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PREFACE

HE majority of English nursery rhymes are folk-songs which
instead of remaining local have become national. But in spite of
this wide popular usage, their origin remains obscure, and in hardly
a single instance is it possible to show that any one of the numerous
versions which have come down to us is the original and authentic
form: And,-as 'this is true of the'words, so also is ititrue'of the
music. In some cases, we find that antecedent versions of both music and words
have been on record as far back as the beginning of the seventeenth century, but
more often these have not found their way into print until comparatively recent
times: nor does an early dated version give proof of being nearer the original than
a form more lately recorded. In the case of the ‘game-songs,’ for instance, which
are so large a feature of our nursery rhymes, as many as twenty versions of
certain songs, obviously deriving from a common origin, have been found to exist,
all bearing the racy mark of traditional usage.

Under these circumstances, it is useless to attempt to put forward those
earlier and quainter variants which happen to have found their way into seven-
teenth-century song-books as more authentic than those of present currency. It
is an essential condition of folk-song that it takes its infle¢tion from oral tradition;
and the changes that have befallen during the last century (apart from the sophisti-
cated polishing of modern editors) are as valuable a proof that the form is still
living and indigenous as those which occurred three hundred years ago.

In the present work the editors have chosen freely those versions which
seemed the best for conveying to our own day the blitheness and charm which
gave their nucleus of life to the older forms. Below is given a list of the works
upon reference to which the present selection is based.

In every case tunes containing some traditional element have been chosen,
but where, in the case of ¢ Hey diddle-diddle,” no such material seemed to exist,
it has seemed better to be frankly original than to give merely a new setting
of melodies independently composed.

The editor’s special thanks are due to Mr. C. Kennedy Scott for his scholarly
research in this connection, and for the aid of his fine critical judgment on all
musical points.

‘“ Dictionary of British Folk-Lore”’: G. L. Gomme. ¢ English Songs’’: Ritson
(1783). ¢“Nursery Rhymes of England”: Halliwell (1846). ¢ Popular Nursery
Rhymes”: Halliwell. ¢ Nursery Rhymes’’: Rimbault. ¢“The Dancing-Master’’:
Playford (1718). ¢ Wit and Humour”: D’Urfey (1719). ¢ Pills to Purge Melan-
Choly ’: D’Urfey. ¢ Old English Popular Music’’: W. Chappell.
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2 O my little fourpence, pretty little fourpence,
| love fourpence better than my life;

| spent a penny of it,l lent another,
And | took twopence home to my witfe.

35 O my little tuppence, pretty little tuppence,

| love tupppgnce bg)ﬁf)rcgfthan my hff)g;
| spent a penny of it,and I lent the other,

And I'took nothing home to my wife.

£ O my little nothing, my pretty little nothing,
What will nothing” buy for my wife?

(_—""1 haye nothing, I spend nothing;

| love nothi g better than my wife.
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All in , yellow, all in jeﬂow. “said the crow to the frog. & then O
il  yellow, all in yellow. “said the frog to the crow again, O

0 “Farewell ,ye little fishes, that in the river swim; O
| oo to be a dancer, a dancer in Lyeﬂo’w. ’
"O beware ! O beware ! said the fish to the ﬂog,& then O'!
Tl take care I'll take care 'said the ﬁ‘og to thefish again,O!

4 The ﬂog began a Swinnning, a Swinnning to land, O
The crow began a hopping to give him his hand, O
to the

”Sir,)’o u're welcome, Sir, youTte welcomesaid the crow frog& then Q!

“Sir,] thank Jou,Sir,I thankjou,”said the ﬁ"og to the crow again, Q!

5 "But where is the music on jonder green hill, OP
And where are all the dancers, the dancers in jeﬂow P
All in Jellow all in yellow ?"said the ffog to the crow,& then O
But he chuckled, Ol he chuckled, & ~then Oll— & ~then O !l
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Little Bo-PeeP fell fast asleep, It ha)Pened one daj, as Bo-Peep did stray

And dreamt she heard them bleating: Into a meadow hard by.
But when she awoke, she found it ajoke, There she espied their tails side by side

For they were still aAfleeting All hung on a tree to dry
5 5
Then up she took herlittle crook,  She heaved a sigh and wiped her cye,
Determined for to find them, Then went oer hill and dale-o
She found them indeed. but it made And did what she could . as a shep-
her heart bleed, herdess should.

For theyd left their tails behind ‘'em. o tack to each sheep its tail-o!
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The four-and- twenty sailofs "
That stood between the decks,

Were four-and-twen‘gy white mice
With rings about their necks.

The captain was a duck,a duck,
With a jacket on his back,

And when the fairy ship set sail,

% The captain he said Quac\k')
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2. Isold my six horses to buy me a cow:

And wasnt that a pretty thing to follow the plough?  Witha
3. 1 sold my cow to buy me a calf:

But I neer made a bargain but ] ost the best half. ~ With awhim &%
. 1'sold my calf to buy me a cat,

To sit by my fire and warm her little back. ~ With a whimwham, &c

5. I'sold my cat to buy me a mouse,

She took fire in her tail,and so burnt down my house. With a whim,&c
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2 When good KingAr-thur ruled this land, He was a goed ly King; He
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| ) stole three Pecks of bar-l(?y meal To make a bag Pud ding
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A ]oa.g pudding the Qgeen did make,
And stuffed it well with Plums,

A e put great lumps of faf ——
AS big as my two thumbs.

The King and Qjeen did eat thereof.
And noblenien beside,

Aﬂ}ﬂ what they could not eat that night
The Queen next morning fried.




THREE BLIND MICE
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%j B can. ving knife;Didyou ev-er see such asight in your life As three blind rmcei |
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% & A fox went out on a star hght night, And he
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He came at last to a farmers yard,

Where the ducks and geese declared it hard,
That their sleep should be broken & their rest be ma rrd
B)’ a visit from Mr Fox O

He took the grey goose b)f the sleeve .

%oth he “Madam Goose. now, by your leave,
I'll take you away without reprieve,

And carry you off to my den O

Ol1d Mother Shpper Sloppers jumped out of bed,

And out of the window she Popped her head,
"Run. John, run!the grey goose has gone.,
And the fox is off to his den O

John ran up to the top o the hill,
And blew a blast both loud and shrill;
S?.)/S the fox “That is very prettj music,studl —

1d rather be home at my den O

At last he got home to his snug den ,
To his seven little foxes, eight,nine,ten;
Says he ‘Just see, what lve brought with me,

With its legs all danghng down O'!

He sat him down with his hungx;y wife;
Thqy did very well without fork orknife ;
They neer ate a better gooze in all their life,
And the little ones picked the bones O
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What are lit - tle boys made of ?What are lit - tle boys made of P
) What are lit - tle girls made of PWhat are lit - tle girls made of P
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j Frogs  and snails andI;LﬁP-Py :}tﬂstkahatSWhat are
e .
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lit - tle boys made of.

Su: gar and spice and nice, Thats what are lit - tle girls made o
. ] £ al o s o
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35 What are Jyoung men made of P

What are young men made of ?
Sigbs and leers, and crocodile tears
Thats what our Jyoung men are made of.

4 What are _young women made of ?
What are _young women made of P

.~ Ribbons and laces, and sweet pretty faces,
V Thats what are young women made of’
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YANKEE
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Yan-kee Doo-dle came to town,Up-on a lit -tle po~~ ny, He
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J stuck a fea- ther in his cap, And called it Mac- ca - ro ni.
then he trot: ted home a- gain, As fast as he was a ble.
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) saw three ships come sail - mg by, On Christ-mas Day m\ﬂleglor-m'ng
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And what do you think was in them then,
In them then, in them then

And what do you think was in them then,
On ChristmasDay in the morning ?

——

T'hree pretty girls were in them then, In them then ,in them then,
Three etty girls were in them then,
(fri Christmas Day in the morning.

And one could whistle & one could Sing,The other PJE})’ on the violin:
Such }'o was there at my Wedding,
d,n Christmas Day in the MOorning.
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“ Baa!Baa! Blacksheep

have you an - wool?” Aye, mar- ry, have I,
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three bags full; One for my mas- ter, an

d one for

my dame, But
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none for the lit boy that lives down the lane.
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') Hush-a-bye ba- by on the tree-toP,When the wind blows the cra-dle will rock
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) When the bough breaks the cra-dle will fall, Down will come ba-by;cra dle &~all.
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