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THE LITTLE MO USE 
THAT MADE ITSELF A HOUSE 

IN A CHRISTMAS CAKE. 

A pretty story I will tell 
Of Nib, a little Mouse, 

Who took delig~ht, when no11e· were near, 
To skip about the house. 

As dai11ty in her fare was she, 
As any queen or liing; 

Ate calie and pudding,-a1-.d, in fact, 
Tl1e best of every thing. 

fler little nose could sniff and smell 
Where all good tl1ings were kept; 

A11d in the pantry well sl1e knew 
rrhat mistress Pussy slept. 
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B11t, notwitl1staudi11g, i11 she crept, 
And 011 the sl1elf sl1e found 

A Cl1rist1nas cake! the top of ,vhich 
\\

7 as by a c·astle crow11ed. 

Yon a.II have tasted Christmas cake, 
Its currants a11d its spice; 

-'-L\11d son1e, yot1 k11ow, have ornaments, 
With suitable device. 

The sul~ject of the present cake 
Was Windsor's 1nighty walls; 

Witl1 turrets, windo,vs, sta11dard too, 
And entrance to tl1e halls. 

Why, here ~ithin sucl1 walls as these, 
Thought Mo11sey, I could dwell; 

And, sl1ould the Cat Jay siege to tl1em, 
Defend 111yself rig,ht well. 
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· So, with her little teetl1, wl1ich served 

For pickaxe and for spade, 

She gnawed right tl1rougl1 the Gothic door, 

And thus a11 entra11ce made. 

Then cli1nbed the turret, wl1ich sl1e chose 

He.r reside11ce to make; 

And thougl1t to leave it 110w a~d tl1e11, 

And feast upon tl1e cake. 

. 

All tl1is occttrred on Christrr1as eve, 

And next came Christmas day-.; 

And then the:·· little folks all ca.ine 
·- ,~ 

To eat, and~_drink, and play. 

For dinner they l1ad turk_ey, goose, 

Roast beef, and roasted l1are ; 

A11d, full of spice, a11d very 11ice, 

Plt11n-pudding, too, was there. 
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The dinner finislaed, wine a11d fr11it 

Were 011 the table spread ·; 

And then the cal{e, wl1ere Mousey lay, 

With terror almost dead. 

Rig·l1t 1nerry are tl1e little folks, 

And wl1a.t a noise they make, 

Whe11 -Windsor castle they behold, 

Displayed 11pon tf1e cake. 

"'fhe turrets a11d the ,valls the), view, 

The ca1111011, too, adn1ire; 

Tl1e soldiPrs read)r to p~eser1t, 

And the11-pop !-pop !-to fire. 

()11 tl1is, wl1e11 they hafl long enoug--h 

All exercised tlieir ,vit, 

They scrutinized the cake, an~! wished 
To taste a bit of it. . .. 
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Eacl1 g11est pre1Jarcd,-tl1e li11ife ,vas raised 
Some slic~s to beg·i11, ~ 

Whe11, Jo! ,witl1 ,vo11der, all exclai111ed, 
'' I l1ear a 11oise ,1,itl1i11 ?" 

Poor Mo11sey, when ·sf1e sa,v the k11ife, 
' At 011ce expressed her fear, ~ 

By sq11eaki11g· out with all lier 1nig·J,t, 
Wl1icl1 every one cot1Jd l1ear. 

'l~_he11 Jol111, as lie the tt1rret view<~d, 
f, ~ • 

· Witl1 conster11ation crie(I, 

'' Tl1ei:e's son1etl1i11g, I an1 sure, alive, 
A tld 1nc,~i11g·, too, inside." 

All n·o,v were l1ushed, and l{new 11ot lvhat 

.Li\ II tl1is cotil<l be about; 
\ ·Vl1i]e Mouse, i11 f1·ig·l1t, forg·ot her tail, 

V\111icl1 at the top popJ)Ctl ot1t. 
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'' Why here's some trick,'' the lady cried, .... 
'' l!t1. knock tl1e turret down.'' 

--
M(lusey4

, in terror, gave a leap, 

A11d ran along her g--ow11. 

''Oh!" screamed the lady,'' Wl1at is tl1is?" 

On eacl1 side was dismay, 

Which Mot1sey tool{ ativantag·e of~ 

By scampering\ away. 
, 

Their fright all o'er, loi1d lat1gl1s enst1ed, 

From all witl1in the hot1se, 

To tl1ink tliat so m11cl1 fear sl1ould be 

c~1t1sed L,y a little Mouse. 

,.J"he childreu huntr·d hig·l1 a11<l low, 
-Tl1is n1errv Mot1se to find; ., 

To l1ave a bit of fuu " 'ith he ·, 

,.fliey all nppec:1r j11clinetl. 
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She saw lier foes, and knew their aim, 

But was not such a dolt 

'l"'o "'ait till she was cai1gl1t, but made 

Right tl1rough a hole-a bolt. 

The party then began their dance, 

And singing 11ext enst1ed ; 

A11d tl1en came supper, with its cakes, 

_A 11d very best horr1e-brewed. 

-~l1ey then sl1ook. hands and bade adieu; 

· Well pleased was'~every one ; 

And hoped next Christmas-day might be 

. As full of harmless fun, 

For all agreed, who on that day 

Had visited the ho.use, 

,..fhey ne'er had seen such pleasure tl1ro11g·l1 

A pretty little Mouse. 
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