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Young Biechen and .~ufii Pity, · 
~ f" .. .. ., 

I N Lon<lon was ·.YOU!lg Bei·~~~Jl . ho~n, 
and for-ei ..:.n nat1q·n's' dici long to fee, 

He pafa'd thro' mt:1ny krTtgct'o rns g1 e ,c, 
· -,till at length hf- carne into~ f\ uJ~ey, 
He view'd the fatnions of the land, 

their vay of. worlhi p viewed he ; 
E nt unto any ot their Stocks 

wou1d not fo rn uch as bow a knee. 

---vlhich made him to be tak ,· n fhra ;ght, 
and brour ht hefo re th en grand Jury, 

The favage \1oors <1 i<l fp r> ~k outn t~ ht, 
bad~ bitn be u s' d n iott cr ue 'ly ; 

1n every {houL1er t h ey puc a bore, 
an in Fvtry bore rh ey put a t t e ; 

Th ... v ma.l e h im for ·t o t-aii the wine, 
I 

and f p~ces on : lb 1 a 1.r bvc1 y. 

T 1 ey put him in a d ·--eI du"'geon, 
· D· I'('- he C ul rw1 rh . ht-·(i I nnr fee, 

F c;r r vcn 'l'"'J b i (} \· Y.ep . inL there, 
t1 J he f(n t· ll O !J, .. \. hk to c.i 1e 

S e rj. ·rns ( <1e11 k, 1 ~ had rt <lan:,:.hte1 fair , 
,;1rt1J th t~y < arif'·! L· r ·u,f · _i-J) t' ; 

rt h rcy1k h . ri)f 't 

.. ~ar to 1a.:. 1 h.> p, ile.: i by. 



( 3 ' 
-She has .,as much gold ·above iler->brow, \ · 

"'as would buy an eorl:Join to: rn~,. · 
- · It fo· tdl upon ~ day~ ···. 

the he1r .. d young Biechan for to fing. 
A·n..d the fong it pL,:cfed her fo we 11' 

no ren 1he .. got till {he came to him; . 
My hou 1~s they all ~~6 1nafterlefs.; 

my hawkes tht'y fly froni.' tree 'tn tree, 
My yt un.~eH brother _will heir my -land, 

fair t.ngland again i ih all r1e\:er fee. 

-
But all ~th .1 t night no refi ihe got, -

for t hin king on young Beicl1en\ fong 
She fiole the- keyb from her daddy\ head 

and to the prifon door went fl~e, 
She has opened the. prifon door, 

l wo.c ilie open'd two or three, 
' Befo re th<; could come Boicen at, , 

he was locked up fo -curioufiy, · 

-
But when Beichan ihe came b - core, 

he -.ichnireo much her tl iere to f::e~ 

/ 

. H.i: thought ihe h;ii.d De'e .s . .. o ,ne pn:CJ1.1er 
' ta .. n 

,,. 

f~ir l~dy r pray of ·wh at· co~1·~t'f"'7 ? 
__ ha v you any h u1(1 s . B,~1c c:: ~ l 4 f~::ds,. · .. 

o haYe you ~nv 1,u .dli.i.1 . :., .-.et; . . 
Th ~ you ~·ould gnr,. to a _,,., __ 

1 
1,-: .r 

that oui.. of prifon cuu;d itt yo ll 1',~ :e 
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a1fo lar~e efl.:ates have ·r ; _ 

rn give theu1 all to that lady faf'r, 
th·- t tram this dungeon will fet 111e free 

Give n1e the faith of thy ri;,ht hand, 
the truth of it give unto me. 

that tor feven years you'll .no lady wed, 
·unlefs it be alone wtth nJe • 

. I'll_ g_ive the truth of mv ri;{ht hand, 
the truth of it l'll freely gi'e, 

/ - For iev r-n yea1 s l'll fray unwed, 
for the kin<lnd. y-ou il1i. w to me! . 

She's ta'.en him frum the dQ.nveon, 
and !et hirn in a room fo tree, 

She gave h1a1 the ced wine toorink, 
, hi5 meet wa& the f p1ce cakes fu tree. 

She kept him fafe in her chamber, 
till it fell out upon a day, 

An Engliili merchant there did come, 
with whom £he !ent young Be1cr1en a­

She broke a ring from her fin~ er, -way, 
one half to Beichan gave (peedi!y, 

Tp keep in ·rememhrance of that love, 
the }ad y bore that iet him free. 

But when he arrived at Lond-on town, 
his f1i , rids they al l can1e him to fee, 

AJ;ld would hvar;: uilu to chufe a wife; 



' ( s- ) 
out.of their jovial company, . 

0 no 1.ny fr1<mds, you;1g Beichen faid, 
that would do me n,uch -injury, 

Ti1l f eve ff years are f ul)y gone, 
I'll m~rry none in this country. 

When fevef! years were almo_ft gone,~ -
this. lady he.:an for to t runk loen.!. 

She thou µhr. ilie heard a voice th~t faid, 
- yuu ng Beichen bro~t his vow~ n1ada1n, 
She packe.i up~ ·1 er gav cL)thini, ~ 
· Wt til rich je ·.vel~ ffi..1._U}' d. OUe, 

She { t her- toot into a ihip, 
away ihe came .. to fee Beic :-: en. 

She fa~led Eafi, fhe faile<l Well, . 
till t o- fair ~~:nglano' ~ ihore fu~ -came, 

Where a bontfy ihep herd {he ~fpy\t, 
feed ing his £beep u pon-the· pLii11 ( herd 

W hat news, \\ h·at new& by bonny fhep­
w hat news hait thou got to tell me ~ 

Such news I hear, madan1, he fays, 
the like was ne'er in t n. is cou1rtry •. 

There is a wedding in yonder hall, 
has held this ·thirty days and three, 

The bridegroo rn will not be' i with the . 
-for love of one that' t> 'yonJ the ftd\ b r ide , 

, 

• I 
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She put her band in ht r pocket 

a 11d fhe g~ ,. e htm µ-ui ea three, 
Pi.-ay rak-e rhou ·th~t m~ ho,1ny ~ny, 

for che good new~ tryou telkfl: -me. 

\l'hen ilie .came up to Rei ,· han's gate, 
, {h - tu l f: ·1 f oftl\1 at .r he pin 

So ready -was tt)e proud porter, _ 
r-o o:pen ~{ n :.1 let this lad v in ; 

Is· t 1 ! \~ ynnu ~ . B--.i,. h_en 's hal1 fhe f1id, 
or i~ t hat noble Lor<l withi n ? 

Y ·s he's in-the hall arnc,n~ th -m all, 
. this v t ry day wa& his wedding. 

She took a rin g from her fioger, 
and to the> porter .gave -it free, 

Run to Beichen with-atl hafte, 
deliver my m ~ rr~ge fpeedily . 

When t nat he canie his Lord bef~1e, 
h~ kneeled low clown on his knee, 

. -What ialeth the 1,IlV- proud porter, 
· thou art fo full of courtef y ? . 

1 have been porter at your g-ates, 
_the{e t hi i tv Ion}, ye,r~ arid chree, 

Now th .., re ,;and~ d la<l.y 1 i vo 1r g~te, 
the like of h · r l ne·er d f ; 

For on every fi 1 er fbe na.., a ring. 
anct on the 1.uid finger ihe has three, 

~t-----· -



( 7 l 
Out then fpnke-the br1de's mother, 

a • an .. t an an .. r · wo1n -n \V ... s fhe, . 
Yuu :n{g-ht ~~vc .. xp ·cl:ed your bony bride 

an,l two er three <,t h· f < 01npany, 
r' Hc\ld your tongut· you b i ice's lllUther. 

of a ·I yoli r fol ly let ii e be ; 
She\ ten .ttm c> - f ,irer th1-1n your bride, 

I ' . and all ~tl'aL ;,, 1n ) ou r e,01n p--in y. 
I 

She. d £ref one ilieaf of \'Our wh-cat bread 
ay <H1Ci a gL:1fs ot your red wine, 

And to r~mernbe1 rhe . Lr<1 y\ }ovc, 
which lall . rdi,·v ' d yon our t>f p1!1e. 

0 ,.vel-a-d(1y youn6 13eic:1en ,fHd, 
that I foon b~ ve married thee, 

. F o r I d • v o .v it') Su l Ii ·~ P y- e, 
has iaii' d the f ea.s f'o(. luve of ·1ne. 

:He then took the ch.air with hiti foot, 
, and c 1e la ;. ]e ":it ·1 his knee, 
TiH fi:ver cups anJ filver Ccir1s, 

1 e Hlad e then1 all t .> f pl1 nder fl ·,e, 
Out then f11oke. .th-e fo1 eucori bn:.;e, 

1ny lord~ ) our lov.e is change<l f~>on, 
1 h H n1orning lwa~ 1narle your b ri le, 

and cl other c.huie e'._r it be uoon. 

0 hol,1 'o nr ton ~~ ue vou forenoon bride, 
_ )-Ou'!c ui.? tr a w l1i·~ tu.cwod:~ of me, 

I 
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. -( 8 ) -Near Lo,ndon town I have a halJ,· And for _ev'ry penny ( got with thee, u ·here I will ·give thee b1ck three, H . took her ny the milk-wh_ite ha,,d, · fa,·s, the halt of 1ny l-ind l'il give th~e, If thou V\ilt mar-ry my brother-Will, 
- fl 

I w-ill not marry -thy hrot11er Will, "fc,r all the land that I do fee ; G, ve me _my~f.-tit_h and truth B~ichenf • J with l WC'Te in n1y own counrry j I 1·ave .the hride's ibo-..,s on my f~et. Lkcw1fc thebride's gloves 011 n1yn-dnds, Fot· I will neither eat nor drink till ~ come to my tau.aers lands. 

H e's ta'en Ruffi·: P \. ebythewl. itehand, anrl gentlv lt-d her up and t!own, A n<l ~y he k ffi·d h~ r red rofy lips~ ' . I you1 e welcome, Jewt , tG> you r own, H t' s ta' en her by the milk white hand, and ht's _led h_er to yoeder gretn. b 1. ' t- c.,hc11 g'<1 . ern«:ID€ fronl. ~uffie Pye, and he'b call'd her lovel_y Lady Jean· 

F I N I S. 
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