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THE 

PEACOCK " AT HOME." 

'THE Butterfly's Ball and the Grasshopper's Feast& 

Excited the spleen of the Birds and the Beasts: 

For their mirth and good cheer-of the Bee was the theme, 

Aud the Gnat blew his horn, as he danc'd in the beam. 

'Twas humm'd by the Beetle, 'twas buzz'd by the Fly, 

And sung by the myriads that sport through the sky. 

The Quadrupe<ls listen'd with sullen displeasure, 

But the tenants of Air "-ere enraged beyond measure. 

The PEACOCK display'd his bright plumes to the Sun, 

And, addressing his :Mates, thus indig-tiant begun: 



· ,*l 
.q Shall we, like lfomestic, iue1egant Fowis, 
,, As unpoli sh'd as Geese and as stupid as Owl~, 
"Sit tamely at home, hum drum with our Spouses, 
"\Vhile Crickets and Butterflie,s open their houses? 
"Shall such mran little Insects pretend to the fashion ? 
,< Cousin Turkey-cock, well may you be in a passion! 
•' lf I suffer such insolent airs to prevail, 
"i\fay Juno pluck out all the eyes in my tail? 
"So a Fete I will give, and my taste I'll di play, 
"And send out my cards for St. Valenti11e's Day." 
-This determin'<l, six fleet Car.rier-pigeons went out, 
.To jn\'ite a1l the birds to Sir Argus's Rout. 
'The nest-loving TURTLE-DOVE sent an excuse; 
DAME PARTLE'l' lay in, as did good Mrs. GoosE. 
The TURKEY, poor soul! was confined to the rip: 
For all her y,rnng Brood ha<l just fail'd with the pip. 
The PARTRIDGE was ask'd; but a Neighbour hard uy 
Had engag'd a snug party to meet in a Pye; 
And the WHEAT-EAR declin'd recollecting her Cousins, 
Last 1ear, to a wast were invited by dozens, 





• 





' ' Such ruffiing of feathers, such pruning of ~oats, &c. '' 
Page q. 



:But, a1as'! they return·•J not; and she liad no t3.st£ 

To appear in a costume of vine-le~ves or paste. 

The ~ rooncocK prt!ferr·d his lo11e haunt on the mo-or; 

And the Traveller, Sw ADLOW., was .still on his tour. 

While the Cu GKOO, who should have been one of the guests., 

Was rambling on visits to otber Bird's Nests. 

But the rest all accepted the kind invitation, 

And much bustle it caused in the plumed creation! 

Such rufi1ing of feathers, such pruning of ·coats; 

Such chirpiug, such ,vhistling, such clearing of throats; 

Such polishing bills, and such oiling of pinions! 

Had never heen kno,n1 in the biped dominions. 

The TAYLOR BIRD ofier'<l to make up new clothe3 

For all the young Birdliugs, who wish'd to be Beaux: 

He made for the ROBIN a doublet of red, 

And a new velvet cap for the GOLDFINCH'S head; 

He ad<led a plume to lhe \VREN's golden crest, 

And spangled with silver the GulNBA-FowL's breast; 

\Vhile the IIALCYON bent o,•er the streamlet to view, 

How pretty she look'd in her boddice of blue! 
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Thus -adom'd, they set off for the Peacock's abode, 

With the Gui·de INDICATOR, who show'd them the road: 

From all points of the compass, flock'd Birqs of all feather; 

And the PARROT can tell who and who were together. 

There was Lord CAssow ARY and General FLAMINGO, 

And Don PEROQUETO, eliicap'd from Domingo; 

From his high rock.built eyrie the EAGLE came forth, 

And the Duchess of PTARMIGAN flew from the North. 

The GREBE and the EIDER DUCK came up by water, 

With the Sw AN, who brought out the young CYGNET, he, 
daughter. 

From his woodland abode came the PHEASANT, to meet 

Two kindred, arrived by the last India fleet; 

The one, like a Nabob, in habit most splendid, 

Where gold with each hue of the Rainbow was blended: 

In silver and black, like a fair pensive Maid, 

Who mourns for her love, was the other array'<l. 

The CHOUGH came from Cornwall, and brought up his 

\.Vife; 

The (;nouii: travell'd south, from his Lairdship i.n Fife ; 
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"From his hiih rock-built eyrie the Eagl~ came forth, &c." 
Fagc o·. 
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"A holly · bush form'd the Orchestra, &c."-Page '7. 







The ~UNTJNg.· forsook her soft nest in the reeds; 

.And the \iV1now-B1:,in came, though she still wore lier weer}s -; 

Sir John HERON, of the Lakes, strutted in a grand pas> 

l3ut no card had been sent to the pilfering DA w, 

As the Peacock kept up his progenitor's quarrel. 

\Vhich lEsop relates, about cast-off apparel; 

For Birds are like Men in their contfsts. together, 

And, in questions of right,, can dispute for a feather. 

The PEACOCK, Imperial, the p.ride of his race, 

Receiv'd all his guests with an infinite grace, 

,v av'd high hi-s blue neck, and his train he disp1a-y'd,. 

Embroider'd with gold, and with em'ralds inlaid. 

Then ,•.ith all the gay troop to the shrubb'ry repair'<l, 

vVhere the musical Birds had a concert prepar'd; . 

A holly bush form'd the Orchestra, and in it, 

Sat the Black-bird, the Thrush, the Lark, an<l the Linnit; 

A BuLL-FTNCH, a captive! almost from the nest, 

Now escap'd from his cage, and, with liberty blest, 

In a sweet mellow tone, join'c.l the lessons of art 

\Yith th~ actent.11 .of iiatun~, which flow'd frijm his heart. 



'.The CANARY, a much-admir'd foreign musician, 

:Condescended to sing to the Fowls of condition. 
While the NIGHTINGALE warbled and quaver'd so fine, 

That they all clapp'd their wings, and pronounc'd it divine '! 
The SKY LARK, in extacy, sang from a cloud, 

And CHANTICLEER crow'd, and the YAFFIL laugh'd loud. 
The dancing began, when the singing was over; 
-A DOTTER ELL first open'd the ball with the PLOVER; 
:Baron STORK, in a waltz, was allow'd to excel, 

vVith his beautiful partner, the fair DEMOISELLE; 

And a newly-fledg'd GOSLING, so fair and genteel, 
A minuet swam with the spruce Mr. TEAL. 

A London-bred SP ARROW-a pert forward Cit! 
Danc'd a reel with Miss \V AGTAIL, and little ToM TIT .. 
And the Sieur GUILLEMOT next perform'd a pas seul, 
\Vhile the elderly bipeds were playing a Pool. 
The Dowager Lady TOUCAN first cut in, 
\Vith old Doctor BUZZARD and Arlm'ral PENGUIN, 

From Ivy-bush tow'r came Dame OWLET the Wise, 

And Counsellor CROSSBILL sat by to advise. 



'' :aaron Stork, in a walt~, w~s allo"Y'd to excel, &c,'' 
pq,ge 8. 









" The Dowaier Lady Toucan first cut in) &c."-Page 8. 
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•• Till a ~hgpie, ::it length, the banquet announcin~, &c." 
Pa;e 9. 
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Some :Bir<ls past tbeil' prime, o'er whose heads it was fatetl, 

Should pass many St. Valentines-yet be unmated, 

Sat by, and remark'cl that the prudent and sage 

Were quite overlook'd in this frivolous age, 

'\Vhen Birds, scarce pen-feather'd, were brought to a rout, 

Forward Chits ! from the egg-shell but new I y come out ; 

In their youthful days, they ne'er witness'cl such frisking, 

And how wrong! in the GREENFINCH to flirt wit.h lbe SISKIN. 

So. thought Lady MACKAW, and her Friend COCKATOO, 

And the RAVEN foretold that no good could ensue! 

They censur'd the BANTAM for strutting ar:d crowing, 

In those vile pantaloons, which he fancied look'd knowing: 

And a want of decorum caus'd many demurs 

.Against the GAME CHICKEN, for coming in !pu.rs. 

Old Alderman CoRM'RANT, for supper impatient, 

At the Eating-room door, for an hour had been station'd, 

Till a MAGPIE, at length, the banquet announcing, 

Gave the signal, long wish'd for, of clamouring and pouncing;. 

At the well-furnish'd board all were eager to perch, 

But the little Miss CREEPERS were left in the lurch. 
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Description must fail ; and the pen is unable 

'To recount all the Jux'ries ·th-at ,cover'd the table. 

Each delicate -viand that taste could denote, 

'\Vasps a la saul•e piquante, anc.l Flies en compote,· 

\Vorms and Frogs en friture, for the web-footed Fow·J, · 

And a barbecu'd Mous~ was prepar'd for the Owl; 

Nuts, grains, fruit, and fish, to regale e-v'ry palate, 

And groundsel and chick-weed serv'd up in a sallad. 

The RAZOR-BILL carv'd for the famishing group, 

And the SPOON-BILL obligingly ladled the soup; 

·So they fill'<l all their crops with the dainties before 'em, 

And the tables were clear'd with the utmost decorum. 

vVhen they gaily had caroll'd till peep of the dawn, 

The Lark gently hinted, 'twas time to be gone; 

And his clarion, so shrill, gave the company warning, 

That Chanticleer scented the gal~s of the morning. 

So they chirp'd, in full chorus, a friendly ac.lieu; 

And, with hearts beating light as the plumage that grew 

·On their merry•thought bo~om<s, away they all flew. 



" So they fill'd all their crops, &c.''-Page 10. 





I ' 





11 

Then long live the PE.ACOCK, in splendour unrnatch,J~,. 
\Vhose Ball shall bP, ta.lk'<l of; by Bi'rds yet unhatch'tf 9 

His praise let the TRUMPET ER loudly proclaim, 
And the GoosE lend lier quill to transmit it to Fam"'· 



NOTES~ 

Page 4, I. 15. The R1p.] A macbioe nsed in poultry-yards, under which 

it is usual to confine the molhe1· bird with the young brood, till it bas 

.acquired strength to follow her. The word i1:1 derived from the Saxon, 

Hrip, meaning a covering, or protection, for the young. 

P . s. I. 13. The Taylor Bird (lYTotacilla Sutoria) .] So called from the 

~ingular manner in which it constructs its nest, which is composed of 

two leaves, sewed together wilh wonderful skill, by Lbe little taylor, 

whose bill serves him for a needle, and the fint: fibres of leaves furnishts 

him with a substitute for thread, and by which means he attaches a 

dead leaf to a livin~ one, growi11g at the end of a branch. The Taylor 

Bird is an inhabitant of In<lia . 

P. 5. l. 17. 1Yic Goldrn-crested lVren (Motacilla Regulus).] Is the 

smallest of the British bir<ls; it takes its name frorn a ci1cle of goltl­

colc,ured frathers, bordered w:lh black, forming an arch ahove its eyes, 

which it has the power of raising or depresf'; ing-: it is a native of every 

part of Europe, and is also to be found in Asia and America . 

P . 5. l. 19. Halcyon, or Kingfisher, ( A!cedo-irpedo).] Esteemed the 

most beautiful of our native birds; but its form is clum!<y, and its bill 
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-very disproportionafe to its size. It inhabits the banks or rivers &nd 
streams, where it will sit for hours, on a projecting branch, watching 
for its prey. The ancients relate many fabulous sto1·ies of this bird, as 
that of its laying its eggs in the depth o.f winter, and that during the 
time of its incubation the weather remains perfectly calm, whence the 
expression Ealcyo,i Days. 

' P . 6. I. 2. Cuculus Indicator.] A Bi<l'd of the Cuckow kind, f0-und in 
,the interior parts of Africa; it bas a shrill note, which the Natives an­
swer by a soft whistle; and the Birds repeating the note, the Natives 
are thereby conducted to the wild Bee-hives, wLich this Bird frequents . 

P. 6. l. 5. Cassowary.] A large singula1· bin'!, found in the Island of 
Java, in Africa, and the southem parts of India. The head of this 
bird is armed with a kind of natural helmet, extending from the base 
of the bill to uear half way over the bead. 

P. 6. I. 5. Flamingo Phlenicopterus.] A hird of the crane kind, hut 
web-footed, whose plumage is ofa b1·ight scarlet; when standing erect, 
it measures abo,•e six feet, though its body is not larger than that ofa 
.goose, and is a native of Africa, P ersia, and Sontb America. 

P. 6. l. s. Ptarmigan (Tetrao).] The white grous, or white game, 
inhabits the Highlands of Scotland and the Western V+ ads; it prefors 
·the colde1-t situations on the highest mountains, where it l,u rrows un­
der the snow. It changes its feathers twice in the year, and about tl1e 
end of Jl'ehrnary put,, on its sum mer dress of do.sky urown, asb, and 
orange ·cokmred feathers; which it loses in winter fur a plumage per­
fectly white, excrpl a black line between the hill and the eye. Tlie 
legs and toes are wal'mly clothed with a thick hmg coit of soft white 
f-ea-then1. 
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P."6. l. 17. The Chough (CorvtH Graculu.i)l This hir~l; which i11 

':.bout the size of the daw, has a long curvetl bill, shal'p nt the point, 

which, as wrll as the IPgs awi feet, is of a hri~ht scarlet, contrasting 

lleautifully with its ulack plumage, which varies as the light falls 011 

it;, to a deep purple ur violet. Its general haunts are the crevicts of 

l1igh cliffs in Devoni;hirc and Cornwall. 

P. 7 . ]. 2 . The Widow, or J,Vidali Bird:] }s a species of b•tnting, a 

native of Angola and olh~r parts-of Af,ica. Aod is remarkable for the 

feath('rs of its ·tail. The two middle ones are about foul' inche!! long, 

and endi r. g in a long thread, the two next are thirteen inches in length, 

bi-oad and narrowing towards t ht points, from llrese proceed a not her 

Jong tbread. 

P. 8 I~ 6. Ya:ffil, the Woodpecker (Picus Viridus),] The name Yaffil 

is provincial, but is so very expressive of the noise it continually makes, 

that I have pl'eferred it on that account. It is a beautifnl bird, and 

is sometimt's called the English parrot; the colour of its j>lumagw, 

green, yelh,w, and s<;arlct, giving it some resemblance to that uird. 

P. 8 l. 10. Tl,e Numidian Crane, or Demoiselle.] from the elegance of 

its appt'arauce, and its singulal' carriage, is called the Demoiselle, 

which means the young Lady; fol' this uir<l walks very gracefully, 

and sometimes skips and leaps, as though it were trying to dance. 

P. 8 I. 15, Guillemot (Colymbus).] A sea-hird, of which there are 

sevc :·al species numerously spread over the northPrn world ; from 

wheece they ~ome towards winter to the British shores and rem:i.in 

till thry have reertd their young: it is sometimes called the foolish 

Guillemot from its stupidity: for when tlieir companions-are shot one 

after another, they have so litlle seuse of danger> that they make a 



·small drcuit, and then return and settle in the same place, to a11afe 
the same fat<.'. 

P. 8 1. 17. Toncan (Ramphastos).] A natiYe of America, where it 
builds in the hollows of trees, and sits at 'the 'entrance, re-ady to peck 
at the monkeys; who oftel1 endeavour to destrny and eat the yomtg. 
It is a'bont the size of a Mag,pye, but the head large in proportion·, to 
enable it to support its immense bill, whi·ch is six inches and one half 
in len~th, but extremely thin. It jg a . mild iuoffeniiive bird, and eai;ily 
tamed, but cannot endure the cold of our climate; the feathers of the 
breast are highly esteemed hy the natives. 

P. 8 I. 20. Cross-bill ( Lo.via).] S_o cal led because the two mandi­
bles crns1o each other in <lifferent diredious: they feed '-chiefly on th'e 
.eeds of fir-trees; the singular cunstr,uction of their bills being admi­

·i-ahly adapt d to separate the seeds of the cones. The pips of applt>!I 
"ii,; also a favourite food, and to ohtain them, they split the apple witl.l 
one stroke of their bill; they are consequently found to be '1ery inj11-
1·ioui; to orchards . Jt lrns heeu observed that they ha,,e been m(ll'e 
frequently s€en in Efigland ~ince the Fir-tree has been gene1·ally mel'e 
·}>laated, than forme'rly. 

P. g J. s. Siskin (Fringillii Spinus).] A migratory birtl, which is 
seen in lb~ Southern parts of Eugland at the time of tl1e barley bar. 
Yest, an'd i!. sometimes cal led tl1e Barley-bi1·d. It has a pleasing- note, 
and is sol(! as a sit~ging-bird in the Loilcl.011 uird-sho\)s hy tbe name of 
tlie Aheriitv i11e. The acci.i atiori of its flirtation with the Greenfiocll 
is to be understood as pure scan<lnl, the most prying naturalist ne,·t1· 
ha,•i ng discovered any particular attachment between them. 

P. IO. I. g. Razor-bill ( Alea).] A migratory sea-bird which ,·iaite 
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the Northet·n shores in spring., and leaves them in winter; tliey lay a 

single eg.~on the ledges of the rocks without any nest, and on which it 

is said to be fixed by a cement. 

P. 1 o l. w. Spoon.bill (Platea).] So called from the construction of 

the bill. which is flat the whole length, but widens towards the end in 

the form of a spoon or spatula; an<l it is equally remarkable in its 

suhstance, nut bc.i11g hard like bone, but flexible like whaleboue; they 

feed on snakes, worm~, frogs, aud fish, even on shellfish which they 

iirst break with their bills . 

P . I J. I. 3. The Agami, or Trumpeter, a native of America, remarka. 

h'le fo1· .i singular noise, r.esemhling the instrument from which it take& 

·its name. 

TIJE END. 

J. Swan, Printer, 76, Fleet Street, London. 
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