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publick Service, to be treated with Ridicule ; their Schemes being
commonly efteemed fo interefted, chimerical and uncertain, as not
to merit the Expences that are neceflary for their Execution ; hence
Purfuits of this Nature are difcouraged and abandoned ; the Reafon of
which feems to arife rather from our Want of Confideration, a compe-
tent Knowledge of the Terraqueous Globe, Inattention to the Benefits
we enjoy from Trade, and too little Regard for Pofterity, than from
any Convi&tion deduced from Experience, that ufeful Difcoveries may

not be made, and a new and profitable ‘Commerce be derived from
thence,

IT is generally the Fate of fuch as propofe making Difcoveries for the

But notwithftanding thefe Difcouragements, there will be found in
every Age and Country, Men bold enough from Motives founded
merely on the Love of Fame, and the Defire of rendering true Service
to Society, who will readily engage in fuch Undertakings. In mofk
Countries too, where Science, publick Virtue, and Liberty prevails, there
will in fome Seafons, at leaft, arife Minifters {fo publick {pirited, as te
think that Purfuits of this Nature deferve Encouragement, and that it is
reafonable to rifk fomething in Favour of thofe who are willing to hazard
themf{elves for the Good of their Country.

A Neceffity for a&ing, is of all others the ftrongeft Motive to act;
{o a real Want of new Channels of Trade in a Country that fubfifts by it,
is the ftrongeft Motive to ufe our Endeavours toacquire them, That this
is now our Cafe will be very evident to any one, who will candidly con-
fider the Condition of our Commerce at prefent, it may be faid that 1t
has been pufhed to its utmoft Extent, and that it now appears to be
upon the Decline in feveral of its Branches, but efpecially the Turkey,
African, and Wefi-India Trades.

The Caufe of this is very manifet. The fame Spirit of Induftry and
Traffick that gained us the Superiority as a Maritime Power, 1s.rc&
ceive
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ceived, cherifhed and promoted in all the Countrics of Eurgpe where it
is .racticable ; hence thefe Markets, which we only formerly fur-
niflied with ManufaQures and Commodities, are in part {fupplied by
other:, which makes it clear, that in Proportion as we are rivalled
in thofe Refpecs, the Sources of our Wealth, Power and Influence muft
be diminifhed, and that of our Rivals and natural Eaemies augmented.

No Meafure, I prefume, can {o effectually remedy this growing Evil,
as a new and exclnfive Commerce, wilich can only refult from the
Difcovery of other Countries, than thofe we now have an Intercourfe
with, I may therefore venture to advance, t-at of all the Difcoveries
which have been propofed or attempted, that which bids faireft for the
Approbation of the Publick, and procuring” folid Advantages to this
Kingdom, is that ot the North Weft Paffage into the South Seas, and
this for many Reafons, of which I fhall mention the-moft apparent.

If the Difcovery of that Paflage was accomplithed, as we fhould have
from thence a Right to it, {o from our pref:nt Situation and Circum-
ftances, we fhould of all Nations be the moft capable of fecuring the Ad-
vantages of it to ourfelves.  This Communication by Sea would open to
us a Trade with all the Countries lying between our own Scttlements
in North America, and the eaftern Parts of Afa, might be a Means of
entring into a Correfpondence with Fapan, Yedfo, and Corea ;- the Iflands
in the Pacifick and Indian Oceans; the Countries difcovered Southward
of the Equator, to California on the North Side, and perhaps feveral
other Lands and Iflands not yet difcovered.

The Belief of which, if Experience did not confirm to us, might be
rendered probable from the Difpofition of the Terraqueous Globe ; for
we have a kind of moral Certainty, that there muft be either a great
Continent, or confiderable Iflands to the Weftward of America, in order
to conflitute the Equipoife, and they too muft lie to the North, that is
under thofe Parallels of Latitude, between California and Fapan, which
Situation is very advantageous, as ftanding in need of our Com-
modities: More efpecially the Iron and Woollen Manufa&ures ; and
conlequently this of all others would be a Difcovery the moft profi-
table to us as it would extend our Navigation, increafe our Ship-
ping, enrich thefe Kingdoms, be a means of difcharging our National
Debte, export our Manufactures, and employ our Poor; in fhort, the
Udlity of fuch Difcovery is fo obvious as to admit of no Controver(y.

The
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The Method hitherto followed to accomplith this Defien, has been
by fearching for it in Dawis’s Straits and Hud/on’s Bay; the former has
been thought impracticable, from its ftretching too fur to the Northwurd,
and being greatly embarraffed with Ice ; but the late Accounts publithed
by the Danes, who refided many Years in Groenland, and travelled to
the Head of that Streight, convince us that no Patluge can be expected
that Way, fince it was found to grow fo narrow, as to afford no Expec-
tation of a Streight into another Sea : The latter has likewife been at-
tended with confiderable Difficulties and Obftructions, from the Endea-
vours of the Hudfon’s Bay Company to fruftrate this Attempt + However,
all the Trials that have been made, are fo far fromr deftroying the Proba-
bility of a Paflage exifting. that they in effe@ eftablith it, by furnithing
new Lightsand Arguments that confirm this Opinion.

Amongft other Methods that have been propofed for the finding this
Paffage, that of going round by Cape Horn has been hinted at by fome
of our greateft Vovagers, though the Searching for it in that way, la-
bours under great Difficulties from the Length of the Paffage, and the
want of Friencly Ports to ftop at on Occafion, fince even in Time of
Peace, no Favour can be expected from thofe who look upon that
Difcovery, as dangerous to their own Empire.

That thercfore which feems the fafeft and moft likely to prove
fuccefsful, is to proceed by the Cape of Good Hope to the Eajl-
Indies, and from tnence to the Port of Canton in China, where the
Ships employed in this Service may refit, and wait the proper Seafon,
and may then ftretch over to the oppofite Coaft of America in higher
Latitudes, and conf>quently in a much fhorter Space of Time,
were it requifite, than the Anoual Voyages performed from Manit:
to Aguapulca by the Spaniards, whatever Countries lic between
the two Continents in this Tranfit may be difcovered, and a North
Weft Paffage attempted on that Side, where it is probable the Weather
is milder, and the Seasclearer of Ice. A Paffage, if fuch there be, more
vifible, as the Tide muft flow intoit, and the Breadth of the Continent of
" North America, may eafily be known, from thence the Length of the
Paflage will neceflarily appear, or what Encouragement there is for

purfuing it.
I have faid that the Seas on the Weft Side of that Coaft are

more open, and the Weather milder than upon the Eaft Side; my
Reas
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Realons for which T have drawn from Inftances .of the like kind in
other Parts. We know in our Colonies of Virgima and Carolina, that
they have very intenfe Froft, and great Quantities of Ice in the Winter
Sealon, which they are free from in Portugal, though u_nder the fame
Degree of Latitude. Agzin, in the Gulf of Corea, according to the moft
authentic Accounts, the Northern Part of that Gulf is impaffable for
foveral Months, by means of great Quantities of Ice generated there,
though lying yet farther to the Southward; and that 4fic hase#Con-
neQion with America, as was formerly fuppofed, and would have de-
prived us intirely of any Hopes of a Paffage, has fufficiently been
‘exploded by the late Difcoveries of the Ruffians in Kamskaifca ; wherein
they have actvally fixed the true Longitude of the North Eaft Point
of ‘that Land by a Lunar Eclipfe, which makes the Diftance from the
Extremity of Afia to the Eaftward to the Part of California known,
no more than a Run equal to five or fix hundred Leagues.

The Ruffians, after failing fourteen or fifteen Days to the Eaftward, by
their Accountsdifcovered other Land, where Capt. Berbings went afhore,
swho had the Command of that Expedition; this proves to us, that
there are Countrizs lying near the Courfe propofed,.convenient to put into
in the Paflage, thould there be a Neceffity for it, and we may reafon-
ably conclude, that thofe Countries are inhabited, fince we know that
all Countries in the fame Situation are; we know that California is
populous, that its Inhabitants are friendly, affable and inclinable to
wraffick with Foreigners; that its Land is fertile, and may.abound with

fuch Commodities, as would afford a very beneficial Commerce to this
Nation.

Thefe Obfervations may help to remove the Doubts, whether there

were fuch Countries or not, fo capable of facilitating our Difcoveries,
and encreafing our Commerce.

This laft Method of attempting the Difcovery, I may therefore
venture to affirm, is the fafeft, and more proper than any other that
has been offered, becaufe the firft Part of the Voyage is known and
ealy, and though of a great length, yet as the Crew may have time to
refreth, and may, if Occafion requires, be recruited, the Hardfhips
cannot be great; and fhould the Northern Part of America upon
Examination, prove an Archipelago of Iflands, with a Paflage praicable
through them into the North Seas, the Veflels, baving the Advantage
of the proper Seafon, may fpeedily and fafely return to England, as

they
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they would then have the Advantage of pafling from unknown inte:
known Seas-; and even fhould this fail, and the Continent there appear
to be a narrow Ifthmus, it would be of fome Confequence to dif-
cover it, as a Colony might be fixed on the other Side, and a Trade
carried on over Land, as is the Cafe at Porto Bello, more efpecially,
if the fame Method of Carriage was practifed there as in Rufiz ; we
know that moft of the Hemp, and other Commodities brought hither
from that Country, is carried by means of Sledges from the Countries-
about the Ukraine to Petersburgh, at the Rate of Five Shillings a
Ton for a thoufand Miles, which fuppofing the Price of Money to be
ten Times greater in thofe Parts than in ours, it would advance the
Carriage to but Half a Crown a Hundred ; which is a Fa& well known
by our Rufic Merchants,

To Propofals of this Nature, may be objected the Danger and:
Expence, As to the former, we know Ignorance, Irrefolution and
Negligence are its Parents, and that the more Knowledge, Vigi-
lance and Experience we have, the fewer Dangers and Difficulties
we meet with, becaufe we are hence furnithed with Means to
avoid them. What was a frightful and hazardous Navigation to our
Anceftors, from our fuperior Lights is rendered familiar and eafy to
us; and as to the latter, the Lofs to the Nation is nothing, the Ex~
pence to the Government triffling, the Advantages that may reafon-
ably be expected from it numerous and confiderable, and the Obftacles
and Inconveniences few, and furmountable,

Let its Confequences be what they will; it muft do-Honour to us, asa.
Maritime Power, correct Geography, produce bold and experienced Offi-
cers, employ our Seamen, revive a Spirit of Difcovery, and its Atten-
dant an Extenfion of Trade, or put an End to our Dreams about fuch
Countries and Paffages, if in reality they are but Dreams. A Ne-
ceflity for ftriking out fomewhat of this fort, does not afford greater
Hopes of its being attempted, than the Inclination his Majefty has
bitherto fhewn. to- approve Undertakings of this kind, the Parlia-
ment’s Regard to it, by propofing a Reward for the Difcoverer.
The Lords of the Admiralty have always lent their Affiftance, and
the Nation in general have ever expeted great Benefits from i,
when its Expediency is fo univerfally confefled, and that the Legx-r
flature have fo much at Heart, the Improvement, and Extenfion of
Commerce, as is manifeft -in the Settlement of Hallifax in Nova-

Scotia ; the extraordinary Premiums granted for promoting the Gr;en;
Ay L
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7and Trade ; their Attention to the Britifb Fifhery ; and the Boun-

ties given on Exportation of our Manufattures ; it is natural to fup-
pofe, a Scheme of this Sort, may be looked on, to merit fome Re-

gard.

Such Enterprizes were preductive of our prefent Greatnefs, 'and‘
fuch are neceflary to preferve it. I believe it will be allowed by
all thinking People, that no one Scheme can be fo well adapted
to the Tewper and*Genius of the Englifb, who are naturally ative
and enterprizing, nothing can make the prefent Times more remark-
able, the Government more efteemed, the People more contented,
and the Nation more refpe¢ted by Foreigners. The great {&éeﬁ
Elizabeth conflidered Proje&s of this kind  in this very Light; no
Crowned [Head ever encouraged them more, nor did any ever benefit
more by them ; they employed many, but united moft of her Sub-
jeéts; nor were thefe Confiderations lefs prevalent with her, than the
Regard fhe had Hor Pofterity ; the planted, and we gather the Fruits
of her Labours. ! g

We know, that the Crown of France, from aPoint of Glory, fent
Mathematicians to the Extremity of the Northern Continent, and
to the Equator, to fix the Meafure of a Degree of an Arc of the
Meridian, or in other Words, to verify the fagacious Conje@ure* of
Sir Jfzac Newton. The Crown of Ruffia, from a Point of Policy,
has profecuted Difcoveries at a prodigious Expence by Sea and Land,
to the utmoft Limits of that vaft Empire, which firetches within
thirty-five Degrees of Cape Blanco in California. The Crown of
Sweden from a Point of Profit, has attempted, and eftablithed a
Trade to the Ea/f-Indies.  Is it not therefore reafonable to expect, that
‘where Honour, Policy and Profit all concur,the Crown of Grear Britain
fhould countenance a Propofal fo manifeftly advanrageous, and fo free
.from any confiderable Obftacles? i
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