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Preface

I~ this narrative an effort has been made to compress
within reasonable limits the most interesting and mem-
orable events of early Canadian Methodism. It has not
been thought necessary to trace its ancestry in other
lands. The starting-point—Newfoundland—might be
thought outside the legitimate sphere of Canadian church
history, but the geographical and historical relations of
the Island forbid its exclusion.

In attempting a record of the earliest years of any
people or church, the annalist is apt to find a scarcity
of material suitable to -his purpose. By careful use,
however, of all available aids, the author has endeavored
to present, with somewhat of photographic adjustment
and relation, a picture of those early days. The country,
the people, the government, and secular life generally,
influence in so many ways the Church’s activities as to
demand a place in the setting. Selection and condensa-
tion have been made the rule; parentheses, usually
receptacles for the unnecessary, have been excluded;
foot-notes and even references, except when important
and admissible in the text, have been avoided. Brief
'synopses, with strict fidelity to the original, and'indicated
by single inverted commas, frequently take the place
of lengthy articles. The publication of the * Stations”
has seemed the most effective way of giving a com-

prehensive view of the enlarging field and the increasing
laborers.



PREFACE

The author is greatly indebted to the Rev. Drs.
Cornish, Crews, Withrow, Burwash, and Professor
McLaughlin for careful reading of the MS., and helpful
suggestions ; also to several Conferences for sympathetic
and encouraging resolutions.

To the people of Canada, and especially to Meth-
odists, this volume is intrusted, with the hope that it
will help to perpetuate the fervent spirituality which
marked those early years; and that the Church God has
so greatly honored in evangelizing and moulding power
in the past may be ever true to its mission in spreading
scriptural holiness throughout this great Dominion and
the nations beyond.

Another volume, to complete the century, is well under
way, and may be ready for publication in a year or two.
To it will be appended a complete index for the two
volumes.

J. E. S.

ToroNTO, March, 1908.

PUBLISHER'S NOTE.

We desire to make grateful acknowledgment of the kindly
assistance given us in many quarters in procuring photographs
or other pictures of the pioneers of Methodism, and of early
churches, to illustrate these pages. Lack of space forbids indi-
vidual mention, and we can only express our gratitude in this
general way. Some of the portraits we secured from a faded
group picture of the Wesleyan Canada Conference of 1870, and
these, we regret, are not as clear and distinct as we could wish.
Tt is a matter of extreme regret that our extended inquiries
failed to locate portraits of such worthy pioneers as Major Neal,
William Losee, Darius Dunham, Calvin Wooster, Samuel Coate,
Henry Ryan, Franklin Metcalf and others whose names are in-
separably connected with the story of Canadian Methodism.
Should any into whose hands this volume may fall chance to
possess portraits of any of these “knights of the saddle-bags,”
we shall be glad to hear from them.
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Introductory

Political changes—France—England—Conflicts—Germany—India
—North America—Quebec—Treaty of Peace, 1763—Protest-
antism—Freedom—Methodism—Possibilities.

GreaT political changes preceded and prepared the
way for the advent of Methodism in the New World,
Over a large portion of the northern half of the con-
tinent France had claimed sovereignty almost from its
discovery. Once, in 1629, was her sway surrendered
to England, but speedily restored without any adequate
knowledge or appreciation of the territory given up.

The variable fortunes of war effected marvellous and
lasting changes in the destinies of North America.
France and England, old-time rivals at home, were
nothing loath to measure swords abroad. The middle
of the eighteenth century found them buckling on their
armor—France in alliance with Hungary, Saxony,
Russia and Spain; England with Frederick of Prussia.

The famous battle of Rossbach, in 1757, shattered the
French alliance and opened the way for the unity of
Germany. The almost complete annihilation of the
French army at Minden, in 1759, by Ferdinand, sup-
ported by Pitt with England’s soldiers and gold, was a
crushing disaster to an ambitious and over-confident
people.

Far away to the East, in the marts and upon the plains
of India, France had extended her commerce, filling her
coffers and contemplating the expulsion of English
traders. From her dream of conquest and opulence she

5



INTRODUCTORY

was suddenly awakened, and her bright vision of
supremacy dispelled, in 1757, by the appearance of Clive
and his 3,000 upon the fatal field of Plassey, where
France’s 50,000 foot and 14,000 horse faltered and fled.
Not less decisively were the covetous schemes of
France for possession of the New World foiled by Eng-
lish arms. William Pitt, the ¢ Great Commoner,” regret-
ting England’s long neglect of her North American dis-
coveries, was aroused by defiant forts and infringements
upon her colonies to withstand the arrogance of France
and arrest her progress in the West as in the East.
On this errand he despatched Generals Ambherst and
Wolfe, with land and naval forces, in 1758. After the
capture of Louisburg and Niagara came Wolfe’s trium-
phant victory, September 12th, 1759, on the Plains of
Abraham—the most decisive and far-reaching achieve-
ment thus far attending British arms in the West. Not
the “ impregnable citadel ” of Quebec alone, but all the
forts westward to the Mississippi fell into the hands of
the British. The ambitious Gallic claim to boundless
areas, and the prospect of Roman superstition over-
spreading the new continent, vanished forever. By the
Treaty of Peace, 1763, England’s possession of the vast
territory from the Atlantic to the Pacific was confirmed
and her supremacy in North America established. Thus
wonderfully was the extension of Anglo-Saxon civiliza-
tion and the benign influence of Protestant Christianity
over the whole continent made possible. Within a few
years and after many early successes Great Britain’s
formidable rival owned defeat in her boastful projects
against European powers, saw her prestige and her arms
together trodden under foot in India and her easily-
acquired domains in North America suddenly wrenched
6



INTRODUCTORY

from her grasp. Instead of blighting superstition and
paralyzing intolerance overspreading Germany, we see an
open Bible and the free institutions of Protestant Chris-
tianity swaying a united Empire; the millions of India
acknowledging and appreciating the beneficent rule of
Great Britain, and the vast continent of North America
marked by the liberty and progress of the Anglo-Saxon
race. The Seven Years” War, 1757-1763, issued in the
triumph of popular liberty in Europe, and the freedom
of Protestant Christianity, instead of the intolerance of
Roman Catholicism, in America. In these political up-
heavings and their indisputable consequences we may
well recognize the overruling of Divine Providence in
evident preparation for future spiritual as well as
material results. Even were these events not so
designed, they signally favored the mission of Meth-
odism in the Old World and prepared for its advent in
the New.

The Union Jack is ever and everywhere the symbol
of liberty for the bodies and the souls of men. It was
fitting that freedom of conscience and all other human
rights should be specially safeguarded in a new country.
Pre-eminently was this prepared for and assured in this
great North Land as the shackles of earlier days were
snapped asunder.

The ever-changing political institutions of France, the
superstitious or atheistic notions of her people, indicate
what might have been in the newer field. Canadians
may rejoice that their grand inheritance, whose possi-
bilities are as yet but dawning, did so early revert to its
original discoverers and rightful owners, assured that,
under Divine guidance, freedom, prosperity and happi-
ness await their children and children’s children to latest
ages. 7
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Methodism in Canada

(CIRLAJRATIRIR. AT

1765-1792.

METHODISM IN THE EASTERN PROVINCES.
»

Newfoundland—Coughlan—Conception Bay—Revival—Wesley—

Others — Harbor Grace—Societies—Coke—McGeary—Nova

Scotia—Treaty—Acadians — Colonists — Sackville — Wells

—Trueman—Black—U. E. Loyalists—Barry—Baltimore—

Garretson — Cromwell — Halifax—Itinerants—Members--

Anderson — Allison — Conference — Virginia — Wray —

Ordinations—Black—First chapel—Pointe de Bute—Second
chapel — Sackville—Fredericton—More preachers—Wesley’s
death.

It was fitting that to the earliest transatlantic posses-
sion of England should come the first Methodist evan-
gelist of the New World. On the tide of emigration, in
1765, Laurence Coughlan was borne to the rock-bound
shores of Newfoundland. Inured to exposure and con-
flict as one of Wesley’s preachers for ten years, he was
prepared to battle with the hardships of Conception Day.
To the spiritual destitution of the new settlers in a
strange land his sympathetic Irish heart was quickly
open. Some five thousand were already there, of whom
he wrote: “As to the Gospel, they had not the least
notion of it. Drinking, dancing and gaming they were
taught by the Furopeans who came to fish.”

13



METHODISM IN CANADA

For harvests of fish the island and its coasts had long
been held as a preserve for Bristol merchants, but only
recently had any settlement been permitted. With the
removal of certain restrictions, many fishermen and
others were attracted by the wealth of the waters and
found there a home. Among these hardy adventurers
Coughlan spent a year of earnest toil. Being desired
to continue his ministrations, on the recommendation of
Wesley he was engaged as a missionary by the Propa-
gation Society.

About this time Barbara Heck and Philip Embury
were starting the first Methodist society in New York.
For two or three years Coughlan saw but small results
from his labors, and was yielding to discouragement,
when suddenly a very gracious outpouring of the Spirit
came upon the people and many were converted. From
far and near the settlers flocked to see the new evan-
gelist and to hear his words of power. He was invited
to distant places, and for some years witnessed much
spiritual prosperity. In 1768 he reported eighty comi-
municants, and two hundred some months later. To
Wesley he wrote: “I can and do confess myself a
Methodist. The name I love, and hope I ever shall.
The plan you first taught me I have followed, both as
to doctrine and discipline.” Wesley’s encouraging
replies were much needed and highly prized. There
were many adversaries. Even professing Christians
sought to undermine his influence and thwart his efforts.
Wearied with opposition, he returned home in 1773. By
an attack of paralysis he was unfitted for further ser-
vice. Other men entered into his labors and reaped the
harvests. For a time the field was left to lay workers—
Thomas DPottle, Pierre LeSueur, Arthur Thomey, John

14
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METHODISM IN THE EASTERN PROVINCES

Stretton, etc.” Foremost among these was Arthur
Thomey, an Irish merchant, one of Coughlan’s first con-
verts, who became a useful local preacher. John Stret-
ton, whose parents were friends of Wesley in Limerick,
reached Carbonear in 1770, became a member of one of
Coughlan’s classes, and boldly carried on the work at
Harbor Grace, With his friend Thomey, he made
preaching excursions around Trinity Bay and other
places, seeing many converted and gathered into classes.
John Hoskins, who first heard the Methodists in Bristol,
1746, sailed for Newfoundland in 1775, and while teach-
ing at Old Perlican began singing Wesley’s hymns and
reading his sermons to the many Englishmen employed
in the fisheries. He gathered a class, told his experi-
ence, and was soon preaching the glad message of sal-
vation. His ordination being refused by the Propaga-
tion Society, though advised by Wesley, he continued
his labors, visiting T'rinity, Bonavista, Island Cove and
other places, often opposed, but successfully gathering
classes and building churches.

Though Coughlan when he landed in Newfoundland
was a Methodist, he had ceased to be one of Wesley’s
preachers. After his engagement with the Propagation
Society he received ordination from the Bishop of Lon-
don; and though during his first year on the island he
labored independently as'a Methodist, he was thereafter
a minister of the Church of England, but Methodistic
in his teaching and practice. On his departure, how-
ever, some of his lay workers, with others who arrived,
boldly declared themselves. Methodists, met in classes,
held love-feasts and maintained lay preaching. For so
doing they were forbidden .the use of .some of the
churches they had assisted in building. Despite increas-
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ing hostility they zealously stood by the work for some
years. 'To the labors of these men we look as the real
commencement of Methodism in Newfoundland, and may
therefore date it from their consolidation of the work in
1774-5, when we “drew up rules as like Mr. Wesley’s
as we could.”

Some of the laborers had died, others had removed,
and the work seemed so beset with difficulties that in
1784 they asked Wesley to send them a minister.
Wesley wrote Dr. Coke to visit them or send a preacher.
He made the attempt, but failed to reach the island. In
1785 John McGeary was sent by Wesley.

Nova Scoria, 1772-1791.

By the Treaty of Utrecht, 1713, Nova Scotia, then
embracing New Brunswick and covering an area of
nearly 50,000 square miles, was ceded to Great Britain.
No great inducements were offered nor efforts made
towards its colonization, but gradually a considerable
population, largely French, took possession. As years
passed, the predominance of the French and the intrigues
of their priests led to rebellion against British rule and
resulted in the Acadian expulsion of 1775—sympatheti-
cally commemorated by Longfellow. Emigrants from
the British Isles and New England colonies were in-
duced to settle upon the vacated lands, ample safe-
guards having been given for civil and religious free-
dom. Among the arrivals from England, 1772-75, were
some Yorkshire Methodists, one of whom, Charles
Dixon, purchased a large tract of land at Sackville;
William Wells and his wife built a chapel at Thirsk;
William Trueman made his home a centre for the itin-
erants and the nucleus of a numerous Methodist pos-

16



METHODISM IN THE EASTERN PROVINCES

terity ; John and William Fawcett settled at Tantramar
with sons and daughters-in-law, godly people of the
old FEnglish stamp; John Newton, the patriarch of
Cumberland; Thomas Scurr, esteemed for his piety ;
William Black, to whose ““ going from a place where he
was much wanted ” Wesley objected; William and Mary
Chapman, whose memory remains as ointment poured
forth; George Oxley, whose humble home became the

e
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THE HOME OF WILLIAM TRUEMAN, POINT DE BUTE
Built in 1799. Here William Black made his home in 1801-2

spiritual birthplace of Nova Scotia’s first itinerant, and
a few others constituting the original germ-cell of Meth-
odism in those provinces; and to them * belongs the
honor of being the first Methodists of the Canadian
Dominion.”

Among these families, meeting for fellowship and
prayer, a gracious revival broke out, in 1779, near
Ambherst. One of the converts was William Black,

2 17
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Jizy sén of William Black from Huddersfield, Yorkshire.
The instructions, prayers and tears of his loving mother,
who was taken from her family a year after their arrival
in a strange land, prepared the way for her son’s con-
version and his future life of faithful service. He was
then nineteen years of age, and became immediately
earnest in efforts for the salvation of the whole family,
Several of them soon joined him in the service
of Christ. Opposition quickly arose but did not
dampen his zeal. In many places his help was
asked, and, enlisting a few like-minded young men,
he went, his soul aglow with the words of his
Master—* Freely ye have received, freely give.”
During the winter of 1780 he visited Tantramar, and
the next year settlers on the Petitcodiac river, warning
all to ““ flee from the wrath to come.” Awakenings and
conversions crowned his labors. During 1781 about
two hundred were meeting in class in Cumberland
county. Becoming of age, and convinced that the Lord
had called him to leave all and preach the Gospel, he
consecrated himself to the work. On the 18th of
November, 1781, he set out to visit the scattered popula-
tion of the province—then estimated at 12,000—the
second Methodist itinerant in British North America.
The Bible and Wesley’s Hymns and Sermons were the
companions of his travels and the material of his stir-
ring exhortations. He visited Fort Lawrence, Sackville,
Dorchester and Hillsborough on his way to the Petit-
codiac river, the Word “ taking deep root,” and after
eighteen days returned to Amherst with an encouraging
report. In January he revisited these settlements, form-
ing classes, holding love-feasts, laying the foundations
of organic Methodism throughout his immense circuit.
18
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These providential beginnings were just in time for
the great influx of United Empire Loyalists from the
United States in 1783. 'To each of the twenty thousand
loyal sons of Britain secking refuge among the forests
primeval of the Eastern Provinces the Government made
a free grant of two hundred acres. Among those who
anchored at Port Roseway were a few Methodists from
Old John Street, New York. The youthful evangelist
met them with kindly greetings and the gospel message.
He soon discovered, however, that loyalty to the King
did not always ensure loyalty to the King of kings.
Much of 1783 Black spent among his numerous societies
in Cumberland, Liverpool and Shelburne. He preached
at Halifax, Windsor, Annapolis, Cornwallis, and during
the winter in Cumberland. John Mann and his brother
James were enlisted as helpers; also Robert Barry, who
was cheered in his work at Birchtown by a letter from
Wesley promising a preacher, books and such assistance
as he could render. Wesley wrote to Black of Dr.
Coke’s intended visit with one or two preachers. To
make sure of a supply, Black set off and met Dr. Coke
at the General Conference, Baltimore, 1784. Moved by
Black’s appeal, Dr. Coke ordained Freeborn Garrettson
and James Oliver Cromwell for Nova Scotia. In Feb-
ruary, 1785, they sailed for Halifax. In that city Gar-
retson opened his mission, and Cromwell at Shelburne.
Black, returning, preached in Boston, where so great
was the interest awakened that thousands flocked to his
ministry and he was detained several weeks in an exten-
sive revival. Garretson zealously extended his labors
throughout the province, braving danger and hardship,
winning many souls for Christ. Black returned to his
work at Cumberland and John Mann was sent to
Liverpool. 19
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The First General Meeting of the itinerants was held
in Halifax, October 10th, 1786, in the expectation of
greeting Dr. Coke. He had sailed from Gravesend, Sep-
tember 24th, with two preachers for Nova Scotia, but
by furious gales was driven to the West Indies,

Black, Garrettson, Cromwell, William Grandine, John
and James Mann took counsel together. They had
gathered about 500 members—40 in Halifax, 6o at Hor-:
ton, Windsor and Cornwallis; 100 at Annapolis, Gran-
ville and Digby; nearly 300 at Shelburne. In most of
these places church building was begun. Cromwell left,
and William Jessop was sent in his place. Halifax had
suffered from Garretson’s many calls to other places,
and Black was placed in charge. Alexander Anderson,
a student from King’s College, Aberdeen, heard the
Methodist preachers, was converted, and became very
useful. Through his influence and the reading of
Fletcher’s Checks, John Allison, of Cornwallis, became
a decided and influential fellow-worker. He repre-
sented Newport in the House of Assembly. John Black,
a brother of William, was an active local preacher.

The Second General Meeting of the preachers, held
in Halifax, October, 1787, was attended by Black, James
Mann, Grandine -and Jessop. Garrettson had been
recalled. Tidings reached them of a very extensive
revival in Virginia. Grandine succeeded James Mann
at Cumberland, and Black entered upon a tour of the
churches.

In May, 1788, the preachers met again in Halifax to
greet James Wray, appointed by Wesley to superintend
the work. He remained only a short time, and left for
the West Indies. None of the other preachers having
been ordained, Black and James and John Mann repaired

20
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to the Conference in Philadelphia, 1789, and were
ordained by Bishops Coke and Asbury, The previous
Conference had authorized the title of *“ Bishop.” Black
was appointed Superintendent, with headquarters at
Halifax. ILeaving James Mann in charge, he made an
extensive tour, administering the ordinances. Return-
ing in the aantumn, he wrote: “ How has God changed
the scene since I came here in 1786! The Society is
now eight times larger and eight times more spiritual.”
At the close of the year 575 members were reported.

At Point de Bute, N.B,, a site for chapel and burying-
ground was secured, and deeded to John Wesley and his
successors, on the 18th of September, 1788, The name
of James Wray, missionary, is on the deed. A stone
chapel was built on that site the same year. It has
the honor of being the first Methodist chapel in
New Brunswick; the first, also, in what is now the
Dominion of Canada. In the summer of 1790, at Sack-
ville, James Mann opened the second Methodist chapel
in New Brunswick.

Among the U. E. Loyalists who settled at St. John,
N.B., were lseveral Methodists. They were anxious
for a preacher and had sent a request. A local preacher,
Abraham John Bishop, of Jersey Island, volunteered for
New Brunswick, arrived at Halifax, heard their call, and
reached St. John, September 24th, 1791. Iis ability to
speak French opened his way among French settlers.
On the first Sabbath he formed a class, which soon num-
bered forty members. In a month he had another class
of fourteen at Long Reach. Pressed with many calls,
he wrote Dr, Coke for two preachers. Of the U. E.
Loyalists the greater part belonged to the FEnglish
Church; but Bishop’s letters of introduction to the Gov-

21
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ernor opened his way among them. When William
Black came, however, he was summoned before the
magistrate and, having no license, was forbidden to
preach.

In 1785 New Brunswick was made a separate prov-
ince, with Fredericton as the seat of government. Among
the British soldiers quartered there were some Meth-
odists, who, when the regiments were dishanded in 1783,
received and settled upon grants of land. In a few
months Bishop had eighty members.

The New York Conference, in 1791, appointed several
additional preachers to Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick—Thomas Whitehead, William Early, Benjamin
Ffidler, John Cooper, John Ragan and James Boyd.
These were followed by a few others later on, but owing
to prevailing U. E. Loyalist sentiment many of them
remained only a short time. In answer to Black’s fer-
vent appeals, Joshua Marsden, William Bennett, Thomas
Oliphant and James Lowry were afterwards sent from
England. Of these William Bennett proved the worthy
associate and successor of William Black, and Joshua
Marsden had the honor of opening the first Methodist
church in the Bermudas.

Smith’s “History of Methodism in FEastern British
America” so completely covers the ground that only
occasional references to this part of the vast Canadian
field will be within the range of this work.

The year 1791 brings us to two memorable events—
the death of the vencrable Wesley, and the appointment
of the first Methodist preacher to Upper Canada.
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CHAPTER II.

1780-1805.
BEGINNINGS IN LOWER AND UPPER CANADA.

Quebec—Tuffey—The Hecks—Augusta—Niagara—Neal—Warner
—Bay Quinte—Lyons—McCarty—Losee—U. E. Loyalists—
Ernestown — Prince Edward — The first class — Roblin—
Classes—Napanee—Detlor—First church—Dunham—Catara-
qui — Augusta — General Conference — Coleman — Wool-
sey—Wild beasts—Keeler—Ostrander—First loaf—Hungry
year — Incidents — Coate — Wooster — Quarterly meeting—
Wildfire — Jewell — Dow — Sawyer — Anson — Herron —
Pickett — Vanest — Madden — Tomkins — Rideau — Mem-
bers—Draper—Crowell—Others—Bangs—Mohawk — Woods
—Bay of Quinte—Dance—Whiskey—Indians—Fever—Con-
ference — "IT'hames — 600 miles — Oxford—Delaware—Mush
and milk—Fever and ague—Long Woods—Detroit—Mont-

. real—Mervin—Sawyer—Ruter—Quebec—Madden — Howe—

Others—Slavery.

IN 1780 a commissariat officer of the 44th Regiment,
stationed at Quebec, a local preacher whose name was
Tuffey, held services among the immigrants. He con-
tinued his efforts till 1784, when, the war being over,
his regiment was disbanded and he returned to England.
Many of his comrades remained in the country, and
probably continued his work.

Paul and Barbara Heck, John Lawrence and his wife
—the widow of Philip Embury—and her son, Samuel
Embury, part of a small company of persecuted Protes-
tants from the valley of the Rhine who found refuge in
Ireland and accepted the teachings of John Wesley. In
1760 they crossed the Atlantic and assisted in founding
Methodism in New York. After a few years there, a

short stay and some good work near Lake Champlain
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about 1775, they removed to Lower Canada, and in
1785 to the township of Augusta, lot 4, 3rd con-
cession. There they formed themselves into a class,
with Samuel Embury as leader. Near his home a
church was built, since known as the “Old Blue
Church.”

Another British soldier, George Neal, a major of
cavalry, after the example of Webb in New York and
Tuffey in Quebec, opened his commission at Niagara.
He had been most wonderfully spared when his regi-
ment was all cut off, and promised the Lord that he
would serve Him. After the war, by the preaching of
Hope Hull, he was reminded of his vow. In a dream
a two-edged sword, bearing the name of Wesley, was
given him. He joined the Methodists, began to preach,
and was received on probation for the ministry in the
United States, But his health failed, and he was obliged
to desist. In 1786 Major Neal crossed the Niagara to
take possession of lands granted him as a British officer.
As a true Methodist and a zealous local preacher,
he visited the scattered inhabitants, preached in their
houses and continued his efforts for some years. So
earnestly did he denounce prevailing vices that some of
the baser sort, exasperated, resorted to violence. Many,
however, were converted, and the way was prepared for
the regular ministry. Among the many young converts
gathered into classes and well reported of in after years
was Christian Warner, who had entered the army in
1777 and drawn land in the township of Stamford. He
was made a leader, an office he worthily held until his
death in 1833—“a pious, useful and steadfast man.”

The Rev. George Ferguson tells of meeting many
persons in 1812 who ascribed their conversion to Major
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BEGINNINGS IN CANADA'

Neal; others, also, on the Long Point circuit, where he
had the great pleasure of meeting the venerable man
who was the first to raise the Gospel standard on the
Niagara frontier, and who, though in his seventieth
year, with silver locks, was still eloquently proclaiming
the heavenly message.

As these pages were going through the press we
received the following particulars from the Rev. William
H. Garnham, B.A., of Port Rowan:

“It was only on April 1st I discovered that Major
Neal spent a considerable portion of his life and died in
this neighborhood.

“ After receiving your letter I walked out to what is
called the Backus Burial-ground, and found his grave
and also that of his wife. The inscriptions on the tomb-
stones, which are unpretentious, are quite plain. The
graveyard is very much neglected, but T hope to have it
put in better shape.

“ Major George Neal was born in South Carolina in
1750. He joined the British Army at the time of the
Revolutionary War and became a major. At the close
of the war he returned for a time to his native State
and was engaged as a school-teacher. One night in his
sleep he imagined he was giving orders to his men at
the front, and was overheard by the people with whom
he boarded. He soon found it expedient to leave that
region. He proceeded first to Halifax, thence to Dundas
and subsequently to I,yons’ Creek, where he bought or
built a grist-mill. ‘T'hen, feeling it was his duty to preach
the Gospel he rented the mill and started his work.
After the taking of Fort George by the Americans he
sold his mill and came westward to what was formerly,
Cope’s Landing, on Long Point Bay, now the village of
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St. Williams, where he purchased two hundred acres of
land.

“Major Neal had three daughters. The eldest,
Desire, married Adam Procunier; the second, Mary,
married Capt. Elijah Hazen, in 1817, and had a
numerous family; the Rev. George Neal Hazen, B.A.,
of Goderich, is one of their descendants. The youngest
daughter, Esther, married Col. John B. Hutchinson, with
whom Major Neal and his wife lived, a short distance
north of Port Rowan, until their death.”

Since writing the above we received a letter from Mrs.
C. McConkey, of Bayham, Ont., a great-granddaughter
of Major Neal, enclosing a clipping from the Aylmer
Express, of December 24th, 1889, from which we glean
particulars of the discovery of the graves of Major and
Mrs. Neal. The article reads as follows:

“In last Saturday’s issue of the Mail Mr. A. H.
Backus, of this place, gives an account of his discovery
in Walsingham recently of an old marble headstone in
the old family burying-ground in that township. It was
at the base of the trunk of a tree and almost completely
hidden from view with roots and grass. When cleared
away the following inscription was found: ‘In Memory
of the Rev. George Neal, a major in the British Service
during the American Revolution, and the first Methodist
Preacher in Canada West; who died Feb. 28, 1840,
Aged go Years.” Close beside it stood another slab with
the following inscription: ‘ In Memory of Mary, wife of
Rev. Geo. Neal, who died July 6th, 1841, aged 80 years
and 11 months. She belonged to the first Methodist
class in Canada West.” Mr. Backus removed the grass,
roots, etc., out of respect for the memory of the departed,
and found the graves in a first-class state of preserva-
tion. From some of the oldest residents in that neigh-
borhood Mr. Backus learned that the Rev. Neal was a
man of letters, very powerful, and weighed about three
hundred pounds.” 26
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Another starting-point was the Bay of Quinte, whither,
in 1788, came a young school-teacher named Lyons. He
began his work in Adolphustown, and being an exhorter
he visited and prayed with the families, awakening an
interest which led to several conversions.

About the same time James McCarthy, an Irishman,
who had been converted under Whitefield in the United
States, entered Canada at Kingston. Reaching Ernes-
town, and finding some Methodists, he held meetings
in their houses. Not being of the Church of England,
he was opposed and arrested, but released on Robert
Perry giving bail for his appearance at Kingston. By
the sheriff he was quickly dismissed, but his enemies had
him secretly conveyed down the river and what became
of him could never be found out.

The year 1790 was made memorable by the coming
of William Losee, the first regular Methodist preacher
in the territory named the next year Upper Canada. He
was a probationer in the New York Conference, author-
ized by, Freeborn Garretson, his Presiding Elder, to visit
the North country. He crossed the St. Lawrence in
January, 1790, and preached as he journeyed through
Matilda, Kingston and on to Adolphustown, where he
found some of his former U. E. Loyalist friends and
preached in their houses. Losee was about twenty-eight
years of age, an earnest, awakening preacher; and,
though afflicted with a shrivelled arm, was a fearless
horseman. On leaving, after a few months, he was the
bearer of an earnest request to his Conference for a
preacher. By the next Conference, at Albany, N.Y,,
Losee was appointed to Kingston and the Bay of Quinte
country,

In the year 1791 the Province of Quebec was divided
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into Upper and Lower Canada. The population of the
Upper Province was computed at 20,000. About one-
half of these were U. E. Loyalists, who in loyalty to
their King had abandoned their homes in the United
States and entered Canada amid untold hardships and
privations, settling along the St. Lawrence and upper
lakes, resolved to brave the perils of the wilderness under
the flag they loved.

In February, 1791, Losee was on his new field taking
up appointments in Kingston, Ernestown, Fredericks-
burgh, Adolphustown and Prince Edward. The Word
was received with gladness and the saved of the Lord
were many. In the house of Paul Huff, Adolphustown,
on the Hay Bay shore, he formed his first class,
Another house in which he held service was that of
Mrs. Roblin, whose husband, Philip, had died in 1788.
Her son John was among the penitent seekers of sal-
vation. He was soon earnestly warning his young
associates, whose leader he had been in many frivolities,
and in time became a highly-esteemed local preacher.

In Ernestown a second class was formed, February
27th; and the third, in the house of Samuel Detlor,
March 2nd—the day on which the venerable founder of
Methodism closed his eyes in death. Thus was the
great work which Wesley had so successfully carried
on in the Old World being started in the New—the root-
ing of a vigorous offshoot whose abundant fruitage may
be no small share of his crown of rejoicing. At the
time of Wesley’s death societies had been formed
throughout Great Britain, the Isle of Man, the Norman
Isles, the United States, the West Indies and the British
American Provinces, the members numbering about
120,000 and the preachers over 5o0o0.
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FEarly in 1792 the congregation at Hay Bay prepared
for the building of a church, “ thirty by thirty-six feet,
two stories high, with a gallery.” The subscription list
of the first Methodist Church in Canada is worthy of
preservation. Some of the names have become historic:
Paul' Huff £10, Peter Frederick £4, Elizabeth Roblin,
£12, William Casey £7, Daniel Steele £3 10s., Joseph
Ellison £5, William Green £1, William Ruttan £ro,
Solomon Huff £2, Stephel German £2, John Green £2,
Peter Ruttan £4, Joseph Clapp £5, John Bininger £1,
Conrad Vandusen £15, Henry Hoover, £8 10s., Casper
Vandusen £2, Arva Ferguson £3, Daniel Dafoe %2,
Andrew Embury £2, Henry Davis £4, Willlam Ketche-
son £2. Considering the scarcity and value of money
at that time, these subscriptions were a worthy begin-
ning and an example for all time. The descendants of
many of these families are still resident in the vicinity
and have not forgotten the church of their fathers.

In May of the same year Losee undertook the build-
ing of a second church, in Ernestown. Among the
principal helpers were James Parrot, John Lake, Robert
Clarke, Jacob Miller and others. So soon as the
churches were closed in, without doors or internal fin-
ishing, they were used for worship. Unpretentious as
they were, they were the typical precursors of the thou-
sands which are to-day the “bulwarks of our land.”
Several of the early members became exhorters and
local preachers—John Roblin, Stephel German, Daniel
and Matthew Steele, etc, The expanding work, extend-
ing into six townships, with 165 members, called for an
ordained minister, and at the next Conference Darius
Dunham was appointed. The old name of the eastern
part of the circuit—Cataraqui—was applied to the whole.
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On Saturday, September 15th, 1792, Dunham held his
first Quarterly Meeting in Mr. Parrot’s barn, Ernestown.
On Sunday there was a general gathering of the mem-
bers from many townships for the love-feast and sacra-
ment of the Lord’s Supper—the first administration by a
Methodist minister in Upper Canada. It was a refresh-
ing season, worthy of grateful commemoration by the
multiplying hosts of our Zion. Dunham entered the work
as a probationer in 1788, and, having heard Losee’s
account of Canada and the call for an ordained man,
volunteered and for seven years labored in the new
field. He was a man of strength, in mind and body;
no such voice as his had before resounded through
Canadian forests. His bold rebukes and faithful
admonitions caused many to tremble. Annoyed by an
infidel’s attempts at ridicule, he turned his eyes upon
him and with withering scorn exclaimed, “ Shall Chris-
tianity and her votaries, after passing through fire and
water, after vanquishing priests and philosophers—shall
the servants of God be frightened by the braying of an
ass!”

When bantered by a newly appointed magistrate for
riding a fine horse instead of an ass, as did his Master,
Dunham retorted with an excuse for not following so
good an example because “ the Government had made up
all the asses into magistrates.”

Overhearing a young woman ask her companion if
she would join the church, and the reply, “I don’t care
if T do,” Dunham quickly advised, “ You had better
wait until you do care.”

A young man had a grudge against Dunham because
of the conversion of his wife, and came to the house
where he lodged with an axe. By the calmness of the
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preacher and the intervention of the host and hostess
the infuriated husband was subdued to penitence and
soon converted.

Losee was sent to open up a circuit by the St. Law-
rence in the townships of Elizabethtown, Augusta, Ed-
wardsburgh, Matilda, Williamsburgh, Osnabruck and
Cornwall. By some misadventure the circuit was called
“ Oswegotchie,” a name imported from across the river.
It was Losee’s good fortune to enter into the work of
his fore-runners, Barbara Heck, Samuel' Embury and
other Palatine settlers, many of whom were there to
greet him, There were also disbanded soldiers, Scotch
and German, U. E. Loyalists and other newcomers,
among whom Iosee gathered a harvest of souls. By
the end of his second year he reported 255 members,
including such names as Peter Brouse, John Van Camp
and others of renown.

On his former circuit a young lady of estimable
qualities had awakened Losee’s admiration. On his
removal his full-fledged successor proved a more success-
ful suitor, and before I.osee was aware had won the
idol of his heart. Though he sought solace by a return
to his own country, his deep grief cast its shadow over
his future career; but his attachment to the people of
his choice and his devotion to the work of God con-
tinued steadfast to the end of life.

The first General Conference of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church was opened in Baltimore, November 1st,
1792. ‘The whole work in Canada seems to have been
left to Dunham, with such local assistance as he could
secure. The name of the Kingston circuit was changed
to Cataraqui. There was an apparent loss of seventeen
members.
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In 1794 “ Elder ” Dunham and James Coleman were
appointed to the “Iower circuit,” and Elijah Woolsey
to the “ Upper.” Coleman, of Presbyterian parentage,
converted under the Methodist ministry, was called into
the itinerancy in 1791, at the age of twenty-five. Three
years later he volunteered for Canada and started with
Woolsey. Fifteen nights in succession they went ashore
and built fires to keep away the wild beasts. Their
rations sank to a cracker a day. For five years Coleman
labored unsparingly in his new field and won many
souls. )

Woolsey had travelled but one year when, in 1794, he
courageously offered to accompany Coleman into
the northern wilderness. Arriving at a house as the
people were gathering for service, his thoughtful hostess
showed him into her buttery for lunch. Before he could
finish his hasty meal, she shouted, “ Brother Woolsey,
the house is full of people!” “I will be out and at
them in a minute,” said he; and he was, with right good
effect. His Canadian {friends were much taken with
“the young stranger,” and were loath to lose him the
next year.

In 1795 Coleman was appointed to the Fastern cir-
cuit, Elijah Woolsey and Sylvanus Keeler to the Bay
Quinte, and Dunham to Niagara—the three circuits
having a meémbership of 483. Keeler was converted in
Elizabethtown, and in 1795 entered the ministry.
Though lacking early education, he applied himself so
diligently that he became an effective preacher. He
was also a good singer, his voice clear, melodious and
strong. He was often away from his wife and chil-
dren for months at a time. Their claims and neces-
sities compelled his early location, but he continued
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to labor for the Master, was the instrument of much
good and after a few years re-entered the itinerancy.

A sample of pioneer privations and expedients is
given in the experience of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew
Ostrander, who settled near Niagara. They were eager
for a loaf of wheaten bread from their first harvest. As
there was no mill, he pounded the grain but knew not
how to remove the bran. His wife’s resourceful genius
came to the rescue. Remembering her old Sunday bon-
net, not needed in the woods, she ripped out the lining,
and taking the coarse millinet used in shaping, she
stretched it over a hoop, sifted out the bran, then joy-
fully and thankfully they ate the first loaf from wheat of
their own sowing. Mrs. Ostrander lived to be one hun-
dred and four years of age and died in 1864—a Meth-
odist for more than threescore years and ten.

Many new settlers had at times to subsist on nuts,
leeks, greens and the bark of trees. Destitution was
extreme in the ‘“hungry year”—1793-4—when hun-
dreds barely escaped starvation.

A few extracts from a sketch of those early times,
written by Mrs. Harris, daughter of Mr. Samuel Ryerson
and niece of Egerton Ryerson, may give some idea of
the hardships encountered by U. E. Loyalists and other
settlers:

‘It would be much ecasier for a family to go from
Canada to China now than it was to come from New
York to Canada then. A boat must be purchased, large
enough to hold family and goods, groceries, farming
implements, pots, tools, etc., yet not too large for the
portages. On my father’s arrival at Niagara he was
advised to scttle at Long Point. The heavy bateau was
transported from Queenston to Chippewa, twelve miles,
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and they were twelve days making one hundred miles.
After a scrutiny of many miles the boat was run into a
small creek, a tent spread, and preparations made for
a house. Of six men hired in New York and paid in
advance, five deserted at Niagara. Father and son
were prostrated for weeks with lake fever. When
recovering, a flock of wild turkeys supplied food for
many days. Other men in quest of land arrived and
helped to build the house, in which my mother felt as
if in a palace. A cow was bought, goods collected—
ready for cold weather. Long Point now boasted four
inhabitants in twenty miles along the shore. Travellers
came almost nightly for a lodging. My father had
brought flour and salt pork; wild turkey and partridge
were easily bagged; ducks could be shot from our door.
The cow browsed upon the maples, and was tied at the
door by night for safety from the prowling wolves and
bears. With early spring came sugar-making, planting
potatoes and sowing of maize. Raccoons, squirrels and
bears destroyed the grain and the settlers had to depend
upon the Indians for bread. There was no mill nearer
than the Short Hills, seventy miles distant. Lucky was
the family that owned a coffee-mill in 1797. In one of
these my father’s men, getting out timber for building
a mill, ground the maize at night for next day’s meals—
johnny-cakes, mush and milk. My father put up two
or three small log-houses for the poor people whose
labor he required. Wolves were the pests of the coun-
try, ever on the watch for the settlers’ stray sheep. For
clothing all had to depend on flax and deer-skins.
Wives and daughters learned to weave. The pedlar’s
pack, with print or muslin at eighteen shillings a yard,
shawls, handkerchiefs and stockings, tape, pins and
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needles, at similar prices, was like the opening of a
show-room to-day.’

In 1796 Samuel Coate and Hezekiah Calvin Wooster
took the places of Keeler and Woolsey. Calvin Woos-
ter, as he was commonly called, began his “brief but
powerful ministry” in New England, and after two
years volunteered for Canada. Three weeks he spent on
the way, lodging every night under the trees, and arrived
at Bay Quinte in time for Quarterly Meeting. °‘ After
preaching on Saturday,” says Nathan Bangs, ‘ while
the Presiding FElder, Darius Dunham, withdrew with
the official brethren, Wooster remained to pray with
some under awakening. The power of the Most High
seemed to overshadow the congregation. Many were
filled with joy unspeakable, and others prostrated on
the floor. The Presiding Elder, returning, gazed in
silent astonishment, then began to pray God to stop “ the
raging of the wild fire.” Wooster knelt beside the
Elder, whispering, “I.ord, bless Brother Dunham!
Lord, bless Brother Dunham!” Soon Dunham fell pros-
trate, and received a baptism of the very fire he had so
deprecated.” This was the commencement of a revival
which spread through the whole province.

The people were ever telling of Wooster’s doings.
Looking with yearning tenderness upon a young but
unconverted couple presenting their child for baptism,
he asked if they would not first give their own hearts to
Him who had given them that lovely child. As they
answered in tears, he asked all present to join him in
prayer for these parents, Then with living faith they
consecrated their babe to God.

Two years of very effective but exhaustive labor in
Canada ended Wooster’s ministerial work. His lungs
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were weak, his voice broken, and in June, 1798, he went
home to die. On his way through the township of
Durham he was the means of the conversion of three
young men, who became preachers. He lingered until
November 6th, “ an example of patience and resignation,
strong in the faith and love of Jesus.” .

The mantle of the first ascending Canadian itinerant
rested upon others who entered into his labors. The
widespread revival he was the means of initiating raised
the membership in 1797 to 795 and the next year to
899.

In place of the lamented Wooster came Michael Coate.
At the Conference of 1799 Joseph Jewell was made Pre-
siding Elder. Lorenzo Dow was sent “ to break up new
ground ” in Lower Canada, but soon left for Ireland.
There was an increase of about 100 members for the
year.

In 180 Dunham located, Samuel Coate was removed,
Keeler re-entered, and four new men arrived—Joseph
Sawyer, William Anson, James Herron and Daniel
Pickett. The year closed with 1,159 members. The
erection of a church on the Niagara Circuit was under-
taken in 1801 by Joseph Sawyer, aided by Christian
Warner, in whose house the services had been held for
several years. It was known as “ Warner's Meeting
House "—near the present village of St. David’s.

In 1802 Joseph Jewell attended the Conference in
Philadelphia and secured some recruits—Peter Van
Nest, Nathan Bangs, Thomas Madden and Nehemiah
Tomkins. Van Nest was sent eastward. One of his first
efforts was to reach a settlement on the Rideau—four-
teen miles, without road qr track. He secured a guide,
but guide and preacher were soon lost in the woods.
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Taking his own course, Van Nest struck an Indian trail
and in a wigwam was taken care of until next morning,
when he was sent on his way with a fine leg of venison.
Another time he travelled twenty miles, seeing plenty of
wolves but no house. On the Bay of Quinte, circuit, to
reach an appointment he had to travel thirty-four miles
through the ““Mohawk Woods,” without a stopping-
place. In summer he halted half-way, where the Indians
had camped, to let his horse feed; in winter he carried
oats in his saddle-bags and fed them on the snow. Once
he led his horse three miles over the Bay of Quinte on
the ice; the next morning there was no ice to be seen.
“Thus the Lord saved me from many dangers, seen
and unseen. Glory be to His holy name for ever!”
After a meeting on the Long Point circuit, a genteel-
looking man asked him to preach in his house—a tavern,
-with a large ball-room. “ Sir,” said Van Nest, ““ you don’t
want meetings in your house,-and the Lord knows you
don’t!” On his way home he said to himself, “ How
did that man read my heart?” He was converted, sold
no more whiskey, and gave his ball-room for worship.
Nathan Bangs came to Canada as a teacher and
surveyor. Under the earnest preaching of Coleman and
Sawyer he was converted. In 1802 he was asked by
Presiding Elder Jewell to assist him. After brief train-
ing he was sent to develop a circuit around Long Point.
He became so discouraged that he determined on leav-
ing, but by the flooding of the Grand River he was pre-
vented. His way brightened, conversions were multi-
plied, and a general revival throughout Niagara and
Long Point circuits, with an increase of three hundred,
reconciled him to being received at Conference. His
next circuit was the Bay of Quinte, for which he set off,
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October 17th, with his Presiding Elder. Through mud
and water they reached York, then out Yonge Street to
an appointment next evening, where Bangs was desired
to remain a few days.

On the way east his horse died. A gentleman offered
to lend him one if he would stay and preach. This he
did, and went on his way rejoicing. He found the
settlements few, the roads very bad, the people poor
and little inclined to religion. From house to house he
visited, preached in school-houses and barns, the crowds
sitting, standing, applauding or objecting, according to
the easy ethics of primitive life, and requiring skilful
generalship with lively hymns and earnest words to win
attention. But many an arrow went home and exten-
sive revivals resulted. At one of his services some of
the baser sort, enraged by the preacher’s forcible denun-
ciation, resolved to waylay him. He was delayed, how-
ever, and an innocent neighbor encountered their rage.
“Thus God saved me from the ravening wolves.” He
often carried oats for his horse, tied him to a tree, and
slept where he could. “ But God was with me, blessing
my own soul and the people.” One Saturday night he
came to a stream he could not cross. Making his way
to an Indian trader’s house, he sought help, but in vain,
as a dance was coming on. He was asked to stay, and
the woman of the house kindly gave him supper. He
was soon surrounded by a group of curious listeners,
and the dance might have been forgotten had not the
master of ceremonies rallied his guests. By midnight
he had the friendship of the trader and an interesting
audience. Then the Indians claimed a share of his
attention, with the trader as interpreter, ending with the
Chief clasping the preacher in his arms, begging him to
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come and tell these things to his people. But whiskey
was at work also, and had it not been for Bangs’ media-
tion the giddy mirth might have had a fatal ending.
Next morning, with assistance, he crossed the swollen
stream, wondering at the experiences of the night, and
reached his appointment.

Steadily he rode, visited and preached until autumn,
when an epidemic of typhus fever called him among the
sick and the dying. He was seized himself by the dread-
ful malady, and attributed his recovery to his drinking
freely of a pail of water sedulously forbidden. After
lying for seven weecks he was so enfeebled and broken
in voice that for months he was unable to preach, and
his power of speech was marred for life.

After two years of hard work on the slender allow-
ance of twenty dollars a quarter, he left the Bay of
Quinte circuit for the New York Conference. On his
way he visited his aged parents and preached in their
house. Another stopping-place he found on the Hud-
son, in the beautiful home of Freeborn Garretson, whose
wife, born to opulence, kept open doors for weary itin-
erants while her zealous husband was abroad on errands
of salvation. By this first visit was Bangs identified
for life with this Methodist home and its godly occu-
pants. At the Conference he was ordained deacon and
then presbyter, that he might administer the ordinances
on his next circuit. In his first year he had received
a letter telling of the destitution of the Thames country.
He told Bishop Asbury, who said, “ You shall go, my
son.” Conference over, he saddled his horse for a ride
of six hundred miles, through swamp and forest, to a
region as yet not entered by any itinerant, and noted for
miasma as deadly as that which had already shattered
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his health. With fifteen dollars in his pocket he headed
for Kingston, and through the scene of his last year’s
labors; then with William Anson to Yonge Street, and
Daniel Pickett to Niagara, where he visited his sister,
who had heard of his illness but not of his recovery.
Refreshed in spirit, replenished in purse, and cheered by
another wayfarer, he started afresh. August 4th, in
Oxford, he met some old friends in a Quarterly Meet-
ing; then thirty miles to Delaware—" a bundle of straw
for a bed, mush and milk for supper”; August 1oth,
at daybreak, off for forty miles— neither road nor
blazed trees, a little Indian bread and dried beef in our
pockets. About sunset, lighting upon a Frenchman’s
hut, we were kindly supplied with Indian pudding and
milk. After prayer with the family we slept soundly
“on a bundle of straw, and arose invigorated in body and
mind. Seven miles farther and we were at the Mora-
vian mission, dined with one of the missionaries, and
then joined in an Indian service.”

Fifty-four days after leaving the New York Conference
Bangs halted by the Thames, at the home of Mr. Lemuel
Sherman, who bade him welcome. By riding many
miles on Saturday he had his house filled on Sunday
morning to hear the Methodist preacher. He told them
of his conversion, preached on repentance, and offered
to come again if they so desired. All rose to their feet,
and one appointment was assured. Through invitations
and open doors he was soon preaching from Mosa in the
east, along the shores of Lake Erie, through Tilbury,
Romney, Mersea, Gosfield, Colchester and Ambherst-
burgh to Detroit. In the autumn fever and ague com-
pelled him to withdraw to Niagara. His long journeys
had not been without trying exposures and memorable
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deliverances. Once he mounted his horse with a fellow-
traveller for the ‘‘Long Woods,” between Moravian-
town and Delaware; a few inches of snow, sleet, mud
and swollen streams on their way. By night, on the
banks of a stream, further progress impossible, having
some food, flint, steel and tomahawk, a wigwam of
branches was quickly prepared and a glowing fire
kindled. Having fed their horses oats by the trees, they
ate, drank and prayed, then slept to the music of the
moaning winds. The fire burning low and the cold
increasing, they were early astir and by break of day
again on their way. No effeminate indulgence, but
many a valiant courier ventured beyond his power of
endurance. In out-of-the-way places kind hearts were
found. ‘I preached,” says Bangs, ‘in the house of an
Indian woman, widow of a French-Canadian. She
reminded me of the Shunammite, for she prepared for
me, in an upper room, a bed, a table, a chair and a
candlestick. In this room I preached, ate and slept.
After my first visit, in shaking hands she left a dollar
in my palm.” ‘In Detroit a thunderstorm caused an
early closing of the service before the candles had
burned to the sockets—in which some young men had
placed powder. So the explosion did not occur.’

In 1803 Samuel Merwin was sent to Montreal. He
spent some time in Quebec also, but did not find it easy
to gain a foothold. In later years he was spoken of as
“ dignified in person, powerful in eloquence and mighty
in labors—one of the most popular preachers of the
day.” Joseph Sawyer also visited Montreal and found
a few persons who had belonged to the Society in New
York. Mr. McGinnis, his sister and others assisted him
in securing the use of a school-room, and became his
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first members. In 1804 Martin Ruter was appointed to
Montreal. He was only nineteen, but had been preach-
ing three years. He tried Quebec also, but in neither
city did he receive great encouragement. The next year
he returned to the United States, where a career of great
usefulness opened to him. William Mason, another
Canadian sojourner, had also a future of much success.

Thomas Madden, with his father and family, entered
Canada in 1789, and settled in Ernestown. In 180z he
was received on probation in the New York Conference
and sent to Long Point. His next appointment was to
Bay Quinte. After his ordination he was given charge
of Oswegotchie, and then of Smith’s Creek.

In 1803 some of the preachers were recalled and their
places filled by Samuel Howe, Reuben Harris and Luther
Bishop. Population was steadily increasing, and the
prospects of the country brightening. About 150 vessels
visited Quebec during the summer. Two papers—the
Gazette and Mercury—were published in Quebec; and
one—the Gazette—in Montreal.

Up to this time slavery had existed in Canada, about
300 slaves being held in the Districts of Quebec, Three
Rivers and Montreal. By a decision of Chief Justice
Osgoode, in Montreal, in 1803, declaring slavery un-
lawful, every slave was set free—thirty years before the
system was abolished by the home Government. In
Upper Canada the further introduction of slaves had
been forbidden in 1793.

At the second session of the Upper Canada Parlia-
ment a bill was passed authorizing some other ministers
than those of the Church of England to perform the mar-
riage ceremony ; but it was burdened with unreasonable
conditions and did not extend to Methodist ministers.
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CHAPTER IIIL

1805-1811.
THE FIELD WIDENS AND THE WORKERS INCREASE.

Stations—Coate—Ryan—Case—Camp-meeting — Perry — Robin-
son—Long Point—Yonge Street—Smith’s Creek-—Marriage
— Stations — Whitehead — Hecks — Prindle — St. Lawrence
— Snyder — French — Quebec — Montreal — Church —
Whatcoat — McKendree — Stations — Holmes — Others —
Conference—Bangs — 1808 — Bowman — Butler’s Rangers—
Falls — Case — Indians — Cornwall — French — Increase—
1809 — Stations — Detroit — Incidents — Tears — Fruits —
Yonge Street—Augusta—Three Rivers—Marriage—Steamer
—Conference, 1810—Stations—Ryan—Hardships—New names
—Jower Canada — Eastern Townships — Montreal — Peter
Brouse—Coate—Samson—Langlois—Asbury in Canada.

StATIONS, CaNApA DistricT, 18035.

Samuel Coate, Presiding Elder. llv)Iem‘
eTs,
Long Point—Luther Bishop ..........ccooiieieiiini.n. 125
Niiggara—Gershom Pearce .........c..oceeeeieiasenceiae, 500
Smith’s Creek—Thomas Madden ............ccoeeee... } 8o
Yonge Street—Daniel Pickett ................oooi.n
Bay Quinte—Henry Ryan, Wm. Case .................... 510
Oswegotchie—Sylvanus Keeler, Nathan Bangs ........... 457
Ottawa—Robert Perry .....ooevieiiireenieenianeanns 95
Montreal—Samuel Coate ........c.cevveimaecianecioacns 20
1787

Tue graceful and eloquent Presiding Elder, accord-
ing to Dr. Carroll, “ was evidently a very extraordinary
person for such a day and country. He swept like a
meteor over the land and spell-bound the wondering
settlers. Nor was it astonishment alone he excited; he
was the successful instrument in the conversion of
hundreds.” 43
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Two other men entered Canada this year, contrasts,
yet complements to each other—Henry Ryan and Wil-
liam Case—destined to leave their impress on the plastic
cause they took in hand to mould. The central part
of the work, Bay of Quinte, was placed in charge of
Ryan—an Irishman, tall, athletic. His great strength
was shown in quietly dismounting and landing a would-
be antagonist over the fence. A voice of surpassing
power accorded with his massive frame and brawny
arm. Bishop Hedding described him as “a very pious
man, with great love for the cause of Christ and great
zeal in his work as a minister.” The energy and success
which marked his early ministry were deemed suitable
credentials for the work in this new and northern field,
while his birth and up-bringing made the appointment
welcome to himself. As his colleague William Case
was sent. He was American-born, slight, mild and
meek. The shrinking meekness and clinging faith of
Moses proved qualifications for leadership quite as essen-
tial as the giant strength and impulsive courage of Sam-
son; and Case, in humility, fidelity and consistency dur-
ing more than forty years of prominent position in our
Methodist Israel, won more enduring triumphs than fell
to the lot of his gifted co-laborer, for the time his
superior in office. Ryan and Case entered heartily upon
their labors and had a year of prosperity. One of their
first efforts was the holding of a camp-meeting—a
novelty in Canada. Nathan Bangs attended the meet-
ing and gave a graphic account of it—the preparations,
announcements, the interest awakened, the tented forest
sanctuary, processions coming for miles, the outbursts
of prayer and praise, the word of power, the cries of
penitents, the shouts of deliverance and joyful testi-
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monies through all the days of the Feast of Tabernacles,
closing and crowned with marching songs of thanks-
giving. The revival there kindled spread through the
district and far beyond. These hallowed, soul-saving
forest gatherings proved acceptable and suitable to scat-
tered communities none too well provided with gospel
privileges. ‘They harmonized with the earnest, evan-
gelizing spirit of Methodism and proved mightily effec-
tive in awakening and arousing whole communities.

Robert Perry, of a U. E. Loyalist family, Bay Quinte
circuit, was enlisted this year for the itinerancy, and
sent fifty miles through the Glengarry forests to a
mission on the Ottawa, initiated the preceding year by
John Robinson. Included in the Long Point circuit
were settlements in Burford, Needham, Windham, Char-
lotteville, Walsingham, Houghton, Malahide, Dorches-
ter, Yarmouth, Southwold, Oxford, etc. The Niagara
circuit extended across the Peninsula, taking in about
twenty townships. The old “Home District” was
divided and Yonge Street circuit formed, which included
Little York and the townships to Lake Simcoe. Accord-
ing to Nathan Bangs, ‘ On Yonge Street, which was a
settlement extending northward from Little York for
about thirty miles, there were no societies; all the field
was new and uncultivated except some Quaker neigh-
borhoods.” Another circuit formed was Smith’s Creek,
around and below Port Hope, and included the town-
ships of Sidney, Murray, Cramahe, Haldimand, Hamil-
ton and Hope.

On the 27th of April, 1806, Nathan Bangs was mar-
ried to Miss Mary Bolton, of Edwardsburgh, and in May
he attended the Conference in New York City.
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StaTions, UppEr Canapa DisTricT, 1806

Joseph Sawyer, Presiding Elder.

II\JIem
ers,
ang Lot Tihomas M ad demnsn, SRS SN NSEISTSRIPSRTA S 0r 120
Niagara—Thomas Whitehead, Robert Perry ............. 520
Yonge Street—Daniel Pickett ............ .............. 30
Smith’s Creek—Luther Bishop............cocoeeieeenni... 76
Bay Quinte—Henry Ryan ...........c.coooereeonnnnnii, 656
Oswegotchie—Gershom Pearce, Wm. Case .............. 558
St. Lawrence—Sylvanus Keeler ................coo.uu...
1960

Lower CANADA DiISTRICT.

Samuel Coate, Presiding’ Elder.
Montreal—Samuel Coate ..............coccceeieiiiion... 20
Quebec—Nathan Bangs ...............cccoeeuiueenenni...
Ottawa—Andrew Prindle ...............................
Dunham and Fletcher (N. Y. Conf.)—H. Eames, R. Harris
Stanstead—Philip Ayer ....... ... . ... .iiieii....

Thomas Whitehead had entered the work in 1790, and
the next year was sent to Nova Scotia. After preach-
ing a few years he married and went into business.
Returning to New York, he volunteered for Canada, and
was sent to Niagara—the beginning of many vyears of
faithful service in this country.

William Case, on coming to Augusta and to the home
of Paul and Barbara Heck—the first representatives of
Methodism in that region—missed the early occupants,
Paul having died fourteen years and Barbara two years
before his coming. But some of their fellow-workers
and their descendants were there. The residence
of Samuel, their third son, a local preacher, was
near the church and the burial-ground to which
were consigned the remains of his revered parents.
John, the eldest son, had died in Georgia the year before,
and Jacob, the second son, was in Quebec. Other
active laymen were John Van Camp, Peter Brouse,
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Michael Carman, John Bailey, Paul Glassford, Alexan-
der Rose.

Andrew Prindle, the first probationer of Canadian
birth, proved his mettle on the Ottawa, the newest and
roughest part of the field, and had a fruitful year.

William Snyder, able to speak both languages, was
appointed a missionary to the French. His first efforts
gave promise of success, but the people were so effec-
tually warned and threatened by their priests that he
despaired of any good and entered the English work.

Nathan Bangs volunteered for Quebec. He arrived
on a Saturday, delivered a few letters of introduction,
and held a service Sunday morning. Quite a number
attended, but only a few times. His expenses were
heavy, and seeing little prospect of a congregation or
support he left for Montreal. The few members—Mr.
and Mrs. Jacob Heck, Mr. and Mrs. Peter Langlois—
were taken in charge, towards the close of the year, by
Mr. Coate. In Montreal he began the erection of
a stone church on St. Joseph’s Street. Leaving the
cause in the care of Mr. Bangs, he went to the United
States and Upper Canada seeking subscriptions. Re-
turning, he proceeded to Quebec and gathered a class of
ten members.

A year of hard work on widely extending fields
yielded an increase of nearly three hundred members.

The death of Richard Whatcoat, one of the American
General Superintendents, occurred July 5th, 1806—an
humble and faithful servant of God.” At the General
Conference, 1808, William McKendree was elected to
fill his place. This Conference was henceforth to be
constituted of delegates elected by the Annual Confer-
ences in proportion to the number of preachers.
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StaTioNs, UppEr CaNapA District, 1807

Joseph Sawyer, Presiding Elder.

beis.

Long Point—Henry Ryan ...............cocuiuenine.. .. 156
Niagara—Nathan Bangs, Thomas Whitehead, Ninian

SIS 0 b s o T TR e g ¢ S 704

Yonge Sireet—Andrew Prindle ...............co..c..... 45

Smith’s Creck—Robert Perry .........coocooiiiiii ... 100

Bay Quinte—Luther Bishop, Elias Pattie ................ 696
Oswegotchie—Dan. Pickett, Isaac B. Smith, Cephas Hulbert 529
St. Lawrence—Samuel Cochran ................c.vuen... 20

Lower Canapa DISTRICT.

Samuel Coate, Presiding Elder.

Montreal—Thomas Madden ..............cooeuuenni... 20
Quebec—Samuel Coate .......viueriee e, 10
Ottawa—William Snyder ............ccoooiiiininiienon.. 105

2383
Dunham (N. Y. Conf.)—Gershom Snyder ............... 291
Stanstead (N. Y. Conf.)—Levi Walker .................. 124

Some of these changes did not take effect. Mr.
Bangs remained in Montreal. Mr. Madden went to
Quebec, and a supply was sent to Niagara. Mr. Coate
was released for his projected mission to England on
behalf of the Montreal church.

Ninian Holmes was a Canadian, of fair education,
 demonstrative and powerful.”

Elias Pattie, received on probation, was large of stat-
ure, zealous and emotional, presenting a striking appear-
ance in breeches, stockings and buckles.

Isaac B. Smith was another probationer, a good
preacher, the future son-in-law of Henry Ryan. When
prosecuted for performing the marriage ceremony, Smith
successfully pled his own cause.
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Cephas Hulbert proved an effective helper to Pickett
and Smith in a successful year.

Samuel Cochran, on the St. Lawrence circuit, made
good proof of his ministry, and his way was opened to
future eminence in his own country.

The records of the year closed early, as the Con-
ference was to open April 6th, in New York. The
increase in Canada was 110, making a total of 2,660,
not counting the two border circuits which extended
into American territory.

This -was Mr. Bangs’ last year in Canada. In the
latter part of January, 1808, with his wife, he visited
her home in Edwardsburgh. On the way to Confer-
ence he studied the work of Methodism, and gained
acquaintance with leaders in Church and State. Espe-
cially was Bangs’ inquisitive mind drawn to the investi-
gation of church polity and the advisability of a dele-
gated General Conference. Associating with gifted men,
his abilities were perceived and acknowledged.

In Canada the Methodist preachers were giving more
attention to general education, encouraging grants to
district grammar schools and promoting the circulation
of good literature. '

StaTIONS, 1808—UPPER CANADA DISTRICT.

Joseph Sawyer, Presiding Elder.

!;)Iem—

€ IS,
Nigrara=—Hlcn iy Ryan, IsaacyB. Smitht ...e.0c.oa:aaae. 701
A = N ] S CEIE o P E
Long Point—Thomas Whitehead ...........cccovvuennnn 195
Yonge Street—Robert Perry .......ooviiiiiiiieeiiaansns 45
Smith’s Creek—Elias Pattie ......cccoceeviancerosecccans 105
Bay Quinte—Ninian Holmes, Cephas Hulbert ........... 649
Augusta—Daniel Pickett, John Reynolds ................ 347

© St. Lawrence—Chandley Lambert ..........cocceeeeneens 43
Cornwall—William Snow .....ceeceverenaccriaaaneannens 35
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Lower CANADA DisTRICT.

Samuel Coate, Presiding Elder.

Montreal—Thomas Madden ............................. 16
Oniebec=SamauclMCochran | P 3. cPryry- s BT R ) s % 13
Otaeva=— Nl liam IS iy d e s s e v RS S AT S 117

2356
Dunham (N. Y. Conf.)—Oliver Sikes ................... 307
Stanstead (New Eng. Conf.)—Charles Virgin............ 119

The number of circuits and preachers was increasing.
The Niagara circuit was divided and the Ancaster por-
tion given to William Case, who had returned to the
country of his adoption after a short sojourn in his
native land, where he had been ordained the previous year.
Bowman’s Chapel was his chief appointment, a few miles
from the “ Methodist Mountain,” where the city of Ham-
ilton has since grown. At Peter Bowman’s home, for
the long term of sixty-five years, Methodist preachers
were always welcome. Bowman, like most of his neigh-
bors, was a U. E. Loyalist, and he was the first recording
steward of the circuit.

The first class was formed by the Rev. James Cole-
man, in 1796. Among the early members were Ann
Smith, Peter Bowman and wife, Jacob Smith and wife,
Joseph House and wife, and Duncan Spears, the first
leader. After a short time Jacob Smith succeeded to the
office and held it while he lived, rejoicing in the over-
sight of children and grandchildren for forty years.
Many of these early Methodists had belonged to Butler’s
Rangers, of Revolutionary fame. The next class was
formed in the township of Barton, with Richard
Springer for leader, on whose farm a chapel was built.
He had in this class: Sarah, his wife, John and Hannah
Aikman, John and Sarah Springer, Margaret Springer—
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the leader’s mother—Peter and Florence Ferguson,
Hezekiah Lockwood, Charles and Lena Depuy, Peter
Jones, George Stewart, George Stewart, Jr., Ann Stew-
art, Caleb Forsyth and Nathaniel Hughson. Two
highly esteemed local preachers were Peter Bowslaugh
and S. Cline.

Mr. Case re-entered the province with difficulty, as
an embargo prohibited the bringing of goods across the
line. ‘At first,} said he, ‘I was perplexed and knew
not what to do; so I went to the hay-loft and asked the
Lord to open the way. Hearing a stranger say—*“I
should not wonder if the missionary jump into a boat,
take his horse by the bridle and swim round the em-
bargo,” I did so, and landed safely in Canada.’

His circuit included the townships of Ancaster,
Beverley, Flamboro’ East and West, Nelson, and Tra-
falgar. The country on the lake shore was called the
“New Purchase,” having been recently bought from the
Indians, excepting a small reserve at the Credit. The
main road was the beach, with ferries over the Humber,
Mimico, Credit and Sixteen Mile Creek. Dundas street
was not yet opened.

The condition of the Indians around Burlington and
the Credit early awakened Mr. Case’s sympathy and
efforts. The residence of- Col. Brant, son of the “ Old
Chief,” of Revolution fame, was near the head of the
lake. Near by were mounds filled with bones, hatchets,
arrow-heads and other memorials of Indian warfare.
According to Indian tradition, the Chippewas were in
possession of the hunting-grounds and fishing-streams
which the Mohawks of Western New York coveted.
They invaded the country, but after fierce battles were
compelled to withdraw. After the Revolution the Mo-
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hawks of the Grand River were admitted by the Govern-
ment, in acknowledgment of their aid to British arms.
The spiritual destitution of the tribes became a subject
of increasing concern to Mr. Case, as the sequel will
show. His year was one of revival and general prog-
ress. John Reynolds was received on probation this
year. With his father he had come from Hudson, N.Y.,
in 1796, and settled on the Thames, where under the
ministry of Nathan Bangs in 1803 he was converted.
In the autumn of 1807 he was sent to supply Niagara.
The imported name Oswegotchie disappeared and the
territory was divided into the Augusta and Cornwall cir-
cuits. On the latter appears a new name—William
Snow-—remembered for tender and thoughtful care of
the societies. In the old Register is an entry: “ Samuel
Cochran, son of Samuel and Aunn Coate, born in
Edwardsburgh January 29th, 1808, and baptized by the
Rev. Joseph Sawyer, March 13th, 1808 "—which indi-
cates the Presiding Elder’s esteem for one of his men,
naming his son after him.

Though the population of Lower Canada was chiefly
French, there were English-speaking Protestants suffi-
cient to demand and reward the labor of Methodist
ministers. The city of Quebec, with its soldiers and
citadel, the chief point of embarkation and immigration,
the great lumber mart, the general rendezvous of ocean
fleets, the gathering-place for merchants, travellers and
marines, presented a clear call to watchful itinerants.

Though the preponderance of the French, wedded to
their national and ecclesiastical systems, afforded little
encouragement for Protestant teaching, there were
usually found among other nationalities some to accept
gospel ministrations. FEarly and repeated efforts paved
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the way for permanent results. Methodism became
intrenched within the walls of Canada’s strongest fort-
ress, commissioned to do its share in dispelling the dark-
ness of Romanism. The little company of ten members
reported by Samuel Coate in 1807 grew to thirty-five
under his successor—two hundred years after Cham-
plain laid the foundations of the city.

The increase for the year was 280, making the total
membership 2,540, not counting the two border circuits.

According to the custom of the times, there was a
general change of places for the next year. . As the
quickest way to give a bird’s-eye view of the whole field
and an introduction to the new men, we continue to give
the list of stations.

Stations, 1800—UprpeEr CaNaDA DISTRICT.

Joseph Sawyer, Presiding Elder.

Mem-

1ers.

Niagara—Henry Ryan, Robert Perry .................... 550
RS =S A LB T100 (A S s 300
Long Point—Thomas Whitehead ........................ 195
Detroit—William Case, missionary ..............ccoovennn —
Yonge Street—John Reynolds .............ccovvevuene.. 102
Smith’s Creek—Cephas Hulbert 130
Bay ‘of Quinte—Chandley Lambert, Joseph Lockwood. .. .. 632
itessia=—Niniany Flolmes, .o shl ol oot st 347
SR Eacrrence—WAlliam: SHOW ! .. ..o oveteeacoeeenoonanai 65
Croiri e =D R U S 0 0. T TS L R s 40

Lowrr CANADA DISTRICT.

Samuel Coate, Presiding Elder.
Monrerl==Josephl "Sculll g, Lo e s 28
Three Rivers—Joseph Samson ..........c..ovieeeeeneness -
Quebec—George McCracken .........oooeniieininienens 35
Ottawa—Thomas Madden ............c.ooiiiiiiiiiieenn, 116

2540
Dunham (N. Y. Conf.)—Lansford Whiting .............. 262
Stanstead (New Eng. Conf.)—Squire Streeter ........... 105
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The name given to William Case’s new mission is
misleading, as the greater part was in Canadian terri-
tory. This will be made clear by a few extracts from
his letter to Bishop Asbury, which we find published in
full in the English Methodist Magazine, 1811:

May 16th, 1810.— According to your appointment 1
set out from Ancaster for Detroit, June 22nd, not with-
out many fears that I had neither gifts nor graces for so
important a charge, so that I waded through deep waters
as well as deep mire most of the two hundred miles to
the Thames, and then another hundred to Detroit. I
preached in different places as I passed along. The
Lord greatly blessed my soul and showed me in a dream,
by an orchard in bloom, that this “ wilderness should
blossom as the rose.” After a week at the Thames, and
seeing some stout-hearted sinners weep under the Word,
I proceeded through the French settlements to Malden,
preached to a large congregation, and thence to the
New Settlement, near the head of Lake Erie and fifty
miles from Detroit. This is perhaps the most wicked
part of America, even the priests, I understand, after
service, joining their people in dancing and playing
cards. Other amusements are horse-racing and gam-
bling, with excessive drinking. The Sabbath they make
a special day for visiting, hunting and fishing. I was
told there were some who would not hesitate to take
my life if they could do it without being detected. I
felt my soul in a flame; I loved these men and could
weep for them, yet in the discharge of duty I feared
neither men nor devils. So in the name of Jesus Christ
I exhorted, even commanded them to awake, repent and
turn to God. Some there were, however, who received
me with true Christian affection, some who began to
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awake and trim their lamps five years ago, when
Brother Bangs sounded the alarm among them; but
being left without help they soon relapsed. After my
first and second sermons, flowing tears showed the dis-
quietude of their souls. As they mourned I rejoiced.
The mighty Spirit was present, and, “What shall I do
to be saved?” was heard through the settlement. In
their houses and fields I conversed and prayed with
them. Houses formerly given up to carnal sports were
opened for the worship of God. You might have heard
the woods ring with the cries of penitents and the joyful
notes of praise. In nine weeks we had a society of
thirty, about half of them rejoicing in the pardoning
mercy of God. On account of this revival I did not
reach Detroit until the end of September. By per-
mission of the Governor, the Council House was pre-
pared for worship and filled. Some were awakened
and a society may be formed. On the Thames we have
about ten in society and others under conviction. In
Malden and the New Settlement we have about eighty
members and some forty praying families, The circuit,
on the Canada side about 240 miles, will have twelve
regular appointments. I think another preacher will be
necessary on the Detroit side. My expenses on the
mission, about $30, I have received; also my salary,
$80. I left $10 on the circuit for another preacher and
have brought some assistance to the Conference.’

Fruits of these pioneer labors were found after many
years in such men as Joseph Wigle and Joseph Malott,
who greatly aided in extending the work through Gos-
field, Essex and parts adjacent. Surely William Case,
who went forth weeping, bearing precious seed, did not
return without his sheaves.
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For the Yonge Street circuit, John Reynolds had
buckled on his armor afresb and at the close of the
year reported an increase of fifty. _

On the Smith’s Creek and more easterly circuits a
general increase was realized.

The Presiding Elder of the Lower Canada District
wrote that the new chapel in Montreal was nearing com-

FIRST MONTREAL CHURCH

pletion and likely to be well filled. Preparations were
being made for building one in Quebec also. A new cir-
cuit was formed at Three Rivers—so named because of
two islands at the mouth of the St. Maurice dividing its
waters and giving the appearance of three rivers. A
few miles up the river were beds of iron ore, and forges
were at work before the British conquest. Among
many French were some English miners, to whom a
missionary, Joseph Samson, was sent. Thomas Madden
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took his bride from the comfortable home of David
Breckenridge, Augusta, to share kind hospitality but
very limited quarters in Mr. Hyatt’s log house at
Lachute. The far-reaching Ottawa circuit proved
responsive to Mr. Madden s incessant labors and yielded
a fair increase.

A memorable event of the year was the launching of
the “ Accommodation,” November 3rd, the whole city

-

THE OLD CONGER CHAPEL]

About two miles from Picton. Built in 1809, and said to be the oldest
Methodist Church still in use

turning out to witness the sight. She was built by Mr.
John Molson, of Montreal, the first steamer upon the
mighty St. Lawrence, and made her trial trip to Quebec
in thirty-six hours.

The new Genesee Conference, embracing Upper
Canada, met in Lyons, N.Y., July 2oth, 1810, presided
over by Bishops Asbury and McKendree. Three pro-
bationers from Canada—Daniel Freeman, Joseph Lock-
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wood and John Reynolds—were ordained deacons; and
two—Joseph Sawyer and Cephas Hulbert—were located.
The Lower Canada District, in which was Samuel Coate,
was transferred to the New York Conference.

Startions, 1810—UppER CANADA DISTRICT

Henry Ryan, Presiding Elder. Mem

bers,

Niagara—Andrew Prindle, Joseph Gatchell .............. 657
Ancaster—Daniel Freeman .............ooveuviueneennnns 320
Long Point—Robert Perry .............coeieiiiininn .. 180
Thames, Detroit—Ninian Holmes ...............ccuuuun.. 78
Yonge Street—Joseph Lockwood ........................ 1§
Smith’s Creek—John Reynolds .............cooviuiinnnnn 125
Bay Quinte—Thomas Whitehead, Peter Covenhoven...... 622
Augusta—FElias Pattie ..........cciieiireniinninneennnns 404
St. Lowrence—Edward Cooper ..........coeeeeineennnens 66
Cneuai—IBela s ISTIthi .t . ek« o e 40

Lower CanNapAa DisTRICT.
Joseph Samson, Presiding Elder.

Montreal—Joseph Scull ......... ..ot 28
Three Rivers—Joseph Samson .............oovevenienenn.s 8
Quebec—James Mitchell .........ccciiiiiiiiiierinnnens 40
St. Francis River—Robert Hibbard .............. ... ... —
Ottawa—Thomas Madden .................... 5o NG T 116

2795 ¢
Dunham (N.Y. Conf.)—Heman Garlick, Timothy Minor. 319
Stanstead (N. Y. Conf.)—David Kilbourn ............... 129

William Case became Presiding Elder of Cayuga Dis-
trict, N.Y.; Samuel Coate, through failure of health,
located in Montreal. Henry Ryan’s vast district ex-
tended from Detroit to Cornwall. Leaving his homie
and family at Niagara the Elder would start on his toil-
some three months’ tour of a thousand miles. His enter-
prise and courage stamped him as a leader of men; bhis
ability and consecration augured well for his District.

The scanty stipend of those days, not exceeding two
or three hundred dollars a year, rendered destitution
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inevitable and occasioned gravest anxieties to ministers
so long from home. A few years of such hardships com-
pelled many, for the sake of their families, to withdraw
from the work. Joseph Sawyer, after thirteen years of
efficient service, during which he was Presiding Elder,
located and settled on a farm in Matilda but still faith-
fully served the Church. McCracken, Snow and Lam-
bert were called to other fields. Several new names
appear—James Mitchell, Heman Garlick, David Kil-
bourn, Bela Smith, Edward Cooper, Peter Covenhoven,
Daniel Freeman and Joseph Gatchell.

Notwithstanding more rigid discipline and closer scru-
tiny of returns, there was an increase over the whole
ground, though lessened to an apparent decrease by the
separation of the St. Lawrence circuit. The new St.
Francis circuit was named from the river of that name
flowing through the Eastern Townships, the choicest
agricultural portion of Loower Canada, unsurpassed for
scenery in either province and settled by English-speak-
ing people.

Mr. Coate, writing of the brightening prospects of
the Montreal society in the new church, says: °Last
winter I visited Upper Canada and witnessed the trium-
phant death of my mother-in-law. After sending mes-
sages to all her absent children, she cried, “ Come, Lord
Jesus, come quickly!” Thus a sister of Philip Embury
and one of the first and most faithful of our society in
Upper Canada finished her course in peace.

‘ Peter Brouse, one of the older members, rafting tim-
ber to Quebec, took a violent cold. Reaching home, he
lay for some weeks, with the greatest confidence in God.
At his request a prayer-meeting was held in his room.
His anxious concern was for his sons, George and
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Peter, for whose conversion before his departure he
prayed earnestly. Soon one found peace, and in
a little while the other; then they embraced their dying
father, whose soul was in holy triumph.’

It was in one of these Saturday night prayer-meetings
that Mrs. Coate, in her girlhood, was converted; and
in the old circuit register are recorded the births and
baptisms of all the nine children.

Mr. Coate’s business in Montreal did not prove suc-
cessful. He visited England, hoping by his expert pen-
manship to retrieve his fortunes, but was again dis-
appointed. After a severe surgical operation the end
came quickly. Rev. William M. Harvard jattended him
and bore testimony that ‘amid the swellings of Jordan
he found firm footing on the Rock that was higher than
he.’

The appointment of Joseph Samson as Presiding
FElder was probably due to his seniority and his ability
to speak French as well as English. Being a bachelor
and his circuit of limited extent, he was able to give more
attention to the District than Mr. Madden with a wife
and very large circuit could have done.

Peter Langlois, of Quebec, was appointed leader, an
office he worthily filled for many years.

Dunham circuit made substantial progress, and Stan-
stead had an increase of 75.

The membership in the two provinces rose to 3,337.

“Tf spared, I shall see Canada before I die,” said
Bishop Asbury in 1809; but not until 1811 was his
hope realized.

‘On Monday, July 1st, says Rev. H. Boehm, his
travelling companion, ‘ we reached the Indian village of
St. Regis, on the St. Lawrence, with Rev. Bela Smith,
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of Cornwall, for our guide. We crossed the river in
romantic style. The Indians lashed three canoes
together and put our horses in them—their fore feet in
one canoe, their hind feet in another. It was a novel
load—three canoes, three passengers, three horses and
four Indians. We were a long time crossing, nearly
three miles, and did not reach the other side—Cornwall
—until Tate in the evening. The Indians claimed an
additional dollar each, which we cheerfully paid. About
midnight we reached the hospitable home of Evan Roise,
where the Presiding Elder, Henry Ryan, met us.’ ‘I
called,” says the Bishop, in his diary, ‘on Father Dul-
mage; Bro. Hicks lodged with David Breckenridge,
and we rode twelve miles before breakfast to Elizabeth-
town.

¢ Sunday, in a large unfinished house, we met at 8
o’clock for love-feast—about a thousand souls.

He preached and held love-feasts on his way to King-
ston, where he preached in the new chapel on the 15th.
‘Our ride has brought us through some of the finest
country I have seen—timber of noble size, cattle well
shaped and well fed, the crops abundant on a most fruit-
ful soil. Surely this is a land the Lord hath blessed.
The pain in my foot is so severe that I cannot much enjoy
the great kindness of these people.” TLameness prevented
the Bishop continuing his journey westward; he took
boat for Sackett’s Harbor, thence to Conference at
Paris, N.Y.
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1811-1815.
THE WAR PERIOD.

Stations — Books — Population — Shipping — Napoleon —

Wellington—India—Spain—Pitt—Nelson — United States—
War rumors—Brock—President—Upper and Lower Canada
—War—Invasion—Michigan—Queenston — Brock’s death—
— Victory — St. Lawrence — Repulse — Stations, 1812 —
Vacancies — Quebec — Parliaments, 1813—York captured—
Sackett’s Harbor—Case—Burlington Heights—Lake Cham-
plain — Proctor — Tecumseh — Harrison — Wilkinson —
Chrysler’s Farm — Niagara burned—Retaliation—1814—La
Cole Mills — Oswego—Lundy’s Lane—Washington—Treaty
of Ghent—Locations—Supplies—Conferences—Culp—Coke—

Ceylon—Ryan.

StATIONS, 1811—UPPER CANADA DISTRICT.

Henry Ryan, Presiding Elder. Lli)em.
ers,
Niagara—Isaac B. Smith, Peter Covenhoven ............. 527

Ancaster and Long Poini—George W. Densmore, Enoch
BUTdockI e SN, ol . e Bl R . 560
Detroit—Ninian Holmes, Silas Hopkins .................. 134
Yonge Street—Andrew Prindle .......................... 95
Smith’s Creek—Joseph Gatchell ......................... 120
Bay Quinte—Thomas Whitehead, Edward Cooper ........ 655
Augusta—John Rhodes, John Reynolds .................. 450
2550

Lower CANADA DistriCT.

Joseph Samson, Presiding Elder.
Montregl—James Mitchell ..................cc.covin.... 35
St. Francis—Robert Hibbard ...................... 1 47
Three Rivers—Joseph Samson ............c..ceoeevvun.. 18
Onebec—Hosephi iScull=h M A 05 e LiBeth Lo st Se 26
Ottawa—Samuel Luckey .........ccoiiiiiiiiniinininennn. 116
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Mem

bers.

Dunham (N. Y. Conf.)—Stephen Sornborger, Timothy 1
NETER pe L S odih.A B O A e SRR RR TRy S QR Sy, | pst 335
Stanstead (New Eng. Conf.)—Joseph Dennett ........... 200

Removed—Garlick, Kilbourn and Nadden.
Located—Pattie, Perry, Freeman and Lockwood.

Of the new men, Samuel Luckey was afterwards
known as Presiding Elder, Book Agent, Editor, and
president of a college.

The previous year had shown an increase of 572,
attributable in some degree to the zeal with which
the ministers circulated good books. Dr. Carroll says:
‘The principal Methodist families were better supplied
with standard books in theology and religion than simi-
lar families are now.” Papers and periodicals were
few, and the news of the papers, by reason of the slow-
ness of communication, was often of no very recent date.

The population of Upper Canada had grown to about
80,000, and of Loower Canada to about 220,000. Quebec
was becoming noted for shipping, fifty new vessels hav-
ing been built during the year and five hundred anchored
in her harbors. But the peaceful prosperity of the coun-
try and the steady advance of religious interests seemed
in danger of interruption.

Distant as America was from Europe, political and
military interests held them in close connection. Ten
years of incessant warfare, involving most of the nations
of FEurope, closed with the Peace of Amiens in 1802.
But the prime mover in many of those conflicts, Napo-
leon Bonaparte, was loath to bridle his ambition for con-
quest. Ever after his successful collision with the
British at Toulon, in 1794, England had been the
supreme object of his envy. Even when his efforts
were apparently directed against other nations, they
were, in the main, covert attempts upon England. His
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schemes in India proved abortive. His conquests in
Spain were sadly discounted by his humiliation in Por-
tugal before Wellington and the never-forgotten Torres
Vedras. The disaster of the Nile, the vanquishing of the
French and Spanish fleets at Malta, the transference of
that mighty fortress and the supremacy of the Medi-
terranean to his most dreaded opponent grated upon
his memory and fired his ambitious spirit. Flushed by
his sudden elevation as First Consul of the French
Republic, with the added dignity of Emperor quickly
assumed, strong in the support of his people, confident
of their financial and military resources, no possible tri-
umph, far or near, so excited his genius as one across
the Channel. He chafed to see his forty millions held at
bay by fifteen. ““Let us,” said he, “ be masters of the
Channel for six hours and we are masters of the world!”
Enlisting the ships of Spain, and marshalling 100,000
soldiers at Boulogne, he was ready to embark for a
descent upon the sea-girt isle—little dreaming that, on
the first whisper of a threatened invasion, thrice his
hundred thousand would line those coveted shores, and
never suspecting Pitt's coalition with Russia, Austria
and Sweden in his rear. Staggered by this continental
combination, he did not cross the Channel; and his
sudden turn to meet the allied armies was Nelson’s
opportunity to shatter the French and Spanish fleets, off
Trafalgar, October 21st, 1805. Though foiled in his
direct attack upon England, Napoleon’s continental suc-
cesses made it appear possible for him to close most
Furopean ports to British trade and thus undermine
the commercial supremacy of his great rival. Remem-
bering also that France had championed the American
Revolution, her gold and the soldiers of Lafayette sus-
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taining Washington’s columns, he sought the concur-
rence of the United States in closing their ports to
British ships. This proved the beginning of renewed
friction between England and the American Union, and,
in 1811, gave rise to rumors of war. The British pro-
vinces were sensitive to the possibilities and effects of
such a rupture. Provincial interests, religious as well
as secular, must be thereby imperilled. But the peace-
loving Canadians scouted the probability of a conflict.
For a time, therefore, the preachers and people of the
Methodist Church worked on. But the disquieting fears
they had sought to lull were soon intensified by threaten-
ing procedures and rumblings that presaged a storm.

President Madison,, in his Message to Congress, had
advised action, and 25,000 men were enrolled.

Major-General Brock, in the Upper Province, and
Lieutenant-General Sir George Prevost, in the Lower,
were on the alert, making defensive preparations.

The Parliament of Lower Canada, in January, 1812,
voted £12,000 for militia and £20,000 for defence; also
£30,000 additional, as required. The Upper Canada
Parliament voted £5,000 for defensive preparations.
After the declaration of war large sums were granted in
both provinces. Canada was not ready for war; her
militia was not even enrolled, and there were but 4,500
regulars in the country. News of the declaration of
war was received in Canada on the 24th of June. On
the 6th of July the entire militia force was ordered to
be in readiness. General Brock, notifying Captain Rob-
erts, in charge of a British fort in ILake Huron,
requested him to take possession of Isle Mackinac, an
American fort, and the key to Iake Michigan. On the
12th of July General Hull, with 2,500 men, crossed from
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Detroit to Sandwich, but was driven back by the Cana-
dian force—a few regulars, the militia, and some Indians
under Chief Tecumseh. General Brock arrived with
reinforcements, August 13th, crossed the river with
1,300 men, forced Hull to surrender, seized Detroit and
took possession of Michigan—a terrific upsetting of
Hull’s over-confident proclamation.

The Americans, beginning to realize that the taking
of Canada would prove a more difficult undertaking than
they had surmised, redoubled their efforts, dividing their
army into three parts—one for the west, another around
Niagara, and the third by Lake Champlain. The cen-
tral division crossed Niagara, October 13th, and gained
possession of Queenston Heights. General Brock arriv-
ing with reinforcements and advancing to dislodge the
enemy was struck by a rifle-ball and killed. The Cana-
dian troops suffered repulse, owing to the superior num-
bers and the vantage-ground of the enemy; but they
rallied on the arrival of General Sheaffe with three hun-
dred men, renewed the attack and cleared the Heights,
taking nearly a thousand prisoners.

Brock’s personal character and military bearing had
won the confidence and admiration of the army. Even
the enemy showed their respect for him by firing
minute-guns during the funeral. “ General Brock
engaged the Indians to throw away the scalping-knife,
implanting in their hearts the virtue of clemency and
teaching them to feel pleasure in extending compassion
to a vanquished enemy. In return they revered him as
a father, and while under his control were guilty of no
excesses.”

American marauding parties crossed the lines at dif-
ferent points, but won only disaster and the condemna-

66



THE WAR PERIOD

tion of many of their own people, who declared, ‘there
was nothing in history more disgraceful than this war.

The Rev. Fitch Reed records an instance of brotherly
love overcoming the enmities of war. Some appoint-
ments of the Dunham circuit were in American terri-
tory. In a house built upon the line a Quarterly Meet-
ing was held, and there the brethren enjoyed each other’s
fellowship without danger of arrest. It is related that
at Niagara, before war was declared, officers from the
American fort frequently came over the lines to attend
divine service and were on friendly terms with the
British officers. After service at St. Mark’s, General
Brock, taking up two little girls in his arms—the relater
and her sister—said, “ Good-bye, my rosy-cheeked little
Yankee girls;” then, turning to the American officers,
said, “I suppose when we meet again it will be as
enemies.” Dut the amenities of war are no recompense
for its ills.

For the year 1812 Canadians have to their credit the
capture of Detroit and with it possession of Michigan, the
victory at Queenston Heights, and the repulse of Dear-
born at Lacolle. The Americans had a succession of
mortifying discomfitures, relieved only by trivial suc-
cesses on the lakes.

The appointments for Canada, though made at the
Conference of 1812 amid difficulties, were practically a
dead letter. A meeting of the preachers called by Elder
Ryan in the summer, at Mr. Benjamin Corwyn’s, near
Lundy’s Lane, was attended by Thomas Whitehead,
Andrew Prindle, John Reynolds, FEnoch Burdock,
George W. Densmore, John Rhodes, Elias Pattie and
David Culp.

As a sample of the extent of circuits in 1813 we may
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take Long Point: “ It extended from Long Point through
Norwich, Oxford, Blenheim, Burford, Ancaster, the vil-
lages of Dundas and Hamilton, down Dundas Street to
Little York, and up Yonge Street to Lake Simcoe.” To
John Rhodes and David Culp, with such local volunteer
help as they could enlist, was this vast region committed.

Religious services were in many cases attended only
by women and children, as the men were at the front.

Nathan Bangs, appointed to Montreal, and Presiding
Elder of the Lower Canada District, could not cross the
lines. His enforced severance caused deep regret. In
Montreal the Methodists rallied round the Rev. Samuel
Leigh, sent at their request by the English Conference.

Sergeant Webster, of the 103rd Regiment, ministered
to the Quebec society until his removal to Upper Canada
in 1813. Peter Langlois, leader and local preacher,
stood by the work, with occasional assistance from the
Montreal minister, until the arrival of the Rev. John
Strong from England in 1814.

Robert Hibbard proceeded to the Ottawa circuit. In
the early autumn, on his way to visit the St. Francis
circuit, in crossing the St. Lawrence he was drowned.

Early in 1813 the Parliaments of Upper and Lower
Canada voted supplies for the war. In the rigor of
winter the 104th Regiment marched from Fredericton to
Quebec. With fourteen armed vessels the Americans,
in April, captured York and Fort George. General
Proctor successfully repelled invasions in the west.
From Kingston Sir George Prevost, with a thousand
troops and several vessels, attacked Sackett’s Harbor, but
withdrew after suffering as well as inflicting heavy loss.
The Rev. William Case wrote the Rev. N. Bangs: ‘ A few
hours after the battle I witnessed scenes of death and
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carnage more moving than I ever saw before. Numbers
lay cold in death! Many of our acquaintance were
there, among whom were many brethren in the Lord.
We were conducted through the hospitals and conversed
with several, pointing them to the Saviour, and dis-
tributed biscuits. Colonel Mills, of the Albany volun-
teers, and the British General Gray lay together, with
others we had known.’

At a camp-meeting near by they took up a collection
of twenty-five dollars for the relief of the wounded.

At Burlington Heights General Vincent, with 700
British troops, repulsed a force of 3,000 and took 120
prisoners, then speedily cleared the Niagara frontier.
Two expeditions crossed the river, capturing Forts
Schlosser and Black Rock. On Lake Champlain the
British took several war-vessels and provision boats.
On Lake Erie, in September, the Americans took five
vessels. Colonel Proctor, short of supplies, withdrew
from the west with 830 men, accompanied by Tecumseh
with 500 Indians. They were pursued by General Har-
rison with a force of 3,500 and obliged to give battle
near the Thames. Proctor gave way, but the Indians
drove back the enemy and were in victorious pursuit
until their gallant Chief fell by a rifle-ball, when they
yielded to superior numbers. Of the Shawnee Chief,
Tecumseh, General Brock had said: “ A more gallant
or sagacious warrior does not, I believe, exist; he was
the admiration of every one, and was as humane as he
was brave.”

Had Proctor joined Tecumseh in the pursuit it is
believed their victory would have been complete.

An assault upon Kingston by General Wilkinson, with
a force of 9,000, was repelled by 2,000 British.
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Descending the river the Americans were severely
harassed, and at Chrysler’s Farm were utterly routed.
Another army, making for Montreal, was defeated,
October 26th, and retreated to Plattsburgh.

An American force crossed at Niagara and burned
the town, December 10th, turning 400 women and chil-
dren upon the streets in a bitterly cold day. This so
enraged the British troops that a week later they crossed
the river and took Fort Niagara, with 3,000 stand of
arms and 36 guns; Lewiston and Buffalo were burned
in revenge for the wanton destruction wrought on
Canadian soil. By the end of 1813 the enemy had
recovered Michigan, but had lost the Niagara frontier.

In January and February, 1814, the Parliaments of
the Provinces were in session, making provision for the
inevitable continuance of the war.

On the 3oth of March an American force of 5,000
attacked a DBritish garrison at Lacolle Mills, near Lake
Champlain, but after four hours’ useless fighting fell
back on Plattsburgh. On the 4th of May Sir James
Yeo and General Drummond, with a thousand men,
sailed from Kingston for Oswego, destroyed the fort and
barracks, and took several vessels laden with flour and
ammunition.

A fierce battle was fought, July 3rd, on the Chippewa
plains, where 2,000 British were compelled to retire before
a force of twice that number.

The bloody battle of Lundy’s Lane followed quickly,
July 25th, in which the British, with 1,600, were engaged
with 4,000 of the enemy from early morning until even-
ing, when General Drummond arrived with a reinforce-
ment of 1,200, and the struggle was continued in the
light of the moon till midnight, when the American
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forces were utterly routed, leaving over goo killed and
wounded, besides 300 prisoners. The British loss was
870.

A DBritish fleet attacked Washington and destroyed
the public buildings.

Through September the conflict raged around Fort
Erie, where General Brown was strongly reinforced.
After a siege of several weeks General Drummond with-
drew, whereupon the American general blew up the fort
and retreated.

In October the enemy’s vessels were driven from Lake
Ontario and blockaded in Sackett’s Harbor.

The contest of two and a half years was ended. Not
a foeman’s foot was left to desecrate Canadian soil,
nor a vessel to violate her waters. The Treaty of Ghent
was signed December 24th, 1814, and the proclamation of
peace caused great joy, not in Canada only but in the
United States as well.

Throughout the war religious services had been main-
tained with commendable regularity on most of the cir-
cuits in Upper Canada. But some of the preachers—
Cooper, Hopkins, Reynolds, Gatchell, Smith, Holmes,
Burdock, Covenhoven and Densmore—during those
years of struggle and privation located, taking, however,
their share of the work where they settled. Some
others, also—Sawyer in Matilda, Keeler in Elizabeth-
town, Dunham in Fredericksburgh, and Neal at Niagara
—did faithful service. Mr. Madden returned and
labored on the Augusta circuit. Some new men were
secured—David Youmans, William Brown, Ezra Adams
and Thomas Harmon. Harmon fought under General
Brock at Queenston, where, a comrade said, “ he prayed
like a saint and fought like a devil.” At night he held
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religious meetings with the men. On his release from
military duty he was laid hold of by Elder Ryan and
sent to Niagara, where he was met by another soldier
preacher—Ferguson—who bore witness to his zealous
labors. He was nearly six feet, and active, but the loss
of a leg, near the close of the war, probably prevented
him taking the full work of an itinerant. Some local
preachers near the head of Lake Ontario—Smith Griffin,
Henry Cline and Peter Bowslaugh—were active in vol-
unteer service.

According to Rev. David Culp, who attended all the
meetings, ‘ Mr. Ryan called a second meeting of the
preachers, 1813, in Bowman’s Church, Ancaster; and
a third in the spring of 1814 at the “ Sixth Town Shore
Meeting House,” Prince Edward. The last was at-
tended by Elder Ryan, Whitehead, Burdock, Reynolds,
Prindle, Rhodes, Pattie, Madden, Pickett and Culp.’

According to Rev. John Ryerson: “ Mr. Ryan held
three Conferences during the war, the principal business
of which was employing preachers and appointing them
to their fields of labor.” No minutes of these Confer-
ences are available, nor do the particulars of the work in
Canada appear in the American minutes for those years.

The sudden death of the venerable Dr. Coke, May 3rd,
1814, was deeply felt by all the societies of Methodism.
Though for some time released from the oversight of
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