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““ Everything he did was of the
most  substantial character, for

he worked for good foundations.’’
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Preface

who are responsible for it feel that they have by no

means completed their task. The researches which
even this collection of scattered memoranda have required
have been spread through nearly eight busy years.
Through necessity the work has been dropped frequently
to afford time for more pressing duties, but its ultimate
completion has always been a matter of great hope. It
is the main purpose of this unassuming publication to
hold together such facts as we had accumulated, pre-
serving them in permanent form with the hope that by
this means general interest in the project would be
aroused.

The general purpose of this work requires no justifi-
cation in the day of numerous genealogies and family
records. Our simple aim has been to tell of the lives
of our forefathers, quite commonplace folks but possess-
ing certain sterling qualities, in order that their progeny
might profit by the example of their uprightness and hon-
esty. To them we owe a heavy debt of gratitude, for it
was they who braved the unknown perils of the wilder-
ness in strange lands, that we, their posterity, might
enjoy opportunity and live in liberty. As we value the
rights and privileges of the new world where all may
strive for the best, let us not forget those who gave us
life. '

IN writing the last sentence of this brief work, those

The volume has been divided into two parts and an
appendix. The first part contains a history of the family
from the time when John and Daniel landed in America
up to the time when the Cummers were most numerous
in Willowdale. At the time when the younger genera-

tians began to scatter from this Cummer settlement, the
chronological history was discontinued. In the second
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part the history of the different branches of the fam-
ily is given. A chapter has been devoted to the descend-
ants of each of Jacob Cummer’s children. Inasmuch as
we were dependent upon the immediate families for these
biographies and family records, the readers of future gen-
erations will have to hold the members of each branch
responsible for any omissions. To find the data regard-
ing a particular individual, the index should be consulted.

It might be said that we attempted to exercise some
degree of historical judgment in the biographies, confin-
ing the accounts to a mere recital of facts as far as pos-
sible. With the older members, where time would permit
a somewhat better sense of proportion, this rule has been
slightly relaxed.

We again ask our kin to regard this as but a prelim-
inary work, and to aid in the search for further data.
We hope that all members whose records are missing
may become interested, and that they will be urged to
send for blanks. In this way, a second and more preten-
tious volume might be justified.

W. W. C.
C. L. C



Explanatory

N THE arrangement of the families, we have adopted
I the “clan system,” and have treated the descendants
of Jacob Cummer’s children in separate chapters,
believing that the work would prove more interesting in
this way. Within each clan or branch, the system fol-
lowed has been to give the data relating to the head of
this branch (this being the second generation). Then
come the families of his or her children, who are of the
third generation. Next come families of their children,
and so on.

Before the name of Jacob Cummer is placed the
Arabic numeral One, and each of his descendants is given
a numeral in the order in which their names occur in the
book. After the names of married children who have
sent memoranda will be found the word “Family” with
a number. Reference to this family will give the full
information regarding this member, husband or wife,
and their children. '

After the name of the head of the family will be
found an Arabic numeral raised above the line. This
refers to the generation to which the individual belongs,
counting Jacob Cummer of Willowdale as the first gen-
eration. For example, the figure four after a name, e. g.,
Francis Rupert Cummer*, would mean that he is a great-
grandson of Jacob Cummer.

After the name of the head of the family there will
be found one or more given names in parenthesis. For
instance, if in looking up Percival Walter Smith, we
found the following: ‘Percival Walter Smith* (Agnes,
John, Jacob)” we could tell at once that he was of the
fourth generation, that his mother’s name was Agnes,
his grandfather’s John, his great grandfather’s Jacob.
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His mother’s name is given instead of his father’s be-
cause the descent from the Cummer name is through her.

A limited number of names are preceded by a dagger
instead of an Arabic numeral. In these cases the infor-
mation was received at so late a date, usually with the
return of the printer’s proof, that the descendant could
not be given a serial numeral.

References for Chapters I, IT and IIT of Part I will
be found at end of the respective chapters.



CHAPTER 1.

INTRODUCTORY.

without describing the life of the times would be

like an effort to paint a picture without color and
without perspective. To appreciate their lives we must
have some conception of the times in which they lived
and of the obstacles which they had to overcome; for the
vicissitudes which a man endures are the measure of his
strength. Therefore we would ask the sufferance of the
reader while we briefly review the conditions then exist-
ing.

TO attempt to tell of the lives of our forefathers

For many years the dwellers in what are known as
the Palatine States of Germany had led far from happy
lives. Europe had been involved in countless wars and
the Palatinate had been the stage upon which the tragedy
was enacted. The subjects played a purely secondary
though entirely necesary part; they were merely the
pawns upon the board. While their wishes in regard to
war or peace were never consulted; they were pressed into
service in time of necessity and their homes were subject
to destruction at any moment. The very substance of
these unfortunate people was often confiscated for the
cause. One exacting and arbitrary ruler was only suc-
ceeded by another whose exactions were more severe.
The poor subjects were taxed at constantly increasing
rates and a new ruler simply meant, more taxes. Withal,
the future held little in store for them that was hopeful.

Darkness could not last forever and finally came the
dawn. With it were the most wonderful hopes. The
discovery of America by Columbus had opened up a land
of promise and as each voyager returned he kindled fresh
ambition. The results are a matter of history, and are



8 CUMMER MEMORANDA

cited simply to show the influence upon the lives of those
in whom we are interested. Of course the European
powers made haste to claim some of this territory for
themselves and speculators secured their share of the new
lands. Land companies were organized but lands were
valueless to them without settlers. Colonists were neces-
sary and all means were used to secure them. As one
writer has said, the prospectus of the present-day pro-
moter is hardly more alluring than were the glowing
attractions held out by the land companies before the eyes
of these people.

William Penn, who had embraced the principles of
the Friends and had suffered persecutions for them,
petitioned King Charles II for a grant of land in the
new world and a charter was granted in 1681, making
Penn the proprietor of a vast tract which was called
Pennsylvania, much against his wishes. This new com-
monwealth was designed to afford a home to all men with-
out regard to race, color, or religion.

Now Penn had journeyed through the Rhine country
in 1681 and had entered into sympathy with the people,
persecuted as they were. In return they had given him
their confidence. So when he had opened up his new
lands, it was natural that after securing homes for the
Quakers, he should think of his friends in Germany. Ac-
cordingly he issued a formal invitation for them to take
up lands in his new colony, and in 1685 published a
“Further Account of the Province of Pennsylvania and
its Inhabitants. For the satisfaction of those that are
(Adventurers) and inclined to be so.”” In this pamphlet
he describes the country with great minuteness.! First
he spoke of the richness and fertility of the soil and of the
fact that it required less seed than usual. He detailed
the crops which grew well, mentioning in the list “Buck-
Wheat, Pease, Beans, Cabbages, Turnips, Carrots, Par-
snups, Colleflowers, Onions, Charlots, Garlick, and Irish

1 References are made to the foot notes, page 11.
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potatoes.”” The “Weeds of the Woods” served well to
feed the cattle, and “English grass-seed took well.” “All
sorts of English fruits take mighty well for the time,” he
told them. The fish are described in some detail, and
prospective settlers are informed that “our Drink has
been Beer and Punch, made of Rum and Water.” The
prices of provisions are carefully given, and then the
scheme for the division of the land was outlined. Finally,
the “adventurers” were warned as to the best times of the
year for making the voyage.

For the Palatines this held out a future of hope, an
opportunity to live in peace with a sufficiency to meet
their daily needs; here too would be a home where they
might worship God in their own way; hete was a land of
boundless opportunity for their children. Truly a land
of promise for harrassed people! As would be ex-
pected, there was in response to this invitation a large
immigration; so large in fact that the English-speaking
people began to fear for the safety of the commonwealth
on account of the number of Germans. After much agi-
tation along this line the following resolution was passed
by the Provincial Council in 1727; “That the masters
of vessels importing Germans and others from the con-
tinent of Europe, shall be examined whether they have
leave granted to them by the court of Great Britain for
the importation of these foreigners, and that a list be
taken of all these people, their several occupations, and
the place from whence they came, and shall be further
examined touching their intentions in coming hither;
and that a writing be drawn up for them to sign, declar-
ing their allegiance and subjection to the King of Great
Britain, and fidelity to the Proprietary of this Province,
and that they will demean themselves peaceably towards
all his Majesty’s subjects, and observe and conform to
the Laws of England and the Government of Pennsyl-
vania.”

For this action, many of later generations have given
heartfelt thanks, because in numberless cases it has given
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genealogical workers the only clue as to the time when
some ancestor first reached the shores of America.

The courage which was required to undertake an
ocean voyage in those days was considerable. In the first
place the time which the passage might consume was
never known. The passengers could rest assured that
land would not be seen again for four weeks, and there
was always a possibility that they would be exposed to the
dangers of the sea for even a half-year. The captain and
crew were frequently rough and brutal men. They did
not consider it their duty to make the voyage easier, and
often the passengers were “crowded together like her-
ring.” Frequently the fare was very poor and many
times the drinking water failed. Moreover no attention
was paid to sanitary conditions so that on many of the
ships fever and plague were not unusual. Added to these
perils was the ever-present danger from pirates and bue-
caneers. Indeed, the risk to a passenger-ship unaccom-
panied by a man-of-war was very great, and some of the
ships captured by pirates were never heard of again.

So it may be seen that the immigrant of those days
was a man of valor, for each step of his undertaking was
beset with unknown hazard. It is interesting in this con-
nection to note John Wesley’s comparison in his diary of
the conduct of the German and English passengers dur-
ing a storm. After witnessing the unrestrained and vig-
orously demonstrated terror of the English passengers
he found the Heaven-born calm of the Germans (as he
expressed it) and their confidence in Providence de-
cidedly inspiring.

Amidst these trials, then, our German forefathers
came to this new land. Though expatriation is a severe
trial and especially so for those of Teutonic blood, the
deep-rooted love for the fatherland was supplemented
under new influences by different impulses, for with them
the sublime hope for better things was supreme.
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HISTORICAL REFERENCES.
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CHAPTER II.

IN PENNSYLVANIA.

to supply only the most barren facts. These facts

to be sure are interesting and to one who has read
the story of the early settlers they are suggestive
of many things. After a visit to the Pennsylvania Ger-
man counties, when one has seen the thrifty farms and
neat farm houses, has made pilgrimages to the old Luth-
eran churches, has scraped moss from the weather-beaten
tombstones in the adjoining church-yards, and has at-
tempted to decipher the faded records of the past in the
quaint German script, it will be easy for him to paint
for himself a picture with much local color and with
accurate historical setting. We do not feel, however,
that there is any necessity for us to depart from the
narration of the following facts, meagre though they may
be as regards narrative.

John Cummer at the age of forty-six years and
his son Daniel who was then nineteen years old came to
America in the ship Princess Augustus, sailing from Rot-
terdam, and were qualified in 1736. They then settled in
Lancaster County.

We find from the records of the Land-office in Penn-
sylvania that in 1736 Benjamin Eastburn, Surveyor Gen-
eral, was ordered to survey for “Hans Commer” a tract of
land situate in Cocolico Township, Lancaster County.
It is stated on this document that he had settled on this
land before August 1732. All the evidence at hand makes
it most probable that this Hans Commer and the Hans
Kummer who came to this country in 1736 are one and the
same. The writer’s opinion is that the father had come
to this country to make a home for his family, and after

OF THE first Cummers in Pennsylvania we are able
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IN PENNSYLVANIA 13

having become well established here, returned to Ger-
many to bring back the other members. This he did in
1736.

According to the copy of the official survey? this land
of Hans Commer contained two hundred and thirty-five
acres and adjoined at one corner what is referred to on
the map as “a Dutch Settlement,” while the corner diag-
onally opposite was crossed by a branch of Cocolico Creek.
A careful search of all the history pertaining to Lancas-
ter County fails to show that there was any Dutch set-
tlement in this township except a group of German
Seventh-Day Baptists who settled here under the leader-
ship of one Conrad Beissel. It would appear then that
this land, which was the first location of a Cummer in
this country, adjoined the Ephrata Colony.

This religious community still exists and its build-
ings may be seen today.®? They are located a short dis-
tance from the city of Ephrata.t

During or before 1749, the father died. This is
shown by the fact that in this year his eldest son Daniel
was appointed administrator of his estate by the Orphans’
Court of Lancaster County. In the Register’s office we
have found an administration bond taken out before Wil-
liam Plumsted, Register General for the Probate of Wills,
etc. In the bond the administrator is described as “Dan-
iel Kumer of Cocalico in Lancaster County—Yeoman.”
He is to be “administrator of all and singular the Goods
Chattles Rights and Credits which were of John Kum-
mer, deceased.” The bond is signed by Daniel Commer
(who spelled his name as you see it here) and by two
others. It is witnessed by Samuel and Conrad Weiser
and is dated the twenty-first of March, 1749. There is
also an inventory of the property, the original being in
German while there is an English translation attached.
A perusal of this list* of household utensils shows us
something of the home-life of the times. For example,
we learn that he owned some five cows, ten heifers, “five

tSee photograph, page 14.
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heads of horse,” twelve sheep, six hogs. In addition to
the land itself, the estate was valued at something more
than three hundred and fifty pounds. To the German.
original there was appended a note in German. It read
as follows: “The old father, Hans Kummer, owes to his
son Daniel Kummer the sum of twelve pounds, which he
loaned to his father, and this sum he gave to Daniel be-
cause he kept his father in his old age which would be
equivalent to the sum of twenty-eight pounds. For that
reason he shall also receive one horse the same as the
other children because he is the oldest, and for this reason
his father made it so and this is certified by three wit-
nesses which have written their names below this, and
they will certify to the above.” Following this note are
the names of Deitrick Merkell, Maria Commer, and Ava
Commer.” From the reference of the distribution of a
horse to each child we may conclude that there were four
other children, but we learn later in his final account that
there were six altogether. Thorough search failed to re-
veal their names, or how the land he possessed was dis-
posed of. Enclosed in the account of administration® is
this note, signed by Conrad Weiser, who was prominent in
those days as an interpreter for both the Indians and Ger-
mans, and who was a conspicuous citizen. He was at
one time a resident in the Cloister community and must
have been a neighbor of the Cummers:

“Mr. Cookson
The bearer hereof Daniel Koomer by
name prevailed on me to settle his account
before he goes to you because he has no
English and is a feared he can not get an
Interpreter to do for him. I belief you will
find everything right
I am
Sir Yours
C. Weiser.”
It is not at all strange that Daniel could not talk
English though he had been in the country thirteen or
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IN PENNSYLVANIA 15

fourteen years for even at this time the people of the
rural districts in Lancaster and Berk Counties have
retained many of their German ways and German is
widely spoken.

Now we may suppose that after his father’s death
Daniel moved to Berks County and settled in Brecknock,
not so far from the old home of the family, and allowed
the legal right to the father’s farm to lapse. According
to the records of the Land Office we find that the Pro-
prietaries revoked their warrant to him in 1752 and or-
dered that the land be deeded to one Abraham Wideman.?

The tax-returns from Brecknock Township show that
a Daniel Kummer, farmer, owned land there in 1767 and
1768.2 Daniel died before 1776, for on the fifteenth of
October of that year his eldest daughter, Anna Maria
Hassler, and her husband, Sebastian, appeared in the
Orphans’ Court at Reading and signed bond as the admin-
istrators of his estate, as he had died intestate. Soon
afterwards, in 1778, this same daughter and her husband
again appeared before the Court and asked that a guar-
dian be appointed for Jacob Kummer, aged eleven, the
minor son of the late Daniel Kummer. We know that
our ancestor Jacob was just eleven at that time, so we
take it that they are one and the same.?. A week or two
afterwards guardians were appointed for Jacob’s brother
John and his sister Elizabeth,’* and from the records we
see that they were above fourteen at the time.

Now in 1787, apparently when John had just reached
his majority, he appeared before the Court and asked for
a division of his father’s estate. The Court appointed an
inquest to view the property and report as to whether it
could be divided without injuring it.'* From these min-
utes we find that Daniel had seven children and we also
learn their names. It was later reported to the Court
that the property could not be divided without injury to
it, and it was awarded to John as the eldest son. He was
to pay the other children for their interest in it.*? There
is also record of the fact that when John was of age in
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1787 the court awarded him his share of forty pounds
nine shillings and six pence, the balance of his father’s
estate.®,

This gives us the story of the Cummers in Penn-
sylvania. We see that John and his son came to this
country in 1736 and settled in Cocalico, Lancaster County.
After the father’s death, the son Daniel moved to Breck-
nock in Berks County. When Daniel died, he left seven
children, the youngest of whom was our common ancestor
Jacob. He was only nine at the time of his father’s death
and was cared for by John Pannebeker, who was appoint-
ed “Guardian of the person and Estate of said Minor.”
The official records furnish us with no further clue after
exhaustive search, but we know that he was married to
Elizabeth Fisher and with some of her kin emigrated to
Canada in 1797.

NOTES.

1 Pennsylvania Archives, Vol. 17, Series 2, p. 127. In the list
of foreigners imported in the ship Princess Augustus, Samuel
Merchant, Master, from Rotterdam, who were qualified on Sept.
16, 1736, we find the names of “Jean Comer” and “Daniel Kom-
mer.” In the same entry a copy of the original list was given
and here the names appeared as Hance Commer, age 46, and Dan-
nill Commer, age 19.

2 PENNSYLVANIA, SS.
BY THE PROPRIETARIES.

WHEREAS Hans Commer of the county of LANCASTER
hath requested that We would grant him to take up two hundred
Acres of Land situate in Cocolico Township, (whereon he was set-
tled before August, 1732), in the said County of LANCASTER for
which he agrees to pay to our Use the sum of Fifteen Pounds Ten
Shillings current money of this Province, for each Hundred Acres
and the yearly Quit-rent of one Half-penny Sterling for every
Acre thereof: THESE are to authorize and require thee to sur-
vey or cause to be survey’d unto the said Hans Commer at the
Place aforesaid, according to the Method of Townships appointed,
the said quantity of 200 Acres that hath not been already survey’d
or appropriated, and make Return thereof into the Secretary’s Of-
fice, in order for a further Confirmation, for which this shall be
the sufficient Warrant; which Survey, in case the said Hans
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Commer fulfil the above Agreement within ——————— Months
from the Date hereof, shall be valid, otherwise to be void.

Given under my hand and the lesser Seal of our Province, at
Philadelphia, this 21st day of March Anno Dom. 1736.

To BENJAMIN EASTBURN, Surveyor General.
THO PENN.”

Recorded in the Department of Internal Affairs, Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania.

38 Ephrata (village) was best known by the German neighbors
by name of Kloster (Cloister), or Dunkerstown.

Ephrata was founded by Conrad Beissel. Beissel fomented a
schism in the Dunkard body because he held the view that the
seventh day should be observed as Sabbath and advocated celibacy
and communal life. A Dunkard community had been established
at Mill Creek. From this community he retired secretly (1725) to
a cell in Cocalico. Later his place of retirement was discovered
and some of the Mill Creek society who believed as he did sought
him out. In May 1733 a monastic society was established when
the buildings were completed. The habit of the Capuchins was
adopted by the brothers and sisters. Monastic names were given
to all who entered the cloister. The music of the organization was
unique and had a wide reputation for its beauty and originality.
References.

‘“Narrative and Critical History prepared at request of Penn-
sylvania-German Society.” Part VIII—“German Baptist Brethern
or Dunkers,” by Geo. N. Falkenstein.

Records of Pennsylvania German Society—Vol. X, Pg. 7.
Address of Welcome by Dr. J. F. Mentzer at Ninth Annual Meet-
ing of Society at Ephrata, Penn., October 1899.

A History of the Baptist Churches in the United States. Pg.
209.

Hazard’s Register—Vol. XV—Article by Dr. Wm. M. Fahne-
stock.

4 “An English copy of the foregoing Inventory of the goods
and Chattles rights & Credits which were of John Koomer Late
of Cocalico in Lancaster County Deceased made the 23 day of
March 1749 by us the Subscribers as Followes

As Followes Pounds Shill Pence
To wit five Cowes.......covevvninn. 11 00 00
To ten haifers or Young Cattles..... 4 i 0
To five heads of Horse Kine......... 20 00 00
To 12 heads of Sheep............... 2 16 0
To six heads of Hogs............... 1 14 00

TO SIX ———————— it 00 6 2
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Pounds Shill Pence
Rofatliplovdt ey, SHL AL Wi a3 W0l 00 15 3
To hoes and Axes and other Iron Wear 1 1 0
(Holionse  (GISES™ 51 A BT . %0t 0 S0 A 0N 00 12 2
To a pair of old Sickels............. 00 4 2
Lo tangebd t9addle: ... . c.n s ue i ios 00 15 3
Ao 0 L Grin HeNe .- - £1c oroche 3 h speshorots 00 il 0
To Kitchen Wear old books and the
rest of old Houselgoods in the Whole 15 10 6
To the Improvement on the land...... 300 00 00
Total pounds........... 359 2 : 6
Deider Markell
Didee Coquelin appraisers

Hans Zimmerman
translated by Conrad Weiser.”

*5 For this translation from the original document in idio-
matic German, I am greatly indebted to the Rev. E. Meister, of
Lancaster, Pa.

6 Accounts in the Register’s Office, Lancaster, Pa.

The Accompt of Daniel Kumor Admr. of all and singular
Goods Chattels Rights & Credits of John Kumor decd.

Imprimis. The said Accomptant charges himself with all and
singular the Goods and chattels of the said Decd. Come to the
Hands of the accomptant according to an Inventory thereof Ex-
hibited in the Registrar’s office at Lancaster amounting to  359:2:6

Also for the Advance of the Sale of the Improvement mentioned

in the Inventory amounting to 100:0:0
Also with the Advance in Sales of the Goods mentioned in the
Inventory amounting to 56:8:2
515:8:2

Item—The said Accomptant prays for an allowance of his
payment and disbursement out of the same as follows (Viz.)

Toteashopaid Damiel Cumor. +. ... .k M. nds St wiL o, 40: 0:0
To do. paid the Register for Letters of Administration.... 1: 2:6
To do. paid do. for Administration Amount Copy and 0:15:6
Allowed the Admr. for his Trouble........... ........... 8: 0:0
49:18:0

Balance remaining in the Hands of the Admr. to be Dis-

tributed according to the Direction of the Orphans’
@OITRN o Ho S JRNAS IS ORI e S s § 3 75 8 gl et 465:10:2
515:8:2

Daniel Commer
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Exhibited into the Register’s Office at Lancaster the 21rst
day of February 1750.

7 Patent recorded in Patent Book A, Volume 17, Page 98,
Department of Internals Affairs, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

8 Pennsylvania Archives, Vol. 18, Series 3, page 25, gives the
Proprietary Return for the County of Berks. Under Brecknock Twp.
we find that Daniel Komer, farmer, owned 200 acres, 1 horse, 3
cattle, and 3 sheep, in the year 1767, while on p. 104 we find that
in 1768 he owned 50 acres, 2 horses, 3 cattle, 3 sheep.

9 Records of the Orphans’ Court, Berks Co., Vol. 2, p. 248.

At an Orphans’ Court held at Reading, the fourteenth of Au-
gust, 1778, “Upon petition of Hassler and Anna Maria his wife
(late Anna Maria Kummer) Adms. of Danl. Kummer late of Breck-
nock Township in the said County Yeoman deceased setting forth
that the said Daniel Father of the said Anna Maria died about two
years since intestate leaving seven children among which is Jacob,
a minor child about 11 years of Age That the said Intestate left a
real and personal Estate which according to law descends to and
among the said Children. The petitioners therefor pray the Court
would be pleased to nominate and appoint a Guardian or Guardians
for the said minor to take care of his person and estate being read
the Petitioners choose John Pannebeker who is approved and ap-
pointed Guardian of the person and Estate of the said Minor.”

10 From the records of the same court we learn that at an
Orphans’ Court held at Reading the twenty-fourth of August, 1778,
John Kummer, above the age of 14 years, son of Daniel, asked the
Court for a Guardian, and chose Sebastian Hassler who was ap-
pointed. Also that at the same session of the Court another of the
children, Elizabeth, also above the age of fourteen years, asked
the Court for a Guardian, and chose George Breiniger, who was
appointed.

11 In the records of the Orphans’ Court of Berks County, Vol.
3, p. 287, we find this entry: “At an Orphans’ Court Held at Read-
ing in and for the County of Berks the eighteenth day of April
in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty
seven Before Henry Christ John Ludwig and John Otto
Esquires Justices of the said court ete. upon the petitioner of John
Kummer eldest son and Heir at Law of Daniel Kummer late of
Brecknock County in the County of Berks aforesaid Yeoman de-
ceased setting forth that the petitioner’s said father lately died
intestate leaving issue seven children, to wit. The Petitioner
Jacob Anna the wife of Bastian Hassler Barbara the wife of John
Knob Margaret the wife of Jacob Treitoch Elizabeth the wife
of Adam Engel Anna Maria the wife of Michael Keller the sec-
ond named of whom is yet in his minority and that the said Intes-
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tate died seized in the desmense as of fee of and in A Certain
Messuage or Tenement and Tract of Warrant Land situate in the
Township of Brecknock aforesaid adjoining lands of John Panne-
becker Adam Boemer and others containing two hundred acres
or thereabouts be the same more or less with the Appurtenances
to and among the children of the Said Intestate in such manner
and in Such Proportions as by the Law of the Commonwealth is
directed if such partition can be made without prejudice to or
Spoiling the whole But if such Partition cannot be made thereof
as aforesaid then to value and appraise the same and make report
according to the Law etc The petition being read and heard The
court do award an inquest to make Partition of the said Messuage
or Tenement Plantation and Tract Piece or Parcel of Warrant Land
Situate Lying and Being in the Towmship of Brecknock in the
County of Berks aforesaid adjoining the land Respectively of John
Pannebecker Adam Boemer and others Containing two hundred
Acres or thereabouts be the same more or less with the appur-
tenances in the said petition mentioned whereof Daniel Kummer
the Intestate in the said Petition named died seized to and among
the children and Representatives of the said Intestate in such
manner and in such Proportions as by the Laws of this Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania is directed and appointed if such partition
can be made without Prejudice to or spoiling the whole otherwise
to value and appraise the same etc. And it is further ordered by
the said Court that a writ of Partition or Valuation issue to the
Sheriff of the County of Berks commanding him to summon an In-
quest for the purpose aforesaid And the same being according is-
sued returnable the ninth day of May next.”

12 On p. 289 of the same volume of Court Records in which we
found the last entry, we also note this order. It was reported to
the Orphans’ Court on the ninth of May, 1787, that the prop-
erty owned by the late Daniel Kummer could not be divided with-
out spoiling the same. Therefor the inquest appointed appraised
the said real-estate at 400 Pounds in Gold or Silver. It was fur-
ther ordered that John Kummer should hold and enjoy said prop-
erty upon paying the shares of the several children.

13 Again in the same volume where the two preceding entries
were found (p. 286), it is recorded that on April 18, 1787, Sebastian
Hassler, late guardian of John Kummer, reported that “out of the
balance the Administrators of Daniel Kummer deceased being
ninety pounds four shillings and two pence, there are fourty pounds
nine shillings and six pence Continental money which was proved
to us on Oath to be the proper money of the Heirs of said deceased
of which said sum of fourty pounds nine shillings six pence the
within mentioned John Kummer is to receive his proper portion and
dividend from his late Guardian.”
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CHAPTER III.

THE CUMMERS AT WILLOWDALE.

N THE fall of 1796 or spring of 1797 a little caravan
I of covered wagons had started from Pennsylvania.

Among the band of pioneers were Jacob Cummer
and his wife Elizabeth with their three young children,
his wife’s father, Jacob Fisher, and some of her married
sisters with their husbands. The course of their journey
is said to have been through Niagara. First they reached
Little York or Muddy York. This, the site of the pres-
ent beautiful Toronto, was then marked by but a little
village on the northern shore of Lake Ontario, a muddy
little town at the edge of the wilds with but few inhabi-
tants. Jacob started north about four miles, following
a pathway through the wilderness laid out shortly before
by Governor Simcoe, now the famous Yonge Street. At
a spot we know as Eglington he built a little log house
where he left his family through the winter. Here his
son John was born.

From this point he went still further north until
he found a permanent location about six miles beyond
Eglington, the spot for many years afterwards called
Cummer’s Settlement and later Willowdale. He selected
about three hundred acres of land on which he com-
menced to make a home amidst the heavy pine forest.
His good judgment was shown in choosing a tract one-
half of whose acreage was pine, the rear part of the farm
being hard-wood, with fine soil and gently rolling land.
The location proved to be a wise one so he built a log-
house and commenced the labor of clearing off the tim-
ber. The earth soon began to yield a good living. Of
course the wild animals of the forest gave him as well as
all the other settlers much trouble. Bears destroyed the
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wheat, gathering the grain together with their paws,
hugging it and eating off the heads. In this manner a
large part of the crop would be destroyed. Then the
wolves killed the sheep and hogs and the foxes preyed
upon the chickens, lambs and small pigs. However, the
early pioneers were diligent and watchful and waged war
upon these pests by trapping and shooting. For this
warfare they used the old-fashioned flint-locked army
musket. Only by eternal vigilance were their enemies
destroyed.

Life in Cummer’s Settlement must have been most
lonely for neighbors were far from plentiful. Indeed
there were at first only three of them within a radius of
four miles, and to have their grain ground, they had to
go forty-five miles. As there were no roads, the grain
was carried on the backs of horses. Often as they passed
a neighbor’s house on the way to the mill they found him
out of flour. Then they would take half a bushel of his
grain with them and have it ground. When one of the
pioneers was gone over a week on such a trip, imagine
the anxiety of his lonely family! Left to themselves with
no human company, they would begin to worry, thinking
that perhaps he had been made prisoner by the Indians
or had been killed by wild animals. Then the neighbors,
sympathizing with them in their loneliness, would organ-
ize a rally and institute search. During these early days,
it is said that Elizabeth Cummer was at work in the
kitchen in the pioneer dwelling, when an Indian came to
the door and manifested his admiration for an ordinary
kitchen knife which was on the table. Fearing him and
anxious to have him leave, Mrs. Cummer gave him the
knife and thought nothing more of him. Later, this
Indian came back, making a journey from Lake Simcoe,
and bringing as a gift for her a cradle which the Indian
had fashioned in honor of her infant son John, for he
heard that he was the first white child born in the wilder-
ness north of Toronto.?

Flour was not obtained as easily then as now. Much
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of the grain was laboriously pounded out after the Indian
fashion, except that a hard-wood section was used for a
bowl and a piece of wood for a pestle. This would do
for rough bread, but for pastry and finer bread the flour
had to be ground. The trouble of going to mill was
lessened by the neighbors taking turn. In many other
ways, too, would the neighbors unite to lessen the com-
mon burden.

These wild frontier conditions did not last long be-
cause in the midst of the fight for existence the farms
were cleared and made more inhabitable, new neighbors
settled near-by, and schools and churches were built. In-
deed, upon Jacob Cummer’s farm was built the first
church in the neighborhood. It was evidence of the
yearning of these early settlers for the blessings of the
church that Jacob Cummer gave the northwest portion of
his homestead for a location and did most of the building
himself. Religious life was an important part of their
existence. Some of the men who were able to remember
the early days said that ‘“Sabbath School” was held at
nine o’clock promptly. Then came the church service at
two in the afternoon and service again in the evening.
As Jacob Cummer’s house was nearest to the church and
as the latch-string was always on the outside, it was well-
filled by his friends and all were made welcome.

When we know that the family had been Lutherans,
perhaps we wonder about the change to Methodism. In
explanation it can only be said that in those early days the
Methodist church was the great pioneer church. As one
writer expressed it, ‘“its self-denying evangelists and
earnest people served to keep alive the flame of religion
when it would have perished among the early English-
speaking settlers of Upper and Lower Canada.” So the
early settlers around Willowdale became devoted Metho-
dists, and the children of Jacob and Elizabeth confessed
this faith some time before their parents, who loyally
clung to Lutheranism although they were widely separat-
ed from their communion and aided so much in supporting
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the Methodist church. It is interesting to note that at
this time when Methodism was divided into four or five
bodies, our ancestors were Episcopal Methodists, the
branch which remained in America after the division of
the church in 1828 into Wesleyan Methodists and Epis-
copal Methodists.

While attempting to reconstruct the life of those days
we naturally desire to know something of Jacob Cummer
himself, of him who braved the perils of the unknown
wilderness that he might make a home for his family in
Canada. That he was a man of courage we may safely
say, and this courage was doubtless founded in some
measure on his religious faith. It speaks well for the
man that after laboring so hard to clear a farm, he should
give himself to the building of a church, even sacrificing
a part of the homestead he had wrested from the wilder-
ness. He was, too, a man of energy, never idle. For-
tunately he was also the possessor of a wonderful consti-
tution. Perhaps his stern and rigorous life did much to
develop a hardy physique; it certainly was not gained
through sparing himself. He was, they tell us, well read
and a2 man of more than the ordinary education. With
his other attributes he combined a mechanical genius
and in his work he could handle iron, wood, brick, or
stone. Probably nothing better could be said of any man
than one of his grandchildren said of him, that “every-
thing he did was of the most substantial character, for he
worked for good foundations, believing that if a thing
was worth doing at all, it was worth doing well.”” For
his work he had a well-arranged workshop where he made
all his own farm implements, such as cradles, snaths,
ploughs, harrows, flails, wagons, carts, and sleighs. And
best of all everything was made neatly and durably. He
worked not only for himself but also for his neighbors,
though without compensation. The Cummer plough, we
may proudly say, was well regarded and the demand was
beyond the supply.

While working at the forge or the bench, tools in
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hand, he would discuss the topics of the day with his
neighbors. Soon his shop became a center for them.
Inasmuch as he was “a politician, but not an office-holder,
working always for the best man, asking no favors for
himself,” he had a strong following. His position in that
region was shown by the fact that the neighbors referred
to him their little misunderstandings and he thus became
an unofficial but none the less recognized peacemaker,
keeping the people well disposed to one another.

In addition to his ability in other lines he was quite
clever in the treatment of horses and cattle and was much
sought after on this account. Bleeding was of course a
common practice at that time and for this work he owned
a spring lance made in England, containing several dif-
ferent blades. His skill, moreover, was frequently used
in treating his neighbors and his grandson Jacob Cum-
mer was at one time sent to htm for treatment. He says
of his grandfather, “He looked me over, locating my pain.
‘T guess I had better bleed you.” He took out his lance,
examining it carefully, wiping it. Grandmother brought
the bowl, expecting to hold it. He said, ‘Let him hold
the bowl; if he can’t, he is no Cummer,’ and I held it.
He said, “You will pass all right.””’

Everything about the Cummer farm was in perfect
shape. The shop was orderly; the barns, yards, and
stables well-kept, while the house was clean and neat,
and “there was good, wholesome cooking.” “A place for
everything and everything in its place” was the strict
rule, and one of Jacob’s grandchildren? today owns a cab-
inet which he built after this ideal. In it the plates were
kept in place by suitable gro<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>