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PREFACE 

... ....,,,.. ... ....,11111!11 HE majority of English nursery rhymes are folk-songs which 

instead of remaining local have become national. But in spite of 
this wide popular usage, their origin remains obscure, and in hardly 
a single instance is it possible to show that any one of the numerous 
versions which have come down to us is the original and authentic 
form. And, as this is true of the words, so also is it true of the 

music. In some cases, we find that antecedent versions of both music and words 
have been on record as far back as the beginning of the seventeenth century, but 
more often these have not found their way into print until comparatively recent 
times: nor does an early dated version give proof of being nearer the original than 
a form more lately recorded. In the case of the' game-songs,' for instance, which 
are so large a feature of our nursery rhymes, as many as twenty versions of 
certain songs, obviously deriving from a common origin, have been found to exist, 
all bearing the racy mark of traditional usage. 

Under these circumstances, it is useless to attempt to put forward those 
earlier and quainter variants which happen to have found their way into seven
teenth-century song-books as more authentic than those of present currency. It 
is an essential condition of folk-song that it takes its inflecl:ion from oral tradition; 
and the changes that have befallen during the last century (apart from the sophisti
cated polishing of modern editors) are as valuable a proof that the form is still 
living and indigenous as those which occurred three hundred years ago. 

In the present work the editors have chosen freely those versions which 
seemed the best for conveying to our own day the blitheness and charm which 
gave their nucleus of life to the older forms. Below is given a list of the works 
upon reference to which the present selecl:ion is based. 

In every case tunes containing some traditional element have been chosen, 
but where, in the case of ' Hey diddle-diddle,' no such material seemed to exist, 
it has seemed better to be frankly original than to give merely a new setting 
of melodies independently composed. 

The editor' s special thanks are due to Mr. C. Kennedy Scott for his scholarly 
research in this connecl:ion, and for the aid of his fine critical judgment on all 
musical points. 

"Dicl:ionary of British Folk-Lore": G. L. Gomme. "English Songs": Ritson 
(1783). "Nursery Rhymes of England": Halliwell (1846). "Popular Nursery 
Rhymes " : Halliwell. "Nursery Rhymes": Rimbault. "The Dancing-Master ": 
Playford (1718). "Wit and Humour": D'Urfey (1719). "Pills to Purge Melan
choly": D'Urfey. "Old English Popular Music": W. Chappell. 
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bake your pies, bake your pies, 

2 Dame, what makes your maid.ens Le ? &c 

3 Dame, what makes your ducks to die? &c 

Their wings are cut. thry cannot fly. &c 
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LE 

.I 

cres 

old soul was he : He called for his pipe ; and he 

his bowl , And he called for his three. Now 

cres 

er.Y fid · dler had a fid · dle,And a ve . rv fine -6d · dle had n R J_ -:r=--- ~J 
~--"- - -11l _ 11 
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& HIS 
FIDDLERS 
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Twee· dle - dee, twee· dle -dee, went the fid · dler's three, w;·fuKinlT 
0 there's none so rare as can com. pare, 1 ---~ 

fiddles 



GIRLS &BOYS 

4 



THE JOLLY TESTER 

2 0 my Lttle fourpence, pret!J little fourpence, 
I love fourpence better than my life; 

I spent a penny of it, I lent another, 
And I took twopence home to my wife . 

.5 0 my Ltile tuppence , prei:zy little tu.r,pence. 
I love tuppence betler than my life; 

I spent a penny of it, and I lent the o~er, 
And I i.ooK nothing home to my wife. 

4-- 0 my little _nothing. my pretfy little ?othing. 
What will notliing buy for my wife? 

C-------- I have nothing-, I SP.end nothing: . 
I love notfiing better than my wife. 

5 



OH. 
FOR D~.-

YOU CDT 
BOND? 

got for 
:-----... 

2Ad Jolm. Ost.· ler, go fetch me a duck· ling or two, John 

Ost.· ler, go fetch me a duck· ling or 2;Cd,DJ. !y, &c 

be killed, For you must be stuffed, and my 
~ 

"' I've been to the ducks that are swlromiog in the Bond, 
And they wont come nohow to the killing. Mrs. Bond; 

I cried 'dilly,dil!r,dilly, di1tJ, come" &r. 
s.Bond went down to the pond in a rage, 
Wi~ pl~n~ of onions and plen!Y of sage; . 

She cried, Come,you httle wretches. come,and be killed, 
For you shall be stuffed, and my customers -filled!'' 
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HEY DIDDLE 

p Allegreti.o 

H~ did dle, did dle, The cat and-the tid -dle, The cow jumped o · ver the 
. 
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)-, V1 Jack and Jill went 
>-__/ V.3 Jill . and came lil 
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J-4CK 
& 

JILL 
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up the hill, To fetch 
did To she gnn, see 

- - - - -- - - - I -- - - I -• I ,-
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a pail of wa- ter, 

Jacks plas · ter, pa . per 
- - -•· •· - - - - . - . - c- -- ,- I I 

I 
, I 

V r 

Jack kll down and broke his crown, And Jill came tum· bling af · ter . 
.M.o . ther vexed did whip her next, For caus · ing Jack's dis · as· ter. 

mf ~~ I.. . l I I I 
~ - - 1, I I I ' I - I ... I I 
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·>_) V.2 Up Jack got and home did trot, As fast as he could ca . per, 
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Went to bed to mend his head,"W!i:h vin · and bro-wn pa · j 
~ e ·gar per. >-
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DUMPTY 

M.oderaio 

sat on a wall, Hump· !)' Dump· ty 

great fall; the Kings hor . ses ' And all the King's men, 
~ 

to · ge · ther a · gam . 
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A SONG of SJ 
~ -

' 1 l l ~ L I .... r, .... - " - .. • I f"-
I ' 1, l I , i- I v 1 I ,.. - - I I ,.. 1, ' I I I -I I I I 1, I I I ' V f.1 h I, - - - T - - I 

I I r~ \. 7 V J I J I - - I 
I 

- I r r r" I 

(LJ of SIX . a of zye; Sing a song pence, poc · ket full 
------------- ~!-

__________ ._ 
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~ LI Four & twen· t7 black·birds baked in a pie; When the pie was o-pen 
----------- ,,,,.----_._ 

• • ------ ~ - - - - - - 1-, -· - -- ..... - - ... - l - - • r-~ ••1 rA o - .. - - I - - - - I I h. I I - - I I I __., 
v T " 

V 

The King was in his catmting-house counting out his money; 
The Qµeen was in the parlour eating bread and honey; 

Jhe maid was in the garden hanging out the clothes, 
"" There came a little dicky-bird,and pecked off her nose. 

JO 

-... -

-,-
I 
I I 
r 

the 



MUL 

ef bngbt/y 

ORO 
ERRY 

g; rounJ the mul · berry bush on a · ty mar. rung . 

. 
is the w~ we "\rash our hands,This is the w<91 we wash our hands, ----- ---

the way we wash our hands on a fine hos· tY mor- rung. 
--- ~ - . ef r-..... _ 

*In d 'd h ds' ' han ' ~ succee 1If9 11erses sing ry our an , - clap our ds, -- warm our hands: 

11 



THE 

p. AllC?ff efio 

frog lived in the r1 · ver swun, A 

g · black crow hved on the / ri · br. 0 I "Co yer . nn, . me on 

shore," said the crow to the frog, and then, 0 ! 'Noyoull 
/1 ~ 

to the crow a . gam, 

12 



2 

3 

5 

,,.0 ~ there is sweet M.usic onyonder green hill, 0 ! -r-.. 

And you shall be a dancer, a dancer in.yellow,.-/ 
All inyellow; all inyellow. "said the crow to the.frog.& then O ! 
'All in yellow; all in yellow. '' said the frog to the crow again, 0 ! 

"Fareweilue little fishes, that in fue river sw.im; 0 ! 
I go to be a dancer, a dancer in yellow. " 

11 

0 beware ! 0 beware ! ,, said the fisl~ to the frog,& then O ! 
Tll take careJll take care'.' said the frog to the fish again, 0 ! 

The frog began a swimming, a swimming to land, 0 I 

The crow began a hopping to give him his hand. 0 ! 
NS · ' l S · ' 1 " d ' 1 to the & th O I rrJoure we com.e, rr.,yourewe come. sai t11.e crow* frog en . 

~'Sir,l thankJou,Sir,I thankyou,'said thefrogto thecrow again,O~ 

"But where is the music on,yonder green hill, 0 ? 
And where are all the dancers, the dancers in yellow ? 

All inyellow.all in yellow ?"said thefrog to thecrow,& then O, 
But he chuckled,Of he chuckled,&---thenOU--&-thenO !ff 
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.'~BO-PEEP 

Bo . Peep has lost her sheep., And can not where 
~ 

L 4 
Litile BoPeep fell fast asleep, It happened one day; as Bo-Peep did sh<!}7 

And dreamt she heard them bleating; Into a meadow hard by, 
But.when she awoke, shefoundit ~oke, There she espied their tails side by side, 

For they were still a-fleeting. All hung on a tree to dry. 

j 

Then up she look her little crook , 
Determined for to £nd them, 

She found them indeed, butitmade 
her heart bleed, 

For theyd left their tails behind 'em. 

5 

She heaved a sigh and wiped her eye, 
· Then went o'er hill and dale-o. 
And did what she could .as a shep

herdess should . 
To tack to each sheep its tail-at 

14 



TOM,TOM 
THE PIPERS 

SON 

Tom, the pi . pers son, The 
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" , ..... ·-

...., ··-• 
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Pus· sy's 

G ~BELL! 

in the well! Who put her . ? m. 

' 
I /I 

Lit.· tle Tom-my Lin. Who pulled her out? Lit· tle Tom· ~Stout. 

------

~ .. ~ 
p 

' 
1, I I - - I - - - - I 

-' I I -I I - r- ~ - ' - - - I - - - I I , ' 7 ,- I .-1 

I I I I i..,, J I i..., -
I"' I "' Ill" If" I 

naugh·!Y bqy was that To drown poor pus · ~- cai, Who 
d ' - • .. - _,... n - - - r- I! r- I - I .... I I I '--1' ' ' I I 

I I tQJ -' I -I T7 I . , - I - I --- -- -. 
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on a 

BY LCD 

H~ewe go loo-by loo, 

"-
JJ.nd.bere 

finaL/y. p 

a· tur ·~night. All your right bands in, All 3our right hands out, 
> >-

And tum your· selves a· bout. 

2. All your left hands in, ~, &c. 

3. All your right feet in, &c, &c. ----

4: All your left feet in, All. &c. &c. 



0 o~_@ 
'@ y 

THE FAIRY SHIP 

0 

- . 
I saw a ship a-sail- ing, A-sail·ingon these~- And oh! it was a· 

. 
la,den with pret· 9' things form~ 1he~~~om.fi ts in the ca· bin,And apples in the 

0 
rall 

• -hold; The sails were made of sa - tinAnd the rnast. was made of gold. 

The four-and-twentr sailors 
That stood between the decks, 

Were four-and-twenty white mice 
With rings about their necks. 

0 

18 

The captain was a duck, a duck, 
'With a jacket on his back, 

And when the fairy ship set sail, 
The captain he said," uack ! " 



AU1 

Ii t · tie nut. tree, 
,,,---

no-thing would it bear, 
,,..----. ,,,,..---

sil ·ver nut-meg, and a gold·en pear; The King of Spain's daughter · 
~ r- ~ ~ ~ ~ 

lit · tle nut 1ree. 

w 



a 
he 

d FAR AWi« 
"' 

----pi · pers son, He learnt to 
madesuchanoise, That he 

pl~ when 
pleased bo 

all the tunes thai 
And they stopped to 

he could play. Was 
hear him play, 

far a -wy, 0 · ver the hills and a 

great w~ off, The wind blow my top knot off'' 

20 



isi La-ven-der's blue.d~d-dle, d~d-dle! La-ven-derS green; When I am 
Y · Some to make hay, did· die, did· dle ! Some to cut com; Whilst you and 

. . d ·J dl d·d I 11 2nd Verse King. ~ · e, ~ -dle.Yousha be.QueenCall uovourme did-die did.dle1 
l, d1d·dle, did· die! Keepour.selveswarm. 1 J n, ' · 

p 

.. . 

the plough,did,dle,did-dle!Some to the earl. 
~ . 

w 



is dead, but I 

to fol· low theplough;Witha whim wham wad.dle ho! 
p 

boy 

2. I sold my six horses to buy me a cow; 
And wasn't that a pre{!y thing to follow the plough? With a 

5. I sold my cow to btzy me a calf; 
But I neer made a bargain but I lost the best half With a whun,&c. 

1:. I sold my calf to bey me a cat, 
To sit by my fire and warm her little back. With a whim wham, &c. 

5. I sold my cat to buy me a mouse, 
She took tire in her tail, and so burnt down 11tY house. With a whim,&c 

22 



2 

G 

a hri~t summer's day. 
~ 

. . 

Prw 11\azy, whai are you. weeping for, A-weeping for, a -weeping for?_, Pr~ -etc 
3 

l'm weeping for a sweet.heart.,A sweetheart, a sweetheart. Im weeping ,,-,etc. 
4- . 

Prw J\t\..azy, choose 3our lover, Ye r lover, our 1 iVer - Pr~ Mary, choose, etc. 



GCDD KING 

------stole three pecks of bar· 1tu meal To make a bag pud · ding 
-- ---=---

A bag pudding the ~een did make, 
A.r;.J stuffed it well with plums, 

~--- And in it put great lumps of fat -
As big as ny two thumbs. 

The King and ~een did eat thereof, 
And noblemen beside, 

And what thtu could not eai thai night 
The Queen next moming fried. 

24 
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p moderato 

-----------
.._.... 

Three blind mice! 

THREE BLIND MICE 

See how they run! lhree blind mice! See how tht:y 

J~~~~~~~-~-~ 

mE. a little EastEr 

run! They all run af-ter the far.mer's wife ,Who cut off their tails with a 



OU'T 

~ I 
p.moderat.o 

I... ~ 
" , . ' . • • I , \ ~ .. l ' l • , i- , . I'- I 1, -' I .-J ..... - I l " " No. """ 1 ' "' /I . I ' I l - - I \ I'\ ' ~ .~ I \ f"'' f"'' " 

, 
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- I 
I 

- I - I - ' l --, - l - \ - I 
- I W I 

( A fox went out on a star· light night, And he L..,-

I -1- -1- . -1- -l-, ...... I ·~ . I " - - -i ~ ,_ 
~ '• T T , . ~ I 

l ' - ,- ~ , - - -~ I I- -A . 1 I -J I I I ---l I 
I V . / - - I 

give him some light,For he'd ma· 1D' miles to 
~ 

den O ! den O ! fur 

go that night,Be-fore he couldreachhis den 
~ ~ 

26 



2 He ca1ne at last to a farmer's {._yard, 
Where the ducks and geese declared it hard, 

That their sleep should be broken & their rest be marrd 

By a visit from Mr; Fox O ! 

He took the grey goose by the sleeve ; 

~oth he ''M.adam Goose. now. by your leave. 
I'll take you awry without reprieve, 

And carry you off to my de11 0 ! 

Old Mother Shpper Sloppers jumped out of bed, 
And out of the window she popped her head, 

"Run.John, run 1 the gr9' goose has gone, 

And tl1e {ox is off to his den O ! 

5 John ran up to the top o' the hill, 
And blew a blast both loud and shrill; 

S~s the fox "That is very prett' music.st.ill-

ld rather be home at my den O I 

6 At last he got home to his snug den , 
To his seven Ltile foxes. eight, nine. ten; 

S,ry-s he. 'Just see. what I Ve brought with me, 

With its legs all dangling down O ! 

J He sat him down with lus hungry wife; 

Thry did very well without fork or knife ; 
They ne'er ate a better gooze in all their life. 

And the li tile ones picked the bones O I 

27 



LE BOYS 
OF? 

are lit · tle boys made of?What are lit · tle boys made of? 
are lit · tle girls made of ?What are lit · tle girls made of? -

E 

and s~ and pt;!P· py J:f:' ~. T~what are lit· tle boys made of 
and spice and a.If ruce, Thats what ·are lit· tle girls ma.de of. 

_J 

3 What are young men made of? 
What are young men made ot? 

Sighs and leers, and crocodile tears 
Thats what our 3oung men are made of 

4 Wha± are young women made of? 
What are young women made of? 

r ./'.~ Ribbons and laces, and sweet pretty faces, 
~ Thats what aresoung women made of 

28 



YANKEE 

~ rnerrijy 

Yan-kee Doo·dle came to town,Up·on a lit · tle po--- ny, He 
First he bought a por · ridge pot,And then he bought a la ---- dle, And 

stuck a -fua · ther in his cap, And called it Mac. ca · ro -- -- ni. 

he trot· t.ed home a· gain, As fast as he was a- ble . 

.. ... 
,, 

·. I •. < . .' · .. \ . 

. ,• , 



.Modera.to 

~ [:} 
And what do you think was in them then, 

In them then, in them then, 
And what do you think was in them then, 

On Cfu-istmas D'D7 in the morning ? 

sail· ing by, l 

Three pret~ girls were in them then, In them llien, in them then, 
Three _pre!t' girls were ~ them then, 

On Christmas Day m the morning. 

And one could whistle. & one could sing, The other p4Y on the viohn: 
Such j'D7 was there at my wedding, 

On Christmas D~ in the morning. 

30 



SHEEP 

l ?" A woo . ~e, mar· ry, _._~ ----

one for my dame, ---.....__ 

none lit · tle box that lives down the lane. ---.__ 



MILLER_ 

' ., 

!J mil-ler once Lived on the ri ·ver Dee ; He 

be, 

32 
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