








'JJE ;/aclida1(1 sat on tJ;c --Ganlinal' s chair/ 

1lt'.shop and abbot) and prior were tJ;ere; 

~ Lanp a 1nonh) and man;' a friar) 

~) lanr a lini,_.,,qlit) and 1nanr a squire) 

C\T/z'th a great man;; more of lesser degree)­

Jn soot!) a goodl;; compan?. 



I 
_J 



J:lnd t1er sen;ed t1e 'Lord '};rim.ate on bended knee. 

Xe,.cr, .J ween) was a prouder seen) 

Read of in books) or dreamt of in drcanis) 

Z~an t1e --Cardinal 'Lord u1.rchbislwp of Rheinis-' 

.Jn and out t1roug1 t1e motlep rou( 

flwt little .Jackdari; kept 1opping abullt; 

Ji.ere and t1cre like a dog in a fair 

·Over comfits and cakes) and dishes and plates, 

~cowl and cope) and roc1ct ancl palt 

:Jllitre and crosier/ ?e lwpp' d upon aLl / 

CT.,Vith saucr air) lze perch' ct' on the chair 





C\VlLCre., in state., the 3rcat Lord ~cardinal sat 

:In the 3reat Lord "Gardinal' s 3rcat reel hat; 

rA.nd lie peer' cl in the face of his Lordship's <;;race., 

C\Vith a satisfied look., as if lie would sat., 

'C\Ve two are the 3reatest folks here to-da? /' 

r:Ancl tlie priests., with awe) as such freaks tlup sa1v., 

Said., ''{he <J)ef'il must De in that little ;Jackdaw/' 

The feast was or'cr) t?e Doard was clear' d., 

Tl1e f lawns and the custards had all disappear' cl; 

r:And six ldtle sin3in3-Dops)- dear little souls/ 

Jn nice clean faces., and nice white stoles., 

· Came) in order due) '{wo D? two., 

:.JI larrllin3 tlzat grand l'Cfectorp throu/;h .' 



u1. 1uce little bot lLcld a golden ewer) 

Zmboss' d and filled with water) as pure 

7},s anp t1at flows between Rheims and :J.lanwr) 

CW1ich a nice little bop stood reaclp to catch 

:Jn a f inc golden hand-basin niade to matc?. 

r1()o nice little bops) rat1er more grown) 

~carried laPender-water) and Eau de ~cologne,· 

u1.ncl a nice little bop had a nice cahc of soap) 

~Vort1p of washing the hands of t1e J;ope. 

{)ne little bop more a naphin bore) 

V f t1e best white diaper' f rin gccl 1()ith pinlf,, 

~And a --Cardinal's Ji.at mark' d in rpcrmancnL ink' 





' 

';:he great Lord ~cardinal tarns at tl;c sight 

{)f t1ese nice little bars all dress' d in w1itc: 

5rom /-1_is finger he draws his costlr tarquoisc; 

c.And) not t1inking at all about little Jackc/aws) 

?Deposits it straig?t br the side of ?is plate) 

CW?ile t1e nice little bars on ?is Zniincnce wail; 

'{ill when nobod/ s dreaming of anr sac? thing) 

J:1at little Jackdaw hops off with tl;c ring .I 

{ herl s a err and a shout) ancl a dcu.ce of a ran( 

c.And nobodr seems to know what tl;c/ re abaut) 



:But tlie monks ?a-Pe tl2eir pockets all turned inside out; 

fhe friars are kneeling, and lmnting, and feeling:, 

J:1e carpet, t1e floor, and the walls, and t1e ceiling. 

fhe ~cardinal drew off each plwn-colour' d sl7oe, 

c.And left l2is red stoclihzgs exposed to the 1,'ieH1; 

Jie peeps, ancl he feels in t1e toes and the heels; 

f?c? tarn up t1e dis1es, - tl2er turn up the plates, -

"J... hc_JJ take 

rugs, ther examine t1e 

<;Bllt, no/ - no such tl;ing; -

Z1er can't find t1e R£ng .1 



7.ic solcmnlt cursed 

that rasr:allp 

thief/ 



r./ind t1e 0UUot declared that) rWfLCn nooodp twigq' d it) 

Some rascal or other 1ad pop/ d in) and png,g' d it.I' 

r1e "Cardinal rose wit? a dignified look) 

.lie call' d for his candle) his bd( and his book/ 

.Jn holr anger) and pious griel 

Jle solemnlp cur scd t1at rascall;; tli ie/ / 

,1.le cursed him, at board) he cursed him zn bed; 

Efrom the sole of ?is foot to the crown of Qis 1ead; 

1f.e cursed him in sleeping) t1at ePerr nzght 

.1ie shollld dreani of tQe dePi( and wake in a fright ) 

Jie CllTsed ltim in eating) ?e cursed ?ini in drinking) 

lie cursed him in coagl?ing, in snee:::,ing) in winking; 



Jlc cursed him, in sitting1 in stancling1 in lping; 

Jie cursed him, in walking1 in riding1 in f lr£ng1 

J-ie cursed him, in lfring1 he cursed him dting /­

d:JVeper was heard such a terrible curse/ 

<]]rd what gan rZ:se To no little surprise1 

~Vobodr seem,' cl ;ne pennt the -worse/ 

Zhe clar was gone) The n(ght came on) 

7)1e :JVlonks and the c;friars ther search' cl till dawn; 

~Vhen the Saaistan sa-w1 on crumpled claw1 

~Gome limping a poor little lame ;J acli,clan 1 
/ 

r;::,r o longer /;a_r11 0s on resterclat; 

Ji.is feathers all seem' d to be turn' cl the 
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Ji.is pinions droop' d- he could hardlp stand) -

Ji.is 1ead was as bald as the palm of pour hand; 

Ji.is epe so dim) So wasted eac? limb) 

rhat) heedless of grammar) thep all cried) ) rhat' s him?­

rhat' s the scamp that has done this scandalous thing/ 

rhat' s the thief that has got mr Lord ~cardinal's Ring/' 

7_he poor little Jackdaw1 WQen the monks he saw) 

'j,,ablt gave vent to the ghost of a caw; 

~nd turn' d his bald 1ead1 as much as to sap; 

J;rar1 be so good as to walk t1is -wap / 

Slower and slower he limp' d on be/ore1 

rill t1er came to the back of the bel/rr do1 1r. 



~T./ficre the first thin3 

fhep saw 
'( " J 

' 7,iz'dst the sticlis 

and the straw 

~Vas the Ring in the 

nest of that little 

Ja,ckda11•/ 

'J:hcn the great Lord 

~ardinal call' d 

tor his uooliJ 

c.And off that terrible 

curse he took. 
' 



7Jc mute expression Sen·ed in lieu of confesst'un, 

::[Lnd1 being thus coupled -with full restitution, 

J:he ;J achda-w got plenarr absolution ! 

- CW1en those -words were heard, tlwt poor little bird 

~v as so changed in a moment, J twas reallr ausurc( 

'J.i.e grew sleek1 and fat; .Jn addition to Lhat, 

Ji fresh crop of feat1crs cmne thick as a niat ! 

J-iis tail waggled more even than bcf ore; 

JJut no longer it -wagged -wit? an impudent cur,, 

:JV,o longer he perch' cl on the ~cardinal's chair. 

J-ie hopp' d now about ~Vith a gait devout .1 

Jit :Jvlatins, at 'Vespers,, he ncrer was out. 



~nd,. so far from ant more 

pilfering dccdsJ 

Jie alwa_vs seem,' d telling the 

"Gan/cssor' s beads. 

:J f anp one lied1 - er if an? one 

swore,­

{),. slumocr' d in praper-timc and 

happen' d to snoreJ 

'J)wt good :Jackdaw ~Yould /Jfre 

a great ' ·(;'aw! 



u'1s 1nLLLh as to sat) •<])on' t do so an,t more/' 

C\Vhile 1nant rcmcirk' d) as his nianners thcp saw) 

lhllt the!' 'nc()cr fwd known such a pious Jackdaw/' 

]Je, long Lived tlie pride of that count1r siclc) 

d)lnd at last in the odour of sanctitp diecl; 

c\Vhen) as words were too fcLint) his 1ncrits to paint 

J)tc ~Gonclavc clcLcnninccl to 1nahc him, cl Saint; 

. rlllcl on ncwlp-maclc Saints and J:opes1 as :71ou hnow1 

.7 cs the cll.stmn at Ron1e1 new names to lie.stow1 
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