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THE ;· 

ADVENTURES 
OF THE CELEBRATE}) 

LIT.TL~ . THOMAS , DELL01V, 

-•ee$/~i.es•--

A SWEET: chubby Jello,v, 

Na111ed little. To1n Dellow, . 

Ilis · M.aJnma to a . neighbour did send, 

,vith a caution to stop,_. 

At her green-grocer's shop, 

'l!liile .. slte went to visit a friend . . 

A2 
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The poor little soul, 
Unused to controul, 

O'er the threshold just happen'd to stray; 
"\Vhen a sly cunning da111e, 
l\tlrs. l\tlagnay by name, 

Entic'd the youug truant away. 

At a pastry-cook's sl1op, 
She made a short stop, 

.And gave him two buns and a tart; 
And soon after that, 
She bought him a hat 

And feather, that ma<le him quite smart. 





.-Yr a p a,1~1 ·11---=--z.t• t>k ~r <r lt <'/' 
,flu• 11zade' a ,r/1 r1r{ ,rt-c> , 



Tho' this thou gl1t 1nust occur, 
\ ' ( _. 

" " 1hat ,was .f~rolic to her, 
' ) 

To those left behind "-ronld prove no sport," 

She went to eng'U?~'e 
rn . 1 l \VO seats n1 t.ie stag·e, 

And set oif to her husband at (;-o~pott. 

But a brisk hne and cry, _ 

There ,v-as raised by and hye, 

By the pare~ts (,vith sor1·o~Y hulf ,vild), 

Severe their distre<::s ., 

For no one could p; 1ess 

, 1Vhat could be beco1ne of the child. 
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Say what shall we do, 

Or ,vhat 1neasure pursue, 
1:ror to give the search over were pity? 

/ 

So a friend kindly hinted, -

To have some bills printed, . 
And stick them all over the city. 

; 

'fhen a man they employ, 

To de~ribe the s\-veet boy, 
·l'lhom they sought ,vith such tender regard, 

i\nd soon you might meet 
BiHs in e,1ery street, 

1Vhich ofter'd five guine.as reward! 



The L oi·<l ~lavoi" and .. 1\'.P·:s J\ us s el. • ~ 
So lll~f L,,n"isllip Lfl';,u wi.slt'd Iler p,,l'd l1lor1li1t/J. 
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This made a great bustle:,. 
And one ~Irs. Russel, 

A smart and genteel-looking Dame,_ 
Was brought, I declare, 

To his Lordship the Mayor, 
And sure none but lterself was· to bla1ne. 

l~or once on a tin1e, 

For the very sarne cri1ne, 
She receiv'd from the Justice a warning·; 

But it shortly appear'd, 
From tltis charge she was clear'd, 

So his Lordship soon wis~'d her good morning. 



TI1ey did not succeed 

'l.,o discover the deed, 

Tho' 1.n uch all who heard of it wonder'<l ; 

Till at length they sent down 

L arge bills to each town, 

And rais'd the re\va:rd to " One H undred ." 

And now to their joy, 

Caine nef.-vs of tbe boy, 

'Jthe parents were full of delight~· 

The thief ·vvas secur'd, 

An<l they both ,vere assur'd, 

~I'he:y . hot:n.1d see ]ittle T o'"1nny <lt n1g}1t 



The ,vhole of that day, 

The Poultry (they say) 

\'Vas so full, th~t more croude'd was no street ; 

And at night they all can1e, 

Little To1n and the Dame, 

.A.nd besides---Mr. Adkins fromBow-street. 

But arriving· too late 

i\.t the Mansion-house gate, 

Up stairs it was hopeless to mount her; 

_So, (always polite), 

Said Adkins, " To night, [t~r ·~ 

' .'If you please, lVIa'a111, you sleep in theC011 1J-
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In the n1orn they repair, 

r_ro his Lordship the Mayor, 

And he, who ne'er fails to deci<le ,veH, 

rfhe child gaTe again 

To his parents, and then 
' 

~Irs. Mar.rn·av cornn1itte<l to Rride,velJ, ' _, ., 

~No,v Fathers and J\'.Iother~, 

And Sistf'r~ aild _Brother~, 

;~nd all ,vho have children in carf\ 

Pray teH 'e1n, (or she,v 'en, ) 

In this little poen1) 

{)f ehihl-st.eali11~ ~1on1f!n be\vare ~ 
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Little Tom, I dare say, 

Will his -parents repay, 

By obe.dience; their love ,~nd affection; 

\Vhile that sly-looking lass, 

lVIrs. Magnay, will pass -

lA fe'"' 111onths in the House of Correction , 





THE STOLEN CHILD. · 1 

.1 TRUE STORY. 

CHARLOTrtE J\1A.GNA Y, the wife of a. 
I 

respectable sea-faring 1nan in the service of 

h~s l\Iaje ty, took the bold resolution to 

steal a child fi.·on1 the 1netropolis, in order to 

t1e<.;eive her llnsband into a beli~f it ,vas 

his o,vn. Preparatory to the adopting trf 
J t . ,. l' <.! • 'I• 
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(then at seay he would soon be fathe·r of a 

child.· This · intelligence gratified the un­

suspicious n1an, who, delighted at infor1na­

tion .so agreeable to hi.r, wishes, re1nitted 

£300, the earnings of n1any a cruise, ,vith 

particular charge to his wife to have. the 

infant ,vell clothed and ,-vant for nothing; 

if it should be a boy, so n1uch the better. 

The next intelligence, in1parted. by ·this 

designing ,vo1nan, announced the happy ti- ' 

dings that .his first-horn w·as a hoy, an<l that 

.she \Y©uld '. .namP, hj1n Richard aftrr his fa-





• 
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ther. lVIAGNA v expressed his joy at the 

ne\vs, and counted the tedious hours until 

he -should be permitted to en1brace his wife 

and child. 

At length he did al'rive, so1uelvhat unex­

pectedly. His ,vife, an adept in finesse, 

declared the child ,vas at nurse, at a consi­

derable distance, change of air being neces­

sary to the easy cutting· of his teetlt.--­

MAGNA Y's time fol' - being on shore ,vas 

~hort: l1e left his hon1e ,vith a heavv heart 
o) 

at not seei!lg hi-s otf~pring,; bnt he ,.,,~ 

.. 
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assured, on his next retnrn to (.;-ospost, -1ie 
• 

should have the felicity for "'· hich he had 

so long pined, that of c1a"ping h~ .. (1ar1ing 
to his boso1n. 

It ,vas not until Noven1her last he ,vas at 

liberty to revisit his hon1e, ,vl en he again 

had the 1nortification to find that his so11, 

,vho1n he expected to s-ee a fine boy of 

three years of age, had not yet been bronght 

to reside vvith his mother. 'rhe pretenc 0 s 

of the ,vife could not pa~ify the father: le 

1''ould go and see his son, or his son sho1Jd 



l 'l'1"1' 7 

'~on1e to ·.hi1n. fi'l:rs. IvfAGNAY, finding hin1 · 

detennined, thought the latter the only ,vay 

hy ,t-hich she cou]J. con1plete her i1nposi­

tion; acco,rdingly she left Gosport to fetch 

the boY. London occurred to her as the 
.; 

place best calculated to afford her a choice 

of a victi1n. Ju this cruel ·expedition she 

first trie(l the "'-est end of the to,vn : not 

finding an ooject such as she v,;iP.hed to pro-. 

cure in that qnarter, she then turned her 

attention to the eastern district, vvlien, pass­

ing dolvh St. l\lartin's Lane, Th~anes Street, 

~he Yras attracted by the ros1/ cLeeks of 
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To~tMY DELLOW, and at once detern1ined to 

make hin1 her prize. The child was at 

play with his sister at their shop-door, (a. 

green-grocer's), into which Mrs. MAGNAY . 

iinmediately €ntered, with the double view 

of purchasing apples and carrying off the 

boy. }?ortunately (for her scheme), an 

Irish wo1i1an ca1ne into the shop to make a 

·purchase, and by e~1gaging 1\ilrs. DELLO\\"~ 

attention, facilitated the cruel intention of 

her first customer, who, caressing the boy, 

and making 1nuch of his sister, contrived to 

~1uit the shop unobserved by the parent of 
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the children. Flattered hy the 1nanner of 
,,' 

the.ir new acquaintance, the poor babes .ac:.. 

companied her, at her req:nest, to a pastry­

cook's shop., ,vhere, after feasting the111 ,vit.h 
' 

cakes, she left the girl, and departed with 

-the boy. On the · sa1ne night she left town 

for Gosport, having first clothed the poor 

little innocent in that 1nanner ,vhich she 

knew would please het husband; and in 

order that she 1night speak to the na1ne of 

her reputed child ,vith 1nore safety, she 

stopped at a place nea,r Gosport, and had 

him christened ' ' Riclta1·d .1.Jf agna~y ," by 



which n:1n1e h ~ ,vas. i11troduce<l to his father 

011 the f;)llorv.ing- evening.---Fir1nly be­

lieving - in the rectitude of l)is ,vife, the 

tleceived -"'-fr. 1'1AG"\fAY 01vnetl all the good 

feeli11-:;s of a p-:rrent, 'When hles~,;e(1 ,vith~ the 

sight of the child he had so. anxiously 

longed to rneet 

Tha5 far had the crin111u1]ity of CnA.Il­

LOT'rE J'\,I AGNA Y succeed~'<!. In the rnean 

time a fe1nale ,Yas a"c ~~e 6 !, 8-nd taken 

a Jf a~.:·i~.tratc, char.£.red Ylith t~ 1e 
<_.) J 

of d t·.c1;nr:.: the c11H'l of 1\fr. DEL ... ,_. 
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vnv. ~\1any see1ning proofs of ident~ty 

attach~tl to the suspected ,vouuu1 , -nho, 

thot1gh ~trongly denying the act, '"''-~s ,vith 

di fiitn]ty. secured fro1n the indiguation of 

the iHFlin1ace. 
. J. 

..A.. cri1ne of this natnre 

conH·., hou1e to the heart of eyery parent; 

nf y, there is scarcely a hun1an peing, ho,v­

e\ er tkt,:raved, ,vho is not capable of par- · 

h~l.,._i •i p; iH the affliction of a fa1nil/ thns 

ruh!J, ·: L 
dis ... 

~ ,]ia rg-ed, antl all hope of l ·e ... , ' ... ,_, 1";.., l o· + 1, LJ 
· '\.....,\' '\ '-. J: i .. -..., Lt. , . 

• .. 
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BARBER, the Bridewell keeper of (:1osport, 

in consequence of seeing so111e han<l-bills 

at Pprts1nouth · and Gosport, describing a 

chil<l lost, its age, person, &c. 1na<le inqui-. , 

ries, an<l ,vas inforn1ed there ,vas a child of 

such a description in the possession of a 

wo111an in Gosport, who, it was strongly 

suspected, was not its mother. 

BARBER sought lVIrs. MAGNA v, and ques­

tioned her. respecting the child : her first 

replies ,vere, " that it was her o,vn," bttt 

upon being cautioned to <leclare the truth, 

she Gonfessed she had stolen hin1, produced 
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the hoy, · explaining ho,v she had decoyed 

hi1n away, and gave assurances of the care. 

,vith ,vhich she had protected hiin. ·'fhese 

extenuating circun1s~ances could 11ot efface 

the cruel intent of the act ; she was in con­

$equence conveyed to London, -and the 

poor infant restored to its afflicted parents. 

\Vhen brought into court, the child ,vore a 

hat and feather purchased for hi1n by his 

reputed n1o~her, though at first supposed 

-to be the gift of 1\frs. RussEL, the person 

,v ho had r.ndergone- son~e persecution on 

the child's ~1ccount., but who had prov~d 
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innocent of this offence, although it is be­

lieved she had been guilty of a sin1ilar one. 

How far the real cri1ninality of lVIrs .iVIAGNA Y 

1.nay be punished, re1nains to be detennined 

by the la,vs of l1er country. 

To take a retrospective view of an action 

of this nature, is to increase our disgust 

for its unnatural perpetrator. Adn1itting 

she used the child tenderly, and that it ,vas 

perhaps better fed and clothed than when 

under the roof of its parents, the 1notive 

,vhich influenceJ l\Jrs. MAG~AY t? pnrloin 



~n infant -fron1 the boso1n of its fa1nily, 

places her hn111anity in a 1nost questionable 

point of view. If we regard the duplicity 

of her conduct with respect to her husband, 
-

,vho evidently deserved her confidence, in 

place of being the victi1n of her dissi1nula­

tion; or consider her ,vant of sy1npathy, in 
- -

~vounding the breast of a . natural parent, 

while in the act of assuming a character by 

\vhich she hoped to attain the favour of 

her husband---her total want of the com- a 

ion feelings of ,vomen must be obvious. 
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The nature of crime is such, that white 
secure fro1n detect-ion, it is in a degree di­
vested of its most offensive qualities by the 

~ half-happy culprit. Conscience 1nay, and 
it will kno·ck at the breast of the erring, 
but until the , ivo1~Zd takes cognizance of 
their SEC,RET deeds, even the guilty 1nay 
~EEM at ease. ,vhen Providence directs the 
eye of justice to seek out the things of 
darknes~, when the mere subterfuges of 
mortals are opposed to the finite and all-, 
ieeing_ eye of God, where is thy veil, 0 







2,.-
guilt! If thou fleest to the mountain~, 

God is there. ,vill the vallies hide thee? 

or the seas secure thee fro1n the just judg­

ment of II1M, who is all in all? 

In a country, where civilization has at­

tained an ahnost enviable superiority, the 

eon1mission of do1nestic robbery is a most 

deplorable contemplation : but when even 

th~ offspring of our citizens are insecure 

from the designs of the kidnapper, we feel 

degraded in our nature, and turn from the 
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character ascribed to us---we are yet bar­

barians. 

If the rr.aerceuary n1an halanres his a,· ... 

counts, and finds the g~ain preponderates, 

he is satisfied, an cl the losses are forgotten. 

The just 1nan is content with coinparative 

profit, for all his acts are equitable; and 

the cr·iniina l lie barters w~th the coining 

hour; it is true he has no fiend hy ,vhich 

his rigJd to snrceed is apparent, nor does 

he act npou a ptinciple ,vhieh can cheer l1is 



Y'ltol ,111l<Ul t ll'l' cm; 1!~ 
T11 dc',l'c"l'l{'c' (Ill' ,;·,rc'c'{ l•t>'1•. 
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breast ,vith hor_,e: like a be~1st of 1n-ev, he 
j_ oJ 

, is on the· ,vatch to . seek ,vho1n Ile · 1nay 
devour. 

But there -is a period, in -w'liich lie or she , 
)nust reflect. 'I'he ,vorld ,vill not s1ni1e for 
evel' ; age, sickness, or jnstice ,,,ill call you 
fro1n your drean.1 of security, and ,vhat will 
it avail you? that a f e,v. short years of secu­
rity have shielded yon fro111 p~1blic odiu1n, 
or should you die in your guilt, .,yhere is 
your hope? There is no balance in your 
favour, for the JUDGE of this ,Yorld is 
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perfect in wisdom, and h~ knows your · 

hearts. 

How short-lived was the triumph of the . 

. woman whose conduct we ha:ve been de­

scribing, yet how extensive the n1iseries to 

which her guilt must subject her. She.has · 

for ever lost.the confidence of her b·nsband, 

inflicted the deepest anguish on the. parents 

of the child she decoyed a,vay, and, though 

the infant is restored in safety,. it is highly · 

probable that a shock of this nature may 

be long before it is eradicattd. · The 
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publicity to ,vhich she is exposed, by her 
-

unfeeling robbery, will render her an ob-
ject of conte1npt through the re1nainder of 
her life : then where are the profits of this 
,voman's gt~ilt? Happy were it for all the 
~rring children of this world, ,vere their 
career as short as that of CHARLOTTE MAG­

NAY. In all human probability, she has 

many years to sojourn on the earth ; she 
has time for tepentance: may she attain 
the favour of HIM she has offended. 

'l'HB END. 
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