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EARLY DAYS
1!\' JOSEl'H I INSl.EV.

Oh, what a debt of gratitude we owe our pioneers,

Then treat them, friends, with due respect in their declining

years ; . J ji
liut most of them have gone to rest, as many of you know,
Who ventured out to Canada some eighty years ago.

THE above verse is taken from a poem by ]\Ir. Wm.
Resington, of Moorsville, who descants upon the

work of pioneers in this locaUty. The early settlers

have proved prolific themes for the poet, who delights in

describing how untilled land has been turned into fruitful

orchard and field ; liow the log house has been supplanted

by substantial homesteads. \'erse writers have de-

voted time or talent in noting the progress made in this

new country by early settlers in matters pertaining to

religion ; how a mere handful of persons, well grounded
in the faith of their ancestors, first met in a primitive

church, with ])are walls and rude appointments, these in

turn giving place to handsome edifices, rich in accessories

and complete in detail. It is purposed in these pages to

refer to one in particular, St. Paul's, whose jubilee is now
being celebrated.

It lias been asserted that the majority of the leading

people in this city to-day are Scotch or of Scotch descent.

Whether such statement is correct I know not. There
can be no hesitation, however, in saying that eighty years

ago there were residents of that nationality here who tfwk

a ])rominent part in bringing about the present prosperity

of Hamilton—who, by their industry and forethought,

laid the foun.dation of the Ambitious City. Those who
wish to test the accuracy of this statement may verify the

same by delving into the city records, by hunting up old

newspapers and gleaning through old documents. In

trade and commerce the sons of Scotia have distinguished

themselves in Hamilton, also in the army and at the bar.

Those who make a study of local history will see that in

church matters the same people were in the van.

In 1830 a few Presbyterians had made the village of

Hamilton their homes, l^pon arriving there was no kirk



to attend; on Sundays visits were made to the home of a

kindred spirit and conversation on their early days in

Scotland indulged in. Three years following there were
a sufficient number of members of the Presbyterian body
to consider the advisability of fixing upon some place

where religious services could be held. God never for-

gets his people, though they may at times forget Him. Ju

the fall of 1833 Providence led the Rev. Alexander Gale,

a native of Aberdeen, Scotland, to come to this small

place. He was translated to St. Andrew's, Hamilton,
from Amherstburg, Essex County, Ont., where Presby-
terians were in evidence along the w'aterways—then onl)-

highways—along the St. Clair river. With what pleasure

the people welcomed a real minister, anxious once again
to listen to the familiar kirk service.

No time was allowed to lapse before the scattered

Scotchmen met and arranged for a regular congregation to

be formed. In November, 1833, Rev. Alexander Gale was
inducted to pastorate of the newly-formed St. Andrew's
congregation in connection with the Church of Scotland.
A congregation was soon got together ; the place of meet-
ing had to be decided upon. The Court House at that

time was put to many purposes. One night some peripa-

tetic lecturer would be the attraction; the vocalists held
sacred and miscellaneous concerts there ; balls and enter-

tainments also found shelter in the Court House, built in

the reign of George HI. for the District of Gore. And
here it was that the infant congregation held- divine

service.

There is no information to be got as to how the pastor

was to be paid ; that is to say, whether he offered to depend
upon the offerings of his congregation or seek assistance

from other sources. One authority states that " I\Ir.

Gale, being the first pastor, a zealous, earnest man, re-

ceived about £60 per annum from the Clergy Reserve
Fund." During the first year the pastor received noth-

ing from the people. The second year hh salary was
augmented by £15, making a total of £75. One writer

•explains away the apparent parsimonv of the congrega-
tion towards the minister by the fact that the members
had not been educated in voluntary giving. To their

credit be it written, the members proved to be apt^scholars

and gradually increased the^Sunday contributions. Tii



a short time a manse was erected at the corner of James
and Hunter streets, which still stands on the property

of Dr. F. Rosebrugh.

It was not long before a church building became a

subject for the sturdy Scotchmen to discuss when walking
home after service. Not much money was immediately

required to pay for labor, because little money was in

circulation. Mr. Peter Hunter Hamilton, and his half-

brother George, were members of St. Andrew's. Per-

haps these two watched the others, trying to learn how
nuich they could do towards meeting the expense that

would probably be incurred in erecting the proposed place

of worship. One day the congregation received the

pleasing notification that Mr. Peter Hunter Hamilton had
generously donated sufficient land for edifice and burial

ground—the valuable spot upon which the church now
stands.

Soon builders received orders to proceed with the

work, and it was not long before a frame building was
erected. Plain exterior, plain interior. The pulpit

stood high, with a flight of steps on either side, and a

sounding board above ; the minister wearing a black

gown. Mr. R. Russell, jeweller, came from Edinburgh
in 1848, his wife joining him three years later. The first

Sabbath after their marriage they attended service and
heard the Rev. Mr. McKnee. The church was heated

with box stoves and lighted with lamps and sperm
oil ; tallow candles were hung in tin receptacles on the

walls. Of course the singing was not of so elaborate a

description as enjoyed to-day, neither did a bachelor
of music preside at the organ. As a matter of fact, there

was no such instrument. Mr. William McMillan, father

of Senator [McMillan, of Detroit, officiated as precentor,

and the tuning fork was in use. It must not be supposed,
however, that there were no capable singers in those days.

.\ program seen the other day testified to the contrary,

for it bore the announcement that in March. 1839, a grand
miscellaneous concert would be given in tlie Town Hall
by ladies and gentlemen of this city.

Services were held at 11 a. m. and 3 p. ni., and at those

hours Mr. Buist, the sexton, pulled the rope attached to

the same bell used at the present time, calling, however, a
different class of worshippers to church. Then the sound



of the bell would be heard by villagers and yeomen,
whose principal occupation, would be tliat of agriculture.

Now it is heard by men engaged in every branch of in-

dustry usually found in an industrial centre. The clang

of railway, street car. fire and other bells may now be

heard : then quietness reigned supreme, with the excep-

tion, of the sound of the bell on Sunday and occasionally

in the week.

As tliere was no Episcopal church in Hamilton,
several of that faitli attended St. Andrew's. Among them
were Miles O'Reilly, Oeo. C. Tiffany, vSir Allan Macnab
and Colonel (jourlay.

These names appeared on a book kept by the church

oriiccr as being members of St. Andrew's and pew hold-

ers: Messrs. An,drew Steven, John Law. Judge Taylor.

John Weir, ^^nas Kennedy, Calvin ]\lcOuesten, Albert

l)igelow, Edward Ritchie, John Thorn, John Lamont and
Dr. Campbell, John Young, Hugh Vallance, Captain Rox-
burgh, .\. Dickson and Alex. AIcKeiizie.

In March, 1835, ^^ notice was read from the precentor's

desk announcing the sale of burial lots and terms of pay-

ment. Each lot was fixed at forty shillings, one-half in

cash, the balance to be paid in three months.

Cash was almost un,known, so much business being

conducted on what was then called the " trade " system

—

the exchanging of one commodity for another. No won-
der that Elder James Mclntyre was filled with pleasant

surprise when he stated to a member of the congregation

one Monday morning that the day previous had been re-

markable in the church finances. Here are the exact

words :

'' James, we had a gran' collection in the kirk

yesterday. We got eleven and thripens."

This is a list of a few of the baptisms registered in

1833 : Margaret Young, daughter of G. I. and Mary
Hiuiter Young; Eliza Jane Erusdel, daughter of Robert

and Dorothy McBride Erusdel ; George Buchanan and

Williatu John, sons of John and Agnes Riddle.

Tt is stated that the first marriage performed by Rev.

Mr. Gale was that of Archibald Murdoch to Janet Eair-

burn, in 1834.

When it was considered necessary to enlarge the

church, which was done three times, the congregation re-

sponded to the appeals in a liberal manner. The



matter would be discussed around the old-fashioned stove
and the speeches interrupted by some elder placing on the

fire a huge log of wood.
An improvement also took place in the musical por-

tion of the services, for in 1842 it is recorded that James
^^'ebster was engaged as precentor, to " lead the singing
on Sabbath and at other services, at a salary of £25 per
annum, giving also one weekly lesson for six months of
the year to such members of the congregation as may be
disposed to avail themselves thereof."

The church officer's salarv was fixed at ii6 5s.

The old church is said to have held, at the time of its

removal, nearly fifty pews, and one was designated " the
bachelor's pew." There may also have been a " spinster's

pew," but the steward omitted to chronicle the fact.

The total Sunday collections for one of the early years
amounted to £26 is. 6d. The largest single collection

that year was £1 i8s. gd. ; lowest 8s. cjd. Another item
reads : Paid for candles, 4s. 6d. ; load of wood, los.

The Kirk Session in the past, as in the present, con-
ducted business in a systematic manner, for it is stated
that a rule w-as enacted setting forth a regular table of
fees

:

Registration of baptism is 3d
Registration of marriage 2s 6d
Extract of registration is 8d
Certificate of registration is 3d
Registration of burial Is 3d

Following is the cost of a funeral in 1845 '

Grave CI 5s Od
Digging 7s 6d
Minister's fee 10s Od
Clerk's fee 5s Od
Superintendent's fee 2s 6d
Best hearse £2 Os Od
Four bearers ] Os Od

The following are the Elders from 1833 to 1844:

Andrew Steven, December 1. 1833.
James Hamilton. December i, 1833.
John Colville. l^ecember 26, 1834.
Peter Hunter Hamilton, January 1, 1835.
Alexander Fee, October 23, 1836.
\v.aiam McMillan, October 23, 1836.
John Thomson, December 26, 1836.'
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James Alclntyre, February 26, 1837.

William Blaikc, May 13, 1838.

Charles Poiiock, .May 13, 1838.

Alexander Dr}sdalc, November i, 1840-

Calvin McQuestcn, January 7, 1844.

From the date of inception down to this Jubilee cele-

bration the congregation has always taken great interest

in Home and Foreign Missions. In 1841, at a mission-

ary prayer meeting, there was received the handsome sum
of £20 13s. 2d. for missionary work in India. In 1844,
the Home Missionary Association of St. Andrew's
Church raised £43 4s. 4d. This amount was further aug-
mented by £2^ 2s. I id., -the sum being contributed at sac-

ramental services.

In the early days, notwithstanding the demands upon
their time, the elders inaugurated weekly prayer meetings
in their respective districts ; congregational prayer meet-
ings were also held on the first ^^londay of every month.
Surely the preacher found no cause to complain of laxity

on the part of his people regarding devotional duties.

And these devout worshippers had to travel a long dis-

tance through unkept streets, dimly lighted.

It may be of interest to the temperance advocates of

to-day to learn that as far back as 1837 steps were taken
in the same direction by the members of St. Andrew's, an
extract from an' old book readino-:

" The Kirk Sessions, having taken into consideration

the great and notorious evils arising in the community
from the indiscriminate granting of licenses to taverns
and beer cellars, resolved to ])etition the magistrates in

quarter sessions assembled at their next meeting, and also-

the Board of Tolicc i)raying that they would in future be-

more gnarrk'd in granting such licenses, and that they
A\()u](] use a sound di.scretion in limiting the number of
tliem to tlie necessities (if the i)lacc."

And this minute ga\e satisfaction to those ass'embled,.

for it ,-iaied that "the Moderator and AFr. Hamilton were
appointi'd a committee to draft a petition in terms of the
al)o\c' min.nte (<> ])c signed by members of the Session.
It may not be out of place to mention that in 1844, "^^'ith a
population of only a few thousand, there were forty-four
places where liquor could be had. The license fee in<

1852 was $10, and there were sixtv-six taverns and



saloons. In KJ04, with a population of nearly 60,000,

the number of licenses issued is only seventy-five ; license,

$375. There is no way of proving the fact, but there is

room for the thought that the seed sown by St. Andrew's
Church in 1844 did not fall upon barren ground.

There were two pre-communion services in.those days

in St. Andrew's. One was held on Friday evening, another

on Saturday evening. Frequently the Sabbath services

were followed by a thanksgiving service on Monday even-

ing. For a time it was also customary for the congre-

gation to observe Friday preceding Sacrament Sunday
as a day of fasting, prayer and humiliation.

In 1836 there appears to have been a diversity as to

tlie mode of selecting Elders, the following question be-

ing submitted by the Synod to the Session

:

" Do you think that individuals chosen for Eldership

should be elected in Kirk Session only, or by Kirk Ses-

sion and communicants conjointly?"

This was the answer by St. Andrew's Session

:

" We think the minister and elders should select fit

persons- for the office and intimate their names to the con-

gregation, so that any objection to the life and doctrine

of the parties may be made known to the Kirk Session

with certification, and if no objections are offered on or

before a certain time ordination shall take place in pres-

ence of the congregation, according to the laws of the

church."

This means that the Session should select new elders,

a practice follow^ed for many years.
" At the time of the disruption." This sentence,

fraught with deep interest to the Presbyterians in Canada,
would require a volume alone w^ere all it implies fully

entered into, consequently only the action taken by St.

Andrew's congregation in 1844, and that 1)riefly, can be

dealt with in these pages.

It can readily be surmised that the infiuence of disrup-

tion in Scotland was felt in Canada, especially in this city
;

a spirit of restlessness pervading the congregation. Steps
were immediately taken to discuss the ciucstion in an offi-

cial manner.
On May 20, 1844, the Session held a lay conference in

regard to the position and duty of St. Andrew's con.gre-

gation to the Cluu-cli of Scotland, and decided tliat it was
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desirable that the views of the Session be explained to tlie

congregation. For this purpose the Moderator was re-

quested to call a congregational meeting early in June.
On June 3, 1844, the Session met for the purpose of

considering a remit from the Synod's commission re the

present relations with the Church of Scotland. The Ses-

sion agreed to set apart ^londay evening. June 17,
** for

the purpose of humiliation and prayer, supplications to be

made for guidance in deliberation and decision in the

present critical circumstances of the Church."

The ^Moderator submitted resolutions setting forth the

relations existing between St. Andrew's Session and the

Established Church of Scotland. Following is a synop-

sis of the resolutions

:

1. That St. Andrew's Session feels that the Presby-

terian Church in Canada is in no way bound to ecclesias-

tical courts in connection with the Church of Scotland.

2. That St. Andrew's Session regards the Presbyterian

Church in Canada independent of the Church of Scotland

in all temporal matters.

3. That St. Andrew's Session, thus regarding the re-

lations between the Canadian Church and the Church of

Scotland as free and voluntary, earnestly desire that the

Synod will seek friendly intercourse with the Free Church
of Scotland, recognizing in her the features of the church
of our fathers—the true and faithful Church of Scotland.

4. That St. Andrew's Session urge the Synod, at

its ensuing meeting, " to embody in some solemn act an
unequivocal assertion of the independence of the Canadian
Church."

It will be noticed that the above four clauses do not

touch matters of creed. They simply mean that the

words '* in connection with the Church of Scotland
"

should be struck out from designation of Canadian
Church.

There was no uncertain sound as to the Session's

meaning, the question received the most thoughtful

consideration. Anxiety was felt as to the outcome of

the steps taken, and the next meeting was looked forward
to Avith interest.

July 19, 1844, the Session met for the purpose of re-

ceiving a report from the Mod'erator with regard to the

recent Synod meeting. The iNToderator stated that the
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^xnod experienced a disruption. He and his representa-

ti\'e elder sympathized with the view of the new Synod,
called " The Synod of the Presbyterian Chnrch in Can-
ada,"' in distinction from the Canadian Synod in Connec-
tion with the Church of Scotland.

1 he above is the pith of the report presented. Then
came the question of the adoption of the report. The
Session approved of the Moderator's conduct, only two
members dissenting.

Soon afterwards the minister, part of the Session and
a section of the congregation went out from St. Andrew's
and formed Knox congregation.

When the founding of the Universitv of Queen's Col-

lege, Kingston, was being discussed, the first meeting was
held in St. Andrew's Church more than fifty years ago,

and re])resentatives from this congregation have been on
the Board of Trustees since the college existed. At the

present time Mr. Matthew Leggat is on the board, and
Rev. Xeil McPherson and Col. W. A. Logic members of

the University Council.

In the fall of 1846 Rev. Alex. Gale, having been ap-

pointed Principal of the Academy or Preparatory School
and Professor of Classical Literature in Knox College,

Toronto, was released from his pastorate of Knox Church,
this city.

Mr. (jale retired from Toronto Theological College,

bought the Logic farm near Albion Mills, on which is a

good big stone house. He had some idea of getting

selected theological students to live the summer term with
him there and pursue their studies. His active contribu-

tions to temperance cause arose thus. The natural gas
oozing out caused water in a well below the mountain to

Inibble. A hotel built near by drew a disreputable ele-

ment there Sundays and gave the place a bad reputation.

License commissioners, insjiectors and other officers were
hesitating to correct the evil, so Mr. Gale set fire to the
hotel on his property and abolished the rendezvous, and
helped the temperance cause in the county ])romptly.

Rev. Alexander McKid, of Ottawa (then liytown),
succeeded Rev. Air. Gale, and remained as pastor till 1848,
when he was transferred to Goderich. It was customary,
even half a century ago, to arrange with other ministers
In preach on special occasions. December 18. 1848, Rev.
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Dr. Hamilton, from Ireland,, preached morning and even-

ing, the collection amounting to £i 13s.

Rev. Daniel McKnee, a native of Perthshire, Scotland,

succeeded Mr. iVlcKid in 1850, the pulpit in the interval

being filled with pastors from Toronto and other places.

]\fr. Daniel McKnee, formerly a schoolmaster, seemed
unable to get into touch with the congregation of St.

Andrew's, which had grown in numbers and influence.

In 1853 he resigned the pastorate. There is no record

to show his next charge—whether he resumed school

teaching or continued in the ministry.

the: GOTHIC CHURCH.

Rev. Robert Burnet was inducted in October, 1853.

He was energetic and a scholarly man ; several of his ser-

mons were deemed worthy, by special request, of being

printed in pamphlet form. Just about this time the con-

gregation were compelled to seriously consider the sub-

ject of erecting a church to accommodate the congrega-

tion. Meetings were held, many of them, at wdiich the

probable cost came in for much discussion, also the ways
and means. Finally a conclusion was reached to solicit

subscriptions.

The following names arc copied from papers giving

amounts subscribed to the church building:

A. Logie £20 Os Od
R. Smiley 20 Os Od
T. H. Birss 20 Os Od
J. Russell 20 Os Od
T. Rae 10 Os Od
W. Bellhoiise 30 Os Od
T.Davidson 10 Os Od
J. Nichols 5 Os Od
.Tames Craigie 3 Os Od
Wm. Craigie 5 Os Od
R. H. Rae 10 Os Od
John Munroe 3 lOs Od
R. Argus 2 lOs Od
Dr. Craigie 25 Os Od
J. Gay 2 Os Od
A. Miller 5 Os Od
.T. Riddell 30 Os Od
H. Gillespie 20 Os Od
.T. Young 100 Os Od
D. Law 10 Os Od
T. C. Kerr 100 Os Od
I. Brown 50 Os Od
J. M. Rogerson 2 10s Od
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R. Laurie 2 10§ Od
L. Duff 1 16s Od
E. J. Ferguson -.

. . . 10 Os Od
— . Fraser 10 Os Od
G. A. Young 5 Os Od
John Nichol 5 Os Od
Alex. Wyllie 10 Os Od
J. Hutchinson 5 Os Od
J. McKendrick 3 5s Od
J. Kirkpatrick 3 5s Od
J. Rogerson 2 10s Od

Money was not so plentiful in 1854 as at present, con-

sequently, in several instances, notes, were taken. Other
memoranda, giving a complete list of all contributions, is

not to be obtained. Certain it is, however, that the early

members were determined to erect a building of no mean
description, and the determination was followed to the end.

When the plans were submitted by the designer, Mr.
William Thomas, Toronto, the building committee had
cause for hesitation. It hardly seems probable that a few
members would undertake to erect a church costing in the

neighborhood of sixty thousand dollars. It is a question

whether there is any denomination to-day would under-

take such a task. But Hamilton, had outgrown the title

of township and assumed the dignified term of city. This

was in 1847, the first mayor being Colin C. Ferrie. Ham-
ilton was also designated the Ambitious City, and in or'der

that there should be just reason for the name, the Presby-

terians decided to erect a building that would be a perma-
nent mark of their ambition and one that would be looked

up to for centuries as an evidence of zeal on their part.

Contracts were let, as follows : Carpenter work,

Messrs. Simpson & Son
;
painting. Mr. Robertson

;
glaz-

ing, Mr. Toms : plastering, Messrs. Mercer & McTves.
The names of others who had contracts are not obtainal)le.

Total amount of all contracts for the building complete

was $44,000, of which $2,500 was expended in building

the spire. Jonathan Simpson was contractor.

The old frame church was removed to Charles street,

between Hunter and Jackson. For a time it was rented

by the Government as a school for the children of the

soldiers then stationed in this city. Finally it was used
as a German Catholic Church, then razed to the ground.
It has also been stated, but I cannot find sui^cient grounds
to warrant the statcMricnt. tliat the liuildinq- at one time
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stood where the Baptist Church is now located. As the

men worked day by day it can be imagined with what
pleasure the members would note the progress made.
]\Iore than, one would put the question :

*' Shall I live to

worship in our church ?" I like to hear the expression,
" Our Church." The word "our " conveys a warmth of

feeling, an attachment similar to our home, a sort of pro-

prietory right and interest in its welfare. Our church

implies that there we seek spiritual aid. Nowadays, in

speaking on the same lines, it is customary for people to

say '' the church we attend." I like not the phrase. It

lacks the lasting principle of the former ; leaves an impres-

sion that " we go there for convenience—may change at

any time."

\\'ork progressed rapidly, and on the afternoon of

September 9, 1854, the corner stone was laid in the pres-

ence of a large concourse of people, every citizen, of all

denominations, feeling pride in what was to be the hand-

somest edifice in Hamilton. Professor George, of King-
ston, opened the ceremonies with prayer, after which the

stone was deposited in proper position by J\Ir. John
Young, who was presented with the silver trowel, now in

the possession of his son, Mr. J. M., jun. Rev. R. Burnet,

pastor, made the dedicatory address^ On ^larch 7, 1857,

the Rev. Dr. Mathieson, of Montreal, preached in the

morning; Prof. Weir, of Kingston, in the afternoon : Rev.
R. Burnet in the evening. Little wonder is it that nearly

every Presbyterian from the neighboring towns came to

this city to inspect St. Andrew's Church. The mouldings,

cornices and roof of dark oak were admired 1)\ all. The
beautifully carved screen, modelled after the screen in

Salisbury Cathedral, the carved chairs and communion
table, the beauty of the pulpit and the delicately tinted

windows came in for much praise. Add to this the

massive stone spire, and the sumptuous fittings, any mem-
ber of the church could be excused for pointing with pride

tn " our church." Well might they quote Afilton's lines:

But let my due feet never fail

To walk the studious cloister pale.

And lose the high embour'd roof

With antique pillars massive proof.

And storied windows richly dight,

("asting a dim religious light.



PORTAL.



INTERIOR.
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The following- is a critical description taken from the

Canadian Architect and Ikiilder

:

" The construction is genuine. The dimensions are

said to be, from the square of the tower interior, 80 feet

by 50 feet; extreme exterior, 112 x 66 feet. It was de-

signed to seat 1,100 people, but accommodates only 800

since the organ was put in. The tower rises 100 feet to

the top of the parapet line, where it reduces into the octa-

gonal spire, the base being clustered with pinnacles and
their canopies, making a total length of the tower and
spire of 180 feet. It is a product of the Gothic revived,

and one of the better class of such products. The city

of Hamilton possesses in St. Paul's a church which is well

worth the study of architects.

" The walls are of gray Hamilton stone backed by lake

shore stone, which in the interior of the spire seems piled

very high for such rough material. The details are well

designed and well executed. The spire is truly elegant;

the pinnacles which finish 4:he tower have the appearance
so common in this type of spire of needing unification ; but
they accomplish the purpose of enrichment for which
they were intended. The crocketted gables over the-

belfry windows have an admirable effect of enrichment,
and the spire is a model of well balanced ornament ; with
a band and dormers near the bottom to com1)ine with
tower and pinnacles, and just one well placed repetition of
it near the top to give the eye a resting place which divides

the spire in pleasant proportions into the beginning, mid-
dle and end which every composition should have. It is

interesting to observe by blotting out this upper band with
the finger how uncomposed the spire is without it and how
impossible it is to get the same effect of repose if the band
is moved at all, either up or down. '•' " '•' "

" The gallery stairs give an opportunity for side gables
to stop the slope of the roof which has usually such an
unpleasant effect in combination with a spire.

" The external defect of the church is want of length in

the body, but an examination of the in.teri<)r shows how
this cauTe to be. It is the gallery that provides lines for
the interior proportion, and on the inside proportion is

satisfactory. There is no doubt the church would be a
finer church without the side galaries, but if these galleries

were to be taken down without at the same time lengthen-
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ing the church the apparent width of the church in pro-
portion to its length would probably be greater than the
eye can guess in anticipation wdiile under the influence of
the present arrangement which is carefully composed.
The pulpit is the centre of attention, and is given the im-
portance which it should have and which it is so hard to

give it when it stands alone, by placing it under the arch of
a spacious recess. This arch spans the whole distance

between the gallery fronts, wdth the effect of dividing the

body of the church into a central portion with wings.
Even above the galleries, although the roof is a clear span,

to some extent the central portion governs the eye in esti-

mating the proportions of the church, for the gallery

fronts are a strong line running to the springing of the

arch over the pulpit and meeting the top of the carved
screen that backs up the pulpit and forms the tying line of

the arch.
" The treatment of the pulpit is admirable. The actual

desk upon which the preacher rests his books is but a

small point in the space at the end of the church, but the

full spread of the steps which extend on either side has

beejA utilized by enclosing them w^ith a horizontal rail to

increase the wddth of the pulpit and its platform to the

utmost. What is lacking is made up by the screen behind

which spreads across the w^hole width of the space under

the arch, a distance of nearly 30 feet. The screen might

well have been higher in the centre behind the minister,

in which case it would have served to blot out the lower

part of the window behind and prevent the minister's head

appearing eii silhouette to the occupants of the front seats.

The windo^y in the recess is in fact not an altogether happy
feature, not only for this reason but because of th'e con-

flict of its lines with those of the arch. It is impossible

to desert the springing line of the arch as a basis in de-

signing the window. It is a difficult situation, but with

the help of tracery it should not be impossible to make a

satisfactory combination of screen and window.

" The screen is of course closed in at top and the space

behind forms a passage w^ay to the vestr\- and cellar.

'' The roof is eminently satisfactory. It has pointed

trusses, purlins, rafters and ceiling 1x)ards all of dark oak.

There are dormer windows on each side, an addition to

the original design, which, thougli they are rather poor in
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external detail have an excellent effect inside. The light

shining in between the trusses increases the vigor while
relieving the gloom of the roof, and the dark color of the
roof matched by that of the seating below gives a fine

l)readth of effect in color.

" These are the main points that attract attention in a
first visit to the church, but it has an attractiveness that

increases with observation and forms a wholesome example
in a country where there is more temptation to over free-

dom than to pedantry of the merits of scholarly work."

Air. W. F. Findlay writes : i\Iy first connection with
St. Paul's Church relates to the title of the property. The
documents that have come under my notice are as follows

:

1. A deed in trust, i8th Novemher, 1833, from Peter
Hunter Hamilton to the trustees, on behalf of the Presby-
terian congregation of the town of Hamilton and the

township of Barton, in connection with the Established

Church of Scotland and the Synod of the Presbyterian

Church of Canada, recognized by the General Assembly
of the Church of Scotland. The trustees therein named
are Colin Campbell Ferrie, John Weir, John Young, Alex-
ander Gale, pastor of the congregation, and John Colville,

of the township of Saltfleet, and in consideration of the

sum of forty-two pounds ten shillings, conveys to them
lots y2> ^"d 74 in the town of Hamilton, containing half

an acre, or 143 feet 2y2 inches by 147 feet 10 inches, on
the south side of jNIain street, for the erection of a place

of worship and for the purpose of a burying ground and
yard, and provides the qualifications of said trustees and
their successors in office. This deed is witnessed by

James Hamilton and George S. Tiffany, and is signed and
sealed by all the said trustees, as well as by the said Peter

Hunter -Hamilton, and registered on the T2th dav of T^i'ne,

A. D. 1834.

2. The mortgage made by the then trustees, John
Young, John Riddel, Thomas Cockburn Kerr, John
Brown and Alexander Logic, to the National Bank of

Scotland, dated 2nd May, i860, was to secure the sum of

£6,000 sterling, which they thus borrowed to cover the

debt they had contracted in the building of the church.

Besides the security of the church property described in

the original deed these trustees gave their personal guar-

antee for the repayment of the mortgage money.
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3- The time for payment having elapsed, and no sum
having been paid on account of principal or interest by
the said trustees or the congregation they represented, the
said John Young, Thomas Cockburn Kerr and John
J)rown were compelled, under their personal covenant, to

pay and did pay to the National Bank of Scotland the full

sum of i6,ooo sterling and interest thereon, and upon
such payment requested the said bank to transfer the mort-

gage to William Forrest Findlay, of the city of Hamilton,
for their benefit, and the same was transferred to him by
deed of assignment dated i8th May, i87i. There was
then due under and bv virtue of the said morts^agre for

principal $29,200.02, and for interest $20,644.79.

4. Then a chancery suit for foreclosure was instituted,

the said Findlay being plaintiff, and the said John Young,
John Riddel, Thomas Cockburn Kerr, John Brown and
Alexander Logic, defendants. Herbert Munsie, Robert
Ikirnett and George Denoon were also made defendants
in the master's office, and a final order of foreclosure was
obtained on the 6th March, 1873, wh*ereby the said de-

fendants were absolutely debarred and foreclosed, and the

legal estate became invested in the said VVilHam Forrest

Findlay but nevertheless as trustee for those wdio had
paid the mortgage money to the bank. The said William
Forrest Findlay obtained possession of the mortgaged pre-

mises in November, 1873, but not till he had called in the

services of the then sheriff of the County of Wentworth.

5. On the 15th January, 1878, a conveyance was made
by the said Findlay of the first part, the executors of John
Young, then deceased, Thomas Cockburn Kerr and Alex-
ander liruce representing the interest of John Brown, of

the second part, to Matthew Legga|, James Hutchison
and William G. Black as trustees for the congregation of

St. Paul's Church, and their successors in office, the con-

sideration being the sum of $21,750.00, paid to the ])arties

of the second part, the said Findlay having received nc^th-

ing for his services.

Of the dealings with the Baptist Church T have no
])ositive knowledge, except that out of the $21,750.00

above mentioned, only $20,000 came to the three i)arties

interested, the remainder, v$i,75o. being allowed to the

r)ai)tists for their relinquishment of their purchase.
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\\ hen it was customary for each church to provide a

burying place for the dead, St. Andrew's set apart ground
on either side of the building. To-day a few headstones

are intact, in some instances time has efifaced the words
engraved thereon. In selecting the following the object

was to prove the correctness of the couplet

:

He reaps the bearded grain at a breath
And the flowers that grow between.

The number of headstones will not take long to count,

but they mark the last resting place of childhood, youth

and old age, of minister, soldier, merchant. " The hosts

of God encamp around the dwellings of the just," runs a

favorite hymn. If it be true, as some Christians believe,

that the spirits x>f the departed are interested in worldly

matters, then it may be supposed that the spirits of some
who worshipped in the first church are hovering in the

midst of the large congregations now assembled to take

part in the Jubilee services.

Dust thou art, to dust returnest,
Was not spoken of the soul.

TO THE MI:mORY
O^

JOHN M. BROWN^
FOURTH SON OF THE; LATE

VERY REVEREND DR. W. h. BROWN,
PRINCIPAL OF MARISCHAL COLLEGE, ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND.

DIED AUGUST 1 9, 1^49.

IN MEMORY OF
THREE CHILDREN

OF
ANDREW^ AND LAURA STEVEN.

SARAH,
BORN MAY 20, 1834; DIED SEPT. 9, 1835.

WILLIAM JAMES,
BORN FEB. 7, 1840; DIED OCT. 6, 184O.

SARAH CATHARINE,
BORN JULY 2Q, 184I ; DIED JULY 28, 1842.

THEY DIED TO SIN, THEY DIED TO CARES,
BUT FOR A MOMENT FELT THE ROD

;

O MOURNERS, SUCH THE LORD DECLARES,
SUCH ARE THE CHILDREN OF OUR GOD.
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SACRRD TO THIC MI^MORY

ste:phe:n bai^mer.

born di^cember 3i, 1815, at kernihirst^ tlvdbury,

Roxburghshire:, scoti^and.

die:d in this town, whe:n vSTudying for the: ministry
OF the: church of Scotland,

NOV. 26, 1839.

sacre:d to the: mi^mory
OF

margare:t ferrie:r,

daughter of
re:v. andre:w ffrrier, d. d.,

WHO died in HAMILTON. MARCH I9, 1842, IN THE
20TH YEAR OF HER AGE.

IN MEMORY OF
JOSEPH EDMOND,

A NATIVE OF GLASGOW, SCOTLAND.
LATE MERCHANT HERE,

WHO DIED AT BARTON, NOVEMBER 3, 1 843,
AGE 81.

ALEX. SUTHERLAND.
DIED JANUARY I, 1 842.

AGED 19 YEARS.

SACRED TO THE MEMORY
OF

JAMES M. WIIYTE, -ESQ.

FORMERLY CAPTAIN OF THE FIRST (OR THE KING's) DRA-
GOON GUARDS, AND SUBSEQUENTLY LIEUT.-COLONEL

OF THE SURREY REGIMENT OF HORSE, ONE OF
HIS majesty's PRIVY COUNCIL, AND A

JUSTICE OF ASSIZE IN THE IS-

LAND OF JAMAICA.
GUIDED THROUGH LIFE BY THE STRICTEST PRINCIPLES OF
HONOR AND INTEGRITY, HE DIED UNIVERSALLY ES-

TEEMED AND REGRETTED ON THE 9TH JUNE, 1843, -

AGED 55 YEARS.
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The congregation increased steadily and the finances

of the church were well sustained, notwithstanding the

heavy mortgage on the building, and the fact that other

churches were gradually being erected. So bright were

the prospects, and so zealous the congregation, that steps

were taken to erect a manse, and subscriptions were taken

up for that purpose.

One document reads :
" We, whose names are here-

with subscribed, do hereby agree to pay the amounts set

opposite our respective signatures, for the purpose of

creating a fund to enable the congregation of St. Andrew's
Church to build a manse in connection with St. Andrew's
Church."

This was in August, 1850. The list of names ap-

pended :

John Young £5 Os Od
J. Brown 5 Os Od
M. Riddle 5 Os Od
A. Logie 5 Os Od
J. D. Pringle 5 Os Od
Thomas Kerr 5' Os Od
J. F. C. Birss 5 Os Od

There must have been other contributors to this fund,

for enough money was subscribed to erect the residence

at the corner of Herkimer and Park streets, where Rev.
R. Piurnett lived at one time. It afterwards passed into

the hands of the late Mr. Alex. Gavillier.

Owing to some dispute—several stories have been
related—the Rev. Robt. Burnett found it necessary to

leave St. Andrew's, taking with him the records, the silver

communion service, the bible used in the pulpit, the

carved offertory plates, together with the three chairs in

front of the pulpit. Part of the congregation was in

sympathy with the pastor and arrangements were made to

erect a building at the corner of Park and Hunter streets.

This church was called St. Andrew's, and services were
held therein for some time. This took place in .1873. ^^^^

original St. Andrew's had to close its doors, the greater

part of the worshippers attending other places of worship.
It is an unfortunate theme upon which to comment, but,

in order that history may be chronicled correctlv, refer-

ence has to be made to the dark as well as the bright side.

For cause. Rev. A. Burnett did not stay long in the
new church. In 1876 the building passed into tlic hands
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of the Reformed Episcopalians, and was known as St.

John's Chnrch. When that body became extinct the place

was secured by the Jews, and is used at the present time

as a synagogue.

For two years the church at the corner of James and

Jackson streets stood unoccupied, this state of things

prompting a local poet to pen eleven four-line verses, of

which one is now quoted

:

Come back, come back, my hameless bairns,

And warm my empty hame
;

And aiblins I can yet arrange
To free ye a' frae blame.



HISTORICAL ST. PAUL'S

The following are extracts from the clever article of

Miss Stella E. Asling, published by the Wentworth His-

torical Society

:

St. Paul's Presbyterian Church, Hamilton, Ontario,

stands on the corner of James and Jackson streets, and
with its stately gothic architecture and lofty stone spire,

is one of the first objects of interest to the tourist.

The ground in the shadow of the church is a hallow^ed

spot, for here lie the founders of the parish, one of the old-

est parishes in Hamilton. The history of the days long

past has for most of us an absorbing interest. It is not

mere love for architectural beauty that invests St. Paul's

with interest. To many of the citizens of Hamilton half

of the charm of the stately stone edifice lies in this, that it

is full of a soft light of other days. When Mr. Wil-
liam Bruce leaves behind him the rumbling noises of

the city, and ''bathed in stillness," paces alone the aisles

of the cathedral-like church, the beautiful edifice melts

away, and he is once again in the old frame Church of St.

Andrew, and a boy once more.

It is a Sabbath morning, and he can see himself now as

he appeared then—a quaint little figure in white trousers^

blue jacket, and high silk hat. On the way to church he

had met Complete, an old darkey who lived in a shanty on

the corner of James and Main streets, where the Bank of

Montreal now stands. Complete had figured in the battle

of Trafalgar, and had had a leg shot ofif in the engagement
while on board Nelson's own ship, the Victory. The old

negro has given him a vivid description of the fight. How
it had stirred his young heart! and that, too, coming just

after the 4th of June—the King's birthday, when Colonel

Gourlay, then head of the militia, had reviewed the troops

up in the field by Peter Hamilton's b^rn. The bam has

given place to the Central School, and Mr. Wm. Hendrie's

residence occupies the site of the Han.ilton homestead.

What a dififerent scene is presented to-dav from .that

on which he looked that Sabbath morning ! Instead of a

populous city, the thickly wooded n^iniirfpin-side rose be-
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yond green fields, which sloped down to the little town,

then a mere cluster of houses. Ueyond the houses, fields

and blossoming orchards stretched out again till they

reached another cluster of houses on the very edge of the

bay, known as Port Hamilton.

And how vividly the picture of the old church rises be-

fore him ! The high pulpit, with a flight of steps on. either

side and a sounding-board above ; the grave minister, Mr.
Gale, in his black gown and bands ; the precentor, William
McMillan, in front of the pulpit, and, on either side, the

square pews containing the families of Allan Napier Mc-
Nab, Captain Stewart, James Stewart and John Weir.
Tlie hours for service in those days were ii a. m. and

3 p. m., so that the church was not often lighted.

He was a larger boy when he used to sit on the fence,

and sling stones in the direction of the windows. Of
course he clid not premeditate mischief, and when he hit

them it was pure accident. One sermon which he heard

:^bout.that time is deeply impressed on his mind, for he

heard it under unusual circumstances. In a corner of a

wheat field which was enclosed by a rail fence, he saw the

Rev. Mr. Hogg, pastor of the Seceder Church, throwing

his arms about in a wildly theatrical manner, and on creep-

ing closer he found that the reverend gentleman was de-

claiming his sermon to a small audience of pine stumps

!

The boy sat in his quiet nook and listened to the entire ser-

mon, and the minister had one more of an audience than

he had counted on.

Mr. Buist, the sexton of St. Andrew's, no doubt found

this boy troublesome also, for the bell-rope hung in a tan-

talizingly conspicuous place in the entrance lobby, and the

boy would almost invariably succumb to the temptation of

giving the rope a tug as he passed into the church. He
has more veneration for the bell now. It 'was for many
years the only bell in, Hamilton, and it still hangs in the

tower of St. Paul's.

One more incident of the old church does this gentle-

man, whose reminiscences we have been recording, re-

member, for in 1844 came the disruption, and he went no

more to St. Andrew's. This incidien-t was the funeral of

Alexander Sutherland, a young soldier. It was the first

military funeral he ever saw, and he was deeply impressed

as he saw him laid to rest in St. Andrew's churchyard. A
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small stone on the south side of St. Paul's marks the sol-

dier's resting place.

The court house had then been built several years. It

was erected under " a statute passed in 1816, George III.,

enacting that a gaol and court house for the District of

Gore shall be erected on lot number fourteen, in the third

concession of the township of Barton, to be called the towai

of Hamilton." The manse built for Mr. Gale is to the

south of the church, near Hunter street, on the property

now owned by Dr. F. Rosebrugh.

It was after George Hamilton that our city was named,
and from the inception of the town till his death in 1837,

he was the best known man in Hamilton. He presented

to the city the Court House Square, the wood market, and
pretty little Gore Park on King street. In 1894 a hand-
some monument of polished granite was erected to his

memory by the citizens of Hamilton, in loving remem-
brance of his many services. The monument stands in

the cemetery in the vicinity of the chapel, while not far

away, close by the earthworks thrown up by Colonel Har-
vey's men in 181 2, lie Peter Hunter Hamilton and Harriet

his wife.

A minute in the Session Book of St. Andrew's reads

:

"At Hamilton, the 19th day of November, 1833, the day on

which the Presbytery of York met and constituted, inter

alia, Mr. Gale craved the advice of the Presbytery in re-

gard to the appointment of elders and the constituting of

a Session in his congregation, and stated that Andrew
Steven and James Hamilton, Esquires, both resident in

the town of Hamilton, had been regularly ordained to the

office of elder by the late Mr. Sheed of Ancaster."

The Kirk Session met for the first time Deceml^er 26,

1834, wdth Rev. Alexander Gale, moderator, and Messrs.

Andrew Steven and John Colville, elders. Mr. Colville

had been, previously ordained an elder under the Synod of

lister in Ireland. Air. Peter Hunter Hamilton was or-

dained January it, 1835. At a latci' meeting of the Ses-

sion the " Moderator was requested to prepare a brief ac-

count of the planning and ])rogress of the church in this

place, to be submitted to the Session at an early meeting."

At the o])ening of the church the managers elected

vv'cre: Dr. Campbell, Messrs. \'allance. Thorn, Rollston,

lV)well, Downs and Thornton. Mr. Andrew Fee had
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charge of the letting of the pews. Mr. Blaikie was pre-

centor and Mr. Buist officer.

At the same meeting also '' It w^as determined that a

close board fence six feet high be erected around the South,

West and North sides of the plot, and that the front or

East side be in part, that is to say, for 45 feet from each

corner a weather-board fence, and that the remaining cen-

tral part of 52 feet be a skeleton fence, and also that there

be one gate fronting the church of eight feet, and another

on the south side of eleven feet."

The Sunday School was opened in the church in

February, 1836, under the superintendence of Mr. William
McMillan, assisted by Mr. George Urquhart. Mr. Henry
Lawson was secretary, and the teachers were : Mr. James
Reid, Mr. Al. Lawson, Mr. John Gale, Mr. Angus Mc-
Coll, Mr. George Wonham, and Mrs. Gale, Miss Fraser,

Miss.Wonham and Miss Urquhart. The superintendent

arranged the school into five classes. The subjects to be

taught were as follows

:

No. I. Scriptures; Assembly's Catechism, with proofs;

psalms, hymns, etc.

No. 2. New Testament, with easy portions of Old
Testament; Assembly's Catechism, without proofs;

psalms, hymns, etc.

No. 3. Second part Union Spelling Book ; Watt's

Second Catechism ; Divine and Moral Songs.

No. 4. First Part Union Spelling l?)Ook ; Watt's First

Catechism ; appropriate sacred poetry.

No. 5. Alphabet and first lessons ; First Catechism,

and hymns taught orally.

On the roll book, first class (boys), we note the names
of Thomas Moore, George Watson, John McMillan, Robt.

Wm. Waugh, W. Justus Huff, WilHam Wade, Adolphus
Mills, William Bruce and James V^allance.

In ten years public sentiment as to what was required

of Sunday Schools 'had undergone a change, as we notice

from the report of J. W^alker, secretary for 1843. Mr.

Walker, in his report of that year, says

:

" The idea which long occupied the public mind that

Sabbath Schools were useful only to the poor has, happily,

been very generally removed, and these institutions arc in

many cases receiving, as superintendents and teachers, the

most influential and intelligent members of the church,
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and as scholars the children of all classes in the congrega-

tion. The question whether the teaching children to read

shall be the primary object of the Sunday School, has been

fully set at rest ; and now, in all evangelical churches, the

Sunday School is a channel through which Christians, and
especially Christian parents, can furnish to all children

withni the range of the congregation, that religious in-

struction which the public schools properly omit ; but ih^i

necessity of which, for the promotion of civil and religious

liberty and order, history has fully taught."

The ruling elders of St. Andrew's from 1833 to 1844
were: Andrew Steven, James Hamilton, John Colville,

Peter Hunter Hamilton, Alexande Fee, Wm. McMillan,

John Thompson, James Mclntyre, Wm. Blaikie, Charles

Pollock, Alexander Drysdale and Calvin McQueston.

In 1835 the following persons appear as pew proprie-

tors (by purchase) of their several pews, with an annual

"rental in addition: Andrew Steven, ^neas Kennedy,
Allan Napier McNab, John Law, Judge Taylor, John
Weir, Wm. Blaikie, etc. ; and among pew holders for that

year were Calvin McQuesten, Albert Bigelow, D. C.

Gunn, Edward Ritchie, John Thorn, Dr. Campbell, John
Lamont, etc.

A precentor led the singing till the church was reno-

vated, when a choir was formed, and occupied seats in the

new gallery. In later days they sat around a long table

in front of the pulpit, which on Communion Sundavs was
used for the elements. There were forty-six pews in the

body of the church, with high panelled sides ; those on
each side being square family pews, with a small table in

the centre of each.

The baptisms registered during 1833 were: Margaret
Young, daughter of G. I. and Mary Hunter Young; Eliza

Jane Frusdel, daughter of Robert and Dorothy McBride
PVusdel, and George Buchanan and William John, sons of

John and Agnes Riddle.

The first marriage solemnized by Rev. Mr. Gale was
that of Archibald Murdoch to Janet Fairburn, in 1834.

Many of St. Andrew's early memibers were prominent
citizens of Hamilton, and fostered the enterprises of the
new town. Thomas C. Kerr was one of these. He was
a brother of Archibald Kerr, who presented the fountain
in Gore Park to the city of Hamilton. A photograph of
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the opening- of the fountain may be seen in the ^iuseinn at

Dundurn Castle. Thomas C. Kerr died in 1878 in Lon-

don, England, where his remains rest in Kensal Green

Cemetery. A memorial tablet was presented to St. Paul's

by his widow, " as a tribute of her loving remembrance,

and a token of the sacredness of the ties which bind her

to St. Paul's Church."

John Young was also one of the original members of

St. Andrew's church, and was for many years a ruHng

elder. He came to Hamilton in 1832, and built and occu-

pied the house on the corner of jNIain and James streets,

now the Hamilton Club House. He afterwards built a

more handsome residence on John street south, where he

lived till his death. The residence was then sold and was
for a time the home of Bishop Bowling ; afterwards it was

converted into a hospital—St. Joseph's. A memorial

tablet may be seen in St. Paul's church in memory of John
Young and his wife. The latter worshipped in St. Paul's

for fifty years.

Another early member of St. Andrew's was Mr. Scott-

Burn. He was one of the earliest settlers in Hamilton,

and built " Chedoke "

—

a. residence well known by all who
have visited the beautiful Falls at Chedoke, and w^hich

ought to be secured by the city as a home for consump-
tives.

Among the grave stones in the old kirk-yard we
noticed those which mark the resting places of James
Dryman, John M. Brown, John Miller, Joseph Edmond,
John Thompson, Mrs. Alexander iMcKid and Lieut.-Col.

James M. Whyte, who was one of George HFs Privy

Council, and a Justice of Assize in the Island of Jamaica.

But the names mentioned above are but a few of those

who were originally buried in the church vard, for as time

passed, the land about the church was required for other

purposes. It was found necessary to remove the graves,

and thus almost the last associations of old St. Andrew's
wore effaced. But if St. Andrew's is no more, there has

risen phoenix-like on the memories immolated, a stately

structure into whose very walls sacred associations are in

corporated. The new church was erected largely through
the efforts of the deceased members, ?^Tessrs. John Young
Thomas C. Kerr, John Brown, John Riddle and WIllia:.ii

Be]] house.
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Intense difference of opinion will probably always con-

tinue to exist as to the style of architecture best befitting

ecclesiastical structures ; but it is generally conceded that

the Gothic, with its graceful elegance, majesty and gran-

deur of design, is most suited to public worship, as it im-

presses the beholder with the solenmity and deep mysteri-

ousness of religion.

That St. Paul's still retains a predilection for the

usages of the kirk is noticed on Sacrament Sundays, when
the ])e\vs in which the communicants sit are covered Avith

w hite linen.. The eft'ect is very chaste and beautiful. But
the oval tokens, made of white metal, which were in use in

the early days, have long since given place to the modern
card. The gown of the pastor, however, is of the style

\\rA-\j by ministers of the kirk in the days of long ago.

It is to be regretted that Mrs. AicArthur, soprano

soloist, found it necssary to resign. How often after

the sermon—when our souls have been upborne on words
of fervent prayer, till we have caug'ht glimpses of the New
Jerusalem and have heard faint echoes o-f the hosts who
sing " Alleluia ! Salvation and honor and power be unto

Him who sitteth upon the throne "—^how often have we
listened as in the silence which followed there fell from the

singer's lips one soft note of melody, which- floated up
through the silence, and, as the sweet strains went on,

lifted our hearts out of the trifles of time into the very air

of Heaven !

When these days, like tiieir predecessors, shall have
'' floated back into history," these are the memories which
for so!ne of us will stand out most clearly on the deep of

time.

In 1874 the church, whose Jubilee of the laying of

its corner stone fifty years ago is now being cele-

brated, was reopened, Rev. J. C. Smith, !>. D.. of Belle-

ville, having received a call to act as ])astor. It was un-

seemly and unnecessary to have two ])laces of worship of

(lie faith with the same name, conse(juently as a result of
-'• conference St. Paul's was chosen for the church now
1)'jing written about, a name it still retains. After a pas-

torate of four years Rev. J. C. Smith accepted a call to St.

Andrew's Church. Guclph, where he resided until his

death in July, 1898.
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After Rev. Mr. Burnett left the church on Hunter
street a proposition came from the congregation to amal-
gamate with St. Paul's. In May the proposed amalga-
mation was consummated. The elders of St. Andrew's,
Mr. Alex. Craig and Mr. James Insch, were also received

into the eldership of St. Paul's. In 1878 Matthew Leg-
gat, James Hutchison and William Black were appointed
trustees of St. Paul's. Mr. Leggat is the only one
still living. It was a joyful meeting, and many pra}'crs

went up to the Almighty, the outcome of which has been
that from that time harmony has existed. The meeting
of the old members will never be forgotten; again they

worshipped in the same churcb. The communion service

and other articles already mentioned as being taken away
by Rev. Mr. Burnett were restored. The silver service

bearing the name of St. Andrew's Church is still in use at

communion, also a handsome set provided by the ladies

of St. Paul's in 1875. The earthen baptism bowl is also

preserved among the heirlooms.

Following are the names of members appearing on the

communicants' roll in 1873

:

1.
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61.
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Into whose hands has it passed : the young member, who
was liardiy able to realize the full inipressiveness and
meaning of the service ; the youth, who, about to encoun-

ter the troubles and perplexities of the world, was anxious

to get divin'e sustenance to enable him the better to with-

stand temptation; the man of middle age, who had re-

ceived benefits from attending communion ; the men and

women, whose sands of life were slowly ebbing, and who
fully appreciated the deeper meaning underlying the sacra-

ment. Let those old tokens be reverently cherished, for

around each cluster memories of faithful servants of

Christ.

On January 29, 1878, a unanimous call was extended

to Mr. Robert J. Laidlaw, of Jefferson Avenue Church,

Detroit. He died Thursday, Oct. 24, 1895. Eulogistic

sermons were preached by the assistant pastor, Rov. H. S.

Beavis, M.A., and, in the evening of the same day. Rev.

Dr. Fletcher. Letters of condolence came from Rev.

Dr. Christie, Alleghany, Pa.; Rev. Dr. J. M. Richmond,
Princeton, Ky. ; Rev. Principal Caven, Knox College, To-
ronto; Rev. Dr. Robertson, Winnipeg; Rev. Dr. Coch-
rane, Brantford, and appropriate reference was madeHjy
the Presbyterian Review. The funeral service was con-

ducted by the Rev. Principal Caven, and was in keeping

with the occasion, being attended by prominent Presby-

terians. The pulpit was draped in black and there were
flowers in profusion. The remains were interred at

Georgetown.

Let a glance be now taken of the progress of the con-

gregation under the pastorate of the deeply lamented
minister. The membership had increased from 237 to

500 ; the Sunday School and various associations connected

with the church also prospered in all directions. In 1885
the value of the church property had been increased by
over $26,000. At that time the total debt, funded and
floating, was $15,000. In 1878 it reached nearly $30,000.

Another extensive work carried out successfully dur-

ing Rev. Dr. Laidlaw's pastorate was the providing suit-

able accommodation for Sabbath School and weekly ser-

vices . Adjoining the church property was a piece of

ground formerly used as a racket court. This was a

favorite resort for the officers of several regiments of sol-

diers who were stationed in this citv in the sixties.. Tr.
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spite of the debt of the church proper, the managers brave-

ly undertook the purchase of the vacant land and erected

thereon school buildings in keeping with the stately edifice.

The cost, including lecture room, parlors, etc., was about

$9,000. The dedicating .services took place February

17, 1884. The special collection on that Sunday reached

$1,089. As a tangible proof of the congregation's appre-

ciation of their pastor, on the occasion of a conversazione

to celebrate the fourth anniversary of his induction, Mr.
Matthew Leggat, on behalf of the congregation, handed
Rev. Mr. Laidlaw a check for $600. His expenses to the

south after Mrs. Laidlaw's death were also paid.

In i\Iay, 1884, an Art Loan Exhibition, under the man-
agement of the ladies connected with St. Paul's, was given

to the public for three weeks. The principal attraction

was Gabriel Max's famous painting, " The Raising of

Jarius' Daughter," valued at $15,000. This celebrated

work of art was generously loaned by Senator George A.

Drummond, Montreal, at the solicitation of Mrs. J. Y.

Osborne (then Miss Park). The exhibition was fully

appreciated by the citizens, and the receipts amounted to

$1,086, which was added to the building fund. When
the announcement was made that art galleries were to be

opened there were those who looked with disfavor upon
the innovation, but the same |)eople, before the instructive

exhibition term.inated, testified their hearty appreciation

of the undertaking. The art gallery in connection with

St. Paul's in 1884 left so pleasing an impression upon the

minds of persons of fine and cultured taste that they still

speak with pleasure of the event.

The managers of to-day frankly concede that financ-

ing in former days was far more arduous and puzzling
than now, but the escape from that embarrassment is also

due to our present board and minister.

The year 1893 stands out prominently in the church's
liistory as showing the generosity of all connected with it.

A committee "was successful in collecting from the congre-
gation $4,500 towards reducing the mortgage debt of
$T 2,000. Arrears of interest were paid and tlie monetary
incumbrance brought down to $7,500. The members
never grew wearv of well doing, and so the managers in

their report of 1895 showed the entire floating debt was
wiped out for the first time in the history of the congre-
tration and $500 more paid on the mortgage debt.
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COMPARATIVE SUMMARY
'rwenty-Six Years, 1878-1903 Inclusive.

On Roll i2th March, 1878 : 237.
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HISTORICAL SUMMARY
BY JOHN KNOX.

1833. Nov. Rev. Alex. Gale from Aberdeen, Scotland, having^
served the churches at Lachine, Que. and Amherst-
burg, Ont., was inducted to St. Andrew's Church,
Hamilton.

1835. Original Frame Church built at N. W. corner of
James and Jackson Sts. Hamilton, on land pur-
chased in 1833 for ;^42-io/— for the erection of a
place of worship and for the purpose of a burying
ground and yard, the first Trustees being Rev. Alex.
Gale, Colin Campbell Ferrie, John Weir. John
Young and John Colville, fcir the Presbyterian
Congreijation of the town of Hamilton and the
Township of Barton, in connection with the Esta-
blished Church of Scotland.
" The Disruption" having taken place in Scotland.
Rev. Alex. Gale went to Knox Church, Hamilton,
in connection with the newly organized Free Church
of Scotland and removed the session records there.

Rev. Alex. McKid came from Ottawa.
do was translated to Goderich, Ont.

Rev. Daniel McKnee was inducted.
do demitted this charge.

Rev. Robert Burnett was inducted.
Foundation stone of present Gothic Church laid by
Mr. John Young.

1857. Church opened for Worship by Rev. Dr, Mathieson
of Montreal, and cost about $60,000.

1S60. 2 May. Church was mortgaged for ;(^6ooo, interest 6% to

National Bank of Scotland. The Trustees who
became personally liable were John Young, John
Riddell, Thos. C. Kerr, John Brown and Alexander
Logie,

1873. Nov. Mortgage was foreclosed and church was sold

to Baptist Congregation for $20,000.

1874. 2 April. The c mgregation having been reorganized, ealled

the Rev. J. C. Smith, of Belleville, who was inducted
this date.

14 May. Name was changed from St. Andrew's Church to

St. Paul's Church with consent of Presbytery.

10 July. Trustees were appointed to hold any property the
Congregation have or may acquire.

.22 July. A Bond was given guaranteeing $2100 which was
available for any deficiency during next three years.

The church was leased at a rental of $600 with the
option of purchase within two years at $20,000.

Seat Rents were estimated to bring a revenue of

$1. 120, and the average Sabbath collection at $30.
Ladies' Association was formed and city divided
into districts by them, and they with pencil and

1843.

1844.
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book introduced systematic giving by envelope.
Church debt of .$20,000 being an obstacle promises
to give $8,000 to $10,000 payable during two years
were received. Rev. Mr. Burnett's friends built

the brick church at corner of Park and Hunter
where they worshipped.

1876. April. Mr. Burnett having demitted the charge of this

congregation, an amalgamation was effected with
St. Paul's, and the Bible and Communion Plate were
brought back along with some furniture.

1878. 15 Jan. The church and property was conveyed for $21,750
to Matthew Leggatt, James Hutchison and Wm.
G. Black as Trustees.

14 Feb. Mortgage was given by them for $12,000.

12 Mar. Rev. Robert J. Laidlaw was inducted from Jefferson
Avenue Presbyterian Church, Detroit. Member-
ship then 237.

1880. Jan. The organ built by Steer & Turner, of Springfield,

was opened and cost $2,392.

1882. Oct. Racket Court was purchased for the erection of

Sunday School and cost $2,400, but was mortgaged
for $1,900.

1884. Feb, 17. Sunday School having been built, was dedicated,
cost $9,329

1884. May 4. Art Loan Picture Exhibit, got up by the Ladies'
Association, when the painting of the Raising of

Jairus' Daughter, by Gabriel Max, was loaned by
Senator Drummond, Montreal. This added $1 0S6
to the building fund. ,

1887. July 18. Mortgage for $1,900 on Sunday School was dis-

charged.

1*93. Mortgage on Church was discharged and a reduced
mortgage for $7,500 given.

1895. Oct. 24. Rev. Dr. Laidlaw died at Georgetown.
1896. Laidlaw Memorial Hall was opened with a mort-

gage of $2,oco, which was reduced to $1,000 by
subscriptions and ultimately discharged from the
Century Fund collections. "Their Full Rights,"
by lanMaclaren, mildly pictures the business of the

congfregation this year.

1897. Feb. Rev. Neil McPherson, H. D., was called from
Petrolia and inducted.

1902. $8,215 was subscribed and paid in for the Century
Fund of the Presbyterian Church.

1903. Jan. Mortgage debts on Sunday-School, Laidlaw Mis-
sion and the Church, so long a burden on this con-

gregation, have all been paid and the agreements
dis< harged.



SEISSION

1. BI DWELL WAY.
2. SIR W. THOMAS W. TA\ I,Ok.

3. MATTHEW LEGGAT.
4. CHAS. H. LINTON.
5. DAVID ERASER.
6. JAMES VALLANCE.
7. GEORGE BLACK.
8. J. W. TYRRELL.

9 GEOR(^.E A. YOUNG.
10. WILLIAM WILSON.
11. BYRON SMITH.
12. JAMES GILL, H.A.

13. J. D. TURN BULL.
14. WM. MALCOLM.
15. T. D. MALCOLM.
16. A C. TURN BULL.



MANAGEIRS

1. JOHN KNOX.
2. J. J. MORRISON.
3. J. D. WILSON.
4. JOHN LEGGAT.
5. DR. MALLOCH.
6. J. M. YOUNG.

7. DAVIU RiDD.
8. STANLEY MILLS.

9. THOMAS RAMSAY.
10. H. P. COBURN.
11. J. R. MOODIE.
12. W. A. LOGIE.
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Never was a similar Jubilee celebrated under more
favorable auspices than the one now being celebrated.

Well may pastor, managers and congregation pour forth

earnest praise to Gk)d who has so successfully guided

their congregation. For many years elders and mana-
gers were perplexed over finances, now the financial hori-

zon is clear, not a dark cloud observable. The worship-

pers fully appreciate the energy, vv^atchfulness and care

which those concerned have exhibited in temporal mat-

ters ; the confidence reposed in them from year to year has

not been misplaced. There is great reason for gratitude,

with a membership of 6^^, scholars numbering 560, and

no indebtedness on church property. Each of the mana-
gers is entitled to commendation, but there are three mem-
bers of every board who have the most to do, the chair-

man, the treasurer, and the secretary. Their services are

specially acknowledged.

The following are the officials in the Jubilee year

:

Minister—Rev. Neil McPherson, M. A., B. D., Mode-
rator, Clerk of Session—Mr. James Gill, B. A.

Elders—Messrs. George Black, Matthew Leggat, T.

D. Malcolm, William Malcolm, James Turnbull, Byron
Smith, A. C. Turnbull, J. D. Turnbull, J. W. Tyrrell, Bid-

well Wav, William Wilson, George A. Young, James Val-

lance. Sir Thomas W. Taylor, C. B. Linton.

Board of Managers—Messrs. John Knox, Chairman

;

J, J. Morrison, Treasurer; J. D. Wilson, Secretary and
Chairman of Pew Committee ; Messrs. John Leggat, W.
A. Logic, H. P. Coburn, Stanley Mills, David Kidd,
Thomas Ramsay, Dr. A. E. Malloch, J. R. Moodie, J. M.
Young.

Trustees—Messrs. A. Murray, Matthew Leggat,
James Vallance.

Music Committee-—Messrs. Bidwell Way, Chairman

;

James Vallance, Matthew Leggat, A. C. Turnbull.

Ushers—Messrs. G.' L. Forsyth, G. W. Black, Roy
Moodie, J. G. Morrison, G. Y. Bellhouse, A. Cochrane,
William Stewart, H. Publow, C. Almas, John Thomson,
R. A. Wallace, Donald Logan.

Sexton—Mr. W. J. McConnell.
Ladies' Association—Mrs. James Vallance, Hon.

President; Mrs. A. E. Malloch, President; Mrs. A. Mc-
Lagan, First Vice-President; Mrs. McPherson, Second
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Vice-President; Mrs. Trail, Third Vice-President; Mrs.

J. Moodie, Fourth Vice-President; Mrs. G. Vallance,

Secretary; Mrs. J. D. Wilson, Treasurer. In connection

with the association several committees are formed

—

Benevolent, Work, China, Pulpit Decoration and District

Visitors.

Sunday School Teachers' Association—Mr. D. Mor-
ton, Sen., Honorary Superintendent; Mr. Byron Smith,

Superintendent ; Mr. C. B. Linton, Assistant Superintend-

ent; Mr. T. D. Malcolm, Secretary; Mr. W. J. McCon-
nell, Assistant Secretary ; Miss Grace Hudson, Treasurer

;

Mr. J. M. Malcolm, Librarian ; Mr. George Morton, As-
sistant Librarian ; Miss Mary Simpson, Organist ; Miss
H. G. Hudson, Pianist.

Women's Foreign Missionary Society—Mrs. (Rev.)

McPherson, President; Mrs. Watson, First Vice-Presi-

dent; Mrs. McLagan, Second Vice-President; Mrs. Mc-
Clure, Third Vice-President; Miss Wilson, Treasurer;

Mrs. Barber, Secretary; Miss Young, Tidings Secretary.

The Home Circle Mission Band, Y. P. S. C. E., Junior

Mission Band, Mothers' Meetine. Girls' Sewing Class,

Young Men's Union and the Laidlaw Memorial Mission

Sabbath School are all managed by ladies and gentlemen

deeply interested in the success of their respective

branches.

Every department of the church is systematically car-

ried out and the rules of a specially arranged calendar

followed.

There is reason to believe that the Sunday School is

the oldest in the city, but the statement is made with reser-

vation. A memory somewhat distinct, reminds one that

an account has been read that the First Methodist congre-

gation conducted a school in 1820. Be that as it may, in

February, 1836, St. Andrew's school had for its superin-

tendent, Mr. William McMillan; Mr. George Urquhart

acted as his assistant. In 1843 there were nine classes

of girls, aggregating 94 in attendance ; eleven classes of

boys, with an average attendance of 107, making the total

membership of 201 scholars. Among the teachers in

1843 were Mrs. Gale, Miss Gale, Mrs. John Fisher, Mr.

D. McLellan, Mrs. Walker, Mr. R. Ewen, Mr. D.

Buchanan, Mr. D. McArthur, Mrs. Forbes, Mr. Mont-

gomery, Mr M. Bruce.





JOHN YOUN(;, ALEXANDER MURRAY

DAVID MORTON. DR/C. L. M. HARRIS.
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In those days the children were not so well supplied

witn instructive literature as at present, neither was there

a large library at their command. The singing, too, was
not so tuneful, perhaps, but it was no doubt as hearty.

The singing of children is always unaffected and pleasing

to hear. It may, to the hypercritic, be full of discord

and flat, but it is genuine, nevertheless. Upon more
than one occasion I have stood outside a Sunday School
and listened to the hymn

:

Lamb of God. I look to Thee,
Thou Shalt my example be ;

Thou art gentle, meek and mild,
Thou wast once a little child.

In 1857, when the present edifice was completed, the

basement was fitted up for school purposes, and at differ-

ent times thes'e gentlemen acted as superintendents : Mr.
Matthew Leggat, Rev. R. J. Laidlaw, Mr. George A.
Young, Mr. John Alexander, Mr. David Morton, sen.

In 1883, largely through the instrumentality of Mr. David
Morton, sen., and the late Dr. Laidlaw, the present hand-
some and substantial schoolhouse was erected. These
quarters were occupied in February, 1884, just forty-eight

years after organization.

The school prosp'ered under the superintendency of

^Ir. Morton, assisted by Messrs. Lyman Lee, S. W.
Grant, R. S. Wallace and Byron Smith, with Mr. T. D.
Malcolm as secretary. For fifteen years Mr. Morton
officiated as superintendent, resigning in 1895, Mr. Wal-
lace succeeding him. In 1899, owing to his removal from
the city, Mr. Wallace was compelled to resign, Mr. Byron
Smith being chosen to fill the ofifice, a position he still

retains.

Were Robert Raikes, the inaugurator of Sunday
Schools, in the flesh to-day, with what pleasure w^ould he
read the report of the department of work so dear to him,
not only in connection with St. Paul's, but the world over.

The highest praise is due the ladies and gentlemen who
devote time to this branch of church work. • The intense

heat of summer, severe cold of winter, are bravely en-

countered by these church members in order that children

may be trained in such a way as to become creditable citi-

zens. For nearly half a century this school has been
greatly blessed. As will have been noticed, in 1878 there
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were only 204 scholars 011 the roll; in 1903, 560. During
those two periods some twelve thousand scholars have
passed through St. Paul's Sabbath School. It is safe to

say that the lessons taught this army of children have been
productive of much permanent good in moulding their

lives, leading them to be Christian men and women. Not
all, 'tis true. There are many who have gone astray ; but

these, at times, have turned their thoughts to the past, to

the happy hours spent under the guidance of a kind

teacher.
" Reserve Teachers." This plain announcement, fol-

lowed by twelve names, is a statement pregnant with im-

portance. For a Sabbath School to be in a position to

have a staff of capable and willing teachers is remarkable—^one of, if not the leading feature of the Jubilee. Verily,

God has raised up men and women to perpetuate His will

on earth, and in this school blessings have been showered
in abundance.

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASSES.

Rev. Neil McPherson's Bible Class, held in the Church
at 3 p. m.

Mrs. Byron Smith's Young Ladies' Bible Class.

Miss M. A. Simpson's Young Ladies' Bible Class.

Mr. G. A. Young's Young Men's Bible Class.

Teachers—^Miss Peebles, Mrs. D. Fraser, Miss J.

Milne, Miss A. L. Simpson, Miss Schierstein, Mr. Leem-
ing, Miss M. Milne, Mr. Linton, Miss H. Hudson, ]\Iiss

M. Neilson, Miss Stock, Miss Elliott, Mr. Achenbach,

Miss C. Hudson, Miss Brass, INIrs. Gibson, Miss Wilson,

Miss G. Hudson, Miss Vallance, Aliss Garson, Miss Black,

Miss Irvin.

Mr. David Fraser, Primary Class.

Miss Crawford, Miss Jessie Traill and Miss ]\L Morri-

son, teachers in Infant Class.

Reserve Teachers—Misses Leggat, Ogilvic. Theo.

Watson and Robertson ; Mesdames Logan, Davidson,

Weir and Achenbach ; Messrs. Tyrrell, Way, Black, Coch-

rane and J. D. Turnbull.

The twenty ladies who teach the Chinamen in St. Paul's

must be endowed with patience and have special aptitude.

Each pupil has to have a teacher, so slow and laborious is

the task of imparting knowledge to the Chinese, while so

little acquainted' with our language. It is impossible to
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foretell the outcome of this novel innovation in the school

;

so far the efforts of the lady teachers have been appre-

ciated by their pupils and may result in more good than

indications at first promised. Those who scan these pages

fifty years hence may read the names of those attending in

1904, viz. : Lee Yong, Tom Pon, Lee Hing, Peng Meng,
Lee Foung, Lee You, Joe You, Hui Lung, Charlie Sung,

Lee Ling, Lee Ken, Lee Yem, Lee Goil and Lee Wong.
Were it possible to watch the career of these persons, evi-

dence would be noticed that the teaching received in this

citv was not in vain. Possibly in the misty future one of

these pupils may be an elder of this or some other Presby-

terian Church.

There is one branch of the church's work that must
not be overlooked. Some years ago members of St. Paul's

saw the necessity for a Sunday School in the vicinity of

Mary street. Shortly afterwards premises formerly oc-

cupied as a tavern were rented and a school opened there-

in. The work bore good fruit, so much so that in 1896

the trustees of St. Paul's had arranged for the purchase

of several dilapitated houses adjoining. These were re-

moved and now stands in their place a substantial build-

ing, known as the Laidlaw IMemorial Mission. A sav-

ings bank in connection, under the charge of Mr. (icorge

M. Black, has been largely used by scholars and parents.

Sewing classes, mother's meeting, Sunday school and other

branches are under the care of capable and earnest mem-
bers. Mr. George A. Young and his sister. Miss Young,
have been devoted w^orkers at the Mission since its in-

ception.

The lessons taught by the respective pastors have not

been in vain. " By their fruits ye shall know them."

There may be found those who aver that a large mem-
bership roll and the finances in a prosperous condition are

not a true index to spirituality. Let this be conceded.

On the other hand, however, must be set the fact that the

church is always attended by large congregations on Sun-

days; the weekly services average 300. The communi-
cants gather in large numbers for missionary, educational

and benevolent purposes. Last year the sum of $3,189

was contributed. These are signs of a desire to lead a

spiritual life, to follow in the footsteps of the Master.
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THE CHOIR.

Mr. George Urquhart was precentor from 1833 until

1837; Mr. William McMillan succeeded him.
The next precentor was Mr. David Black (the father

of Mrs. J. McArthur), who led the singing of the people
before they were formed into the congregation of St.

Andrew's. The meeting was held in the old Court House,
which occupied the same site as the present one. The
earliest mention of a precentor in the records of St.

Andrew's Church is contained in this receipt

:

Hamilton, April 25, 1842.

Received from the Secretary of St. Andrew's Church,
the sum of twelve pounds ten shillings, being in full for

6 months' salary due me as precentor 25th ult.

(Signed) James We:bste:r.

Mr. Webster's son is now the ticket agent at the G. T.
R. Stuart street station. It is evident that he was the

first to organize a choir for the church, as proved by an
account passed by the managers on October 7, 1842, for

the sum of eight pounds ten shillings for expenses in

altering seats (and covering the same with morine) to ac-

commodate the choir. From Mr. Webster's time to 1850
there is no record of a paid precentor, but it is fair to as-

sume that some one looked after the musical part of the

service. In 1850 Mr. Gay (who was an elder of

the church) was appointed choir leader, and it was
under his direction that the choir was re-organized.

A Mr. Jones took charge of the choir after Mr. Gav.

During his term of office he introduced a new pitch pipe

(up to this time the tuning fork was used to ascertain the

pitch "i of a rather novel appearance, which resembled in

shape a common svringe. It was made of wood, and the

pitch could be altered by pushing in or drawing out the

stopper. This syringe-shaped musical instrument was
blown in the end, and the sound producing end was built

along the lines' of an ordinary tin whistle. This pipe was
evidently part of the equipment of the church, as it was
always kept at the end of the choir seat under the cushion.

The next two leaders were both ladies. Miss Sanniel

and Miss Younsf. These two were followed bv a noted
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Scotch vocalist named Crawford, who came from Scot-
land to Hamilton. Mr. Crawford was choirmaster about
i860. During this gentleman's term of office he gave
many concerts, one of which was given by the choir of the
church (augmented) in the old Mechanics' Hall.

This concert was opened by a short lecture by
]\Ir. Crawford on Sacred Music. The leading
features of the lecture were illustrated by the

singing of selections from different works. A rather

odd feature of this concert was that no seats were
allowed in the hall, but the ladies of the church had
booths around the hall wherein they sold refreshments.
To the dismay of the ladies the audience gradually gath-
ered benches from other parts of the building and seated

themselves, which resulted in the serious neglect of the

booths. Mr. Crawford while in Hamilton was the music
master at the Central School.

Mr. James Vallance was the next choirmaster in 1865.
A rather exciting event happened during his term of office.

In June, 1866, the fenian raid was in operation, and nearly

all the male members of the choir were at the

front serving their country. During the Sunday
service a bulletin was read by the Rev. Mr. Bur-
nett concerning the state of a-ffairs at the frontier.

Among the items read was the announcement that one
of the members of the choir, Mr. James Greenhill, had
been taken prisoner by the Fenians. This announcement
so upset the choir (which on that memorable day con-
sisted only of ladies) that they were unable to lead the
singing, and the Rev. Mr. Burnett, by force of circum-
stances, had on that occasion to act in the dual capacity of

precentor and minister.

At this time there were in the choir five members of

the Vallance family and five of the Greenhill familv.

In those days the choir was more favorably situated

than it is at the present time, the choir being placed in

front of the congregation instead of behind them.

Mr. Muncey was the next holder of the choirmaster
position in 1869. He had the honor of holding the posi-

tion in St. Andrew's at the time when that church and St.

Paul's joined forces.. The two choirs were merged into

one under his leadership. It was during his term of ser-

vice that the choir was placed in the gallery where it now
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is. After Mr. Muncey came Dr. Barclay (a medical
practitioner) as choirmaster, he being followed bv Mr.
William Cootes. Mr. W. Addison was the successor of
Mr. William Cootes, and held the position until the pres-
ent organ was placed in the church by Steer & Turner,
Springfield, Mass., and the wood work by Addison Bros.
It might be mentioned here that the organ was entirely

paid for before it was allowed to take any part in the ser-

vice of the church, that taking place in the year 1879.
In that year Miss Russell was appointed organist and
choirmaster, which position she filled for five years.
It was in. Miss Russell's time that the first solo was
sung in the church at a service. It was a rather risky
undertaking, as trouble might arise from such an innova-
tion. Mrs. George Vallance was the soloist on this occa-
sion, and the solo the well known, " O, Rest in the Lord,"
by Mendelssohn, was in capable hands, and was accepted
with almost unanimous approval. One old member of
the congregation took exception to the novelty, but when
learning who the soloist was she was considerably ap-
peased.

The organ was opened by a sacred concert. Another
sacred concert was given shortly afterwards under the

management of Mrs. Matthew Leggat and Mrs. George
Vallance, which eclipsed all sacred concerts ever given in

this city. The church was so crowded at this concert

that many could not gain admittance, and to satisfv those

who were on the outside the concert had to be repeated.

In December, 1885, Mr. C. L. M. Harris was appornlod

to the dual position of organist and choirmaster, which
position he still holds. In 1891 Mr. Harris obtained the

degree of Bachelor in Music, and in 1898 the degiee of

Doctor in Music. In addition to founding and managing
a large conservatory of music he organized and conducted

a very successful orchestra and choral society for many
years, in all of wdiich St. Paul's people have taken great

interest and pride.

The first paid soloist was Miss Kemp, daughter of the

late Rev. Dr. Kemp. The next, Mrs. J. McArthur, who
held the position nearly eleven years, when she resigned.

The choir gallery, when Mr. Harris was appointed, had a

seating capacity for about twenty members, which the

managers have enlarged to fifty.
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Mrs. McArthur was followed by ]\liss Ella J. Holman
and Miss Lillian B. Stickle. The solo work of the choir

is now done by several, namely Mrs. J. Faskin ^lacdonald

and Miss Mabel Lee, sopranos: Miss Laura Bartmann,
Miss Annie Rodgers and Mrs. R. J. Husband, contraltos;

Messrs. Lewis, Bristow and 1 irown, tenors ; Messrs.

Penny, Maver and Macdonald, bassos. The choir at pres-

ent consists of 41 members, and is said to have no superior

in the Presbyterian. Church in Canada.

The musical service has undergone many changes
since the present organist arrived in 1885. Then the

musical service consisted of only hymns, psalms and para-

phrases (except on special occasions), while in addition

to these to-day we have two numbers by the choir at each

service, excepting at the service when the sacrament is

administered, when the anthems, solos and closing volun-

tary are omitted. The omission of the closing voluntary

makes the service seem more impressive.

This sketch of the choir cannot close without calling

attention to the length of service of some of the present

members of the choir. Mr. James Vallance has sung
almost continuously 53 years in the choir; Mrs. George
Vallance 42 years, and Mr. George Matheson 30
years. The organist has played 19 years. Mr.
Matheson 's introduction to the choir was rather

interesting. When life arrived in Hamilton from Scot-

land he naturally on the first Sabbath asked for the Scotch

church and was directed to the brick church. When
Thanksgiving day arrived Mr. Matheson went to the ser-

vice, and when the psalm, " Lord Bless and Pity Us." was
given put there was a. long painful wait, withoiit any effort

being made by any one to Vaise the tune, when the

stranger (Mr. Matheson) in the back seat cleared his

throat and began. When the other psalms were given

out the Rev. Mr. Burnett looked in the same direction for

aid. On the next sabbath a small deputation was waitnig

to waylay the young man who had so ably come to their

rescue on Thanksgiving day. Mr. Matheson was in-

duced by the leader, Mr. Munccy, to join the choir, and
he is still helping to raise the tunes.

The only ones that are now members of the church
who were connected with the choir in the days long gone
by are : ^Tr. Alatthcw Leggat, Mr. James \^allancc, Mrs.
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George Vallance, Mrs. Fraser, Lady Taylor, Miss Young,
Miss Scherstein, Mrs. Trail, Mr. George Vallance

and Mr. William Vallance. It would be interest-

ing if Lady Taylor and Mrs. George Vallance had
sung during the jubilee ceremonies the duet they sang
many years ago in the basement of the church. It is to

be hoped that the old choristers may long be spared to

join in the service of praise and at some not distant date

the young and the old choristers may have an opportunity

of leading the congregation in the service of praise, as be-

fore, from the west end of the church.





REV. ROBERT J. LAIDLAW, LL.D.



SKETCH OF THE REV. DR. LAIDLAW

BY JOHX iMcCOLL.

The Rev. Robert J. Laidlaw, LL. D., was taken sick

with a severe cold on the lungs in June, 1894, soon

after returning from the meeting of the General Assembly
at St. John, New Brunswick, and preached his last ser-

mon on July 8th following. He was in the prime of man-
hood and at his greatest usefulness when he became ill

;

and it was the general hope that he would soon recover,

and that many years of labor would still be his. But his

sun has gone down at noon, and his*death has left a great

gap in the circle of his home .and friends, in the church,

and community at large.

He was of Scotch parentage, his father being James
Laidlaw and his mother Annie Henderson. He was the

youngest of five children, only one of whom. Miss Mar-
garet Laidlaw, now survives, and was born at Esquesing,

Ont., on December 3, 1839. His mother died January 5,

just about one month after his birth. He was fortunate

in the early formative influences of his home and sur-

roundings. His father was a man of unusual intelligence

and noble Christian character, and by precept and example
a true guide to his children. Robert began to attend

Lingy school when six years old, and continued till he was
seventeen. He had excellent teachers, the most widely

"known for scholarship and success being Robert Little,

who afterwards became superintendent of schools for the

county of Halton, and prominent in educational matters

in Ontario. Mr. Little, who was educated in Scotland,

taught in his school nearly all the subjects in the curri-

culum of the present Collegiate Institute, and many of his

boys came in time to occupy high positions in the profes-

sional and business walks of life. Robert Laidlaw was
quick at learning, and early gave promise of a distin-

guished career. He began, teaching at Quatre Bras
school in January, 1858, and taught one year. In the be-

ginning of 1859 he entered Knox College and attended

lectures for three months. In the fall of the same year
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he matriculated in the University of Toronto, purposing

to take a full arts course ; but alter a few months nad to

return home on account of the death of a brother. Soon
afterwards he resumed teaching at Quatre Bras, and con-

tinued there till the end of 1863. Then he took charge of

the Waterloo school, and, with the exception of a summer
spent in Scotland, remained there until the fall of 1867.

During these years, while faithful to his professional

duties, he was diligent in study and read widely. He re-

ceived valuable instruction in th,e classics from his pastor,

the Rev. James Mitchell, who had charge of the churches

of Boston and Milton.

After giving up teaching Mr. Laidlaw engaged in busi-

ness for about a year, when the way opened for him to

carry out the wishes of earlier years and study for the

ministry. He entered-the 1 heological Seminary at Prince-

ton, N. J., in September, 1868, and took the regular course

of three years. Dr. Charles Hodge was then senior pro-

fessor of this famous school of the prophets, and probably
exercised upon Mr. Laidlaw a greater influence than any
other man. The Seminary vacation of 1869 was spent

preaching in the churches of Brainard and East Nassau,
Rensselaer county, N. Y., and the vacation of 1870 at

Brockville, Ont. During his first year in Princeton he
was very ill with typhoid fever, and in the next year he
suffered from pleurisy, some eft'ects of it remaining with
him for life. He was licensed by the Presbytery of New
Brunswick at Princeton in the spring of 1871, and gradu-
ated from the Seminary on April 2nd of that year, one of
the leading students and most promising men of a class

that had in, it a number who have made their mark as

preachers and professors. Dr. J. F. McCurdy, of the

University of Toronto, who was with hhu at Princeton,

says :
" He impressed hunself upon all the members f

our class from the first, as in some sense our leader. His
maturity of judgment, and general strength and solidity

of character, together with tlioroughness and accuracy in

his studies and class work, made us feel that w-e had in

him something more than an agreeable class-mate, that

we had also a stimulating example of devotion to duty.

He was in very special sense a leader and helper in all

class meetings, and we, as well as the students of our time

in the seminary, found him a wise and prudent counsellor
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in all matters of special interest to us as a body. We
came to be particularly impressed by the thorough good-

ness and self-discipline which characterized him during

the long and trying illness of his middle year, and we pro-

bably learned to appreciate his abilities most fully in his

senior year, when he made his mark as the class preacher

par excellence.''

Before graduating he was called by the Presbyterian

church at Pittsgrove, Pa., but did not accept as it was his

intention at that time to return to Canada. In May, 1871,

he accepted an urgent call to the First Presbyterian church

at Columbus, O. ; began work there in August, and was
ordained and installed by the Presbytery of Columbus on

September 22. He was then a man of mature and well-

stored mind, ready in the use of his knowledge, an inde-

pendent thinker, an impressive speaker, and of preposses-

sing manner. The First church was at that time the lead-

ing Presbyterian church of Columbus, and one of the most
important in the state. Mr. Laidlaw threw all his energy

into the work and made for himself a good record as a

preacher, pastor, and man of executive ability. A new
Sunday school was erected and many new workers were
enlisted in the service of the church. Columbus always
retained a strong hold upon Mr. Laidlaw's heart, for there

he began his ministerial labors ; to it he brought his bride

Margaret, daughter of Hugh AIcColI, whom he married
on January 18, 1872—and there his daughter, Anna C,
was born.

Being called to the Jefferson Avenue church, Detroit,

he accepted, and began his work in the spring of 1875,
succeeding in the pastorate the brilliant and elcKjuent Dr.
Hogarth. While in Detroit he delivered a course of ser-

mons, which were afterwards given in Hamilton, and, be-

ing re-written, were published in hook form with the title

:

*' Our Rc^ligion as it was and as it is." This work, the

outcome of* wide reading and profound thought, is of per-

manent value for " its large and practical suggestiveness

on questions of religious and personal life of the very
highest moment." It brought to the author a letter from
Max Muller, which gratified him. The book came under
the notice of Dr. \N . D. Thomas, of La Crosse, a fellow of

Princeton College and a graduate of the University of
Berlin, and thereby secured him the degree of LL. D.,

from Galesville University, Wis., in 1887.
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He was twice sent as commissioner to the General As-
sembly of the Presbyterian church in the United States,

and was appointed by one assembly to carry the greetings

of that body to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church in Canada. He accepted a call to St. Paul's

church, Hamilton, and was installed March 12, 1878. He
had always a warm attachment for the church in the

United States, where he had many friends ; but he was a

Canadian, and in Hamilton he was at home. Here, in his

pastorate of seventeen years, he did his best work, for

which his experience in two large churches in American
cities helped to.prepare him. St. Paul's church began at

once to grow under his wise and able leadership, and has
co-day a large, intelligent and united membership, charac-
terized by their benevolent spirit and many good works.
A minister sometimes falls so deeply in love with his

own church that he thinks there is no other church that is

quite its equal. Dr. Laidlaw fell in love with St. Paul's,

and its people fell in love with him. He was their pastor

and very dear friend, and they gave him many proofs of

their appreciation and Christian affection. Their kind-
ness was a great comfort to him during the last year of
his life.

Not long after coming to Hamilton Mrs. Laidlaw's
health began to fail. Notwithstanding this affliction,

theirs was a most happy family. She was the gentle,

cheerful and hopeful inspirer and helpmeet of her hus-
band, the teacher of her children, and the light of the

home. When she died, March 29, 1893, it s'eemed for a

time as if the life almost went out of Dr. Laidlaw.

He had been ill for some weeks previous with la grippe,

and as soon as practicable, by the advice of his physician

and most devoted friend. Dr. Malloch, and, through the

kindness of his congregation, he went south in search of

health and change of scene. In this wav he cqme to be in

Washington, D. C, during the trial of Dr. C. A. Briggs
before the General Assembly and became greatly inter-

ested. On his return home he wrote a review of the trial,

which was published by A. D. F. Randolph & Co., of New
York, with the title,

'' The Trial of Dr. Briggs before the

General Assembly—A Calm Review of the Case." " It

is remarkable," writes an eminent scholar, " for its keen
and critical character, and for its tolerant judgments and
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conclusioiis upon a burning question, for whose consider-

ation impartiality and charity, with adequate knowledge,
are the most indispensable qualifications. This work
especially shows how much our friend might have done
as a mediating and arbitrating factor in the dissensions uf

our time, had his life and strength been longer spared to

the world."

He was an able preacher. He was often most masterly

and eloquent in his treatment of a subject, and always
scriptural, spiritual, and helpful. He was faithful, yet

tender. It was his custom to turn the key in the door of

his study, and, kneeling down, to ask God' to direct him in

the choice of two texts from which to preach on the Sab-
bath, and to help him in his work of preparation. His
speech was from the well of good English, pure and unde-
filed. The writer has never known a man, who, year in

and year out. did better pulpit work. Henry Ward
Beecher once said he had as much right to preach a poor
sermon as any man. Dr. Laidlaw, like every other min-
ister, burdened during the week by many demands upon
his time and thought, may sometimes have failed to reach

his ordinary level, but that ordinary level was high in all

that constitutes a true sermon. He was helpful to other

ministers as well as to his own people. An old class-

mate, a notably strong preacher, and for the last few years

professor of systematic theology, with whom Dr. Laidlaw
kept up correspondence, recently wrote him :

" I have
often said to individuals, and more than once to my
classes, that, if I have been able to do any measure of good
in the pulpit, your thinkingk and influence entered very

closely into not a little of it."

Dr. Laidlaw was wise in counsel. A co-presbyter,

Rev. W. L. Mclntyre, has said :

'' As a member of th'e

Presbytery of Hamilton he was faithful and punctual m
attending its sessions, taking the deepest and most active

interest in all the questions that were brought before it.

Having a judicial mind, he always spoke upon hotly-

disputed matters in a calm and conciliatory way, and, tak-

ing a clear and broad view of the whole complex subject,

was ready with a motion that was like the light of the sun
to clear away darkness. He was often chosen because

of his wisdom and tact to settle difficult and disagreeable

problems. He was a most invaluable member of the
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Presbytery, and his genial spirit and wise counsel are sadly

missed."

For a number of years he was convener of the General
Assembly's committee on the distribution of probationers,

and gave much time and thought to its work.

He was a trustee of Queen's University. Principal

Grant has said :
" As a trustee of Queen's he was held in

the highest esteem for his interest in the University, his

unselfish devotion and the active part he took in its guid-
ance. No more sagacious adviser sat at the board, and
his counsels always favored peace, accompanied with
honor and progress."

His was the pen of a ready writer. He wrote ser-

mons, verses, addresses, contributed articles for the news-
papers and reviews, and was the author of books that

made him widely known and brought him letters of con-
gratulation from men high in the scholarly and theological

world. He aimed to be right, and it w^as his wish to prove
all things and hold fast that which was true. x\s a con-
sequence, he was conservative and yet liberal, positive in

his views and yet charitable towards those who differed

honestly from himself.

He was a man of many gifts and graces. He felt an
interest in many subjects, and could do many things well.

He was the preacher and the public-spirited citizen. He
had the temperament of the orator and the equipoise of

the judge. He was the student and the man of executive

ability. He was a man of resource ; if one plan failed, he
had always something else. .He had an inventive talent

and mechanical skill. He was possessed of a poetic vein

and was a lover of nature and of things beautiful in archi-

tecture, painting and music. He had a fine sense of the

fitness of things. He liked a good story and a hearty

laugh. He had great faith, and was humble and reverent.

He w^as dignified, courteous, just and kind. The young
and the aged, the rich and the poor, found in him a sympa-
thizing counsellor and friend, and the beatitude of the

peacemaker was his. As was said of Clerk Maxwell,
" he made faith in goodness easy to other men." " He
was a man, take him for all in all, we shall not look upon
his like again."

He left Hamilton for the residence of his brother-in-

law, Mr. Angus McColl. near Georgetown, towards the
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end of April, and there, in the beautiful country place,

where he was accustomed to spend the greater part of his

summer vacation, and ministered to by those whom he
loved, the last days came and went. Although he expressed
himself at times as desirous of working a little longer in

the ]^.Iaster's service, and of remaining to enjoy life with
his children (Anna C, Hugh, Campbell and Robertson),
he was not only cheerfully submissive to have things as

they were, but he " rejoiced in hope of the glory of God,"
and of reunion with those who had passed on before. He
" fell on sleep " Thursday, October 24, 1895 ; the funeral

services took place in St, Paul's church, Hamilton ; and
the mortal remains, accompanied by many of his congre-
gation and friends, were taken to Georgetown cemetery
and in that quiet spot laid away to rest. He died in the

prime of manhood, but looking back over his life it seems
wonderfully well rounded and complete. Some of us
feel very lonely without him, but we look forward to greet-

ing him again when the day dawns and the shadows flee

awav.

REMINISCENCES OF HIS PASTORATE.

How he infused New Life, and Hope, and Joy, among the Members of Old St. Paul's.

P,Y RIDWELL WAY.

Rich as old St. Andrew's was in associations, the con-

gregation had become too poor and spiritless to prevent

its sale to the Baptists until revived by Dr. Laidlaw's ac-

ceptance of their call, and then the people raised and paid

the $2,500 demanded of them for the privilege of retain-

ing the property.

In reply to the writer's question some years later, he

declared it was the extremely low condition of the congre-

gation, numerically and financially, after strife and long

vacancies, that turned the scale of his decision to accept

the call to St. Paul's.

While attending the famous Princeton Theological

School he was taken ill with fever. He used to recall

with gratitude the brotherly attentions of students and
teachers, which saved his life, and the kindness that

blessed his soul. Yet more profound impressions than

these were made by the Principal and Professors in open-
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ing up the Scriptures. How often and how lovingly in

prayer meetings he dwelt upon those lessons that had so

enlarged his own spiritual conceptions ! How truly the

colleges may multiply their influence through their stu-

dents, and the Sabbath school through its scholars

!

He never hesitated to speak well of the States, and
occasionally prayed for the President and representatives,

as he often did for the Queen, her counsellors, and all in

authority, that good government might, prevail, under
God, for the good of all the people. He never flattered

the best Americans, for whom he had unbounded admira-
tion, nor boasted of the noblest British, whom he loved

the more. He wanted both peoples to dwell beside each
other in harmony and happiness, stirring up each other to

good works. Dr. McKay, of Formosa, and Dr. Laidlaw
were companions in their youth, and class-mates at Prince-

ton, where they dreamed together of great missionary

journeys, which only the former realized, as the latter was
called, while yet a student, because he stood so high in his

course, to a prominent church in the capital of Ohio.

How well we remember the reception given to the new
minister and his dear companion in the old damp base-

ment, with its dark steps and low ceiling ! Even yet some-
one occasionally recalls it, though seventeen years ago.

Ine refreshments made everyone sociable, the best pro-

grajm was gotten up by those who had stood shoulder to

shoulder through the stormiest and most despairing years

of the church's history, and the minister and wife inter-

mingled happily with all, inspiring universal joy and
gratitude.

But the edifice, though graceful in architecture, was
too gloomy for the light-hearted, happy minister, who had
great faith in the gospel of good cheer. The managers
therefore kindly reduced the pulpit to within speaking dis-

tance O'f the people, brightened the walls, cut winxlows in

the roof, lowered the backs of pews, and actually bought
an organ. These innovations were accomplished through

gentle, winning tact, without opposition or friction, to the

delight of all concerned.

Yet there was more to be don,e. As the attendance

rapidly increased, the Sabbath school grew in numbers,

until David Morton, its faithful superintendent, and the

minister, became surcharged with the necessity of a Sab-
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bath school building and vestry above ground. To this

again there was no opposition after the church debt had

been so nobly reduced. All lent willing hearts and hands,

but upon the minister lay the anxiety of devising and plan-

ning, and upon the superintendent the responsibility of the
'' wherewithal." To these two noble men are the parents

mainly indebted for Sabbath benefits to their children, not

only as to the healthy, convenient and attractive building,

but as to the attendance, management and instruction of

our happy and flourishing school. Dr. Laidlaw hoped
for one further improvement, which was to move th?*

organ to the rear of the pulpit or platform, making room
for it by an extension from the church to the schoolrooni.

as contemplated when the latter was located would some-
time be needed, in order to restore the seating capacity

now occupied by the organ and choir. In this, also, he

would have succeeded had he lived to see commercial pros-

perity restored to the country, and our church's debt en-

tirely removed.

But Dr. Laidlaw was far more concerned about the

church's spiritual than its material progress. The latter

was always secondary and valued only with a view to the

former. His attachment to the sacred precincts was not

born, of pride for competition or appearance sake, but be-

cause he felt that nothing was too good for God's dwell-

ing place, and should not be withlield to be spent less

worthily upon our homes.

God's manna was always sweet to Robert Laidlaw's
own taste and never did man seem to appropriate it more
to his own use ; hence his undoubting and unlimited faith

in recommending it to others. He cared not so much to

burden the people with doctrines founded on the dogmas
of men, but was true as steel to the essentials of religion.

Even the precepts of Christ were dearer to him as he lost

their shadow and grasped their substance. He never
saw a flaw in Christ's teaching, as doubters do, and loved
Him in gratitude for the Lord's own love of him, when
he needed it most and deserved it least ; and that love, act-

ing and re-acting, gave him, as it always will, spiritual

insight to hidden meanings denied to the untrustful. He
had experienced the severest doubts when young, and
studied all the objections to theologv in his professional
course, but considered it more beneficial to exercise and
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inculcate living faith than to pamper comfortless doubt.

Like Aloody, he knew the Bible was inspired because :t

inspired him. He knew the terror of the law, but could
not bear to preach it often in the face of his Saviour's
overwhelming love for the sinner. On his sick bed he
longed to preach just once more to his people, to warn
them faithfully and to constrain them affectionately with
" the love wherewith He hath loved us." He had a quick
sense of humor and the ridiculous, but never indulged it

in the pulpit, where his whole manner was that of affec-

tionate, trustful reverence and submission for guidance.

He loved the Saviour more than he did anyone else, and
his great strength lay in so living and teaching Him that

others would love Him too. He never brought religion

into disrepute,, and never said anything, either publicly or
privately, that should wound the weakest or most sensi-

tive. He had his discouragement from less attendance
in summer seasons, as every minister has. Once in his

large Bible class he declared that he could never stay with
a congregation if he thought his usefulness was gone. At
another time he confessed to having had sweet longings

for the missionary field, and felt willing to go if he could
be of more service there. But, upon looking around, and
inquiring of brother ministers, he concluded that non-at-

tendance was not so much the minister's fault as the peo-
ple's, who had no complaint to make but yielded to in-

creasing worldly influence and engagements which pre-

cluded worship. To counteract this he thought minis-

ters and elders should seize every legitimate advantage
that is novel and expedient, consistent with principle, to

engage and interest, particularly the young, before they

become pre-occupied with pleasures and temptations, lest,

when thev age, they become ensnared with money-getting,
or too fond of their ease to labor for the salvation of

others, and so lose the watei^ing of their own souls.

Although he did not think it wise to multiply meetings
unnecessarily, and never liked to see children out late, he
set great value upon the ordinary means of grace recom-
mended by the church fathers, and besought his n-iembers

and adherents to reserve the sweet hour of prayer on
Wednesday evenings free from all social, and, as far as

practicable, even public engagements.
He did not think he would succeed as a revivalist,

though he prayed fervently for years, in public and pri-
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vate, for a revival of true religion in his own and all the

city churches. He was pained that it did not come, and

even wished to that end that our w^orkers might be sifted,

as was Gideon's band. Perhaps refreshing spiritual show-

ers will revive the seed after the sower is gone, as they

have in other soil.

I often thought that he would have made a good theo-

logical professor, yet he counseled his brother-in-law to

avoid speculative theology and devote all his time and
energy in bringing people to Christ and keeping them
there. He learned to value higher and higher right liv-

ing as an evidence of true conversion. It is well known
what pain, he suffered when a member would not submit

to his tender, loving reproof, but such must be the lot of

every faithful pastor; although, to their credit be it said,

n:ost members, and indeed all who knew the right use to

make of the shepherd of their souls, welcomed the inter-

est taken in them, when shown so kindly and affection-

ately, where they were wrong.

In the Session he was most beloved of all, for there his

co-laborers knew him best. He was always punctual and
friendly, ready with plenty of work, which he fully ex-

plained first and then sought counsel. To everyone he

gave a chance, but to new or diffident members he was
most considerate. He moderated so well that no dispute

or unkind word ever passed from one member to another.

They stopped not to think of themselves. All had one
desire, and that was to best serve the Master's cause

among the brethren, some of whom were thoughtless,

others anxious, some had fallen or died, and many were
sick. Oh, the care of all the churches, as Paul felt it!

That was the way our Moderator felt it and taught us to

feel it. He was singularly free during his seventeen

years' pastorate from personal antagonisn";S. He created

a Scotch affinity. I will say souTething better—a Chris-

tian affinity. He showed us how we were ** bound in the

bundle of life with the Lord our God." That whatever
was said thoughtlessly against the minister would hurt

the elders ; whatever was said unnecessarily against the

elders or the managers would wound the minister : and
" if one should put a stumbling-block or occasion to fall

in the wav of one of our members, one of these ' littl'e

ones,' as Christ called them, better were it for him that he
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should be drowned in the depth of the sea." The bond of

unity is the bond of peace. '* United we stand, divided

we fall." Shall the sheep be scattered now that the shep-

herd is taken? No! Our lamented pastor would not

have it so. His heart was in beloved St. Paul's. He
loved its very stones because God comes there to meet as.

He would not have one sweet communion season lost. He
would never have its doors closed ; nor a sermon omitted

;

nor a prayer meeting fail. " Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends."

He has laid down his life for this church, and his family

have lost their guide and protector by it, because he
spared not himself. He persisted in preaching while he
had that dreadful cold, and he would go to the Assembly
against earnest persuasion because he had charge of sev-

eral matters with which only he had a chance to be fully

acquainted.

How often we thought in the prayer meeting, while

he talked as freely as in a home of the goodness of God,
the attractiveness of Jesus, and the sweet rest in Heaven
from sin, what it must be to be there ! And now he is

there, our friend, brother, pastor.

" Safe in the arms of Jesus,
Safe on His gentle breast,

There by His love o'ershaded,
Sweetly his soul shall rest."

" I will endeavor," said Peter, " that ye shall be able,

after my decease, to have these things alwavs in remem-
brance. For we have not followed cunningly devised

fables, when we made known unto you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." It must be true. Our
hearts long for a home over there.

I have the impression that, in politics, he was a Con-
servative, though how I got it I scarcely know, so free

was he from partyism. He avoided attaching himself to

even the Temperance party, that he might not become a

partizan, preferring to proclaim from the pulpit only right

principles, and admonishing the people to live up to these,

wnichever party they found themselves in. This he felt

was a^ far as Christ Himself went. He did not dodge

the question, nor trim his sails to the popular wind, but

gave leading, sure tests by which his hearers could decide

for themselves, without his assumins^ to be master of their
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consciences. '' For who art thou that judgest another

man's servant ? To his own master he must stand or fall."

Such a course could not be mistaken for license to do as

he pleased, but made each one thoughtful as to how far

he was his brother's keeper, and doubtless had more effect

at the polls than a heated, high-tempered harangue.

He loved his people, not for his salary's sake, but be-

cause Christ loved- him, and was constantly showing him
how to love them. What was the secret of our minister's

strength over us ? I believe it was prayer. He prayed

for everything he needed, not flippantly, but reverently

and lovingly, and did not dispute with Providence about

the answer. Indeed, he was often surprised that so many
things were done for him just as he would have wished it,

as witness the coming of Mr. Beavis, who has been to him
as a brother beloved indeed, and a kindred spirit in the

gospel. Nor were his apparent misfortunes questioned,

not even his wife's nor his own illness or death, nor sepa-

ration from his dear children. All alike was to him his

Father's doing. He could no more curse God than Job
could. What trust, what faith ! When members thought
he had not visited them within the year he could from
memory and his memorandum book correct them. He
never took his holidays till all his calls had been overtaken,

while the sick or troubled he was most conscientious in

visiting as soon as he heard of their need. In every house
there were always most kind inquiries of the elders con-

cerning the pastor's health. His calls were not long, but

sociable. He showed a real, not professional, interest

in their material prosperity. He knew all the children

by name and inquired for them, and, though he was diffi-

dent in speaking of their souls' welfare, if the slightest

way opened he always gently but faithfully seized the

opportunity to make them better acquainted with his Mas-
ter as their Friend, which never shamed them, but made
them feel less afraid of the King and more drawn to Jesus
as their Saviour. Feeling this, many of his flock resorted

to him for advice and deliverance from financial and
family disputes, which took, not only much of his time
from his family and study, but weighed heavily on his

mind and heart. No doubt a minister has many calls on
his time and patience that are not recognized by the gen-
eral public and that are not always appreciated by the

beneficiaries.
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Soon after he was called to Columbus, Ohio, he was
married to Miss Margaret McColl. Sonie years there-

after heart disease developed, which in time, and for

twelve years, prevented his wife from participating in her

husband's ministry as she longed to do. But notwith-

standing this great apparent misfortune, his selection of

companion for life and of his life work was most happy
and fortunate. Although her long, and at times, most
anxious illness was the more apparent cause of her hus-

band's physical breakdown, still she was through it all.

next to the Holy Spirit, his greatest inspiration. Her
constant prayers for his success were to him most desired

of all earthly things and the most sacred. She was also

the inspiration of her noble sister, who so faithfully took

her place in the house and in the church, as indeed she

was to each of the children, who always came to her bed-

side for a silent blessing before they went and when
they came in. She was buried in the Georgetown ceme-
tery April 1st, 1893, and now the handsome monument
will suffice, earlier than was ever thought, for the two
lovers and two parents, the memory of whose lives will be

precious to their four noble children, who cannot do better

than follow their example in all things, because it was
modelled after their dear Redeemer's life on earth. No
man ever loved his children more or showed it better than

our minister, who gave to his wife and to them every

hour that was not devoted to study or church work. He
lived with them—which some fathers do not—and en-

tered as one of them into every pain and pleasure, until

they could not be happy without him, begrudging every

evening he could not spend at home to play with or read

to them. Oh, how they loved him ! He never lost his

influence over them, seldom had to correct them, as they

knew his principles were founded on the Word of God
(which they first learned to love because he loved it), as

the testimony of one Jesus, wdio loved them all and all the

world, though it loved not Him. Will children thus

started turn out bad, as ministers' children are proverbially

said to do? God forbid! Let the church, whose chil-

dren they are by adoption, continue the watchfulness and
helpfulness and prayers he has begun for them. In the

world they will have tribulation, but. Christ said to His be-

lievers :
" Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world."
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Never was man more grateful than he for medical at-

tendance to himself and wife. To his beloved physician

he was more indebted than to any other, save their most
faithful of all nurses. These he could but bless and leave

to be rewarded of his Father. ^ The last night he told me
that he had longed to write to the elders, the managers,
and the congregation, to express his deep gratitude for

their innumerable acts of personal kindness to himself and
family, and especially for their appreciation of his humble
services under Christ. He whispered :

" How glad I am
to ^ hear it!" when I said *' all the people have loved you
and prayed for you, the more tenderly during your suffer-

ing and since your work on earth is done, nothing having
been left unfinished."



REV. NEIL Mcpherson, m.a., b.d.

AN APPRECIATION.

BY A MEMBER.

It is natural to want to read some record of our early

ministers. It is unfortunate that none has been pre-

served. In recognition of this desire we insert some ac-:

count of the present incumbent. St. Paul's sufifered the
interregnum that so nearly ruins congregations, but it

came through with the loyalty that distinguishes Presby-
terian congregations who are more often exercised thereby
than others. Mr. McPherson's acceptance of the call,

after two years' vacancy, was very gratifying. Plis young,
athletic appearance suggested health and energy. His
quiet, self-contained, independent manner implied reliance

upon the Saviour as his authority for what he should
preach. His studious habits indicated wide reading; the

lessons he drew from life, close observation of men and
afifairs. We marveled that one so young, who was ex-

perienced in only school teaching and preaching for a few
years, should know so much of other people's faults, fail-

ings, sins and needs. His elocution suits the action to the

word. He is naturally dramatic, on occasion intensely

so, and he is not ashamed to cultivate it. He evidently

believes the drama, and all other schools that are moral
and legitimately used, to be his, as much as the works of
" certain of your own poets " were Paul's. When we saw
that his whole heart was set on preaching Christ we passed
from admiration to acceptance ; when we felt his sympa-
thy and helpfulness, from affection to gratitude. He
has been an example to the flock in rectitude of conduct
and forbearance with others. He is a fair and cautious

counselor on public questions and most considerate of

other people's feelings, even their prejudices. He ad-

monishes severely in the pulpit when his righteous soul is

vexed with scandalous indifference to the Lord's' rightful

claims, but pleads with the consciously erring. Putting
himself in our place he takes our burdens on his own soul

and presents them imploringly to the Saviour who recog-
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nizes them all and ministers to us through him. Solemn
indeed is his presentation of the Lord's Supper. Then
everyone is pressed to " do this in remembrance of Christ,

'

but to make self-examination lest he condemn himself by
partaking unworthily. The simple elements signify what
the Saviour endured that we might lifctter understand the

Father's love. While we are yet sinners the same love

waits on our repentance. How sacred the minister's duty

to. call to that repentance ! How gracious the office of

ministering to the convicted soul ! When we turn that

endearing love anticipates us with blessings and sustain-

ing grace. How grateful we should be

!

It might be interesting to give a few thoughts from his

sermons to show his style of preaching. He describes

our Lord's second coming not only as a process but also

an event. The Lord comes gradually to men and to

nations. All moral and spiritual enlightenment is a com-
ing of the Lord. Every great reform urged and every

noble truth revealed is a coming of the Lord. He comes
in the great events of a nation. When Egypt was over-

thrown in the Red Sea it was a day (a coming) of the

Lord. God seems to hide himself in humanity and guide

the unfoldings of the race, therefore is constantly coming
to the race. But these historical events lack the personal

element. *' This same Jesus shall come again as ye have
seen him go into heaven," This cannot refer to His
coming at death or in historical events, but to a special

return of Christ to earth. If words mean anything then

Jesus is to come again as he ascended into heaven. " I

want/' says our minister, " to see Him of Bethlehem, of

Galilee, and of Olivet." May we be prepared to meet
Him ! That is the most important matter. To prepare

ourselves and others for that meeting is the chief business

of this dispensation. The wise virgins went in because
they were prepared, but the foolish were shut out because

they were unprepared. The work of the church to-day

is that of preparation for His coming. The kevnote of

our teaching and preaching ought to be Missionary. The
gospel must be preached to all the world before Christ will

come. To-day is a day for discipling men and nations,

not for gazing into the heavens watching for His appear-

ing. Too many look for His appearing rather than for

Him. They are more concerned about the '' when " than

about '' Him." Thev trouble themselves far more about
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the speculative thousand years than about Christ and His
missionary work. Still the spirit of expectancy is a right
spirit and ought to be encouraged. His coming was ex-
pected by the disciples. " Marantha/' the L^rd is at

hand, was how they saluted one another in those early

days. This expectancy gave them power. Many talked
of His coming at their work. They marvelled about it

and rejoiced in it when two or three disciples were jour-
neying from town to town. It was their sovereign
thought. This spirit of expectancy gave the early disci-

ples power. Paul labored with a giant's strength because
he hoped for the return of his blessed Lord in his own day.

The same hope filled the soul of Wesley in his evangelical

work, and Duff in his missionary labors. The more we
put ourselves into swing with this spirit of expectancy

the more zealous and the more powerful we shall be. He
who puts himself under right conditions will always ob-

tain best results. The grape vine cannot manifest its

worth in Labrador. Plant it in our vineyard district and
its branches will bend with luscious fruit. When the

heart is sovereignized by a right longing for the coming
of the Lord he will bring out of that heart power and
loveliness. Many lives issue in disappointment because

they have been inspired by no great expectation. The
sun brings little variety or beauty out of the grass, but see

the wealth of loveliness brought out of a pansy or a rose

bush by that same sun. Let the words and promises and
expectations of Scripture dwell in your hearts and you

shall have peace and joy. " These things have I spoken

unto you that my joy might remain in you and that your

joy might be full." " The words that I speak unto you

they are spirit and they are life," and they are power.

Mr. McPherson makes his applications so direct

(though not personally offensive) that the listener is prone

to say: "Lord, is it I?" Occasionally, to his surprise,

those whose case seems fitted ask him if he referred to

them when speaking of social customs that are of doubt-

ful advantage. Generalities that float over the heads of

an audience hit no one. He asks his people to name their

sins to God. As an antidote to sin, to keep close beside

Jesus and constantly defer to His guidance. He may not

shield them from the testing, but He will give them grace

to withstand.
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" The pure in heart," said our minister one day, '' shall

see God." They have the power of vision. They are

those choice souls who live upon the sunlit hills of God.
The impure are those who dwell in the purlieus of life,

whose hearts are full of earthliness and sordidness. Im-
purity robs life of its freshness and of its worth. The
tiaw spoils the gem. Sin always causes men to lose their

value. Your friend never quite seemed the same after

you detected him in a bold lie. Falseness tones down the

life and coarsens it. Impure thoughts and witticisms

incur a loss that is irreparable. If you allow vulgarity

to make a billboard of your heart it will rapidly rob your
soul of its delicacy and will deprive you of spiritual power.
An indecent picture gazed upon is sufficient to create an
inferno in your mind. A secret sin will turn the loveliest

soul into a moral lazaretto. Sin ultimately devitalizes

and sickens the heart. Its sworn purpose is to eat into

the moral tissues of life and deaden them. So it comes
about that as diseased persons are separated from the race

so sin separates the sinner from the spiritually healthful

and from God. When Adam felt the approach of God
he hid himself. The sinful heart can no more rejoice in

God's presence than a man with a cancerous face can enjoy

the happy throng. Sin both deadens the heart and sepa-

rates and banishes it from God. And more—when Adam
sinned he was not only driven out of Eden, but two angels

with flaming swords that turned every way prevented him
from returning to that garden. This means that the nian

who sins can never return to a state of innocency. Ihe
way of return is guarded by angels with flaming swords
that turn every way. In one sense there is no escape from
the consequences of sin, moral death, banishment
from God, and remorse. .

" Whatsoever a man sows that

shall he also reap ; he that sows to the flesh shall of the

flesh reap corruption."

He was very apt at times, in illustrating a truth, wHen
he desired to make it clear to his congregation, that it is

possible for the finite spirit to take on the power of the

infinite. He said that it was possible to dredge the shal-

low harbor and deepen its waters so as to let in the sea.

The narrow harbor now has all the lifting power of the

sea. When the Holy Spirit comes into man's heart then he

becomes strong in the Lord and in the power of his might.
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He has the lifting and overcoming power of God. On
another occasion he said that man has the power to create

conditions and force results. He can turn joylessness into

joyousness by creating right conditions. The law^n may
be visited by no birds. The hum of the bee may never
be heard upon its area. But plant thereon rosebushes
and honeysuckles and maple trees. Then every sunny
morning in summer time will be musical with the hum of
bees and the song of birds. One day when he was enforcing
the truth, "as a man thinketh in his heart so is he," Mr. Mc-
Pherson affirmed that the state of one's heart not only de-

termines one's conduct but especially one's attitude to-

wards offences and every form of malign opposition.

The man with a right spirit cannot be harmfully insulted.

A snowflake or two may fall in the month of June, but it

cannot live in a June atmosphere. Immediately its frosti-

ness is turned into a drop of blessing. Loving hearts

have the fK>wer of turning curses into blessings.

He loves to dwell on precious words and phrases, to

divine their every shade and deepest meaning. He ad-

mitted that Mr. Pringle's interpretation of the prodigal's
" remembering " was new to him, notwithstanding he had
read it so many times, showing how deep is the Bible well

of spiritual water. It is a wonder he does not lose the

thread of his discourse as some prolific word or sentence

diverts his mental vision and floats his thought away from
his chief topic. When he is content with one figure of

speech it is short and clear, but when more are used each

is in danger of becoming a seed-thought big enough for

another sermon or a prayer meeting discourse. The pic-

tures that rise to his mind's eye are vivid to his audience.

They are paraphrased from Bible story or gathered in his

intercourse with others in the woods, or on the water, or

in the factory, or on the farm, and fit well the life the lis-

tener leads. Some think a minister should confine his

thoughts to Bible literature, but the Saviour did not. All

creation was His to draw from for the redemption and

welfare of man. Nothing was too great or too insignifi-

cant for him to use. In magnifying its usefulness He
blessed its use by others, when done in a similar spirit.

He is afiFectionate and tender—sweetly encouraging to the

weak, the young and the old'—but is not effusive, cannot

pretend to feelings that are inferior to his sense of higher
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duty. He seeks not a transient following, is mindful uf

liis own, and builds them up in self-reliance based on
Christ's character instead of his own. He promises little

and fulfils much. He never speaks disparagingly of any-
one, nor resentfully, whatever the provocation. He does
not meddle with other people's ways of working or sus-

pect them of interfering with his, but is ready to help and
rejoices over every brother's success. A minister's re-

creations are so few that he would be weighed down with
the sickness and sorrow of his people did he not turn
quickly to other pressing duties and occasionally to golf

or curling. In these manly sports he acquires and mani-
fests an emulative Christian character. He keeps singu-
larly well, never having weariness or pain, but he sees

enough of it to keep him mindful of its terrors and lov-

ingly comforts the suffering and bereaved.

Rev. Neil McPherson was born in the Township of

Darlington, Durham County, a little over forty-one years

ago. He is of Scotch extraction. His father, John
McPherson, came to Canada from Campbelton, in Argyle-

shire, in the fifties of last century. His mother, Jane
McDonald, was from the parish of Kilkenzie, Cantyre,

Scotland. x\ few years after marriage John McPherson
was accidentally killed. The young widow, with her four

small children, moved into the town of Bowmanville. In

the public and high schools of this town Neil McPherson
received his early education. When he was eighteen

years of age he was holder of a second class Grade A
Teacher's Certificate, and had also matriculated at Toronto
University with first-class honors in mathematics. After

teaching three years at Tranquility, near Brantford, he

entered Queen's University, Kingston, to study with a view

to the ministry. Mr. McPherson completed his university

course in 1891 with first-class honors in mental and moral

philosophy and received his M. A. degree. During these

years he won several valuable scholarships. Three years

later he finished his theological studies, securing the de-

gree of B. D. Two days after he received this degree he

was inducted into his first pastoral charge at Petrolea.

Two years later he was called to Knox Church. Guelph,

but Presbytery refused to release him. Early in 1897 ^^ ^^s
called to St. Paul's Presbyterian Church, Hamilton. His

faithful wife, also a student of Queen's, has had the care
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of two bright little girls, but, though beset with household
and visiting duties, has found time to be extremely help-

ful of late in several of our busy organizations. Unos-
tentatious but substantial expressions of their regard and
good wishes for her were made by many ladies, and by
the managers and choir to him, on the eve of their de-
parture, which were feelingly acknowledged.

While the pages of this historical sketch were being
prepared Mr. McPherson was called upon to pass through
a crisis. When he returned from his vacation late in

August a deputation from the Tabernacle Church, Indian-
apolis, attended service in St. Paul's Church. This depu-
tation was followed by a second one the following Sun-
day. The result was that a very hearty and unanimous
call was extended to our minister to become pastor of the

Indianapolis congregation. Td accept the call meant for

Mr. McPherson severance from the Canadian Church,

from British institutions and from S. Paul's congrega-

tion, always sympathetic and generous. From the first

he could not shake off the seriousness of the call, and ulti-

mately accepted it. The feeling of the congregation is

best summed up in the resolutions passed by the session

and the congregation, as follows

:

The following resolution was moved by Sir Thomas
Taylor, seconded by Mr. Byron Smith, and carried un-

animously :

Resolved, Having received from the Presbytery of Hamilton
official intimation that the Rev. Mr. McPherson has notified the

Presbytery of his resignation of the pastoral charge of St. Paul's

congregation in order to accept a call to the Tabernacle Church,
Indianapolis, in the United States, we, as members of the Session,

desire to record our regrets that he has taken this step ; our deep
sense of the privileges enjoyed during the past eight years from
his faithful and edifying pulpit ministrations ; his kindly and
sympathetic care of those in sickness or trouble ; and his earnest
efforts to further all the interests of the congregation ; and of the

great loss we sustain in being deprived of these
;

yet, satisfied

that he is acting from a e< nsciousness of duty, while we express

our sorrow at parting with him, and our heartfelt desire and prayer
for his future welfare, we judge it out of place to offer any resist-

ance.

At the congregational meeting the following resolution

was moved by Mr. John Knox, seconded by Mr. J. J.

Morrison, and carried imanimously

:

I. The Congregation of St. Paul's Church. Hamilton, Ontario,

while sincerely regretting the resignation and departure of the

Rev. Neil McPherson, B. D., from this congregation, the Presbyter-
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Ian Church in Canada, and from the Dominion, desire to record our
own prosperity under his ministry during his too short pastorate.

2. The membership has increased 60 per cent.

3. Our contributions to the Century Common Fund were largest

in the Presbytery, second largest in the Synod, the fourth largest

in Ontario, and eighth in the Dominion.

4. The mortgages which for nigh 50 years burdened the congre-
gation have been discharged on both the church and the Laidlaw
Memorial Building.

5. Many betterments on our ornate Church and furnishings and
Caretaker's Cottage have been made.

6. The average contributions have increased 50 per cent.

7. The amount sent for missionary and other purposes has more
than doubled.

8. Mr. McPherson is a virile, wide-visioned and richly endowed
minister, and strenuously delivered the Prophet's message from
the Prophet's heart while making God known to men from our
pulpit. It has been of more avail than the finest music ever set

or the beauty of our Gothic Church and its service.

9. A faithful and affectionate pastor.

10. A godly and well-learned divine.

1 1. A blameless and fearless man.

12. St. Paul's congregation now gratefully record and will ever
cherish in affectionate memory his labors and his virtues in this

community.

13. We heartily wish him equal success in the Tabernacle Church
at Indianapolis.

Extract from the minutes of a meeting of the Board
of Managers of St. Paul's Church, Hamilton, held on
Tuesday, 8th November, 1904:

The Board of Managers of St. Paul's Church desire to record
their regret that the Reverend Neil McPherson, B. D., for eight
years the valued and esteemed minister of this church, has re-

signed his charge to accept a call to the Tabernacle Church,
Indianapolis, U. S.

During his ministry the utmost harmony has prevailed among
the various organizations and the financial condition of St Paul's
has so steadily improved that this year the Sabbath offerings

have touched the highest point in the history of the congregation
so far as we know. In addition many betterments have been
made on church, spire, lecture room and cottage, and their

appointments. It will no doubt be also gratifying to Mr. Mc-
Pherson to know that further improvements for some time in

contemplation, are now going on, the Board having placed an
order for stained glass windows on either side of the main
entrance, the subjects selected being his suggestion: viz., St.

Andrew ministenng to the Widows and Orphans on one windo at

and St. Paul preaching to the assembly on Mars Hill on the
other.

The Board wish for Mr. McPherson every happiness and suc-

cess in his new field.
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in his farewell address Mr. McPherson said that he
might follow either of two courses : Review the work
done during the pastorate, or analyze an appropriate and
helpful text. The congregation knew the work that has

been done, therefore he concluded to address them on the

words, '' We ought to obey God rather than man," Acts v.,

29. In the course of his sermon he pointed out the fol-

lowing truths: (i) Moral obHgation lies at centre of

man's being; (2) No question is settled unless it is settled

on a moral basis; (3) Moral obligations are binding until

performed; (4) Obedience to these obligations leads to

obedience to God and makes for eternal life; (5) All acts

so performed are permanent and issue in kingdom of

Christ. I am very conscious to-night that I am address-

ins: vou for the last time.'-> .'

" I hear a voice you cannot hear,

That says I must not stay
;

I see a hand you cannot see,

That beckons me away."

I go trustingly. Mr. McPherson then repeated the

^3rd Psalm. " I leave you," said Mr. McPherson, " with

the conviction that anything I have said or done in accord-

ance v^^ith the will of God shall live, and anything not in

harmony with His will shall perish and ought to perish.

Moral influence and spiritual helpfulness are eternal. In

so far as you have responded to the spiritual and to Christ,

my ministry has been fruitful. Any sadness I have

in severing my connection with St. Paul's is outbal-

anced by the knowledge that you are happy, united, pros-

perous and spiritually quickened. Never was the outlook

of St. Paul's brighter. This is largely due to the brave

and noble men and women who have labored incessantly

and sacrificingly for the last fifty years and to the newer
members who have put themselves into swing with the

work and the spirit of this historic church. We have all

learned to give pre-eminence to Christ and to be willing

to be guided by the Holy Spirit. I am very grateful to

you all for having made my ministry in Hamilton pleasant

and profitable. I am indebted to the Session and to the

Board of Managers, composed of tried men and true.

Their sympathy and efficiency have been very helpful and

stimulating to me. The Sabboth school, the choir and
other organizations are well officered and devoted to the
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Master's work, and have lightened many of my burdens.

I came to you all a stranger, you welcomed me heartily

and have co-operated with me earnestly. I am mindful
to-night of that saintly soul who placed these pulpit robes

upon me, and of him who, with trembling voice, welcomed
me to St. Paul's on that memorable nig^ht. Their voices

have been stilled but the memory of them rests upon me
like a benediction. From that day to this you have dealt

generously with me. I have imperfections, many of them
;

for every one you can name I can name ten. But you
have been so kind and generous that you never reminded
me of them or flaunted them in my face. Instead, your
forbearance, sympathy and love have evoked in me what-
ever effort I have put forth and whatever sacrifices I have
practiced. The memory of my ministry in St. Paul's shall

always abide with me and inspire me. If lonely moments
come to me then my heart shall remember these days and
1 shall take courage again. If perchance I shall find my-
self lying beneath some juniper tree of despair, then the

memory of these days shall arouse me again. If I am
ever pursued by some relentless Pharoah then, God help-

ing me, I shall raise the rod of experience, cut and carved
in your midst, and shall smite the frowning waters and
pass up into the promised land of peace. With heart and
soul I express my gratitude to you all. God bless St.

Paul's! God bless the leaders of St. Paul's, men and
women, thoup-htful and helpful, sympathetic and courage-
ous. " The Lord bless thee and keep thee ; the Lord make
His face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee ; the

Lord lift up His countenance upon thee, and give thee

peace."



JUBILEE SERVICES.

The Rev. Dr. Milligan, of Old St. Andrew's, Toronto,

opened the services on the first Sunday of October. He
was welcomed by large congregations and delivered two
magnificent sermons. On Monday evening the Jubilee

social was held. Many fine social gatherings have been

held in the lecture hall, but none ever surpassed in tone

and heartiness the gathering of Monday evening. The
trowel used by. the late John Young fifty years ago was
on exhibition, and beside it the old solid silver communion
service used in the early part of last century, and still in

use, but no record of the scroll or other articles

deposited in the corner stone has been preserved.

On the same table was the old Bible, bearing date

1822, together with an old Psalm book and a few metal

tokens. Perhaps the pitch pipe created most interest. It

is a wind instrument with a little bellows that gives a

whistle when pressed. It was used instead of the tuning

fork in those early days. Reminiscent speeches were

made by George A. Young, James Vallance and John A.

Bruce, who have been members of the congregation for

half a century. Congratulatory addresses were made by

Revs. Dr. Fletcher, Dr. Lyle, John Young, of the Presby^

terian Church; Rev. Dr. Hazelwood, representing the

Methodist Church ; Rev. J. K. Unsworth, representing the

Congregational Church, and Rev. J. C, Sycamore, who
was to have represented the Baptist Church, sent letter of

regret. During the following four evenings religious

services were held, the visiting ministers taking as their

themes the fundamental things for which the Church
stands. On Tuesday night Rev. R. E. Knowles, of Gait,

preached on " Sin "
; on Wednesday Rev. A. L. Geggie,

of Parkdale, preached on " Salvation "
; on Thursday Dr.

McTavish, of Toronto, preached on " Consecration," and

on Friday Dr. James Ross, of London, and Rev. W. A.

J. Martin, of Brantford, preached on " Missions."

The fine series of discourses during the jubilee week

ended with Dr. A. J. Mowatt's sermons on Sabbath, when

he made applications of his texts to our circumstances.

Extracts are published here as samples of the other ad-

dresses, as admonitions which our people will do well to
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take to heart, and to complete the intention of this booklet,

which is not only an encouraging review of the past but a

purposeful outlook into our future.

A BACK VIEW O^ GOD.

Every now and again in the history of God's church

and people two things come to be necessary'

—

3. new vision

of God and a new departure. You see it yonder in the

wilderness in the old days. You see it here to-day at this

Jubilee service.

We may find something to think about to-day in this

jubilee service. We too hear the call of a new departure,

and feel the need of a new view of God with its inspira-

tion. Here ^NQ are to-day enjoying the fulness of gospel

privileges, having views of God and truth not granted to

others as they are to us. Have you seen, in the past fifty

years, all of God there is to be seen—all His many-sided-

ness, all His glory and power, all His goodness and grace ?

We have not seen the best God has for us. The world

has not seen the best He has for it. The church has not

seen the best He has for her. We look back to Eden,

and we say in our way of it :
" Wliat a pity we ever left

the happy place !" We look back to the days of ol'd, fifty

years ago, and we find ourselves saying, as Israel said

when they looked back to Egypt : "It was better then

than now. We shall never see the like again." But why
cannot we see, that all we have seen is but a back view of

God's glory and love and power and grace ? The face-view

is to come yet, and when it comes, and it will, we will

straightway forget the goodness of the past in the glory

of the futiire. We are to be hopeful, optimistic. We
are to press on, forgetting the things that are behind. If

Eden is behind, Heaven is before. If the old Jerusalem is

behind, the new is before. If the first coming is behind,

the second is before. Arise then, O people of God, with

a new light in your faces, for the Lord has passed by, and

much as the past has been to you, and done for you. there

is more and better to follow. The word is, and it is His

word :
'' Forward ! Excelsior ! Higher and still

higher!" That word led your fathers, and inspired them,

and that word is to lead vou and inspire you.
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And there is a 'word here for you, tried and afflicted

Christian. Have you, Hke Moses, been praying for more
of God in your hfe, more of His presence with you, more
of His spirit in you, more of His grace and glory ? And
how is He answering your prayer? Is it in the shape of
a trouble, the like of which you have never seen before?
Are you to-day under His hand as never before, thrust

deep into the cleft of the rock, back views of things,

the back of jour best friend, the back of God Himself ?

And that is your jubilee—is it?—the jubilee you have been
on your knees praying so much for ? Ah ! fear not. Thai
is His way of revealing Himself to you, and so you will

have more of a jubilee than you know.

You believe in success^—do you ?—and it is success you
are seeking. But it is His glory He wants you to seek,

and that is a higher thing. The best success you have
ever seen, and the Church has ever seen, is but a back
view. Press on! Mount Sinai was good. But leave

it, for Mount Zion is better. The law was good; the

gospel is better—press on ! Moses was good
; Jesus is

better—^press on ! The past with its history and experi-

ence was good, grand; the future with its prophecy and
promise is better—press on! We need new visions of

God at every stage of our progress, at every turn in life's

road. Things grow stale with us. They lose their in-

terest and freshness. The first love is a sv^eet thing.

You say, let me keep it. Let me never grow away from
it. But even it fades that it may give place to something

better. Rest is not here. Perfection is not here

—

press on

!

We mourn decay in the church in certain directions.

We live in a transition stage. There is a passing we do

not like to see. The new generation is not like the n' •.

They have not the respect and reverence of the past for

the old. But God still leads on, and He is preparing the

world and the church for the greater things to come. We
have been living too much in the past, and it has been hold-

ing us back. It has been back to Sinai, back to Calvary,

back to the Apostles, back to the fathers. But the good

L ahead, for God is ahead. Let the church of to-dav

feel her responsibilitv as the pioneer of a grand spiritual

movement, and let us not be afraid to follow where the

Lord at her head leads.
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THK master's me;ssage: : come—go !

Come—Go! Words of Jesus. May they take on a

new meaning this solemn evening hour, as if something of

Pentecost had swept in upon us and set us all on fire

!

Come—Go ! Is it too much to say that these two old

gospel words are doing more for the world to-day than
all other words put together? O mighty living words of

Jesus, speak still, speak here and now, and gladden and
glorify this jubilee service!

come:—GO

You see Jesus yonder. He is entering upon His min-
istry. You see Him seeking out men in their sins, crushed
under the burdens laid upon them, disappointed, sick at

heart. The word that burns on his lips as He speaks is— '* Come ! Come to me ! Come just as you are ! Come
sins and all, rags and all, burdens and all, heartaches and
all ! Come and rest !" And you see them coming. Oh,
the blessed coming ! The sinner comes. The poor come.
The wretched and outcast come. Lepers and lunatics, the

sick and lame, men and women out of whose lives all

is gone that is worth living for—you see them coming.
And to all who come there breaks upon them a new light,

and all is joy and hope,, forgiveness and peace.

You see Jesus again. His ministry is closing. His
work done. Gethsemane and' Calvary are things of the

past. Another word is on His lips, the word—Go! He
is to go Himself—go to the father. And the eleven

are to go—go to the work, go to the world, go to every

creature with the gospel.

Let the word—Go !—come here to-night as it cam€
yonder. Perhaps it has been too much of the word
come !—here. For fifty years the burden of the mes-
sage has been :

'' v.ome ! Come to Christ ! Come and
be saved ! Come and join the church ! Come and eat and
drink and live ! Come and find rest for the soul

!"

And that is all right, and the fifty years of coming have
built you up into a strong church and people. But the

day of jubilee bursts upon you with a new vision of God
and a new departure. You see His back, and the word
for Himself, and the word for you too, one and all, minis-

ter and people alike, is the word—Go

!
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Come! You like that word. . It draws, wins, puts
its arms around you, presses you to its bosom. Come

!

Oh it is a sweet word, a word you never tire of hearing

!

And then it has done so much for you, made you all

you are.

Go ! That is a harsh word. You do not like it. It

repels, chills. Too much authority in it for you to like

it ; Too m.uch of the master to the servant, the comman-
der to the soldier, the sovereign to the subject! Go! It

sends vou out of the comfort of home, and away from the

arms of a m.other's love, to the discomfort of life's strug-

gle and battle, and you do not like it. But Go is as much
His word as Come.

Come! That is His word to Httle children. His vvord

to the babes of the kingdom, His word to the weary and
he-n^y laden, His word to the immature in Christian ex-

perience. But when we are grown men and women. His
word is—^Go! You are to take it, then, as a church, that

you have got beyond the childhood of your faith and ex-

perience, and now it is to be a new departure for you.

The v/ord to Moses was—Go ! The word to Abraham
was—Go ! The word to Daniel was—Go ! The word
to the great eleven was—Go ! And the word to you this

happy jubilee day is—Go!

GO

—

where:?

"Go ye into all the world!" You see they were to

stop now'here this side of the whole earth. The eleven

were to do that. Beginning from Jerusalem, and spread-

ing out to Samaria, they were to find their way from vil-

lage to village, city to city, land to land, shore to shore,

country to country, till not a village, not a city, not a coun-

try, not a nation, not a people, not a creature, was to be

found anywhere that had not been reached with the gospel.
" Go ye !" He said. And they understood that they

were to do it. And so Pentecost broke upon them with

its converts from all bnds—Parthians. ^ledes. Elamites

;

dwellers in Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadccia, Pontus and
Asia^ Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and Lybia, and
Cyrene ; Romans from Rome, and Cretes from Crete, and
ArD'bs from Arabia. This glorious work they followed

up, and so it was—Go! Go!—everywhere, and missionary

zeal blazed up, and mission churches were planted, and
the vvorld of th'^t day was evangelized.
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And what they did in their day we are to do in our
day. And the old word is coming to the church with
new force and meaning, and of late there is a great
awakening in regard to mission work, and the slumber of
ages is rudely broken in upon by the trumpet peal of the

gospel—Go

!

But the lost ground is not easy to overtake. Some
eighteen centuries of neglect—that is hard to undo, for, in

the meantime, the world has come to be overgrown with
all sorts of rubbish in the shape of isms, irreligions, idola-

cries, corruptions.

And then the disunion of the churches is a serious

drawback. They crowd one another in too many places,

and expend their energy in tearing one another down,
while in large portions of the world there are no Christian

churches of any name. If there could be united con-
certed action, on the part of Evangelical churches, the task

would not be so formidable. And the churches are com-
ing to it, and will yet come to it. Organic union-—I am
not so sure about that ; but a grand confederation of the

churches, working along denominational lines, and yet

bending their energies towards the one great result—per-

haps relief is to come from that quarter.

But the greatest drawback of all is our indifference.

Our own salvation is so little to us, and that being the

case, how can we be interested in the salvation of others

and the evangelization of the world ? Oh, indifference

—

that is the chilling and killing thuig in the church to-day

!

And so we sit still, wrapped about in our gospel ease, and
thank the Lord in grand jubilee celebrations for what He
has helped us to be and do, and we have never heard in

any true sense His great command—'' Go to every crea-

ture the world over with the gospel
!"

MISCONCEPTIONS OF THE WORK.

We are to guard against them. We talk about home
missions and foreign missions, and some are more inter-

ested in. the one than the other. And that is to be ex-

pected, and all right. In that way the whole field is likeiv

to be looked after, and every part of the world-work done.

But indeed the work is one, and the Master's word—Go

!

—covers all. I am not to forget that Montreal, and the

villages and towns and country districts of Quebec and

New I'runswick—and there is nuich heathenisni there

—
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and you, my brother, and your people, are not to forget

that Hamilton, and Ontario, and the Northwest, and the

valleys of the Yukon, are portions of the world, as well

as China and India and Africa.

Paul's method was this : He made circuits. From
Antioch as a center he travelled from village to village,

town to town, province to province, remaining a longer

or shorter time in each place, planting or organizing little

churches with their pastor and elders, so that the work
might continue and grow, and then returning to head-

quarters at Antioch, reporting the work done to the home
churdi, and resting and recruiting. The next mission

journey he took he went over much the same ground, but

made the circuit still wider. Thus he went on, widening
out more and more, 'but holding the ground he had already

occupied, until he was' able to reach with the gospel a verv

large mission field. And that is the only true policy. To
neglect the iiome work for the foreign would be suicidal,

disastrous. Paul took up collections in the mission

churches to help the home work. The work is one. The
field is the world.

The church is to hold as well as reach. The Master

makes that clear in the fuller instructions He gives : ''Go

ye, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, bap-

tizing them into the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching them to observe all things

whatsoever I have commanded you."

All this implies a thorough substantial work such as is

being carried on here among us—the work of education

as well as evangelization, teaching as well as preaching.

We may spread out the work, occupying a large field in a

way, but then what it may have in surface area, geo-

graphical extent, it may lack in spiritual thoroughness,

and both are to be aimed at if the Master's instructions

are to be carried out in full.

Let there be no misconception as to the commission.

An Englisih preacher put it this way to some British sol-

diers :

'' If Queen Victoria were to issue a proclamation,

and placing it in the hands of her army and navy, instruct

them to go to all the world within the shortest possible

time, and place it within the reach of every creature, how
long do you think it would take you to do it?" And one

oi them, speakine for the rest, thought it could be done

in eighteen months.
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A contrast was then drawn, placing the Queen's sol-

diers in a much more favorable light before the world than
the great army of the redeemed. But that is not a fair

way to put it. Put it this way : How long would it take

British soldiers to convert the w^orld into loyal British

colonies with all their educational and legislative and
municipal institutions in good working order? Ah! that

is another story, and the British soldier would have to con-

fess that the thing is impracticable. And yet it is the

w^orld's conquest Christ aims after here in His proclama-

tion, nothing less, and not by force of arms, but by the

slow progress of truth, the blessed leavening of the gos-

pel, the mighty gentle persuasion of love.

Read Paul's missionary letters, and there we find what
it is to carry out the commission, the slow work it is, not

only prodigious in extent but also in detail. It . s neces-

sarily a work requiring much patience as well as push,

taking time, for it is not only the conversion of the

heathen abroad, but the conversion of the Christians at

home to take an interest in the salvation of others, that is

the hardest part of the work, certainly the most discourag-

ing part of it. That is the work of the pastor.

A MISSIONARY CHURCH.

What is a missionary church? Erskine Church, of

Montreal, the church of which I am pastor, has the name
of being a missionary church, and your pastor wants me
to refer to our work in this direction. I will do so briefly,

for, after all, the less said about our being a missionary

church the better. We have three missionary societies

at work, one for some forty-eight years, the juvenile for

some thirty years, and the Ladies' Auxiliary for about

thirteen years. As a churcli. liowcvcr, we owe no little

to individual effort. put for lli:it we would not make
the showing we do make. This \car we are launching

out as never before in our history. At the present mo-
m'ent we have three missionaries, with their brides, on the

way to the foreign field—one to India, two to China, and
two of the three are supported by individuals wdiose names
are withheld.

Go! I said was a harsh word, coming into a home, as

it does, and riving asunder its membershij). My (nvn

family have just had a taste of it. Last week we ])arted

with our boy and his bride. There w-as first the joy of
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the marriage feast. Later in the evening came the part-

ing. As a family we met with our boy apart, and we took
a long farewell, and it was not without tears. And in the

next room a similar scene was taking place, the bride tear-

ing herself away from loved ones. It was even harder
for her. Go! The word was like a deathblow to so

many hopes. As the father said :
" It was like Abraham

binding his child to the altar." And yet, through our
tears we felt it a privilege, an honor, and not a sacrifice,

for Jesus to come into our home and say there—Go ! Oh,
what a church wants to give her new interest in missions

is to have her own young people, the sons and daughters

of her homes coming to her and saying: "Send me!"
That is the way it is with us as a church, and so we can-

not well help but be missionary.

Let me, in few words, tell you of a still more mission-

ary church. It is that. of Pastor Harm's, in Hermans-
burgh, Germany, a purely country church of the last cen-

tury. A circumstance awakened their interest in the

state of the 'heathen. So they held a missionary meeting.

That was in 1849. I'he congregation was made up of

poor people—small farmers, day laborers, artizans—not a

rich man among them. Their first missionary meeting

was a small one, and their collection even smaller. A
widow gave six shillings, a day laborer sixpence, a child

a silver penny^—6s. yd. But their faith was strong. So
they formed a society to send the gospel to foreign parts.

They then set to work to interest others, and the fire be-

gan to burn, slowly at first, and then to blaze. A farmer

volunteered for service in the foreign field, and gave his

farm with its buildings to the society. 'ihe societ\

turned the little farm house into a training school, and

volunteers came pouring in, and money too. Among
others a sailor came. He suggested the building of a

mission vessel. This was done. They called her Can.

dace. Thus in four years, years of preparation, the so-

ciety was able to send out its own missionaries in its own
mission vessel. It fixed upon Natal as its mission field,

and sent out its first batch of missionaries—two smiths, a

tailor, butcher, dyer, and three laborers, eight in all.

They arrived and set to work. Almost every year new

recruits went out from the training house, one year as

many as forty. On the tenth anniversary one hundred
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offered themselves. The congregation at home grew
amazingly, adding ten thousand io its roll in seventeen

years. In thirty years they had thirty mission stations,

a working staff of Tliree hundred and fifty-seven, at an
expenditure of more than $70,000 a year. Their converts

numbered 3,920 communicants and 8,520 adherents. Such
is the story of hovv^ a church came to be a missionary

church.

A word to close with. Do you want to be a mission-

ary church as you have not yet been? You hoped, your

pastor tells me, to make a new departure along this line,

and do honor to your jubilee by the ordination and desig-

nation of your own foreign missionary. You have the

money, but not the man, and so there is disappointment

here to-night. But there need be no disappointment.

The Master has better things in store for you. Your
thought was to ordain and designate and send some one

else's son, some one else's daughter, to this honor service.

But His way, and it is a better way, is to send your own
sons and daughters to tliis work. You will never be a

truly missionary church till you do that, till you raise your

own missionaries.

And so in His name I come straight hon:e to you, and

I ask, as these happy services are to close : "Is there no
one brought up in your own Christian home, trained in

your own Sunday school, hearing the call, who will go for

us?—hearing that call without any one to respond to it,

ready to step to the front and say to the minister, the

elders, the ladies' missionary society

—

" Here am I, send

me." I leave it with you, and I feel sure it will not be

long without a hearty response, and that too from a quar-

ter you little dream of. If, brethren, vou are sincere in

this matter, then you will soon see with your own eyes the

dear ones of your own homes going to the foreign field.

May that be your jubilee joy!
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REV. D. R. DRUMMOND.
BIOGRAPHICAI. SKETCH.

The Rev. Mr. Drummond is- of Scottish (Jescent, and.

was born 9th July, 1868, on his father's farm near >A.l-

monte, in the county of Lanark, His grandparents,, who
were among- the earhest settlers in that part of the coun-

try, came to Canada in 1828 from Perthshire, Scotland,

bringing with them his father, only a child. His mother.

then a young girl, came with her parents in 1842. Hi>

father (who is a full cousin of the late well known Pro-

fessor Henry Drummond) and his mother having en-

dured the hardships of pioneer life, having done worthih

their part in clearing the forest, until beautiful farms and

homesteads took its place, and having seen a large famil}-

grow up around them, are both still spared and spending

the evening of their days in retirement in Carleton Place.

Mr, Drummond in his earlier days attended the dis-

trict public school, from which he passed to the High
school at Almonte, then, and for many years, under the

able management as Principal of Dr. P, C. McGregor,
who sent forward not a few successful students to Queen's

and other universities. Before Mr. Drummond was 16

years of age he obtained a second-class teachers' certifi-

cate, and a year later matriculated at Queen's, taking first-

class honors in classics, with the Governor-Generars
scholarship. During his college course, lx)th in arts and

theology, he never in any year failed to win a scliolarship ;

in one year he had the honor of taking two, and in another

three. He graduated in 1889, gaining the gold medal
in classics, and taking the degree of Master of Arts.

Having devoted himself to the ministry, the next three

college sessions were spent in the study of theology, and
the summer months in doing good work in Home Mission

fields, both in the east and in the west. At the close of

his theological course he received the degree of B. D., at

the same time Avinning the Leitch Memorial Scholarship

No. 2, the only travelling scholarship connected with the

theological faculty. The next year was spent over post-

graduate work in philosophy and English, and in doing
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tutorial work in classics. During this time he was
president of the Students' Missionary Association and
editor of the College Journal.

fn the autumn of 1893 Mr. Drummond crossed the
•Atlantic and spent the winter attending classes in the
divinity halls of Edinburgh. On returning to Canada he
received a call from the congregation of Russeltowm in

'()uebec, and was ordained on 4th July, 1894. There he
remained for two years and a half, during which time the
church was renovated and the entire indebtedness of the
cnp.-^regation paid off.

fn February. 1897. Mr. Drummond was translated
to Knox Church. St. Thomas, succeeding the Rev. J. A.
Macdonald. now editor of the Globe, and has continued
there ever since, ministering to a large attached congre-
gation, highly respected and esteemed by the wdiole com-
munity. When, he became minister of Knox Church the
n^embership was 511 ; it has since increased to 615. In
less than two years after his settlement a branch Sabbath
School was begun in the southeast part of the city, at first

in a rented bouse, but afterwards in a building erected for

it. For the purposes of this school the congregation has

expended $2,250. Improvements have been made on the
church, in connection with the lecture room, organ and
lighting, at a cost of about $1,500. The mortgage debt,

which was in 1897 nearly $7,000, now stands, including
debt on the branch- school, at $3,450.

Besides the services rendered in these congregations,

Mr. Drummond has done good work elsewhere, especially

in a large Toronto congregation. In 1892, on the com-
pletion of the last year of his theological course, he sup-

plied the pulpit of New St. Andrew's for six months, and
did so again on two occasions, of one month and two
months, in 1893. In the following- year the session in-

sisted upon Mr. Macdonell, after his wife's death, taking

an entire rest, and he at once comnumicated with Mr.
Drummond, then in Scotland, asking him to come and
take charge of the congregation for a time, which he did.

from early in May until his ordination at Russeltown in

the July following. In the autumn of 1895 he again

supplied the pulpit, Mr. Macdonell being ill, for nearly

two months, and arranged the work of the Young Peo-

ples' and other societies for the coming winter. He did
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this so successfully that the session took the unusual step

of asking the Russeltown congregation to allow him to

return for six months, and this request was generously

complied with. He accordingly took charge of New St.

.Vndrew's from early in January until April, 1896, Mr.
Macdonell having died in February. A leading office-

bearer in that congregation, well qualified to give an opin-

ion, speaks of Mr. Drummond as the most systematic

worker and organizer he has ever known, and says the

late Mr. Macdonell frequently expressed the opinion that

he had never before known pulpit and pastoral qualifica-

tions so strongly united in one man. He has for a num-
ber of years been a trustee of Queen's College, highly es-

teemed bv his fellow trustees, who attach much import-

ance to his opinion on the various matters coming before

the board. He is also a member of several of the stand-

ing committees of the General Assembly, and has been,

for now six years, convener of the important committee

on Sabbath Observance.

In 1893 Mr. Drummond was married to Miss Jane
Honoria Stowell, of Kingston, who has proved a real

helpmeet, her hospitable, kindly ways and tactful working

•having secured for her husband and herself, wherever she

has gone, a host of friends.

The congregation of Knox Church resisted our call in

able addresses and presented the following to the Presby-

tery :

" The Board of Managers of Knox Church, St.

Thomas, have only the kindest things to say of our es-

teemed pastor, Rev. D. R. Drummond. In him we have

always found a wise counsellor and strong ally, and under

his pastorate are pleased to report continual financial ad-

vance. The general revenue of the church has been well

sustained, the report for 1904 being one of the best in the

last eight years. Through his efforts the debt of the

church has been greatly reduced. When Mr. Drummond
came to us there was a mortgage of nearly $7,000. For

the purpose of clearing this away the congregation raised

over $2,400 in 1899 and over $2,400 in 1900. this reduc-

ing the debt. Some $1,000 has also been expended in

improvements in the church. On account of the growth

of the work in the east end of the city the congregation

thought it wise to erect a suitable building on Forest
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avenue for Sabbath School work ; this was done at an ex-
pense of $i,6oo. ror maintaining this work there has
also been an expense amounting in all to about $600. All

the mortgages of our church are now consolidated and we
are glad to say that in all it only amounts to $3,450. For
this steady advance a great amount of credit is due Mr.
Drummond, who has always assisted the Board of Mana-
gers in every way possible, and we feel that, if we are to

lose his support in this place, it will only be that some one
else will gain. We know him to be true as a man, kind

as a friend, faithful as a, pastor, and will be loathe to

part with- one who has so much endeared himself to us.

While we speak of Mr. Drummond we cannot allow this

opportunity to pass without emphasizing our deep regard
for our pastor's worthy partner in life. In every way
possible Mrs. Drummond has helped on the good work
and has done much to make the bond between pastor and
people strong. We believe that wherever these two of

God's workers may be placed they will do all that is within

their power to make life brighter and nobler, and any con-

gregation that may be fortunate enough to have them in

their midst mav consider themselves most fortunate."

AN APPRECIATION BY A MEMBER.

Since the , foregoing pages were printed the congrega-

tion .met and appointed the following eighteen to be a

committee to consider the securing of a new minister, viz.

:

Sir Thomas Tavlor (chairman), James B. Gill, George

Black,. BidweirWay, Byron Smith, A. C. Turnbull,

Charles B, Linton, James Vallance, Matthew Leggat,

J. D. Wilson, J. J. Morrison, Dr. Malloch, J. R. Moodie,

H.:P. Coburn, Colonel Logic, Stanley Mills, Sheriff Mid-

dletpn, Thomas Leeming. This committee appointed

sij<:. of its number to be a* sub-committee from whom not

less-than three, at a time should be selected to hear one or

more ministers in their own pulpits. This course was

adopted _at. the congregational meeting as a change from

the hearing of applicants in St. Paul's, as was done when

Mr. McPherson was chosen. So many were then heard

as to weary the people, create divisions, and cause some

to settle elsewhere. -It was found, too, that many minis-
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ters who are apt to be the most suitable to choose from
are averse to preaching for a call. They prefer to be
judged b}- their record of years rather than two sermons
in one da}'. They do not wish to appear desirous of leav-

ing their own charge or to enter into an unseemly contest

that must end in the disappointment of all but the one ac-

cepted. Three of the committee, therefore, heard Rev.

D. R. Drummond in St. Thomas on November 20th, un-

known to him, and reported favorably. The general

committee thought it well, however, to hear two others

who are highly esteemed. This was done, also unknown
to them, and resulted in confirming the impression made
by Mr. Drummond. Not one member of the congrega-

tion at St. Thomas saw either Mr. or Mrs. Drummond
until he was called, eight years ago, but they do not want
to lose them now. He is opposed to preaching for a call

;

he has no exhibition sermons called '' travellers." But
he never " serves cauld kale het." He prepares his

sermons faithfully, striving to make every one the best,

for 52 Sabbaths of the year. He begins the service

promptly, concluding within an hour and a quarter, un-

less the musical selections are long, and within an hour in

hot weather. He wears a gown, cossack and bands.

He has a fine presence and noble bearing; a clear, deep

voice that speaks without efifort. He is an excellent

reader, rightly dividing the phrases and emphasis, mak-
ing the best use of rising and falling inflections, and im-

parting the most natural and efifective meaning. His

manner is easy and graceful ; his method is conversational,

sympathetic and fervid, and occasionally declamatory ; his

gestures appropriate and not exaggerated. 'His reason-

ing is consecutive and convincing ; easy to follow and re-

member because one topic leads into the next and the

argument gathers strength as it proceeds. He cares not

so much for rounding a period as winning a soul from
bad to good living. He studies not to make people ex-

claim "How great is Cicero!" but to move them to
'' March against Philip !" His motto is,

'' Let us be up

and doing." " The harvest, truly, is plenteous, but the

laborers are few." He knows there is work everywhere

to do and is eager to accept the place where most of it can

be done. A gentleman we met coming out of his church

remarked :
" He is the best pastor I ever knew. He is

always working. When asked if he knew such an one
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was ill? 'Yes, I have called twice.' If there is a new comer
he is sure to have met him already." He is firm of pur-

pose but gentle and lovable. Everybody likes him, not

only his own people, but other ministers and people who
attend no church as their own. He is a silent power and
a public strength, commanding respect for his opinions

and his living. A man to imitate, as Paul justified when
he said : ''These things which ye have both learned, and re-

ceived, and heard, and seen in me, do ; and the God of peace

shall be with you." He will follow a good leader or lead

himself, whichever is most needful. The cause he will

not suffer to fail without a manly struggle. Jesus is to

him a holy example, a motive, life-giving impulse ; one
to love because He loves us ; one to serve, not because we
have to do so or die, but because it is more natural to do
so when, we know Him, and infinite loss to miss loving

Him. He will be honored by the Lord when he pleads

with us for our repentance and with Him for our redemp-
tion. If we love him as we did our last two we will fulfil

the desire of our late minister, who spoke so exceptionally

strong in favor of Mr. Drummond and said, when get-

ting on the train, that he hoped we would be as kind to

his successor as we had been to him.

On December 14th two delegates were sent to inter-

view Mr. and Mrs. Drummond. All spoke frankly of

everything there was time for considering as to their

coming to St. Paul's. They appeared neither willing

nor unwilhng. One congregation had asked him not to

commit himself till -lie heard from them ; another had sent

a large deputation to hear and interview him. He looked

carefully at -the church report we brought him, and was
surprised we had so large a Sabbath School attendance.

We explained that it was owing to our having a good
school room and to our having competent superintendents

and faithful teachers. We have since learned that it is

not so well attended this year as last, owing to the minis-

ter's absence from his bible class. Mr. Drummond
thought St. Paul's had been developed to its limit and

needed no further organizing, while other places afforded

a larger margin for growth and improvement. If this be

our weakness St. Paul's will have to call loudly to get

him. We urged that no congregation in a city can pros-

per; where so many attractions are offered for pl(5asurc

and money-spending, unless the gospel is presented effec-
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and the young people sought and affectionately held. If

we do not enlarge our buildings much character building

is needed. The Normal College is here with its hun-

Ireds of teachers who are at the deciding point as to

whether Jesus and his claims on them shall be incidentally

but conscientiously presented to their pupils throughout

Ontario as the highest wisdom to seek after. Our city

is undergoing a transformation in business which is sure

to affect its spiritual interests. To withstand the inroads

of selfishness through money-getting a persistent effort

must be put forth by our own and every congregation in

Hamilton. Jf we succeed funds will be forthcoming, in

gratitude, to enlarge our lecture room or be sent to the

Xorthwest to save and bless our own relations there and

the immigrants who must have the gospel before they can

become good or profitable citizens. Or we may help to

enlighten with the gospel the benighted denizens of Asia

who , otherwise, awakening to their magnitude and
strength, mav become a menace to western civilization.

St. J^aul's has a niche to fill in the Presbyterian denomina-
tion as Hamilton has in the manufacturing centre of the

Dominion.
Concerning the committee's resolution, unanimously

]jassed at the congregational meeting on December 19th,

asking the Presbytery to moderate in a call on January
4th, Mr. Drummond has written the following :

" Let me
congratulate your congregation for the unanimous sup-

port given to a method of choosing a minister which will

one day, I trust, become in all the leading congregations

the rule. You are doing a most worthy Work of educa^

tion. i was quite prepared to hear of much more de-

cided opposition alike to the method and to the man.
Allow me to add, after an experience of eight years, that

I am convinced this method is at once more dignified and
fitted to put both the minister and congregation under a

higher feeling of obligation to one another and induce

n^ore earnest effort to live up to the faith which each re-

];()sed in the other at the begin.ning. I a])preciate and
nil influenced by the manner of being called to St. Paul's,

/". {'.. without the humiliation of preaching to show one's

paces, almost as much as by having the call at all. T feel

sure, too, that any time any vacant congregation! especial-

ly an outstanding one, takes such action as you have taken



it is doing the whole denomination a real service and re-

moving one of its chief reproaches."

In answer to our enquiry he said :

*' No, I am not
committed to any other congregation. Our work here
has gone steadily and pleasantly. I do not know of any
special reason why we should leave Knox Church.
I do not believe there is any special virtue in a

long pastorate in itself. Occasional changes may be
good and I think the right time to leave is when people
want you to stay. I am willing, therefore, to consider a

field of larger usefulness, as I enjoy perfect health and
am not afraid of work. I cannot say, however, whether
I can go to you or not until I see the unanimit}- of the

signed call, consult with my Session (from whom I keep
no secrets when their interests are involved), and learn if

my Presbytery, which meets on January 24th, will let

me go."

Only four days could be allowed for signing the call.

It snowed heavily during that time yet it was signed by

515 communicants and 93 adherents, in all 608.

Perhaps a word introducing Mrs. Drummond to our
people may be appropriate here. She was an enthu-

siastic church worker before she became a minister's wife

and has increased her activities since as necessity required.

We were told that her name was oftener heard among the

poor than even the minister's. She is also said to be one
of the best of housekeepers and a most devoted wife.

She told us they had spent eight happy years in St.

Thomas. We trust they may be as happy in Hamilton.
Our people asked loyally and hopefully to be directed

in their choice, willing to accept every help or hindrance

the Lord should send as a guide. Now Mr. Drummond
is to be our leader and benefactor, whose maintenance we
guarantee that he may give his time to teaching, correct-

ing, guiding and comforting us. We were anxious to

get the best minister and he is properly anxious to have
the best people. If we fail to bring forth fruit how shall

we escape the Ivord's condemnation? We welcome him
to the task and offer him our heartiest co-operation.

The Presbytery has appointed Thursday evening,

February i6th, as the date for his induction. His first

sermons will be preached on the 19th, and the congrega-

tion's social reception will be held on the following Mon-
day evening.














