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DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF THE GAL-
LANT MEMBERS OF THE BATTALION
WHO FELL IN FRANCE

“So they gave their bodies to the commonwealth,
and received, each for his own memory, praise that
will never die, and with it the grandest of all sepul-
chres; not that in which their mortal bones are laid,
but a home in the minds of men, where their glory
remains fresh to stir to speech or action as the oc-
casion comes by. For the whole earth is a sepulchre
of famous men; and thelr story is not graven only
in stone over their native earth, but lives on, far
away, without visible symbol, woven into the stuff
of other men’s lives.”

—Funeral Speech of Pericles.






FOREWORD

CONSIDER it a great honour to be entrusted with the

task of writing the Foreword of the History of
such a magnificent battalion as the 72nd Seaforth High-
landers of Canada. To do justice to the subject requires
a more facile pen and a greater power of expression than
I possess. However, I gladly accept the invitation as it
affords me an opportunity of paying a tribute to the mem-
bers of a military unit which was seecond to none in the
Canadian Army Corps.

My first impressions of the Seventy-Second were formed
in September, 1916, when I assumed command of the 12th
Canadian Infantry Brigade. Soon after this date training
was commenced in preparation for the strenuous work
which was to come during the two months’ tour of duty
on the Somme. The keenness to learn, the high intelligence
of all ranks, the good physique and smartness on parade
were all favourable points noted, and gave me a confidence
in the Battalion which increased steadily as time went on,
and eventually became unbounded.

‘Whilst always steadfast in defence, the successes
achieved by this fine Battalion were chiefly noticeable in
offensive operations, when carefully thought-out plans and
orders had to be issued by the commanding officer, and
where all ranks always ensured the gaining of their ob-
jectives by a dashing gallantry which the enemy was
never able to withstand. A notable example was the cap-
ture of Crest Farm on the Passchendaele Ridge. This
strong point was the key of the German defences of Pass-
chendaele. Its capture was a feat of arms of the highest
order and is favourably comparable with any ever per-
formed by British troops in war.

This History of the 72nd Battalion Seaforth Highlanders,
giving, as it does, an aceurate account of the achievements
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FOREWORD

of the Battalion in the field, will be an inspiration to
future generations of Canadians. I consider that I was
most fortunate in having in my Brigade a battalion ani-
mated by such a splendid spirit of devotion to duty as that
displayed by the Seventy-Second. I shall always be very
proud of my association with the gallant men who com-
posed this unit, so many of whom laid down their lives
fighting for those principles which we British hold dear.

To Brig.-Gen. J. A. Clark, C.M.G., D.S.0., must be given
the credit of creating and training this fine fighting ma-
chine. His natural aptitude for war, devotion to the duty
of looking after his unit in every possible way and his
gallantry upon all occasions, coupled with the fact that
he-had as fine material as existed in the Empire to work
with, resulted in the 72nd Seaforth Highlanders of Canada
becoming one of the finest battalions in the British Army.

It is hoped that the reading of this history of heroic
deeds and supreme sacrifices will create in the minds and
hearts of readers an unshakable determination to insist
upon Canada having an efficient citizen army. Such a
force is our best guarantee against a repetition of the
Armageddon through which we have just passed.

The greatest crime a nation can commit is to send its
sons to war unprepared. Our best insurance-against the
calamity of war is for each nation in this British Com-
monwealth of ours to undertake its just share in the de-
fence of the Empire. Thus will the development of Canada
be ensured on its present lines within the Empire and our
sacrifices in the late war be not in vain.

“Be welded each and all into one Imperial whole,
“One with Britain heart and soul,
" “One life, one flag, one throne;
“Britons hold your own!”

Major-General.

Ottawa,
May 27th, 1920.



PREFACE

HIS VOLUME is an attempt to place on permanent

pages the origin and history of the 72nd Battalion
Seaforth Highlanders of Canada in such a way that it may
be an inspiration to future members of the Regiment and
show them the record they have to live up to. Interesting
and of value to members and their friends this chronicle
will be in so far as it truthfully portrays the events with
which it is concerned. Useful as a work of reference it may
be, and readable by the general public the authors hope it
may prove. But its main raison d’etre is the one already
stated. It will fail of its purpose if it does not lead to a de-
termination on the part of the Regiment to be worthy of its
glorious past. There would have been much to
attract the chroniclers in the inception and the doings
of this far-western military organization if it had never
been put to the test of war, seeing that in Vancouver, the
city of its birth, it obtained, in its early days, enthusiastie
regard among all citizens, and earned high encomiums for
smartness and discipline. The time came, however, when
Highland sports were to be replaced by Highland heroism;
the parade ground by the battlefield; more or less orna-
mental functions by the stern arbitrament of war. Here,
indeed, were happenings that made very large demand on
those venturing to tell the story of the 72nd between the
declaration of war with Germany, August 4th, 1914, and
the Armistice of November 11th, 1918. The authors of this
book are fully conseious that though they have given their
best endeavours to their task, and have striven to give
due consideration to the relative importance of the events
noted, there must be many instances of valour which they
have failed to record, as well as many points in which
military effectiveness and administration were conspicuous-
ly displayed. But they have tried to give a consecutive and
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PREFACE

concise account of what the Battalion did from start to
finish. If they had had more space at their disposal they
would have enlarged on several matters, notably the great
assistance given to the Battalion by the various women’s
societies whose-constant solicitude for its welfare was be-
yond praise.

That such a military unit as the 72nd should have been
raised and trained in Vancouver must be reckoned as one
of the greatest honours that have befallen this city. That
it should have so distinguished itself in F'rance as to at-
tain an imperishable renown, should be an inspiration to
all who come after. Whenever the wail of a Lament floats
from the pipes upon the air, it surely must forever recall
the memory of those brave men of the 72nd who sleep
in graves beyond the sea; who laid down their lives for the
sake of freedom, home and country!

This work is submitted to the public in the hope that its
testimony to courage, efficiency, discipline and patriotism,
as exhibited in the fight for liberty, may be of use in a
day too much dominated by commercialism, timidity, and
submission to political exigency. In its compilation the
authors have had access to official documents and have
had the help of many who were actively concerned in the
events narrated. Their thanks are hereby tendered to all
who have assisted them in their task. Brig.-Gen. J. A.
Clark and Lieut.-Col. G. H. Kirkpatrick gave continuous en-
couragement and assistance; Major J. 8. Tait supplied valu-
able particulars of the early days of the 72nd Regiment.
Capt. G. Thornton Sharp, M. C., kindly superintended the
production of the maps.

The Table of Events and the other appendices at the end
of the volume, will, they trust, be found useful, together
with the Nominal Roll, in making clear in detail the opera-
tions and the importance of the Battalion, the history of
which it is their privilege to record. B. McE.

Vancouver, July, 1920. A H F.
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INTRODUCTION

HERE is much that is interesting in the origin of the
military organization to the history of which these
pages are devoted.

That a Highland regiment should be formed in Vancouver,
British Columbia, is in itself a somewhat remarkable fact
when the attendant circumstances are considered.

At the time when the project was first broached, the mem-
ories of the early days of the city had not yet faded. Old-
timers still spoke reminiscently of the great fire which, a
little more than a score of years before, had swept the infant
town out of existence. In the year 1887 the first locomotive
of the Canadian Pacific Railway had steamed in to the
chosen terminal of the line. Its heralded approach had al-
ready been the stimulus for vigorous building operations.

From this time onward the evolution of the City of Van-
couver had proceeded at a rapid rate. Edifices costing mil-
lions of dollars had been erected, and upwards of forty miles
of streets had been graded and paved. A steady stream of
settlers had set in, till the population neared the 100,000
mark.

But this far western objective of the virile and the enter-
prising was a comparatively new city when the idea of a
Highland regiment was first mooted in 1909. The glamour
of Vancouver’s novelty, its rapid growth and its up-to-date
public utilities had not departed. A certain romance hung
about this ultima Thule of the Pacific Coast that was thou-
sands of miles away from the older-settled parts of Canada.
No wonder that it attracted large numbers of young men
animated by that pioneering spirit which has done so much
to expand the limits of the British Empire.

Nor is it surprising that prominent among these new-
comers there were many of Scottish ancestry. Eastern Can-
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INTRODUCTION

ada had drawn many immigrants from the ‘“land of the
heather and the flood.”” Scottish names are found in the his-
tory of the warlike doings of a century and a century and a
half ago. Scottish names are abundant in the old directories
of Montreal, Halifax, Toronto and Hamilton; while further
west were found settlements in which the Scottish element
predominated.

‘When the trek to Vancouver took place, this Scottish ele-
ment of the Eastern part of the Dominion furnished its full
quota. While there were many who came here direct from
Scotland, there were more who came after they or their
fathers, and in some cases their grandfathers, had been for
many years settled in Eastern Canada. Nor in considering
the Scotsman in Western Canada must those Scottish ex-
plorers be forgotten, who, with characteristic energy and
courage, first penetrated Western Canadian wilds. The chief
factors of the Hudson’s Bay Co. and other trading companies
were in many cases Scotchmen, and they and their descend-
ants were among the earliest of the white population of
B. C.

Given, therefore, a Scottish, and consequently a clannish
element in the population of Vancouver ; the presence among
them of men not only of financial standing but of publie
spirit, and it is evident that the conditions were ripe for the
forination of a Highland regiment, a military organization
that should embody the soldierly ideas, the uniform and the
special characteristiecs which have ever belonged to the
wearer of the kilt.

A regiment of the Canadian militia, the 6th, the honour-
able record of which has been worthily maintained in the
recent war, had for some years existed in Vancouver, when
the movement in favour of a Highland regiment came into
being. We must look among the annals and traditions of
the Seottish race for the impelling motives which were at
the back of the new and additional organization. Pursuing
this quest, we find that modern Vancouver is linked with

—_— XX —



LIEUT.-COL. G. H. KIRKPATRICK, D.S.O.






INTRODUCTION

ancient Scotland. The mountains and rivers of British Co-
lumbia are seen to have an imaginative and sentimental
conneetion with Caledonian heights and lochs. The Douglas
fir brings memories of wind-swept trees north of the Tweed ;
and the seas that break at the foot of our mountains remind
the Scot of the swirling tides that encirele the rocky head-
lands of his home-land.

But if these physical surroundings of nature have their
influence, far greater and more essential are those spiritual
and racial bonds which unite the Scot abroad to the history
and traditions of the land of his fathers. The memories of
the religion and the glorious deeds of his ancestors are
strong in him, though they may be overlaid by the more
sordid influences which come with modernity and the pur-
suit of wealth.

Here again our investigation takes us back to Eastern
Canada, where in the course of years several Canadian-
Highland regiments had been instituted. The Scottish spirit
which was at the back of the new 72nd had already been
displayed in the formation of the Highland Company of
Montreal, the Toronto Company of Highland Rifles—at one
time attached to the Queen’s Own—the 5th Battalion Royal
Scots of Canada, Montreal, and several other organizations
of the earlier days. To these must be added the 48th High-
landers of Toronto, in the inception of which an important
addition was made to the Canadian Militia. This regiment,
gazetted on 16th October, 1891, is one which for the publie
spirit displayed by the citizens of Toronto in the supply of
the necessary funds for its formation, the enthusiasm of its
officers, the perfection of its drill and discipline, and the
spirit of its men, had achieved fame in Canada before war
was declared.

The Fifth Royal Highlanders of Canada, already wmen-
tioned, would be worthy of more extended notice did space
permit. This regiment was affiliated with the Black Watch,
referred to later. On the outbreak of hostilities a battalion
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of the Fifth was mobilized at Montreal in August, 1914,
where, by the 25th of the month, 1,004 recruits had been
accepted and on that day the battalion entrained for Val-
cartier. Here, when a division for overseas was being or-
ganized, the battalion became the 13th Canadian Battalion,
Royal Highlanders of Canada, under the command succes-
sively of Brig.-Gen. F. O. W. Loomis, C.B., C.M.G.. D S.0.,
lieut.-Col. V. C. Buchanan and Lieut.-Col. G. E. McCuaig,
D.S.0. The gallant deeds of this Battalion were sueh as to
justify the early associations of the regiment from. which it
sprang.
THE OLD HIGHLAND REGIMENTS.

We must, however, look further back than these com-
paratively modern organizations, and in doing so we are
indebted to Dr. Alexander Fraser, who, in the introduc-
tion to his admirable ‘‘History of the 48th Highlanders,’’
gives the suceinet sketch of the old Highland Regiments
which have served in Canada, from which the following
items are taken:

The Black Watch—The first of these to be established
was the celebrated ‘‘Black Wateh,”’ the 42nd, regimented
from six companies of military police, which were formed
in 1729, to keep the peace in the disturbed portions of the
Scottish Highlands. These, and four additional companies,
were formed into a regiment of the line in 1793, and the
first muster took place in 1740. With the formation of the
Black Watch into a regular regiment came the introduction
of the Highland uniform into the British Army. This uni-
form is a modification of the national costume of Scotland,
suited to the arms and accoutrements of the soldier.

A description of that worn at first by the Black Watch
cannot fail to be of interest to the Highland soldier of to-
day. The uniform was a scarlet jacket and waistcoat, with
buff facings and white lace, tartan plaid of twelve yards
plaited round the middie of the body, the upper part being
fixed on the left shoulder, ready to be thrown loose and
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INTRODUCTION

wrapped over both shoulders and firelock in rainy weather.
At night the plaid served the purpose of a blanket. These
were called belted plaids, from being kept tight on the body
by a belt, and worn on guards, reviews, and on all occasions
when the men were in full dress. On the belt hung the
pistols and dirk, when worn. In the barracks and when on
duty, the little kilt or philabeg was worn. A blue bonnet,
with borders of white, red and green, arranged in small
squares to resemble the fess chequey in the arms of the dif-
ferent branches of the Stewart family, and a tuft of feathers,
or sometimes a small black bearskin. Tartan hose with buck-
led shoes were worn and sporrans of badger skins. The arms
were a musket, a bayonet, and a large basket-hilted broad-
sword. ' :

In the spring of 1756 the 42nd (Black Watch) Highland
Regiment embarked from Ireland for New York to take
part in the struggle for supremacy in North America, be-
tween Franee and Great Britain. The 42nd formed part of
Abercromby’s division, which reached Halifax in 1757, in
the first expedition for Louisbourg, which was abandoned
in consequence of the strength of the French forces there.
In the year following they made the memorable charge at
Ticonderoga in New York State. The second battalion of
the 42nd was raised in 1758, and joined the first battalion
in 1759, the combined regiment taking part under General
Ambherst in the operations ending in the capture of Mont-
real and the termination of the war. After the revolution-
ary war, in which the 42nd bore a distinguished part, it
served in Nova Scotia, remaining there until 1789.

Fraser’s Highlanders—So far as actual service is con-
cerned, no Highland regiment has been so closely identified
with Canadian history as Fraser’s Highlanders, the old 78th
Regiment. This regiment, in company with Montgomery’s
Highlanders, landed in Halifax in June, 1757. At Louis-
bourg they bore themselves with distinction, won the
confidence and praise of General Wolfe, and toock an im-
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portant part in the siege of Quebec in 1759. The regiment
remained in Quebec until the summer of 1762 when it joined
the expedition to retake St. John’s, Newfoundland, and the
year following it was disbanded, many of the officers and
men remaining as settlers in Canada.

The 78th Highianders—That so distinguished a Highland
regiment as the 78th Ross-shire Buffs (now Second Battalion
Seaforth Highlanders) should receive a cordial welcome
when it came to Canada is only what might have been taken
for granted. This regiment arrived from Gibraltar in July,
1867, landing in Montreal. In 1868 new colours were pre-
sented to it with great ceremony. The old colours bore the
stains and tatters of many a hard-fought field, and the new
ones had to pay homage to the old, the latter being sent to
Dingwall, Ross-shire to be there preserved. In May, 1869,
the 78th left Montreal for Halifax, companies doing duty
regularly at St. John, N. B., until 1871, when it embarked
for Britain. A

Recapitulating, we have seen that the thriving city of
Vancouver possessed the materials and conditions for the
new enterprise, a Highland regiment. There were men here
whose inborn military ardour was kept alive by racial mem-
ories and characteristics, first and foremost among which is
love of country and determination to defend it if assailed.
Some of them were descendants of the members of the old
Highland regiments. Some of them had been connected with
Highland regiments or companies in other cities. Many of
them belonged to Scottish societies of various kinds. Among
them were men prominent in business enterprises and publie
institutions. We are to see how these elements and condi-
tions combined in the origination of a regiment, and later of
a Battalion which were destined to prove worthy of the his-
tory and traditions of the past. The 72nd Highland Regi-
ment came into being at a time of peace. In a few years it
was to be tried in the furnace of war.
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72nd REGIMENT
SEAFORTH HIGHLANDERS
OF CANADA

CHAPTER 1.
FORMATION OF THE REGIMENT.

Originates with the Gaelic Societies—Delegates from Scottish So-
cieties meet—Application sent to Ottawa—Question of Com-
manding Officer—$25,000 to be raised—Capt. R. G. Edwards
Leckie’s Report.

T WAS in accordance with the fitness of things that the

idea of a Highland regiment for Vanecouver should orig-
inate in the Gaelic Society of that city. It was in that or-
ganization, devoted to the study and preservation of the
ancient language and literature which are so indissolubly
connected with the Highlands of Scotland, that a few en-
thusiastic Scots gave utterance to the thought that the time
had arrived for the establishment in Vanecouver of a regi-
ment of Highlanders. The suggestion was favourably
received , and requests were sent out to the Scottish so-
cieties in the city to appoint delegates to meet and confer
on the matter. Accordingly, on May 11th, 1909, a meeting
was held in the St. Andrew’s and Caledonian Societies’
rooms, when Mr. Alexander Morrison was elected chairman,
and there were also present Dr. S. J. Tunstall, MecC.
Hutechinson, D. C. McGregor, C. W. Sarel, Alexander Sim,
J. W. Manson, Major J. Duff Stuart, Capt. J. S. Tait, Capt.
A. Rowan, Lieut. Jas. Sclater and Mr. A. McKinlay. Mr.
Morrison, the chairman, with the impressions of what had
been said at the Gaelic Society’s meeting fresh in his mind,
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SEAFORTH HIGHLANDERS OF CANADA

introduced the subject in vigorous terms, and it was unani-
mously resolved by the meeting that the time had arrived
for the creation of a Highland regiment in Vancouver. Con-
versation took place as to the cost of uniforms, for which
money would have to be raised, since the Government con-
tribution would only amount to $10 or $12 per man. The
suggestion was also thrown out that the regiment might
be called the Strathcona Highlanders, an idea that was
afterwards dropped as Lord Strathcona had already given
his name to another regiment. Capt. J. S. Tait was made
secretary.

The topic was diseussed in Scottish circles in the city from
all points of view, and general public approbation was
evinced, but some months elapsed before another meeting
of the delegates was held. On January 17th, 1910, they
again met, the personnel of the meeting including, besides
those already mentioned, Mr. H. O. Bell-Irving and Mr. J.
MecGlashan. Mr. Morrison reported that application for per-
mission to form a regiment had been sent to the Minister of
Militia. !

It further transpired that it had been decided to apply
for the Number Seventy-Second, that of the Seaforths in
Scotland ; that number being vacant on the Canadian Mi-
litia List. The question of officers for the regiment came up,
and as the Chairman announced that he was leaving for a
tour in New Zealand and Australia, Mr. David Robertson,
vice-president of the St. Andrew’s and Caledonian Societies,
was appointed in his place.

At the next meeting, February 9th of the same year, Mr.
Bell-Irving brought forward the name of Major R. G. Ed-
wards Leckie as an officer for the regiment, and also that
of Lieut. G. H. Kirkpatrick. The question of quarters was
also canvassed, and a committee was instructed to get to
work and furnish Mr. Bell-Irving with a list of other offi-
cers.

On July 12th, 1910, Mr. Bell-Irving reported that he had
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FORMATION OF THE REGIMENT

discussed the question of a commanding officer for the regi-
ment with Col. Peters, D.0.C.,, and it was decided that
the Scottish Societies should express their desire to the
Militia Department that Capt. R. G. Edwards Leckie should
be the C. O.

A very important item at this meeting was the news that
Mr. James A. Macdonell, of the firm of Maedonell Czowski
& Co., had offered his services as Chairman of a Committee
to collect subscriptions for the outfitting of the proposed
Highland regiment. In this regard Mr. Macdonell, after-
wards Honorary Colonel of the regiment, performed yeo-
man service, and it is not too much to say that the ultimate
sucecessful launching of the enterprise, so far as the financial
end of it was concerned, was largely the result of his untir-
ing efforts. At this meeting also it was decided that the
minimum sum to be raised should be $25,000.

A report in the Vancouver ‘‘Daily Provinee’’ of July 15th,
1910, indicates that the Militia Department had signified
their approval of the formation of the proposed regiment,
and of its official number being the 72nd. Tt also mentions
that the uniform would be the same as the Seaforths of the
Imperial Service, with the Mackenzie tartan.

The Vancouver ‘‘Daily Provinee’’ of that date has also

the following to say about the officers of the new regiment:

‘“‘The prospective Commanding Officer (Capt. R. G. Ed-
wards Leckie) graduated with highest honours from the
Royal Military College, Kingston; won the sword of hon-
our and one of the Governor-General’s medals; later he
obtained a commission in the 75th Battalion of which he
became adjutant; subsequently was transferred to the
Princess Louise Hussars, and later to the Cavalry Reserve
of officers; recruited a British Columbia detachment of
Horse for the South African War, and later recruited
the (B. C.) Contingent of the 2nd Canadian Mounted
Rifles. He served at the front as Commander of a squad-
ron of this regiment; was present at the Hart’s River en-
gagement and was mentioned in despatches; received the
Queen’s medal with two clasps. In 1903 he was present
in Somaliland during the campaign of Generals Manning
and Sir Charles Egerton, against the Mad Mullah.

‘“Among other officers who have seen service and have
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intimated their willingness to take commissions, is Lieut.
Guy H. Kirkpatrick, son of Sir George Kirkpatrick, who
served in the Strathcona Horse and 2nd Canadian Mounted
Rifles in South Africa.
‘“The list of officers is being quickly filled up k

For the remaining commissions Major Leckie will be glad
to receive and consider applications from those desiring
to serve.”

The Committee continued their correspondence with the
Militia Department at Ottawa, and authorization was finally
obtained on November 24th, 1910. The movement to have
the regiment affiliated with the Seaforth Highlanders was
also carried on with the result that the 1st and 2nd Bat-
talions of the Imperial Seaforths gave their consent to the
Vancouver regiment using their name in a letter written
from India, and dated April 5th, 1911, which reads in part

as follows

‘“The officers of this Battalion ha\e been informed that
those interested in raising the 72nd Highlanders of Can-
ada were In favour of the name ‘Seaforth’ being used in
connection with the title, and desired that the regiment be
affiliated with the Seaforth Highlanders. They are entirely
in agreement with the scheme, and are honoured by the
proposals made therein.”

Among the items of interest at this time was a report
presented to the Committee by the C. O. of the regiment,
Capt. R. G. Edwards Leckie. Some passages of this docu-
ment, which is dated April 11th, 1911, are as follows:

“At the last meeting of the representatives of the Scot-
tish Societies of Vancouver, a Finance Committee to raise
the necessary funds for the Highland regiment was formed,
with Mr. Macdonell as Chairman. The idea was that this
committee, with the co-operation of the Scottish Societies,
would endeavour to raise the sum of $25,000 for the pur-
pose of equipping the new regiment with Highland uni-
forms, etc. Mr. Macdonell has practically taken all this
work upon his shoulders, and has been successful to date
in securing half the desired amount. We are very grateful
to him for his untiring endeavours in this work.

“I had been requested, previous to this meeting, by the
District Officer Commanding, to go ahead and select the
officers for the regiment . . . . 1In selecting the offi~
cers, my first consideration was efficiency, as it is my de-
sire to make this regiment one of the best in the Do-
minion; and without efficient officers, such a thing is im-
possible. Natlonality came next in consideration; and as
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this is a Canadian regiment, my first choice in this par-
ticular would lie with Canadians of Scotch descent, after
which, of course, would come Scotsmen born in the Old
Country. 1 have been fortunate in securing up to date
about a dozen officers who have seen active service, and
whose knowledge of actual warfare will place us in the
first rank of useful regiments in Canada. Of those already
selected, twenty are Scottish Canadians, or Scottish by
name. Five Canadians of Irish parentage but partly
Scotch, four English, three of whom I believe are partly
Scotch. So you see we have an overwhelmingly strong
representation of Scottish blood among the officers, more
so, I think, than any Scottish regiment in the Imperial
service.

“Captain Godson Godson, whom I persuaded to take
the adjutancy, has had great experience of soldiering in
every point of view. He has been through several cam-
paigns in which he greatly distinguished himself; and his
work in connectlon with the raising of this reglment de-
serves the greatest praise,

*““With respect to the non-commissioned officers and men
we have had to take pretty much what we could get in
the way of recruits, having regard to a high standard of
physique. Here also, however, Scotsmen greatly prepond-
erate in numbers, ag may be seen from the regimental
rolls. 5 G
‘“We have also been fortunate in obtaining the use of
the Drill Hall for the instruction of non-commissioned
officers, between the hours of 7 and 8 p.m. As soon as
the non-commissioned officers have completed their course,
recrult drill will be commenced, and about that time the
regimental sergeant-major, whom we have obtained from
the Seaforth Highlanders, will have arrived in the city.
I expect that by June 1st, with the exception of the band,
the regiment will be completely organized and in working
shape. Shortly atter this date, the citizens of Vancouver
may expect to see the first public parade. I sincerely hope
that when they see it, all Scotsmen will be proud of the
corps.”



CHAPTER II
EARLY EVENTS.

Officers joining the new Regiment—Department of Militia gives
consent—First public appearance of the Regiment—Annual
Scottish games—TFirst inspection by Col. Wadmore—Training
on Vancouver Island—Visit of the Regiment to Tacoma, Wash,
Review by H. R. H., the Duke of Connaught—On duty at
Nanaimo.

AMONG other officers who joined the regiment on organiz-
ation were Hon. Lieut.-Col. Jas. A. Macdonell, Major J.
S. Tait, Major H. S. Tobin, Capt. G. Godson Godson, Capt. G.
H Kirkpatrick, Capt. W. Rae, Capt. J. A. Clark, Capt. A.
D. Wilson, Lieut. Roderick Bell-Irving, Lieut. W. F. Kemp,
and Lieut. R. H. Tupper.

Final ratification of the Canadian Military authorities
was received in a letter to the D. O. C,, M. D. No. 11, from
Ottawa, dated March 27th, 1912, in part as follows:

“I am directed by the Minister in Militia Councii to
inform you that a despatch has been received from, the
Imperial authorities to the effect that His Majesty the
King has been graciousiy pleased to approve of the 72nd
Highlanders of Canada being designated the ‘72nd Sea-
forth Highlanders of Canada,” and of the regiment being
shown in the War Office Army List as being allied to the
Seaforth Highlanders (Ross-shire Buffs, the Duke of Al-
bany’s).

(Signed) I am, etc.,
F. L. LESSARD, Brig.-Gen., Adjutant-Gen.

The first public appearance of the regiment took place on
Coronation Day, Thursday, June 22nd, 1911, the ceremonies
in connection with the occasion being held in Recreation
Park, Vancouver. With a hot sun beating down on the larg-
est erowd of civilians and soldiers ever gathered in Van-
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EARLY EVENTS

couver, the Coronation was fittingly celebrated. The weather,
which had been threatening in the morning, could not have
been better when the ceremonies began in the afternoon,
and a crowd of about 30,000 people covered every foot of
space in the park, and filled the grand stand to overflowing.
the display of troops was something previously unknown
in Vancouver, and the new Highland regiment especially
drew forth favourable comments. Lined up in front of the
stand from which the speeches were made, the Highlanders,
the Sixth Regiment, the Boy Scouts, the High School Ca-
dets and the Veterans made an impressive sight.

On the following July 29th, the annual games in connec-
tion with the Caledonian and St. Andrew’s Societies were
held at Brockton Point grounds, when the presence of many
of the privates and most of the officers of the 72nd bright-
ened the occasion. The tug of war between the different
companies of the Highlanders proved one of the most in-
teresting events of the day. It finally settled down to a pull
between D and G Companies, and after several minutes of
gruelling work, D Company carried off the prize.

The first inspection of the regiment took place on August
1st of the same year, the inspecting officer being Col. Wad-
more, D. O. C.,, M. D. No. 11. The regiment paraded on the
Cambie Street grounds, and the men made a fine appear-
ance. The D. O. C. put the regiment through a somewhat
severe test in the various movements, most of which were
excellently done. The marching of the regiment was especi-
ally remarked. Speaking of the inspection afterwards, Col.
‘Wadmore said that he was highly pleased with the regiment
and complimented Col. Leckie and the other officers on the
high state of efficiency to which, in a comparatively short
time, the regiment had been brought.

In the spring of 1912, the regiment went into training on
Vancouver Island, the work done consisting chiefly of tac-
tical exercises which received their culmination in the sham
battle at Colwood. The attacking forces under Col. J. Duft
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Stuart, had the city of Victoria as their objective. The de-
fence was conducted by forces commanded by Lieut.-Col. A.
W. Currie (Sir A. W. Currie). The regiment commanded by
Lieut.-Col. R. G. Edwards Leckie formed a part of the at-
tacking forces on this occasion.

The progress of the regiment was further indicated by a
memorable church parade which took place on April 1st,
1912. Headquarters had by this time been secured in the
Hoffmeister building on Pender Street, and when the regi-
ment issued in full order to the martial musie of eight pipers
and a thirty-two piece brass band, they made a great im-
pression on the econcourse of people that lined the side-walks.
The regiment’s formation was led by four signallers, imme-
diately preceding the brass band. Then marched Col. Leekie,
in command; his field officers, Hon. Lieut.-Col. Macdonell,
Lieut.-Col. Markham of the 8th Hussars, Major Hulme of the
6th D. C. O. R., Capt. Dowling, Lieut. J. Stephen (91st High-
landers) and Lieut. Schofield of the B. C. Horse. Divine serv-
ice was conducted at St. John’s Church by Principal Mac-
kay. p

Another event of the same year was the trip to Tacoma,
Wash., on July 4th, when the members of the regiment
were the guests of the citizens on the occasion of the Mont-
amara Festival. The visit seems to have pleased everybody.
‘‘Hospitality unsurpassable and the acme of courtesy,’’ were
the words used by Col. Leckie on his return. The 72nd was
given the place of honour in the Tacoma parade. Many Un-
jon Jacks decorated the route, and also Scottish Lion flags.
A sumptuous luncheon was enjoyed at the National Guard
Armoury, and the Highlanders hobnobbed with Uncle Sam’s
tars, members of the Washington State Guards, U. 8. Coast
Artillery and others. In the afternoon there was a march
to the Stadium.

Several Highlanders, under the management of Lieut. Co-
lin Marshall, took part in the sports. After dinner in the eve-
ning, the regiment was reviewed under the searchlight, an
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EARLY EVENTS

event witnessed by 70,000 people. There was a tremendous
ovation as the Stars and Stripes were hoisted in front of
the officers’ box, while the Highlanders’ Band played the
“‘Star Spangled Banner.”” From one of the floats taking
part in the procession, white doves, emblematic of Peace,
were released, and flew around the great arena. From the
moment of the arrival of the regiment when it was greeted
by booming guns from the warships in the harbour till the
re-embarkation for home, a large-hearted hospitality char-
acterized the oceasion. {

An outstanding feature of 1912 was the review at Brock-
ton Point by the Governor-General, H. R. H. the Duke of
Connaught, on Thursday, September 19th. On this oceasion
the Duke presented the regiment with its colours, the gift
of the Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire. When H.
R. H. arrived on the previous day, he was met at the C. P.
R. Station by a guard of honour supplied by the Sixth Regi-
ment, the Duke being Hon. Colonel. On arrival at the Court-
house, the Vice-regal party was greeted by a guard of hon-
onr composed of members of the Seaforths. Their smart
precision was much admired by onlookers, and was evident-
ly appreciated by the Governor-General.

But the review of the Vancouver garrison at Brockton
Point on the following day proved the greatest event of the
kind ever witnessed in British Columbia. The day was ideal.
The honour of the right of the line was given to the Veterans
and they were the first to be inspected. Then in succession
came the Sixth Canadian Engineers of North Vancouver,
the Sixth Regiment, the 72nd Seaforth Highlanders, the
Eighteenth Field Ambulance, the Boy Scouts and the Ca-
dets. The Seaforths then formed three sides of a hollow
square, and on the completion of the movement, the Chap-
lain of the regiment, the Rev. Dr. Mackay, stepped into
the enclosure, while the drummers constructed a drum-head
pulpit. Two stalwart Highlanders bearing the new colours
then marched to the front, and the ceremony of consecrat-
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ing the regimental colours was performed. At the conclu-
sion of this interesting ceremony, His Royal Highness ad-
dressed the regiment. Ile expressed his pleasure at having
been accorded the privilege of presenting the regiment with
their colours, and he hoped the corps would long be spared
to carry them with honour. He referred to the Imperial
regiment known as the Seaforth Highlanders with which the
local corps is affiliated, and assured those present that no
corps in the British service had a grander record or was
more highly honoured than were the Seaforths. He felt sure
the local corps would jealously guard their colours, and
in doing so, do their share in guarding the honour of Can-
ada and the Empire.

In response, Lieut.-Col. R. G. Edwards Leckie, the officer
commanding, thanked His Royal Highness for his kind
words, and assured him that the regiment which he had the
honour to command would be ever ready to do its duty.
The men bearing the colours then took their places in the
ranks, and amid thunderous applause, the regiment was
brought to its original position in quarter-column.

Then came the march-past. As the order to advance was
given, and the band of the Seaforth Highlanders started
off with that well-known Scottish military air ‘‘Highland
Laddie,’’ the cheers which resounded testified the popularity
of the newest of Vancouver’s corps. It was not to be wou-
deced at that the enthusiasm was so marked, for the sight
was a grand one, as the regiment advanced with the long
stride peculiar to the ‘‘Kilties,’” the swaying of the sporrans
and kilts, the fluttering in the breeze of the feathers in the
bonnets, and the splendid work of the men was sufficient to
arouse enthusiasm in the most stoical.

On June 23rd, 1913, the regiment was inspected by Gen-
eral Colin Mackenzie, a former C. O. of the Imperial Sea-
forth Highlanders, and on June 26th till July 1st, the regi-
ment was in training, with other regiments, at Sydney, Van-
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coaver Island. During this period they were inspected by
Gen. Sir Ian Hamilton.

In the late summer of the same year the regiment was
called out in aid of the civil power in connection with a
strike in the Nanaimo distriet, and a detachment of the 72nd
was on continuous duty there until ealled back on mobiliza-
tion for active serviece in August, 1914.

At the end of May, 1913, the Seaforths joined other regi-
ments at the training eamp at Vernon, B. C. This was said
to be the largest military camp held in the province up to
that time, there being about 1500 men present, including
cavalry. Colonel Roy, D. O. S., was the inspecting officer,
and some very good work was done.
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CHAPTER IN.
THE WAR STARTS.

Proclamation of war—Services of Regiment offered as a unit—
Detachment goes to Valcartier—Qffer to furnish an Overseas
Battallon—Offer accepted—Name of Battalion decided—Train-
ing at Hastings Park, Vancouver—Reviews of Battalion—Mus-
ketry training—Battalion leaves for Overseas—Is reviewed by
H. R. H. the Duke of Connaught—Sails for England—Bram-
shott Camp—Inspection by Field Marshal Viscount French—
The King’s review—Inspection of Division by Rt. Hon. Lloyd
George—Musketry achievements—First draft for the front.

HE PROCLAMATION of war with Germany on August
4th, 1914, was to change the entire aspect of military
affairs in Canada. Nowhere was the significance of the
event more vividly realized than among the citizen-soldiers
of Vancouver. There was more than one German in Van-
couver who from time to time had boasted that ‘‘The Day”’
was coming. The men of the 72nd rose to the occasion and
determined that nothing should be wanting on their part
to make that boast of none effect.

Lieut.-Col. R. G. Edwards Leckie immediately telegraphed
to the Militia Department at Ottawa offering the services
of the regiment as a unit. This offer was not accepted, but
a detachment consisting of 25 officers and 514 men proceeded
to the training camp at Valeartier, Quebec, and was in-
corporated in the 16th Battalion under the command of
Lieut.-Col Leckie. These, after severe training in that camp,
proceeded overseas and rendered such valiant service in
a battalion which subsequently established a war record
second to none, and as a fighting unit covered itself with
glory.
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THE WAR STARTS.

As the new Canadian battalions were sucbessively formed,
the 72nd sent its quota to each, the numbers supplied being
as follows:

To the 29th Battalion, 12 officers and 305 men.
To the 47th Battalion, 7 officers and 361 men.
To the 11th C. M. R., 5 officers and 105 men.
To the 72nd Battalion, 34 officers and 1243 men.
To the 231st Battalion, 17 officers and 866 men.

Well over 30 officers and 300 men were distributed among
the numerous other battalions organized in British Columbia,
and another 300 were recruited and sent forward for these
battalions after the 231st left Vancouver.

But the energetic spirit that was behind these movements
was emphasized and strengthened as day after day the des-
patches from the battlefields in Europe came in. In May,
1915, an offer was made to His Majesty’s Government at
Ottawa to furnish a battalion for overseas service. Much
doubt was felt and expressed as to the possibilities of rais-
ing a whole battalion from British Columbia at that time.
Officers and men were ready, and many communications
with Ottawa took place.* Finally authorization was received
in July, and on the 18th of that month a telegram to the
D. 0. C, M. D. No. 11, from Headquarters, Ottawa, con-
tained notice of the appointment of Major J. A. Clark, as
officer commanding the new battalion. The terms of the
authorization, however, made it necessary to wait until the
62nd, the 47th and 67th Battalions were fully recruited. As
with the 72nd Regiment, so with the 72nd Battalion, the
question of the name was the subject of much discussion.
It was a matter of considerable gratification when, after
correspondence with the Imperial and Federal authorities,
the name ““72nd Overseas Battalion, C. E. F., Seaforth High-
landers of Canada,”” was decided upon and officially author-
ized. Arrangements were made to encamp and train the
Battalion at Hastings Park, Vancouver, an area of 60 acres
occupied by the buildings and grounds of the Vancouver
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*Many stalwart friends came forward, not only with encouraging words, but
with liberal money contributions. Prominent among those who thus backed
up the movement at this time was Mr. John G. McFee, a member of a firm
of contractors in Seattle, and now associated with the firm of Loomis (Major-
General Sir Frederick Loomis), McFee, Henry and McDonald of Vancouver, As
& Canadian and a patriot, Mr. McFee was most generous at a crucial time. Seo
was Mr. Henry Bell Irving, who stood behind the Battalion throughout the
period of its services in France, despite the fact that one of his sons belonged
to the 16th, one to the 29th, one to the Navy, two to Flying Corps, and one to
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Exhibition Assoeciation. And now occurred an example of
rapid recruiting which plainly showed the martial spirit al-
ready gathering about the inception of the new unit. On
the 1st day of September a telegram was received from the
Adjutant-General announcing that an inspection by the
Duke of Connaught would take place in the near future. At
that time not a man had been taken on the strength of the
Battalion. The first recruits were received on September 4th.
On September 16th 660 overseas Kilties marched past the
Duke in review order. By the end of the month the Battalion
was up to full strength, but lack of equipment prevented a
portion of the men from joining the Battalion at Hastings
Park until the third week in October. But from the 15th of
September till the following April, intensive training was
proceeded with. It was a severe winter, accompanied by
deep snowfalls quite unusual for Vancouver. In the latter
part of October the Battalion was again inspeeted, on this
occasion by Colonel the Hon. Sir Charles Davidson, K.C.M.G.
The first two months at Hastings Park were devoted to
reeruit training, including company and battalion drill.
Upon completion of this preliminary training, a very
thorough course of musketry was carried out, each company
taking its turn for a week at the Richmond ranges. Instruec-
tion was also given in tactical exercises, such as company
and battalion in attack; advance and rear-guard actions,
ete. In addition to this, the men received training in field
entrenchments and bombing, and a route march was held
once a week. After the Battalion had thus undergone seven
months’ severe training, Brig.-Gen. John Hughes conduect-
ed a final inspection prior to the departure of the Battalion
for overseas on January 16th, 1916. As a last taste of the
wintry conditions that had characterised the stay at Hast-
ings Park this review was carried out in a blizzard.
During the Battalion’s sojourn at Hastings park, while the
training received was mecessarily of a warlike nature, great
attention was also paid to sports, and the conquests of
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the Imperials. To General J. W. Stewart the Battalion owes a debt of grati-
tude it can never repay. Mention must also be made here of the very liberal
way in which the employees of the Western Canada Power Company (through
Mr. R. F. Hayward) and the men of the Britannia Mines Company, came for-
ward with substantial contributions. It is not too much to say that but for the
help of these and many other supporters at a critical stage in the early Qays
of the Battalion, it would have been confronted with difficulties of a serious

nature.



‘\\

(s

TE UL UL

RIGOROUS TRAINING CONDITIONS, MINORU PARK, VANCOUVER

s

fafiin

SHOOTING PRACTICE, MINORU PARK, VANCOUVER






THE WAR STARTS.

the 72nd in that direction will be remembered. Chief
among the sports days held were the occasions, first on
St. Patrick’s Day, 1916, when the Battalion marched to
New Westminster and won very easily the great majority
of the events from the 121st and 131st Battalions, and
secondly, the last and most important sports day of all was
held at Hastings park on April 1st, when, under a cloud-
less sky some 15,000 people were assembled in the big
grand stand overlooking the oval. It was a day of 72nd
victories, chief among which was the winning of the quar-
ter-mile by Pte. Macdonell of the 72nd against Copping of
the 61st Battery C. F. A., the exciting finish being one
never to be forgotten.

It goes without saying that public interest in the Battalion
during its encampment at Hastings Park rose to a high
piteh. It grew more intense as the time for leaving for over-
seas drew near. Illustrating the difficulties that were en-
countered in making the start, it may be mentioned that
on Thursday night, April 13th, the men had been granted
four or five days’ leave. At 9 p.m. on the following day
the news came that the Battalion was to be entrained on
Sunday morning, the 16th. Not a man was left in camp
and the Battalion was distributed to various areas. It
speaks well for the esprit de corps which had been estab-
lished that after the wires had been kept hot for several
hours by imperative messages, not a man was absent when
the last roll was ecalled on Sunday morning. The final
move was made on Sunday, April 16th, 1916. Before
marching off from the Park a church service was held;
Captain the Rev. John Mackay, D.D., the chaplain of the
72nd Regiment, Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, officiat-
ing. The day was fine and a very large crowd, estimated
at 30,000, gathered to see the Highlanders off on the first
lap of their journey to the battlefields of Europe.

The trip across the continent was a pleasant one, route
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marches being undertaken at Calgary, Alberta, Fort Wil-
liam, Ontario, and Campbelltown, New Brunswick.

Shortly before arriving at Ottawa, word was received that
the Battalion would be inspected by H. R. H. the Duke of
Connaught. Ottawa was reached on the morning of Good
Friday, April 21st, and the Battalion marched past the Gov-
ernor-General who was accompanied by Sir Robert Borden.
The Duke afterwards eame to the railway station where the
Battalion was earefully inspected by His Royal Highness and
the officers presented to him. Both he and his staff made
most complimentary remarks regarding the smartness,
steadiness and physique of the Battalion. On completion
of his inspection he requested that the men should again
march past him, in order that he might see them again be-
fore leaving. This was done on the station platform.

The following extracts from a private letter received by
one of the officers of the Battalion from a staff officer who
was preseni, and accompanied H. R. H. during the inspee-
tion, bear witness to the favourable impression created
by the Battalion on this occasion, and though written
confidentially at the time, the C. G. S. and the writer have
kindly concurred in granting permission for its publica-
tion in these pages. ‘“The C. G. S. saw the 72nd when it
marched through Ottawa, and bhe told me that he had
never seen a finer looking battalion. He watched it en-
vwain, and remarked how well the officers bore themselves.
Also he told me that the Duke was so struck by its ap-
pearance, that he cabled to the War Office suggesting that
it was too good a battalion to be broken up for draft-
giving purposes.’’

The Battalion again entrained, and on the morning of
Easter Sunday, April 23rd, Halifax, Nova Secotia, was
reached and the men embarked on H. M. Transport Empress
of Britain. This ship also carried the 76th Battalion, the
87th Battalion, a draft for the Forestry Battalion, and a
draft for the Canadian Field Artillery. In addition to the
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THE WAR STARTS.

Empress of Britain, the convoy consisted of H. M. T. Meta-
gama and H. M. T. Lapland, with the eruiser Carnarvon
doing patrol duty. It sailed on Wednesday, April 26th, in a
blizzard. The voyage aeross was uneventful. The custom-
ary drills were undertaken, and though everybody wore a
life-preserver and was on the qui vive for submarines, no
enemy of that kind made his appearance. Boat drill was
undertaken twice a day, and many of the men saw for the
first time the Lewis guns, which, with their crews were
posted to look out against the submarine menace. As the
ship was erowded, there was considerable satisfaction when
Liverpool was reached on the evening of Thursday, May 4th.
The weather had been good and the inconveniences of the
voyage had been taken in good part. On Friday morning,
May 5th, the Battalion disembarked and took train to Lip-
hook. This small place on the Portsmouth road has come
into a prominence to which it was formerly a stranger,
and among the stories about it that have been unearthed
is the legend that Lord Nelson stayed at its principal inn,
the Crown and Anchor, for one night previous to going
on board the Vietory for Trafalgar.

The shades of evening had fallen over the English land-
scape before Liphook was reached. On detraining, the Bat-
talion marched to Bramshott, a distance of about three
miles. ‘“As the boys had been on the train all day,’”’ says
one of them, ‘‘they were tired and hungry. Great, therefore,
was their satisfaction at being very hospitably received by
the 54th Battalion who had provided at the cookhouse as
good a meal as ever was tasted. They also gave us breakfast
next morning. The boys will long remember this kindness
on the part of a B. C. regiment. It was like a bit of home.”’

The Battalion now found itself in a well-appointed camp
which combined huts, to accommodate about 30 men, with
the usual military tents. Morning breaking revealed Bram-
shott as a camp of about 1% miles long by 14 mile broad,
on high ground, between Liphook and Hindhead on the
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SEAFORTH HIGHLANDERS OF CANADA

Portsmouth road, its soil very sandy, and the surrounding
country wild moorland and gorse. There were comfortable
headquarters, and good bathing and fumigating arrange-
ments. The Battalion now settled down to three months
and one week of steady training, including very thorough
instruction in musketry by its own officers and N. C. O.’s.

A few days after arrival at Bramshott, the Battalion was
inspected by Divisional Commander Major-General Sir David
Watson, K.C.B., C.M.G.

During an inspection of the Battalion’s horses on May
17, by the Brigadier the Lord Brooke, an amusing episode
occurred. Transport-Sergeant Foster recognized in Lord
Brooke’s staff captain, Capt. Sparks, an old friend of the
South African war. Lord Brooke, noticing Sergt. Foster’s
South African ribbon, remarked: ‘‘So you were in South
Africa, Sergeant?’’ ‘‘Yes, sir,”’ replied the sergeant, ‘‘I
was there with the Strathcona Horse.”” Turning to his
staff captain, Lord Brooke asked, ‘‘Weren’t you with the
Strathcona Horse in South Africa, Sparks?’’ Sergt. Foster
looked up quickly, and recognizing his old friend, astonish-
ment overcame disciPline. ‘‘My God!”’ he exclaimed, ‘‘it’s
Geordie Sparks.”” Laughingly, Lord Brooke turned to his
staff captain, ‘“You seem to be well known here Sparks.”’
“Yes, sir,’”” interposed Sergt. Foster, now quite at ease
and rising to the occasion, ‘‘well and favourably known,
sir.”” They had been friends in the Canadian Cavalry unit.

On May 24 the Battalion was inspected at Bramshott
Camp by Field Marshal Viscount French. During the in-
spection, the Field Marshal more than once remarked to
the commanding officer, ‘‘A magnificent lot of men,”’ and
in closing the inspection, while congratulating Col. Clark
upon the physique and discipline of his men, he remarked
““What strikes one about this battalion is that they LOOK
like soldiers.’’

On July 1 the Battalion took part in the inspection of
the 4th Canadian Division, by His Majesty the King, on
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THE WAR STARTS.

Hankley Common. As the King rode on to the parade
ground 15,000 infantry drawn up in mass formation, with
fixed bayonets, crashed as one man into the ‘‘present,’’
the flash of bayonets in the sun transforming the common
into a glittering expanse. After the inspection, each unit
marched past the King in column of half-companies, the
swinging kilts and spats of the Vancouver Highlanders
showing up to great advantage.

Later in July, the 4th Canadian Division was inspected
by Right. Hon. Lloyd George and Lieut.-Gen. Sir Sam
Hughes. At the coneclusion of the inspection, the British
Premier (then Minister of War) delivered a stirring ad-
dress to the officers of the Division. In reference to this
last inspection a most interesting letter was received by
Col. Clark, under date of August 11, 1916, from a very
distinguished Vancouver officer who accompanied the Min-
ister of war during the inspection. The following extract
will be read with interest: ‘‘While in conversation with
Mr. Lloyd George yesterday morning, discussing the re-
view of the Canadian troops, not knowing that I knew
you or your regiment, he told me that he was very much
impressed with one particular battalion—the Vancouver
Highlanders, that they were the finest body of men he
had ever seen. and that officers and men were fit for any-
thing. He spoke particularly of your pipe-major. He
thought him a fine specimen of a Highlander. He was also
told, he said, that many of your men could speak Gaelic.
You certainly made a great hit with the Minister of war.
You can imagine how pleased I was to be able to say to
him that I had the houour of being your Honorary Col-
onel.”’

On the occasion of His Majesty the King’s visit to Alder-
shot in July, 1916, the Battalion was distinguished by being
selected to furnish a guard of honour of three officers and
100 other ranks. Early in June the 72nd Battalion had
been notified that the G. O. C. 4th Canadian Division, had
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selected the 72nd Battalion for that honour on account of
its smartness and general efficiency. With regard to this
occasion a member of the Battalion who was at Aldershot
attending a school of instruction at the time, overheard
many highly commendatory remarks as to the physique
and military smartness of this guard of honour, from
some of the most able critics— the seasoned men of the
Imperial forces.

But these more or less spectacular events were merely
the red-letter days in the course of the steady business-like
preparation that went on from day to day to get the Bat-
talion into good shape for its work at the front. Bayonet-
fighting, bombing, entrenching, wiring, ete., were indus-
triously practised.

The efficiency that had been acquired in musketry by the
Jattalion during its stay at Hastings Park, Vancouver,
formed a thorough grounding to the instruction now given.
Its high character was evidenced when the Battalion won
the Brigade Trophy, presented by Brig.-Gen. the Lord
Brooke, for musketry. The presentation of this cup by Lady
Brooke was an event long to be remembered. In winning it
the Battalion hung up a record for the highest average made
by any Canadian or British battalion of the new armies,
by making an average of all first-class shots.

‘When June 18th—the anniversary of the battle of Water-
loo—came along, the Battalion was called upon to send a
draft of 150 men to France——a striking commentary on the
change that a century had wrought. The draft was chosen
equally from ‘“A”’ and ‘‘B’’ companies, and went to the
16th Battalion Canadian Scottish. While at Bramshott the

Battalion received the following reinforcements:

From the 65th Battalion, 5 officers and 132 other ranks.
From the 11th C. M, R., 3 officers.

From the 76th Battalion, 2 officers.
From the 88th Battalion, 1 officer.
From the 103rd Battalion, 1 officer.
From the T74th Battalion, 35 other ranks.
From the 77th Battalion, 32 other ranks.
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CHAPTER 1V.
BAPTISM OF FIRE.

Battalion sails for Le Havre—Reaches Hopoutre, Belgium—Sir
Julian Byng—First tour in the line—First raid on enemy’s
lines—The “Tommy Cooker’—A long march—The Somme and
its mud—Working parties—Description of arduous Somme
experiences—The march North begins.

FOR MANY a year in England August 12th, when aec-
cording to the almanac ‘‘Grouse-shooting Begins,”’ had
been a day dear to sportsmen. Now that Britain was too
busy for sport, it happened to be the day fixed for the de-
parture of the 72nd from Bramshott. They had undergone
hard training both here and before they left home. That
training was now to be put to the test.

On August 12, 1916, therefore, the Battalion, 1055 strong
(40 officers and 1015 other ranks) left Bramshott, taking
train from Liphook to Southampton, and sailing that night
to Le Havre in one of the ordinary Channel boats, which was
crowded up with our men and equipment. At last they were
bound for the actual scenes of war, and a natural feeling of
excitement was general. Le Havre was reached after a six-
hour run, on the morning of the 13th. Upon disembarking,
the Battalion was marched to some sheds on the wharf,
where it spent the day and night. The following morning
it was marched to a rest camp, and that afternoon was pa-
raded through the town. An enjoyable swim in the sea fol-
lowed which, if it was marked by a paucity of bathing-suits,
afforded much refreshment and exhibited a magnificence
of muscular development that a Phidias might have rejoiced
to see. In the evening the Battalion entrained, and began
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its first experience of continental box-cars with their well-
known label ‘‘huit chevaux ou quarante hommes’’ (eight
horses or forty men) the general impression during the 30-
hour run to Hopoutre (near Poperinghe, Belgium) being
that ‘“huit chevaux’’ would not be so tight a fit as forty sol-
diers. Notwithstanding its inconveniences, this first railway
journey had a certain charm of novelty. The men listened
for the sound of guns and felt that they were getting nearer
to the actual secene of operations. They had entrained on
the evening of August 14th, and after travelling that night
and most of the next day, arrived at Hopoutre at about
4 p.m.

Waiting at the railway station was Sir Julian Byng, the
Corps Commander, who inspected the Battalion as it
marched off to its billets at Erie Camp. That he was pleased
with the soldierly demeanour of the men was evident, and
this was confirmed some days later when the Battalion was
visited by a former officer of the 72nd Regiment, Vancouver.
He said that at dinner on the evening following this inspec-
tion, Sir Julian referred to the Battalion in complimentary
terms, saying: ‘‘I have at last seen a battalion which, on
receiving the command ‘Eyes Right!’ actually complied
with the order.”’

Erie Camp at this period certainly did not present a very
attractive appearance. It seemed a collection of dilapidated
huts which in some cases had outlived their usefulness. Soon
after occupying these quarters, orders were received to go
into the line near Ypres for instruction, and on the evening
of the 18th ‘“C’’ and “‘D’”’ Companies marched up to the
historie place, the intervening five miles being full of inter-
est to the newly-arrived, as flares seemed to be illuminating
the landscape on three sides. A countermand brought “‘C”’
and ‘“D’’ Companies back again on the evening of the 19th
August.

While at Erie Camp the Battalion was put through a gas
test. On the 2Ist August the Battalion moved to Patricia
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Lines; moving on again on the 24th to Chippewa Camp,
where Ross rifles were withdrawn and Lee Enfields issued
in their place. The next move was into the line near Kem-
mel, on the 26th, for a four days’ tour of instruction, the
right half Battalion going in with the 7th Battalion, King’s
Own Royal Lancashire Regiment, and the left half joining
the 7th Battalion South Lancashire Regiment.

It was in this, its first tour in the line of actual fighting
that the first casualties of the 72nd Overseas Seaforths oc-
curred. They numbered 12, one man, 130035 Pte. A. O. Mor-
ris, No. 7 Platoon, was killed. The importance of the gas
training which had been given the troops was now proved,
for in one night there were three gas alarms, proved after-
wards without foundation, each of which caused the hasty
adjusting of P.H. helmets. Four days rest at the Chippewa
Camp followed these eventful days at the end of August.

Freshened by this change, the Battalion on September 3,
relieved the Lancashires in the trenches directly in front
of Kemmel. It was the first time in which it found itself
opposed to the enemy in the front line on its own account,
and for 17 days it proved equal to the demand. During this
time the Battalion’s first raid was ecarried out—on Sep-
tember 16th—for the purpose of securing identification,
and it may here be recorded with some detail.

The raiding party was organized and trained under the
supervision of Major R. K. Johnston, and rehearsals were
carried out behind Kemmel Hill. The total strength of the
party was 40, divided into a raiding party under Lieut. J.
W. Smith, and a covering party under Lieut. W. C. Ross,
the whole being divided into six squads.

The duty of the covering party was to take up a position
half way across No Man’s Land, and cover by fire the ad-
vance and retirement of the raiders.

The night was brilliant with moonlight, and after a short
stay at the ““Farm,’’ the headquarters of the Battalion,
where a brief address was made by Lieut-Col. Clark, the
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raiding party left their trenches at 11:22 p.m. It had been
arranged that they should enter the enemy trenches at 12:15
a.m. simultaneously with the opening of a barrage by artil-
lery and trench mortars. On entering the German trenches
two squads of the raiding party went to the right and two
te the left. The latter encountered resistance, suffering one
casualty—No. 129387 Cpl. J. C. Ralston, the N. C. O. in
charge—though these squads did not come into personal
confliet with the enemy.

The squads moving to the right, under No. 129438 Sgt.
J. M. Cameron, were more fortunate, and captured two pris-
oners.

After the allotted stay of ten minutes in the enemy
trenches, the retirement was commenced, covered by trench
mortar and artillery fire. After Lieut. Smith had notified
Lieut. Ross that the raiding party was all clear, the latter
officer withdrew his covering party.

The casualties were one man wounded, while in the enemy
trenches, and four during the retirement, total casualties
being five wounded, two of whom subsequently died of their
wounds. This being the initial contaet of our men with that
hitherto abstract being the enemy, it was naturally an event
of prime interest.

There remain a few other items to chronicle in connection
with this initial 17-day tour. It was remarkable for the false
gas alarm which occurred one evening at about six o’clock,
passing down the line from the north. This was the oceasion
of the greatest fusilade which any member of the Battalion
has heard either before or since, in ordinary trench-holding
operations.

It was also during this tour that Brig.-Gen. the Lord
Brooke was severely wounded. He was sueceeded in com-
mand of the Brigade by Brig.-Gen. J. H. MacBrien.

And it was at Kemmel that the idea of home-made Tommy
cookers first oceurred to 129162 Pte. A. E. MeGubbin of the
Battalion Pioneers, an invention that received the commen-
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BAPTISM OF FIRE.

dation and blessings of thousands, for it came into universal
battalion use on the Somme, and after that time the men
were never without them. The type used by the 72nd was
afterwards adopted by many other battalions.

‘That ‘‘necessity’’ which ‘‘is the mother of invention’’
prompted Pte. McGubbin in his original Tommy cooker. It
was made out of an old pork and beans tin, cut down and
filled with sacking and fat. Though in use it produced con-
siderable soot, it was very effective. One advantage it had
was that any surplus fat used in frying could be returned
to the cooker to help in its future operation. (See illustra-
tion.)

COOKING -TIIN

. UPRIGHT STRIPS
. I TO HOLD UTENSIL

FLANCES

BURNING

COMPOUND
(5anosac &rAT)

v
MCuseIns'” ORIGINAL
Torirry COOKER

On September 19th, 1916, the Battalion was relieved by
the Munsters, and moved out to Kemmel Shelters where on
the following day an issue of new boots was made to the
whole of the Battalion. Those boots will be remembered,
for the newness of them combined with the intense heat
and the cobbled roads of France caused considerable hard-
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ship under which the men as usual displayed much fortitude.
The march began on September 21st. The Division was to
form a part of 2nd Corps. On this march the billeting
points were as follows:

September 21 West. Outre
September 22 Hazebrouck
September 23 Arcque
September 24—October 3.............. Houle

During the night of October 3rd and early morning of
October 4th, the Battalion marched from Houle to Areque
where it entrained and proceeded by rail to Candas, at which
point it detrained and marched to Longue Vilette.

October 4 Longue Vilette.
October 5 Montrelet
October 6 Herissart
October 7—9 Warloy
October 10 Tara Hill

As will be seen by the foregoing, the Battalion had a few
days’ rest and training at Houle. The outstanding feature
of this period was a marching and firing competition. It was
won by the Scouts and Snipers under Lieut. W. C. Ross;
No. 10 Platoon under Lieut. J. F. Manley being second.

At Montrelet the first decoration parade of the Battalion
was held, when Pte. E. A. S. Chowne was presented with the
Military Medal he had won at Kemmel.

Warloy will be remembered by many members of the Bat-
talion as being the point at which the men of the 16th were
met, marching out from their Somme fighting. It will be
remembered that on the outbreak of the war 514 Seaforth
men immediately left Vancouver under the command of
Lieut.-Col. J. Edwards Leckie, and that they were after-
wards incorporated with the 16th Battalion Some of these
men were among those who were met at Warloy, war-weary
and muddy, but still under the command of the same gal-
lant officer. The Seaforths were going into the fateful
Somme region; the 16th were coming out. It was an occa-
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sion of mingled feelings and recognitions, a slight variety
in the routine to which the Seaforths were now becoming
accustomed.

Another phase that will be remembered about these early
days at the Somme is connected with the working parties
that went out each night, in weather the reverse of cheering,
to engage in the necessary but uninviting work of digging
and repairing trenches and other works. It was a case of
four to six miles there and four to six miles back, the inter-
val between being filled with exhaustive labour with the pick
and shovel. There was not the excitement of a charge, nor
did the music of the pipes cast a glamour over a job that
was about as cheerful as grave digging. Among the tests
to which the loyalty and endurance of the men were put,
these working parties must certainly be allowed their place.

To gain an idea of the difficulties of ‘‘carrying on’’ in
that wilderness of shell-churned countryside in the Somme
area in general, and in particular in that stretch of deso-
lation astride the Albert-Bapaume road, one must realize
one or two special considerations. The country between
Albert and Bapaume consists of a series of long, low
ridges running approximately N. W. and S. E. Over these
ridges runs at right angles the straight ribbon .of the
before-mentioned main road. These ridges terminate in
the largest of them all, the Bapaume Ridge, on which the
German plan of defence in this area was based. The bit-
ter fighting which surged over the crests of all these ridges
in turn, combined with the bad weather, had reduced the
ground into a quagmire through which any progress, ex-
cept by the road, was almost impossible. Bear in mind
that this main road led into the heart of the British de-
fence in this area, and it will be readily understood that
it became the perpetual target of the Boche guns.

In October, when the 72nd Battalion made its debut
into the Somme country, the enemy held the line of Re-
gina trench, that battered slash in the earth to the north
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of Courcellette. His guns, on and behind the Bapaume
Ridge, and particularly in the famed Loupart Wood, com-
manded an extensive and highly-informing view of the
British positions. Especially did his artillery command the
ground in Death Valley and in the vicinity of Regina
trench. As a result, all movements had to be carried out
at night. Owing to the terrible and all-prevading mud,
every round of ammunition, every scrap of food—in short,
everything—had to be carried from the junction of the
10th Street and the Bapaume Road to the front line, a
distance, at first, of about one and a half miles. As the
line advanced this was lengthened to two miles. Two miles
of tortuous communication trench—two miles of liquid
mud from eighteen inches to two feet deep. Travelling
light, by day, it was a killing journey. What it was in
inky darkness, beneath a pitiless winter rain, ecarrying
anything up to 60 pounds weight and under a nerve-rack-
ing fire from the German batteries, can only be fully un-
derstood by those who went through it.

It was under these trying conditions that the Battalion
commenced its tours on the Somme. As the pouring wet
dawn of October 30th broke, the 72nd found themselves
holding a position in Regina trench, with its right flank
on the block to the right of 10th Street, and its left
extending about 600 yards along the recently-captured
Regina trench to the west. It will, therefore, be
seen that both the Battalion and the Germans held the
same trench, with the ‘‘double block,’’ so dear (?) to the
hearts of bombers, between. The front line, as were all
the trenches, was a sodden diteh, half filled with water,
on which no amount of baling and draining seemed to
have any effect.

An energetic campaign of sniping was at once organ-
ized against the numerous parties of the enemy, who, dis-
liking the water-filled trenches, essayed to walk overland
to their front line. This had a curious double effect. Our
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BAPTISM OF FIRE.

men forgot, to some extent, the misery of their surround-
ings and entered into the spirit of the sport. This the
Hun by no means emulated. It forced him irresistibly into
his submerged communication trenches, slowed up his
whole machinery, and ruined his temper and morale. As
one of our men remarked during the first day of the tour:
“You could see the splash when old Fritzie jumped in.”’

Clearing the wounded was a herculean task. The con-
dition of the trenches and their narrow dimensions, made
it impossible to evacuate casualties through them, and in
consequence, stretchers had to be carried over the top, in
daylight, under the very doubtful protection of a Red
Cross flag. In general the Boche respected it, but occa-
sionally he did mot. Uncertainty, therefore, added to the
nervous strain under which the stretecher-bearers worked.

After a seven-day tour in the trenches the Battalion
was relieved by the 78th Winnipeg Grenadiers, and moved
back to bivouacs erected at the Chalk pits near Pozieres.
Never in the history of the 72nd was the Quartermaster’s
hot soup and rum so heartily appreciated as on this occa-
sion. The men, completely ‘‘done up’’ after seven days of
almost incredible exposure and hardship, rolled into their
muddy ‘‘bivvies’’ and fell asleep without the slightest
delay. On the following day the Battalion moved back to
Bouzineourt, about two and a half miles north-west of
Albert, into better billets.

On November 11th the Battalion moved up again and
took over practically the same dispositions as before. This
tour lasted only 48 hours. During the first night ‘‘C”’
Company, in support, dug Seaforth trench, parallel to and
about 200 yards behind Regina. During the last day of
this tour, sudden orders were received to make an attack
on the Horseshoe of Desire trench—the German front line.
After some hours of hurried preparation, this order was
cancelled. The Battalion was relieved the same night,
moving back again to Bouzineourt. During this rest the
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Brigade rehearsed a proposed attack on Pys, a village
nestling at the foot of Bapaume Ridge. This attack, which
was to be of a very comprehensive character, involving a
large number of troops, was later countermanded, owing
to certain tactical developments on the flanks. A large
working party was sent to Aveluy, a railhead north of
Albert, for the purpose of loading trucks. It was during
this working party that the men had their first experience
of long-range shelling, one or two casualties being in-
curred.

With the taking of Desire trench by the 38th Ca-
nadian Infantry Battalion, the 72nd was once more pushed
forward to fulfil that most difficult of tasks, to hold and
properly consolidate a freshly-occupied position. To com-
plicate matters, reports on the situation, as is almost in-
evitable in such a case, conflicted. Only after the most
strenuous reconnaissances on the part of the officers and
N. C. O.’s was the Battalion able to get anywhere at all.
As usual, mud and rain terribly hampered movement, and
at length, after nine solid hours of trudging, halting and
moving on again, through one of the darkest of nights,
the Battalion arrived at Desire trench. It sounds a simple
matter to go from one point to another, even in the dark,
but to take a Battalion, at night, over recently-captured
ground where all landmarks have been obliterated, and
over country which no one is sure of, is a task of immense
difficulty. Of course, the Battalion was furnished with
guides, but as has been sagely remarked, there are only
two kinds of guides—those who do not know the way and
say so at once, and those who are equally ignorant but
leave you to find it out! Unfortunately the only guides
the Battalion had on that night were of the latter deserip-
tion. And so it happened, that after a night of sliding,
stumbling and wading through the worst kind of bogs
in alli degrees of consistency or the lack of it, the 72nd
arrived at Desire trench and settled down to a six-day
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tour. During this time the weather, for a few days, im-
proved, a most welcome relief to all ranks.

But it was not until the following day that touch was
established with the 87th Battalion on the left. During this
tour ‘“‘D’’ Company under the command of Lieut. T. D. M.
Christie, distinguished itself by gaining approximately 300
vards with practically no losses. The right flank was held
by ¢“A’’ Company under the command of Lieut. ¥. G. Colqu-
houn, and was very much in the air, the Germans holding
the ground on the immediate right for 800 yards in rear of
the front-line trenches. The position, however, was fully
as unknown for the Germans as it was for the 72nd, and ‘‘A”’
Company took every opportunity of demonstrating this
point of view with the Lewis guns and their rifles, the re-
sult being that they obtained a complete mastery over their
opponents. i

On November 26, after a six-day tour, the Battalion was
relieved by the 78th and moved back to the Chalk Pits the
same night, and next morning moved to Albert, en route
for the north and away from the nightmare of the Somme
for ever. In reviewing the Battalion’s time on the Somme,
all ranks deserve the greatest credit for their work there.
But in particular that of the Commanding Officer, Lieut-
Col. J. A. Clark, calls for sPecial mention for his tireless
energy, which took him through his Battalion’s water-filled
trenches, daily and under all circumstances. The skill,
the patience, the courage and the tact with which he
handled a comparatively raw unit under new and trying
conditions, earned for him a confidence and affection on
the part of his men that he will never lose.

=Sopt o



CHAPTER V.
HISTORIC GROUND.

The march northward—General scheme of Spring campaign—The
Vimy Ridge country—Christmas Eve—New Year’s Day—A
raid prepared for—The raid eventuates—Fourth Division gas
raid.

HE BATTALION commenced its march northward by
moving to Albert. From this point the billeting towns
were as follows:

November 28—29 Harponville
‘November 30 Amplier
December 1.. Bonnieres
December’ 20745 are FL IS LG Ecoivres
December 3 Ostreville
December 4—21 Haillieourt

The march from the Somme will be long remembered by
the men of the 72nd. Considering the time of the year the
weather was phenomenally fine; clear days being succeeded
by nights that were frosty enough to be exhilarating. The
mud of the Somme sector was forgotten, amid the good go-
ing of the northward way. When Haillicourt was reached
there seemed to be a continuation of good luck. The stay
in that typical French mining village stands out in the mem-
ory of the Battalion as one of the most pleasant incidents
in the campaign. The townspeople were hospitable; an at-
mosphere of good feeling prevailed. During the seventeen
days at Haillicourt a programme of training was carried
out, in the course of which the Battalion was inspected by
the Corps Commander—while on the march. It was during
this rest also that the first transport inspection in France
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HISTORIC GROUND.

in connection with the 72nd was made. It is satisfactory
to note that the transport section never lost the reputa-
tion of being the best Transport Section in the 12th Bri-
gade, bestowed upon them on this ocecasion.

The move of the Canadians to the North, in which the
72nd now joined, was part of the general scheme for the
coming spring campaign. A great battle which it was hoped
would break the German front was to be fought between
Arras and Lens. Extending from Arras, northward more
than two-thirds of the way to Lens was the famous Vimy
Ridge, the name of which was soon to echo around the world.
To westerners, accustomed to the mountain heights of Brit-
ish Columbia, this hill of 475 feet high might well seem
a low eminence. But it dominated the country for miles
round and the advantage of holding it was one which the
Germans had worked hard to preserve. The Allies’ side of
the Ridge was of a steeper acclivity than the side held by the
enemy. Here some of the bitterest fighting of the early days
of the war had been waged. The country on the west side
rose in a slope to the summit of the Ridge. The Allied
trenches ran right along within a short distance of the top,
but the top itself was still in German hands, and this gave
them a great advantage. The trenches that the 72nd were
now to oceupy and re-occupy were a little way down on the
wrong side of the crest. They could not command the coun-
try on the other side, whereas the enemy could see and com-
mand miles back over the Canadian positions. It was, there-
fore, impossible to approach the Canadian front across the
open. The only way was through long ecommunication
trenches. The Germans had all the advantages of position.
On the east side, where the ridge drops sharply down, they
were able to place their great guns in massive concrete posi-
tions, well concealed, sheltered and difficult to reach. Opera-
tions against this enormously strong position were begun by
a succession of raids in which the 72nd bore a strenuous
part.
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On Christmas Eve, 1916, the Battalion moved into the
front line trenches on the Ridge. This was the first occasion
on which it went into action as a portion of the Canadian
Corps. The front occupied was about 800 yards long. A
beginning was made by depositing several messages, written
in German, in the enemy front line, inviting any well-dis-
posed member of the enemy forces to come over and give
himself up. This was answered ten nights after by certain
other messages written in English whiech were posted up in
front of the German lines, one of which said, ‘‘Cut out your
damned artillery. We, too, are from the Somme.’”’ Christ-
mas night was marked by a very heavy bombardment on the
part of the enemy, which lasted from 9:30 to 10:30. A
feature of the commencement of the Vimy Ridge tours
was the surprisingly speedy mastery of the German snip-
ers by the opposing snipers of the 72nd. On the first tak-
ing over the trenches, the hostile sniping was extremely
accurate and frequent, but within a few tours the superi-
ority of the 72nd in this particular was satisfactorily estab-
lished.

During this tour the entry of the Battalion into the Ca-
nadian Corps was marked by an inspection in the trenches
by the B. G. G. S. Canadian Corps.

On December 29th the Battalion was relieved by the 38th
and moved to Brigade Reserve at Cambligneul. New Year’s
Day was not to be allowed to pass by Seottish men without
some celebration of its associations and memories of Auld
Lang Syne. A dinner was held, the Battalion being accom-
modated in two sittings. Brig.-Gen. J. H. MacBrien was
present and made a short but pithy speech.

During the month of January the Battalion had every
opportunity of beceming acquainted with the Vimy Ridge
landscape as seen from their side of the operations. The
war diary shows in a line or two for each occupation of the
trenches what the men were doing. But only those who were
actually present know what this meant in determined cour-
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HISTORIC GROUND.

age and steadiness. Day and night the enemy were given
no rest. They never knew at what hour a raid would be
begun. They never knew whether artillery preparation
meant a mere feint or was the preliminary for the rush of
a party of bombers. On the part of the Canadians there was
the mud to contend with. For though the mud of Vimy
Ridge was not the agglutinative compound of the Somme,
it was still mud to be reckoned with, and men came back
from their spells in the trenches covered with it.

On February 12 Lieut.-Col. J. A. Clark left the Bat-
talion temporarily to take his place on the British Mission
to Italy. This Mission was composed of ten members, and
was commanded by Brig.-Gen. T. H. Crampton, Lieut-Col.
Clark being selected as the sole Canadian representative.
The Mission assembled at Paris and proceeded to Udine,
at that time Italian G. H. Q., arriving on February 16, and
dining the same night with King Victor Emmanuel. This
latter event was a great compliment, and indicated the
esteem in which the British forces were held by the
Italians. The Mission then spent three weeks in visiting
the various Italian fronts.

Successively, the 72nd took their turns in the trenches,
relieving and being relieved by the 38th Battalion and this
went on until February 16th, when ‘‘B’’ Company put
over a most successful raid, and as the operation on this
particular occasion received the honour of being held up
at the army schools of instruction as a model of its kind,
some further mention may be in order.

From the Battalion’s first tour on the battle-scarred Vimy
Ridge the little ‘“snout’’ of German front line, stretching
tentatively out towards Ersatz crater, had attracted the at-
tention of all officers because of the favourable raiding
possibilities which it offered. Some were for raiding it im-
mediately under cover of a burst of hurricane fire from the
3-in. Stokes mortars. But the wise counsels of a general
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always careful of his men, prevailed, and a carefully pre-
pared raid was accordingly organized.

The raiding party was composed of Lieut. W. C. Ross,
Lieut. T. Barrie and 54 other ranks divided into nine
squads of one N, C. O. and five men each. There were as-
siduously trained for the coming effort under the able di-
rection of the late Major R. K. Johnston.

The enemy trenches to be raided were faithfully repro-
duced by means of tapes laid out on the ground near Villers-
au-Bois. Beginning on February 10th the little squads of
men, after studying the German position by means of aero-
plane photographs and maps, commenced their ‘‘dress re-
hearsals’’ over the tapes. So careful and thorough had been
the preliminary reconnaissance of the short ‘“No Man’s
Land’’ between our lines and the positions to be raided,
that each man knew almost to a yard where he would lie
awaiting the ‘‘lift’’ of the barrage.

On February 12th the Battalion moved into the line from
their rest billets to once more garrison the muddy trenches
and damp-infested dugouts and tunnels that constituted the
defensive system on the ridge. The raiders, however, stayed
out of the line practising at Villers-au-Bois day after day
until each man felt almost competent to perform his task
blindfold. As may be imagined, knowledge—intimate
knowledge—of the enemy trenches is a sine qua non in all
offensive operations, but in none is it more imperative
than in night raiding, when men, worked up to the high-
est pitch of excitement and following the barrage, a leap-
ing line of flame-shot smoke, jump into the enemy works.
Each traverse and sap—every communication trench which
leads off the main fire trench must be familiar. Otherwise
the best men are apt to get lost and the co-ordinated plan
of the operation to be upset, with results fatal to success
and productive of casualties,

It was here that the careful training came in. It has been
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HISTORIC GROUND.

remarked that the men of the 72nd knew the German front
line better than the Boches knew it themselves!

On the night of February 16th the stage was set, and at
11:30 p.m. the barrage put up by the 3-in. Stokes mortars
fell in the form of a box around the position to be raided. Out
of our line, through our battered wire entanglements, sprang
our men and went in perfect order across the maze of
churned-up shell-holes. Thirty yards from the enemy
trench the raiders disposed themselves among the numerous
shell-holes, awaiting the moment when the crashing inferno
of flame and smoke which was impinging on the enemy front
would lift clear and allow them to enter. Five minutes after
zero came the lull, and even as the raiding parties, in grim
silence, raced for the German trench, the bombardment—
with lengthened range—broke out afresh, coming down on
the enemy’s support line.

The raiders, splitting into two parties entered the German
front line on both flanks simultaneously. Turning inwards
the men raced along the shallow, evil-smelling diteh towards
the pre-arranged meeting place in the centre of the ob-
jective. Down the steps of the first dugout reached, one
of the demolition party hurled the heavy mobile charge
carried for the purpose, and fifteen seconds later, the whole
trench rocked with the explosion of 60 pounds of ammonal.

The German garrison completely demoralized by the
bombardment and the fiercely swift action of the kilted
figures, who seemed to know every twist and turn of their
own trenches, huddled together waiting, they knew not
what. Taken simultaneously on either flank they surrend-
ered, while those who streamed overland in their effort to
escape offered a splendid target for Lewis gun fire, which
was promptly and successfully applied.

Coolly calling the roll of their squads, and finding them
complete, the officers gave the word to withdraw with
their prisoners. Seven minutes after entering the German
front the whole raiding party were safely back in their

own lines.
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It goes without saying that in the dugouts set aside for
them, the victorious raiders reviewed with considerable ex-
citement the ordeal they had gone through, whilst,
overhead, a solitary 5.9 battery pounded their front
line as if in sorrowful protest. Lieut. T. B. Barrie and
Lieut. W. C. Ross were each awarded the Military Cross
for their work on this oceasion, while several of their gal-
lant men also received decorations.

On February 18th, 1917, the Battalion was relieved by
the 38th and moved to Verdrel where it remained till Feb-
ruary 25th. A raid by the 4th Division had been planned,
and during this rest it was practised, the 72nd being joined
at this time by a draft of N. C. O.’s from the 11th C. M.
R. and 172nd Battalions. On the 24th, Lieuts. G. Reid, J.
Acheson, A. G. Mackie, A. H. Finlay and M. M. Townley
reported for duty, having obtained commissions from the
ranks.

Relieving the 38th in the front line on the 25th it was
expected that the Divisional raid would come off on the
27th of February, but owing to unfavourable weather it
was postponed until March 1st. This raid was carried out
in conjunction with extensive gas operations, preparation
for which had been made during a previous tour. From
right to left the raid was carried out by the following
Battalions: 54th, 75th, 72nd and 73rd.

Gas cylinders, enclosed in wooden boxes, had been
placed in the holes prepared for them in every bay in
the front line trench. The raiding party were under the
command of Major R. K. Johnston, with Captain A. V.
Wood as second in command, and they had carefully re-
hearsed the attack under the supervision of Major A. D.
Wilson. The general plan was for ‘“A’’ Company to go
over first and hold the enemy front line, the other com-
panies following, ‘‘C’’ Company on the right, ‘“B’’ Com-
pany in the centre, ‘‘D’’ Company on the left. Companies
were formed in patrols and patrols in sections. Patrols
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were preceded by wire cutters and parties carrying am-
monal tubes for the destruction of wire. The objective was
a line of craters some 300 yards behind the enemy’s front
line. The craters being gained, outposts were to be pushed
forward and the enemy C. T.’s were to be blocked and
held while demolition parties carrying ammonal charges
wrecked all dugouts within reach. The gas cylinders were
arranged in batteries of four, each battery connected by
rubber tubes to a eentral tube, the nozzle of which was tc
be thrown over the parapet. This part of the raid was
under the direction of a special company of Engineers.

The wind had been unfavourable, but on the might of
February 28th-March 1st, although light and variable, it
was finally pronounced suitable for the purpose in hand.
At 2:45 am. on the morning of March lst orders were
received to prepare for the raid as the gas was to be put
over at 3 a.m. The night was pitech black with a drizzling
rain- falling. All necessary gas precautions having been
taken and the front line cleared, the gas was sent over
promptly at 3 a.m., hissing loudly as it left the cylinders.

A light wind wafted the gas slightly in the direction of
the enemy, but the rapid return of rifle fire showed that
they were not taken unawares. The wind was very change-
able, and the gas cloud could be seen drifting to and fro
with every change. Finally it commenced slowly to return
to our trenches. All cylinders were now shut off. The
gas hung round and finally disappeared under the effect
of the drizzling rain.

During all this time the men were in gas-proof shelters
and tunnels drawing equipment and preparing for the raid.
The original intention had been that a second wave of a
different and very deadly gas was to be sent over at 6
am., but the direction of the wind now made this im-
possible. Shortly after 6 o’clock the raiding party took
up their stations ready to jump off at 6:40, which was the
zero hour previously arranged. ‘‘A’’ Company, standing
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to in the front line, ““D’’ Company in Granby C. T., and
“B” and ‘“C’’ Companies in Vincent Tunnel. At 6:30 the
enemy laid a barrage on our front line, causing a number
of casualties. In spite of this ‘“A’’ Company jumped off
promptly at zero hour, resting a moment beyond our wire
until our barrage lifted, upon which they immediately took
possession of the enemy front line. Simultaneously with
““A”’ Company’s capture of the front line the remaining
companies sent their patrols forward.

On the left all went well; ‘“D’’ Company made a good
start through a hastily-cut gap in the wire. In the enemy
trenches opposition was met and broken and ten pris-
oners taken. Eventually, however, they were forced to take
shelter from the enemy machine gun fire.

On the right things had not gone so well. Heavy enemy
artillery fire, directed on the entrance and vicinity of the
Tunnel and on the front line, made jumping off difficult,
and although half of ‘“B’’ Company got safely away, the
other half were unlucky in that as they emerged from the
tunnel some gas cylinders in the trench were hit and
broken by the enemy’s artillery fire. As a result of ‘this
the gas escaped and filled the trench, choking and blind-
ing the men, spreading confusion and making concerted
action impossible. Owing to this unfortunate loss of valu-
able time, these men were unable to jump off in time to
take part in the raid, and were ordered back to the tun-
nel. The unfortunate chance which prevented the second
half of ““B’’ Company jumping off also stopped ‘‘C’’ Com-
pany, who were scheduled to follow ‘“B’’ Company; con-
sequently they were unwillingly forced to abandon their
part in the raid.

Those patrols of ‘“B’’ and ‘“D’’ Companies who had
been able to jump off, passed through the enemy front
line, now held by ‘“A’’ Company, into a sea of mud-holes
of all sizes and depths, everywhere linked together and
filled with water. A passage-way between them would be
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HISTORIC GROUND.

attempted only to prove impracticable, and it would be
necessary to return and make a mew attempt to find a
road forward. Under these conditions it was a matter of
great difficulty to retain direction. Far back in the enemy
trench system flare lights were going up in all directions,
while he maintained a constant machine gun fire. Finally
the objective was reached and outposts put out beyond it.
The demolition parties carried on their work of bombing
and wrecking dugouts. One squad under Lieut. A. C.
Lumsden, took several prisoners, but losing direction they
were finally surrounded by the enemy, and, after holding
out until all their ammunition was exhausted, they were
themselves taken prisoner, Lieut. Lumsden himself being
wounded. After 40 minutes in the Hun position the with-
drawal was commenced. Major Johnston having been
killed, Captain Wood was in command. Covered by Lewis
gun fire the withdrawal was carried out, again crossing the
quagmire over the enemy’s second line back once more to
the enemy front line, still garrisoned by ‘“A’’ Company.
Here stretcher parties were busily working carrying back
wounded. The withdrawal was continued, and was suc-
cessfully carried out, covered by ‘‘A’’ Company, who then
in their turn retired. The artillery fire had quickly died
down, but our trenches were badly knocked about and still
reeked with gas.

Numerous decorations for conspicuous gallantry on this
occasion were awarded, and the raid will be remembered
as another step in the preparation to take Vimy Ridge.
Among the decorations conferred was the D.S.0. awarded
to Major Wilson who on this occasion handled the Bat-
talion under most trying conditions. The last incident in
connection with this operation is narrated in the Battalion
diary as follows: On March 3rd, about noon, two German
officers carrying a white flag were seen to leave their front
line and stop in the middle of No Man’s Land to the right
of the Battalion’s front. An officer of the 87th Battalion
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