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IN the time of the firlt crufades, a certain king in Europe (I
know not where his kingdom lay) refolved to make war againit
the Infidels in Palefline. Before he undertook fo long a journey,
he put his kingdom into fuch good order, and the regency into
the hands of fo able a minifter, that he was entirely eafy upon
that account. What moft difquieted this prince, was the care of
his family. His queen had not been long dead. She left him no
fon; but he faw himfelf father of three young princefles, all mar-
riageable. My chronicle does not inform me what were their
true names. I only know, that as in thofe happy times the ho-
neft fimplicity of the people gave very freely names to eminent
perfons, according to their good or bad qualities, the eldeft of
thefe princefles they named Dreza, fignifying in our modern ftyle
idle; the fecond, Pratilia, implying talkative; and- the third,
Finetta ; names, which had all of them a juft relation to the cha-
raters of thefe three fifters.

Never was any perfon known fo indolent as Drona. She never
waked every day till one in the afternoon. She was dragged along
to church in the fame condition as when fhe got out of her bed;
her night-clothes all tumbled, her gown loofe, no girdle; and
very otten one flipper of a fort, and one of another. They ufed to
retify this miitake before night; but they never could prevail on
this princefs to go any otherways than in flippers; it was a moft
infupportable fatigue to put on fhoes. © So foon as fhe had dined,
the fat down to ber toilctte, where the continued till evening. The
reft of her time, till' midnight, fhe employed at play, and eating
her fupper, After that, they were almolt as long in pulling off
her clothes, as they had been in putting them on. She could never
be perfuaded to go to bed till it was broad day.

Pratifia led quite another fort of a life. This princels was
very brifk and ative, and employed very little time about her
perfon; but fhe had fuch a ftrange itching to talk, that from the
very moment fhe waked, till the time fhe fell afleep again, her
mouth was never thut. She knew the hiftory of all things ; ill
managements, tender compadlts ; the gallantries and intrigues not
only of the court, but of the meaneft cits. She kept a regiiter of
all thofe wives who pinched their families at home, to appear the
finer abroad ; and was exaltly informed what fuch a countefs’s
woman, and fuch a marquis’s fteward gained. The better to be
inftructed in all thefe little affairs, fhe gave audience to her nurfe,
and mantua-maker, with greater pleafure than fhe would to any
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ambaffador ; and when fhe had got any thing new, fhe tired every
body with repeating to them thefe fine flories, from the king her
father down to the footmany; for provided the could but talk, fhe
did not care to whom it was. This itch of talking produced yet
another bad effect on this princefs ;- for, notwithftanding her high
rank, her too familiar airs emboldened the pert fj erks about the
court to talk of love to her.  She heard their fpe'ec'ges withéut any
ceremony, purely to have the pleafare of anfwering them; for,
from morning till night, whatever it might coft her, fhe muft ej-
ther hear others tattle, or tattle herfelf. Never did Pratilia, any
more than Drona, employ herfelf in thinking, reading, or reflett-
ing. She never troubled herfelf about houfehold matters, or the
amufements of her {pindle or needle. Tn fhort, thefe two fifters
lived ir perfect idlenefs, as well of mind as of body.- :

The youngeft of thefe three princeffes was of a quite different
charater.. Her thoughts and hands were continm‘hx gmployed.
She was of .a furprifing vivacity, and fhe applied it to good ufes.
She danced, {ung, and played upon mufic, to perfection ;, finithed,
with wonderful addrefs and fkill, thofe little works of the hand,
which generally amufe thofe of her fex. She put the king’s houfe-
hold into exaét regulation and order; and, by her care and vigi-
lance, hindered the pilfering of the lower officers; for even in
thofe days, princes were cheated by thofe about them. Her ta.
lents were not bounded there. She-had a great deal ot judgment,
and fuch a wondertul prefence of mind, that the immediatel
found the means of extricating herfelf out of the greateft difficul-
ties. ‘This young princefs had, by her penetration, difcovered a
dangerous fnare which a perfidious ambaffador had laid for the
king her father, in a treaty juft ready to be figned by that prince.
To punilh the treachery of this ambaffador and his mafter, the
king altered the article of the treaty; and, by wording it in the
terms his daughter diftated to him, he in his turn deceived the
deceiver himfelt. The princefs moreover difcovered a vile piece
of roguery, which a certain minifter had a mind to play the king;
and, by the advice fhe gave her father, he o managed, that the
perfidy of that traitor fell upon his own head.  She likewife gave,
on feveral other occafions, fuch marks of her penetration and fine
genius, that the people gave her the furname of Firetta,
~ The king loved her far above his other daughters, and depended
fo much wpon her good fenfe, that if he had no other chitd but
her, he would have began his journey with no manner of uneafi.
nefs ; but he as much diftrufted the condu& of his other daugh.
ters, as he relied upon Finetta. Therefore, to be affured o the
fteps his family might take in his abfence, as he was of thofe of
his fubjects, he took fuch meafures as I fhall now relate.

Having great intimacy with a very able fainy, this king paid a
vilit to her; whom he acquainted with the uneafinefs he was in
about his daughters. ¢ It is not,” faid he, ¢ that the two
eldeft, whom I am uneafy about, have ever done the leaft thing
contrary to their duty; but they have fo Jitile fenfe, are fo Im»
prudent, and live o very idly, that I fear in my ablence they will
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engage in fome foolith intrigue,b'i‘:fother, merely to amafe thema

jelves. As for Finetta, 1 any fecure of her virtue. However, I

{hall treat her as her fifters, to make na dittintion. ' For which

reafon, fage fairy, I defire you to make three diftaffs of glafs for
my daughters, to be made with fuch art, that each of them may
not fail to break, as foon as fhe to whom it belongs does any
thing contrary to her henour.” As this-fairy was one of the
moft expert, fhe gave that prince three enchanted diftaffs, fo made
as to anfwer his defign. i
But he was not contented with this precaution. He put the
princefles into a tower vaftly high, which ftood in a very f{olitary
and” defert place. ‘The king told his daughters, that he com-
manded them to-take up their refidence in that tower during his
abfence, and charged them not to admit into it any perfon what-
{oevery He took from them all their officers and fervants of both
fexes; and, after having prefented them with the enchanted dif-
taffs, the qualities of which he told them, he kiffed the princefizs,
locked the doors of the tower; took the keys away himifeif, and
then fet forward on his expedition.
Care was taken to fix a pulley to one of the windows of the
tower. 'There ran a rope through it; to which the princefies tied
a batket, which they let down daily. In this balket was every day
put provifions, which when they had drawn up, they carefully
carried away the rope to one of their chambers. :
" Drona and Pratilia led fuch a life in this folitude, as filled them
with defpair. They fretted themfelves to fuch a degree as was
beyond expreffion. But they were forced to have patience; for
their diftaffs were reprefented to them fo terrible, that they were
afraid the leaft ftep, though never fo little awry er equivocal,
might break them. As for Finetta, fhe was not in the leaft out of
humour. Her fpindle, needle, and mufic, furnifhed her with fuf-
ficient amufement; and befide this, by order of the minifter who
then governed the ftate, there was taken to put into their bafket
letters, which informed the princefles of whatever pafled, either
within or without the kingdom. The king allowed it thould ke
fo; and the minifter, to make his court to the princeffes, did nct
fail. of being very exa&t as to this article. Fimetta read all this
news with great attention, -and diverted herfelf with it; but as for
her two fifters, they took no manner of notice of it. They faid,
they were too much out of humour to amufe them{e®®s with fuch
trifles ; they ought at leatt to bave cards to divert their melen-
choly, during their father’s abfence. .
Thus they pafled their time in great difquiet, murmuring con-
tinually againft their hard fortune. They were frequently at the
windows, to fee at leaft what paffed in the country. One day, as
Finetta was bufied in her chamber about fome pretty work, her
fiters, who were at the window, faw, at the foot of the tower, a
© pooy woman clothed in rags and tatters, who cried out to them in
‘4 AGrrowful tone, and in a very moving manner complained to

them of her mifery. She begged them, with her hands joined to-
\ gether, that they would let her come into the caitle; telling them,
C
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that fhe was a wretched ftranger, who knew how to do éthoufand
things, and would ferve them with the utmoft fidelity. At firft,
the princefles called to mind their father’s orders not to let any one

~come near the tower; but Drona was fo weary of waiting upon "

herlelf, and Pratilia was fo uneafy at having nobody to talk to
but her fifters; that the earneft defire one had to be dreffed piece-
aeal, and the eagernefs of the other to have fomebody elfe to chat
with, made them refolve to let in this poor ftranger. ¢ Do you
think,” faid Pratilia to her fifter, ¢¢ that the king’s order extends
- to this unfortunate wretch? I believe we may take her in, without
any confequence.”’—¢ You may do fifter,” anfwered Drona,
¢ what you pleafe.” Then Pratilia, who only waited her cona
fent, immediately let down the bafket. The peor woman got into
it,l‘and the princefles immediately drew her up by the help of the
ully.
' ‘When they viewed this woman nearer them, the horrible nafti-
nefs of her clothes turned their ftomach. "They would have given
her others; but flie tcld them, fie would change them the next
day; but at prefent fhe would think upon nothing but her work,
She was ipeaking thefe words, when Fizetta came into the room.,
This princefs was ftrangely furprifed to fee this unknown crea-
ture with her fifters. They told her the reafons which had in-
duced them to draw lLer up. Finetta, who faw it was a thing
done, diffembled her vexation at this imprudent aétion.

In the mean time, this new fervant of thefe princeffes took a =

hundred turns about the caftle, under pretence of doing her work
but, in reality, to obferve how things were difpofed in it; for this
creature, {fo much in tatters, was the fon of a powerful king, 3
neighbour of the princeffes’ father. This young prince was one
of the moft artful and defigning perfons of his time, and governed
entirely the king his father; which indeed required not much ad-
drefs, for that prince was of fo fweet and cafy a character, that
he bad the furname given him of The Mild. ~As for this prince
his fon, who always alted with artifice and cunning, he was by the
people furnamed Rich-im-Craft, but for thortnefs tuke Rich Gy afte
He had a younger brother, who had as many good qualities as
this had bad. - However, notwithftanding their different tempers,
there was between thefe two princes fuch a i€t union, that ever

body wordered at it. Befide the good qualities which the youngeft
prince was poflefied of, the beauty of his face, and the gracefulnefs
of his pafon were {o remaikable, that he was generally called
Bel-a-wveir. Tt was prince Rich Craft, who had put the ambaflas
dor of the king his father upon that wicked turn in the treaty,
which was fruftrated by the addrefs of Finetta, and fell upon them-
felves.  Rich Craft, who before that had no geat love for the
king the princefles’ father, fince then bere him the utmott averfion %
fo that when he had notice of the precautions which that prince

had tzken, in relation to his daughters, he tock a pernicious: -

pleafure to deccive, if pcflible, the prudence of fo fufpicious a
tather. Accordingly, Kich Craft got leave of the king his father,
fo travel upon fome invented pretence, and took fuch meafuresas

=
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gained him entrance into the tower where thefe princefes were
corfined, as you have been informed. g

In examining the caftle, this prince obferved that it was very
eafy for the princeffes to make themf(elves heard by people going
in the roads; and he concluded, that it was beft for him to conti-
nue in his difguife all day; becaufe they could, if they had .a
mind to it, callout to paffengers, and have him chaftifed for his
rath enterprife. He therefore remained all day long in his tatters,
and counterfeited a profefled beggar-woman; but -at night, after
the priucefies had {upped, Rich Craft threw off his rags, and
thowed himfelf drefled like a cavalier in rich apparel, all covered.
over with gold and rich jewels. The poor princefles were {o
much frightened at this fight, that they began to haften from him:
with the utmoft precipitation. Finetta and Pratilia, who were
very nimble, foon got to their chambers; but Drona, who fcarce
knew how to move, was by this prince prefently overtaken.

He immediately threw himfelf at her feet, declaring who he
was; and told her, thar the reputation of her pi¢ture had induced
him to leave a delightful court, to come and offer up his faith
and vows. Droza was fo much at a lofs, that the could not an=
fwer one word to the prince, who was itill kneeling; but as, amid
a thoufand tender endearments, with as iany proteftations, he
ardently conjured her to receive him that very moment for her
hufband, her natural foftnefs not fuffering her to contend, fhe
told Rich Craft, in a very dronith and indolent tone, that the bea
lieved him fincere, and accepted of his vows. She oblerved no
greater formalities than thole, which were the conclulion of this
marriage. But withal, fhe lolt her diftaff, for it immediately
broke into a thoufand pieces.

Mean while, Pratilia and Finetta were in ftrange uncafinefles.
They .had got away feparately into their apartments, and locked
themfelves in. Thefe apartments were at fome diftance from each
other; and as thefe princefies were ignorant of their fifters, they
did not fleep one wink all night Ling.

Next morning, the pernicioys prince led Drore into a ground
apartment, which was at the end of the garden; where this princefs
told him how greatly fhe was difturbed about her fifters, though
fhe dared not fee them, for fear they fhould blame her about her
marriage. The prince told her, he would undertake they fthould
approve of it; and after fome difcourfe went out, and locked
Drona in, without her perceiving it; and then fearehied caretully
every where, to find out the other two princefles. It was {ome
time before he could difcover in what chambers they had fecured
themfelves; but at laft, the ftrong inclination which Pratilia had
to be always prattling, caufing this princefs to talk and bewail
her deftiny to herfelf, the prince heard her; and coming up to the
door, faw her through the key-hole.

Rich Craft fpoke to her through the door, gaying to her the
fame he had told her fitter ; which was, that ith as only to offer
her his raith and hearty which had cauied hintto undertake the
eaterprife of entering the tower. He praided, not without exceflive
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exaggeration, her wit and beauty ; and Pratilia, who was fully
perfuaded in herfelf that fhe was poffefled of infinite merit, was
foolith enough'to believe all the prince told her. She anfwered
him with a torrent of words, which were not over and above difo-
bliging. Certainly this princefs muft have had a great flow of
Ipeech, to acquit herfelf as fhe did ; for fhe was terribly faint, not
having tafted a morfel all day, by reafon fhe had nothing fit to eat
in her chamber. As fhe was extremely lazy, and had no manner
of thought of any thing but endlefs talking, fhe had not the lealt
forefight. When fhe wanted any thing, fhe had recourfe to Fi-
zetta; and this amiable princefs, who was as laborious and provi=-
dent as her fifters were the contrary, had always in her chamber
great abundance of fine bifcuits, pies, macaroons, with dried and.
wet fweetmeats of all forts, and of her own making. Pratilig
then, who had not the like advantage, finding herfelf at that time
much prefled with hunger, and the proteftations which the prince
made through the door, opened it at laft to that feducer; when he
acted the comedian quite perfeétly, having well ftudied his part,
They then both went out of this apartment, and came into the of-
fice of the callle, where they found all forts of refrefhment; for
the bafket furnifhed the princefles every day with more than
enough. Pratilia could not help being ftill in pain for her fifters,
and what might become of them; but it came into her head, I
know not upon what foundation, that they were doubtlefs beth
locked up in Finetta’s chamber, where they wanted for nothing.
Rich Crajft ufed all the arguments he could to confirm her in this
belief, and told her that they would go and find out the princefles
toward evening. She could not agree with bim in that, but ‘aid
they fhould go and fee after them as foon as they had done eating,
In thort, the prince and princefs fell to it very heartily ; and when
they had done, Rich Craft defired to [ee the finelt apartment in the
caftle. He gave his hand to the princefs, who led him thither;
and when he was there, began to exaggerate the tender paffion he
had for her, and the advantages the would have in marrying him.
He told her, as he had done her fifter Drona, that fhe ought to
accept of his faith that very moment; becaufe, if fhe fhould fee
her hiters before the had taken him for her hufband, they would not
fail to oppofe it; and being, without contradiftion, one of the
moft powerful of the neighbouring princes, he would moft proba-
bly feem to them a perfon fitter for her eldeft fifter than her, who
would never confent to a match fhe herfelf might defire with all
amaginable ardour. Pratilia, after a deal of difcourfe, which figni-
fied nothing, was as extravagant as her fifter had been. She ac-
cepted the prince for her hufband, and never thought of the effeéts
of her glafs diftaff till after that diftaff was fhattered in a hundred
picces. Toward evening, Pratilia returned to her chamber with
the prince; and the firft thing this princefs faw, was her glals
diftaft’ all broken to bits; fhe was much troubled at this fight,
The prince afked her the reafon of her concern. As her paflion
for babbling made her incapable of being filent on any fcore, the
toolifbly told*Rich Craft the myftery of the diftaff; at which this
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prince was wickedly overjoyed, fince the father of thefe princefles
would by this means be entirely convinced of the bad conduct of
his daughters, However, Pratilia was no longer in the humour
of going to look after her fiters. She hal reafon to_fear they
would not approve of her coniult, But the prince offered him-
(elf to do this office, and told her, he fhould find means to pere
fuade them to approve of it. After this affurance, the princefs,
who had not fhat her eyes all night, grew drowly; anl while the
was {leeping, Rich Craft tarned the key upon her, as he had
done before to Drona.

When this perfidious prince had locked up Pratilia, he went
into all the rooms of the caftle, one after another; and as he
found them all open but one, which was faltened in the infide, he
concluded for certain, that thither it was Finetta had retived. As
he had compofed a itring of compliments, he went to retail out at
Finetta's door the fame things he had made ufe of to har filterse
But this princefs, who was not a dupe, like thofe her elder fifters,
heard him a good while, without making the lealt anfwar. At
laft, finding that he knew (he was in the room, fhe told bim, if
it was true he had [o ftrong and fincere a paffion for her, as he
would perfuade her, fhe defired he would go down into the gar-
den, and fhut the door upon him; and after that the would talk
to him as much as he pleated out of the window of that apartment
which looked upen the garden.

Rich Craft would not agree to this; and as the princefs (till
refolutely perfrited: in not op-ning the door, this wicked prince,
mad with impatence, went and got a billet, and broke it opsne
He found Firetta armed with a great hammer, which hal been ac-
cilentally left in a wardrobe near her chamber. Emotion raifed
Finetta’s complexion ; and though her eyes {parkled with rage, the
appeared to Rich Craft a moit enchanting beauty. He would
have calt himfelf at her feet; but ihe faid to him boldly, as the
retived, ‘¢ Prince, if you approach me, I will cleave your head
with this hammer.”’—¢ What! beautiful princefs,”” cried out

2ich Craft, in his hypocritical tone, ‘¢ does the love I have for
you infpire you with fuch hatred?’” He began to preach to her
again (but at the farther part of the reom) of the violent ardor
which the reputation of her beauty and wonertul wit had infpired
him with. He added, that the only motive he had to put on fuch.
difguife, was merely with refpet to offer her hishand ani beart;
and told her, that fhe ought to pardon, on account of the violence
of s palfion, his boidnets m breaking open her door. He ended,
by enleavounng to periiade her, as he had her Giters, t .at it was
her interelt to receive him for her hufband as {Hon as poffible. He
told her, moreover, he did not know where heg fifters weve retired 5
becauie he was not in any pain about them, having his thoughts
whally fixed upon her. The advoit princefs, feigning hetfeif en-
tirely p:,c‘lﬁ:.l, told him, that the muft find out her fiters; and
that atin tirat, thdy would take their meafures altogether. Bat
Rich Graft anfwered, that he could by no means refolve upon

C3
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that till fhe had confented to marry him'; becaufe her fitters-would
not fail to oppofe the match, on account of their right of elderfhip.
Finetta, who with good reafon diftrufted this prince, found her
fufpicions redoubled by this anfwer, She trembled to think what
might have happened to her fifters, and refolved to revenge them
with the fame ftroke which might make her avoid a misfortnne,
like wiat fhe judged had befallen them. This young princefs
then told Rich Craft, that fhe readily confented to marry him ; but
the was fully perfuaded, that marriages which were made at night
were alivays unhappy; and therefore defired he would defer the
of plighting to each other their mutual £ tit till the next
She-added, he might be affured fhe woild not mention
a fyllable of all this to the princefles her fiters, and begged him
to give ther only a little time to fay her prayers; that atterward
fhe would lead him to a chamber where he fhould have a very good
bed, apld then fhe would return to her own room till the morroyy
. Rich Craft, who was not over and above courage-
ous, {geing Finetta ttill armed with the great hammer, which the
played with like a fan, confented to what the princefs defired,
vent away, to give her fome time to meditate. He was no
[ gone, but Finetta hafted to make a bed over the hole of
a fink in one of the rooms of the caftle. This room was as hand-
“fom as any of the reft; but they threw down the hole of that
ﬁnlyﬁ which was very large, all the filth and ordures of the caitle.
Finztta put over the hole of this ink two weak fticks acrofs; then
vely handfomely made the bed upon them, and immediately ré=
Yirned to her chamber. A moment after came Rich Craft, and
the princefs conduted him into the room where fhe had made his
'bed, and retired. The prince, without undrefling, threw himfelf
Laftily upon the bed’y.and his weight having all at once broken
[ the flender fticks, he fellidown to the bottom of the fink, without
, being able to ftop himlb”","ﬁmking twenty bumps in his head, and
being all over forely bruifed. Thefall of the prince made a great
noife in ‘the pipe as he was defcending; and befides, being not far
fromn Finetta’s chamber, the foon knew her artifice had the fuce
cefs fhe promifed herfelf; and fhe felt a fecret joy, which was ex-
tremely agreeable to her. It is impoflible to defcribe the pleafure
3t gave her to hear him muttering in the fink. He very well de-
ferved that punifhment; and the princefs had reafon to rejoice at
it. “But her joy was not fo great as to make her unmindfui of hey
fiteys. Her firft care was to feek for them. It was no hard
matter te find out Pratilia, Rich Craft, afier double locking
that “princefs into her chamber, having left thé key in the door,
Finetta went haftily in; and the noife the made awaked her fifter in
a ftart. At the fight of hetifhe was in great contulion.  Finetia
related to her after what manner fhe had got rid of the wicked
prince who was coming to infult them. Pratilia, at this news,
was as one thunder-ftruck. However, diffembling the excefs of
her (crrow, fhe went out of her chamber with Finetta, to look
after Drona, They went into all the rcoms of the caftle, but

ug
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could not find her. At lak, Finetta bethought herfelf, that fhe
might be in the apartment of the garden; where, indeed, they
found her half dead with defpair and faintne(s; for fhe had not
tafted any thing all that day. The princefles gave her all necef-
fary affittance ; after which they told each other their adventures,
which affected Droza and Pratilia with mortal forrow, Then
they went all three to take their repofe.

In the mean time Rich Craft paffed the night very uncomforta-
bly; and when day came, he was not much the better for it. This
prince was groping among difimal dungeons, the utmolt horror of
which he could not fee, becaufe the leaft glimple of light could not
enter. However at laft, with a great deal of itruggling, he came
to the end of the drain, which ran into a river at a confiderable
diftance from the caltle. He found means to make himfelf heard
by fome men who were then fithing in the river; by whom he
was drawn out in fuch a pickle as raifed compaflion in thofe good
people. He caufed himfelf to be carried to his fathei’s court to
be cured; and this difgrace made him take fuch a ftrong hatred
and averfion to Fizetta, that he thought lefs on his cure than on
revenge. That princefs paffed her time but very fadly. Honour
was a thoufind times dearer to her than life; and the fhameful
weaknefs of her fifters had thrown her into fo great a defpair,
that the had much difficulty to get the better of it. At the fame
time, the ill ftate of health of thofe two princeffes, which was the
confequence of their unworthy marriages, put moreover Finetia’s
conltancy to the proof. Rich Craft, who had long been a com-
plete deceiver, failed not fince this adventure, muftering up all his
wits, to make himfelf in the highet degree a tricking villain
neither the fink, nor the bruifes, gave him fo much vexation, as
his having-been outwitted. He {urmifed the effects of his two
mairiagesgs jégm}-g’to tempt the ailing princeffes, he caufed to be
carried, uler the windows of the caitle, great tnbs full of tres,
all laden. S¥#h Sne fruit. Droza and Pratilia, who were often at
the windows, could not but fee the fruits; when immediately they
had a violent defire to eat of it; and they teazed Fimetta to go
down in the batket; to gather fome. The complaifance of'that
princefs was fo great, and being willing to oblige her fitters, the
did as they defired her, and brought up the fruit, which they de-
voured with the Aitmoft greedinels.

The next day there appeared fraits of another kind. This was
a frefh ggmptation for the princeffes, and a frefh inttance of Fizer-
ta’s compliance. ~But immediately Rich Craft’s officers, who
were i ambufliz:and had failed of their detign the firft time, were
not wanting to complete it the fecond, “Fhey {eized upon Fizetta,
and carried hér off in fpite of her filters, who tore their hair
through anguifh and defpair.

Rich Graftisyguards executed fo well their orders, that they
brought Finetéa to a country-houfe, where the prince was for-the

“secovery of his health. As he was tranfported with fury againft
this princefs, he faid to her a thoufand brutith things, which fhe
anfwered always with a fironels and greatnefs of foul, worthy a
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herotve as flie was. At laf, after having kept her for fome tinve
prifoner, he had her brought to the top of a mountain extremely
high, whither he followed her immediately after. Here it was
that he told her, they were going to put her to death, and after
fuch a manner as would fufficiently revenge all the injuries fhe
had done bim. - Then this bafe prince barbaroufly fhowed her a
barrel tuck in the infide all rount with pen knives, razors, and
hooked nails; and tokd her, that in order to give her the punifh«
~.ment fhe deferved, they were going to put her mto that veffef,
and roll her down from the top of the mountain into the valley,
Thongh Finetta was no Roman, fhe was no more afraid of the
punithment than Regulus herctofore was at the fight of a like
deftiny.  The young princefs kept up all her firmnefs and pre=
fence of mind.  Rich Craf#, inltead of almiring her heroic cha=
raéter, grew more enraged againit her than ever, and refolved to
haiten her death; and to that end bent himfelf down to look into
the barrel, which was to be the in‘trument of his vengeance, to
“examine if it was well provided with all its murdering weapons.
finetta, who faw her perfecutor very attentive in looking into
the bairel, loit no time, but very dexteroufly pufhed him into iz,
and rolled it down the mountiin, without giving the prince any
time to know where he was. After this, fhe ran away; and the
prince’s officers, who had feen with extreme grief after what crual
manner their malter meant to treat this amianle princefs, made not
the leatt attempt to ftop her; befides, they were fo much fright-
“encd at what had happened to Rich Craft, that they thought of
nothing elfe but ftopping the barrel. But their endeavours were
‘all in vainj; he rolled down to the bottom of the mountain, where
they took him out ali over wounded in a thoufand wlaces.

This accident of Rich Craft threw the Gentle King and prinze
Bel a-woer into the utmoft defpair.  As for the people, they were
not at all concerned, Rich Craft being by all extremely hated;
and they were even aftonithed to think that the young prince,
who had fuch noble and generous fentiments, could love this un-
worthy elder brother. But {uch was the good-nature of this
prince, that he was ftrongly attached to all who were of the fami-
ly. Rich Craft always hal the addrefs to fow him fuch tender
marks of affeftion, that this younger brother could never have
forgiven himfelf, bad he not anfwered them with intereft.  Bel a-
«woir was therefore touched with exceffive grief at the wounds of
his brother, and he tried all means to have him perfeétly cured;
but, notwithftanding al the care taken of him by thofe about
him, nothing“could do Rich Craft any good. On the contrary,
his wounds feemed every day to grow worfe, and to prognoiticate
he would finger on a long while in mifery.

Finettay after having difengaged herfelt from this terrible dan-

€y, Was now got very huppily to the cattle, where the had lefther
fifters, and where it was not long betore the had new troubles to
encounter with.  The two princefles were brought to bed each of
them of a fon; at which Finetza was exceedingly perplexed. Howa
ever, the coursge of this princefs did not abate, The defive the
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had to conceal the fhame of her filters made her refolve to expofle

herfelf once more, though fhe very well knew the danger. To

bring about her defign, fhe took all the meafures prudence could’

fuggeft. She difguifed herfelf in man’s clothes, put the children

- of her fiflers into boxes, in which fhe had bored little holes over
againft the mouths of thefe infants, that they might breathe. She
got on horfeback, and took along with her thefe-boxes, and fome
others ; and in this equipage, arrived at the Gentle King’s capital
city, where Rich Craft then was.

As foon as fhe came into the city, fhe was told after what noble
a manner Bel-a-woir did pay for the medicines which were givem
his brother, who had brought to court all the mountebanks of
Europe ; for at that time there were a great many adventurersy
without bufinefs or capacity, whe gave themfelves out for wons=
derful proficients, having received from heaven the gift to cure
all forts of diftemper. Thefe people, whofe whole {cience confifts
in nothing but to cheat impudently, found always great credit
among the people; they knew how to impofe upon them by their
extraordinary exterior, and by the odd names they affumed. Thefe
kinds of dottors never ftay in the place of their nativity ; and
the prerogative of coming from a long way off does, with the
vualgar, very frequently fupply the want of merit.

‘The ingenious princefs, who knew all this, took a name ens
tirely ftrange to that kingdom; which name was Sanatio., Then
fhe gave out, that the chevalier Sanatio was come with wonderful
fecrets, to cure all forts of wounds, the moft dangerous and inve
terate. Bel-a-woir fent immediately for this pretended knight,
Finetta came, made the beft empiric in the world, threw out five

" or fix terms of art with a cavalier’s air; nothing was wanting,
This prince(s was furprifed at the good mien, and agreeable car-
riage of Bel-a-woir; and after having difcourfed fome time with
this prince about the wounds of Rich Craft, fhe told him fhe
would go'and fetch a bottle of incomparable water, and in the
mean while leave two boxes fhe had brought thither, which con-
tained fome excelient ointments, very proper for the wounded
pritce. ®pon faying this, the pretended phyfician went out, and
came no more. ‘They were very impatient at his ftaying fo long,
At laft, as they were going to haften his coming, they heard the
crying of young children in prince Rich Graft’s chamber, 'This
furprifed every body; for there was no manner of appearance of
any children. Some liftened attentively,. and they found that thefe
cries came from the doctor’s boxes.

It was, in reality, Fizetia’s little nephews. This princefs had
given them a great deal to eat before fhe came to the palace; but
as they had been there now a long time, they wanted more, and
explained their neceflities, by finging this doleful tune, They
opened the boxes, and were amazed to find in them aétually two
Jittle babes very pretty., Rich Craft immediately made no doubt
but that this was a new trick of Fizetta’s. He conceived againit
her fuch a rage as is not to be exprefled ; and his pains fo greatly

dncreafed, that they concluded he mult unavoidably die at thole
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hurts. Bel-a-woir was penetrated with the moft lively forrow 3
but Rich Craft, perfidious to his laft moment, ftulied how to
abufe the tendernefs of his brother. '

¢ You have always loved nte, prince,” cried he, ¢ and yon la-
ment your lofs of me. T camhave no greater proofs of your love,
1n relation to my life. I am dying; butif ever I have been dear
to you, grant this one thing, I beg you, which I am gomg to
demand.””" Bel-a woir, whe, in the condition wherein he faw his
brother, found himfelf incapable of refufing him, fwore the moft
terrible oaths, to grant him whatever he thould defire.  As (oon
as Rich Craft heard thefe oaths, he f2id to his brother, embrac-
ing him, “ I die contented, brother, fince I am revenzed ; for
that which I beg of you to do for me, is to alk Firzetta in mar-
tiage, immediately after my deceafe.  You will undoubtedly ob-
tain this wicked princefs ; and the moment fhe fhall be in your
power,’ plunge your poignard into her heart.”  Bel-a-woir tiem-
bled with horrer at thefe words. He repented the imprudence of
his oaths; but it was not now the time to unfay themj and he
had no mind his repentance thould be taken notice of by his bros
ther, who expired {oon after.  The Gentle King was very fenfi-
bly touched at his death. His people, far from regretting Rick
Craft, were extremely glad that his death fecured the fucceffion of
the crown to Bel-a-woir, whofe merit was dear to all.

Finetta, who had once more happily returned to her fiftersy
heard foon after of the death of Rich Craft; and (ome time atter
that, news was carried to the three princefles, that the king theig
fatlier was come home. The prince came in a hurry to the tower ;
and his firlt care was, to atk to fee the glafs diftaffs. Droza went
and brought that which belonged to Finetta, and fhowed it to the
king; then making a very low cnrtfey, carvied it back again to
the place whence fhe had taken it.  Pratilia did fo too; and Fi-
netta, in ber turm, brought her diftaff; but the king, who was

ery {fufpicious, had a mind to fee them all three tozether. No
one could fhow hers but Firetta; and the King fell into fucn a
rage againit his two eldeit daughters, that he fent them that moment
away to the fairy who had given him the ditaffs, defirlng her to
Keep them with her as long as they lived, and punifh them accorde
ing to their deferts.

‘To begin the punithment of thefe princeffes, the fairy led themn
into a gallery ot her enchanted caifle, where fhe had caufed to be
painted the hiftory of a vatt number of illuftrious women, who
made themfelves famous by their viitue and laborious life. By
the wonderful effe& of fairy art, all thel- figures moved, and were
in action trom morning till night. There were feen every where
trophies and devifes to the honour of thefe viituous ludics ; anl ig
was no flight mortification for the two fifters, to compore the tri-
winph of thelt heiomnes with tae fituation to which their unhappy
impru.ence bl reduce | tuem, To increife their vexation, the
fairy told them very gravely, that if they hud been as well em«
ployed as thofe whom tnzy faw in the picture, they hd not fallen
mto the unwortay «izors whichruised them; but that ialencds was
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ghe mother of all vices, and the fource of all their misfortunes.
The fairy added, that to hinder them from falling into the like
misfortunes, the would give them thorough employment ; and in-
deed fhe obliged the princeffes to employ themfelves in the coarfeft
and meaneit works ; and without having any regard to their com-
plexion, fhe fent them to gather peafe in the garden, and to pull
out the weeds. Drona could not help falling into defpair, and
died with fatigue and vexation. Pra:ilia, who fome time after
found means to make her efcape by night, out of the fairy’s caftle,
broke her fcull againit a tree, and died in the arms of {ome country
pec}ple, who were pafling by. .

inetta’s good-nature made her very fenfibly grieve for her
fifters fate; and in the midit of thefe troubles fhe was informed,
that prince Bel-a-woir had afked her in marriage of the king her
Yather, who had confented to it, without giving her any notice;
for in thofe days, the inclination of parties was the leaft thing they
confidered in marriage. Fizetta trembled at the news. She had
reafon to fear left the hatred which Rich Craft had for her might
infect the heart of a brother who was fo dear te him; and fhe had
apprehenfions, that this young prince married heronly to make her
a lacrifice to his brother. Full of thefe difquiets, the princefs
went to confult the fage fairy, who elteemed her as much as fhe
defpifed Drona and Pratilia.

The fairy would reveal nothing to Fizetta. She only faid to
her, ¢ princefs, you arefage and prudent. You would not hi-
therto have taken f{uch juft meafures for your condudt, had you
not always kept in mind that ¢ diftruft is the 4nother ot fecurity.?
Continue to think earggltly on the importance of this maxim, and
you will come to be happy, without the affitance of my art.”” Not
being able to get any farther light from the fairy, this princefs re-
turned to the palace in extreme agitation.

Some days after, this princefs was married by an ambaffador,
in the name of prince Bel-a-woir, and fthe fet out to go to her
fpoufe in a magnificent equipage. She made in the fame manner.
her entrées into the Gentle King’s two firft frontier towns; and at
the third fhe found Bel-a-woir, who was come to meet her, by or- "
der of his father. Every body was furprifed to fee the fadnefs of
the prince af the approach of a marriage, for which he had thown
fo great a defire. 'The king himfelf was forced to interpofe, and
fent him, contrary to his inclination, to meet the princefs.

When Bel-a-woir faw her, he was ftruck with her charms., He
made her his compliments, but in {o confufed a manner, that the
two courts, who knew how much wit and gallantry the prince
was mafter of, believed he was fo fenfibly touched, that through
the force of love he had loft his prefence of mind. The whole
town fhouted for joy, and there were every where concerts of mu-
fic, and fire-works. In fhort, after a magnificent fupper, prepa-
rations were made for conducting them to their apartment.

Finetia, who was always thinking on the maxim which the
fairy bade her obferve, had:a defign in her head. This princefs
bad gained one of the women, who had the key of the clofet be
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fonging to the apartment which was defigned for her; and fhe had
privately given orders to that wontan to carry into the clofet fome
firaw, a bladder, fheep’s blood, and the guts of fome of thofe ani-
mals which had been dreffed for {fupper. The princefs, on fome
pretence, went into that clofet, and made a puppet of the ftraw,
into which fhe put the guts, and the bladder fuil of blood ; after
that, fhe drefled it up in women's night-clothes. She then re<
turned to her company, and foon after was condu¢ted with her
fpoule to their apartment.  When they had allowed as much time
at the toilette as was neceffary, the ladies of honour took away the
flambeaux, aud retired. Finetta immediately threw the image of
ftraw upon the bed, and went and hid herfelf in one of the corners
of the chamber.

The prince, after having fighed three or four times very loud,
drew his fword, and ran it through the body of the fuppofed Fi=
metta; at the fame inftant he found the blood trickle all about,
and the woman of ftraw without motion. ¢ What have I done ?*
cried he. ¢ What!t After fo many cruel confli¢ts ! after having
fo much weighed with myfelf, if I fhould keep my oaths at the
expence of a crime, have I taken away the life of a charming
princefs I was born to love? Her charms ravithed me the mo-
ment 1 faw her; and yet I had not the power to free myfelf from
an oath which a brother, poffefled with tury, had exaéted from me
by an unworthy furprifc. Ah! heavens, could any one fo much
as dream to punifth 2 woman for having too much virtue? Well!
Rich Craft, I have fatisfied thy unjuit vengeance; but now I
will revenge Fuefia, in her turn, by my death! Yes, beautiful
princefs, my fword fhall—" By thefe words the prircefs under-
ftanding that the prince, who in his tranfport dropped his {word,
was feeling for it, in order to thruft it throngh his body, was re-
folved he fhould not be guilty of fuch a folly; and therefore cried
out, ‘ my prince, I am not dead. ~The goodnefs of your difpo-
fition made me guefs your repentange; and, by an innocent de-
" ception, I have hindered you fiom committing the worlt of all
crimes.” She then related to him the forefight fhe had in rela-
tion to the figure of ftraw. The prince, all tranfported to find her
alive, admired the prudence fhe was miftrefs of on all occafions,
and had infinite obligations to her for preventing him committing
a crime, which he could not think ¢n without horror 5 and he did
not comprehend how he could be fo weak as not to [ee the nullity
of thofe wicked oaths which had been exaéted from him by artifice.

However, if Finetta had not been ever perfuaded, that ¢ diftruft
is the mother of fecurity,’ fhe had been killed, and her death been
the caufe of that of Bel-a-woir 5 and then, atterward, people would
have reafoned at leifure upon the oddnefs of this piince’s fenti-
ments. Happy prudence, and prefence of mind ! which prel(rved
this princely pair from the moft dreadful misfertunes, for a fweet
and nioft delighttul fituavon. 1 hey always setained’ for - each
other a vary great tendernefs, and pafled through a long fucceflion
of happy days with fo much felicity and glory, as is impoflibie for
the moft able pen or tongue to deleribe, -
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ONCE upon a time there was a widow, a good fort of woman,
who had two daughters, both very amiable; the elder was called
Blanche, and the younger Perrmeille. ‘They had received thofe
names, becaufe one had the faireft complexion imaginable, and
the other cheeks and lips which vied with coral in vermillion.

One day, as this good woman was near her door, fpinning, fhe
fpied a poor hag, who with difficulty dragged herfelf along by the
help of a I’cxck. ¢ You are very much fanoued ™ faid the good
woman to the hag; ¢ fit down a moment to rei’c * and immee
diately fhe defired her daughters to give a chair to this woman.
They both”got up; but Vermeille ran fafter than her fifter, and
brought tlie chair, ¢ Would you take a drink 2’ f{aid the good
woman t¢ the hag. ¢ With all my he’ut," anfwered fhe, s}
even fancy I could eat a bit, if you could give me fomething to
my tafte.”—<¢ T fhall give you whatever is in my power,” faid
the good woman; ‘¢ but as ITam poor, that will not be much.
At the fame time {he defired her daughteis to ferve the old hag,
who fat down to table; and the good woman ordered the elder to
go and gather fome plumbs off a plumb-tree fhe had planted her-
felf, and loved ‘very much. Blanche, inftead of obeying her mo-=
ther with a good grace, murmured-againit this order, and faid to
herfelf, ¢¢ it is not for this old glutton, that I have had {o much
care of my plumb-tree.” She “Uid not however dare refufe {ome
plumbs, but fhe gave them with a bad grace, and againft the
grain.” ¢ And you, Vermeille,”” then faid the mothu to Ler
{econd daughter, *¢ you have no fruit to give this good lady, for
your grapes are not ripe.’'~—¢ That 1s true,” h)s Vermeilie ;

¢¢ but'I hear mv hen cxowmg She has Jml laid an egg. And if

madam will fivallow it qm(e hot, I offer it to her thh all my
heart.”” And at the fame time, without waiting for the hag’s‘an-
{wer, fhe ran to fetch the egg. But at the moment the was bre
fenting the egg to this woman, fhe vanithed; and in her iteqd
there appeared a beautiful lady, who faid to the mother, ¢ I wiil
reward your two daughters according to their merit.  The elder
fhall become a great queen, and the youngeft fhall be miftrefs of
a farm; and mnnedlately having ftruck the houfe with her fick,
it duappeared, and in its ftead they faw a very pretty farm-hoyfe
«¢ There is your lot,” faid fhe to Vermeslle, < 1 know I give
unto each what each likes bet.”” Haviag (id thefe words, the
fairy withdrew ; and the mother, as well as the dax.dners, res
mained exceedingly aftenifhed.

They went intor the farm-houfe, and were charmed with tie
neatnefs of the farniture, The chairs were only of wood ; but
they were {o neat; that they conld fee ‘themfelves in them, as ina
looking-glafs. The beds were of linen, white as fnow. In the
ftables there were twenty-weathers, and as many yews; fonr ox<
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en, and fourcows; and in the yard all forts of animals, fuch as
hens, “ducks, pigeons, and others. There was likewife a hand-
fomergarden, full of flowers and fruit. Blanche faw without envy
the gift that was beftowed on her fifter; and the was quite taken
up with the pleafure fhe fhould bave in being a queen.

All on a fudden fhe beheld huntimen pafs; and going to the
door to fee them, fhe appeared fo beautitnl to the king, that le
refolved to marry her. Blanche, become queen, faid to her fifler
Vermeille, ¢< 1 will not have you to be miftrefs of a farm. Come
with me; fifter. I will marry you to a great Jord.”—¢¢ I thank
you, fitter,”’ replied Vermeille. ¢ But I am accuftomed tv live in
the country, and I chufe to remain in it,” >

Queen Blanche then fet out; and fhe was fo well fatisfied, that
the paffed feveral nights without fleeping for jov. The firlt months
the was {0"occupied with her fine drefles, with balls and plays,
that fhe thought of nothing elfe. But fhe foon became accuftomed
to all that; and nothing amufed her any more. On the contrary,
the had great troubles. All the ladies of the court paid her great
refpett, when they were in lLer prefence; but fhe knew they did
not love her, and that they ufed to fay, ¢ fee that littie peafant
girl, how fhe alts the great lady. The king has a very mean tafte
to have taken fuch a woman.” This manner of talking made the
king refleét. He judged he had done wrong in marrying Blanche
and as his love for her was at an end, he kept a great number of
miftreffes. 'When they perceived the king loved his wife no more,
they began to fail in their duty toward her. She was very unhap.
py; for fhe had not one true friend, to whom fhe could tell her
troubles. She faw it was the fathion at cowt to betray one's:
friends through intereft, to fhow a fair countenance to thofe one
hated, and to lie every moment. She muft be ferious, becaufe
they told her a queen fhould have a grave majeftic air. She had
{everal children ; and during all that time fhe had a phyfician by
her, who examined whatever fhe ate, and deprived her of every
thing fbe liked. ‘They put no falt in her broth ; they forbade her
to walk, when fhe had a mind for it. In a word, fhe was contra-
dicted from morning till night.” They gave governefles to the
children, who educated them wrong, while fhe was not at liberty
to ccrre€t them. Poor Blanche was dying with chagrin; and flie
became fo thin, that fhe raifed pity in every one. She had not
feen her fifter for thice years that fthe was queen, becaufe fhe
thought a perfen of her rank would be difhonoured by paying a
vifit to the miftrefs of a farm; but finding herfelf overwhelmed
with melancholy, fhe refolved to go fpend fome days in the coun-
try to relieve her troubled mind. She afked the king’s leave ; who
granted it with all his heart, becanfe he reflefted he fhould be
rid of her for fome time.

She arrived in the.evening at Vermeille’s farm ; and fhe faw at
a diftance, before the deor, a crowd of thepherds and fhepherdeffes
dancing, and diverting themiclves with all their h.cans. ¢ Alas |
{aid the queen, with a figh, ¢ what is become of the timegvhen I
diverted mylelt like thefe poor people? No one then blamed me.”

v
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As foon as (he appeared, her fifter ran to embrace her. ' She had
fo contented an air, and was become fo fat, that'the queen; on
}ouking at her, could not refrain from tears. Verme:ille had mar-
ried a young peafant, who had no fortune; but he always re-
membered that his wife had given him all he had; and he ftudied,
by his complaifant manners, to fhow her his gratitude.. Verineille
had not many fervants; but they loved her as if they were her
children, becaufe fhe ufed them well.  AllL her neighbours likes
wife loved her; and each was anxious:to give her proofs of it.
She had not much money; but fhe did not ‘'want it, for fhe drew
from her own lands corn, wine, and oil.  Her flocks fupplied her
with milk ; with which fhe made butter and cheefes @ She fpun
the wool of her theep to make clothes for herfelf,: her hufband,
and two childven fhe had. They were in perfeét healthjand in
the evening, when the time for work: was over; they amufed
themfelves with all forts of play. ¢ Alas!? cried the queen,
¢ the fairy made me a bad prefent, in giving me a crown. ~We
don’t find joy in magnificent palaces, but in the innocent occupa~
tions of the country.””  She had fearce fpoken tiefe words, when
the fairy appeared. ¢ I did not mean to reward you, in‘making
you a queen,” faid the fairy to her, ¢ but to punifh you, be-
caufe you gave me the plumbs againft your will. = To be happy,
you muft, like your fifter; poflefs what is only neceflary, and wifh
for no more.”’—¢ Oh! madam,” cried Blanche; ¢¢ you have had
fufficient revenge. Put an end to my unnappinefs.”’—¢¢ It Is at
an end,”” replied the fairy. ‘¢ The king loves you no mote, He
has juit married another wife; and to-morvow his officers will
come to order you, in his name, not to return to his palace.”

It happened as the fairy had foretold; and Blanche fpent the
remainder of her days with her fitter Vermeille, amid all forts of
fatisfaction and pleafure ; and fhe never thought on the court, but
to thank the fairy for having brought her back to her village.

By Sand Dingd)e
THE SLEEPING BEAUTY

THE:WEOOD:«

THERE were formerly a king and a queen, who were excela

fively forry that they had no children. They went to all the wa-
ters in the world 5 vows, pilgrimages, all ways were tried, and all
to no purpofe. At latt, however, the queen proved with child,
and ‘was brought to-bed of a daughter. There was a very fine
chrittening; -and the princefs had for her godmothers all the fai=
ries theg could find in the whole kingdom (they found feven),
thut exﬁi.cne of them inight give her a gift, as was the cuftom of
faivies Muhofe days. By this means the princefs had all the per-
fedtions imaginable,
#
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After the ceremonies of the chriftening were over, all the com. -
pany returned to the king’s palace, where was prepared a great
feaft for the fairies. ‘There was placed before every one of them a
magnificent cover with cafe of maffive gold, wherein were a {poon,
knife and fork, all of pure gold, fet with diamonds and rubies,
But as they were all fitting down at table, they faw come into the
hall a very old fairy, whom they had not invited, becaufe it was
above fifty years fince the had been out of a certain tower, and fhe
was believed to be either dead or inchanted, The king ordered
her a cover, but could not furnith her with a cafe of gold as the
others, becaufe they had only feven made for the feven fairies.
“The old fairy fancied fhe was flighted, and muttered’fome threats
between her teeth. One of the young fairies, who fat by her,
overheard how fhe mumbled; and Judging that fhe inight give
the little princefs fome unlucky gift, went, as foon as they rofe
from table, and hid herfelf behind the hangings, that fhe might
tpeak laft, and repair, as much as pofiible the could, thelevil which
the old fairy might intend.

In the mean while all the fairies began to give their gifts to the
princefs. The youngeft gave her for gift, that fhe fhould be the
moft beautiful perfon in the world; the next, that fhe fhould have
the wit of an angel; the third, that fhe fhould have a wonderful
grace in every thing fhe did; the fourth, that fhe fhould dance
perfectly well; the fifth, that fhe fhould fing like a nightingale ;
and the fixth, that the fhould play upon all kinds of mufic to the
utmoft perfeftion. The cld fairy’s turn coming next, with a
head thaking more with fpite than age, the faid, that the princefs
fhould have her hand pierced with a fpindle, and die of the wound,
This terrible gift made the whole company tremble, and every
body fell a crying.

At this very infiant the young fairy came out from behind the
hangings, and fpake thefe words aloud; ¢ affure yourfelves, O
king and queen, your daughter fhall not die of this difafter. Itis
true, I have no power to undo entirely what my elder has done.
The princefs fhall indeed pierce her hand with a fpindle; but in-
ftead cof dying, the fhall only fall into a profound fleep, which fhall
Iaft a bundred years ; at the expiration of which, a king’s fon fthall
come and awake ber.”

The king, to avoid the misfortune foretold by the old fairy,
immediately caufed proclamation to be made, whereby every bod
was forbidden, on pain of death, to fpin with a diftaff and fpindle,
or to have fo much as any fpindle in their houfes, About fifteen
or fixteen years after, the king and queen being gone to one of
their houfes of pleafure, the young princefs happened one day to
divert herfelf in running up and down the palace; when going up
from one apartment to another, fthe came into a little room on the
top of a tower, where a good old woman, alone, was fpinning
with her fpindle. This good woman had never heard of the king’s
proclamation againft fpindles. ¢ What are you doing there,
goody 2°* faid the princefs. ¢ I am [pinning, my pretty child,”
{aid the old woman, who did not know who fhe was. ¢ Hal™



"IN THE-WOOD. ' o1
faid the princefls, ¢ this is very pretty ; how do you doit? Give
it to me, that I may fee'if I can dofo?” She had'no {ooner
taken it into her hand, than, whether being very halty at it,
fomewhat unhandy, or that the decree of the fairy hal fo or-
~dained it, itran into her hand, and fhe fell down in a fwoon.

The good old woman not knowing very well what to do in this
affair, cried out for help.  People came in from every quarter in
great numbers. They threw ‘water upon the princefs’s fac_e, un-
faced her, ttruck her on the palms of her hands, and rubbed her
upon the temples with Hungary-water; but nothing would bring
her to herfeif. And now the king, who came up at the noife,
bethought himfelf of the prediction of the old fairy ; and judging
very well that this muft neceflarily come to pals, tince the fairy
had faid it, caufed the princefs to be carried mto the fineft apart-
ment in his palace, and to be laid upona bed all embroidered
with gold and filver. One would:have taken her for a little angel,
the was fo very beautital, ﬁJr‘"\Ti‘er_\fwooning away had not dimi-
nifhed one bit of her complexion ;. her cheeks were carnation, and
her lips like coral ; indeed her eyésiwere fhut, but fhe was heard
to breathe foitly, which fatisfied thofe about her that fhe was not
dead. ‘The king commanded that they fhould not difturb her,
but let her fleep quiet!y till her hour of awaking was come.

The good fairy, who had faved her lif¢ by condemning her to
fleep a hundred years, was in the kingdom of Matakin, twelve
thoufand leagues off, when this accident befel the princefs; but
fhe was mftantly informed of it by a little dwarf, who had boots:
of feven leagues, that is, boets with which he could tread over
feven leagues of ground at one ftride. The tairy came away im-
mediately, and the arrived about an hour after, in a fiery chariot
drawn by dragons. 'The king handed her out of the chariot, and
the approved every thing he had done; but, as the had a very great
forefight, the thought, when the princefs thould awake, fhe might
not anow what to do with herfelt, being ail alone in this old pa-
lace ; and this was what the did.  She .ouched with her wand
every thing in the palace (except the king and the queen}, go-
vernefles, maids of honour, ladics ot the bedchamber; gentlemen,
othcers, ftewatds, cooks, under-cooks, fcullions, guards, with
their beef eaters, pages, tuotmeén  She hkewile touched all the
hoifes which were in the ttables; as well pads as others ; the great
dogs in the outer court, and pretty little Mepfey too, the prncels’s
little fpaniei bitch, which lay by her on the bed.’ lnmedidiely
upon her touching thein, they all fell aflecp, that they might not
awake before thew muitrefs, and that they might be ready to wait
upon her when fhe wanted them.. The very tpits at the fire, as-
tili as they coula hold ot partridges and phcaiants, did tall atleeps
alio. All this was done in a moment. Famws are not long 1
doing theirsbufinefs.

And row the king and queen, having kiffed their dear child

ithout waking her, went out of the palace, and put toith a pro=
clamation that nobouy fhould dare to come near 1t.  Ihis, how-
ever, was not ‘necelary; for ina quarter of 'an hour’s-time there

3 ,
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grew up, all round the park, fuch a vaft number of trees, great
and {mall, bufhes and brambles, twining ene within another, that

~-qneither man nor beaft could pafs through ; fo that nothing could
be feen but the very top of the toswers of the palace ; and not that
too, unlefs it was a good way off.

When a hundred years were paffed, the fon of the king then
reigning, and who was of another fumily from that of the fleeping
princels, being gone a hunting on that fide of the countiy, afked
what thofe towers were which he faw in the middle of a great thick
wood. Every one anfivered according as they had heard, Some
faid, that it was a rumous old caitle, haunted by fpirits, Others,
that all the {orcerers and witches of the country kept there their
fabbath, or nights meeting. The common opinion was, that an
Ogre Lived there, and that be carried thither all the little children
he could catch, that he might eat them up at his leifure, without
any body being able to tollow him, as baving bimfelf only the

ower to pafs through the wood. The prince was at a fland, not
inowing what to believe, when a very aged countryman {pake to
bim thus : ¢ May it pleafe your royal highnefs, it is now above
fitty years fince I heard from my father, who heard my grandfa-
ther fay, that there then was in this caftle a princefs, the moft
beautitul ever feen; that the muft fleep there a hundred years, and
thould be waked by a king’s fon; for whom fhe was referved,””
"The young prince was all on fire at thefe words, believing, withe
- put weighing the matter, that he could put an end to this rare ad-
venture’; and puthed on by love and honour, refolved that mo-
ment to Jook into 1t. Scarce had he advanced toward the wood,
when all the great trees, the bufhes and branbles, gave way of
themfelves to let him pals through ; he walked up to the cattle,
which he faw at the end of a large avenue, which he went 1nto ;
and what a Irttle furprifed him, was that he faw none of his people
could follow him. He came into a {pacious outward court, where
every thing he faw might have frozen up the mott fearlefs perfon
with horror, There reigned all over a moit trightful filence; the
image of death every where thowed itfelf, and there was nothin
to be feen but f{tretched-out bodies of men and animals, all feema
ing to be dead. He however very well knew, by the ruby faces,
and pimpled nofes of the beef-eaters, that they were only afleep ;
and their goblets, whesein ftill remained fome drops of wine,
thewed planly that they fell afleep in their cups. He then croffed
a court paved with marble, went up the ftairs, and came into the
guard-chamber, where the guards were ftanding in the ranks,
with their muikets upon their thoulders, and {noring as loud as
they could, After that, He went through feveral rooms full of
gentlemen and ladies, all afleep, fome ftanding, others fitting.
At laft he came into a chamber all gilded with gold, wiere he
{aw, upon a bed, the curtains of which were all open, the fineft
fight ) e ever beheld; a princefs, who appeared to be abous fifteen
or fixteen years of age, and whofe refplendent beauty had in it
fometring divine.,  He approached with trembling and admira-
tion, and fell down betore her upon his knees,
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And now, as the inchantment was at an end, the princefs

awaked ; and looking on him with eyes more tender than the firft
view might {feem to admit of, ¢¢ is it you, my prince ?" faid the to *

him. ¢ You have waited a long while.”> The prince, charmed
with thele werds, and much more with the manner in which they
were {poken, knew not how te fhow his joy and gratitude. -He
affured her, that he loved her better than he did himftlt., Their
difconrfe was not well connefted. They wept more than they
talked; little eloquence, a great deal of love. They ftayed four
hours together, and yet {aid not half of what they meant to fay.

In the mean while, all the palace awaked. Every one thought
upon their particular bufinefs ; and as all of them were not in love,
they were ready to die with hunger. The chief lady of honour,
being as fharp fet as other folks, grew very impatient, and told
the princels aloud, that fupper was ferved up, The prince helped
the princefs to rife. She was entirely drefled, very magnificently,
in the fame manner as when fhe was laid there.

They went into the great hall of looking-glaffes, where they
fupped, and were ferved by the princefs’s officers. The violins
and hautboys played old tunes, but very excellent, though it was
now above a hundred years fince they had played ; and after {apper,
without lofing any time, the lord almoner married them in the
chapel of the caitle, and the chiet lady of honour drew the curtains.
‘They had but very little fleep ; the princefs had no occafion, and
the prince lett her next morning to return into the city, where his
father was in pain about his ablence. The prince told him, that
he loft his way in the foreft, as he was hunting ; and that he had
lain at the cottage of a collier, who gave him cheefe and brown
bread. The king his father, who was a good man, believed him
but his mother could not be perfuaded this was true; and feeing
that he went almoft every day a hunting, and that he always had
fome excule ready for fo doing, though he had lain out three or
tour nights together; fhe began to fufpett he had fome little
amour, for he lived with the princefs above two whole years, and’
bad by her two childven; the eldeft of which, who was a daugh-
ter, was named Morzing ; and the youngeft, who was a fon, they
called Day, becaufe he was handfomer than his fitter. The queen’
fpake feveral times to her fon, to inform her after what manner
he pafled his time, and that it was his daty to fatisfy her. Bug
he never dared to truft her with the fecret. He feared her, though’
he loved her; for the was of the race of the Ogres, and the king
would never have married her, had it not been for her vaft riches.
It was even whifpered about the court, that the had Ogreih in-
clinations, and that when fhe faw little children pafling by, fhe -
had all the difliculty in the world to refrain f'alling upon them.
Therefore the prince would never tell her one word. "But when
the king was dead, which happened about two years afterward, and
he called himfelf lord and mafter, he openly declared his mar.
riage, and went in great ceremony to conduct his queen to the

palace. They made a magnificent entry into the capital ¢ity, -

ihe riding between her twe children,

\
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- Some time after, the king went to make war with the emperor
Cantalgbutte, his neighbour. He left the government. of the

* kingdom to the queen his mother, and earn=ftly recommended to

her cate his wife and children. ~He was obliged to/continue his
expedition all the fummer. - As foon as he departed, the queens
mother fent her’ daughter-in-law and her children to a country-
houfe among the woods, that the might with' the more eafe gratify
her horrible longing.  Some few days afterward fhe went thither

‘herfelf, and faid to the clerk of the kitchen, ¢ I have a mind to

eat little Morning for my dinner to morrow.”—¢ Ah'l madam,”’
cried the clerk. <€ 1 willhave it {0,” replied the queen (and this
fhe fpoke in the tone of an Ogrefs, who had a {trong defire to eat
frefh meat), and  will eat her with a fauce Robert.> The poor
man knowing very well that he mulft not play tricks with Ogrefes,
took his great knife, and went up into little Mornizg's chamber,
She was then four year old, and eame up to him jumping and

laughing to take him about the neck, and afk him tur fome fu-

gareandy.  Upon which he began to weep; the great knife fell
out of his hand ; he went into the back yard, killed a little lamb,
and dreffed it with fuch goud fauce, that his miftrefs aflured him
in: had. never eaten any thing better in her life.  He had at the
{ me time taken up little Morzing, and carried her 1o his wite, to
¢ nceal her in his lodging at the bottom of the court-yard.

About eight days afterward, this wicked queen fid 1o the fame
clerk, ¢ 1 wiil fupupen listle:Day.”” He anfwered not a word
being refolved to cheat her, as he had done before. He went to
find out little Day, and faw him with a {mall file in his hand,.
with which he was fencing with a great monkey; the child being
then only three vears ot age.  He tock him up in his arms, and
carried him to his wife, that the mizht conceal him in her chame-
ber along with her filter; and in the room of him cooked up a
young kid very tender, which the Ogrefs found very goad.

One eveping foon after, this wicked queen faid to her clerk,
¢ I will edt’ the queen with the fanmie fiuce I had with her chil..
drcn"f-‘-'lt was now that the poor clerk of the kitchen defpaired of
heing ab'e to deceive her.  Lhe young queen was turned of twen-
ty, not reckoning the bundred years fhe had been aficep; her tkin
was fomewhat tough, though very fair and white; and how to
find in the yard a bealt fo firm, was what puzzled him. He took
then a refolution, that he might f{ave his own lite, to cut the
young queen’s throat; and going up into her chamber, with in-
tént to do it at once, he put Linfelf into as great a fury as he pof-
fibly could, and came into her 1oom with alarge knife in his hand,
He would not bowever furpiife her, but told her, with a great
deal of refj ect, the orders he had received trom the queen mother,
¢ Do it,”" faid the, firetching out her neck ; ¢ ex. cuie your or=
ders, and then I fhall go and fec my children, my poor children,

whom I {6 much and fo teuderly loved;” for fhe thought them
dead ever fince they had been taken away without her knowielge. |

¢ No, no, madam, > anlweied the poor clerk of the kitchen, all
in‘tears, ¢ you thall not die, and yct you fhall fee your cnildren
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again; but then you muft go home with me to my lodgings,
where I have concealed them; and I fhall deceive the queen once
more, by giving in your ftead a young hind. Upon this he
forthwith conduéted her to his chamber; where leaving her to
embrace her children, and cry along with them, he went and
drefled a hind, which the queen had for her fupper, and deveoured
it with the fame appetite as if it had been the young queen. Ex-
ceedingly was this monfter delighted with her cruelty. She had
invented a {tory to tell the king, at his return, how the mad
wolves had eaten up his wife, and her two children.

One evening as fhe was, according to her cuftom, rambling

round about the courts and yards of the palace, to try if fhe
could finell any frefh meat, fhe heard in a ground room little Day
crying, for his mother was going to whip him, becaufe he h.ad
been naughty; and fhe heard; at the fame time, little Morning
begging pardon for her brother.

The Ogrefs prefently knew the voice of the queen and her
children ; and being quite mad that fhe had been thus deceived,
{he commanded next morning, by break of day, with a moft hor-
rible voice, which made every body tremble, that they fhould
bring into the middle of the great court a large tub, which fhe
caufed to be filled with toads, vipers, fnakes, and all forts of fer-
pents, in order to throw into it the queen and her children, the
clerk of the kitchen, his wife, and maid; all whom fhe had given
orders fhould be brought thither with ‘their hands tied behind
them. They were brought out accordingly, and the executioners
were juft going to throw them into the tub, when the king (who
was not {o foon expeéted) entered the court on horfeback (for he
came poft), and atked, with the utmoit aftonifhment, what was
the meaning of that horrid fpectacle. No one dared to tell himj;
when the Ogrefs, all enraged to fee what had happened, threw her-
felf head-foremolft into the tub, and was inftantly devoured by the
ugly creatures the had ordered to be thrown int@%ﬁgg others.
The king could not help being very forry, as fhe wasshis mother
but he foon comforted himfelf with his beautiful wife, ‘f&ihx&

pretty children. D Emd
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STORY OF BLUE BEARD.

THERE was a man who had fine houfes both in town and
country, a deal of filver and gold plate, embroidered furniture,
and coaches gilded all over with gold. But this man had the
misfortune to have a blue beard, which made him fo frightfully
ugly, that all the wornen and girls ran away from him.

One of his neighbours, a lady of quality, had two daughters,
who were perfeét beauties. He defired of her one of them in mar-
riage, leaving to her the choice which of the two fhe would be-

5 frother; -

ftow upon him. They would neither of them have him, and fent

him backward and forward from one to another, being not able "/
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bear the thoughts of marrying a man who had a blue beard. And
what befide gave themn difguit and averfion, was his having been
married already to feveral wives, and nobedy ever knew what
became of them. Blue Beard, to-engage their atfeétion, took
them, with the lady their mother, and three or four ladies of their
acquaintance, with other young people of the neighbourhood, to
one of his country feats, where they ftaid a whole week., There
was gothing then to be feen but parties of pleafure, hunting,
fithing, dancing, mirth, and feafting. Nobody went to bed, but
all pafied the night in rallying and joking with' each other. In
thot, every thing (ucceeded fo well, that the youngelt daughter
began to think the mafter of the houfe not to have a beard {o very
blue, and that he was 2 mighty civil gentleman.

As {oon as they returned home, the marriage was concluded.
About a month afterward Blue Beard told his wife, that he was
obliged to take a country tour for fix weeksat lealt, about affairs of
very. great confequence, defiring hey to divert herfelf. in his ab-
fence, to fend for her friends and acquaintances; to carry them
into the country, if fhe pleafed ; and to make good cheer wherever
ihe was. ¢ Here,” faid he, ¢¢ are the keys of the two: great
wardrobes, wherein I have my belt furniture. Thele are of my
filver and gold plate, which is not every day in ufe. Thefe open
my ftrong boxes, which hold my money, both gold and filver 5
thefe, my catket of jewels; and this is the maftir-key to all my
apartments. But, as for this little one here, it is the key of the clo=
fetat the end of the great gallery on the ground flaor.” Open.them
all; go mto all, and every one of them, except that little clofet,
which I forbid yo= ; and forbid it in fuch a manner, that if you
happen to open it, there’s nothing but what you may expeét from
my jult angerand refentment.”  She promifid to obferve, very
exattly, whatever he' had ordered; when he, after having em-
braced her, got info his coach, and jroceeded on his journey.

< Her neighbours and good friends did not ftay to be fent for by
the new married lady, fo great was their impatience to fee all the .
xich furniture of her houfe, not daring to come while her hufband’
was there, becaufe of the blue beard, which frightened them,
‘They ran thiough all the rooms, clofits, and wardrobes, which
were all fo rich and fine, that they feemed to furpafs one another.
After that, they went up into the two great yoons, where were
- the beft and richeft furniture. They could not fufficiently admire
the number and beauty of the tapeitry, beds, couchzs, cabinets,
‘ttands, tables, and looking-glafles, in-which you might fee your-
Aelf trom head to foot; fome of them were franed with glafs,
othess with filver, plain and gililed,-the fineft ani mot magnifi
cent which were ever feen. ‘I hey ceafed not to ex'ol and envy
the happinefs of their fricud, who in the mean time np way di-
verted herfelf in looking upon all-thefe yich things, bocaufe of the
impatience fhe had to go 2nd opsn the.eloet of the srousd feor.
She was fo much prefled by her cariofity, that without condermg
‘how uncivil it was to leave her company, the ®w=nt down a little
back ftair-cafe, and with fuch exceflive haite, that fhe had twice
or thrice like to have broke her neck,
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Being come to the clofet-door, fhe made a ftop for fome time,
thinking upon her hufband’s orders, and confidering what une
happiefs might attend her it fhe was difobedient; but the temp-
tation was {o {trong,: fhe could not overcome it. She took then
the little key, and opened it, trembling ; but could not at firft fee
any thing plainly, :becaufe the windows were fhut. After fome
moments fhe began to perceive that the floor was all covered over
with clotted blood, on which lay the bodies of feveral dead women
ranged againft the walls,  ( Thele were all the wives whom Blue
Beard had married, and murdered, one after another.) She
- thought fhe theuld have died, through fear; and the key, which
the pulled out of the.lock, fell out of her hand. :

After having fomewhat recovered her furprife, fhe took up the
key, locked the door, and went up ftairs into her chamber to re-
cover herfelt ; but fhe could not, fo much was fhe frightened.
Havimg obferved that the key of  the clofet was ftained with blood,
fhe tried two or three times to wipe'it off ; but the blood would not

come out. In vain did the wafh it, and even rub it with foap and
- fand; the blot itill remained, for the key wasa fairy, and the
could never make it quite clean. When the blood was gone off
from one fide, it came again to the other, :

Blue Beard returnel from his journey the fame evening, and
faid, he had received letters upon the road, informing him that -
the affair. he went about was ended to his advantage. * His wife
did all the could to convince him fhe was extremely glad of his
ipeedy return, Nextmorning he alked her for the keys, which
fhe gave him, but with fuch a trembling hand, that he eafily guelled
what had happened. ¢ What!" faid he, ¢ is not the key of my
«clofet among . the reft?’—¢ I muft certainly,” anf{wered the,
‘¢ have Jeft it above upon the table.”’—¢¢ Fail not,>> fiid Blue
Beard, < to bring it to me prefently.”” After feveral goings
backward and forward, the was forced to bring him the key. Blue
Beard, bhaving very attentively confidered it, faid to_his wife,
¢“ how comes this blood upon the key ?’—¢¢ 1 do not know’® cried
the poor woman, paler than death. ¢ You do not kpow ! re-
plied Blue Beard. <1 very well know, you was refolved to vo
into the clofet ; was you not? Mighty well, madanmi! You thail
go in, and take your place among the ladies you faw there.” i

Upon this fhe threw herfelt at her hufband’s feet, -and begged.
his pardon with all the figns of a true repentance, and that {he
would never more be difobedient. She would have melted a
rock, fo beautiful and forrewtul was the ; but Blue Beard had a
heart harder ‘than a rock. ¢ You muft die, madam,’’ faid he,
€¢ and that prefently.”—¢¢ Siace I mult die,” anfivered the, look=
ing upon him with her eyes all bathed in tears, ¢ give me {ome
Jittle . time, to fay my prayers.”’—¢* I give you,” ‘replied Blug
Bearid, ¢ half a quarter or an hour, but not cne moment more, ™

When. fhe was alone, ihe called out to her fifter,. and . faid to
her, ¢ fuler dzne (for that was her name):.go .up I beg: you,
upon the top of thﬁtower, and Jook if my brothers are not com-
ing. They promiicd me that they would come to-day; and if
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yon fee them, give them a fign to make hafle.”” Her fifter Anne
wvent upon the top of the tower ; and the poor afflicted wife cried
out from time to time, ¢ Anne, fifter Anne, do you fee any one
coming ?”’ And fifter Anne faid, ¢¢ I fee nothing but the fun,
which makes a duft; and the grafs, which looks green.”

In the mean while Blue Beard, holding a great {cimitar in his
hand, cried out as loud as he could baul to his wife, ¢¢ come
down inftantly, or 1 thall come up to you.”’—¢ One moment
fonger, if you pleafe;™ faid his wife; and then fhe cried out very
foftly, ¢ Anne, fitter Anne, doft thou fee any body coming?’
And fifter Anne anfwered, ¢ I fee nothing but the fun, which -
makes a duft; and the grafs looking green,”’—¢ Come down
quickly,” cried Blue Beard, ¢ or I will come up to you. '—¢¢ 1
am coming,’” anfwered his wife; and then fhe cried, ¢ Anne, fifter
Anne, doit thou fee any one coming ?’—¢¢ I fee,” replied fifter
Anne, ¢ a great duft which comes on this fide here.’—¢¢ Are
they my brothers ?”’—¢ Alas! no, my dear fifter, 1 fee a flock of
fheep.”’—¢¢ Will you not come down ?** cried Blue Beard. ¢¢ One
moment longer,” faid bis wife; and then fhe cried out, ¢ Anne,
Gifter Anne, ¢ doft thou fee nobody coming?"”—¢¢1 fee,” faid
the, ¢ two horfemen coming, but they are yet a great way off 2t v
«.God be praifed!” replied the poor wife, joyfully, ¢¢they are
my brothers. I will make them a fign, as well as I can, for them
to.make hafte.” Then Blue Beard bauled out fo loud, that he
made the whole houfe tremble. ,

The diftreffed wife came down, and thsew herfelf at his feet,
all in tears, with her hair about her fhoulders. ¢¢ This fignifies
nothing,” fays Blue Beard, ¢ you muft die.”” Then, taking hold
of her hair with one hand, and lifting up his fcimitar with the
other, he was going to take off her head. The poor lady turning
about to him, and looking at him with dying eyes, defired him to
afford her one little moment to recolleét herfelf. ¢¢ No, no,™ faid
he, ¢ recommend thyfelf to God,” and was juft ready to ftrike.
At this very inftant there was fuch a loud knocking at the gate,
that Blue Beard made a fudden ftop. The gate was opened, and
prefenlly entered two horfemen, who, drawing their {fwords, ran
direftly to Blue Beard. He knew them to be his wife’s brothers,
one a dragoon, the other a mufqueteer; fo that he ran away im-
mediately, to fave himfelf; but the two brothers purfued fo clofe,
that they overtock him before he could get to the fteps of the
porch; when they ran their fwords through his body, and com-
pletely prevented his doing any farther mifchief.

The poor wife was almoft as dead as her hufband, and had not
ftrength enough to rife and embrace her brothers. Blue Beard
had no heirs, and fo his wife became miftrefs of all his eftate, She
made ufe of one part of it to marry her fifter Anne to a young
gentleman, who had loved her a long while; another part, to buy
captains cominiffions for her brothers ; and the reft, to marry her-
{e]f to a very worthy gentleman, who made her forget the ill time
the had pafled with Blue Beard,
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THERE was once upon a timé a man and his wife, faggot-
makers by trade, who had feven children, all boys. The eldeft
was but ten years old, and the youngelt only feven. One might
wonder how that the faggot-maker could have fo many children in
fo little a time } but it was becaufe his wife went nimbly about
her bufinefs, and never, except once, brought fewer than two at
a birth. They were very poor, and their feven children incom-
mo.led them greatly, becaufe not one of them was able to earn
his bread. That which gave them yet more uneafinefs was, that
the youngeft was of a puny conftitution, and fcarce ever fpake
a word ; which made them take that for ftupidity, which was a
fign of good fenfe. He was very little ; and, when born, no big-~
ger than one’s thumb ; which made him be called Little Thumb.

The poor child bore the blame of whatfoever was done amifs in-
the houfe; and, guilty or not, was always in the wrong. He was,
notwithftanding, more cunning, and had a far greater fhare of
wifdom than all his brothers put together; and if he fpake little,
‘he heard and thoaght the more. :

There happened now to come a very bad year; and the famine
was fo great, that thefe poor people agreed to rid themfelves of their
children. One evening, when they were all in bed, and the fag-
got-maker was fitting with his wife at the fire, he faid to her, his
heart ready to burft with grief, ¢ thou feeft plainly that we are
not able to keep our children, and I cannot fee them ftarve to
death before my face. "I am refolved to lofe them in the wood to-
morrow, whicli may very eafily be done; for while they are bufy
in tying up the faggots, we may run away, and leave them,
without their taking any notice.”’—¢ Ah!™ cried out his wife,
¢¢and canft thou thyfelt have the heart to take thy children out
along with thee, on purpofe to lofe them ?’* In vain did her huf-
band reprefent to her their extreme poverty. She was indeed poor,
but fhe was their mother. However, having confidered what a
grief it would be to her to fee them perifh with hunger, fhe at laft
confented, and went to bed all in tears.

Little Thumb heard every word that had been {poken; for ob-
ferving, as he lay in his bed, that they were talking very bufily,
he got up foftly, and flid himfelf under his father’s ftool, that he
might hear what they faid, without being feen. He went to bed
again, but did not fleep a wink all the reft of the night, thinking
what he had to do. He got up early in the morning, and went to
the river’s fide, where he filled his pockets full of finall white
pebbles, and then returned home. They all went abroad; but
Little Thumb never told his brothers one fyllable of what he knew,
They went into a very thick foreft, where they could not fee one
another at ten paces diftance. The faggot-maker began to cut
wood, and the children te gather up the fticks to make faggots,
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‘T'heir father and mother, fecing them bufy at their work, got from
them infenfibly, ard then ran away from them all at once, a
bye-way, through the woods and bufhes.

When the children faw they were left alone, they began to cry
as loud as they could. Little Thumb let them cry on, knowing
very well how to get home again ; for as he came, he took care to
drop all along the way the little white pebbles he had in his pock-
ets.  Then he faid to them, ¢ be not afraid, brothers; father and
mother have left us here, but 1 will lead you home again ; only
follow me.”” They did fo; and he brought them home by the very
fame way they came into the toreft. They dared not go in, but
fat themfelves down at the door, liftening to what their father and
mother were talking.

The very moment the faggot-maker and his wife were got
home, the lord of the manor fent them ten crowns, which he had
owed them a long while, and which they never expetted, This
gave them new life, for the poor people were almoft famifhed,
The faggot-maker fent his wife immediately to the butcher’s. Ag
it was a long while fince they had eatena bit, fhe bought thrice as
much meat as would fup two people. Having filled their belljes,
the woman faid, ¢ Alas! whetc are now our poor chillren
They would make a good fealt of what we have left here. But it
was you, William, who had a mind to lofe them, and [ told you we
fhould repent of it. What are they now doing in the foreft ?
Alas! dear God, the wolves have perhaps already eaten them ap.
‘Thou art very inhuman, thus to have loft thy children.”

The faggot-maker grew at lait guite out of patience; for fhe
vepeated it above twenty times, that they fhould repent it, and
that fhe was in the right of it for fo faying., He threatened to
beat her, if fthe did not hold her tongue. It was not that the
faggot-maker was not perhaps more vexed than his wife, but that
fhe teized him, and that he was of the humor of a great many
others, who love wives that fpeak well, but think thofe very im-
portunate who are continually doing fo. She was half drowned
in tears, crying out, ““alas! where are now my children, my poor
children?”’ - She fpake this fo very loud, that the children, who
were at the door, began to cry out altogether, ¢¢ here we are, here
we are.”” She ran imuedia.ely to open the door, and faid, hug-
ging them, ¢ I am very glad to fee you, my dear children., You
are very hungry and weary ; and, mypoor Peter, thou art horri-
bly bemired. Come in, and let'me clean thee.”” Now you mulft
know, that Peter was her eldeft fon, whom fhe loved above all the
reft, becaufe he was fomewhat carroty, as (he herfelf was. They
fat down to fupper, and ate with fuch a good apjpetite as pleafed
both father and mother; whom they acquainted how frightened
they were in the forelt, ipeaking almoft always all together. The
good tolks were extremely glad te fee their children once more at
home, and this joy continued while the ten crowns lalted. But
when the money was all gone, they fell again into their former un=
eafinefs, and refolved to lofe them again; and, that they might be
the furer of doing it, to.cary them to a much greater diftance
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than before. They could not talk of this fo fecretly, but they

~were overheard by Little Thumb, who made account to get out of
this difficulty as well as the former. But, though he got up be-
times in the morning, to go and pick up fome little pebbles, he
was difappointed ; for he found the houfe-door double locked ; fo
that he was at a ttand what to do. When their father had given
-each of them a piece of bread for their breakfaft, he fancied he
might make ufe of this bread inftead of the pebbles, by throwing
it in little bits all along the way they fhould pafs; and therefore
he put it up in his pocket.

Their father and mother brought them into the thickeft and
moft obfcure part of the foreft; when, flealing away into a by-
path, they there left them. Little Thumb was not very unealy at
it 5 for he thought he could very eafily find the way again by
means of his bread, which he had fcattered all along as he came.
But he was very much furprifed, when he could not find fo much
as one.crumb; the birds came, and had eaten it up every bit.
They were now in great affliction ; for the farther they went, the
more they were out of their way, and more and more bewildered
in the foreft. Night now came on, and there arofe a terrible high
wind, which made them dreadfully afraid. ‘They fancied they
heard on every fide of them the howling of wolves coming to eat
them up; they fcarce dared to fpeak, or turn their heads. After
this it rained very hard, which wetted them to the fkin; their
feet flipped at every ftep they took, and they fell into the mire,
whence they got up in a very dirty pickle ; their hands were quite
benumbed. Little Thumb climbed up to the top of a tree, to fee
it he could difcover any thing ; and having turned his head abotit
on every fide, he faw at laft a glimmering light, like that of a can-
dle, but a long way from the foreft, He came down; and, when
upon the ground, he could fee it no more; which grieved him
fadiy. - However, having walked with his brothers for fome time
toward that fide on which he had feen the light, he perceived it
again as he came out of the wood.

They came at lalt to the houfe where this candle was, not with-
out abundance of fear; for very often they loft fight of it; which
bappened every time they came into a bottom. They knocked at
the door; and a good woman came and opened it. She afked
them, what they would have? Little Thumb told ber, they were
poor chaldren, who had been loft in the forelt, and defired to lodge
there, tor God’s fake. Thewoman, feeing them fo very pretty,
began to weep, and faid to them, ¢“alas! poor babies, whither are
ye come 2 Do you know that this honfe belongs to a cruel Ogre,
who ‘eats up little childven?”—¢ Ah! dear madam,” anfwered
Litile Thumb (who trembled every joint of him, as well as his
brothers), ¢¢ what fhall wedo? To be fure the wolves of the foreft
will devour us to-night, it you refufe us to lie here; and fo, we
would rather the gentleman fhould eat us; and perhaps he may
take pity upon us, efpecially if you pleafe to beg it of him.> The
Ogre’s wife, who believed fhe could conceal them from her huf-
band till morning, let thean come in, and brought them to warm
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themfelves at a Very good fire; for there was a whole theep upon
the {pit roalting for the Ogre’s fupper. .

As they began to be a little warm, they heard three. or four
great raps upon the door; this was the Ogre, who was come
home. Upon this fhe hid them under the bed, and went to open
the door. The Ogre prefently afked, if the fupper, and the wine
were ready ; and then fat himfelf down to table. The fheep was as
yet all raw and bloody; but he liked it the better for that. He
fiuffed about to the right and left, faying, ¢ I fimell freth meat.”
€ Wh.t you fimell fo,” faid his wife, ¢ muft be the calf which I
have juft now killed and flead.””—<¢¢ I fmell frefh meat, I tell thee
once more,” replied the Ogre. looking crofsly at his wife, ¢{and
there is fomething here which I do not underftand.”

As he fpake thefe words, he got up from the table, and went
direttly to the ted. ¢ Ah! AR! faid he, ¢ I fee then how
thou wouldft che:t me, thou curfed woman. I know not why I
do not eat thee up too; but it is well for thee that thou art a
tough old carrion.  Here is good game; which comes very luck-
ily to entertain three or tour Ogres of my acquaintance, who are
to pay mea vifit in-a day or two.”” © With that he dragged them
out lrom under the bed, one by one. The poor children fell upon
their kn-es, and begged his pardon ; but they had to do with one
of the moit cruel Ogres in the world; who, far from having any

ity on them, had aiready devoured them with his eyes, and told
Eis wife, they would be delicate eating, when toffed up with good
favory fwuce. He then took a great knife; and coming up to
thefc poor children, whetted it upon a great whet-ftone which he
helt in iiis left hand. He had already taken hold of ongof them,
when his wife faid to him, ¢ what nesd you do it now? Is it
not time enough to-morrow ?’'—¢ Hold your prating,” faid the
Ogre; < they will eat the tenderer.”— But you have fo much
meat already,” replied his wife, ¢ you have no occafion ; here is
a calf, two fheep, and half a hog.—¢¢ That is true,” faid the
Ogre; ¢ give them their belly tuil, that they may not fall away,
and put them to bed.”” The good woman was overjoyed at this,
and gave them a good fupper; but they were fo much afraid,
that they could not eata bit. As for the Ogre, he fat down again
“to drink. He drank a dozen glaffes more than ordinary, which
got up into his head, and obligedt him to go to bed.

The Ogre had feven daughrers, all little children; and thefe
young Ogreffes had all of them very fine complexions, becaufe
they ufed to eat frefh meat like their father ; but they had little
grey cyes quite round, hcoked nofes, widr; mouths; and very long
fharp teeth, ftanding at a good diftance from each other. They
were not as yet over and above milchievous; but they promifed
very fair for it, for they already bit little children, that they
might fuck their blood. They had been put to bed very early,
with every one a crown of gold upon her head. There was in the
fame chamber another bed of the like bignefs; and it was into
this bed the Og-e’s wife put the feven little boys ; after which, the
went to bed to her hufband,
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Little Thumb, who had obferved that the Ogre’s daughters had
crowns of gold upon their heads, and was afraid left the Ogre
fhould repent his not killing them, got up about midnight; and
taking his brother’s bonnets and his own, went very foftly, and.
put them upon the heads of the feven little Ogreffes, after having
taken off their crowns of gold; which he put upon his own head
and his brothers, that the Ogre might take them for his daugh-
ters, and his daughters for the little boys whom he wanted to
Kill.  All this fucceeded according to his defire; for the Ogre
waking abont midnight, and forry that he deferred to do that till
morning, which he might have done over-night, he threw him-
felf haftily out of bed; and taking his great knife; “sletusy feest?
faid he, ¢ how our little rogues do, and not make two jobs of
¢the matter.”” He then went up, groping all the way, mto his
daughter's chamber, and came to the bed where the little boys
lay 5 who were every foul of them faft afleep, except Little Thumb,
who was terribly afraid when he found the Ogre fumbling about
his head, as he hal done about his brothers. . I'he Ogre, feeling
the golden crowns, faid, I fhould. have made a fine piece of
work of it truly. I finl I guzzled o much laft night.,””  Then
he went to the bed where the girls lay; and having foun the
boys little bonnets, ¢¢ hah!™ fad he, ¢ my merry lads, are you
¢here ?  Let us work as we ought.” .And faying thefe words,
without more ado, hé cut the throats of all his feven daughters.

Well pleafed with what he had done, he went to bed agrin to
his wife. So foon as Little Thumb heard the Ogre {nore, he
waked his brothers, and bade them put on their clothes diretly,
and follow him. They ftole down foftly into the garden, and
got over the wall. ‘They kept ranning almoft all night, and
trembled all the while, without knowing which way they went,

The Ogre, when he waked, (aid to his wife, ¢ go up ftairs,
and drefs thofe young ralcles who came here latt night.”” ‘The
Ogrefs was very much furprifed at this goodnefs of her hufband,
not dreaming after what manner he intended fhe thould drefs them ;
but thinking that he had ordered her to go and put on their clothes,
went up, and was ftrangely aftonithed, when fhe perceived her
feven daughters killed, and weltering in their blood. She fainted
away ; for this is the firt expedient almolt all women find in {uch
like cafes. The Ogre, fearing his wife would be too long in do-
ing what he had ordered, went up himlelf to help her. He was
1o lels amazed than his wife, at this frightful fpectacle.

« Ah! what have I done?" cried he. ¢ Thefle curfed rafcals
fhall pay for it, and that inftantly.” He then threw a pitcher of
water upon his wife’s face; and having brought her to herfelf,”
¢ give me quickly,”” cried he, ¢ my boots of feven leagues, that
I may go and catch them.” He went out; and having run over a
vaft deal of ground, both on this fide. and that, he came at laft
into the very road where the poor children were, and not above a
hundred paces from their father’s houfe. hey efpied the Ogre,
who went at one ltep from mountain to mountain, and over rivers,
as cafily as the narrowelt kennels. Little Thumby fccing a hals
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low rock near the place where they were, made his brothers hide
themfelves in it, and crowded into it himfelf, minding always
what would become of the Ogre.

The Ogre, who found himfelf much tired with his long and
fruitlefs journey (for thef boots of feven leagues extremely fa-
tigue the wearer), had a great mind to reft himfelf; and, by
chance, went to fit down upon the rock where thefe little boys
had hid themfelves. As it was impoffible he could be more weary
~than he was, he fell afleep ; and, after repofing himfelf fome time,
began to fnore fo frightfully, that the poor children were no lefs
afraid of him than when he held up his great knife, and was go-
ing to cut their throats. Little Thumb was not {o much fright~
ened as their brothers, and told them, that they fhould run away
immediately toward home, while the Ogre was afleep fo foundly ;
and not be in any pain about him. "They took his advice, and
got home prefently. Little Thumb came up to the Ogre, pulled
off his boots gently, and put them upon his own legs. The
boots were very long and large ; but as they were fairies, they
had the gift of becoming big and little, according to the legs of
thofe who wore them; fo that they fitted his feet and legs as well
as if they had been made for him. He went immediately to the
Ogre’s houfe; where he faw his wife crying bitterly for the lofs
of her murdered daughters.

“Your hutband,” faid Little Thumb, ¢ is in very great dans
ger; being taken by a gang of thieves, who have fworn to kjll
himy if he does not give them all his gold and filver. The very
moment they held their daggers at his throat, he perceived me,
and defired me to come and tell you the condition he is m; and
that you fhould give me whatfoever he has of value, withont re-
taining. any one thing; for otherwife, they will kill him without
mercy ; and as his cafe is very prefling, be defired me to make
ufe (ycu fee I have them on) of his boots, that I might make
the more haite, and to fhow that I do not impofe upon you.”

The good woman, being fadly frightened, gave him all fhe
had; for this Ogre was a very good hutband, though he ufed to
éat up little children. Little Thumb, having thus got all the
Ogre’s money, came home to his father’s houfe, where he was
received with abundance of joy. :

There are many people who do not agree in this circumfancey
and pretend that Little Thumb never robbed the Oyre at all, and
that he only thought he might very juftly, and with a fafe con-
fcience, take off his boots of feven leagués, becaufe he made no
other ufe of them but to run after little children. Thefe folks
affirm, that they are very well affured of this; and the moye fo,
as having ate and drank often at the faggot-maker’s howfe, They
aver, that when Lirtle Thumb had taken 6ff the Ogre’s boots, he
‘went to court, where he was informed that they were very much
in pain about a certsin army, which was two hundred leagues off,
and the fuccefs of a battle.  They fay, that he went to the king,
and told him, that if he defired it, he would bring him news’
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from the army before night. The king promifed him a great fum
of money upon that condition. Little Thumb was as good as his
word, and returned the very fame night with the news. This firft
expedition caufing him to be known, he got whatever he pleafed 5
for the king paid him very well for carrying his orders to the ar-
my ; and abundance of ladies gave him what he would to bring
them news from their lovers; and that this was his greateft gain,
Tlere were fome married women too, who fent letters by him to
their hufbands; but they paid him fo ill, that it was not worth his
while, and turned to {fuch fmall account, that he fcorned ever to
reckon what he got that way. After having for fome time car-
ried on the bufinefs of a meflengér, and gained thereby great
wealth, he went home to his father, where it is impoflible to ex-
prefs the joy they were all in at his return. He made the whole
family very ealy, bought places for his father and brothers; fet-
tling them, by that means, very handlomely in the world ; and,,
m the mean time, made his own court to perfections

. Goe S’ Sunede
RIQUET WITH THE TUFT,

THERE was once upon a time a queen, who was brought to
bed of a fon, fo hideoufly ugly, that it was long difputed whether
he had a human form. A fairy, who was at his birth, affirmed,
he would be very amiable for all that, fince he fhould be endowed
with abundance of wit. She even added, that it would be in his
power, by virtue of a gift the had juit then given him, to beltow
on the perfon he loved as much wit as he pleafed. All this fomea
what comforted the poor queen, who was under a grievous af-
flittion, for having brought into the world fuch a deformed mar-
mot. It is true, that this child no fooner began to prattle, but
he faid a thoufand pretty things, and had fo much wittinefs, that
he charmed every body. He came into the world with a little
tuft of hair upon his head; which made them call him Riguet with
the Thuft, for Riguet was the family name.

Seven or eight years after this, the queen of a neighbouring
kingdom was delivered of two daughters at a birth. The firft-
born of thefe was more beautiful than the day; whereat the queen
was fo very glad, that thofe prefent were afraid her exce(s of joy
would do her harm. The fame fairy who had aflifted at the birth
of little Riquet with the Tuft, was here alfo; and, to moderate
the queen’s gladnefs, fhe declared, that this little princefs fhould
have no wit at all, but be as ftupid as the was pretty, This mora
tified the queen extremely; but fome moments afterward fhe had
far greater forrow, for the fecond daughter fhe was delivered of
was very ugly. ¢ Do not aflli¢t yourfelf fo much, madam,” faid
the fairy; ¢ your daughter fhall have it made up to her other-
wift; for the fhall have fo great a portion of wit, that her want
of beauty will fearcely be perceived,™ ¢ God grant it I"* replied
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the queen; ¢ but is there-no way to make the eldeft, who is fo
pretty, have any wit?”—<¢ I can do nothing for her, madam, as
to wit,” anfwered the fairy; ¢ but every thing, as to beauty;
and as there is nothing but what I would do for your fatisfaction,
I endow her with this gift, that fhe fhall have the power to make
- handfome the perfon that fhall beft pleafe her.” ‘

In proportion as thefe princeffes grew up, their perfections
grew up with them; all the public talk was of the beanty of the
eldeft, and the wit of the youngeft. Itis true alfo, that their de-
fetts increafed confiderably with their age; the youngelt vifibly
grew uglier and uglier, and the eldet became every day more and
more ftupid. She either made no anfwer at all to what was afked
her, or faid fomething very filly; fhe was with all this fo unhan.
dy, that fhe could not place four pieces of China upon the mantle-
piece without breaking one of them, nor drink a glafs of water
without fpilling half of it upon her clothes. Though beauty is a
very great advantage in young people, yet here the youngeft fifter
bore away the bell in all companies from the eldeft, People would
indeed go firft to the beauty to look upon, and admire her, but
turn afide foon after tothe wit, to hear a thoufand molt entertain«
ing and agreeable turns; and it was amazing to fee, in lefs than
a quarter of an hour’s time, the eldeft without a foul with her,
and the whole company crowding about the youngett. The eldeft,
though fhe was unaccountably dull, took particular notice of it,
and would have given all her beauty to have half the wit of her
fifter.  The queen, prudent as fhe was, could not help reproach-
ing her feveral times, which fo grieved this poor princefs, that it
almoft occafioned her death.

One day, as fhe retired into the wood to bewail her misfortunes,
fhe faw coming to her a little man, very difagreeable, but moft
magnificently dreflid. This was the young prince Riguet with
the Tufr; who having violently fallen in love with her, by feeing
her picture, many of which went all the world over, had left his
tather’s kingdom, to have the pleafure of feeing and talking with
her. Overjoyed to find her thus all alone, he addrefled himfelf
to her with all imaginable politenefs and refpet. Having ob-
ferved, after he had made her the ordinary compliments, that fhe
was extremely melancholy, he faid to her, ¢¢ I cannot comprehend,;
madam, ¢¢ how a perfon fo beautiful as you are, can be fo for=
rowful as you feem to be; for though I can boalt of having feen
infinite numbers of ladies exquifitely charming, I can fay that I
never beheld any one whofe -beauty approaches yours.”—¢ You
are pleafed to fay fo,”” anfiwered the princefs; and here fhe ftopt,
¢ Beauty,” replied Riguet with the Tuft, ¢ is fuch a great ad-
vantage, that it ought to take place of all things; and fince you
poflets this treafure, I fee nothing can poflibly very much affeét
you.”’—==¢¢ T had much rather,”” faid the princefs, ¢ be as ugly as
you are, ‘and have wit, than have the beauty I pofle(s, and bz fo
ftupid as I am.’—¢¢ There is nothing, madam,” returned he,
¢ fhows more that we have wit, than to believe we have nonej
and it is the nature of that ¢xcellont quality, that the more people
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have of it, the more they believe they want it.”—¢ I do not
know that,” faid the princefs; ¢ but I well know that I am very
{enfelefs, and thence proceeds the vexation which almoft kills
me.’—<¢ If that be all, madam, which troubles you, I can very
eafily put an end to your affliction.”’—¢ How will you be able to
do that 2 cried the princefs. ¢ I have the power, madam,™ re=.
plied Riguet with the Tuft, ¢ to give to that perfon whom I love
beft, as much wit as can be had; and asyou, madam, are that
very perfon, it will be your fault only, if you have nor as great a
fhare of it as any one living, provided you will be pleafed to marry
me.””  The princefs remained quite aftonifhed, and anfwered not a’
word, ¢ I {ee,”” replied Riguet with the Tuft, ¢¢ that this pro=
pofal makes you very uneafy, and I do not wonder at it; but I
will give you a whole year to conlider of it.”

The princefs had fo little wit, and at the fame time fo great a
Jonging to have fome, that fhe imagined the end of that year
would never be fo that fhe accepted the propofal which was made
her.  She had no fooner promifed Riguei with the Tuft, that the
would mairy him on that day twelvemonth, than the found her-
felf quite otherwife than the was before, She had an incredible
facility of fpeaking whatever fhe pleafed, after a polite, eafy, and
natural manner; fhe began that moment a very gallant converfa-
tion with her lover ; wherein fhe tattled at {uch a rate, that he be-
lieved he had given her a greater abundance of wit than he had
referved for himfelf. i

When fhe returned to the palace, the whole court knew not
what to think of fuch a fudden and extraordinary change; for
they heard from her as much fenfible difcourfe, and as many infi=
nitely witty turns, as they had ftupid and filly impertinences be-
fore. They were all overjoyed at it-beyond imagination ; it gave
pleafure to every one but her younger fifter; becaufe, having no
Jonger the advantage of her in refpelt of wit, fhe appeared, in
‘comparifon with her, a very difagreeable, homely puls. The
king governed himfelf by the advice of his eldelt daughter, and
‘would even fometimes hold a council in her apartment. The re-
port of this change fpreading every where, all the young princes
of the neighboring kingdoms ftrove all they could to gan her fa-
vor, and almoft all of them afked her in marriage; but fhe found
not one of them had wit enough for her; fo fhe gave them all a
hearing, but would not engage herfelf to any.

However, there came one fo powerful; rich, witty, and hang-
fome, that fhe could not help having a good inclination for him.
Her father perceived it, and told her, that fhe was her own mif=
trefs as to the choice of a hufband, and that the mig tdeclare her
intentions. As the more wit we have, the greater difficulty we
find to make a firm refolution upon fuch affairs; this made’ her
defive her father, after having kindly thanked him, to give her
time to confider of it.

She wenit accidentally to walk in the fame wood where the met
Riguet with the Tuft, to think the more conveniently what the
had to do. While fhe was walking in a profound meditatiom
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fhe heard a confufed noife under her feet, as it were, of a great
many people, walking backward and forward, feemingly very bu-
fy. Having liftened more attentively, fhe heard one fay, ¢ bring
me that pot;”’ another, ¢ give me that kettle;” and a thivd,
¢ put fume wood on the fire.”™ The ground at the fame time open-
ed, and the faw under her feet a kitchen full of cooks, fcullions,
and all (orts of oflicers neceflary for a magnificent entertainment.
There came out of it a company of roafters, to the number of
twenty or thirty, who went to plant themflves in a fine ally of
wood, about a very long table, with their larding-pins in their
hands, and foxes-tails in their caps, wio began to work, keeping
time to the tune of a very harmonious fong.

The princefs, all altonithed at this fight, atked them who they
worked for? ¢ For prince Riguet with the Tuft,” faid the chief
of them, ¢ who is to be married to morrow.’> The princefs,
more furprifed than ever, and now recolle¢ting that it was this
day twelvemonth fhe had promifed to marry Rigquet with the Tuft,
fhe had like to fink into the ground, What made her forget this,
was, that when fhe made the promife, fhe was very filly; but
having obtained that vaft ftock of wit which the prince had be-
ftowed on her, fhe had entitely forgot her ftupidity. She conti-
nued walking ; but had not got thirty fteps before Riguet with
the Tuft prefented himfelf to her, bravely and moft magnificently
dreffed, like a prince who was going to be married.

¢ You fee, madam,” faid he, ¢ I am very exact in keeping my
:word, and doubt not in the Jeagt but you are come hither to per-
form yours, and to make me, by giving me your hand, the hap=
Ppielt of nien,”—<¢ I thaj] freely own to you,’’ anfwered the prin-
cefs, ¢“that I have not yet taken any refolution on this affair,
and believe T fhall never take fuch a one as you defire.””—¢ You
altonith me, madam,” faid Riguet with the Tuft. << I believe 100
faid the princefs; ¢ and furely if I had to do with a clown, or a
man of no wit, I fhould find myfelf much at a Jofs. ¢ A princefs
always obferves her word,” would he fay to me, ¢and you muft
marry me, fince you pronifed to do fo.” But as he whom I talk to
1s the man of the world. who is mafter of the greateit {enfe and
‘wdgment, I am fure he will hear reafon. You know, that when
I was buta fool, I could, notwithftanding, never come to a refo-
lution to mairy you.  Why will you have me, now I have fo
much judgment as you gave me, and which makes me a move
Gifficult perfon than T was at that time, to come to fuch a refolu-
tion, which I would nst then determine to agree to? If you
fincerely thought to make me your wife, you have been greatly in
the wrong to deprive me of my dull fimplicity, and make me fee
things much more clearly than I did.”—¢¢If a man of no wit
and {enfe,” replied Riguet with the Tuft, ¢ would be well re-
ceived, .as you fay, in reproaching you for breach of your word,
why will'you not lct me, madam, have the fame uiage in a matter
wherein ali the happinefs of my life is concerned ? Is it reafona-
bley that perfons of wit and fenfe thould be in a worfe condition
than thofe that have none? Can you pretend this, you whe haye

-
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{o great a fhare, and defired fo earneftly to haveit? But let us
come to faét, it you pleale. Setting afide my uglinefs and de-
formity, is there any thing in me which difpleafes you? Are you
diffatished with my birth, wit, humor, or manners?>’—¢ Not at
all,” anfwered the princefs. ¢ I love and yefpe&t you in all that
you mention.””—¢¢ If it be fo,” faid he, ¢“I am happy, fince it
is in your power to meke me the mott amiable of men.””—¢ How
can that be ?** faid the prince(s. ¢ It is done,” faid Riguet with
the Tuft, ¢ it you love me enough to with it was {o; and that
you may no ways doubt, madam, of what [ fay, know that the
very fame fairy, who on my birth-day gave me the power of mak-
ing the perfon who fhould pleafe me, extremely witty and judi-
cicus, has in like manner given you the power of making him
whem you love, and would grant that favor to, to be extremely
handfome,”—¢¢ If {0, faid the princefs, ¢ I with, with all my
heart, that you may be the moft ainiable prince in the world ; and
I beltow it on you as much as I am able.”

The princels had no fooner pronounced thefe werds, than Riguet
with the Tuft appeared to her the fineft prince upon earth; the
handfomeft and moit amiable man the ever beheld. Some affirm,
that this was not owing to the charms of the fairy, which occa-
ficned this change, bur love alone worked the metamorphofis.
‘They fay, that the princeis, having made due refle€tion on the
perfeverance of her lover, his difcretion, his wit and judgment,
and all the good qualities of his mind, faw no longer the defor-
mity of his body, nor the uglinefs of his face; that his hump
ftemed to her no more than the grand air of one who has a broad
back ; and that whereas, till then, fhe faw him limp horribly, fhe
now found it nothing more than a certain fidling air, which quite
chaimed hers  They fay farther, that his eyes, which were very
lguinting, feemed to her moft bright and fparkling ; that their ir-
regular turns paffed in her judgment for a maik of a violent ex-

o cefs of love; and in fhort that his great red nofe had, in her opi-
‘nion, fomewhat of the martial and heroic.

‘Howf(oever it was, the princefs promifed immediately to marry
him, on condition he obtained her father’s confent, - The king
being acquainted that his daughter had a great efteem for Riguet
with the ‘T'uft, whem he had long known as a moft fage and ju-
dicious prince, veceived him for his fon-in-law with ~pleafure;
and the next morning their nuptials were celebrated, as Rigue?
with the ‘T'uft had forefeen, and according to the order he had
a long time before given, '

O
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THERE was once upon a time a widow, who had two daugh-
teis. .~ The cldeft was fo much like her in her face and humor,
that whoever looked upon the daughter faw the mother. They
were both fo difagreeable and fo proud, that there was no living
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with them. The youngeft, who was the very pifture of her fa«
ther, for courtely and fweetnefs of temper, was withal one of the
moft beautiful girls ever feen. As people naturally love their
own likenefs, the mother even doated on her eldeft daughter, and
at the fame time had a horrible averfion for the youngeft, She
made her eat in the kitchen, and work continually.

Among other things, this poor child was forced twice a day to
draw water above a mile and a half off the houfe, and bring home
a pitcher full of it. One day, as fhe was at this fountain, there
came to her a poor woman, who begged of her to let her drink.
¢ O ay, with all my heart, Goody,” faid this pretty little girl;
and rincing immediately the pitcher, fthe took up fome water from
the cleareft place of the fountain, and gave it to her, holding up
the pitcher all the while, that fhe might drink the eafier.

The good woman having drank, faid to her, ¢ you are fo very
pretty, my dear, fo good, and {o mannerly, that T cannot help
giving you a gift. [This was a fairy, who had taken the form of
a poor country-woman, to fee how far the civility and good «
manners of this pretty girl would go.] I will give you for gift,”
continued the fairy, ¢ that at every word you fpeak, there fhall
come out of your mouth either a flower or a jewel.”

When this pretty girl came home, her mother fcolded her for
ftaying fo long at the fountain. ¢ I beg your pardon, mamma,"’
faid the poor girl, ¢ for not making more hafte;> and in fpeak-
ing' thefe words, there came out of her mouth two rofes, two
pearls, and two diamonds. ¢ What is it I fee there 2’ faid her
mother, ‘quite aftonithed. ¢ I think I fee pearls and diamonds
come out of the girl’s mouth. How happens this, child?* This
was the firft time fhe ever called her child. The poor creature
frankly told her all the matter, not without dropping out an infi-
nite number of diamonds. ¢ 1In good faith,” cried the mother,
«¢ I muft fend my other child thither. ~Come hither, Fanny, Jook
‘what comes out of thy fiter’s mouth when fhe fpeaks. Wouldft
thou not be glad, my dear, to have the fame gifts given to thee?
Thou haft nothing elfe to do, but go and draw water out of the
fountain; and when a cerfain poor woman atks you to let her
drink, to give'it her very civilly.”—¢ It would be a very fine
fight, indeed,” replied this ill-bred minx, ¢ to fee me go draw
water.,”—¢ You fhall go, huffy,” faid the mother, ¢ and this
minute.” . So away fhe went, but grumbling all the way, taking
with Ler the beft filver tankard in the houfe.

She was no focner at the fountain, than fhe faw coming out of
the wood a lady moft elegantly diefled, who came up to her, and
afked to drink. ‘This was the very fairy who had appeared to her
filter, but had ncw ‘taken the air and drefs of a princefs, to fee.
how far this girl’s’rudenefs would go. ¢ Am T come hither,”®
faid the proud faucy flut, ¢ toferve you with water, pray? 1 fup_-_s

. pofe the filver tankard was brought purely for your ladythip;: was.
it 7 However, you may drink out of it, if you have a fapcyy™
.*You are not over and above mannerly,” anfwered the fairy,
-without putiing herfelf in 2 paffion. ¢ Well then, fince yepbave
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{o little breeding, and are fo difobliging, I give you for gift, that
at every word you fpeak there fhall come out of your mouth a
inake or a toad.” So foon as her mother faw her coming, the cried
out, ¢ well, daughter!—¢ Well, mother!" anfivered the pert
huffey. ¢ O inercy!" cried the woman, ¢ what is it I ce? O!
it is that wretch her fifter, who has occafioned all this; but fhe
fhall pay for it;” and immediately fhe ran to beat her. The poor
child” fled away from her, and went to hide herfelf in the foreft.

The king’s fon, then on his return from hunting, met her ;
and feeing her fo very pretty, atked her what fhe did there, ané_
why the cried? ¢ Alas! fir, my mother has turned me out of
deors.™  The king’s fon, who faw five or fix pearls, and as many
diamonds,. come out of her mouth, defied her to tell him how |
that happened. She thereupon told him the whole ftory; fo he
fell in love wi'h her; and, confidering within himfelf that fucha
gift was worth more than any marriageable portion whatever in
another, condufted her to the palace of the king his father, and
there married her. 2

As for her fifter, fhe made herfelf fo much hated, that her own
mother turned her off; and the miferable wretch, having wan-
dered about a good while, without finding any body to take her
i, went to a corner in a wood, and there died.

e S S
STORY OF CINDERILLA,

ONCE there was a gentleman who married, for his fecond wife,
the proudeft and moft haughty woman that was ever feen. She
had, by a former hufband, two daughters of her own humor, and
were indeed exa&ly like her in all things. He had likewife, by
another wife, a young daughter, but of unequalled goodnefs and
fweetnefs of temper, which fhe took from her mother, who was
the beft creature in the world.

No fooner were the cercimonies of the wedding over, but the
mother-in-law began to fhow herfelf in her true colors. She
could not bear the good qualities of this pretty girl; and the lefs,
becaufe they made her own daughters appear the more odious.
She employed her in the meaneft work of the houfe; fhe fcoured
the difhes, tables, &c. and rubbed madam’s chamber, and thofe
of mifles, her daughters. She lay up in a forry garret, upon a
wretched ftraw-bed ; while her fitter lay in fine rooms, with the
floors all in-laid, upon beds of the very neweft fathion, and where
they had looking-glaffes fo large, that they might ifee themfelves
at their full length, from head to foot.: The poor girl bore all
patiently 5 fhe dared not tell her father;. who would have raitled
her off, for his wife governed him entirelys  When fhe had done
her work, fhe ufed to go into the chimney-corner, and fit down
among ¢inders and athes, which made her commonly be callel
Cinder-breech 5 but the youngeft, who was not fo rude and unci- :
vil g the eldefty called her Crrderilla, However, notwithftanding
: F
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her mean apparel, fhe was a hundred times handfomer than her
fifters, though they were always dreffed very richly,

It happened that the king’s fon gave a ball, and invited all per-
fons of fathion to it. Our young miffes were allo invited, for
they cut a very grand figure among the quality. They were
mightily ‘delighted at this invitation, and wondertully bufy in
choofing out fuch gowns, petticoars, and head-drefles as might
beft become them. They talked all day of nothing but how they
fhould be drefled. <¢ For my part,”” faid the eldeft, ¢ I will wear
my red velvet {uit with the French trimming.”— And 1,” faid
the youngeft,” fhall only have my ufual petticoat; but then, to
make amends for that, I will put on my gold-flowered manteau,
and my diamond ftomacher, which is far from being the moft or«
dinary one in the world.”

Cinderilla, as well as many others, was confulted in all which
concerned their drefs, for fhe had excellent notions, and advifed
them for the beft; nay, fhe offered her fervice to drefs their heads,
which they were very willing fhe fhould do. As fhe was doing
this, they faid to her, ¢ Cinderilla, would you not be glad to go
to the ball ’—¢ Ah!I" faid fhe, ¢ you only jeer me; ¢“it is not
for fuch a one as I am to go thither.”—¢ Thou art in the right
of it,” replied they; ¢ it would make the people laugh to fee a
Cinder-breech at a ball.”” Any one but Cinderilla would have
drefled their heads awry; but the was very good, and drefled them
pertectly well, At laft the happy day came; they both went to
court, and .Cinderilla tollowed them vwith her eyes as long as fhe
could ;5 and when fhe had lott fight of them, fhe fell a.crying.,

Her godmother, who faw her all in tears, afked her what was
the matter. ¢ I wifh T could—! wifh I could—"" fhe was not
able to fpeak the reft. This godmother, who was a fairy, faid to
her, ¢ thou wifhelt thou couldft go to the ball; is not that the
cafe P""—*¢ Y—es,” cricd Cinderilla, with a great figh, ¢ Wellt
be but a good girl,” faid her godmother, ¢ and 1 will contrive
that thou flialt go.”” Then fhe took her into her chamber, and
iaid to her, ¢ run into the garden, and bring me a pompion.”
Cinderilla swent imnediately to gather the fineft fhe could get, and
brought it to her godmother, not heing able to imagine how this
pompion could make her go to the ball.  Her godmother {cooped
out all the infide cf it, having left nothing but the rind; which
dore, fhe ftrock it with ber wand, and the pompion was inftantly
turned into 2 fine ccach, gilded all over with gold.,

. She then went to look into hex moufe-trap, where fhe found fix
mice all alive. She then ordered Cinderilla to lift up a litile the
trap-door, when giving each moufe, as it went out, a little tap
with her wand, the amimal was that moment turned into a fair
horfe, which altcgether made a very fine fet of {ix borles of a beau-
tiful moufe-colordd dapple grey. Being at a lofs for a coachman,
““ T will go and fee,”” fays Cinderilla, ¢ if there be never a rat in
the rat-trap ; we may make a coachman of him. =< Thou art in
the right,” replied her godmother ; go, and lock.” Cinderilla
®rovght the trap to her, and in it there were threc huge rats, The
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fairy made choice of one of the three, which had the largeft beard
and, having touched him with her wand, he¢ was turned into a fat
jolly coachman, who had the fmarteft whifkers ever feen.

After that, fhe faid to her, ¢ go again into the garden, and vou
will find fix lizards behind the watering-pot ; bring them to me.’”
She did fo; when her godmother turned them into fix footmen,
who fkipped up immediately behind the coach, their liveries all
bedaubed with gold and filver, and clung as clofe behind each
other, as if they had done nothing elfe their whole lives. Ths
fairy then faid to Cinderilla, ¢ welll you fee here an equipage fit
to go to the ball with?  Are you not pleafed with it 2*—s¢ O}
yes,” cried the. ¢ But muft I go thither as T am, in thefe nafty
poiforious rags ?**  Her godmother only juft touched her with her
wandy and at the fame inftant her clothes were turned into cloth of
goldiand filver, all befet with jewels. This done, fhe gave her &
pair of'glafs flippers, the prettieft pair in the whole world.

Being thus decked out, the got up into her coach. But her
godmother, above all things, commanded her not to ftay till after
midnight; telling her, at the fame time, that if the faid at the
ball one moment longer, her coich would be a pompion agdin, her
horfes mice, her coachman a rat, her footmen lizards, and her
clothes become juft as they were before., : X

She promifed her godmother, the would not fail of leaving the
ball betore midnight; and then away fhe drives, fcarce able to
contain herfelf for joy. The king’s fon, who was told that a great
princefs, whom nobody knew, was come, he ran out to receive
her; he gave her his hand as fhe alighted from the coach, ‘and led
her into the hall, among all the company. There was immedi-
ately a profound filence; they left off dancing, ant the violins
ceafed to play, fo attentive was every one to contemplate the bead-
ties of this unknown new-comer. Nothing was then heard but. a
confufed noife of < ah! bow handfome fhe is!—ah! how hand-
fome fhe is I The king himfelf, old as he was, could not help
ogling her, and telling the queen foftly, that it was a long time
fince he had feen fo beautiful and lovely a creature. = All the la-
dies were bufied in confidering her clothes and head drefs, that
they might huve fome made after the fame partern, if they could
meet with fuch fing materials, and as able hands to make them.

The king’s fon conduéted her to the moft honorable feat, and
afterward tock her out to dance with him; fhe danced fo very
gracefully, that every body admired her. A cold collation was
ferved up, whereof the young prince ate not a morfel, (o intenfely
was he bufied in gazing on her, She went and fat ‘down by her
fifters, fhowing them a thoufand civilities, giving them pait of
the oranges and citrons ‘that the prince had prefented her with;
which: very much furprifed them, for they did not know her.
While Cinderilla was thus amufing her fifters, fhe heard the clock
ftrike eleven and three quarters; whereupon ‘fhe immediately. made
a curtefy to the company, and then hattened away. : S

Being got home, fhe ran to feek out her goduiother; ‘and, after
having thanked her, fhe faid, fhe could not but heartily with ‘lﬁ:ét
fhe might go next day to the ball; becaufe the king’s fon had de-
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dired her. As fhe was eagerly telling her godmother whatever had
pafled at the ball, her two fifters knocked at the door, which Gin-
derilla went and opened. ¢ How long you have ftaid!* cried
the, gaping, rubbing her eyes, and ftretching herfelf as if fhe had
been awaked out of her fleep; fhe had not, however, any manner
of inclination to fleep fince they went from home. ¢ If thou hadit
been at the ball,” faid one of her fifters, ¢ thou wouldft not have
been tired with it; there came thither the fineft prineefs, the molt
beautiful ever feen with mortal eyes; fhe fhowed us a thoufand
civilities, and gave us oranges and citrons.”” Cinderilla {eemed
very. indifferent in the matter. Indeed, fhe afked them the name
of the prince(s; but they told her, they did not know it, and that
the king’s fon was very unealy on her account, and would give all
the world to know who the was. At this Cinderilla, (miling, re-
plied, ¢ the muft then be very beautiful indeed.”
~ The next day the twe fifters were at the ball, and {o was Ciz-
derilla, but drefled more magnificently than before. The kings.
fon was always by her, and never ccafed his compliments and hia
amorous {peeches to her; to whom all this was fo far frem being
tirefome, that fhe quite forgot what her godmother had recom-
.mended to her; fo that fhe at laft counted the clock ftriking tlie
- hour of twelve, when fhe took it to be no more than eleven; fhe
_then rofe up, and fled as nimble as a deer. The prince followed,
but could not overtake her, She left behind one of her glafs flip-
pers, which the prince took up moft carefully. She got home,
but quite out of breath, without coach or footmen, and in her
nafty old clothes, having nothing left of all her finery, but one
of the little flippers, fellow to that fhe dropped. The guards at
the palace gate were afked, if they had not feen a princefs go out;
who faid, they had feen nobody, but a young girl, meanly drefled.

When the two fifters returned from the ball, Cinderilla afked
them, if they had been well diverted, and if the fine lady had been
there? They faid, ¢ yes, but fhe hurried away immediately
when it ftruck twelve, and with fo much hafte, that fhe dropped
one of her little glafs flippers, the prettieft in the world, which the
king’s fon took up; he had done nothing but look at her all the
time of the ball, and moft certainly is in love with the beautiful
perfon who owns the little flipper.”

What they faid was very true; for afew days after, the king’s
{on caufed it to be proclaimed, by found of trumpet, that he would
marry her whofe foot this flipper would juft fit. They whom he
employed began to try it upon the princefles, and all the court,
but in vain. It was brought to the two fifters, who did all they
poflibly could to thruft their foot into the flipper, but they could
not effet it. Cinderilla, who faw all this, and knew her flipper,
{aid to them, fmiling, ‘¢ let me fee if it will it me’’. Her fitters
burkt out a-laughing, and began to banter her. The gentleman,
who was fent to try the flipper, looked earneftly at her, and, find-
ing her very handfome, faid it was but juft that fhe fhonld try,
for that he had orders to let every one make trial, He obliged her
to fitdown ; and putting the flipper to her foot, he found it went
in very eafily, and fitted her as if it had been made of wax, The
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eftonifiment her two fitters was in was exceflively great, but fill
more fo when fhe pulled out of her pocket the other flipper, and
put it on her foot. Thereupon, in came her godmother; who
having touched with her wand Cirderil/a’s clothes, made them
richer and more magnificent than any fhe had before.

And now her two filters found her to be that fine beautiful lady
whom they had feen at the ball. They threw themifclves at her
feet, to beg pardon for all the ill-treatment they had made her un-
dergo. Cinderilla took them up; and, as the embraced them, tokd
them that fhe forgave them with all her heart, and defired them al-
ways to love her,  She was=condncted to the young prince, drefied
as fhe was.  He thought her more charming than ever, and a few
days after married her. Cinderilla, who was no lefs good than
beautiful, gave her two fifters lodgings in the palace, and that very
{fame day matched them with two great lords of the court.

KING AND FAIRY RING,

THERE was a king, whofe name was 4/farute, feared by all
his neighbors, and loved by all his (ubjecte.  He was wife, good,
juft, and valiant; and deficient in no quality, requifite in a great
prince. A fairy came to him one day, and told him that he
would very foon find himfelf plunged into great difficplities, if he
did not make ufe of the ring, which fhe then put on his finger.
When he turned the ftone of his ring to the infide of his hand, he
became invilible; and when he turned the diamond outward, he
became vifible again.

He was mightily pleafed with this prefent, and (6on grew fenfi-
ble of the ineftimable value of it.  When he fufpeed any of his
fubjects, he went into that man’s houfe and clofet, with his dia-
mond twmed inward, and heard and faw all the fecrets of the fa-
mily, without being perceived. When he miftrufted the defigns
of any neighboring potentate, he would take a long journey, un-
accompanied, to be prefent in his moft private counfels, and learn
every thing, without the ftar of being difcovered. By this means,
he eafily prevented every intention to his prejudice ; he fruftrated
feveral confpiracies formed againdt his perfon, and difconcerted all
the meafures of his enemies tor his overthrow,

. Neverthelefs, he was not thoroughly fatisfied with his ring ; and
he requefted of the fairy the power of conveying himfelf, in an in-
ftant, from one country to another; that he might make a more
convenient and ready ufe of the enchanted ring. The fairy re-
plied, ¢“you afk too much. = Let me conjure you not to covet a
power, which I forefee will one day be the caufe of your mifery,
though the particular manner thereof be concealed from me.”” The
king would not liften te her entreaties, but ftill urged his requeft.
¢¢ Since then you will have it {0, faid fhe, ¢ I muft neceflarily
grant you a favor, of which you wili dearly repent.” Hereupon,
the chafed his fhoulders with a fragrant liquor, when immediately
he perceived little wings thooting at his back. Thele little wings
weie not difcerngble urder hes habit; and when he had a mind to
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fly, he need only touch them with his hand, and they would fpread
{o as to bear him throuzh the air, {wifter than an eagle. When
he had no farther occafion for his wings, with a touch they fhrunk
again to fo {imall a fize as to lie concealed under his garment.

By this magic, Alfarute was able to tranfport himfelf, in a few
‘moments, wherever he pleafed. He knew every thing, and no
nian could conceive how he came Gy his intelligence ; fot he would
-often retire into his clofet, and pretend to be fhut up there the
whole day, giving ftrict orders not to be difturbed; then making
himfelt inviftble with his ring, he would enlarge his wings with a
touch, and traverfe vaft conntries. By this power he enter=d into
very extraordinary wars, and never faileld to triumph. Bat, as
he continually faw into the fecrets of men, he difcovered fo much
wiekednefs and diffimulation, that he could no longer place a con-
filence in any one. The more redoubted and powerful he grew,
the lefs he was beloved; and he found that even they to whom he
had been the moft bountiful, had the lealt fhare of gratitude.

In this difconfolate condition, he refolved to fearch through the
wide worid, till he found a woman, complete in heauty and all
‘good qualities, willing to be his wife; one who would love him,
and ftudy to make him happy. Long did he fearch in vain; and
as he faw all, without being feen, he difcovered the moft hidden
‘wiles and failings of the fex. He vifited all the courts; where he
found the ladies infincere, fond of admirers, and fo enamored
-with their own perfons, that their hearts were not capable of en-
“tertaining any true love for a hufband. He went likewife into
wall the private families; he found one was of an inco iftant, vo-
latile difpofition; another was cunning and artful; a third, very
haughty ; a fourth, capricious ; almoft all faithlefs, vain, and full

.of idolatry to their own charms,

Under thefe difappointments, he refolved to carry his inquiry
through the loweft conditions of life. At lait, he found out the
daughter ‘of a poor laborer, fair as the brightelt morning, buit
fimple and ingenuous in all her beauty, which fhe difregded,
and which in reality was the leatt of her perfections, for fhe had
an underftanding and a virtue, which outfhone all the graces of
her perfon. All the youth of t'e neighborhood were impatient to
fee her, and more impatient, after they bad, to obtain her in
marriage; none doubting of ‘being happy with fuch a wife.

King Alfarate beheld her, and he loved her. He demanded her
-of the father, who was tranfported with the thoughts of bis daugh-
ter becoming a great queen. Clarinda (for fo fhe was called)
went from her father’s hat into a magnificent palace, where fhe
was received by a numerous court. She was not dazzled, nor
difconcerted at the fulden change. She preferved her fimplicity,
her modefty, her virtue, and forgot not the place of her birth,
when fhe was in the heighth of her glory. Theking’s affeétion
for her increafed 'ddily, and he believed he thould at Jalt arrive 4t
perfe¢t happinefs; neither was he already far from it, fo moch did
‘he begin to confide in the goodnefs of his queen. He often ren-
dered himfelf invifible, to obferve and furprife her; but he never
difcovered any thing in her that was not worthy of his admirationy



a

QUEEN ARXD COUNTRY GIRL. ) ¥
~ The fairy, who had foretold the confequences of the laft re-
queft, came fo often to warn him, that he thought her importis-
nity troublefome. Therefore he gave orders, that the fhould ne’
longer be admitted into the palace, and enjoined the queen not to
receive her vifits for the future. - 3 :
It happened one day, when the king was upona progrefs, that
the fairy, defirous to inftruct the queen in futurity, entered her'
apartment in the appearance of a young'officer, and immediately’
declared, in a whifper, who the was; whereupon, the queen em-
braced her with tendernefs. The king, ‘who was thén invifible,
perceived it, and was inftantly fired with jealoufy.. He drew his
fword, and pierced the queen, who fell expiring mto hisarms. In
that moment,, the fairy refumed her true: fhape; whereupon, the
king knew her; and was convinced of the queen’s innocence. Hs
then would have killed himfelf; but the fairy withheld his hand,
and {trove to comfort him. AL
Toeo late, now Alfarute curfed his folly, that put him upon -
wrefting a boon from the fairy, which proved his mifery. He re-
turned the ring, and defired his wings might be taken from him,
The remaining days of his life he: pafled in bitternefs and grief;
knowing no other confolation but to weep perpetually over Cla-
rinda’s tomb. .

P W -

QUEEN AND COUNTRY GIRL,

e Y Dl

THERE was upon a time a queen fo very far firicken in years,
that her majelty was toothlefs and bald. Her head fhook and trem~
bled perpetnally like the leaves of an afpin, and her fight was fo:

dim, that {peétacles were of no longer ufe to her. Her mouth was
almoft hid by the near approach .of her nofe and chin; hor flature
was fo diminifhed, that the was fhrunk into a fhapeleis heap; and
ber back fo bowed, as though the had been crooked from infancy.
A fairy, who aflifted at the birth of this queen, came to her,
and faid, ¢ do yeu defire to grow young again "’ Moft cer-
tainly,” replied the queen. [ would part with all my jewels, tol
be but twenty.”’-——¢ Then,”’ continued the fairy, ¢¢ it will be ne=
ceffary to make an exchange, and to transfer your age and infire!
mities to fone one, who will give you her youth and health.”
Hereupon, the queen gave orders to make diligent inquiry
through the kiugdem, for a perfon who might be willing to barter
youth for age, upon a valuable confideration, When thele orders
were publicly known, a great many poor people flocked from alk
parts to the court, all of them defirous to be made old and rich,
But when they had feen the queen at dinner, hideous in her infir«
mities, coughing over 2 meis of water-gruel, and deating ever:
and anon as ihe {poke, not one was inclinable to take up the bura
then of her years. They chole rather to live by begging, and to
enjoy youth and health in rags and poverty. ;

At laft there came a young country girl (whofe name was Mop-
/) in full bloom, who demanded no lefs. than the crown as an
cquivalent for her youth and beputy, The queen immediately



48 QUEEN AND COUNTRY GIRL. \

grew angry ; but to what purpofe? She was bent upon renewi%‘g ;
her vigor at any rate. ¢ But,” faid the, “ what fhould I be able
0 do without my kingdom ?*’—¢¢ You would laugh, you would
dance, you would fing like me,”” anfwered the young girl; and’
immediately fhe broke out into a laughter, and danced, and fung.

The two parties feemed now difpofed to an agreement, and were
ready to ftrike the bargain, when in comes the fairy ; and addre(-
fing herfelf to Mepfy, *¢ are you willing to make trial of the con-
dition of an old queen, and fee firft how you like it, before you
refolve upon a change in good earneft »’—¢¢ With all my heart,”
replied the girl. Her forehead is inftantly furrowed with wrinkles,
her chefnut hair turns white; fhe grows peevith and morofe ; her
head fhakes, her teeth are loofe, and fhe is already an hundred
years old. The fairy then opens a little box, and lets out a mul-
titude of officers and courtiers of both fexes, richly apparelled, -
who {oon fhot up in the full ftature of men and women, and paid
their hamage to the queen, She is conduéted to her chair of ftate,
and a coftly banquet 1s immediately fet before her; but, alas! fhe
has no appetite, and cannot bear the fumes of the table; her limbs
tail her when fhe tries to walk ; fhe is awkward and bafhful, and
in 2 maze; fhe knows not how to fpeak, nor which way to turn
herfelt; fhe calls for a looking-glafs, and is ftartled at her own
deformity ; and fhe coughs inceffantly till her fides ache.

In the mean time, the true queen ftands in one corner of the
room by herfelf; the laughs, and begins to grow handfome ; but
fhe is troubled to find herfelf fo meanly apparelled; her coats
thort and f{canty ; and her waiftcoat of a coarfe woolen ftuff, She
was not ufed to be thus poorly equipped; and one of her own
guards, who took her for fome rude creature, went to turn her out
of the palace. Then faid Mopfy to her, ¢ I perceive you are not
2 little unealy in my condition, and I am much more weary of
yours. ‘Take your crown again, and give me back my ruffet
garment.”” The exchange was foon made. The reftoration was
hardly completed, when each began to repent; but it was too
late, for the fairy had now condemned them both to remain in
their proper condition.

- The queen bewailed herfelf daily, upon the finalleft indifpo-
fition, ¢ Alas!” would fhe fay, ¢ if I was Mop/y at this time,
I fhoflld fleep indeed in a cottage, and feed upon chefnuts; but
then by day I fhould dance in the fhade with the fthepherds, to the
fveet mufic of the pipe. 'What am I happier for lying in an em-
broidered bed, where I am never free from paw? Or, for my nu-.
merous attendants, who have not the power to relieve me >

Her grief for having forfeited her choice increafed her indifpo-
fition, and fhe died at the end of two months. Mop/y was in the
widit of a dance with her companions, when tidings came of the
queen’s death. Then fhe blefled herfelf, that the had efcaped from
rpyalty; mere through good fortune and i spatience than through
forecaft and refolution, _
' FINIS. .
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