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The Early History of Yorkville

To place the history of Yorkville in perspective it
is necessary to relate briefly the early history of
Toronto.



Teiaiagon, a Seneca village, was situated near the
mouth of the Humber River in the 17th century
when the French fur traders first came into the area.
After the conquest the British became interested in
the Humber River Route and in 1787 bought about
one-third of York County from the Mississauga In-
dians. Surveys were made; John Graves Simcoe was
appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada
in 1791 and arrived in July, 1793 with the Queen’s
Rangers. The village was laid out near the Don in
ten four-acre blocks along Lake Ontario and re-
named York. The year 1817 saw it incorporated as a
town and 1834 as a city, with a population of some
9,000 and William Lyon Mackenzie as its first
mayor. It was then renamed Toronto and at con-
federation it was made the capital of the province of
Ontario.

To the north the village of Yorkville existed as a
political entity for thirty years — from 1853 until
1883 — at which time it was annexed by the City of
Toronto. It was bounded on the south by Bloor
Street, on the east by Sherbourne Street, on the
north by a line near the Canadian Pacific Railway
Station jogging north along Yonge Street to Walker
Avenue, and on the west by a line near Bedford
Road. Six stone monuments marked the boundaries
of the 557 acres.

The existence of Yonge Street, the toll-gate and
the Red Lion Inn were instrumental in the settle-
ment of the village. Yonge Street was opened by
Augustus Jones and about thirty of the Queen’s
Rangers in 1796 but the section between Lot Street
(now Queen) and the First Concession (Bloor
Street) soon fell into disuse. Yonge Street was the
main route to York's hinterland and the farmers
coming in to the St. Lawrence Market had to turn
east at the First Concession Road and travel down
what was later known as Parliament Street. The im-
portance of the intersection on Yonge Street at the
First Concession was recognized in the early 1830s
when a toll-gate was erected on the north-east
corner.

Some twenty years earlier Daniel Tiers had built
the Red Lion Inn on the east side of Yonge just
above the First Concession. This pleasant-looking
hostelry soon became an important social and
political focus. Robertson's Landmarks of Toronto
speaks of it as “the germ of what was afterward the

flourishing incorporation of Yorkville.”? An impor-
tant factor in its success was a peculiarity of the toll
system: since one had to pay the toll only once a
day, farmers could avoid a double toll by leaving
their homes early in the morning and returning as
far as the Red Lion in the evening rather than stay-
ing overnight in York. The Inn was a welcome sight
to the traveller after toiling down the “Blue Hill” (so
named for the blue clay found there) which was
always treacherous, particularly in the spring. In
1833 Rowland Burr, a visionary engineer undertook
the grading and straightening of Yonge Street and
by 1846 it was macadamized as far as Richmond
Hill. It is interesting to note the number of inns and
taverns along Yonge Street and their importance to
the growth of the little communities at crossroads as
one progressed north: Deer Park, Davisville, Eglin-
ton, Bedford Park and so on.

Across the road from the Inn was the Potter’s
Field — The Stranger’s Burial Ground — or, to give
its correct name, the York General Burial Ground.
Complete with its neat Sexton’s house close by the
gate, this six-acre burial ground stretched along the
north side of Bloor Street almost to Avenue Road
(and incidentally held back the development of that
portion of the village for some fifty years). In 1825 a
group of concerned York citizens had banded
together to buy a cemetery for “persons of all
creeds, and persons of no creeds.” It was incor-
porated in January 1826 and governed by five
trustees: who were chosen for life. Contrary to
popular belief this was not a paupers’ burial ground
but simply a non-sectarian one. Prior to 1825 only
the Church of England and the Roman Catholic
Church had consecrated burial grounds so that with
the growth of York's population and the cholera
epidemics of the 1830s and '40s the need for this
type of cemetery was great.

When the Potter’s Field became full the Trustees
acquired land for the Necropolis and in 1854 the
Yorkville citizens presented a petition to the council
to close the old cemetery. Subsequently an act was
passed allowing the Trustees to sell the land as soon
as the bodies had been removed. This took about
twenty-five years and there are boulders with
bronze plaques in both the Necropolis (at the end of
the west walk) and Mount Pleasant Cemetery (plot
K, close to the northern boundary, midway between

Yonge Street and Mount Pleasant Road) marking
the final resting place of these early pioneers.
Samuel Lount and Peter Matthews who were execu-
ted in 1838 for their part in the 1837 Rebellion were
among those whose remains were moved to the
Necropolis. _

Industry came to Yorkville around 1830 when
Joseph Bloor opened his brewery in the Rosedale
Ravine just north of the street that was named for
him, between the Huntley and Sherbourne Street
bridges. The Severn Creek provided a good supply
of running water to Bloor and John Severn who
established another brewery nearer to Yonge Street
in 1835. Shortly afterwards brick yards were open-
ed on the other side of Yonge Street utilizing the
clay and sand deposits of the Blue Hill. They pro-
duced the distinctive “white” (or yellow) brick that
was used in the construction of many of the public
buildings in town to the south. Bricks and tiles were
also, of course, in great demand to meet the
building needs of the growing community of
Yorkuville.

The first significant settlement had begun around
1836 when Sheriff William Botsford Jarvis and
Joseph Bloor engaged in land speculation and began
laying out the village lots in Yorkville. It is not clear
why they entered into this scheme but since both
lived in the area, they presumably realized its
potential as a suburb of York. The village popula-
tion grew steadily with the majority being self-
employed craftsmen, shopkeepers, labourers and
clerks who were employed locally. Some of the
merchants and professionals, however, would have
travelled to York to their place of business. At first
they would have had to walk, go on horseback or
ride in a carriage but after 1849 they could have
taken William’s Omnibus Line.

Under provincial law a thousand petitioners were
required before self-government would be con-
sidered for any community. It is said — and seems
probable — that to reach this figure some of the
names were taken from the tombstones in the Pot-
ter's Field in 1852. The citizens considered calling
their village Rosedale, Cumberland or Bloorville
but finally decided upon Yorkville. The Globe,
foreseeing annexation, took a distinctly condescen-
ding (not to say haughty) attitude toward the
village.




INCORPORATION OF YORKVILLE.

Yorkville, that little oftblivot of Toronto which a
2w years ago consisted of a couple of taverns and
a store, has waxed populous and strong, and now
takes upon itselt the cares and responsib.lities of
villagehood. It has becn gazetted a municipality, and
the first elcetion of canncillors takes place on the first
Mouday in Jaunuary next. It will soon come to be
v subject of discussion whether Yorkville ought not
to be annexed to ‘Coronto. It is not to be expected
Jiat the eity will remain * cabin’d, cribb’d, con-
flued *»? within its present narrow limits for an)
zreat longib of time; it will soou grow too large
for its eurments, and a good slice of the town-
ship of York will be necessary, that it may have
“ample rovm and verge onough ™ for its gam-

mls. Yorkville would then of course be swal-
Iowed np i bat in the meantime we presume that,
by way of apprenticeship to the higher and graver

duties of citizens of Toronto, the people of York-
ville may be allowed to become villagers.

The Globe 6 May 1852, p.218
Courtesy The Globe and Mail

Five newly elected council members met on 17
January 1853 and chose James Dobson as Reeve.
These five and their occupations — Dobson the
builder, James Wallis the blacksmith, John Severn
the brewer, Peter Hutty the butcher, and Thomas
Atkinson the carpenter — are all remembered in the
Yorkville Coat of Arms. Carved in stone, it
featured their initials and devices of their trades in
the four quarters of the shield and the centre. It was
mounted in the gable of the Town Hall but is now
to be seen in the face of the Firehall on Yorkville
Avenue. The first council was concerned, among
other matters, with the appointment of a tax collec-
tor and a constable; restraining “the running at
large of Pigs and Swine and Poultry”; the planking
of sidewalks; the cleaning of drains; the licencing of
taverns; the opening of streets; provision for the
weight and sale of bread; and the prevention of im-
moderate driving.? In 1859-60 the splendid Town
Hall designed by William Hay was erected on the
west side of Yonge Street opposite Collier Street.

This was to be the focal point of the village long
after it had been annexed to the city.

Civic pride ran high. An appeal, for example,
was made for money to outfit a brass band. It states
that “when Eglinton and Davisville, unincorporated
villages, have efficient Brass Bands it is time
Yorkville was waking to its sense of inferiority in
this respect so that our public demonstrations may
assume a more cheerful aspect.”® A sense of local
identity is further born out by the fact that the
village had at least two newspapers. The Yorkuville
Times was a weekly newsheet published from 1877
to 1881 and The Yorkville News was produced in
1883. The former was edited by E. DeVine and
printed at the office of The Toronto Advertiser,
while the latter was produced by one T. A. Edwards
who later founded The Parkdale News.

Familiar street names commemorate some of
Yorkville’s important citizens. Bloor and Severn
Streets are named after the two early brewers;
Berryman after Dr. Charles Berryman, a loved and
respected practitioner; Hazelton after either a land-
owner, George Hazelton White or Joe Hazelton, a
well-known cab-driver. The name Scollard came
from Maurice Scollard of the Bank of Upper
Canada and Pears from the brickmaker of that
name. At annexation in 1883 the names of
Sydenham and William Streets were changed to
Cumberland (the English county from which many
citizens originally came) and Yorkville (to keep
alive the village name). The winding Davenport
Road led to the residence of that name owned by
Colonel Joseph Wells.

Transportation was always an important factor
in Yorkville’s growth. William's Omnibus Line
opened in 1849 with carriages that ran from the Red
Lion Inn to the St. Lawrence Market. The service
was every ten minutes in the beginning but was
later less frequent. In 1861 the first street or horse
railway was inaugurated, largely through the in-
fluence of Alexander Easton, a resident of
Yorkville. This ran from the Yorkville Town Hall
down Yonge Street to the Market. At one time the
barns located between Yorkville and Scollard
Avenues behind the Town Hall, housed over 200
horses. The next development was the building of
the electric street railway in 1892 and brick car
barns replaced the old stables.

From 1853 to 1861 the population doubled from
about 800 to 1,600; by 1881 it was approximately
5,000.* The city of Toronto was booming and mov-
ing northwards as Yorkville became more and more
a dormitory town. The village had many amenities
such as quietness, attractive residential streets, and
good transportation, not to mention taxes lower
than Toronto. The 1876 Directory of the Village of
Yorkuville states that “the air being pure and
healthy, Yorkville has for many years been a
favourite place of residence for those who prefer to
live away from the noise, dust and turmoil of city
life.”> The village must have had a very rural look
with gardens and orchards, barns and stables ad-
joining many houses, and there was a fair green on
Scollard Street. Some homes had outdoor bake
ovens and ice houses which were sheds placed over
large pits and filled with ice each winter. By 1861
Yorkville had become basically residential: it was
never more than semi-autonomous and was always
economically dependent on Toronto to a greater or
lesser degree.

Reading through various reminiscences one gets a
good idea of the kind of people who lived in
Yorkville. There were certain grand families — Jar-
vises, Macphersons and the like — but most were of
middle-class, hard-working gentle folk. The
1870-71 Census shows that the birthplace of ap-
proximately half the citizens was the British Isles
(England 655, Ireland 540, Scotland 243) while half
were born in Ontario (1,102).° The occupations of
people on a typical street (Birch Avenue) were
painter, carpenter, timekeeper, shoemaker, tailor,
labourer, gardener, bookbinder, blacksmith, pic-
ture framer, brass finisher and a professor of music
according to the 1876 Directory of the Village of
Yorkuville. It was a small, friendly open society and
as one author stated, if you didn’t remember the
story about eccentric Dr. Philbrick who divorced
his wife but gave her visiting rights to see the dog,
you weren't a true Yorkviller.

Annexation in 1883 was no doubt a good thing
for both the village and Toronto. Yorkville Council
had prided itself on keeping the taxes down — at
the expense of public improvements. The water
supply was particularly bad; the streets were
unswept and badly paved; watering was done
almost exclusively on Yonge Street. At any rate by




that time Bloor Street had become a nominal boun-
dary. The city was able to adopt a uniform policy
for such services as police, water and gas supplies,
and roads — and to levy higher taxes. Yorkville
became St. Paul’s Ward and was annexed by and to
the city by the Act 46, Vict. Chap. 46.

Today only remnants of Yorkville’s former at-
tractiveness remain but local identification must
have been strong well into the 1910s and '20s. Dur-
ing this period the Old Boys and Girls Association
met regularly to discuss “the good old days.”

The boundaries of Yorkville contained part of
what is today known as the Annex and Rosedale.
For the main part, the history of these two areas lies
outside the years of the focus of this study — the
early development of Yorkville until annexation in
1883 — but they do deserve some mention. In the
Annex only the area between Avenue Road and
Bedford Road from Bloor Street to Davenport Road
was an integral part of Yorkville. The five cross
streets — Prince Arthur, Lowther, Elgin, Victoria
(Boswell) and Dufferin (Bernard) — were laid out
from 1850 to 1875. Most of the inhabitants owned
their own homes and were employed in the village.
Further west, as early as 1874 Robert Baldwin sub-
divided part of his extensive property into 18 lots
off Walmer Road to attract wealthy Torontonians
from the established residential areas of the city.
Only a few lots had been built upon by 1884 but
around this time Sidney H. Janes purchased much
of the land lying between the two settlements. The
streets were extended and substantial houses in the
Romanesque revival style were built during the
1890s. It is the architecture of this central core area
that has established the character of the Annex. The
man of substance built his large private house and
worked in town usually travelling not by private
coach but on the street railways. The children had
spacious lawns to play on (and few parks) and
Huron School had to be expanded several times in
the 1890s.

Interestingly enough from an 1890 population
survey, it appears that some of the typical Annex
residents moved into the old western part of
Yorkville while the Yorkville merchant and artisan
remained there and did not venture west of Bedford
Road.” The Annex defined as lying between Bloor
and Dupont, the western boundary of Yorkville

and a line between Brunswick Avenue and Walmer
Road, was annexed in 1887 — some four years after
Yorkville.

Rosedale took its name from the original farm
which stood overlooking Yonge Street in the
120-acre property running from Lamport Avenue to
Yonge Street and Park Road to Roxborough Street.
The farm was built in 1821 and purchased by
Sheriff William Botsford Jarvis three years later.
The deep, wooded ravines which have historically
afforded Rosedale a measure of protection and
privacy, made road and bridge building very dif-
ficult. The first road into the property started south
of Severn’s Brewery on Yonge Street and wound
down into the ravine, crossed the creek and climbed
up to the farm. Around 1835 Jarvis built a more
direct route down Roxborough Street and today's
Cluny Drive.

The first development in the area is shown on the
John Stoughton Dennis map dated 1854 (in the
Metro Toronto Library) of Rose-Park — a subdivi-
sion of the Rosedale Estate. This winding street plan
so markedly different from the rest of the city’s grid
pattern, was the second example of picturesque
planning in Toronto (St. James Cemetery being the
first). At this time the Sheriff divided the house
itself into two parts and at various periods his three
daughters and their families lived with him until his
death in 1864.

Meantime Edgar Jarvis, a nephew of the Sheriff,
had purchased a large piece of land from him and in
1866 built “Glen Hurst” — a fine house which today
is part of Branksome Hall. As a land developer
Edgar had a continuous battle with the Yorkville
Council over the state of the roads and bridges in
Rosedale. He opened a number of new streets in-
cluding Elm Avenue and Maple Avenue which were
planted with those trees. Other streets bear the
names of his family: Beau, Percy and May for three
of his children, Beaumont for his wife, Rachael for
his grandmother and of course, Edgar for himself.
In addition he built the first iron bridge on Glen
Road in 1881 which the City finally bought from
him at a fraction of the cost.

In 1891 Sir David Macpherson, another
developer and owner of “Chestnut Park”, offered
for sale a number of lots to the south and east of his
property which stood on Yonge Street north of

Roxborough. Part of this area was to become a
charming garden suburb with brick sidewalks,
distinctive lamp standards and solid, detached
houses.

Another map in the Metro Toronto Library —
North Rosedale Park ca. 1908 — shows lots for sale
by the Scottish Ontario and Manitoba Land Com-
pany around the Lacrosse Grounds (Rosedale Park)
along Highland Avenue, Roxborough Drive, Edgar
and Whitney Avenues. This marked part of the last
phase of the development of Rosedale which was
largely completed by the First War.

The portion of Rosedale lying east of Sherbourne
Street was added to St. Paul's Ward in 1887 and
North Rosedale was taken into Ward 2 in 1906.

More recently Yorkville was the centre of the
Canadian hippie movement in the mid-sixties,
much to the dismay of some local merchants. The
area is now one of relatively expensive shops and
seems very self-conscious of its image. Many of the
houses have been altered — either renovated or
“restored” beyond recognition, including a number
on Hazelton Avenue. Hazelton, however, has the
fine advantage of being an uninterrupted street-
scape and many of the buildings have been sym-
pathetically altered. One can still imagine the nine-
teenth century village on quiet Sunday mornings
as one cycles through the streets looking for
architectural delights.

The Yorkville Council Minutes (to date only in-
dexed to 1869) and other material in the Municipal
Archives are the most important source for the
future researcher. Should anyone have further in-
formation or photographs of the area, please con-
sider sharing this knowledge with others. Your local
library will be able to refer you to the proper
archive or library which would be interested in
your material.

I would like to thank all the librarians and ar-
chivists in the city who have helped me in this work
and all those who have shared their photographs
with me, particularly Mr. William Dowson.
Douglas Richardson kindly read the manuscript
and offered additional information and help.

The Toronto Public Library Board gratefully
acknowledges a grant-in-aid of publication from the
Ontario Heritage Foundation, Ministry of Culture
and Recreation.




S - i . SR SASATRRSTNIET } ST A W T i K T AV E_ N 9_=
23 Yordkvelle EZZ ; 21 |
|

| Nehree biope

Reservont|

S STl
S!Michnels Cemetery

l
]

AN o e, eme

% i l :
" i y (irariger:
0 SN R e i A
k%. % 4 y ! 4 l Heowprer

‘ ‘ L e _JI Al rong =T W =

S i} AL e MR S : ; 134

§ { d'f: é(“ o v Justice MHorrrson T- ‘ SR
& N hpland. Y AL = !
: [ T e ?'gw"%?}‘lﬁ%’l'lr\%}"h s §
: WP U 23 g i TR g
g d’i{_yi‘@-iw‘!’m - s EL | Ja T ¥ | 0% 4 W A
] W THO?
g | Wealker ZALL AV
: aals

M,,_-‘ "l “I' n\\‘v'm‘,j 2
M ¥ | g 36 7 7 VI 44 i

il i
ﬁorun/a;y 4

e

B Vordo bt

B fivser [Wiorks
i S as

Mess Frice

Hon DL

Clesnul Ep
it ML g e .

| P ™, Sherumig W e
el /m ’“’”{'\V’ZW 1 30 Las 00
B : § 'r,.’{',ff‘, B2

' iy

i 2 By
& %A : -/ 7
A = 3 y
Gt 3 :
7wy 2 e
\ ‘g/mu%m -
(| i
(e ) 3
{

2
~
S
~
~
~
2
.
~ .
<
:
<

Bealewew

P ok R AN B

Galatapdy s lRARAEE, ki R

VAR V4

From: The lllustrated Historical Atlas of the County of York
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Map of Yorkville and Its Vicinity by Alfred T. Cotterell
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Yorkville Coat of Arms

Originally on the Town Hall; since 1975 on the
Fire Hall

Courtesy Toronto Public Library

In 1856 the Council authorized expenditure for a
woodcut impression of the Corporation Seal and a
small press for it. The shield was surmounted by a
beaver and contained in its four quarters a brick
mould with an “A” for Thomas Atkinson,
brickmaker; a plane with a “D” for James Dobson,
builder; an anvil with a “W” for James Wallis,
blacksmith, and a beer barrel with an “S” for John
Severn, brewer. In the middle, another shield with a
cow's head and the letter “H" stood for Peter Hutty,
butcher. These men were Yorkville's first five coun-
cillors and Dobson was elected Reeve at their first
meeting in 1853.

The coat of arms was built into the Town Hall.
Before fine building stone was quarried in quantities
at the Forks of the Credit, sandstone — including
this block — was imported from the United States.
Originally placed over the rose window of the Hall,
the arms were salvaged when the building was
demolished 35 years ago. After the Yorkville Fire
Hall was renovated they were placed over the door
in the tower, in 1975.

The Yorkville arms were also incorporated in a
distinctive flag in 1867. To celebrate Confederation
the “Royal York” flag was flown from the Town
Hall. It was white with the Union Jack in the upper
left corner and the Yorkville shield in the lower

right one. Celebrations went on throughout the first
Dominion Day; there was a huge bonfire at Bloor
and Yonge and an “anvil chorus” was provided by
Wallis’ blacksmith shop.

One can see the name Dobson on the sign over
the store in the south wing of the Town Hall, as
seen on page 15. James Dobson (1810-1894) was
one of Yorkville’s leading citizens: the letter “D”
and the carpeter’s plane on the Yorkville coat of
arms refer to this builder. He came to Canada from
Ireland in 1835, fought in the 1837 Rebellion on the
Loyalist side, though he later admitted that
“something in the cause of the Rebels was not un-
mixed with justice”. Dobson became a Liberal and
was a strong Methodist, giving his house over to
church and school uses before suitable buildings
were erected. By 1851 he had acquired a con-
siderable amount of property, retired from the
building trade, opened a general store, and was ap-
pointed Yorkville's first postmaster.

The Town Hall was the visual focus of the old
village even after Yorkville had become St. Paul's
Ward on annexation in 1883 when the building was
renamed St. Paul’s Hall. It was a multi-use building
with the council room (later the library) and large
public room on the second floor and the police of-
fice, magistrate’s room and shops on the ground
floor. Many activities took place in the Hall — pen-
ny readings, debates, political meetings and con-
certs. People also met outside at the Town Pump
and the weighing scales.
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Jesse Ketchum Market, ca. 1889
80 Davenport Road
Courtesy William C. H. Dowson

This market was a butcher’s shop which sold fresh
vegetables and fruit in season. Robert Rankin, the
proprietor (with his elbow behind the horse’s nose)
began his business around 1876 and was well
established by the 1880s.

Though the detailing of the shop fronts is in-
teresting, the photo is particuarly valuable for its
record of “street furniture” and municipal im-
provements. The kind of wooden awning shown
here, carried on fixed posts and with fretwork of
very English character was once common in
Ontario towns but only one example seems to sur-
vive in Toronto today (at Sackville and Amelia
Streets). The gas lamp at the left of the picture may
possibly date from 1853/4 when gas first came to
Yorkville, while two men are leaning on the Royal
Mail letter box which is affixed to the pine stan-
dard. The curbstone between the pine plank
sidewalk and the macadam road is made of red
Credit Valley sandstone. The macadam roads were
surfaced with a mixture of gravel, sharp sand and
stones. The iron rims on the wheels of the carriages
and wagons were constantly wearing down the
stones of the surface and these fine grindings and
dust were sprinkled with water by a horse-drawn
water cart to maintain the surface. About 1905 a
thick, black oil replaced the water and a quite
passable surface was achieved.



Row of Townhouses

Belmont Street, north side near Yonge
Built ca. 1890

Courtesy A. ]J. Horne

John Sheppard was a Yorkville brickmaker and
Belmont Street was named after his birthplace in
England. This attractive row of twelve townhouses
was built by Sheppard and was one of the first in
Toronto to be renovated as a whole (by the ar-
chitect Joan Burt) in 1962-63. The houses were built
at three different times — first, the four nearest
Yonge Street, then the middle four, and finally the
four furthest west — and possibly by different
builders. Across the street the rough cast houses
were known as Bugg's Row after their builder,
Alderman John Bugg.

Bloor Street, 1897
North side, west of Yonge Street
Courtesy Metropolitan Toronto Library

Both Bloor and Avenue Road were stately
residential streets with spacious lawns surrounded
by iron fences stretching in front of substantial
houses. Shade trees planted in the boulevards added
to the attractiveness of these streets. Some of the
houses on Bloor were still recognizable as recently
as the late 1950s before the massive redevelopment
of a decade and a half transformed the street. The
gables of several houses may still be glimpsed above
a few of the present-day store facades, while several
gracious houses survive more or less intact on
Avenue road.

Yorkville Branch, Toronto Public Library

22 Yorkville Avenue

Built 1907

Architect: City Architect’s Office

Courtesy Toronto Public Library (back cover)

In 1903 Andrew Carnegie, the American in-
dustrialist and philanthropist, offered $350,000 to
the City of Toronto for a new Reference Library
and three branches. The City had to guarantee an
annual income of $35,000 for maintenance and pro-
vide suitable sites.

The Central Library did not open until 1909 but
Yorkville was formally opened on 13 June 1907, “in
the presence of a body of distinguished gentlemen,
literary, legal and medical.”?' (The other two
Carnegie buildings were the former Queen and
Lisgar Branch and Riverdale. The Annette Branch,
another Carnegie endowment came to the Toronto
Public Library when West Toronto was annexed by
the City.)

The Northern Branch of the Toronto Public
Library had been functioning in St. Paul’'s Hall since
1884 — the first year of free public library service in
Toronto. Its stock was moved to the new building
which was built according to the standard Carnegie
Library plan in the United States, modified accor-
ding to place and materials. A flight of broad steps
led to the doorway between paired columns suppor-
ting a pediment. The building was constructed of
Ohio stone and finished throughout with massive
quarter-cut oak. This distinctive branch is being
renovated and expanded during 1978.




Lapel ribbon
Courtesy Elizabeth A. Willmot
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