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EAR children all, \vho read this book. 
On nothing in these pages look 

As too fantastic, too extren1e : 
Remen1ber (this is my excuse 
To silence possibl e 

abuse) 

the story of a dream. 

floR m a dream, as well you know, 
.We're free to wander to and fro 

To please our momentary wishes ; 
A. nd we can dress in any ' i\'ay .., 
That 's most convenient for the day, 

And eat the most Uff\iVholesome dishes ; 
\ Vhile Fancy shapes in strange array 

A medley of Birds, Beasts and Fishes. 

0 take this Book from an Old Boy, 
And if it prove a silly toy, 

And Nurs'ry critics fail to spare it, 
I hope that every dimpled finger 

That o'er my nonsense will not linger 
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Learned their Geography; 
~ ~ 

And, after lessons, loved to p~~ ____: g ;::_ _:-
1 At sending ships to sea.¥Z0 

They used instead of little boats ~ 
A thing that does as well, 



A vessel that securely floats, 

An empty walnut shell. 

They'd read of countries hot and cold 

Of Indians and Chinese, 

They'd read where ev'ry spice is sold, 

'fhey knew the names of seas, 

Great rivers where the sands are gold, 

j\ · Strange animals 
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and trees. 

• 

No wonder then this little pair 

Would oft indulge the notion 

--

That Walnut Shells real vessels were, 

And washing tubs the Ocean I 



And so their vvish for travel gre,v 

~ , , ,~s ,<)> Encouraged by their book, 

~~~ -~ Till ELSIE thought she was the Crew, 

And ARTHUR, Captain Cook. 

And often when they were in bed 

Their brains began to teem 

read 

Were jumbled in a dream. 



0 R mast and sail 

To stand the gale 

\ They chose a pretty feather; 

The "\i\Talnut Shell 

Rode monstrous well 

Through very boisterous \veather. 

They had no meat, 

Or bread to eat, 

And not a drop 

They had not stored 

So much as board 

of tea· 
' 

As even one split-pea ! 



-~--~ .... .,, ----- _""'"":_; :., :.,-:--
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The wind was high 

And in the sky 

The clouds \Vere inky 

black I 

track! 

- -~7;:-
p __ _ 

Caine frisking tails 

Yet neither child gre~r paler; 

For ARTHliR vvas a daring boy, 

And ELSIE shouted " Slzzp-a-hoy ! " 

i iy, ev'ry inch a sailor! 



~ 1,~-.~~: HEIR. ship flew fast 
\it-
' ·, Before the blast, 

Till little ELSIE'S nose 

\Vas red with frost, 

And ARTHUR lost 

All feeling in his toes. 
They thought it fun 

To see no sun 

-, 



Amid the ~A.retie sno,vs: 

''Hurrah, for ice ! " 

They cried, "ifs nice," 

Al though the north wi.nd blows f 

For here a seal 

Provides a n1eal, 

Our coats, our hats, 

our I 
\. 

... ',. 
iVfister Bear 

His home .ve share, 

T\vo happy Esquimaux ! '' 



" ~ ast they thought they might 
A very comfortable change ; 

Said ELSIE, 

right," cried Arthur; 

"Off we go! 

We'll run down to the 

Hoang-ho-

Gee up ! you clumsy R.eindeer ! " 

And on they went where might be 

AH sorts of Tea, both black and green, 

arrange 



were carried on bamboos, 

men iVhose shou]ders feel no bruise, 

Across the hills and dales 1 



NE day a Condor seized the shell, 

The little travellers as well, 

And flew with speed terrific 
Towards an island in the sea, 

Which Arthur said was sure to be 
(I said they knew Geography) 

Somewhere in the Pacific. 

'• -~ .,. 



· To such a very channing spot 

That seen1ed quite free from dangers? 

For there they lived a life of ease, 

\7'/h ilst Apes politely climbed the trees 

For nuts to give the strangers. 



But Cannibals, 1n search of n1eat, 

Think children very good to eat, 

And thought to give themselves 

a treat ~ 

\Vhen off to sea the children fled, 

For ·Arthur never lost his head, 

And Elsie steered ( as they had read) 

South-vvest to find Australia. 



\ Land of course at once 

they kneYv : 

Cried Elsie, "There's 

a Kangaroo! 

-=-~·what dunces they would thi nk us 

queer beast we couldn't 

name---

( I wonder if it's really tan1e ?) 

I mean th' Ornithorhynchus ! ·· 

'--· 



HEN sailing on some thousand 

miles, 

.qt ·where spices scent the breeze, 

, / And coral branches grow to isles 

1 That crowd the Southern seas, 
I 

~ 
To India ca111e, in search of sport, 

~N· 

This young and dauntless pair, 

beard the Leopard, as they thought, 

And Tiger in his lair. 

or ELSIE said, " No beast can face 

An opened parasol, 

And ARTHUR in the surest place 

Can make a bullet-hole ! " 



hrough jungles wild without 

mishap, 

They forced their daring way; 

They saw all places 

Bombay! 

They danced at all 

The Rajah's balls, 

And thought the punkahs 
. 

nice, 

The pickles, and the 

Cashmere shawls, 

The curry 

and 

the 

rice! 

• 



UT soon the children thought it best 

To put to sea once 1nore; 

And ELSIE steered still further west, 

As she had steered before; 

While ARTHUR opened out his chest 

By tugging at the oar. 

CROSS the calm of Tropic heat, 

In solitude the most cornplete, 

Where the" mirage"in strange surprise 

l\tlakes ELSIE open ,vondering eyes, 



Till on far Afric's burning sand 

King lv1un1bo-Jun1bo, hat in hand, 

\Vith infant 

serenaders. 

Sings welcorne to the Union Jack , 

And offers ev 'rything that's black 

To please the s1nall invaders ! 



; 

And \i\fhen the little folks were bent 

To cross the Black man's Continent, 

·· The Ostriches shall find , us legs," 

Cried ARTHUR; "they can run?" 

Said ELSIE, ''Yes! and . lay us eggs : 

I'll fry them in the Sun!,, 

-
--~4-~ 
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'fhey travelled through the desert land 

And yet were brisk and 1nerry, 

Though f\RTHUR's eyes vvere full of sand, 

And ELSIE'S little face was tanned 

As brown as Autumn berry! 

---

sudden vvii-id arose at last 

The Walnut Shell, before the blast, 

Across the Tropics flew ; 

But ARTHUR, till the Simoom passed 

(That wind of course he knew) 

.A.nd daring ELSIE held on fast , 

When safe upon the Nile were cast 

The Walnut Shell and Crew! 



HEY paddled on by giant reeds 

C)f gro,vth so tall and taper, 

ELSIE said), for paper. 

"The Hippopotanzusses here," 

Said ARTHUR, " we'll defy t" 

Said ELSIE, " In the plural, dear, 

They're Hippopotami." 
~•m~~ 



Fron1 crocodiles who had not dined, 

Bold ARTHUR never shrinks, 

\Vhile ELSIE tries to call to mind 

Some riddles for the Sphinx.' 

/"'"'...=,.~ ~ - :--- / ~ 

,,<p/'~ ~"~ 

And journeying onward safe and sound 

With never pause nor hitch, 

Their way through the Canal they found 

With ,vonderment so rich; 

They saw big vessels outward bound 

(That only sometimes ral]. aground), 

Go) steaming through the Ditch I 
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~ ~ EXT Venice to the daring pair 

~ ~Strange novelty imparts; 
111

111w{
111 

The Walnut Shell \Vas useful there 

There's "Water, water, everywhere," 

And boats instead of carts ! 



. , 

OUNT Vesuvius! ieoh, ho\v steep,'' 

ARTHUR cries, '' this cinder heap ! 

We n1 ust \vri te, and let NI a1nma kno-w 

Hovv ·yve've clin1bed a real volcano ! " · 

Then can1e little ELSIE'S joke, 

" Even Nature's chin1neys sn1oke ! ,, 



.. 

Come 

Still we see 

strong 

ARTHUR 

fO\V; 

deigns to 

VER green seas mountains high / 
In the Walnut Shell they fl~~r 

Fast and ever faster! ~--=---- · 

Pale face at disaster! 

ARTHUR cries his face ag]ow, 

With his knowledge "N o,iV I kno,v 
This must be the Gulf Strean1 's flo.,v 

And it is our master! 

--- ~·,,.,...._ 



HEN dov.,rn a mighty river's strean1 

They floated on in happy dream, 

1.\nd smiled at fate that ,vell might seem 

To grown-up folks a staggerer; 

For ARTHUR shouted with delight, 

And ELSIE only held on tight, 

As they shot down Niagara! 



I-IROUGH foam and rapids safe they came, 

And thought the whirlpool very tame; 

·~! -~~~~ Yet ARTHUR' s strength ,vas still the sa1ne, 
~ ~ · And ELSIE'S face was all a flame 

- -_:__-=_ - ~ - - . 
At ventutes so romantic! 

/ 

And ARTHUR never ceased to row 

Till turtles took the shell in tow 

Across the broad Atlantic ! 



T ho1ne once more ; and all the Town 

Talks of the Walnut _Shell's renown; 

ARTHUR is pensioned by the Crown, 

And all his travels written down, 
~~ 

L ( 
V'L__ 1 

__,,J / C'-..MA P 
r OF THE 

WOR LD 
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Their. wonder and variety, 
~ 00 

CRUISE OF THE 

WALNUT-SHELL 

And little 

~') ELSIE too 

~ is proud- · 
I ' 

· H er pluck and 

To charm a scientific crowd 

From ev'ry wise Society ! 

knowledge 



* * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * 

And yet all this was but a dream, 
A fancy of the children's brain, 
Where pleasures in confusion reign: 

And phantoms of old lessons teem.-

Dream, happy children, while ye n1ay I 
And, waking, come to me, and look 
Upon the dreamer of this book 

As one who joins you in your play. 

R. ANDRE. 
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