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THE' I 

PE.A.COCK ~' AT HOAf.E/". 

THE Butterfly's Ball, and the Grasshopper's Fe.asts, 

Excited the spleen of the Birds and the Beasts·: · 

' For their mirth and good cheer-of the Bee was the theme, ~ 

And the Gnat blew his horn, as he danc'd in the beam. 

'Twas humn:'d by the Beetle, 'twas buzz'd by the Fly, 

And sung by the myriads that sport 'neath the sky. 
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-The Quadrupeds listen'd with sullen displeasure, 

But the Tenants of Air were enrag'd beyond measure. 

The PEACOCK display'd his bright plumes to the Sun, 

And, addressing his Mates, thus indignant begun : 

" Shall we, like domestic, inelegant Fowls, 

" As unpolish'd as Geese, and as stupid as Owls, 

" Sit tamely at home, hum drum, with our Spouses, 

" While Crickets, and Butterflies, open their houses ? 

" Shall such mean little Insects pretend to the fashion ? 

" Cousin Turkey-cock, well may you be in a passion! 

'' If I suffer such insolent airs to prevail, 

f' May Juno pluck out all the eyes in my tail; 



'' So a Fete I will give, and my taste I'll display, 

" And send out my cards for Saint Valentine's Day." 

-This determin'd, six fleet Carrier Pigeons went out,. 

To invite all the Birds to Sir Argus's Rout. 

The nest-lo,·ing TuRTLE-Dov E sent an excuse; 

DAME PARTLET lay in, as did gcod Mrs. Goos r:. 

Tha TuRKEY, poor soul! was confin'd to the rip: 

For all her young Brood had just fail'd with the pip. 

And the P AR TRIDGE was ask'd ; but a Neighbour hard b1, 

Had engag'd a snug party to meet in a Pye ; 

The "\¥HEAT-EAR declin'd, recollecting her Cousi~s1 

Last ye:ir, to a Fea. t were imittd by Joz•:n~ l 

A f' 



·But alas! they return'd not; and she had no· taste 

· To appear in a costume of vine-leaves or paste. 

·· The WooncocK preferr'd. his lone haunt on the moor; 

And the Trave:ller., Sw ALLOW, was still on h_is_ tour. 

· The CucKoo, who should have been one of the guests, 

vVas rambling on visits to otl1er B;rds' Nests. 

Eut the rest, a~l accepted the Vind invitation, 

And much bustle rt caus 'd in the pli1med creation : 

Such ruffling of feather<:, such pruning of coats! 

Such chirpino-, such whistling, such clearing of throats! 

Such polishing bills , 8.nd ..uch oiling of pinion&! 

.Had never been known in the biped dominions. 
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The TAYLOR Br RD otfer'd to make up new clothes; 

-For all the young Birdlings, who wish'd to be Beaux : 

He made for the RoBIN a doublet of red, 

And a new velvet cap for the GoLDFINCH's head; 

He added a plume to the WREN 's golden crest, 

And spangled with silver the GutNEA-FowL's breast; 

vVhile the HA~CYON bent over the streamlet to view, 

How pretty she look'd in her boddice of blue ! 

Thus adorn'd, they set off for the Peacock's abode, 

'\Vith the Guide I DICATOR *, who shew'd them the road: 

"' Cu~ulus Indicator, a Bird of C{1ckow kind, found in the interior 
parts of Africa: it has a shrill note, 11hicll the Nati,·es answ ,· by 

a soft whi tle; and the Birds repeating the note, the "\'ah e are 
thereby eonJucted to the wil\l Bee-hives, which this Bird freque11 1 •• 



From all points of the compass, came Birds of all feather ; 

And the PARROT can tell who and who were together. 

There came Lord CAssoWAR Y, and General FL.I\MINGo, 

And Don PEROQUETo, escap'd from Domingo; 

From his high rock-built eyrie the EAGLE came forth, 

And the Duchess of PT ARM 1 GAN flew from the north. 

The GREBE and the ErnER DucK came up by water, 

With the SwAN, who brought out the young CYG)IET, hc1 

daughter. 

From his woodland abode came the PHEASANT, to meet 

Two kindred. arriv'd by the J.ast India fleet : 

The one, like a Nabob, in habit most splendid, 

f1,·here gold with each h'JC? of the Rainbow was blendc.:il: 



In silver and black, like a fair pensive Maid, 

Who mourns for her love! was the other array'd, 

The CHOUGH came from Cornwall,and brought up his Wife; 

The GRou sE travell'd south, from his Lairdship in Fife; 

The BUNTING forsook her soft nest in the reeds; 

And the vVinow-BrRD came, though she still wore her weeru; 

Sir John HERON, of the Lakes, strutted in a grand Jzcu, 

But no card had been sent to the pilfering DA w, 

As the Peacock kept up his progenitors' quarrd, 

Which Esop relates, about cast-off apparel ; 

For Birds ·are like Men in their contests together, 

And, in questions of right, can dispute fo1 a fi :1ther-. 



10 

The PEACOCK, Imperial, the pride of his race, 

Receiv'd all his guests with an infinite grace, 

Wav'd high his blue neck, and his train lie display'd, 

Embroider'd with gold, and with em'ralds inlaid. 

Then with all the gay troop to the shrubb'ry repair''.\ 

Where the musical Birds had a concert prepar'd ; 

A holly. bush form' d the Orchestra, and in it 

Sat the Black-bird, the Thrush, the Lark, and the Linnet ; 

A Bu LL-Fr N c H, a captiv,.. ! almost from the nest, 

Now escap 'd from bis cage, and, with liberty bl est, 

In a sweet rrellow tone, join'<l the lessons of art 

vVith the accents of nature, which flow'd from his heart, 
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' "The CAN' AR y, a much-admir' d foreign musician, 

' Condescended to sin6 to the Fowls of c.ondit:on, 

While the NrGHTINGALE warbled and quaver'd so fine, 

That they all clapp'd their win s, and pronounc'd it divine! 

The SKY ~LA RK , in extacy, sang from a cloud, 

And CHANTICLEER crow'd, ·and the Y A-FF IL ·laugh'd loud. 

The d:mcing began, when the ·singing was over; 

A DoTTERELL first opcn'd the ball with the PLOVER; 

Baron SroRK, in a waltz, was allow'd to excel, 

With his '.]eautifol P3rtner, the fair DEMOISELLE *; 

* The TL1n1idian Crane , or Dernoisel 1e, frum the elegance of its 

appe:.irance, and iL singular carri:.ige, is eal l d the Demoiscile , which 

means the young Lady; for this n rd w~lks vE·ry gr,1 cefol ly, and 

-scnH t;mcs skip~ and leap_s, as though it l\'Cre t ryi ng to dance, 
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And a newly-fledg'd GosLI NG, so spruce and genteel, 

A minuet swam with young Ivir. TEAL, 

A London-br~d SPARROW-a pert forward Cit! 

D anc'd a reel with rJiss 1./iT AGTAIL, and little ToM TiT. 

And the Sieur Gu1LLEMOT next perform'd ajws .seul, 

\Vhilc the elderly Bipeds were playing a Pool. 

The Dowager Lady TouCAN first cut in, 

With old Doctor Buzz ARD, andAdm'ral PENG ·rn, 

From Ivy-bush Tow'"r can:c D me Owu.r the ,v·sr, 

And Counsclfor CRossnILL sat by to advise. 

Some Birds past their prime, o'er ·whose heads it was f«tcd,. 

Should pass many St. V,.lentinc£-:'e, be u .:wi•"t , 
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Look'd on, and remark'd, that the prudent and 5age, 

Were quite overlook'd in this frivolous age, 

'\,\Then Birds, scarce pen-feather'd, were brought to a rout, 

Forward Chits ! from the egg-shell but newly come out; 

'That in their youthful days, they ne'er witness'd such frisking, 

And how wrong! in the GREE:>!FINCH to flirt with the SrsKrn. 

-So thought Lady MAC KAW, and her Friend CocKATo~, 

And the RAVEN foretold that "no good could ensue!" 

They censur'd the BANTAM for strutting and crowing, 

In those vile pantaloons, which he fancied look'd knowing; 

And a want of decorum caus'd many demurs, 

..Against the GAM-E CHICKEN, for coming in spurs ·. 
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Old Alderman CoRM'RANT, for supper impatient, 

At the Eating-room door, for an hour, had been station'd, . 

Till a MAGPIE, at length, the banquet announcing, 

Gave the signal, Jong wish'd for, of clamouring and pouncing, • 

At the well-furnish'd board all were eager to perch; 

But the little ·Miss CREE PERS were left in the lurch. 

Description must fail ; and the pen is unable 

To describe all the lux'ries which cover'd the table. 

Each delicate viand that taste could denote, 

Wasps a la sauce Jziquante, and Flies en compote ; 

Worms and Frogs enfriture, for the web-footed Fowl, 

And a barbecued Mouse was prepar'd for the Owl; 
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Nuts, grain, fruit, and fish, to regale ev'ry palate, 

And groundsel and chick-weed sery'd up in a sallad. 

The AZOR-BILL carv'd for the famishing group, 

And the SPOON-BILL obligingly ladled the soup; 

So they fill'd all their crops with the dainties before 'em, 

• And the tables werP clear'd with thP utmost decornm. 

When they gaily had caroll'd till peep of the dawn, 

The Lark gently hinted, 'twas time to be gone; 

And his clarion, so shrill, gave the company warning, 

That Chanticleer scented the gales of the morning. 

So they chirp'd, in full chorus, a friendly adieu; 

And, with he:irts quite as light as the plumage that grew 

On their merry.thought bosoms, away they all flew .... ,. 



16 

Then long liYe the PEACOCK, in splendor unmatch'd, 

Whose Ea11 shall be talk'd of, by Birds yet unhatch'd; 

His praise let the Trumpeter * loudly proclaim, 

And the Goose lend her qiJ.1 to transmit it to Fame. 

* The Agami, or Trumpeter, a native of America, remarkable ft»· 

a singular noi:se::, re::.e::mt>li11g the:: iu:,L, \.lu1e::ut. f,om which it ta!,~ 

i-ts name, 

THE END. 
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