


C NI ( (' ,,,, .. 

THE 

JOHN SULLIVAN HAYES 
COLLECTION 

A Bequest to 
THE O SBORNE CoLI.ECTION - TORONTO PuBLIC LIBRARY 

in memory of 
JOHN Suu1vAN HAYES &Jo ANN EwoTT HAYES 

from their cht!dren 
ANN ALYCIN AND EUJOTT HAYES 



DAME WIGGINS OF LEE, AND HER SEVEN 
WONDERFUL CATS. (ca. 1830). 
By a Lady of Ninety. 

This was a very popular picture book first 
appear1ng in 1823. The illustrations are hand 
coloured. This work was done by children, 
each child filling in one colour. With practice 
a child could earn fourpence an hour. 





DAME W·IGGINS 
OF LEE, 

AND HER 

SEVEN WONDERFUL CATS. 

BY A LADY OF NINETY. 

EMBELLISHED WITH FIFTEEN NEATLY COLOURED ENGRAVINGS. 

LONDON: 

T HO€. DEAN & Co. THREADNEEDLE-STREET. 

Price one shilling 



6 

Dame Wiggins of Lee 

Was a worthy old soul, 

As e'er threaded a needle 

Or washed in a bowl. 

Sl1e held mice and rats 

In such antipathy, 

That seven fine Cats 

Kept Dame Wiggins of Lee. 
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The rats and mice scared 

By this fierce ,vhiskered 
cre,v, 

The poor seven cats 

Soon had nothing to do ; 

So as any one idle 

She ne'er loved to see, 

She sent them to school, 

Did Dame Wiggins of Lee. 



She sent them to school, 

Did Dame Wiggins of Lee. 
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But soon she grew tired 

Of living alone, 

So she sent for her cats 

From school to come home. 

Each ro~~ing a wherry, 

Returning you see; 

The frolic made merry 

Dame Wiggins of· Lee~ 



RETURN HOME. 

Each ro~ving a vvherry, 

S Returning you see. . 
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While to make a nice pt1dding, 

She went for a sparrow, 

They were bringing a sicl{ la1nb 

Home i11 a wheel-barrow. 

'' You shall all have some 
sprats, 

For your l1umanity, 

My seven good cats," 

Said Dame Wig·g·ins of Lee. 



Bringing a sick lan1b 

Home in a ,vheel-barrovv. 
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While she ran to the field, 

To look for its dam, 

They vvere warming the bed 

For the poor sick lamb: 

_ They turned up tl1e clothes 

As neat as could be; 

'' I shall ne'er want a 11urse," 

Saicl Dame Wiggins of Lee. 



Warming the bed 

For the poor sick lamb. 
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She wished them good 11ight, 

And went up to bed: 

When, lo! in the morning, 

The cats were all fled. 

B11t soon, what a ft1ss·!' 

Where can they all be? 

'' Here, pussy, puss, puss!" 

Cried Dame Wiggins of Lee. 



CONCERN. 

Lo! 1n the morning, 

The cats were all fled . 
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.Tl1e Dame's l1eart was nigh 
brol{e, 

So she sat down to weep; 

When she saw them come back, 

Each riding a sheep. 

Sl1e fondled and patted 

Eacl1 purring Tom-my; 

'' Ah! welcome, my dears," 

Said Dame Wig·g"ins of· Lee. 



GRIEF. 
-------- ------ -------. 

She sa,:\7 then1 co111e back, 

Each riding a sheep. 
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The Dame ·was unable 
Her pleasure to smothe1~, 

To see the sick Lamb 
Jump up to its motlier. 

In spite of the gout, 

And a pai11 in her knee, 
She went dancing about: 

Did Dame Wiggins of Lee. 



PLEASURE. 
------- -----------

She ~rent dancing about: 

Did Dame Wiggins of Lee. 



' 
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The Farmer soon heard 

How his sheep went astray, 

And arrived at Dame's door, 

With his faithful dog Tray. 

He knocked with his crook, 

When, the stranger to see, 

Out of window did look 

Dame Wiggins of Lee. 



ENQUIRY. 

Out of window did look 

Dame Wiggins of Lee. 





• 
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For their kindness he had them 

All drawn by his team; 

He gavre them some field-mice, 

With raspberry-cream. 

Said he, '' My fine farm 

You shall presently see; 

For I honor the cats 

Of Dame Wiggins of Lee." 







/ 
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To show them his poultry, 

He turned them all loose; 

When each nimbly leaped 

On the back of a goose; 

Which frightened them so, 

That they ran to the sea, 

And half-drownecl the poor cats 

Of Dame Wiggins of Leet 



Which frightened them so~ 

That they ran to the sea. 



.. 





50 

For the care of his Lamb, 

Ancl their co1nical pra11ks, 

He g'iave tl1em a ham, 

Witl1 al)t111cla11ce of thanl{s. 

'' I vvisl1 you g'iood day, 

My fine fellows," saicl l1e: 

'' ~f y co1n1)li111ents, })ray, 

To Da111e vVig~gins of· Lee. 



GRATITUDE. 

He gave them a ham, 

\\ ith abundance of thanks. 
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You see them arrived 

At their Dame's welco1ne 
door; 

They show her their prese11ts, 

Witl1 all their good store. 

''Now come in to supper, 

And sit down with me, 

Right welcome once more," 

Said Dame Wiggins of Lee. 
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A O\V co1ne in to supper, 

And sit dovvn ·vvith n1e. 
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DAME WIGGINS OF LEE, AND HER WONDERFUL CATS; 

A humorous tale, about the worthy Old Dame and her Seven whiskered favourites: written principally by a Lady of Ninety. 
Neat square size, with sixteen humorous coloured engrn.vings. 

AMUSING ALPHABET, o&, EASY STEPS TO ABC; 
The Letters printed in plain bold type, eacl! rendered familiar by an easy verse, and, also, the Figures, from I to g familiarly explained. 

Neat square size, with twenty-nine pleasing coloured engravings, 
UNCLE BUNCLE's TRUE AND INSTRUCTIVE STORIES 

ABOUT ANIMALS, JKSECTS, PLANTS, &c. 
Conveying, by means of a pleasing tale, an interesting account of some of the most remarkable object of animate and inanimate Nature. 

Square size, embellished with seven appropriate engravings. 
THE THREE BASKETS. 

Or, LITTLE GARDENER, LITTLE PAINTER, A~D LITTLE CARPENTER, 
Describing how and in what manner Henry, Richard, and Charles were occupied during the absence of their Father. By :vi:rs . Burden. 
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SOMETHING ABOUT CHINA AND THE CHINESE; 
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4to, large square size, illustrated with 20 coloured engravings. 

GEOGRAPHICAL ALPHABET: 
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pfaces, or interesting portions, of the habitable world. By B. Clayton. 

-1to, large square size, with twenty-six coloured engravings. 

PETER PALETTE's AMUSING PICTURE ALPHABET; 
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