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TO captivate the mind to the pleafing
tatk of its duty, by fabulous details,
has ever been found the moft likely means
of having the defired effe&, by gaining con-
verts to fair virtue’s caufe: nor are the paf-
fions ever more ftrongly touched than when
the rewards of re&itude and the punifhment
attendant on irregularity are thewn in their
true colours.

The original inftitution of the ftage, was
for the purpofe of inftilling morality, and
raifing a deteftation for thofe inclinations
which terminate in the deftru@ion of the
pofleflor. For the illuftration of which, the
following lines from Mr. PoPpE’s prologue
to Cato are applicable.

¢« To wake the foul by tendcr ftrokes of art,
To raife the genius and to mend the hédrt;
To make mankin in confcious virtue bold,
Live o’er each fcene, and be what they behold.
For this the tragic mufe firft trod the ftage,
Commanding tears to flow from every age,”

Tha
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The fympathizing breaft equally feels feﬁ-v
fations of joy at the various vicifficudes
through which ftern and ‘immovable virtue
runs, when, at different periods, to 2ll ap-
pearance, fhe is on the eve of being borne
down by vice, and unexpeQedly the lovely
goddefs catches hold cf her votary, and pro-
te&ts her {poticls child, asit'doesthat of grief;
Sor the depravity of wat mind, which from
its repeated als of malevolence involves it-
~felf in certain deftrutticn.

And as the inculcating fuch fentiments
that will lay alafting foundation for going that
road which leads to pleafure, by following a
right fyftem, is beyond contradiétion fo eflen-
tially neceffary, the PusLisHER of this work
begs leave to offer it to the notice of the pa-
rents, 8rc. as every way calculated to implant
thofe ideas which. give a true relith for vir.
tue and a diftafte for vice,



,FAIRYlfALE&
The STORY of FORTUNIO,
THE

FORTUNATE KNIGHT.,

HERE once reigned 2 powerful King, who

was a Prince of great clemency, and very

well beloved by his {fubjedts ; but being engaged
In a war with an Emperor, whofe name vwag Ma-
tapa, a neighbouring and rotent Prince, after fev
veral battles, the Emperor atlaft gained an entire
and fignal victory., The King had moft of his of-
ficers and foldiers killed, or taken prifoners, and
the Empcror foon after befieged his capita] town,
and took it; by which means he became mafer of
all the treafures, The King had much ado to
elcape himfelf, with the Queen Dowager, his fifter,
who was young, beautiful, and witty, but withal
Proud, hafty, and difficult of accefs, The Em-
Peror tranfported all his jewels and rich furniture
to his own palace, and took a great number of
young damfels, horfes,- and whatever might be
ulefuland agreeableto him; and when he had de-
B populated



2 The Story of ForTuNIO.

pulated the greateft part of the kingdom, re-
turned in triumph home, where he was received
by the Emprels and the Princefs his daughter,
with all the joy imaginable; while the dethroned
King endured, with the utmoft impatience, his
mistortunes. He affembled. what troops he had
left, formed a fmall party, and to augment it
as {foon as poflibie, publifhed an ordinance, Te-
quiring all gentlemen, who were his fubjects,
cither to come and ferve him in their own proper
perfons, or to fend one of their fons well mount-
ed and armed. : :

There lived on the frontiers an old Lord, who
had feen full fourlcore years, and was a man of
extraordinary parts, but had partaken fo much of
the frowns of fortune; that he was very much re-
duced, and had bore all his ill fortune with moi e
patience, had not three beautiful daughters fhared
towith his, . But as they were WOHICH of good
fenfey they never murmured at their misfortunes,
but rather, when they fpoke, comforted their fa-
ther, than added to his affli¢tions. In this man-
ner they lived with him in an old country-houfe,
free from ambition, when this ordinance reached
+he old gentlcman‘s cars; who called his daugh-
ters, and, with a countenance that difcovered the
grief of his mind, faid to them, ¢ ‘What fhall
v we do? TheKing has ordered all perfons of Di-
¢ fin@jon in his dominions to ferve him againit
s the Emperor, or pay fuch a fine, which I am
s not able to do; and thefe extremities will either
¢ coft me my life, or be our ruin.” His three
daughters were as rouch concerned as himfelf at this
news, but yet defired him not to be difheartened,
{ince they were perfuaded fome remedy might be
found out. 'The next day, the eldeft went to her
father, as he was walking melancholy in his little
orchard, and faid to him, ¢1 come, my Lord,

‘to
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to entreat you to let me gotothe army ; Tam of
an advantageous height enough, and robuft : I
will drefs myfelf in méns cloaths, and pafs for
' your fon: If' 1. dd no herojc actions, I fhall
¢ however fave you a.journéy or the tax, which
‘is‘a great. deal i our c¢ircumftances.” The
Count embraced her tenderly, and at firft oppofed
{o extraordinary a defign'; but {he reprefented ta
him, with great firmnefs of mind, thatthere was
n0 other expedient, and thereby got his confent,
Her father provided cleaths and armsg for her,
and gave her the beft of four horfes, which he
kept to go o plowand cart; and after the moft
tender farewel on both fides, fhe fet out on her
fourney. After fome days travel, as fhe pailed
by a large meadow, befet with a quickfet hedge,
ihe faw a fhepherdefs very much grieved, who was
endeavouring to pull a fheep out ofa ditch: ¢ What
¥ are you doing there fhepherdnefs? (faid {he) <A-
* las! (replied the fhepherdefs) I am {triving to fave
¢ a {heep that is almoft drowned, and am fo weak,
* that I cannot draw him out.’ ‘T pity you (faid
the) and, without offering her affiftance, rid away,
Whereupon the {hepherdefs cyied out, ¢ Good-bye,
¢ difguifed fair." Which put our heroine into an
¢ inexpreffible furprife, ¢How s it poflible, (faid
theto herfelf) ¢ that I fhould be known? This old
* {hepherdefs has but juft fet eves on me, and
¢ has difcovered ‘what ‘I am; what fhall I do? I
* thall be known to all the world, andhow athamed
*and vexed fhall Ibe, if the King fthould find me
“out! ‘He' will think my father a coward, that
* durlt not expofe himfelf to danger.' "At laf fhe
contluded to go home again, d
The Count and his daughters were talking of
her, and reckoning how long fhe had been gone,
when they faw her come in, who told them her Ad.
venture. The good old Count faid it was nothing

B2 but



4 The Story of ForTUNIO.

but-what he forefaw; thatif fhe would have taken
his advice, {he had not gone, becaufe he thought
it impoffible but the muft be difcovered. This -
little family was embarraffed again, when the fe-
cond daughter faid to her father, ‘U am not fur-
¢ prifed that my fifter fhould be difcovered, fince
s {he ne ver was on horfeback before;, but for my
¢ part, if you will let me go in her ftead, I dare
¢ promife, you fhall not need torepent it.’ It was
in vain for the old Count to refufe her; he was
forced to confent, and fhe took other cloaths and
arms, and another horfe; and when fhe was thus
equipped, embraced her father and fifters, and re-
folved to ferve the King: but as fhe paffed by the
fame meadow, fhe faw the fame fhepherde{s draw-
ing a fheep out of a deep ditch, who cried out,
¢ Unfortunate wretch that I am, to lofe half my
¢ fock in this manner; if any body would help
¢ me, I micht fave this poor creature,” * What!
¢ fhepherdels (cried out this fecond daughter) do
¢ you take no better care of your {heep, thanto let
¢ them fall into the water ? Then {pur’d on her
horfe, and rid away. ‘¢ Farewel, difguifed fair,
(cried the old woman to her) Which words were
20 fmall afli¢tion to our Amazon. ¢ How unfor-
¢ tunate (faid fhe) is it to re thus known: I have
¢ no better luck than my fifter: It will be ridicu-
¢ Jous for me to go to the army with fuch an
¢ effeminate air,” Thereupon fhe returned home
very much vexed at her bad fuccels.

The old Count received her with a great deal of
tendernefs, and commended her prudence, but
could not help being chagrined at the expence he
had been at of two fuits of cloaths and other things,
though he concealed it as much as poffible from his
daughters. At laft the youngeft daughter defired
him, with the moft preffing inftances to give her
leave, as he had done both her fifters. ¢ Perhaps

‘ (faid
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(faid the) ¢ you may think it prefumption in me
¢ to think to fucceed better than they, yet Idefire
§ I may try; I am fomewhat taller than they ;
you know I have been ufed to hunting, which
exercife bears fo parallel with war; and my
¢ great defire to comfort you in your mlsfortunes,
¢ will infpire me with an extraordinary courage.’
Asthe Count loved this daughter better than the
other two, becaufe fhe always took moft care of
him, andread to divert him, and killed game for
him ; he ufed all the arguments he was mafter of,
to diffuade her from her defign.. “If you leave
¢ me, my dear child ({faid he) your abfence will
¢ be my death; for fhould fortune favour you in
¢ your undertqking, and you fhould return crown-
¢ ed with laurels, 1 thall not have the pleafure of
¢ feeing it, fince I am in fo advanced an age.”
¢ No, Father (faid fhe) do not think the time long,
¢ the war muft foon be at an end; and if I find
¢ out any other way to fulfil the King’s orders, 1
¢ will not negleét it: For Ican affure you, ifmy
¢ abfenceis a trouble to you, it is no lefs to me.’
By thefe words fhe at laft perfuaded him into a
confent; and affer that made up a plain fuit of
cloaths, for her fifters had exhaufted the old
Count’s treafures too much for her to" have any
better ; and was forced to take up with ene of the
worft horfes, becaule the others were lamed : but
all this could not difcourage her: She embraced
her father, afked his blefﬁnq, and after fhedding
fome tears with him and her fifters, fet furwards
on her journey.

As fhe went by the fame meadow, fhe faw the
old fhepherdefs endeavouring to pull the fheep
out of a ditch. ¢ What are you doing there,.
¢ Shepherdefs? (faid fhe. ) I have been doing, Sir,-
(replied the old woman) ¢till I ¢an do no longel
¢ X have been ever fince the break of day firiving;

B 3 “to
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¢ to get this fheep out, andalltono purpofe; and
* I am fo weary Ican fcarce ftand : There is nevez
¢ a day palfles over my head but fome mistortune
¢ attends me, and no body will help me.” ¢In-
¢ deed I pity you (faid our young warrior) and
¢ to fhew it the more, will affift you,” Thereupon
alighted from her horfe, and jumping over the
Ledge, fhe went into the ditch, where fhe worked
till fhe got this favourite theep out. ¢ Do not cry,
¢ fhepherdefs ({aid fhe) here is your iheep; and
“* confidering the time he has lain in the water,
¢ he is very brifk. © ¢ You fhall nos find me un-
~*‘grateful, charming maid (faid the fhepherdefs) I
¢ know where you are going and all your defigns;
¢ Your fifters paffed by this meadow, I knew them
¢ and their thoughts; but they were fo hard.
“ hearted and unkind, that I found the means ta
¢ preventtheir journey; but for your part, you
¢ fhall find it otherwife. I ama Fairy, and have
' a great inclination to reward thofe that are de-
¢ ferving, That horfe you ride is but a poor forry
¢ one, I will give you a better.” Thereupon ftrik-
_ing the ground with her crook, our warrior heard
whinnying behind a holt of trees, and prefently
faw a beautiful horfe galloping about the meadow,
"T'he Fairy called this courfer to her, and touching
him with-her crook, faid, faithful Comrade, be ac~
coutered finer than the beft hoife of the Emperor
Metapa; and immediately Comrade had on a
faddle and houfing of green velvet embroidered
with diamonds, a bridle {trung with pearls, with
boffes and bit of gold.
¢ What you fee ({2id the Fairy) is the leaft thing
¥ you ought to admire this borle for; he has a
s great many rare qualities which T will inform
¢ you of. Firft, he eats but once in eight days:
¢ and then he knows what is palt, prefent, and to
eome: For I have had him a long time, and
' brought
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¢ brought him up to my hand. When you want to

¢ be informed of any thing, or are at a lofs for

¢ advice, you muft addrefs yourfelf to him, and
¢ muft look on him more like your friend than a

¢ horfe. Befides, Ido not like your habit, I will
¢ give you one fhall pleafe you better.” Then

firiking on the ground with her crook, there arofe

up a turkey leather trunk, adorned with nails of
gold; the Fairy looked on the grafs for the key

which opened it: It was lined with Spanifh lea-
ther embroidered, and contained adozen complete
fuits of clothes, with dozens of all appurtenan-
ces, as {words, linen, &c. The cloaths were fo
richwith embroidery and diamonds, that our Ama-
zon could hardly lift them. The Fairy bid her
chufe which fhe liked beft, and told her the reft
fhould follow her wherever the went; and that {he
needed but to ftamp with her foot, and call for hesx
Turkey-leather trunk, and it fhould come to her
full of money and jewels, or full of fine linen and
laces, which fhe called for, either into her cham-
ber or in the field. ¢But, ({faid the Fairy) you,
¢ muft make choice of fome name agreeable teo
¢ your profeffion; and Ithink youmay call your-

¢ felf Fortunio: Befides, I think it not impropes
t you fhould know me in my own perfon.” At thag
very moment {he caft off her old {kin, and appear-
ed {o beautiful that fhe dazzled the eyes of our
young heroine. - Her habit was blue velvet lined
with ermine, her hair was platted with pearls, and
on her head ftood a ftately crown. Our young

warrior was fo tranfported with admiration, fhe
caft herfelf at her feet, fo great was her acknow-
ledgment. The fairy raifed her up, and embraced
her tenderly, and bid her take a habit of gold
and green brocade, which fhe accordingly obeyed,
and mounted her horfe, continued on her journey,
fo penetrated with the extraordinary fortune fhe

B g had
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met with, that fhe could think of nothing elfe,
She examined with herfelf by what good fortune
fhe had gained the good-will of fo powerful a
Fairy; for faid fhe to herfelf, ¢She could with one
¢ firoke of her wand have drawn out, without
¢ my afliltance, a whole flock from the center of
“ the earth, It was fortunate for me I was fo
“ ready to oblige her; fhe knew the fentiments of :
¢ ‘my heart, and approved of them. If my fa-
¢ ther faw me now {o rich, and in all this mag-
* nificence, how overjoyed would he be, and how
¢ well plealed fhould I be to have my family par-
¢ takers with me!’

As the made an end of thefe refle®ions, fhe ar-
rived at a great city, and drew on her the eyes
of all the people, who followed and crowded about
her, faying, they never faw fo fine and handfome
a knight, and {fo graceful an horfe before. She
had all manner of refpeés paid to her, which fhe
returned with all imaginable civility. ~ As foon as
the cameto an inn, the governor who had feen her
as he was walking out, and admired her, and fent
a gentleman to defire her to accept of an apart-
ment in his caftle, Fortunio, for fo we mulft call
her, aniwered, that as he had not the honour to
be known to him, he would not take that freedom,
but would come and pay his refpeéts to him: but
withal defired he would let him have a trufty fer-
vant to {fend to his father; which the Governor
did inftantly, and our knight defired him to come
again that night, becaufe his difpatches were not
ready. He fhut himfelf up faft in his chainber,
then ftamping with his foot, and calling for the
Turkey leather trunk full of diamonds and
piftoles, it appeared that moment: but then he
wias at a lofs for the key, and knew not where to
find it, and thought with nimfelf it would be a
thoufand pities to break open a trunk fo curioufly

wrought
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wrought and to have fo much riches expofed tothe

indifcretion or knavery of ‘a lock{mith, that

might talk publicly of them, and by that means
inform all Tobbers of it. ¢ \What ufe are thefe

¢ favours of, (Fortunio cried) fince I can neither

¢ enjoy them myfelf nor let my father receiveany
¢ benefit from them? Then mufing and walking
about, he remembered he fhould confult his horfe :-

away he goes to the ftable, and whifpered foftly

to him, ¢ Pray, Comrade, tell me where I fhall’

¢-find the key of the Turkey-leather trunk.” = ¢In
¢ my. ear,” (anfwered he) The knight looked in
his ear and faw a green ribbon, by which he

pulled out the key.” He opened the trunk, and

filled three little chefts full of diamonds and pif-
toles, one for his father, and two for his fifters,
and fent the governor’s man with them, defiring
him not to ftop night nor day, till he arrived at
the old Count’s.- When the meffenger told him
he came from his{on the knight, and brought him
a very heavy cheft; he was very much: {urprifed

at what it could contain, for he knewhe had {o"

little money when he fet out, that he could not buy
any thing, nor pay.the perfon for bringing his pre~
fent.  Firlt he opened his letter, and when he faw
what his dear daughter-had fent him, he was ready

to die for joy: The fight of the jewels-and gold,-

made good her words: but what was moft extra-

ordinary, when the two {ifters opened their chefts, -

there were nought but cut glafs and falfe plﬁole° 2

fo unwilling was the Fairy that they thould receive :

any, favours fxom her: infomuch that they thought
their fifter mocked them, and theleupon conceued
an inexpreflible hatred. a"amﬁ her, .- The Count

{eeing them fo angry, gave them a 0’16’1t many of
the jewels; butas foon as ever they touched them,

they changed like the reft, by wbich they g
fome unknown power acted againft them, and beg-
ged-of their Father to keep them to himfelf.

B35 koxtumo
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Fortunio never ftaid for the return of the meffen-
- ger, fo fhort was the time limited to obey the
King’s edi& in, but went and took his leave of
the governor. The whole city was affembling
together tofee him: his perfon and all his a&ions
- hadfomewhat fo engaging in them, that they could
- notbut love and admire him. He never {poke, but
they exprefled a pleafure at every word; and the
srowd was {o great, that he who had been ufed all
his life-time to the country, knew not what it
was owing to. After all civilities paid and re-
ceived, he fet forward on his journey, and was
entertained moft agreeably by his horfe, who told
him of a great many remarkable things both in old
and modern hiftories, until they arrived at a vaft
foreft; when Comrade faid to the knight, *Malter,
* there lives here a man who may be of great ufe
“tous: Heis a wood-man, and one who is gifts
ed.’” ‘ What do you mean by that;” (interrupted
* the knight. ¢ One (faid the horfe) who is en-
“dowed by fairies with fome rare qualities ;
¢ therefore we muft eagage him to go along with
fus.” At that inftant they came to the place
where the wood-man was at work, The young
knight approacked him with a fweet and pleafant
air, and afked him feveral queftions about the
place where they wdre; whether there were any
wild beafls in the foreft, and if people were al-
lowed to huunt them ;. To which the woodman re-
turned him very fuitableanfwers. Then he afked
him who helped him to fell fomany trees: he ape
{wered, he had felled them all himfelf: and that
it was the work only of fome few hours; and that
he muft fell a few more to make a little burden,
¢ What (faid the knight) do you pretend to carry
*all this woed to day.” *O Sir, (faid Stong-
* back, which was his name) I am extraordinary
* frong’ ¢ Then ({aid Fortunio) your gain muft
: ¢ be
®
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¢ be great.” Very little (replied the wood-man}
¢ we are very poor in this place; and every one
¢ does his own work.” ¢ Since it is fo (added the
knight) ¢ come along with me, and you fhall want
¢ nothing; and when you have a2 mind to go home:
¢ again, I will give you money to defray your ex-
¢ pences.’  Which propofal he approved of, and
left his wedges and other tools, and followed his
new mafter.

~ When he had croffed the foreft, he faw a man
in the plain, holding in his hands ribbons, with
which he tied his less, leaving one would think
or imagine, fcarce liberty encugh to walk. Com-
rade ftopped, and faid to his mafter, ¢This isan
¢ other gifted man; youwill have occafion for him,
¢ therefore take him along with you.,” At that
the fortunate knight advanced towards him with
his natural gracefulngfs, and afked him why he
tied his legs fo; ¢O, (anfwered he) I am pre-
¢ pairing for a hunt.” ¢How (faid the knight,
¢ {fmiling) do you pretend to run beft when you are
¢ fettered ?* ¢ No, Sir (replied he) 1 donot pre-
¢ tend to run fo faft, but that is not my intention;
¢ there are mneither ftags nor hares, but what I
¢ out-run when my legs are at liberty; fo that by
¢ always out-going them they efcape, and I fel-
¢ dom catch them. ¢ You feem to me a very ex-
¢ traordinay man (faid the knight) what is your
¢ name? Lightfoot (replied he) and I am very
¢ well known in this country.” ¢ If you would fee
¢ another (added our hero) I fhould be glad you
¢« would go with me; 1 will ufe you very kindly.’
Which offer, Lightfoot, as he lived but indifferent-
ly, accepted of with thanks, and followed the for-
tunate knight.

The next day he met with aman by a marfh
fide, binding his eyes. The horfe faid to his
mafler, “1 would advife you, Sir, to take this

B 6 o fmam
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 man inte your Service.’. Fortunio afked him
what made him bind his eyes; to which he an-
{wered, that he faw too clearly; that he could fee
game above four leagues; and that he never {hot
but he killed always more than he defired; that
he was forced to bind his eyes, left he thould de-
ftroy all the partridges, pheafants, &c. in the
eountry. ¢ You are a notable man (replied For-
tunio) what is your name? ¢ They call me the
Mark{man, (anfwered he) and I would not leave
¢ off that employ for any thing in the world.’
¢ However (faid the knight) 1 have a great deflire
¢ to propofe to you to travel along with me; it
¢ fhall not hinder you from exercifing your talent.’
The Markfman raifed fome objedtions, and the
knight found it harder to get hisconfent than any
of thereft: for thefe fort of people are generally
great lovers of liberty: However he brought it
about and they all left the mar(h together.

After fome days journey they came by a long
meadow, where they faw a man laid all on one
fide upon the ground. ¢ Mafler (faid Comrade)
¢ this is a gifted man, who will, I forefee, be very.
¢ neceffary to you.’ Fortunio went into the meg.
dow, and defired to know what he was doing. ‘L
¢ want fome fimples (anfwered he) and I am lift-
* ening to the grafs that is groiving, to know if
¢ there are any fuch as I want coming up.” ¢ What
* faid the knight) is your ear {o quick as to hear.
* the grafs grow, and know what will come up ?’
* Yes, (replied he) and for that reafon I am called
* Fine-Ear. ¢ Well, Fine-Ear (faid Fortunio) have
¢ you an inclination tofollow me? 1 will give you-
*.good wages ;. you fhall have no reafon to comv-
‘ plain.’  This propofal was fo agreeable to him,.
he without any manner of hefitation added himfelf
to increafe their number.

The knight purfuing his trayels, faw by a great

Road

0
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Road fide a man whofe cheeks were fo blown up;
that he reprefented the piGture of Eolus; He was
ftanding with his face towards a high hill, about
two leagues off, on which there ftood fifty or fixty
windmills. ~ The horfe faid ta his mafter, ¢There
¢ is another of our gifted men; do what you can
¢ to takehim along with you.” Fortunio, who was
as engaging in his perfon as {peech, accofted him,
atked him, what he was doing there. I amx
¢ blowing a little, Sir, (anfwered he) to fet thofe
¢ mills at work.” You feem too far off ({aid the
¢ knight) ¢ On the contrary (replied the blower)
¢ I am too nigh; if I did not hold in my breath,.
¢ I fhould overturn the mills, and perhaps the
¢ hill itfelf; fo that by this means I often do a
¢ great deal of mifchief againft my will. I will
¢ tell you, Sir, I was once in love, and very ill
‘ ufed by my miftrefs, and as I fighed in the
¢ woods, my fighs tore up trees by their roots,
¢ and made fuch a havock, that in this country
¢ they call me the Boifterer.” ¢If you are trouble-
¢ fome to them (faid Fortunio) go along with me ;
¢ here are thofe that will bear  vou company, who
¢ have each of them extraordinary talents., I
“ have a natural curiofity (replied the Boifterer)
¢-and on that condition accept of your offer.’
Every thing fucceeding thus to Fortunio’s de-
fire, he left tIns place, and after croffing a thick
inclofed country, faw a large lakeinto which feve-
ral {prings difcharged their waters; and by its
fide a man who looked very earneftly at him.
¢ Sir (faid Comrade to his mafter) this man is
“wanting to compleat your equipage; it would be
“well if you could engage him to follow you.’
The knight went to lnm apd faid, ¢ Pray, friend,
¢ what are you doing there?’ ¢ You fhall fee, Sir,
¢ (anfwered the man) as foon as this lake is full,
¢ I will drink it up at one draught; for I am vely

¢ dry
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¢ dry, though I have emptied ‘it twice already.*
Accordingly he ftooped down, and left fcarce
enough for the leaft fith to {wim in. Fortunio
and his troop were all very much furprifed,
¢ What, (faid he) are you always thus thirfty ?*
¢ No, (faid the water-drinker) only after eating
¢ falt meat, or upon 2 wager. I am known by
¢ the name of Tippler.’ ¢ Come along with me,
¢ Tippler, (faid the knight) and you fhall tipple
¢ wine, which you will like better than this water,”
"This promife carried too great a temptation with
it for Tippler to withftand, who immediately got
up, and followed them.

The knight had got within fight of the place of
randezvous, where they were all to affemble,
when he perceived a man who eat fo greedily, that
though he had fixty thoufand loaves of bread before
him, he feemed refolved not to leave one bit.
Comrade faid to his mafter, ¢Sir, you only want
¢ this man; pray engage him to go with you.’
Upon which the knight made up to him, and
fmiling, faid, ¢Are you refolved to eat up all this
¢ bread at your breakfaft?’ ¢Yes (replied he) and
‘am vexed to fee {o little: Thefe bakers are a
¢ lazy fort of people, who care not if one was
¢ ftarved.” ¢ If you eat as much every day (added
¢ Fortunio) you are able to caufe a famine in the
¢ country of the world.” O! Sir, (replied Grugeon,
which was his name, and which {ignifies a great
eater) ‘I fhould be forry to have fo great a
¢ ftomach, fince neither what 1 could get myfelf,
¢ nor what 1wy neighbours had, would fatisfy me:
¢ indeed, fometimes I am glad to regale myfelf
¢ after this manner.” ¢ Well, Grugeon (faid the
¢ knight) it you will follow me, you fhall not want
¢ for good cheer, nor repent your chufing me for
¢ your mafter.” Comrade, whofe fenfe and fore-
“{ipht were of great ferviee to our knight, told

' him,
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him, it would be proper that he forbid his attend-
ants from bofting of their extraordinary gifts;
which he failed not to do, and each of them fwore
they would punétually obey hiscommands. Soon
after the knight, whofe beauty and good mien far
exceeded the richnefs of his habit, entered the
eapital city, mounted on his excellent horfe, and
followed by his feven attendants, for whom he pro-
vided rich liveries, laced with gold, and good
horfes; and going to the beft inn, ftayed there til}
the day appointed for the review; all which time
he was the {ubject of the difcourfe of the whole
city, infomuch that the king hearing of him, had
a great defire to fee him.

The troop affembled on a large plain, the king
and his {ifter, the queen Dowager, came to review
them. She abated in no wife her pomp and flate,
nothwithftanding the troubles of the kingdom;
but dazzled Fortunio’s eyes with the riches with
which fhe was adorned; whofe beauty had the
fame effect upon that noble train, as her magnj-
ficence had on him. Every body enquired who that
handfome young knight was; and the king him-
felf, as he pafled by, made a fign for him to come
to him. Fortunio alighted from off his horfe, to:
make the king a low bow, but at the {ame time.
could not forbear blulhing, {feeing him look fo.
carneltly at him, which gave a great lufture to his:
compiexion. ¢ I fhould be glad (faid the king)
¢ 'to know who ycu are, and your name; Sir, (an~-
¢ {wered he) I am called Fortunio, though I have
¢ no reafon to bear that name, fince my father is
¢ an old count that lives on the frontiers; who,
¢ though he is a man of birth, has no eftate.’
¢ Though fortune may have proved unkind hither=
® to, anfwered the king) fhe has made amends,
¢ by bringing you hither.” I have a particular af-
¢ fection for you, and remember that your father

did
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¢ did mine fome fignal fervices, which I will re-
¢ compence in you.” ¢ Itis juft you fhould (faid
the Queen Dowager, who had not yet opened her
lips: ¢ And as[am older than you, brother, I re-
¢ member more particularly than you do, what'
¢ great things the old count performed in the fer-:
¢ vice of his country; therefore I defire I may"
¢ have the care of the preferment of this young’
¢ knight.’

Fortunio, overjoyed at this reception, could not
thank the king and queen enough, and durft not-
enlarge too much on the fentiments of his ac--
knowledgment, thinking it more refpectful to hold
his tongue, than to fpeak too much, though what:
he did fay was fo proper and well adapted, that
every one commended him. Afterwards he mount--
ed his horfe again, and'mixed among the Lords:
and gentlemen who attended on the king; when:
the Queen calling him often afked him queftions,
and turning herfelf towards Florida, who was her
confident,. faid toher foftly, ¢ What do you think:
¢-of this young {park ? can there be a more noble
¢ air,. and more regular features? I muft confefs,
‘ I never in my life faw any thing more lovely.”
Elorida’s fentiments differed not from har mif--
trefs’s; fhe praifed him even to exaggeration,:
Our knight could not forbear cafting his eyes often -
on the king, who wasnot only a handfome prince, .
but in all-his ways was engaging; and our temale -
warrior,. though fhe had changed her habit, had"
not renounced her fex,. but was fenfible of his-
merit. The king told Fortunio after the review,
that he wasafraid the war-would be very bloody,
therefore he was refolved always to keep him nigh*
his own perfon. The Queen Dowager, who was -
thenby, faid, fhe was jufk thinking that he ought
not to. be expofed to the dangers of ‘a long cam- -
paign, and that as the place of a fteward of her-

houthold
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houfthold was vacant, fhe would give it to him.
¢ No, (faid the king) I will make him mafter of
¢ the horfe to myfelf.” Thus they difputed who
thould prefer Fortunio; when the queen, fearing
left fhe fhould too much betray the fecret emotlons
of her heart, yielded to the king.

There was never a day out Fortunio called for
his turkey-leather trunk, and took a new drefs;
by which means he appeared more inagnificens
than all the princes of the court; infomuch that
the queen afked him often how his father could
afford to be at {o vaft an expence? Sometimes fhe
banternd him, and faid, * Come, confefs, truly

¢'you have a miftre{s, who fupports you in all this
¢ finery.,” Upon which Fortunio would bluth, and
excule himftelf the belt he could. He acqumed
him{elf admirably well in his poft, and his heart,
which was fenfible of a tendernefs for the king,
attached him more to his perfon than he wifhed to
be. ¢ What is my fate, (faid our knight) I love
¢ a great and powerful king, withoutany hopes of -
¢ the like return, or that he fhould have any re-
¢ gard for the pains I endure?’ The king loaded
him with his favours; he thought ncthing well
done, but what was done by the handfome kmght,
and the queen, deceived by his habit, thought
ferioufly of marrying him; but the inequality of
their birth was the only obftacle that ftocd in her
way. Neither was fhe the only perfon that was
taken with the beautiful Fortunio, all the fine la-
dies of ‘the court fighed for him. He was con-~
tinually peftered with tender letters, appointments
for rendezvoufes, prefents, and a thoufand other
gallantries: which he anfwered with all imagina-
ble indifference, which made them fufpec’t he had
left a miftrefs behind him in his own country.
At all tournaments he won the prize, and in

hunting
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hunting or any ether fport, killed more game
than all the company befides, and danced at al}
balls more gracefully than all the courtiers; in
fhort, he charmed all who {aw or heard him,

The queen, that the mightnot be obliged to de-
clare her fentiments to him herfelf, charged Flori-
da, to let him underftand, that fuch marks” of
bounty from a young queen ought not to be {o
carelefsly veceived. Florida, who had not been able
to avoid the fate of mioft that had feen this knight,
was very much embarrafled with this cornmifion 3
he appeared too lovely in her eyes, {or her to think
of preferring her miftrefs’s interelt before her own -
infomuch that whenever the queen gave her an
opportunity of difcourfing with him, inftead of
{peaking of the beanty and great qualifications of
that princefs, the told him how ill-humoured {he
was, how much her woman endnred with her;
how unjuft fhe was, and the ill ufe fhe made of
the great power fhe had ufurped; and at laft, com-
paring fentiments, faid, ¢ Though I was not born
¢ to be a queen, I ought to have been one, fince I
¢ have a great and generous foul, that induces me
¢ to do good to every body. O! (continued {he)
*was I in that high ftation, how happy would I
¢ make the charming Fortunio! he fhould love me
* out of gratitude, if he could not love me through
¢ inclination,’

The young knight was entirely at a lofs, and
knew not what anfwer to make, but ever after
earefully avoided having any private difcourfe with
her; while the impatient queen never failed to afk
Florida how far fhe had wrought on Fortunio, who
faid to her, ¢ He is, Madam, {o timorous, that he
¢ will not believe any thing that I tell him favoura-
bly from you, or pretends not to believe it, be-
¢ caufe he is engaged in fome other paffion. 1
¢ believe fo too, faid the alarmed queen) but is

it



The Story of ForTunto, 18

# it poffible his love fhould hold out againft his
¢ arubition?’ ¢ And can you, Madam (replied
¢ Florida) bear the thoughts of owning his heart to
¢ your crown? ought a princefs fo. young and
¢ beautiful as you are, to have recourfe to a dia-
¢ dem? ¢ Yes, to every thing, (cried the queen)
¢ when it is to fubdue a rebellious heart,” By this
Florida knew very well that it was impoflible to
cure her mifirefs of her paffion. The queen
waited every day for {ome happy effect from the
cares of her confident; butthe fmall progrefs the
“made on Fortunio obliged her to find out other
ways to difcourfe with him. As the knew that he
went early every morning into a little wood, inta
which the windows of her apartment looked ; the
arofe with the morning, and looking out fhe per-
ceived him walking in a carelefs melancholy air,
and calling Florida, faid to her, ¢ What you told
¢ me appears but too true; F ortunio, without difs
¢ pute, is in love with fome lady, either in this
¢ court, or in his own country: Obfetve but the
¢ {fadnefs which hangson his face.” ¢ I have taken
¢ notice of it in all the coverfation I had with him
& (replied Florida) therefore, Madam, it would be
¢ well if you could forget him,” ¢It is now too
¢ late, (cried the queen, fetching a deep figh) but
4 if he goes into that green arbour, we will go to
¢ him,” Florida durft in no wife offer to oppofe
the queen, though fhe had a great defire to it;
for fhe was cruelly afraid fhe fhould be loved by
Fortunio, knowing a rival of her rank to be always
dangerous. When the queen came within fome
{mall diftance of the arbour, fhe heard the knight,
whofe voice was very agreeable, fing thefe words:

In vain, foft eafe, the love-tofs'd heart purfues.
Ev'n in poffeffion of the long fought joy,
“753
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We rob the bounteous God of half his dues,
-And future fears the prefent blifs deftroy,

Fortunio made thefe lines, with relation to the
fentiment wherewith the young king had infpired
her, the favours fhe had received from that prince,
and the apprehenfions the was under, left fhe
thould be known, and be forced to leave a court,
which fhe chofe to live in fooner than any other
place in the world. The queen who ftopped to
hear her, was in cruel uneafinefs: ¢ What am 1,
¢ going to attempt ? (faid fhe foftly to Florida)
¢ this young ingrate defpifes the honour of pleaf-
‘ing me, thinks himfelf happy, feems content
* with his conqueft, and facrifices me to another.’
¢ He is now at that age (anfwered Florida) when
¢ reafon has not fully efablifhed itfelf. If Idurfl
¢ give your majefty advice, it fhould be to for-
‘get him, fince he knows not how to value his
‘ good fortune.” The queen, who would have
been better pleafed that her confident had {poke
after another manner, calt an angry eye upon
her, and advancing forwards, went directly into
the arbour where the knight was and pretended to
be furprifed to find him there, and to be vexed he
fhould fee her in a difhabille, though at the fame
time fhe had negle@ted nothing that was rich and
gallant. As foon as he faw her, he was fur re-
tiring, out of refpe@ ; but fhe bid him ftay, that
The ‘might lean on him back again. ‘I was this
¢ morning (faid fhe) agreeably awakened by the
¢ warblings of the birds, and the frefhnefs of the
“ air invited me to come nigher to them. Alas!
¢ how happy are they! they know nought but
¢ pleafures, they know no troubles.” ¢TI am of
¢ opinion, Madam (replied Fortunio) that they
¢ are not abfolutely exempt from troubles and
¢ difquiets; they are always in danger - of the

¢ murdering
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* murdering thot and fnares of {portfmen, befides
¢ that of the birds of prey, which make 2 cruel
¢ war upon them; and then again, when a hard
¢ and fevere winter congeals the earth, and co-
¢ yers it with fnow, they die for want of food,
¢ and are every year put to the trouble of {eeking
¢ out a new miftrefs.” ¢ Do you think it then a
¢ trouble ? (faid the queen fmiling) there are
men who do it every month. ¢ What (con-
tinued fhe) you feem furprifed, asif your heart
was not of this ftamp, and that you have not
hitherto been given to change.” I cannot yet
tell, Madam, (faid he) what I may be capable of,
Gnce 1 was never fenfible of love; but I dare
believe, if I fhould be, my paffion would be laft-
ing. You have never been in love! (cried the
queen, looking fo earneft at him, that the poor
knight blufhed) you have not been in love? O
Fortunio! how can you tell a queen fo, who
reads, in your face and eyes, the paffion that
poffeffes your heart, and which your own words,
which you fung to a new fathioned tune, have
informed me of. Indeed,”Madam (anfwered the
knight) the lines were made, but I made them
without any particular defign; for mycom pani-
ons and acquaintances engage me to make drink-
ing catches, (though 1 drink naught but water)
and tender paffionate fongs; fo that I fing both
love and bacchus, though I am neither a lover

nor a drinker.’
The queen liftened to him with that concern,
that fhe could hardly contain herfelf. What he
faid, rekindled in her heart the hope Florida
would have banifhed: ¢IfI could think you {incere,
¢ (faid fhe) I fhould have reafon to be farprifed,
¢ that you have not found in this court a lady
¢ amiable enough to fix your choice.’ ¢ Madam
¢ (replied Fortunia) I have fo much to do in the
: s office
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- S office Iam in, I haveno time to throw away im
¢ fighing.’ ¢ Then you love nothing 7" (added
¢ fhe with eagernefs. No, Madam (faid he) I
¢ have not a heart of fo gallant a chara®er; I
¢ am a kind of mifanthrapift, that loves my li-
¢ berty, and would not lofe it for all the world.”

- The queen fat herfelf down, and fixing her eyes
moft obligingly on him, replied, ¢ There are fome

* chains {o eafy and glorious to bear, that if for-
* tune has aeftined any fuch for you, I would ad-
* vife you to renounce your liberty.” In this difs
courfe her eyes explained her thoughts but too in-
telligibly for our knight, whofe fufpicions were
too great before not to be confirmed in them ; and
fearing left the converfation fhould go too far, he
pulled out a watch, and fetting the hand forward,
faid, ¢ I beg of your majelty to give me leave to
‘ go to the palace, it is the king’s time of rifing,
¢ and he ordered me to be at hig levee. Go, in-
¢ different youth (faid fhe) fetching a deep figh)
* you are in the right to pay court to my brother :
¢ but remember it would not be amifs to let me
¢ have fome fhare of your devoirs.” The queen
followed him with her eyes; then lowering them,
and refle®ing on what had paffed, bluthed with
thame and rage; and what troubled her moft,
was, Florida's being a witnefs, and the joyful air
that appeared all over her countenance, which was

-as much as to fay, fhe had better have taken her

advice, than fpoke to Fortunio,

Florida acted her part very well with the queen,
and comforted her the beft fhe could, giving her
fome flattering hopes, of which at that time fhe
ftood in great need. ¢ Fortunio, Madam, (faid
‘dhe) thinks himfelf fo much beneath you, that
¢ perhaps he did not underftand what you meant,
¢ and I think he has affured you he loves 110 perfon.’
Asitis natural for us to flatter ourfelves, the queen
RS tecovered
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yecovered fomewhat out of her fears, not dreaming
in the leaft that the malicious Florida was engaging
her to declare herfelf more plainly, thathe might
offead her the more by the indifference of his an-
fwers. The knight, for his part, was in the ut-
moft confufion, the fituation he was in {eemed
cruel, and he would have made no difficulty to
have left the court, had not the fatal firoke,
wherewith the little god had wounded his heart,
detained him in fpite of himfelf. He never came
near the queen but on drawing room nights, and
then with the king; and as foon as fhe perceived
this new change in his behaviour, fhe gave him
often the moft favourable opportunities to make
his court to her, which he as often neglected;
when one day, as the was going down fome fteps
"~ into the gardens, fhe faw him croffing a large
alley, and making towards the woods. Upon
which, calling to him, he, left the thould be dif-
pleafed, came to her and pretended that he did not
fee her. ¢ You remember, knight (faid fhe) the
¢ converfation we had feme time fince in the
¢ green arbour,’ ‘I am not, Madam, (anfwered
¢ he) capable of forgetting that honour.” ¢ Then,
¢ without doubt, (faid fhe) the queftions I put to
¢ you were not very pleafing; for fince that day,
¢ you would not let it be in my power to alk you
¢ any more. ¢ As chance alone, (anfwered he)
¢ procured me that favour, I thought it would be
¢ too great boldnefs to pretend to any other.” ‘Say
¢ rather ungrateful man (continued fhe blufhing) -
¢ you have avoided my prefence: You know my
¢ {fentiments but too well.” Fortunio, through mo-
defty and confufion, lowered his eyes, and as he
did not make a quick reply, ¢ You are very much
¢ confounded (faid fhe) go, feek not for an anfwer,
¢ I underftand you better than I would.’ She had,
perhaps, faid a great deal more, but that fhe per-
ceived
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ceived the king coming that way; whereupon fhe
made towards him, feeing him penfive and me-
lancholy, conjured him to tell her the reafon,
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You know, (faid the king) that I have received
advice this month of a dragon of a prodigious
fize, that ravages the whole country. I thought
he might be killed, and to that end gave necef-
fary orders; but all that has beep tried has
proved in vain. He devours my f{ubjects and
their flocks, and all that comes nigh him; he
poifons all the rivers and lakes he drinks at, and
wherever he lies, withers all the grafs and herbs
about him.’

While the king was making this complaint, the

enraged queen was thinking how fhe might facri-
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ce the knight to her refentment. ¢1I am not un-

acquainted with the ill news you have received ;
Fortunio, whom you faw with me, informed me
thereof ; but, brotker, you will be furprifed at
what I have to tell you; he has begged of me,
with the greateft importunity, to afk your leave
to let him go to fight this terrible dragon; in-
deed he has a wonderful addrefs, and handles hig
arms {o well, that I am not fo much amazed at
his prefuming fo much of himfelf; befides, he
has told me he has a fecret, by which he can lay
the moft wakeful dragon afleep: but that muft
not be mentioned, becaufe it thews not fo much
courage in the adtion.” ¢ Be it how it will, (re-
plied the king) it will be glorious for him, and
of great {ervice to us, if he fhould fucceed ; but
Iam afraid this proceeds from an indifcreet
zeal, and that it fhould coft him his life.’ ¢ No,
brother (added the queen) fear not, he has told
me very furprifing things on this fubje®. You
know he is naturally very fevere; and befides,
what honour can he hope to gain by throwing
away his life rathly? In fhort, (continued {he)

4 oF
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¢ I have promifed to obtain for him what he fo
¢ earneftly defires, and if you refufe him, you will
¢ break his heart.” ¢ I confent (faid the king) yet
¢ I muft own, not very freely : however, let us call
¢ him.” And thereupon making a fign for him te
--.come to him, faid to him in an obliging manner,
¢ I underftand by the queen, you have a great de-
¢ fire to fight the dragon, that preys fo much om
¢ our country; whichis {o bold a refolution, that
Sl can {carcely believe you know the danger you
¢ run.” ¢ I have reprefented that aheady to him
¢ (anfwered the queen) but his zeal for your fer-
¢ vice, and his defire to fignalize himfelf, are fs
¢ great, that nothing can diffuade him from: it;
¢ and therefore I forfee fome happy fuccefs will
¢ attend him.,

Fortunio was very mud furprifed to hear the
king and queen talk after this manner, and had
too much fenfe not to penctrate into the ill de-
figns of that princefs; but his {weetnefs of tem-
per would not fuffer him to explain himfelf. So,
without returning any aufwex, he let her talk on,
while he made low bows ; which the king took for
{o 1nany new entreaties to grant what he o much
defired, ¢ Go (faid the king, fighing) go where
¢ honour calls; I know you do every thing fo well,
¢and in partieular have {o much courage and
¢ conduct, that this monfter will not be '1blc to ef-
¢ cape your arms.” ¢ Sir, (anfwered the knight)
¢ however fortune decides the fight, I {hall be {a-
¢ tisfied; fince I fhall either deliver you from a
¢ terrible {courge, or die in your fervice: But
¢ honour me with one favour, which will be in-
finitely dearto me. Afk what you would have,
¢ (faid the king) ¢ Then let me be fo bold (con-
¢ tinued he) as to beg your picture.” The king
was mightily pleafed, that he thould think of his
picture at a time when his thoughts might have

C beem

-
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‘been employed on fomany other important things,
and the queen was chagrined anew, that he had
not made the fame requeft to her. The king re-
turned to his palace, and the queen to hers, and
‘Fortunio, who was not a little embarra{fed on his
-word which he had given, went to his horfe:
¢ Comrade (faid he) I have firange news to tell
“yous ‘I know it, Sir, already,’ (replied the
horfe) ¢ What thall we then do?’ (added Fortunio)
¢ We mult go as foon as poffible (anfwered the
¢ horfe) get the king's commiffion, whereby he
¢ orders you to fight the dragon, and afterwards
¢ we will do our duty.” Thefe words were very
comfortable to our young knight, who failed not
to wdit on the king early the next morning in a
campaining habit, as handfome and gallant as
any of his others.

As foon as the king faw him, he cried out,
¢ What, are you ready to go? ‘Yes, Sir, (replied
¢ he) one cannot make too much hafte to execute
¢ your commands; therefore I am come to take my
¢ leave of you.” The king could not but relent,
{eeing o young, fo beautiful, and fo accomplithed
a knight, then guing to expofe himfelf to the great-
elt danger man could ever undergo; he embraced
him, and gave him his picture fet in diamonds,
which Fortunio received with extraordinary joy ;
for the king’s great qualities had fuch an effec®
upon him, that he could not think any {o lovely as
him; and if he had any reludtancy to go, it pro-
ceeded more from being deprived of his prefence,
than his fear of being devoured by the dragon.
The king would have a general order included in
Fortunio’s commiffion, for all his fubje&s to aid
" and affift him, whenever he fhould ftand in need,
Afterwards he took his leave of the king, and that
nothing might be remarked in his behaviour, went
alfo to ghe queen, who was fet at her toilet, fur-

rounded
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rounded by a great number of ladies. She
changed colour, as foon as ever fhe faw him, {o
much had the to reproach herfelf withal ; hefaluted
her refpe&iully, and afked her if the would honor
him with her commands, fince he was juft then
going. Thele lat words put her into the utmoft
confternation, while Florida, who knew not what
the Queen had plotted againft the Knight, re-
mained like one thunder-firuck, and would wil-
lingly have had fome private difcourfe with him,
but that he avoided it as much as poffible: ¢ [ be-
¢ {eech Heaven ({aid the Queen) that you may con-

¢ quer, and return in triumph.” ¢ Madam re-

¢ plied the Knight, your Majefty honors me too
¢ much, and I am fenfible, knows very well the -
¢ danger to which 1 thall be expofed ; yet I havea

¢ great deal of confidence, and perhaps am the
‘only perfon that entertains any hopes on
¢ this occafion.” The Queen urderftood very well
what he meant, and, withoutdifpute, had return-
ed him fome anfwer to this reproach, had there
not been fo many witnefies prefent.

The Knight afterwards weut away, and erdered
his feven notable domeftics to take hoife, and fol-
low him, becaufe the time was then come to miake
proof of what they could do. They all expreffed
their joy to ferve him; and got every thing done
in lefs than an hour's time, and went alonw with
him, afluring him, that they would negleé no-
thing they could do to ferve him; and when they
were out in the country, fhewed their addrefs.
Trinquet drank up the lakes and ponds, and catch-
ed delicate fith for his mafter's dinner: Light-
foot hunted down venifon, and catched hares by
the ears; and for the good Markiman, he nei-

ther gave partridge nor pheafant any qu’ntel

and whatever game they killed, Strongback carried

it. By this means Fortunio had no occafion to
(B0 draw
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draw his purfe-frings all his journey, and might.
have had very good diverfion, if his thoughts had
been lefs employed on thofe he left behind him.
The king's merit was always in his mind, and
the queen’s malice appeared fo great, that he

could not but deteft her. Thus he travelled all the
way very thoughtful, till he was roufed from his
mufings by the fhricks of poor peafants half de-

voured by the dragon.  Some, that had elcaped,

he faw flying as falt as they could, who would not

ftop nor ftay, which obliged him to ride after them

togetintelligence. After he had talked with them,

and learnt that the dragon was not far off, he afked

them how they fecured themfelves from him., To

which they anfwered, ¢ That as water was very

fcarce in that country, that they had none but

what they preferved when it rained in ponds; at
which the dragon, when he went his rounds

came to drink, making a terrible noife and

¢ roaring, which might be heard a league off;

¢ that then every body hid them{elves, and fhut

¢ their doors and windows.’ ‘

The knight went into an inn, not fo much to
reft himfelf, as to advife with his horfe : When
every one was retired and gone to reft, he went
into the ftable, and {aid, ¢ Comrade, how fhall we
¢ conquer this dragon ?” To which the horfe re-
plied, ¢Sir, I will dream to night, and give you
¢ an account in the morning,’ Accordingly next
morning, when he came again, hefaid, ¢ Let Fine
¢ Ear liften whether the dragon is nigh at hand, or
¢ not.’ Fine Ear laid himfelf cn the ground, and
heard the dragon about feven leagues off, ‘When
the horfe was informed of this, he faid to Fortunio,
¢ Bid Trinquet go and drink up all the water out
‘of a large pond, and Strongback carry wine
‘ enough tofiilit; then let there be dried Kai-
* fins prepared, and {alted meats fet by it: After-

wards
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¢ wards order all the inhabitants to keep their
* houfes, and likewife do you and your attendants
¢ the fame ; the dragon will not fail to go eat and
¢ drink, he will like the wine, and you- will fee
¢ what will happen.” Nofooner had the horfe thus
appointed what was to be done, but every one did
what he was ordered: The knight went toa houfe,
whence he might fee the pond; and was no {ooner
withing the doors but the dragon came and drank a
little: afterwards he eat fome of that repaft pre-
pared for him;‘and then drank fo much, that he
was quite drunk, infomuch that he could not ftir.
He was laid on one fide, with his head hanging
down, and his eyes thut. When Fortunio faw him
in this condition, he thought proper to lofc na
time, but went out with his {word in his hand, and
attacked him.  The dragon finding himfelf
wounded on all fides, would have got up, and fal-
len upon the knight ; but had not {trength, he had
loft fo much blood. The knight, overjoyed that he
had reduced him to this extremity, called his
attendants to bind this monfter, that the king
might have the honor and pleafure of putting an
end to his life, and that being fo bound, he might

be carried without danger, to tae capltal city.
Fortunio marched at the head of his little troop,
and when he was within fome few hours march of
the palace, he fent Lightfoot to acquaint the king
with the gcod news of his fuccefs; which feemed
almoft inciedible, till the monfter appeared bound
falt upon a machine fit for that purpofe. ‘The king
went to Fortunio, embraced him, and {aid, ¢ The
¢ Gods have referved this victory for you. famnot
¢ fenfible of half fo much joy to fee this monfter
4 in this condition, as to fee my dear knight
¢ again,’ ¢ Sir (replied he) your Majefty yourlelf
¢ may give the lait blow, I brought him hither on
¢ purpofe that he might receive- it at your hand.»
€3 At
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At that the king drew his fword, and killed this
his moft cruel enemy, while all the people gave
fhouts and acclamations of joy at fuccels little
expected. Florida, who during his abfence, had
not enjoyed many quiet hours, was not long
before the was informed of her charming knight’s
return, and ran to tell the queen ; who was fo much
Jurprifed and confounded through love and hatred,
that fhe could return no anfwer to what her favoue
rite told her, but reproached herfelf a thoufand
times for the ill turn fhe had played him; but
then again would have been better pleafed to have
heard of his death, than to fee him fo indifferent :
infomuch that the knew not whether fhe fhould be
vexed or pleafed at his return to court, where his
prefence might difturb her repofe. The king,
impatient to tell her the happy fuccefs of fo extra~
ordinary an adventure, went into her charnber,
Ieaning on theknight, ¢ Here is the man (faid he)
¢ that hasvanquifhed the dragon, and has done me
¢ the greateft {ervice I could defire from the moft
¢ faithful fubjed, It was to you, Madam, that he
¢ firft fpoke of his defire to fight that monfiter, and
* I hope you will refpe&t him for the danger to
# which he expofed himfelf.” The queen com-
pofing her countenance, honoured Fortunio with
a gracious reception, and a thoufand praifes found
him much more lovely than when he went away.
and gave him to underftand how much her heart

was wounded, by looking fo earneftly at him,
But not fatisfied with explaining her fentiments
by her eyes, one day as fhe was hunting with
the king, fhe pretended to be out of order, that
{he could not follow the dogs: and turning herfelf
towards the young knight, who was juft by her,
faid to him, ¢ You will do me the pleafure to ftay
¢ with me, for I have a mind to alight, and reft
¢ mylelf a little.’ Then bidding thofe who attended
Q
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on her to go forwards, fhe and Fortunio alighteds
and fat down by a brook-fide, where {he remained
fome time in a profound filence, thinking on
what fhe thould fay. Afterwards lifting up her
eyes, and fixing them on the knight, fhe faid,
¢ ‘Asgood intentionsdn notalways {hew themfelves,
¢« T am afraid you have not penetrated into the mo-
¢ tives that engaged me to prefs the king to fend
¢ you to fight the dragon. I was affured by a
¢ fore-knowledge, that never deceives me, that
¢ you would behave your{elf with bravery, of which
your enemies fpoke very indifferently, becaufe
¢ you went not to the army, that you lay under a
¢ neceffity of performing fome {fuch an illuftrious
¢ a&ion as this to ftop their mouths. 1 fhould
¢ have acquaintved you (continued fhe) with what
¢ they faid on this fubject, or ought to have done
¢ it, but that I was perfuaded your. refentment
¢ would be attended with fome fatal confequences,
¢ and that it would be better to filence your ene-
¢ mies by your intrepidity in danger, than by an
¢ authority that would fhew more of the favourite

¢ than the foldier.” ¢ The diftance between us 15
¢ {o:great, Madam (replied he modetly) that [ am
¢ not worthy of this explanation, nor the cdre you
¢ took to hazard my life for the fake of my ho-
¢ nour. Heaven has proteéted me more than my
¢ enemies withed for, and I fhall efteem myfelf
¢ always happy to venture for the king, and your
¢ fervice, a life which is more indifferent to me
¢ than fome people imagine.’

" This refpectful reproach embarrailed the queen,.
who underftood very well what he meant; but the
thought him too amiable to exafperate him by too
feverea reply. On the contrary, {he pretended to
be of his opinion; and told him again, how glori-
oufly he had flain the dragon. Fortunio had been,
fo cautious, to let no perfon know that it was ow=

C 4 ing
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rage. - In the mean time the queen, who thought
not {o much on what he was telling her, interrupted
him, to afk him if he was fatisfied how much fhe
was interefted in his fafety;  and’ that converfa.
tion had been carried farther, but he faid, ¢ Ma-
* dam, the king is coming this way, I hear the
“ horn; and will not your Majefty be pleafed to
* mount again ¥ ¢ Ng (faid the, with an air of
‘rage) it is enough that you go.’ ¢ The king,
¢ Madam (replied he) will blame me for leaving
‘ you alone, in a place expofed to fo many dan-
“Hoerslt 4] difpenfe with this your care (added fhe
* in a haughty tone) Go, your prefence is trouble.
" lome.” At that the knight made a low bow,
mounted his horfe, and rid out of fight, very much
concerned at the confequences that might attend
this new refentment, Upon this he confulted hig
horfe: ¢ Te] me, Comrade (faid he) whether this
* love-fick paffionate queen will find out another
¢ monfter for me?’ ¢ No other befide her{elf(replied
* the horfe) but fhe is ftill more dangerous than
¢ the dragon you have killed, and will exercife
¢ both your patience and virtue {ufficiently. « Will
¢ the make me lofe the king’s favour (faid he)
¢ for that is all I am afraid of.’ “I cannot tell
¢ you what will happen in relation to that (faid
¢ Comrade) it is enough that I am alwaysupon the
¢ watch.” There was no more faid then, becaufe
the king appeared, and Fortunio went to him, and
told him the queen was indifpefed, and had of-
dered him to ftay with her. 7] think (faid the
¢ king fmiling) you are very much in her favor,
¢ and declare your mind more freely to her than to
¢ me: I have not yet forgot your requeft, to pro-
¢ cure you leave to fight the dragon.” ¢ Sir, (an-

{wered
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¢ fwered the knight) I dare not pretend to clear
« myfelf from what you alledge againft me: But I
¢ can affure your Majefty, I look upon your favor

¢ and the queen’s witha great deal of difference;
¢ and was a fubject allowed to make his fovereign
¢ his confidant, I fhould do myfelf an infinite
¢ pleafure to declare to you the fentiments of my
¢ heart. Here the king interrupted him,to a{k where
he had left the queen, who all the time of their
difcourfe was complaining to Florida of Fortunio’s
indifference. ¢ The fight of him (cried fhe) is
¢ hateful to me; either he or I muft Jcave the
¢ court, for I cannot bear that fuck an ungrateful
¢ wretch fhould fhew me fo much difdain; what
¢ man would not think himfelf happy to pleafe fo
¢ powerful a queen? He is the only perfon whom
¢ the Gods have referved to difturb ‘the repofe of
¢ my life.” Florida was in no wife difpleafed to
fee her miftrefs fo chagrined, but inftead of ap-
peafing her, rather aggravated her, by recalling
to her remembrance a thoufand circumftances,
which fhe perhaps would not have taken notice of :
Which increafed her rage, and made her think on
a new project to ruin the poor knight.

When the king came to her, he exprefled his
concern for her health; to which fhe faid, ¢1I
¢ muft own I was very ill, but one cannot be leng
¢ {o, when Fortunio’s by, he is fo merry, and his
¢ jefts are fo diverting: But youmuft know, (con-
¢ tinued {he) he has defired me to afk another fa-
¢ vour of your Majefty.” He infifts, with the utmofk
¢ confidence, that he fhall fucceed in one of the
¢ moft rafth enterprizes imaginable.” ¢ What,
¢ (cried the king) would he fight with fome new
¢ dragon?” With a great many at once (faid the)
¢ and makes as if he was fure to conquer. I will
¢ tell you; in fhort, he boafts to make the empe-
¢ rorreftore tousallour treafures, and do it with-

€5 put
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‘out an army.” What 3 pity is this (replied the
¢ king) that this poor boy fhould be guilty of {o
* much €xtravagance ¥’ ¢ Hig vi¢tory over the
¢ dragon (added the queen) has puffed him up ;
¢ and what do you hazard, in giving him leave
* to expofe himfelf again for your feryice?” * §
® hazard his life, which is dear to me (replied the
“ king) I thould be very forry to be the occafion
588 his i death,” "o this the queen anf{wered,
that his defire was fo great, that if he was refufed,
he would languith and die away. The king upon
this, looked melancholy, and faid, ‘I cannot ima-
* gine who it is that flls his head with thefe chi-
‘ meras; itis unknown what I endure to fee him
* 1n this condition,’ ¢ Why the matter is (repli-
* ed the queen) he has fought a dragon, and been
* viftorious, perhaps he may fucceed as well in
* this; I have oftena very juft forefight, and my
*mind now tells me, that this undertaking will
‘ not be unfortunate ; Therefore, Brother, op-
* pole not his zeal ‘Let him he called then,
* (faid the king) and his dangers be reprefented
‘tohim.” That is the way to make him defpair,
“ (replied the queen) he will believe you are a-
¢ gainft his going; and I can affure you he is not
* o be detained by any coafideration that regards
% himfelf; for 1 {aid all that can be thought on
* that fubject.” < Well (cried the king) I con-
¢ {fent,” Upon this, the queen was overjoyed, and
ealled Fortunio in: ¢Go, knight (faid the) and
¢ thank the king; he has granted the leave you
* fo much defired, to go to the emperor Matapa,
*and make him, by fair means or force, reftore
¢ our treafures: Make the fame difpatch, as when
¢ you went to fight the dragon.’

"Fortunio at Arft was {urprifed, but was foon fen-
fible that this proceeded trom the queen’s rage;
kowever he felt a fecret pleafure, in being able to

lay
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lay down his life for a prince that was fo dear
t0 him : And without excufing himfelf from fuch
an extraordinary commiffion, krieeled on one
knee, and kiffed the king’s hand, whofe heart- at
that inftant relented. The queenfelt an inward
fhame, to fee with what refpect he behaved him-
felf though fent to meet a certain death. Would
¢ to heaven (faid fhe to herfelf) he had any regard
¢ for me; how nobleit is not to contradict what I
¢ have advanced, but rather to bear the ill turn I
¢ have done him, than complain!” The king faid
little to the knight, but mounted his horfe again ;
and the queen pretended all that time to be il
went into her chaife. Fortunioaccompanied them
to the end of the foreft, and afterwards returned
back to have fome difcourfe with his horfe: ¢ My
¢ faithful Comrade (faid he) ’tis done, 1 mult die,
¢ the queen has compleated that which I never
¢ expected from her” ¢ My lovely mafter (re-
¢ plied the horfe) fright not yourfelf, though I
¢ have not been prefent at what has paffed, I know
¢ all; the embally is not fo terrible as you im-
¢ agine.” ¢ You do not know (continued the
¢ knight) that this emperor is the moft paffionate
of all men; and that if I propofe that he reftore
what he has taken from the king my mafter, he
will return me no other anfwer, than order a
{tone to be tied about my neck, that I may be
thrown into a river. *I am mnot uninformed
¢ of his violence (faid Comrade) But that does not
¢ hinder you from taking your people along with
¢ you, and if we perifh, it {hall be one and all;
¢ but I hope for better fuccefs.’

The knight returned home fomewhat comforted,
where he gave the neceflary orders, and after
wards went to receive his credentials. *Tell the
¢ emperor (faid the king) that I remand back all

my {ubjects he has in flavery, all my {oldiers
6 thas
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¢ that are prifoners, all my horfes and other goods
¢ and treafure.’ ¢ What muft I offer him for al}
* this?’ (faid Fortunio) ¢ Nothing (anfwered the
* king) but my friendthip.” The young ambaf-
fador had no occafion for a great memory to keep
thefe inftru®ions in his mind :  He went without
deeing the queen, at which fhe was VETY angry :
But he had no reafon to regard that; for what
could fhe do more in the height of her rage, than
what fhe had accomplithed in the greateft trani-
ports of friendfhip? And a tendernefs of this
kind was to him the moft formidable thing in the
world, Nay, her confidant, who knew the whole
fecret, was enraged againft her miftrefs, for ftriy-
ing to facrifice the flower of al] knighthood. For-
tunio took whatever was neceffary for his journey
out of his turkey-leather trunk, and was not con-
tent to cloath himfelf magnificently, but his {feven
fervants alfo: and asthey had all excellent horfes,
'and Comrade feemed rather to fly than run, they
arrived foon at the emperor’s capital, which was
BO ways inferior to any city of Europe.

Fortunio was very much furprifed to fee a town
of fuch a large extent. He demanded an audience
of the emperor, and had it granted: But when he
declared the fubje® of his embalfly, though it was
witha grace that gave force to his arguments,
the emperor could not help fmiling. ¢ Were you
¢ at the head of five hundred thoufand men, (faid
¢ he) one might hearken to you; whereas, I am
“ told you have only feven.” * I never undertook,
¥ Sir (faid Fortunio) to compel you by force of
¢ arms, but only by fome remonftrances.’ What-
® ever thofe be (added the emperor) you fhall ne-
* ver bring them to bear, unlefs you will do a
¢ thing that is juft now come into my head, that
* 13, to find aman that can eat for hjs breakfaft as
? much bot bread as ferves this city for a whole

>

day.’
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¢ day.” The knight, at this propofition, feemed
¢ overjoyed, and as he fpoke not prefently, the
emperor burft out into-a laughter. ¢ Sir (faid
¢ Fortunio) I accept of your propofition, and will,
¢ bring to-morrow a man, who fhall not only eat
¢ all the new bread, but alfo the ftale: order it to
¢ be brought out, and you fhall have the pleafure of
¢ {eeing him lick up the very crumbs.” "The em-
¢ peror faid he coniented ; and all the difcourfe of
that day ran upon the folly of this ambaffador.
whom Matapa {wore he would put to death, if he
was not as good as his word. When he returned
back to the houfe where ambaffadors were lodged,
he called Grugeon, and told what had pafied between
him and the emperor. ¢ Never be uneafy mafter
< (faid Grugeon) I will eat till they be tired firfl.”
However, notwithftanding this affurance of Grugi-
on’s, Fortunio could not help being under fome ap-
prehenfions, but forbid him from eating any fup-
per, that he might eat his breakfaft the better.

A balcony was raifed on purpofe for the empe-
ror, and his confort and daughter, to fee this
ficht. - Fortunio came with his little train; and
when he faw {ix great mountains of bread, he turn-
ed pale; which had a quite contrary effedt upon
Grugeon, he being pleafed therewith. The empe-
‘ror laughed and jefted ‘with all his court at the
knight and his Retinue’s extravagant undertaking.
while Grugeon was impatient for the fignal. At
Jaft it was made by the founding of trumpets,
and beat of drum, and Grugeon fell upon one of
the Heaps, and devoured it in lefs than a quarter
of an hour, and after that all the reft. - Never was
greater aftonifhment! every body thought 1t was
a piece of witchcraft, or that their eyes deceived
them; which made them go to the Place where the
bread was piled up to be fatisfied. Fortunio, who
was infinitely well pleafed with his good fuccefs,

weng
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went to the emperor, and afked him if he would be
pleafed to'be fo good as his word, to which the
emperor, enraged to be thus over-reached, replied,
that it was too much to eat without drinking ; there-
fore he, or fome of his train, muft drink all the
water in the aquedtéts and fountains that were in
that! city, and all the wine. in its cellags.. . ¢ Siry
¢ faid Fortunio you would put it out of my power to
¢ obey your commands; however, I will try, if I
“ may flatter myfelf that you will reftore to my
¢ mafler what I have demanded.” ¢ It fha]] be done,
* (faid the emperor) if you fucceed in your Un-
‘ dertaking.” The knight afked the emperor, if
he himfelf would be prefent ; he anfwered, yes, he
would, becaufe fo rare an adtion deferved his cu-
riofity: and getting that inflant into his chariot,
carried him" to a fountain of feven Marble lions,
which vomited up as much water as formed alarge
river. Trinquet made up to the bafon, and with-
-out fo much as ever fetching his breath, drank it
up, and left the fithes in the mud and fand. In
like manner he did by all the aquedudts and ponds
belonging to the city.  After this experiment, the
Emperor never doubted but he would drink the
wine as well. as the water: fo that he, as well ag
the owners, had no inclination to try him: but
Trinquet complained highly of that injuftice, alleg-
ing that he had as much right to the wine as the
water; infomuch that the emperor, that he might
not be thought altogether covetous, confented to his
defires.  After that Fortunio, taking his oppor-
tunity, put him in mind of his promile; which he
being unwilling to perform put him out of humour,
He called his council, and told them how much he
was concerned, that he had promifed this young
ambaffador to return what he had taken from his.
mafter; but withal, he thought the conditions he
agreed on were impradticable : thercfore he affem-

led
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bled them, ‘to know how he might avoid what was {o
much againft his intereft and inclination. The
princefs his daughter, who was a very beautiful
princefs, having heard how much he was embarraf~
{ed, came to him, and faid, ¢ Sir, as you know that
¢ none that ever ran with me, could ever boaft of
¢ the victory, if you think proper I will contend
¢ with him, and if he reaches firt the Goal, you
¢ promife not to elude the word you have given.’
The Emperor embraced his daughter, approved
of her propofal, and the next day, when Fortunio
came to an audience, faid to him, ¢I have one
¢ thing more to inform you of, which is, that if
¢ you, or any of your attendants will run againft
¢ the princefs, I fwear by all the elements, that if
¢ you or he gain the race, I will give your ma-
¢ fier all manner of fatisfaction. Fortunioaccepted
the challenge, and Matapa appointed the time to
be within two hours, and accordingly fent to his
daughter, to bid her prepare herfelf againft that
time for the exercife, which was what fhe had
been ufed to from her cradle, She appeared at the
time in a long walk of orange-trees above three-
miles long, which was {o carefully rolled and ma-
naged, that there was.not a ftone fo big as a pea
to be feen. She wasdreffed in a light gown ot
rofe-coloured taffety, embroidered in the feems
with gold and filver; her bair, which was very
fine, was tied behind her with a ribbon, and fell
carelefsly on her fhoulders; her fhoes were made-
like pumps, without heels; fhe had on a girdle
of jewels, to fhew her fthape, which was delicate:
in fhort fhe thus appeared like another Atalanta.
Soon after Fortunio followed, attended by lightfoot
and his other domeftics. The emperor and the
whole Court, were prefent, and feated along the
walk, when the ambaffador propofed Lightfoot ta
kave the honour to run with the princefs. He was
furnifbed
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furnifhed out of the miraculous trunk, with a fine
white Holland habit, adorned with Flanders lace,
filk ftockings of a fire-colour, with a white plume
of feathers in his cap. In this drefs he appeared
to have a good mien, but the princefs made no
exceptions againft him ; but before fhe fet out, the
had liquor brought, to make her more fwift and
ftrong. Our racer demanded the fame ; the prin-
cefs faid, that it was two juft a requelt to be refufed,
and ordered that he might have fome; but as he
was not ufed to that liquor, which was very ftrong,
it got into his head, and he Jay down by anorange-
tree, and fell faft a fleep. In‘the mean time the
fignal was given, and was repeated three times,
The princefs waited fometime  that Lightfoot
might awake and come to himfelf: but thinking it
a matter of great confequence to free her father
from his promife, fhe fet out with a charming
grace and wonderful {wiftnefs,

Fortunio was at the other end of the walk, and
knew nothing of what had happened, when he faw
the princefs running by herfelf, and within half 2
mile of the goal. ¢ O yea powers! (cried he, fpeak-
¢ ing to his horfe) we are undone, I fee nothing of
¢ Lightfoot.” Sir (faid Comrade) letFine Ear liften,
¢ he perhaps may inform you whereabouts he 15,
Thereupon Fine-Ear laid himfelf down, and though
he was three miles off, heard him fnore; where-
upon he told them, he had no thoughts of coming,
for that he was in as found a fleep as if he was in
hisbed. ¢ Alas! (cried Fortunioagain) whatthall
¢ wedo?’ ¢ O! (faid Comrade) let the good Mark{-
“man let fly an arrow in the tip of his ear, to
¢ awake him.” At that he took his bow jmme-
diately, and hit him fo nicely, that the arrow went
quite through his ear; the pain and anguifh of
which awakened him, and when he opened his
eyes, he [aw the princefs almoft at the goal, and

heard
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heard great fhoutings and acclamations of jov.
At firft he was furprifed, but he foon recovered
what he had loft by fleeping: he feemed as if he
had been carried by the wind, and in fhort arrived
firft at the goal, with the arrow in his ear; for he
had not time to pull it out. The emperor was {o
much amazed at the extraordinary things that had
happened fince the arrival of the ambaffador, that
he believed the gods interefted themfelves in his
behalf, and that he could no longer defer the per-
formance of his promife. He ordered the ambaf-
fador to come to him, and faid, ¢ I confent that
¢ you take along with you as much of your mafter’s
¢ treafures as one man can carry; for I will ne-
¢ ver part with any more.” The ambaffador made
& low bow, and thanked his majefty, and defired
him to give orders that they might be delivered to
him. Matapa accordingly fpoke to his treafurer,
and afterwards went tohis palace of retreat, within
fome few miles of the city. Fortunio and his at-
tendants went immediately and demanded en-
trance to the place where all the treafure was kept.
Strong-back prefented himfelf, and by his affiftance
the ambaffader carried off moft of the rurniture
that was in the emperor’s palace; as five hundred
gigantic ftatues of gold, coaches and chariots, and
all manner of conveniencies: and with thefe
Strong-back walked asnimbly asif he had not above
a pound weight on his back.

When the minifter of ftate {faw the palace thus
gutted, they made all the hafte imaginable to ac-
quaint the emperor: whofe amazement was not
to be exprefled, when they told him that one man
carried all: he cried out, he would not allow it;
and immediately ordered his guards to mount, and
purfue thofe robbers of his treafury. And though
Fortunio was then above ten miles off, Fine-ear told
him, that he heard a great body of horfe goming

after
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after them with full fpeed: and the good Mark{-
man, whofe fight was excellent, faw them, juft as
they themfelves came to the river-fide. Fortunio
faid to Trinquet, ¢ As we have no boats, you muft
¢ drink up this water, that we may pafs it.”
Which Tringuet readily performed ; and Fortunio
was for making all poffible hafteto get away, when
his horfe bid himnot be uneafy, but let the enemy
approach. Soon after, they appeared on the banks
of the river, and knowing where the filhermens
boats lay, embarked immediately.  When the
- Boifterer began to fwell his cheeks, and with a fud-
den blaft over-fet the boats, fothat not one of that
detachment efcaped. This happy fuccels puffed
them up with fo great expedtation, that every one
began to think of the recompence he deferved, and
were for making thernfelves mafters of all the riches
they were carrying with them; whereupona great'
difpute arofe among thewm : Lightfoot faid, ‘They
- *had got nothing if he had nof won the race.’
¢ Well ({aid Fine-ear) if I had not heard you fnore ;
¢ where had you been then?’ ¢ And who would
* have awakened you, if I had not (added the
¢ Mark{fman?') ¢ Well (faid Strong-back) I.cannot
¢ but admire you for your difputes; fure none
¢ dare pretend to lay fo good a claim as mylelf,
¢ fince I carried all, and without my afliftance,
¢ you would not have been able to have partaken of
¢ them." ¢ Say rather without mine (interrupted
¢ Trinquet) fince you were in a bad plight, if I
¢ had not drank your way:’ ¢ Nay, and you were
¢ equally in the fame danger (faid the Boiiterer)
¢ bad I not over fet the boats. ¢ Hitherto (inter-
rupted Grugeon) I have held my - peace, but I
¢ cannot forbear reprefenting to you, that I opened
¢ the {cene to all thefe events; for if I had left
¢ one cruft of bread, all had been loft.
. ¢ Friends (faid Fortunio, with an air of com-
\ mand)
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¢ mand) you have all done wonders; - but we ought

‘ to leave it to the king to recompence our fer-

¢ vices; for I fhould be {orry to be rewarded by

¢ any other befides him. Let us all truft to his
¢ generofity, he fent us to fetch his riches, and not

¢ to rob him of them; which thought is fo {hame-

¢ ful, thatin my opinion it ought to be fmothered :

g For my own part, I will do fo well by you, that
¢ you fhall have no reafon to repine, fhould it be
¢ poffible for the king to negledt you. '

The feven gifted Men penetrated with this re-
monftrance of their mafter, threw themfelves at his
feet, and promifed that his will fhould be theirs.
After all this, the lovely Fortunio found himfelf, as
he drew nigh to the city, agitated with a thouland
different troubles; the joy that he had done the
king fuch confiderable fervices, for whom he had:
o great an attachment, and the hope to fee him
again, and be favourably received by him, flattered
him moft agreeably. On the other hand the fear
of enraging the queen, and being perfecuted again
by her and Florida, put him iato a heavy concern,
In fhort, he arrived at the town, where the peo-
ple, overjoyed to {fee fo much riches and treafure,
tfollowed him to the palace with great acclama-
tions of joy. Theking, who could fcarcely believe
fuch extraordmary news, ran to acquaint the queen
with i it, who was at firft {truck on a heap, but re-
covering herfelf afterwards, faid, ¢ The Gods pro-.
¢ tect him, therefore I am not furpmfed he fhould
¢ fucceed in what he undertakes. And juft as fhe
made an end of thefe words, fhe faw him enter the
room. He informed their Majefties of what he.
had done, and added, that the treafures were left
in the park, no other place being large enough te
hold them: And we mult ealily believe the king
exprefled a great friendfhip for {o loving and faith~
ful a fubject,

The



44 The Story of ForTuntg.

The knight’s prefence, and the advantages of
his good fortune, opened again and dilated thofe
wounds in the queen’s heart which were hardly
clofed up: She thought him more charming than
ever, and as foon as fhe was at liberty to talk with
Florida, fhe renewed her complaints, ¢ You know
¢ (faid fhe) what I have done to ruin him, which
¢ I thought was the only means to forget him, yet
“his unparalleled good fortune brings him fafe
¢ home again: And whatever reafons I have to
¢ defpifea man fo much inferior to me, and who has
‘ repaid my fentiments with the blackeft ingrati-
¢ tude, 1 cannot forbear loving him, and am refol-
¢ ved to marry him privately.” ¢ Marry him, Ma-
¢ dam ! (cried Florida) it is impoffible; certainly
¢ my ears fail me.” ¢ No (replied the queen) you
“know my intention, and muft fecond me in it.
¢ I charge you to bring Fortunio this night into
¢ my clofet; Iwill myfelf declare to him the love
¢ Lhave for him.” Florida in defpair to be made the
inftrument of her miftrefs’s marriage with her
lover, forgot nothing fhe could fay to diffuade the
queen from feeing him. She reprefented that the
king wouid be angry, thould it be found out, and
perhaps might put the knight to death, or at leaft
would eondemn him to perpetual imprifonment,
where fhe would never have the fight of him again:
But all her eloquence was in vain: fhe faw the
queen began tobe in a paffion, and therefore was
obliged to obey her. She found Fortunio in the
gallery of the palace, ranging in order the golden
ftatues he brought from the emperor Matapa. She
went to him, and told him her meffage from the
queen, which made himtremble, and caufed Florida
no {mall trouble. ¢ O heavens! (faid fhe) how
¢ much I pity you; why could not that Princefs’s
* heart efcape you? Alas! I know one not half fo
* dangerous, that dares not explain itfelf., The

knight
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knight would not engage in this new declaration ;
too much was he chagrin’d already, but left her,
and as he had no defire to pleafe the queen, drefled
himf{elf but indifferently, that fhe might not think
he ftrove to fet himfelf off; but if he could throw
off his jewels and embroideries, he could not do
the {fame by his natural charms. The queen, for
her part, did what fhe could to heighten the lufire
of hersbyan extraordinary fine drefs, and obferved
with pleafure that Fortunio feemed furprifed, ¢ Ape
¢ pearances (faid fhe) are fometimes {o deceitful,
¢ that I was willing to juftify myfelf concerning
¢ what you have thaLxOht without doubt of my con-
¢ duct when I engaded the king to fend you to the
¢ emperor, it feemed in all appearance as if I de-
¢ figned to facrifice you ; but depend upon it, good
8 Lnight, I knew what would happen, and had no
¢ ether views than your immortal honour.” ¢ Ma-
¢ dam (faid he) you are too much above me to need
-¢ any explanation; I enter not into the motives
¢ that engaged you; it is enough for me that I
¢ obey the king my fovereign." ¢ You fhew. too
¢ much indifference (added fhe) for the declara-
¢ tion I make you of my f{entiments; but it is
¢ time I convince you of my bounty. Come, For-
¢ tunio, receive my hand as the pledge of my
¢ faith.’

The poor knight, quite thunder-ftruck, was
twenty times going to acquaint the queen with
his fex, but durft not ; and anfwering thofe tokens
ef friendfhip with great coldnefs, ufed a great
many arguments upon the king’s anger, when he
fhould know a {ubject durft be {o boldas to con-
tract in his court, fo important a marriage with-
out his confent. After the queen had endea-
voured though in vain, to remove the obftacles
which he feemed to fear, the all on a fudden af-
fumed the countenance and voice of a fury, loaded

him
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- him with menaces and wrongs, and fought and
fcratched him ; after that, turning her rage upon
herfelf, fhe tore off her hair, claw'd her face and
neck till fhe was all in a gore-blood, rent her veil
and head drefs all in pieces, and then called in her
guards, ordered them to carry the wretch, as fhe
called him, to fomedungeon, and in the mean time
ran herfelf to the king to demand juftice againft
that young monfter: telling him that he had a
long time the boldnefsto declare his paffion, and
that in hopes that abfence and her feverities might
have cured him, fhe had let no opportunity flip, as
he ‘might well obferve, to have him removed out
of the way ; but that he was one that nothing could
change: that he himfelf was a witnefs to what ex-
tremities his pafflion had brought him, that {he
would have him ' profecuted with all rigour; and
that if he refufed her that juftice, fhe thould be ob-
liged to fland upon her own guard for the future.

The manner in which fhe {poke, amazed the king,
he knew her to be a woman of a moft violent tem-
per, and that withal fhe had a great power, and
could raife great diftractions in the kingdom. For-
tunio’s boldnefs deferved an exemplary punifh-
ment; what was paffed was publicly known to the
whole world, and it wasis duty to revenge his fifter’s
affront: butalas! on whom was his fury to light ?
on a_knight who had expofed his life to the great-
eft dangers, to whom he owed his quiet and all
his treafures, and one, befides, for whom he had a
particular value and love. He would have almoft
loft his own life to fave this dear favourite. He
reprefented to the queen the fervices he had done
both him and the ftate, his youth, and whatever
might induce her to forgive him; but fhe would
give no ear to what he faid, but demanded his life.
The king {eeing he could not poilibly avoid his be-
ing tried, appointed judges, that he thought to Ee

; the
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the moft mild and fufceptible of tendernefs, who
might put the moft favourable conftruétion upon
the letter of the law: but he was miftaken in his
conjectures; the judges were for eftablithing their
reputation at this poor unhappy knight’s expence :.
and as it was an affair that would make a great
noife in the world, they armed themfelves with
the utmoft rigour, and condemned Fortunio with-
out hearing him plead for himfelf. His fentence
was to receive three ftabs in the heart, as the
heart was the principal part concerned. -

The king dreaded this fentence as much as if it
was to have been pronounced againfl himfelf; he
banifhed all the judges, but could not fave his be-
loved Fortunio, while the queen triumphed in the
punifhment he was to fuffer. The king made ufe
of frefh arguments, which only exaf{perated her the
more. ‘To be fhort, the day appointed for this
horrid execution came: the knight was brought
out of the prifon where he had been kept from the
{peech of all perfons, not knowing the crime he
was accufed of, but imagined that it was fome
new perfecution which his' indifference for the
queen had brought upon him; yet what troubled
him the moft was, he thought the king {feconded that
princefls in what fhe did. In the mean time Flo-
rida,inconfolable for the condition to which her lover
was reduced, took a refolution of the utmoft vio-
lence, which was to poifon both the queen and
herfelf, if Fortunio was to {uffer death {o unjuftly,
As{oon as {he knew the fentence, defpair poffeffed
her foul, and fhe thought of nothing but the exe-
cution of her defigns; but it happened that the
poifon was not prepared fo ftrong as fhe intended
it: Infomuch that though fhe had given it the
queen, fhe felt not prefently the effeéts of it, but
had the lovely knight brought to the great fpace
before the palace, that fhe might have the fatis-

fadtion
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faction of feeing him die. When the executioners |
had taken him out of the dungeon where he lay,
and brought him like a tender lamb going to the
flaughter; the firlt object that his eyes beheld
when-he came upon the {caffold, was the queen,
who thought fhe could not be too nigh, being de-
firous to have his bleod fpurt on her; But alas'
the poor king fhut himfelf up in his clofet, that he
might with more freedom bewail the Fate of his
dear favourite.

But when they had bound Fortunio, and came te
open his breaft; how great was the furprife of
that numerous aflembly, when they faw the white
breafts of a lovely maid, and knew that fhe was
an innocent damfel unjuftly accufed! the queen
was in fo great a confufion, that the poifon began
to work, and threw her into ftrong convulfions,
out of which fhe never recovered but to exprefs
her bitter regret. In the mean time the people,
who loved Fortunio, fet her at liberty; and the
news was prefently carried to the king, who had
abandoned himfelf to melancholy. At that in-
ftant joy took -place; he ran to the palace, and
was charmed to {ee the new matamorphofis of his
dear Fortunio: however, the laft fighs and groans
of the queen fufpended in fome meafure his tran{-
ports; but when he came to reflect on her malice,
he was not forry. He refolved to marry this his
young heroine, to repay with a crown his great
obligations to her; and declared bis intentions to
her, which we may eafily believe completed the
height of her defires, which were not fo much to be
a queen, as to enjoy the perfon of a prince for
whom fhe had always entertained a moft tender
affection. The day of celebrating the marriage
was fixed ; our young knight laid afide her man’s
habit, and affumed that of her own fex, in which
fhe appeared athoufand times more beautiful. She

4 confulted
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‘coufulted her horfe what adventures fhould hap-
pen to her for the future; but as he could promife
none more agreeable, the in gratitude for the great
fervices he had done her, built him a ftable paved
with ebony and ivory, and inftead of being littered
with ftraw, he lay always on mats of fattin: and
for the feven attendants, they were all rewarded
according to their fervices.

After all this was done, news was brought to
our young queen that Comryade was not to be found;
which was no lefs trouble to the king, who adored
her, than to herfelf. Shemade enquiry for three
days, all to no purpofe, and on the forth fhe arofe
with the morning, and went into the garden, whick
{he croffed, and fo into a thick wood, and thence
into a large meadow, called out, ¢ Comrade! my
¢ dear Comrade! where art thou? what, do yow
¢ forfake me! T have occafion for thy advice.”
And as the was talking after this manner, fhe faw
all on a {udden another fun arifing in the weft,
which made her {tand to admire that prodigy; but
her amazement Rill increafed to fee it approach
her nigher, and efpecially when fhe knew her horfe
again covered with jewels, and prancing before a
chariot of pearls and topazes, drawn by four and
twenty fheep that were covered with gold fringe
inftead of wool: their harnefs was crimfon {attin,
buckled on with eméralds, their hornes were
adorned with carbuncles. The new queen knew
the fairy her protedtrefs in the chariot, and her
father and two fifters, who cried out clapping
their hands, and making profeffions of friendfhip,
that they were come to her wedding. Their fif-
ter, for her part, thought fhe fhould have expired
with joy at feeing them again: fhe neither knew .
what fhe faid or did: but at laft recovering herfelf,
fhe got into the chariot, and returned with this
pompous equipage to the palace; where every

D thing
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thing was prepared for celebrating the moft mag-

“nificent Feaft that ever was made in that ,'v;ingdor;n.
Tl'ms. the enamoured king united himielf to his
fair deliverer, and afforded us this charming ad-
venture, which has been handed dewn from one
age to another.

R HE:
SHA Do A L
OF

e S Lol o Gkl M s W 1 i O

N one of thole agreeable countries that depend

on the empire of the fairies, there reigned the
formidable Dan mo, who was as knowing in her
art, as cruel in her actions, and boafting cf the
honour of being defcended from the celebrated
" Calipl ", whofe charms had the glory and power of
ftaving the famous Ulylles, and triumphing over the
prudence of the conquerors of Troy. %
he
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She was lufty, had a wild look; and her pride
made her with fome difficulty fubmit to the hard
laws of matrimony; for love was not able to
reach her heart: but the defign of uniting a flou-
 rithing kingdom to that the was queen of, and
another the had ufurped, made herccnfent to mar-
ry an old neighbouring king, who died fome few
years after their marriage, and left the fairy a
daughter called Azira, who was very ugly; but
appeared not {o in the eye of Danamo, who thought
her charming, perhaps becaufe like herfelf. She
was to be the queen of three kingdoms, which
circumflance qualified all her defe@®s, and caufed
her tobeatked in the marriage by the moft powerful
princes of the neighbouring countries,

This together with the blind fondnefs of Da-
namo, rendered her vanity infupportable, fince fhe
was defired with an ardour which fhe did in no
wife deferve.  But as Danamo thought of nothing
but rendering the princefs’s happinefs compleat,
fhe brought up in her palace a young prince, her
Brother’s fon, who was called Parcinus: he had a
noble air, a delicate fhape, a fine head of hair, {o
admirably white, that love himfelf might have
been jealous of his power; for that eod never had
golden fhafts more fure of triumphing over hearts
without refiftance, than the eyes of Parcinus. He
did every thing well, danced and {fung extraordi-
nary fine, and gained all the prizes at tourna-
ments, whenever he contended for them, -

This young Prince was the delight of the court
and Damona, who had her defigns, was not againft
the refpect and value they thewed him. Tlhe king,
his father, was the fairy's brother, whom fhe de-
clared war againft without any pretence whatfo-
ever. This king fought courageoufly at the head
of his troops; but what could an army do againft
fo powertul a fairy as Danamo? who fuffered the

D2 vidtory
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victory net to balance long after her brother’s
death, who was killed in the adion, with oné
ftroke of her wand difperfed her enemies and
became miftrefs of the kingdom.

Parcinus was then an infant in arms; they
‘brought him to Danamo; for it would have been
in vain to have concealed him from a fairy: he
had then fuch engaging fmiles, that they won all
hearts; and Danamo careffing him, in few days
- after carried him home with her to her own king-
dom.

The prince was about eighteen years old, when
the fairy willing to execute what fhe had fo long
defigned, refolved to marry him with her daugh-
ter; and not doubting but the prince who was born
ane, but by his misfortunes made a fubje, would
be overjoyed to become one day a fovereign of
three empires, {ent for the princefs, and difcovered
to her the choice the had made,

The princefs hearkened to this difcourfe with an
emotion that made the fairy think that this refo-
lution in favour of Parcinus, difpleafed her daugh-
ter. ¢ Ifee (faid fhe to her, obferving her difor-
¢ der increafe) that your ambition carries you fo
¢ far, that you would add to your empire the do-
¢ minions of oneofthefe kings, who have demand-
* ed you fo often. But what kings may not Parcin-
¢ us overcome? his courage is beyond every thing :
¢ the {ubjects of a prince fo accomplifhed, may
. ¢ fometime revolt in his favour; and by giving
* you to him, I make fure of the poffeffion of his
¢ kingdom, And for his perfon, we need not
¢ fpeak of that; you know the proudeft beauties
€ arenot able to refift his charms.’

The princefs cafting herfelf fuddenly at the feet
of the fairy, interrupted her difcourfe, and con-
fefled to her, that her heart had not had the power
to withftand that young victor, fo famous for his

conquet :
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conqueft: ¢ But (added fhe blufhing) I have given
s the infenfible Parcinus a thoufand marks of my
¢ tendernefs, which he received with a coldnefs
¢ that makes me defpair.” It was becaufe he durft
¢ not raife his thoughtsupto you (replied the proud
¢ fairy) he was without doubt afraid of difpleafing’
¢ me; 1 know his refpect.’

This flattering opinion was too agreeable to the
princefs’s inclination and vanity, for her not to be
perfuaded to it. In fhort the fairy {fent for Pare
cinus, who came to her in a magnificent chariot,
where the and the princefs her daughter, waited
for him; when fhe faid to him, as foon as fhe faw
him, ¢ Call all your courage to your aid: I fent
s for you not to continue your misfortune, but for
¢ your good: reign, Parcinus: and to compleat
¢ your happinefs, reign by marrying my daughter.”
¢ I, madam! (cried the young prince in an ama-
¢ zement, wherein it was eafly to perceive his joy
¢ had not the greateft {hare) I marry the princefs,.
¢ (continued he, falling back fome fieps) ~alas!
¢ what god concerns himfelf in my fate, not to
¢ Jeave it to him:alone from whom I afk affif~
¢ tance.

Thefe words were pronounced by the prince’
with an heat which his heart had too great a {hare:
in to be withftood by his reafon. The fairy
thought that this unlooked-for happinefs had put
him befide himfelf; but the princefs loved, and
love makes lovers more peuetrating than wifdom
itfelf. - ¢ What god, Parcinus (faid fthe to him with
¢ diforder) do you fo tenderly implore the affiftance
¢ of ; Tknow too well I have no fhare in the vows
¢ you offer up to him.,” The young prince, who
had had time to recover his firft furprife, and
who knew he had been guilty of an imprudence
in what he had faid, fummoned all his wit to the
aid of his heart, and anfwered the princefs mare

D-3 gallantlg.
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gallantly than fhe hoped for; and thanked the
fairy with an air of grandeur, that {hewed him
not only worthy of the -empire offered him, but
that of the whole world.,

Danamo, and her-proud daughter. who were both
“fatisfied with this difcourfe, fettled ail things be-
fore they went out of the clofer: the fairy defer-
red the day of the nuptials, only to give the court
time to prepare themfelves on {4 greatan occafion,
After this, the news of Parcinus’s marriage with
Azira, was fpread all about the court; and the
courtiers came in crouds. to congratulate the
prince.

Parcinus received all their compliments with an
air of coldnefs, which very much furprifed his
new {ubjects, that he thould appear chzgrined and
cut of humour: all the reft of the day he was
-peplexed with the congratulations of the whole
court, and the continual declarations of Azira’s
palfion. §

What a condition was the young prince in, who
was feized with a lively grief? the day feem'd
to him a thoufand times longer than ordinary,
The impatient Parcinus longed for night, which at
laft came; when with haft he left that place where
he had fuffered fo much, and went to his own apart-
ment; and after having fent al] his attendants
away, opened a door that went into the garders
of the palace, which he croffed, followed only by a
young flave,

A fine but {mall river ran at the end of thefe
gardens, and {eparated the fairy’s palace from a
caftle flanked with four towers, and furrounded
with a deep ditch that was flled by the river:
thither flew Parcinus’s wifhes and defires,

A wonder was fhut up in it? which treafure,
Danamo had carefully guarded. It was 2 young
princefs, her fifter’s daughter, who when fhe dlz'cd

eit
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left her to the care of the fairy; her beauty wor-
thy of the admiration of the whole world, ap-
pearing too dangerous for Danamo to permit her to
be feen nigh Azira. Sometimes the charming
Tvolita, which was her name, was {uffered to come
to the palace to fee the fairy, and the princefs
her daughter; but was never allowed to appear in
public: yet her charms though confealed, were
not unknown to the world.

The prince ‘Parcinus faw her with the princefs
Azira, and adored her from that very moment.
Theit nearnefs of blood gave this young prince no
Privilege with Irolita; for after the was grown:
up, the mercilels Danamo permitted none to {ee
her. -

In the mean time, Parcinus, burnt with a raging
flame, which the charms of Irolita had kindled :
fhe was about fourteen years-old; her beauty was
perfect, her hair of a fine brown, her complexion
blooming as the fpring; her mouth delicate, her
teeth admirably white and even; and her {miles’
engaging, her eyes were of a fine hazzle colour,
and piercing, and her looks feemed to fpeak a
thoufand things her young heart as yet knew nog
thing of..

She had been brought up in great folitude, nigh
the fairy's palace, in the caltle were fhe lived;
but faw no more of the world than if fhe had been
in a defert. Danamo's orders were fo exactly
obeyed, that the fair Irolita paffed her days only
among thofe women appointed her, whofe number
was very fmall, but yet as many as were neceffary
in{o lonely and retired a court; however, Fame,
which regarded not Danamo, publifhed fo many
wonders of this young princefs, that perfons at the
greatelt diftance from the court, offered them{elves
to be with the young Irolita. ~And her prefence be-
lied not what fame had reported, fince they always
found her worthy of their admiration,

D 4 A gover-
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A governante of great wit and knowledge, f5y-
merly attached to the princefs her mother, lived
with her, and often groaned under the rigours of
Danamo toward the charming Irolita : fhe was cal-
led Mana; and her defire of fetting the princefs at
liberty and reftoring her to her right and dignity,
made her yield to Parcinug’s love. It was then
three vears: fince he was introduced into the
caftle in the habit of a {lave; at which time he
found her in the garden, and difcovered to her his
paflion; and as fhe was then but a child, fhe loy-
ed Parcinus only as a brother., Mana, who was
never ablent long from ber, furprifed the young
prince in the garden one day, when he acquainted
her with his love for the princefs, and the defign
he had formed to lofe his life, or reftore her li-
berty? and feeking, by thewing himfelf to his
fubjeds, a glorious Tevenge on Danamo, and
Placed Irolita en the throne. As the rifing me-
rit of Parcinus was capable of rendering the moft
difficult projects credible, and was the only means
to deliver Irolita, Mana {uffered him tocome fome-
times to the caftle, when it was night; but never
Iet him fee the princefs, except in her prefence,
Xe, with his tender difcourfe, and his conftant
Hedulities, endeavoured to infpire in her as violant
3 paflion as his own, Thus employed for three
years, he went almoft EVery night to the caftle,
and {pent all the days in nothing but thinking of
the princefs. But to return to where we left him
crofling the .gardens, followed by a flave, and
pierced with grief at the refolutions of the fairy ;
when he came to the river-fide, a gilded boat
which Azira fometimes took the air.in, that was
faftened to the bank, ferved to carry this amorous
prince over. - The {lave rowed, and as foon ag
Parcinus had got up a filken ladder, that was
clirown out from off a little terrafs, that fronrled

the
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the caftle, the faithful {lave rowed the boat back.
again, where he waited for the {ignal he made him,
which was to thew himalighted flaubeau from off
the terrafs. That night the prince took his ufual:
tour; the filken ladder was let down, and he
entered without any obfticle the young Irolita’s.
chamber, whom he found laid on the bed all in-
Tears: but the beauty that appeared in that me--
laucholy pofture, had an extraordinary Effect.on.
the prince!

¢ What ails my princefs? (faid he, falling on:
¢ his knees by the bedfide whereupon thelay? what-
¢could caufe thefe precious tears? alas! (con~
¢ tinued he fighing) have I yet new misfortunes to
¢ hear?” the tears and fighs of thefe young lo-
vers were intermixed, and they were forced to vent
_ their paffion, before they could tell the caufe of
their grief. At length the young prince defired
Icolita to tell him what new feverity the fairy had
ufed toher, ¢ Shewill marry Azira (anfwered the
¢ heautiful Irolita blufhing) which, of all her cruel-
ties, is the moft painful to me.” ¢ O-my dear
¢ princefs (cried the prince) you fear left I {hould:
* marry Azira; my fate is a thoufand times more
¢ kind than I thought it ¢ Can you praife fate,.
¢ (replied the young Irolita, languifhingly) when.
¢ it is ready to feparate us? I cannot exprefs the
¢ torments, the dread of that makes me feel.. O
¢ Parcinus,. you are in the right, the love of a
¢ lover, and that of a brother is quite different,.
The amorous prince thought to thank-his fortune;
he never till then knew the love the young Irolita
had for him: and, in fhort, could no longer doubt
of the good fortune of having infpired fuch tender
fentiments into the princefs. This happinefs,.
which he did not expect; roufed up all his hopes. .
¢-No (cried he in a tranfport) 1 defpair not now.
s of oyercoming our misfortunes, fince [amaffured:
D ;5. ofs
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¢ of your tendernefs, Let us fly, my princefs, let
‘ us avoid the rage of Danamo, and her hateful
* Daughter; let us not truft to fofatal an abode ;
¢ love alone will make us happy.” ¢ Should I go
‘away with you (replied the princefs with fur-
¢ prile) what would the world fay of my flight ?’
¢ Lay afide thefe vain retieétions, (fair Irolita) in-
¢ terrupted- the impatient Parcinus; every cir-
- * cumftance urges us to leave this place; let us
¢ g0 ¢ But where will you go! (replied the
prudent Mana, who was always with them, and
who, lefsengaged than thofe young lovers, forefaw
all the difficulties in their flight) ¢ I will give
‘ you an account of my defign (replied the prince)

P)

. ¢ but how did you hear fo foon the news from the
¢ fairy’s court?” < A relation of mine (anfwered
¢ Mana) writ to me as foon as it was wifpered
‘ about the palace, and I thought it my duty to
‘ inform the princefs of it.’ ¢ And what have I
‘ endured fince? (replied the lovely Irolita) no,
¢ Parcinus, I cannot live without you,” The voung

-prince tranfported with love, and charmed with
thele words, kiffed Irolita’s hand with an ardour
and tendernefs, that had all the thanks of a firlt
and moft agreeable favour., Day began to appear,
and informed Parcinus too foon, that it was time
he retired, when he affured the princefs he would
comie again the next nisht, and impart to her his
project: he got to the boat and flave again, and
retired to his apartment, He was fo overjoyed
with the pleafure of being beloved by the fair Iro-
lita, and agitated by the difficulties he forefaw they
fhould meet with in their flight, that fleep could
not calm that uneaiinefs, nor make him forget a
moment of his happinefs,

It was hardly morning, when a dwarf entered
his chamber, and prefented him with a fine fcarf
from the priucels Azira, who by a biliet more ten-

der
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der than he wifhed for, defired him to wear from
that day that fcarf. He fent an anfwer, which
very much confounded him ; but he was obliged to
it, to deliver Irolita, and to conftrain himfelf for
her liberty. When he had fent Azira’s Dwarf
away, a giant came from Danamo, and prefented
him with a fabre of extraordinary beauty, the
handle of which was of one {ingle ftone, more
beautiful than a diamond, and which gave a great
licht in the night; on this fabre were engraved
thefe words: :

For the hand of a conqueror.

Parcinus was mightily pleafed with the fairy’s
Prefent, and went and’ thanked her with that and
the {carf on. The tendernefs of Irolita fufpended
all difquiets; fhe had raifed in his heart that {weet
and perfet fatisfaction fuccefsful love feels; a
pleafant air appeared in all his actions, which
Azira attributed to her charms, and the fairy to
Parcinus’s ambition: the day was {pent in plea-
fures and diverfions, which in no wife diminifhed
the infupportable length rarcinus thought it.

In the evening they took the air in the gardens
of the palace, and on the fame river {o.well known
to the prince, who in going in the boat, felt a
fenfible concern, to fee what difference there was
between the pleafures it ufed to give him, and the
cruel torment he then endured. Parcinus could
not forbear looking often at the habitation of the
charming Irolita, who never appeared when the
fairy or Azira were on the water. That Princefs,
who watched all the actions of the prince, obferved
that his eyes were often turned towards the caftle.
¢ What do you look at, prince? (faid fhe) in ths
¢ midft of honours done you, is Irolita’s prifen
¢ worthy your regard? ¢ Yes, madam (replied

the
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¢ the prince very imprudently) Tam fenfible of
. the fufferings of thofe who deferve them not.’
e You are too compaflionate (anfwered Azira djf-
® dainfully) but to eafe you of your pain, I can
¢ tell you Irolita will not be long a prifoner.” And
® what will become of her (replied the young prince
* fhort) ¢ The queen will marry her in five days
® to the prince Brutus (returned Azira:) he is of
¢ our blood you know, and according to the in-
¢ tentions of the queen, he will the next day after
¢ their marriage carry Irolita into a fortrefs, from
® whence fhe will never return to court.,” ¢ What !
¢ (faid the prince, in an extraordinary diforder)
“ will the queen give that beautiful princefs to fo
- * hideous a prince, whofe {]] qualities exceed his
‘ deformity? what «ruelty. is this!”  This laft
word came from him againft his will, but ke could
10 longer conceal.his refentment, ¢ I'thought that
* you, of all people, Parcirius (an{wered the prin-
* cefs haughtily) fhould not compliin of Danamo’s
* cruelties,” This converfation, without doubt,
had been pufhed too far for the young prince,
whofe bufinefs it wag to diffemble, if the attend-
ants of Azira had not come up, and the fairy, ap-
peared on the river-fide, Azira returned to the
fairy, and Parcinus coming out of the boat, feigned
to be fick, that he might have the more liberty to
g0 and complain, without any witnefs, of his new
misfortunes,

The fairy, and above all Azira, thewed 2 great
uneafinefs for his being ill. He retired, accufing
fate a thoufand times for the misfortunes that
threatened the charming Irolita, abandoning him-
felf to all his grief and tendefnefs; but beginning
atlength to recover thofe diforders faithful lovers
ave fo fubje to, he writ in the moft moving ex-
preflions his love could diQate, to one of his aunts,
whafe name wag Favourable; who was a fairy as

3 well
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well 4s Danamo, but one who took as much plea-

fure in comforting and affifting the unfortunate, as

Danamo did in making them fo. He told her to
what a cruel condition his love and fortune had

reduced him ; and not daring to leave Danamo’s

eourt without difcovering his defigns, he fent his

faithful flave with it.

When every body was retired, he left his apart-
ment as ufual, and croffing the gardens alone, went.
into the boat, without knowing whether he could
row or not; but what will not love teach us? he
rowed as well as the moft expert feaman, and got
into the caftle, where he was very much furprifed
to ind Mana only, and the all in tears, in the
princefs’s chamber, ¢ What is the matter with
¢ you, Mana (faid the prince in hafte) and where
¢ ismy dear Irolita?’ ¢ Alas! fir, (faid Mana) fhe
¢ is not here, a troop of the queen’s guards, and
¢ fome woman, carried her away from this caftle
¢ three or four hours ago.’ Parcinus heard not the
end of thefe words, but fwooned away as foon as
he underftocd the prince{s was gone. Mana took a
great deal of pains to bring him to himfelf again,
which was no fooner Gone, but falling fuddenly
into a paffion, he drew a Jittle dagger he wore in
his girdle, and had pierced his heart, had not
the wife Mana, holding his arm, and falling on
her knees, {aid ¢ What, fir, will you forfake Irolita ;
¢ live to deliver her from Danamo’s rage. Alas!
¢ without you, where will fhe find fuccour againft
¢ the cruelty of the fairy?’ thefe words fufpend-
ed the unhappy prinee’s defpair: ¢ Alas! (replied
¢ he {fhedding tears, which all his courage could
¢ not reftrain) where is my princefs? yes, Mana,
¢ 1 will live to have the fad fatisfaction of dying
¢ for her, and expiring in revenging her of her
¢ enemies.”  After thefe words, Mana begged of
him to leave that difinal place, to avoid frefh mis-

fortunes
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fortunes, ¢ Gp, prince (faid fhe) how know we

¢ but the fairy has fomebody here to give her an
¢ account of what pafles? take care of a life fo
¢ dear to a princefs you adore.”  After this adyice,
the prince went away, and returned to hjs own
apartment with all the grief fo unhappy and tender
a paffion could infpire. He paffed the night on a
couch he threw himfelf op when he wen; in, where
day furprifed him; ‘which had appeared fome
hours, when he heard a noife at .his chamber-door,
He ran with thateagerimpatience we generally ex-
prefs, when we expedt news, wherein our hearts
are {o much concerned; and found that ‘his people
had brought a man who wanted to fpeak with him
in_hafte, and whom he knew to be one of Mana’s
relations: he gave Pa feinus a letter, who went
into his clofet to hide the trouble it might give
him; where he opened it, and found thefe words :

MANA;
7o the greateft Prince in the world.

¢ E affured, fir, our princefs is in {afety; if
; that exprefficn may be allowed, while in the

¢ power of her enemy ; fhe hasafked Danamo for
‘ me, who has fuffered me to be with her: there
“Is a guard in the palace. Yefterday the queen
felentiifor ‘iter inith her clofet, and ordered her
* proudly, to look on the prince Brutus, as ope
¢ that was to be her hutband in a fey gays, and
¢ prefented to her that prince, fo unworthy of being
iyontitivaliveThe rincefs was {o much afflicted,
* that fhe made he: 14 anfwer, but by tears, which
f are not yet dried up.  You, fir, muft find out
¢ means, if poffible, to affift ber againft fych pref=
¢ fing Misfortunes,’

At the bottom of the letter thefe words were
written blotted, and with 2 trembling hand,

SHOW
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¢ ¥ TOW much I pity youmy dear prince! your
C calamities are more grievous to me than

¢ my own: I {pare your tendernefs the recital of
¢ what I have endured fince yefterday ; why fhould
¢ I trouble the repofe of your life? alas! with-
¢ out me you might have been happy.’

What joy and grief did the prince feel? what
kiffes he gave this invaluable token of the divine
Irolita’s love ? he was fo much befide himfelf, that
he had much ado to return a fuitable anfwer; he
thanked the prudent Mana, informed the princefs
of the affiftance he expedted from the fairy Fa-
vourable, and faid a thoufand things on his grief-
and love : afterwards he gave the letter to Mana'’s
relation and with it a prefent of fine jewels of an
ineftimable value, to recempence him for the plea-
fure he had done him. He was fcarcely  gone,
when the queen and the princefs Azira fent to

now how the prince did. It was eafy to know, by
his looks, that he was not well; they prefled him
to go to bed, which he agreed to, thinking he
fhould be lefs confirained than if he went to the
fairy. ;
After dinner the queen went herfelf to fee him,
and fpoke to him of Irolita’s marriage with the

rince Brutus, as a thing refolved on. Parcinus,
who had at laft refolved to reftrain himfelf tocarry
on his defigns the better, fceming to approve of the
fairy’s intentions, and defired her only to ftay till
he has recovered, becaufe he had a great mind to
be at the folemnity. The fairy and Azira, who
defpaired at his ficknefs, and promifed him what he
afked; by which means he retarded the difmal nup-
tials of Irolita for fore days. The converfation
he had on the water with Azira forwarded the
misfortune of the princefs he loved fo tenderly:

for Azira had given the queen an account of his
difcourfe
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difcourfe and his compaffion for Irolita. ~ And the
queen, who never delayed the execution of her
will, fent that evening for Irolita, and refolved
with Azira, to finith the marriage of that princefs,
and to haften her departure before Parcinus had a
- more eftablifthed authority ? but in the mean time,
before the expiration of the time, the faithful
flave arrived. ~ How great was: Parcinus’s joy, to
find in the letter Favourable had wrote, marks of
her compaffion and friendfhip for him and Iroljta )
fhe fent him a little ring, compofed of four dif-
ferent metals, gold, filver, brafs and iron: this
ring had the power of iecuring them four times
againit the perfecutions of the cruel Danamo: and:
Favourable affured the prince, that the wicked
fairy could not purfue them oftener than the ring:
had power to fave them, This good news reftored
the young prince to his health; he fent in ajp
hafte for Mana’s relation and gave him a letter,.
that informed Irglita of the happy fuccefs they
might flatter themfelves withal. They had no time
to lofe, the queen was for comfummating prince:
Brutus's marriage in three days, and that fame
night Azira made a ball, and Irolita was to be
there., Parcinus could not think of being negli-
gent on that occafion: he dreffed himfelf in a
magnificent {uit, and appeared a thoufand times-
brighter than the day; but durft not {peak to Iro-
lita, except with his eyes,. which often met thofe-
of that fair princefs, ~ Irolita had on the nobleft
drefs imaginable : the fairy had given her very
fine jewels; and as fhe had byt four days to ftay
in her palace, refolved to treat her as fhe ought to
be. Her beauty not ufed to pe fet off with fach
ornaments, {feemed wonderful to all, and much
more to the amorous Parcinus, who thought, by the
joy that he faw in her bright eyes, fhe had re-
ceived his letter,. The prince Brutus talked often

with
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with Trolita; but he appeared of fo ill 2 mienunto
the gold and jewels he was loaded with, that he
was not a rival worthy of the young prince’s jeas
loufy. The ball was almoft over, when Parcinus,
tranfported with his fove, defired with great ar-
dour, the liberty of talking a moment with the
princefs. ¢ Cruel queen, and thou hateful Azira,
¢ (faid he to himfelf) will you deprive me yet lon-
¢ ger of the charming pleafure of telling the fair
¢ Trolita a thoufand times how I adore her? why
¢ leave you mnot, you jealous witneifes of my
¢ happinefs, the place, fince love can only
¢ triumph in your abfence;’ he had hardly form-
ed this with, but the fairy, finding herfelf a little
out of order, called Azira, and went with her into
the next room, whither prince Brutus followed
them ; Parcinus had then the ring on his finger
the fairy Favourable had fent him. He ought to
have preferved the fuccours given him for more
preffing occafions, but violent love and prudence
are feldom companions; the young prince thought,
by the fairy’s and Azira’s departure that the ring
began to favour his love: he flew to the charm-
ing Irolita, and fpoke to her of his paffion in the
moft touching and eloquent expreflions ; when he
perceived that he had made ufe of Favourable’s
charms fillily, but could not repent of an impru-
dence which gained him the pleafure of entertain-
ing his dear Irolita: they refolved on the place
and hour to put an end to their cruel {flavery the
next day, The fairy and Azira returned again
fome time after, Parcinus parted with no fmall re-
gret from Irolita, and looking on his ring, per-
ceived that the iron was mixed with the other me-
tals, and faw very well that he kad but three wifhes
to make, which he refolved to employ better than
the firft for his princefs; but trufted none with his
departure,- but his feithful flave. The next day

he
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he appeared to the, queen very ealy, and moie
pleatant than ordinary ; he paffed fome compli-
ments on the prince Brutus upon his marriage,
and did it in a manner capable of removing all
fafpicions they might entertain of his paffion. At
two o'clock in the morning he went to the fairy’s
park, where he found his faithful flave, who, ac~
cording to his mafter’s orders, had brought four of
his horfes, The prince waited” a little, when the
lovely Irolita came wearied, and leaning on Ma-
na; for that young princefs endured {o much i the
walk, that love alone, without Danamo’s cruel-
ties, and the il qualities of prince Brutus, would
not have been capable to have made her undertake
it. It was then fuininer, the night was clear, and
the moon and ftars fhined {o bright, that it was ag
light as day. The prince made up in hafte tos
wards, her, kiffed her hand for it was not a place
totolkin, and helped her on her horfe, for fhe rid
wonderfully well, it being one of her amufements
to take horfe with her maids, and ride into a littie
wood, fome diftance from the caftle, which the
fairy fuffered her to take the air in: Afterwards
Parcinus mounted his horfe, and Mana and the
flave theirs. The young prince drawing the bril-
liant fabre the fairy gave him, fwore to the fair
Irolita, to adore her ajl his life, and to die, if ne-
ceflary, in her defence, - After thefe words they
_went away, and the zephirs feemed to correfpond
with them, or to take Irolita for Flora, by always
attending them, o ;

In the mean time, day difcovered to Daname a
piece of news fhe little expected.;  The ladies
who were about Irolita, where amazed that fhe flept
fo long ; but obeying the order of the prudent Ma-
na, who lay in the fame chamber with Irolita, from
whence they went out at aljttle back-door that let
them into a' court of the palace, very littl. fre-

quented,
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guented, by a door that was in Irolita’s clofet,
and was nailed up; but in twoor three nights they
found out the means to open it. In fhort, the
queen fent for Irolita: in obedience to the fairy,
they knocked at the princefs’s chamber door, and
nobody anfwered. But when the prince Brutus
arrived, who came to condud® the princefs to the
queen, he was very much furprifed: He broke
open the door, and went in, and feeing the little.
door in the clofet forced, he no tonger doubted of
the princefs’s flight. When the news was carried
to the queen, {he fhaked with anger, and ordered
them to fearch every where for Irolita; but it was
all in vain, nobody could give any account of
her. ‘The prince Brutus himfelf went to. feek after
her, and fent the fairy’s guards with all {peed on
the roads he thought they might take. In the
mean time, Azira obferved that Parcinus did not
appear in this general confternation : and jealoufy
opening her eyes, the fent in hafte to him, and be-
gan to think that prince had taken Irolita away.
The fairy herfelf could not believe it; but upon
confulting her books, the found Azira's {ufpicion
to be matter of faét. In the mean time, the
princefs having learned that Parcinus was not in
his apartment, nor the palace, fent to the caftle
where Irolita had been fo long, to fee if fhe could
find any thing whereby fhe might juftify or con-
demn the prince. The prudent Mana had taken
care to leave nothing that might dilcover Irolita’s
correfpondence with Parcinus, but Azira’s {carf,
which was found on the couch he {wooned on, and
had been untied while he was in that condition;
and which neither the prince, nor Mana, who were
full ofgrief, perceived. What did not the haughty
Azira feel at the fight of that {fcarf? her love and
pride fuffered both alike; fhe afflicted herfelf to
excefs, and fent all the fervants of Irolita zmcl. the

prince
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- prince to prifon. The ingratitude the queen
thought Parcinus, had fhewed her, pufhed her na-
‘tural rage to the laft extremity. She would wil-
lingly have given one of her kingdoms to have
been revenged on thofe two lovers, who at the
fame time were purfued on all fides: prince Brutus
and his troop met with frefh ‘horfes every where
by the fairy’s order, whereas thofe of Parcinus’s
were tired, and anfwered mnot the impatience of
their Mafter. At the further fide of a Foreft he
overtook them : the firlt motion of the prince was
to go and fight that unworthy rival; he was riding
up to him with his fabre drawn, when Irolita cried
out, ¢ prince feek not an unprofitable danger,
¢ obey the orders of the fairy Favourable.” Thefe
words gave a check to Parcinus’s rage, who to
obey the princefs and the fairy, withed the prin=
cels was in fafety againft the perfecutions of the
cruel queen. He had fcarcely made his . wifh,
but the earth opened between him and his rival;
a little ugly man, magnificently dreffed, appeared,
and made a fign to him to follow him. The de-
fcent was eafy on their fide, he went down on
horfeback, with Irolita and Mana, and the {lave,
and the earth clofed, Brutus, furprifed at fo ex-
traordinary an event, went in hafte to give Da-
namo an account of it ; and in the mean time our
young lovers followed the little man through a
dark road, that led to a large palace, lighted by
flambeaus and lamps, They alighted from off
their horfes, went into a prodigious large hall,
fupported by pillars of fhining earth, covered with
ornaments of gold; a little man loaded with jew-
els, fat on a throne of gold at the bottom of the
hall, with a great number of people like himfelf
about him, who conduéted the prince to that
place; who, asfoon as he appeared with the charm-
ing Irolita, the little man arofe from his throne,

and.
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" and faid to him, ¢ Come, prince, the great fairy Fa-
¢ vourable, who has been a long time one of my
¢ friends, hath defired me to fecure you againft
¢ the cruelties of Danamo. I am kingof the Gno-
¢ 1es, you and the princefls are welcome to my
¢ palace.” Parcinus thanked him for his affiftance,
The king and all his fubjeéts were enchanted at the
beauty of Irolita; they took her for a ftar that
came to brighten their abode, and ferved up a mag-
nificent entertainment, . The king of the Gnomes
paid them all manner of refpedt, in harmonious
concert, but fomewhat wild was the diverfion of
the night, where they fung the charms of Irolita,
and repeated {everal times thefe verfes;

What flar is this that thus our fight invades,

And darts fuch beams on thefe our gloomy jbades 2
Which, while its luftre fondly we admire,

Dazzles our eyes, and [ets our hearts on fire.

After the mufic was done, they led the prince
and princefs, each into a magnificent Room, and
Mana and the faithful flave followed them. 'The
next day they fhewed them the king’s palace, who
difpofed of all the riches of the earth; nothing
could be added to that treafure, which was a con-
fufed mafs of fine things unformed. The prince
and princefs remained eight days in this fubrerra-
neous abode : Favourable had ordered the king of
the Gnomes, during that time, to make the prin-
cefs and her lover gallant and magnificent enter-
tainments. 'The night before their departure, the
king, to immortalize the memory of their refi-
dence in his empire, had their two ftatues ereéted
in gold on each fide his throne, on pedeftals of
white marble, with thefe words writ in letters of
diamonds on the pedeftal of the princefs’s {tatué :

e
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We defire no more the JSight of the fun;
W e bave [een this prince,
Who s brighter and more beautiful,

And on the pedeftal of the princefs’s flatue:

To the immortal honouy
Of the goddefs of beauty,
Who defcended here,
Undor the name of Irolita.

The ninth day the prince had very fine horfes
given him, whofe trappings were of gold, laid
over with diamonds, and left, with his fma] troop,
the dark abode of the Gnomes, after having paid
hisacknowledgments to their king, and fourd him-
felfin the fame place where prince Brutus attacked
bim ; ‘and looking on his ring, perceived only the
Silver and brafs. ~ He puifued his way with the
charming [rolita, and haftened to arrive at the ha-
bitation of the fairy Favourable, where they were
to be in fafety: when all on 2 fudden coming
outof a vale, they met with a troop of Danamo’s
guards, who were il in fearch after them, and
were juft ready to fall on them : when the prince
wilhed, and prefently there appeared a great {pace
of water between them and the fairy troops. A
beautiful nymph, half naked, rofe up in the mid-
dle of the water, in a boat of rufhes, laced toge-
ther, and making towards the fhore, defired the
prince and his beautiful miftrefs to come into it ;
who, with Mana and the flave, left their horfes
in the field, and went into the boat, which funk
under water, and made the guards think they chofe
rather to drown themfelves, than fall into their
hands. Immediately they found themfelves in a
palace, the walls of which were great drops of
water, which falling. continually, made halls,

5 chambers,
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chambers, clofets, and encompalfed gardens,
where a thoufand. {poutings of water, of odd : Fi-
gures, formed the defign of parterres. None but
Naids could live in this palace, {0 fine and fingular
as it was; therefore to afford the prince and-the
fair Irolita a mere folid habitation, the Naid. that
conducted them, carried them iato grottos of fhell-
work, compofed of coral, pearls, and all the riches
of the fea. Their beds were of mofs, a hundred
dolphins guarded Irolita’s grot, and twenty
“ whales the prince’s. The Naids admired at their
return, the beauty of Irclita; and moreover, a
Triton grew jealous of the prince’s looks and care:
they gave them in the prince’s grotto, 2 collation
of fine fruits; twelve Syrens came to charm, by
their {weet voices, the trouble of the prince and
Irolita, and {fung the following fong:

Wherever lcve our heart conveys,

He makhes us happy different ways:

Perfect lovers, triumph in your chains,

Aud let your paffions fill Jurmount your pains.

At night there was an entertainment, conlifting
wholly of fith, of an extraordinary fize, and ex-
quifite tafte. After this repaft,’the Naids danced
in habits of fith-fcales of different colours, which
was very fine; bodies of Tritons, with inftruments
unknown tomen, compofed a fymphony, which was
odd, but new and very agreeable. Parcinus and
the fair Irolita were four days in this empire; the
fifth day the Naids came in crouds to condutt the
prince and princefS; which two lovers went .1nto
2 Boat of one entire fhell, and the Naids half out
of the water, accompanied them to the river-fide,
where Parcinus found his horfesagain, and fet for-
ward with fpeed; when looking on his ring, he
perceived only the brafs; but they were then nigh
: Favourabte's
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Favourable’s palace, They  travelled three days,
when on the fourth, at fun-rifing, they perceived
men in arms, who, when they came near, appeared
to be the prince Brutus and his troop, whom Da-
namo had fent again to purfue them, with orders
not to leave them, if they found them, not to ftir
off the fpot, where any thing extraordinary thould
fall out ;-and above all, to endeavour to engage the
prince fto fight. Danamo knew very well, aftér
what Brutus had 'told her, that a fairy protedted the
prince pnd princefs; but her knowledge was fo
great, that fhe defpaired not of overcomin g them
by more powerful charms. Prince Brutus over-
joyed to fee the prince and Irolita again, whom he
fought after with fo much diligence, rid with his
fword in his hand up to Parcinus, toendeavour to
fight him, according to Danamo's orders, The
young prince drew his fword with fo fierce an air,
that Brutus repented more than once of his under-
taking; but Parcinus perceiving Irolita all in tears,
moved with compaffion at that fight made his
fourth wifh, and prefently their arofe a great fire
up to the fkies, which feparated Parcinus from his
enemy. This fire made prince Brutus and his
troop fall back. The young prince and Irolita,
who were always attended with the faithful flave
and Mana, found themfelves in a palace, the fight
of which, being all fire, at firft frightened Irolita ;
but fhe was {oon encouraged, when fhe perceived
fhe felt no greater heat than that of the {fun, and
that this fire had only the flaming quality, and
not thofe others, which render it infupportable. A
great many young and handfome perfons, richly
cloathed, came from whence the flames feemed to
rife, to receive the princefs and her lover, One
of them, whom they judged to be the queen of that
place, by the refpects paid to her, faid, > Come,
¢ charming princefs, and you lovely Parcinus, you
! arein the kingdom of Salamanders: I am the

queen,
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¢ dueen, and with pleafure am charged by Fa-
¢ yourable to conceal you feven days in my palace :
 ['with only your abode here was to be longer.”
After thefe words the carried them into a large
-apartment all on fire, like the reft of the palace,
and which gave as great a light as the fun. That
might they fupped with the queen, and had a no-~
ble entertainment: after it was over, they went
on % Yerras, to fee an artificial fire of wonderful
‘beauty, and a very fingular defign, which was
prepared in a great court before the Salamander’s
palace. Twelve loves were on pillars of marble,
of different colours: fix of them {eemed ready to
draw their bows, and the {ix others held. out a great
plate, whereon thefe words were written in cha-
racters of fire; '

Where'er fair Irolite appears,

A glorious conqueft there fhe bears :
Our raging flames, and hotteft fire,

Fall fhort of what her eyes infpire

So great's the torment of defire.

The young Irolita bluthed at her own glory, and
Parcinus was overjoyed that fhe ‘was thought as
handfome as fhe appeared to him. In the mean
time the cupids drew theirarrows of fire, whichs
croffing in the air, formed in a thoufand place
the cypher and name of Irolita, and carried it
up to the heavens. The feven days they ftayed
in this palace were fpent in pleafures and diver-
{ions. Parcinus obferved, that all the Salamanders
had a great deal of {pirit, and a charming viva-
chy, were all gallant and amorous, and that the
queen herfelf was not exempt from that paffion,
fince the was in love with 2 young Salamander of
extraordinary ‘beauty. The eighth day they left
with regret an abode fo agregable to their ten-

) dernefs,
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~dernefs, and found themfelves in a fne field
where Parcinus, looking on his ring, found on the
‘four metals mixed together, thefe words engraved :

You wilked too foon.

Thefe words afflicted the prince and young prins
cels, but they were fo nigh Favourable®s hdbitation,
that they hoped to reach it that day. Thisthought
Jufpended their grief, theywent forwards, calling
on fortune and love, too often deceitful guides.
The prince Brutus folliwed the fairy’s orders,
never ftirred from the place wheie the fire fepa-
rated them, but Jay encamped behind a wood,
when his centinels, who kept continual watch, in-
formed him that the prince and princefs appeared
on the plain again. He mounted his troop, and

came up by night with the unfortunate prince and

- divine Irolita. = Parcinus was not in the leaft dii-
mayed at the great number of thofe who attacked
him all at cnce: heflew on them with 2 courage
that tervified them: ¢[ fulfil my promife, fair
¢ Irolita (faid he drawing his fabre) 1 will die for
¢ you, or deliver you from your enemies.” After
thefe words, he firuck the firft he met, and felled
him at his- feet: but, O grief unexpected! that
fabre which he had of the fairy, broke into a thou-
fand pieces. It was what the fairy expected from
the combat with the young prince; for when fhe
gave any arms, fhe charmed them in fuch a man-
ner, that when they were made ufe of againfther-
felf, they fhould break at the firft blow into a thou-
fand pieces. Parcinus thus difarmed, could not
long refift the numbers that furrounded him : they
took him, loaded him with chains, and made the
young Irolita undergo the faipe fate. O! fairy
¢ Fayourable (cried the prince melancholy) aban-
¢ don me toall the rage of Danamo, but {ave the
fair

5
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« fair Iroilta’ ¢ You have difobeyed the fairy (an-
fvered a young man of furprifing beauty, who

appeared in the air) you muft endure the pu-

nithment ; if you had not been {o prodigal of Fa-

vourable’s affiftance, we had preferved you

againft the cruelties of Danamo. The whole

kingdom of the Sylphes are vexed that they had

not the glory of rendering fo charming a prince,

¢ and {o beautiful a princefs, happy.” After this

he difappeared. Parcinus groaned at his impru-

dence; he appeared infenfible of his own misfor-

tunes, but was cruelly agitated with thofe of Iro-"
lita: and the regret of having contributed to them,

had made him to die away for grief, if fate had -
not prepared more cruel torments for him to un-
dergo. The young Irolita fhewed a courage wor-
thy her illuftrious blood ; and the mercilefs Brutus,
far from relenting at fo moving a fight, redoubled
their calamities which he was partly the caufe of.
He feparated them, and deprived them of the plea-
fure of complaining to each other without redrefs.
After a cruel journey, they arrived at the wicked
fairy’s, who exprefled a malign joy to fee the
prince and young princefs in a condition {fo wor-
thy of creating pity in any other breaft but her’s;
however, Azira had fome for Parcinus, but durft not
fhew it before the fairy: ¢ I will (faid that cruel
¢ queen, addreffing herfelf to the young prince)
¢ have the pleafure of revenging myfelf on thy in-
¢ gratitude: go, inftead of afcending the throne
¢ my bounty defigned you, to the prifon of the
¢ fea, where I will put an end to thy miferable
¢ life by the moft horrible punifhments.” ‘I
¢ chufe rather the moft wretched prifon (replied the
¢ prince, looking on her fiercely) than the favours
¢ of fo unjuft a queen.”  Which words provoked
her much more, who expected to have feen him
proftrate at her feet. She made him be carried

p OB away
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away to the appointed prifon : Irolita cried in fee-
ing him go; Azira could not refrain her fighs ; and
ali the court groaned fecretly at {o cruel an order,
For the fair Irolita, the queen {ent her to the
caftle where fhe had been kept fo-long, had her
carefully guarded, and ufed her g5 inhumanly as fhe
was capable of,

_The prince’s prifon wasin a tower in the midft
of the fea, built in a {mal] defert ifle: there he
was kept loaded with irons, and underwent all ima-
ginable hardfhips. What a place was this for a
prince fit ‘to rule the whole world ? the remem-
brance of Irolita was his fole employ; he called
on Favourable only to her afliftance, and wifhed a
thoufand times to die, to expiate the crime he had
committed: his faithful flave was put into the
fame prifon, but had not the {atisfadtion of ferving
his ifluftrious mafter, who had none but rude foldiers
about him, devoted to the fairy; who, though
obedient to her, could not but refpect the unhappy
prince,  His youth, beauty, and above all his cou-
Tage, touched them with an admiration that made
them look on him as a man fuperior to all others.
The prudent Mana was treated in the caftle with
Irolita, in the fame manner as the faithful flave,
None but Danamo’s creatures came nigh the prin-
cefs, who, by her order, excited in her a frefh
grief every moment, by telling her what the
prince fuffered. The calamities of Parcinus made
the princefs fometimes forget the remembrance of
ber: own, and renewed her-tears in a place where
the had fo often heard that charming prince {wear
to her an eternal fidelity; ¢ Alas! (faid fhe to
* herlelf, why was you fo conftant, my dear prince;
* indeed your infidelity would have coft memy life,
“ but what fignified that? you would after that,
¢ have been happy. Danimo, who took fome time
o prepare a charm of extraordinary forcci, fle_nt

roiita
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- frolita, in the morning, two lamps; on¢ of Goldy
the other of eryftal; the golden one was lighted,
Danamo ordered her not-to let one of thefe two
famps go out, but told hery ¢ She might keep
¢ which fhe pleafed lighted.” - Trolita anfwered,
with her natural {weetnels, fhe thould obey her,
without fearching into the {ignification of it. She
carried the two lamps carefully into her clofet,
and as the golden one was lighted, {he put 1t not out
all that day, and lighted the other the next dayy
and fo continued to obey the fairy. She had kept
thefe lamps fifteen days, when her health began
4o diminifh, which fhe thought might be occafioned
by her grief? but when they told her Parcinus was
very ill, her piercing grief, and violent oppreliion,,
raifed pity in all the women about her. One
night, when they were all a fleep, cne of them
went foftly to the princefs, and feeing the cryltal
lamp burning: What is it you do, great prin-
¢ cefs! (faid fhe to her) put out that fatal light,
¢ your health depends upon it, preferve a life fo
valuable, from the cruelties of Danamo.” Alas,
s (replied the melancholy Irolita, in a languithing
¢ 2ir) the has made it{o miferable, that it is &
¢ lind of favour in the fairy to afford me the
¢ Means of putting an end o it: but, (continued
¢ (he, with an emotion that brought a colour in
¢ her face) whofe life does that golden = lamp
¢ prevail over? " ¢ Parcinus’s (replied Danamo’s
¢ confident, who, fpoke to the princefs by her
order; for that wicked fairy had 2 mind to tor-
ment her, by letting her know how cruel her fate
was. At this news the grief of having herfelf
taken care to put an end to Parcinus’s days, made
her lay fome time infenfible ; but when {he came
to herfelf, and in recovering her fenfes, refumed
her forrews. ¢ Odious fairy (faid fhe, when
¢ fhe had power to {peak) barbarous fairy !
B3 i3
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' *is not my death fufficient to appeafe thy rage?
¢ but to be more cruel, thou mufi deftroy, by my
* hands, a prince fo dear to me, who is deferving
‘ of the tendereft and mofl perfe@ love? byt

‘ rage invents, againft a paflion fo violeiit and
¢ faithful.’ The young princefs cried continually
over the fatal lamp, on which Parcinus’s Jife de-
pended, and lighted none but her own, which fhe
{aw burn with joy, as a facrifice {he offered up to
her love and lover. Al] this time that unhappy
Prince ‘was tormented with punifhments bis coy-
rage could not fupport; the fairy made the fol-
diers, who guarded him, and feigned to be fenfible
of that illuftrious prince’s forrows, teil him, ¢ That
¢ Irolita had confented to marry the prince Brutus
‘in a few days after he was Put into prifon,
¢ and -that the princefs feemed very well content
‘ with her marriage, at all the feafts that were
¢ made to celebrate it; and in thort, that fhe was
‘ gone away with her hufband.”  This was 2
misfortune the prince did not expect, and was the
only one that could be greater then his conftancy,
¢ What, my dear, Irolita, are you unfaithful to
‘ me (faid the fad prince) to be prince Brutus's ?
¢ you have only bewailed my misfortunes, and
¢ thought of putting an end to thofe my tendernefs
¢ eaufed you: but live happy ungrateful Iroljta 4/
¢ adore you unconftant as you are, and will die for
¢ my love, though not permitted the honour of
¢ dying for my princefs,”  Whilft the unfortunate
Parcinus was thus affliting himfelf, and the tender
Irolita was waifting her Jife to prolong her lover’s,
Danamo was afledted with Azira's defpair, who
died away with grief at the hard(hips of Parcinus,
In fhort, the cruel fairy perceiving, that to fave

her
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het daugher’s life, fhe muft pardon the prince
fuffered ber to go to {ce him, and to promife him
all he thould name, if he would marry her; andat
the {fame time refolved to have put Irolita to death,
a3 foon as the prince had accepted the propofitions,
The hopes of feeing Parcinus again, gave the me-~
lancholy” Azira new life; the queen bid her fend
to Trolita for the lamp, that fhe might be fure it
did not burn; which order feemed more cruel than
all the reft to the {orrowful Irolita. How great was
her uneafinefs for the life of Parcinus? ¢ Be not fo
¢ concerned for the life of that prince, (faid the
¢« women to her, who were about her) he is going
¢ to marry the princels Agzira, and it is fhe who,
¢ caveful of his life, fends for the lamp.’ . The
torment of jealoufy, which was wanting among
all her misfortunes, never till after thele words
had any fhare in her calamiries. Neverthelefs
* Azira went to {ee the prince, and offered herfelf
and kingdoms to him, pretending to be ignorant
that he had heard of Irolita’s marriage with Brutus;
by which exam ple fhe would have convinced him,
he had carried his conftancy tco far. Parcinus, to
whom nothing was valuable but his beloved
Trolita, prefered his prifon and fufferings before
liberty and ewpire. Aziva defpaired at his re=
fufal, and her grief rendered her equally unhappy
with that prince. ;

During this time the fairy Favourable, who till
then had boafted of the infenfibility of her heart, was
not able to refift the charms of a young prince in
her court, who was in love with her; and this
fairy could not have refolved to liften to him, had
not the pride of her foul been overcome by this
violence of her paffion. In fhort, {he yielded to
the defire of letting him know how he triumphed.
The pleafure of fpeaking to what we love, feemed
then {o charming to her, and {o worthy of being

19 e defired,
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defired, that approving what fhe had' blamed" fo
much, {he came in hafte to the Affiftance of Par-
cinus and the fair Irolita,

Had the ftaid a ljttle longer, it would have been:
too late, the fatal lamp of Irolita had but fix days.
to burn, and the grief of the unhappy Parcinus had
almoft put an end to his days. Favourable arrived:
at Danamo’s palace; and as her power was fupe-
rior to hers, the would be obeyed in fpite of (he.
wicked fairy, The prince was fetched out of his
prifon, from whence he would not ftir, till he was-
affured by Favourable, that the fajr Irolita might
ftill be his. He appeared for all hig palenefs, as
handfome as the day, and went with the fairy
Favourable to the princefs’s caftle, whofe lamp
caft but a glimmering light. The dying Irolita
would not confent to have it put out, ’till fhe was
affured of the fidelity of her happy lover, No
words or expreffions are lively and tender enough,
to give an idea of their joy to fee each other again,
Favourable made them inftantly refume their for-
mer charms, and endowed them with a long life
and conflant happinefs; but for their tendernefs.
{he had nought to add to that. Danamo, outrage-
ous to {ee her authority defeated, killeq herfelf,.
leaving the fateof Azira and Brutusentirely to Iro-
lita, who took no other revenge than marrying
them both together, Parcinus wag generous as
conftant, accepted only of his fathers kingdom,
and left thofe of Danamo’s to Azira, The nuptials
of the prince and divine Irolita, were folemnized:
with great magnificence; and ‘after having paid
their acknowledgements 1o Favourable, and re-
warded the flave, and prudent Mana, they fet out
for their kingdom ; where the prince and lovely
Irolita enjoyed the happinefs of a pailion, as tender
and conftant in theijr profperity, as it was violent.

and faithful in thejr adverfity,
THE
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of a certain country, who had two fine boys,
whom the queen took {uch care to have well bred;.
that they improved greatly. Her majefty was
never brought to bed, but {he fent to invite the
fairies to her labour, and begged them to tell her
her child’s fortune as {foon as it was born,

She became with child again, and was delivered
of a daughter, fo very fair, that every one who
{1 her was in love with her. Thequeencominand=
od the fairies to be very well treated; and when
they were almoft ready to take their leaves of her,
{he defired them not to forget their good cuftom, but
to tell her what fhould happen to Rofetta, (fo the
infant princefs was called.) The fairies told her,
they had left their {cherae book at home,. and
would come another time £ fatisfy her. Ah, {ays
the queen, this does not prophefy good; yow
are not willing to trouble me with an unwelcome

Es predicsion

E }PON a time, there was a king and queen
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 Prediion: fpeak freely Ibeg itof you ; let me
know the worft of her fate; hide nothing from
* me,’ They all defired to be excufed; and the
more backward they were to tel] her fortune, the
miore eager che queen was to know, At laft the
chief of them faid, ¢ We are afraid, madam, Ro-
fetta will be the caufe of a very great misfortune
to her brothers, and that they will die for her fome-
‘how or other. - This is all that we can forefee of
¢ the fair princefs, and we are very forry we
¢ have no better information to give you,” The
fairies went away, and deft the queen fo melan-
choly, that the king took notice of it, and de-
manded the reafon. She anfwered, ¢ That fitting
¢ too near the fire, the happened to burn all the
¢ flax on her fpindle.’ ¢ Is that a] (quoth the
¢ king’:) So he goes up into the garret, and
fetched her more flax than fhe could {pin in a hun-
dred years, :
‘The queen coatinued melancholy, and the king
being inquifitive to know the caufe of it, the re-
plied, ¢ That walking near the river-fide, fhe let
‘ one of her green fattin flippers fall into the
* water.- “Is that all (quoth the king.”) He
prefently fet all the fhoe-makers in the kingdom
‘to work, and brought her ten thoufand pair of
green [attin flippers to make up the matter. Stij]
fhe continued as melancholy as ever, He afked
her the caufe of it again, She told him, ¢ That
“ eating one day with too hafty an appetite, fhe
‘ chanced to fwallow her wedding ring, which
‘ fhe had upon her finger.” The king knowing
the did not fpeak truththen (for he had locked up
the ring) {aid to her, ¢ My dear wife, this can-
‘not be true, for Ilav: your ring fafe under
‘lock and ‘key;’ and ne immediately went and
fetched it. The queen finding fhe was caught in
an untruth, one of the foulelt crimes in the world,
: 3 ’ 0
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to vindicate herfelf, confeffed what the fairies had
foretold of little Rofetta, and defired him, if he
could think of means to prevent it, to let her know
it. The king was mightily concerned, and faid to
the queen, he koew no way of preventing the
delirudtion of their two fons; but to kill the child
while {he was in her {waddling clothes. His
wife wifthed fhe might die herfelf firft, and bid
him contrive fome other means to fave their two
boys, for fhe would never confent to that.

The king and queen thinking of nothing elfe,
fludied fo many ways, that in the end they
thought they had found out one. The queen was
informed that there was an- old hermit in a wood
near the city, whofe dwelling was in a hollow
tree, and that he was a wonderful perfon in mat-
ters of counfel. She therefore refolved to go and
confult him, the faries not having told the re-
medy when they predicted the evil. She rofe one-
morning early, mounted on a little white. mule
fhod with gold; and was attended by two of her
maids of honour on hor{e-back, each upon a fine
horfe. When the queen and her maids arrived at
the entrance of the wood, they alighted, and walk-
ed on foot to the place where the old hermit lived
:1 his tree. The folitaire did not like to {ee wo-
men ; but when he{aw it was the queen, he cried,
¢ you are welcome, what would you have of me?’
She than related what the fairies had foretold her
of Rofetta; and afked his advice in the cafe. He
bade her fhut the princefs up in a tower, and
never let her come out of it. The queen thanked
him, gave him alms, and returned to tell the king
her adventure.

His majelty approving of the hermit’s counfel,
ordered a large tower to be built, and enclofed his
daughter in it. There {he lived; and that fhe
might not be weary of fo retired a life, the king,

6 queen,
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queen,. and her two brother, vifited her ‘every-
day. The eldeft of them was called the great
prince, and the youngeft the little prince, for dif-
tinction fake. - They loved their fifter moft dearly,
for {he was one of the beft and moft beautiful crea-
tures in the world, and the leaft glance of hers
was worth. an hundred pounds. When fhe was.
fifteen years old, the great prince faid to the-
king, ¢ Papa, they fay that my fifter is big enough
¢ to be married: fhall not we go foon to her wed-
¢ ding P’ the little prince fpoke to the fame ef-
fe& to the queen; and their majefties amufed them
with evafive anfwers, without taking notice of
the marriage,

At Iaft the king and queen fell very ill, and
died both in one day. Difmal was the flate of
the court; every one was in tears! nothing was
to.be feen but black coats and gowns, and nothing
to be heard but tolling of bells, Rofetta above all
wanted to be comnforted, for the lofs of {o good a
mother..

When the king and queen were buried, the-
marquiffes and dukes of the kingdom conducted:
the great prince to a throne of Gold and dia-
monds, on which he afcended, had a royal crown
put upon his head, and was arrayed in robes of
purple velvet, embroidered with a fun and ftars.
Then the whole court thouted, ¢ Long live the
* king”” and their forrow for their late majefties
death was forgot in their joy for his prefent ma-
jefty’s fucceffion.

The king and his brother conferring together,,
{poke to this purpofe: Now the power is in our
® own hands, let us releafe our {ifter out of the
‘ tower, wherein fhe has alteady been too long
‘ thutup.’ |t wasno fooner faid than done, They
had only a garden to crofs, and they came to the
tower, .which was built in one corner of it, as

high
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high as it could be made; for the late king and
queen refolved {he {hould ftay there all her life-
time. Rofetta was then embroidering a robe in @
frame which ftood before her; but asfoon as{he
faw her brothers, {he rofe, and taking the king by
the hand, addrefled hetfelf to him in thele words:
¢ goad MOIrow, fir; you are now king, and I am
& now your poor obedient fervant; I beg you to
¢ let me come out of this tower, for I am quite
¢ tired with ftaying here.’ She then burft out into
2 flood of tears. The king embracd her, bade:
her not weep, for he came there on purpofe to fetch
her thence, and carty her to a fine palace. The
prince’s pockets were full of fweet-meats, which
he gave to Rofetta., > Come (fays he) let us leave
¢ this flthy tower: do not affli& thylelf, the king
¢ will get theea hufband ina little while.’

When Rofetta faw the garden full of flowers,.
fruits, and fountains, (he was fo ravifhed that {he:
eould not fay a word, for {he had never feen any:
thing like it before. She gazed about her as if
fhe had been wild; fometimes walked; and fome-
times ftopped: fhe gathered the fruits of the
trees, the flowers in the borders. Fretillion, her
little dog, who was as green as 4 parrot, and had
but one ear, danced all the way before her, and
jumped and capered about as if he was as glad 2s-
his, miftrefs that they were got out into the frefl

. aifh

T he company were well pleafed with Fretillion’s:
frifking and leaping over the walks; when all of a
fudden he ran to a little wood. The princefs fol-
lowed her dog, and never was woman more afto-
nifhed than fhe was at the fight of a buge peacock,
that ftrutted as fhe approached him, and fpread out:
his tail. She was fo charmed with him, and
thought him fo very fine, that fhe could not take her
eyes off of him. The king and prine¢ tollowed.

her,
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her, afked what fhe was o taken with? fhe thewed
them the peacock, and afked what it was. They
told her it was a bird which they fometimes eat of.
¢ How (faid fhe) are you {o cruel to kill and eat {o
¢ lovely a bird? I here proteft to you, that I will
‘ never marry with any one but the King of the
¢ Peacocks, and when I am queen, I will hinder
‘ your eating them.” The king was furprifed at
this beyond meafure: ¢ But, fifter, (replied ‘he)
¢ where will you find the King of the Peacocks 7
¢ Where you pleafe (quoth the princefs,) but I

¢ never marry anyone elfe.”
Upon this the two brothers conducted her to
their . palace, whither the peacock was brought,
and carried to her bed-chamber, for fhe was
‘mightily enamoured of him, All the ladies who
had not feen Rofetta, came to wait upon her, and
make their court; when {fome brought her com-
fits, others fugur-plumbs, others robes of cloth of
gold, others ribbons, others toys, others em-
broidered fhoes, adorned with pearls and dia-
monds: every body gave her fomething to welcome
her abroad; and fhe was fo very obliging, courte-
cus,and thankful for what fhe had teceived at the
hands of ber vifitants, that they all of them went
away very well fatisfied.  While fhe was taken up
with a great deal of company, the king and the
prince endeavoured to find out the King of the Pea-
cocks, if there was any fuch monarch in the world.
They thought it convenient to have their fifter’s
picture drawn, to fhew to the prince with the
broad tail, if they fhould happen to light upon
him; and it was indeed drawn fo beautifully, that
it wanted fpeech only to be as lovely as the origi-
nal. When that was done, the two brothers told
the princefs, that fince fhe would marry nobody but
the King of the Peacocks, they would g0 together
all over the world in fearch ofhim. Ifwefind him,
: we
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we will bring him to you with- joy: in the mean.
time do you take care of our kingdom till we
return. T '

Rofetta thanked them for the trouble they took
far her fake, and a{fured them [he would carefully
govern. the kingdom in their ablence; during
which all her delight would be in the lovely pea-
cock in her chamber, and the tricks of the little Fre-~
tillion. So they bade each other adieu, not with-
out fome fhowers of tears at parting.

As they faid, they did: the king and prince
rambled up and down, afking every where for the
King of the Peacocks ; nobody knew him. They
went [o far, fo very far, that nobody ever went
farther.

They arrived at the kingdom of Locufts, and
never faw the like before, there was fuch a buz-
zing, that his majelty was afraid of lofing his
hearine. He afked one of them, who looked to be
a locuft of parts, if he could tell where he might
fnd the King of the Poacocks, ¢ 'Sie,(replied the
¢ infe®) hi- kingdom is thirty thoufand leagues
¢ off; you have gone out oft your way to ics
¢« How do you know that? (fays tae king) ¢ Oh,
¢ fir, (quoth the Locuft) we know you Very well,
¢ for we come every year to {pend two or three
¢ monthsin your gaw ens.’ Immediately the king
and his brother became acquainted with the Locuft,
and many civil things paffed between them. They
dified together, and his majefty and his highnels
took delight, in viewing the curiofities of the
country, where the leaft leaf om a tree was wotth
a guinez. When they had been kindly treated by
their hoft, they proceeded in their journey; and
knowing the way to the place they were bound to,
1t was not long before they arrivedatit. . Thetrees
were all loaded with Peacocks, and the aumber of
them fo great, that their chuckling might be heard

twao
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two leagues off. Says the king to his brother,
- ¢ If the King of the Peacocks fhould be a Peacock
¢ himfelf, how can our fifter pretend to have him:
“for a hufband? we fhould be made to confent to
- *1it; and what a fine alliance will {he engage us-
“in! befides, what an. honour jt will be to us to
¢ have a little Pea chicken for our nephew!” The
prince was as much concerned about it as the king..
‘It is a wretched fancy of her’s (quoth he) who
¢ could put it into her head, that there was fuch a
creature upon the earthas the King of the Peacocks 7
When they arrived at the capital eity they
faw it was full of men and women, but that their
cloaths were all made of Peacocks feathers,
which they. met with wherever they came. They
found the king taking the air in a rich little coach
of gold and diamonds. This monarch was. {o
handfome, that the king and prince were charmed
with him. His hair was fair, curled and long;
his complexion fair alfo; and on his head he-
wore ‘& crown . made of a peacock’s tail.. Whens
he efpied them, he imagined by their drefs that
they were ftrangers: and to inform himfelf con--
cerning them, ftopped his coach, and ordered
them to be called to him.
The king and prince approached him; made him
a very low bow, faying, ¢ Sir, we are come from a
¢ far country, to fhew to you a lovely pidture y°
and then pulled out that of their filter, which they
carried in a cafe. When the King of the Pea-
cocks {faw it, ¢ T do not believe (faid he) there is
¢ {fo beautiful a lady in the univerfe.” The
king an{wered, ¢ She is a hundred times hand--
¢ fomer than her picture. ’ Youbanter'me (quoth
¢ the monarch of the fine tailed nation.’) *The
prince then took his brothcy’s part. ‘¢ Sir (faid he)
“my brother is a fovercign as well as yourfﬁcl}f :
g
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¢ he iscalled the king, and I am called the prince =
¢ our fifter, whofe picture you fee here, is named
¢ Rofetta. We are come to alk you if you will -
¢ marry her: fhe is handfome and difcreet, and’
¢ we will give you with her a bufhel of crowns of
¢ gnld. ¢ Say you fo (quoth the King of the Pea-
¢ cocks) I will marry her withall my heart: but
¢ be you fure thatfhe is as handfome as her picture,.
¢ for otherwife you fhall be both put to death.’
¢ Agreed (replied Rofetta’stwo brothers.”) ¢ Then,
¢ here (fays the king to the captain of his guards)
¢ put thefe two perfons into prifon ; they fhall re-
¢ main there till the princefs arrives.” The prin-
ecs obeyed, without making any difficulty of it,
for they knew Rofetta was handfomer than her
_ portrait.

During their confinement they were treated to a-
wonder: the king came often: to vifit them, and
hung Rofetta’s picture up in his palace, being {o:
enamoured with it, that he could not fleep night
por day, the image of the fair lady running al-
ways in hismind. The king and the prince wrote
from their prifon to the princels by the poft, to:
come away with all fpeed, for the King of the
Peacocks expected her.  They did not let her know
they were prifoners, for fear of troubling her too
much.

When {he received the letter, fhe was {fo over-
joyed fhe could hardly contain herfelf. She told
every body fhe met, the King of the Peacocks was
found, and fhe was to marry him. Bonfires were
prefently lighted through all the city: the cannon
difcharged; the choiceft viands and fweet-meats
were devoured by cart-loads; and the princefs for
three days kept open houfe, treating all her guefts
with the richelt wines, After which fhe beftowed
Ler fine babies on her beft friends, and, commit-
ting the government to the oldeft and. wileft per-

fons
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fons of the city, recommending to them to have 2
care of the flate, to fpend nothing, but to fave all
they could for the king ; packed up her baggage,
and departed, leaving her Peacock behind her,
having given the egents a firidt charge to be
careful of him, Her dog Fretillion, her nurfe, and
folter-fifter, were the only companions of' her
voyage, for fhe went by %ea, She carried with
her the buthel of crowns of gold that were to be
her portion, and cha nge of fuits (ufficient to laft
her ten yeats, at two fuits a day,  She did no-
thing but fing and dance: and her nurfe was al-
ways enquiring of the mafter of the vellel, whether
they were not come near the kingdom of the Pea-
cocks? he fiil] anfwered, ¢ No, no.” She afked
him fill, ¢ Are we now come?” ¢ Have a little pa-
¢ tience good woman (quoth the tar) we fhall ar-
¢ rive in good time.’: ¢ Are we come now? (fayg
! the nurfe dgain,’) ¢ Yes, you arve come (replied

- ¢ the mariner.’) And when he had faid it,” fhe

drew up near him, feated herfelf down by him, and
fpoke to him thus: ¢ It is now in_thy power to
¢ make thyfelf as rich as thou pleafelt; do as I
¢ would have thee, and thou thalt have as much
 money as thou wilt,’ Heanfwered, ¢ What muft
‘1 doforit? ¢ wij] give thee thy pocket full
¢ of guineas (quoth fhe’,) « Wil you {o, fays the
* mariner, 1 defiré no better fport; let us finger
¢ them as foon as you pleale’.  The nuirfe went
on, * What I require of you in return is, that this

¢ night, when the princels isa fleep, ‘thou wilt

“ help me to throw her into the fea; when fhe is
¢ drowned, I will drefs wy daughter up in her
¢ cloaths, and we will carry her to the King of
¢ the Peacocks, who will marry her; and for thy

¢ reward thou fhalt have a diamond bracelet.
The mariner was lurprifed at the nurfe’s cruel
propofal. ¢ It is pity (faid he) to drown fu‘c? a
ar
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¢ fair princefs.” But the wicked woman cured his
{cruples with a bottle or two of wine, and he a-
greed to ferve her.

About midnight, the princefs being faft afleep,
with her little dog Fretilion by her, the nurie
went to the mariner, and made him enter Rofetta’s
cabin: They took her up, bed and all, and threw
her into the fea, her fofter fifter lending her
belping hand. The princels did not wake with
the fir they made, nor with the blow of the fall;
but what was happy for her the feathers of her
bed were pheenix’s, which are very rare, and
have that good quality, they never fink, fo Rofetta
{fivam upon her bed as fafely, and as much at her
eafe, as if fhe had been in the veffel. The water
by degrees however wetted the matting firft, and
then the bed and blankets. The princefs feeling
the wet about her, was at firft a little alarmed,
but was quickly recovered.

Her turning herfelf from one fide to the other
waked Fretillon, who had an excellent nofe, and
{melt the foles and flounders that were near him
He fell a barking, fo that it waked all the other
fifh, who began to {fwim about them. The great
fi{h ran their heads againft the princefs’s bed,
which being faftened to nothing, was toffed to and
fro like a fhuttle-cock, My lady wondered what
was the matter. ¢ How, (fays the) does our vel-
¢ fel dance fo upon the water 7 I never lay fo un-
¢ cafy in my life asI have done to-night.” Fre-
tillon in the mean while barked at the fifh fo
loudly, that the nurfe and mariner heard him.
¢ That rogue of a dog (faid fhe) s, I warrant ye,
¢ drinking our healths with his miftrefs; let us
¢ not mind them, but make to port as faft as we
¢ can:’ And it was not long before they arrived
at the King of the Peacock’s capital,

The
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~ The monarch ordered a hkundred coaches;,’
drawn by all forts of rare beafts, to meet the

* princefs at the fea fide, Some were drawp by

lions, fome by bears, forre by ftags, wolves,.*
horfes, oxen, affes, eagles, aned peacocks., The
coach which Rofetta was to ride in, was drawn by

fix blue monkeys, who capered and danced, and

Played a thoufand Pretty tricks: Their harnefs
was made of erimfon velvet, with plates of gold,

The king commanded fixty young virging to wait

upon.her at her arrival, They were dreffed in
all forts of colours » and filver and gold were the:
leaft things about them.

The nurfe had taken 4 great deal of pains to fet
off her daughter; fhe dreffed her head with Rofetta’s
diamonds, and clothed her in her fineft rcbes,
But with al] her finery fhe was ¢xceeding ugly =
Her hair was black and greafy ; her eyes {quinted ;:
the was hump-backed, and of {uch an ill-humour,
that the was always a {colding,

Whenthe King of the Peacock’s fervants faw her-
come out of the yeflel, they were ftruck dumb:
with aftonifhment, ¢ \Whe is here (quoth fhe)
¢ What, are you all faft afleep? Go, go, ye rafcals,
¢ fetch me fomething to cat, or I will have you al]-
¢ hanged.’ They were flartled at her threats,,
and faid one to another, ¢ What filthy beaft is come
“amonglt us; fhe is a5 ill-natured as fhe is ugly +
¢ Our king is finely helped up in a wife: there
¢ was no need of fending to the end of the world:
¢ for fuch a lady as this is,’ The pretended prin-
cels continued hey airs, and for little of nothing-
iell foul upon her attendants with her tongue and
fift. {

Her equipage being very great, fhe could not

o faft along, She lolled in her coach like a
gueen: but the peacocks, who had pofted them-
Lelves on the trees thereabouts, to falute her, as

the
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The paffed by, intending to welcome her with fhouts
of ¢ Long live the fair queen Rofetta,” when they
{faw this fair creature, cried out, * Fie, fie, how
¢ ugly {he is" The jade, enraged at them, bid
“her guards kill thofe rafcally peacocks; dare they
affront and rail at me! the peacocks laughed at
her and flew away. ‘

The rogue of a rariner, who faw what pafled,
whifpered to the nurfe, * Mother we are in a {orry
¢ condition: your daughter fhould have been a
¢ little handfomer.” She replied, ¢ Hold your
4 tongue, you blockhead, or you will fpoil all.

The king receiving Intimation that the princefs
approached ; ¢ Well {aid he to his courtiers, have
4 the two brothers told me truth? is {he hand-
¢ fomer than her picture.” They anfwered, ¢It
¢ were to be withed, fir, that {he would prove as
% handfome.” ¢ I defire no more, fays the king;
4 Jet us go and fee what fhe is:’ for by this time
the mock princefs and her train were arrived in
the great court in the palace; and the noife was
{fuch, that he could not diftinguifh what they faid,
only he could hear fome of the crowd that were
neareft to him cry, ¢ Out upon her, how ugly
¢ fhe is!"” The king thought they fpoke it of fome
dwarf or monkey that {he had brought along with
her, for he could not imagine that it was {he her-
felf they faid this of.

Rofetta’s picture was carried before the king at
the end of a long ftaff, and his majefty followed it
gravely with his barons, his peacocks, and the
ambafladors of the feveral kingdomas refident in
his court. The king was very impatient to fee
his dear Rofetta; but when he faw her ladyfhip, it
was feared he would drop down dead in the place:
He fell in the moft terrible paflion that ever was
feen: he tore his garments, and would not come
near her, being afraid of her as if fhe had been a
fiend, and nota human creature,

6 Have
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* Have thefe two villains, whom I have in pri.
¢ fon (faid he) had the impudence to make a jeft
¢ of me, and propofe a baboon to me for a wife ?
¢ they fhall die: go take that gipfey, her nurfe,
‘-and he that brought them, throw them into the
¢ dungeon in my great tower; I will make ex-
¢ amples of them all,’ 2,

In the mean time, the king and his brother,
who were prifoners, hearing their fifter was arrived
and was making her public entry, had dreffed
themfelves as fine as they could to receive her:
but, inftead of opening their prifon doors to fet
them at liberty, the gaoler came with twenty
foldiers, and carried them down into a dark dun-
geon, which was full of naftinefs and vermin, and
where they food up to their necks in water., No-
thing can be imagined more dreadfu] to perfons of
their rank. ¢ Alas (faid they to one another) it is
‘ an unhappy wedding-day to us! What could
be the caule of their fufferings they could not
conceive, only they faw their death was refolved
on, and were both in a2 moft deplorable ftate of
defpair, Three days paft over their heads, and
they heard no tidings of any thing. At laft the
King of the Peacocks came, and railed at themjthro’
a hole.  You have ufurped the title of king and
prince to deceive me, and impofe your fifter on
me; butyou are all a company of rafcals, that do
not deferve the water that youdrink: I fhall take
a courfe with you: your judges are preparing for
your trial, and the rope is making that is to hang
you. ¢ King of the Peacocks (replied the king in
‘ arage) do not make fo much hafte, you may
¢ repent it one time or other: [ am a king as well
“as yourfelf; I have a large kingdom, royal
¢ robes, crowns and money in good ftore. You
¢ are merry fure, when you talk of hanging us:
* have we ftolen any thing from you ?’

, Whes
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When the king heard him fpeak with fo much
relolution, he could mot tell what to do: he had
‘afmoft a mind to releafe them, and fend them
‘home withtheir fifter; butoneofhis fayourites (a
true court fiatterer) confirmed him in his defign
to have them tied up; otherwife, he faid, every
body would fcorn him, to be tricked by fuch forry
fellows. He than fwore he would never forgive
them, and ordered that they fhould be brought to
-a trial; which did not laft long, for there was no
need of much proof : the portrait of the real Ro-
fetta was produced, as allo the perfon of the
countetfeit. The impofture was plain: fo the
two princes were condemned to be behcaded as
cheats, for having promifed the king a beautiful
princefs, and inftead of fuch a one, prefented him
with an ugly wench hardly fit for his groom.

The judges went in great folemnity to the
prifon, to pronounce the princes fentence; who
cried out, they had not putany trick uponhim;
that their fifter was a princefs, and as bright as
the day; that there muft be fome miftake in the
matter ; and delired refpite of execution for feven
days, in which time their inuocence might be
made appear. The King of the Peacccks, who
was mightily enraged at them, could hardly be
perfuaded to favour them fo far; but atlaft he was
prevailed with to {pare their lives {o long.

While things went on thus at court, the poor
princels Rofetta was in a miferable condition. As
foon as day broke, {he was amazed to find herfelf
in the middle of the fea, and Fretillion in no lefs
amazement than his miftrefs.  She wept, and wept
a5 if The meant to fwell the ocean with her tears.
The fith who beheld them, pitied the forrowful
princefs. She knew not what to do, nor what to
think. ¢ Certainly (faid fhe to herfelf) 1 wasflung
* here by the King of the Peacock’s order; he re-

¢ pents
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‘'pents of marrying me, and to get rid of me
¢ would have me drowned. Heisa firange fort
¢ of a,man furely, for I {hould have loved him fo
¢ well, and we fhould have lived fo comfortably

than ever, for {he could not help loving him,

Two days fhe remained floating upon the fea,
foaked to the Vvery bone, numbed with cold, and
almoit ready to give up the ghoft: and indeed,
had it not been for the company of her dear Fre-
tillion, {he had died » hundred times in thofe two
days, if it had been poflible.  She was very hun-
8ty; but fhe took up oyfters as many as fhe could,
and {wallowed them, Fretillion did not Iove them,
Yet as he muft eat them or flarve, it brought his
flomach too a little, When night came, Rofetta’s
fears increafed; and quothhe to her dog, ¢ Bark,
¢ Fretillion, leaft the fifh cat us,” He barked aJf
night, and the current drove the princefs’s bed on

ore, near an old man’s houfe, who lived alone
in a little cottage, where nobody ever came to fee
kim. Hewas very poor, and did not mind worldly
goods, provided he had eafe ang fuftenance,
when he heard Fretillion bark he was {urprifed,
and could not tell whether he was awake oy
afleep, their being no dogs in his neighbour-
hood. He imagined that fome travellers were
got out of their way, and éame out of his hut with
a charitable intention to put them into it. QOp 3
fudden he efpied the princefs and Fretillion fwim-
ming on the fea; and the prineefs feeing}u’m,
held up her hand, crying out. ‘Help me father,
“or we fhall perifh: 1 have languifhed already
¢ thefe two days.’

When he heard her make that pitiful moan, hLe
was touched to the heart with compaflion, ran into
his houfe to fetch out 2 long pole with a crook at
the end, to pull the bed afhore, and went into the

{ea
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fea up to his chin to hale her out, which not with-
eut much difficulty and danger he effe®ed. Ro-
fetta and Fretillion rejoiced both when they fet foot
on dry ground. She thanked the good man for
affifting her, and wrapped herfelf up in her cover-
lid; then, barefooted as fhe was, the walked to
his. cottage, where he lighted a fire of dry leaves,
and took his late wife’s bed‘gown, with fome
clean fhoes and ftockings, to clothe the princefs;

who, thus dreffed like a country girl, looked as

fair as the morning, and Fretillion leaped about to
divert her,

And when the perils of the deep were o'er,

With food [upply’d the famrmrr Sair afhore;
None ever fuch an ujeful creature knew,

Or dog fo ferviceable and [o true.

Rofetta who Jo much had [u uffered, [par'd

T he traitors, fearful of their crime’s 1ewa)d

Learn ye, who have been injur’d, to forgive

dike her, and to refirain your vmffca7zce/1rzv
Befides that fortune, now your friend, may change,
*1is greater to forgive, than to revenge.

+  The good old man perceived that Rofetta was a
lady of quality, for the coverlid of her bed was
cloth of gold and filver, and her quilt of fattin.
He begged her to tell him her adventures, and
promifed not tofay a word, if fhe exacdted lilence
from him. To fatisfy him, fhe told him the whole
ftory trom one end to the other, ending her re-
lation with tears; for fhe ftill believed that the
king of the Peacocks had ordered her to be
drowned. ¢ What fhall 1 get for you, that you
¢ may eat? (quoth the old” man) fo great a prin-
¢ cefs as you muft have been ufed todainties; and
¢ as for me, I have nothing but my brown bread

¢ and
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¢ and turnips, which will be but a forry meal for
¢ your highnefs: if you would give me leave I will
¢ goand tellthe King of the Peacocks that you are
¢ hete; for certainly, as foon as he fees you, he
¢ will marry you." ¢ Ah! (replied Rofetta) heisa
¢ 1ogue, he would have me drowned; but if you
¢ have a little bafket, tie it about my dog’s neck,
¢ and he wil! be more unfortunate than ever I knew
¢ him, if he does not fetch us fom eprovifions.’
The old man brought out a bafket, and gave it the
princefs, who tied it about Fretillion’s neck, faying,
¢ Go, firrah, to the beft pot i the city, and
¢ britg me what is in it.” Fretillion ran to the
town, and the king's pot being the beft, went
ftraight to the kitchen royal, opened the pot, took
out what was within it, and returned to his miftrefs.
Rofetta patted him on the back, and bade him go
back and do his office again. ~ Fretillion returned a
fecond time, fo loaded with bread and wine,
fruits and {weet-meats, that he could hardly lug
them a long. When the King of the Peacocks
called for his dinner, the cook examining the pot
that was over the fire, found there was nothing in
it, and the defert was alfo miffing. The fervants
of the houfehold ftared upon one another, and
could not guels how it was gone. The Kinz fell
into a violent paflion: however, he was forced to
go without his dinner. ¢ Well, ({aid he) let me
¢ have fomething roafted for fupper, or you fhall
¢ pay for it feverely.’ Supper-time being come,
fays the princefs to Fretillion, ¢ Go to town, and
¢ fetch me the beft thing out of the beft kitchen
¢ there.,” The dog who had been taught to fetch
and carry, did as hismiftrefs commanded him ; and
knowing no kitchen better than the king's, went
thither; entered it{oftly, and very dextroufly carried
off the roat meat. He returued to the princels
with his bafket full; and fhe commanding him

again
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again to do his office, he went to the palace again,
and broucht away the defert a fecond time,

The King having no dinner, had a good fto-
mach to his fupper, and ordered it to be ready
- early ; but there was nothing for him, which threw
him intoa greater rage than before. He raved
and ftormed, but all to no purpofe; the roafted
meat was gone, and he was:compelled to co te
bed fupperlefs. He was {ervedthe fame trick the
next day at dinner and fupper: {o that his ma-
jefty lived three days without eating or drinking :
for whenever he fat down, the meat was always
miffing. The chief favourite and minifter, who
was concerned for the health of the King, hid him-
{elf in a little corner of the kitchen, and kept his
eye upon the pot that was over the fire. He had
not ftayed there long, before, to his great furprife,
he faw a little green dog with oneear enter {oftly,
open the pot, take out the meat, and put it into his
bafket: he followed, to fee where he went: the
dog ran dire&ly to his miftrefs at the old man’s
houfe. The favourite returned to court, and told
the king “rhat he had feen, and that bOth his I‘OHR:
meat and boiled meat was every day carried to a
poor peafant’s houfe. The King was amazed at
it, and commanded the country man to be brought
before him. The prime minifter took fome fer=
jeants with him, and away they went to the pea-
fant’s houfe, where they found the princefs and
the old man at dinner, eating his majefty’s boiled
and roaft very contentedly. The favourite bade
the ferjeants apprehend them: fo Rofetta, the old
man and Fretillion, were bound and led away to the
palace. ]

When they arrived there, word was brought to the
King; who anfwered, to-morrow is the laft day
that thefe two cheats have to live; let the thief

Fa whe
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who robbed me of my dinner die with them. He
then entered the hall of juftice to try the crimi-
nals; the old man fell upon his knees, and pro-
mifed to confefs all, if he would Ipare his life.
While he was fpeaking the king looked upon the
fair princefs, and pitied her when he faw her
weep: but when the old man declared that fhe was
the princefs Rofetta, whom the wicked nurfe and
mariner had thrown into the fea; though the
King was faint enough with three days fafting, he
gave three leaps for joy, that fhewed his ma-
jefty could cut-a caper with the nimbleft of them,
He ran to the princefs, unbound her, embraced
her; and faid he loved her dearly.

He prefently gave orders to bring forth the
princes ; who imagined it was to.thejr execution,
held d:wn their heads like condemned men, The
nurfe and her daughter were alfo fent for. When -
they all met together, they all knew one another,
The princefs threw her arms about her brothers
necks: the nurfe and mariner begged pardon
upon their knees. ‘The king and the princefs
were fo everjoyed, that they forgave them. The
good old countryman was liberally rewarded, and
bad an apartment in the palace, where he lived
all his life-time afterwards. The King of the
Peacocks did his utmoft fo make the princes
amends for their fufferings. The nurfe reftored
Rofetta her rich robes and the bufhel of crowns
of gold. The nuptial feftivai lafted Bfteen
days; every one was pleafed, not excepting
even Fretillion, who would eat nothing for the fu-
ture but the wings of partridges,

The
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THE MORAL

Heaven is our guard, and innocence its care,
Nor need the juft the worft of dangers fear :

It pities the defencelefs virgin’s grief,

And fends her, when fbe calls, help and relief;
It arms the fureft fuccour and the beft,
Delivers and revenges the difirefs'd.

When fair Rofetta on the waves was tofl,
W hat hope had fhe to reach the diftant coaft ?
Who that had heard the billows round her roar
Could think [he ever could have gain’d the fbore ?
Who would not have believ'd her lovely fle/p
Would be fome hungry whale's delicious Dijb 2

Soft pity muft kave melted all his frame,
To view the dangers of the floating dame.
Heav'n heard her cries, or foon /be’d been a prey
To death and the fell monflers of the Jea.
His part her little dog Fretillion play’d,
Who fuapt the finny foes to fuve the maid.

191
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THE
C.URI(A)US. ”STORY
BF TIRZ
WHITE MO’USE.

YN the kingdom of Bonbobbin, which, by the
E Chinefe annals appears to have Hourifhed twenty
thoufand years ago, there reigned a prince, en-
dowed with every accomplithment which generally
diftinguifhes the fons of kings. His beauty was
brighter than thefun, The fun, to which he was
nearly related, would fometimes flop his courfe,
in order to look down and admire him.

His mind was not Jefs perfect than hisbody ; he
knew all things without having ever read ; philofo-
phers, poets, and hiftorians fubmitted their works
to his decifion ; and fo penetrating was he, that he
could tell the merit of g book, by looking on the
cover. He made epick poems, tragedies, and
paftorals, with fm‘priﬁng facility ; fong, epigram
or rebus, was all ofie to him ; though, it is obferved
he could never finith an acroftick. In fhort, the
fairy who prefided at his birth, had endowed him
with almoft every perfection, or what was juft the
fame, his fubjedts were ready to acknowledge he

poffefled
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.
poffefled them all; and, for his own part, he knew
nothing to the contrary. A prince fo accomplifhed,
received a name fuitable to his merit: and he
was called Bonbenin-bonbobbin-bonbobbinet, which
fignifies enlightener of the fun.

As he was very powerful, and yet unmarried, all
the neighbouring kings earneftly fought his alli-
Sace, | Bachifentihis daughter, dreffed out in the
moft magnificent manner, and with the moft {fump-
tuous retinue imaginable, in order to allure the
prince : {o that, at one time, there were feen at
his court, not lefs than feven hundred foreign

rincelles, of exquifite fentiment and beauty, each
alone fufficient to make feven hundred ordinary
men happy. ;

Diftracted in fuch a variety, the generous Bon-
benin, had he not been obliged by the laws of the
empire to make choice of one, would very wil-
lingly have married them all, for none underftood
gallantry better. He {pent numberlels hours of fo-
licitude, 1n endeavouring to determine whom he
(hould choofe ; one lady was poffeffed of every per-
fection, but he difliked her eye-brows; another
was brigher than the morning ftar, but he ditap-
proved her fong whang; a third did nct lay white
enough on her cheek ; and the forth did not fuffici-
ently blacken her nails. At laft, after pumberlefs
difappointmernits on the one fide and the other, he
made choice of the incomparable Nanhoa, queen
of the fcarlet dragons. :

The prq,)amtions for the royal nuptials, 0T the
envy of the difappointed ladies, needs no del-
cription ; both the one and the other were as great
as they could be. The beautiful princefs was
conduéted, amidftadmiring multitudes to the royal
couch, where, after being divefted of every in-
cumbering ornament, he came more cheerful
than the morping; and, printing on her lips a

| . burning
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burning kifs, the attendants took this as a proper
fignal to withdraw,

Perhaps I ought to have mentioned, in the be.-
ginning, that among f{evera] other qualifications,
the prince was fond of collecting -and breeding
mice, which being an harmlefs paftime, none of
his counfellors thought proper todiffuade him from;
he therefore kept a great variety of thefe pretty
little animals, in the moft beautify] cages, enriched
with diamonds, rubies, emeralds, pearls, and
other precious fiones: thus he innocently {pent
four hours each day in contemplating their inno.-
cent little paftimes,

But, to proceed—The prince and princefs were
now retired to repofe: and though night and
fecrecy had drawn the curtain, yet delicacy re-
tarded thofe enjoyments which paffion prefented
to their view.—The Prince happened to Jook te-
wards the outfide of the bed, perceived one of the
moft beautiful animals in the world, a white
moufe with green eyes, playing about the floor,
and performing an hundred Pretty tricks, He wag
already mafter of blue mice, red mice, and mjce
with green eyes, was what he long endeavoured tg
poflefs: wherefore, Ieaping from bed, with the ut-
moft impatience and agility, the youthfy] Prince
attempted to feize the [itt]e charmer ; but it was
fled in a moment; for, alas! the moufe was fent
by a difcontented princefs, and was itfelf 4 fairy.

It is impoffible to defcribe the agony of the
Prince upon this occafion, He fought round ang
round every part of the Toom, even the bed where
the Princefslay was not exempt from the enquiry :
he turned the princefs on one fide and the other,
ftripped her quite naked, but no moufe was to be
found; the princefs herfelf was kind enough to
affift, but ftill to no purpofe,

Alas,
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s Alas, (crded the young prince in an agony)
¢ how unhappy am I to be thus difappointed?
¢ never fure was fo beautiful an animal {een: I
¢ would give half my kingdom and my princefs to
¢ him' that would find it.” The princefs, though
not much pleafed with the latter part of his offer,
endeavoured to comfort him as well as fhe could:
{he let him know that he had an hundred mice al-
ready, which ought to be at lealt fufficient to fatisfy
any philofopher like him. Though none of them
had green eyes, yet he fhould learn to thank hea-

ven that they had eyes. She told him (for fhe was -

a profound moralift) that incurable evils muft be
borne, and that ufelefs Jamentations were vain,
and that man was born to misfortunes: fhe even
entreated him to return to bed, and fhe would en-
deavour to lull him on her bofom to repofe: but
{till the prince continued inconfolable; and, res
garded her with 2 QRern air, for which his family
was remarkable; he vowed never to {leep in 2 royal
palace or indulge him{el{ in the innocent pleafures
of matrimony, till he/had found the moufe with
the green eyes.

When morning came, he publifhed an edict,
offering half his kingdom, and his princefs, to that
perfon who (hould catch and bring him the white
moufe with green €yes.

The edi®t was fcarcely publifhed, when all the
traps in the kingdom were baited with cheefe:
numberlefs mice were taken and deftroyed: but
il the much wifhed for moufe was not among the
number. The privy council were affembled more
than once to give their advice; but all their de-
liberations came to nothing; even though there
were two complete vermin-killers, and three pro=
feffed rat-catchers of the number. Frequent ad=
drefles, as is ufual on extraordinary occafions,
were fent from all paris of the cmpire; but

Fs though

t
»
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yet, with all their loyalty they

failed, when the

time came that the moyfe was to be caught,

he prince, therefore, was refulved to go hims
Telf in fearch, determined never to lay two nights
in one place, till he had found what he fought for,
‘Thus quitting his palace, without attendants, he

fet out upon his journey, and
many a defert, and croffed ma

travelled through
Dy a river, high

over hiHs, and down among vales, {ti]l reftlefs,
ftill €nquiring wherever he came: but no white .

moufe was to be found,

As one day, fatigued with his journey, he wag
fhading himfelf from the heat of the mid-day fun,

him : by her ftoop and the wrip
fhe feemed at leaft five hundre
the fpotted toad was not more
her fkin, ¢« Ap! prince Bonben
¢ bobinet (cried the creature) w

kles of her vifage,
d years old; and
freckled than was
in-bonbobbin-bon-
hat bas led you fo

* many thoufand miles from yeur own kingdom ?
¢ what is it you look for, and what induces you to

¢ travel into the kingdom of .t

he emmits ?’ The

prince who was exceffively complaifant, told her

- the whole ftory three times over

» for fhe was hard

of hearing. ¢ We]lfzig the old fairy, (for fuch fhe
‘was) I promife to Put you in poffeffion of the
* Whité"Moufe, with green eyes, and that imme-
¢ diately too, SPOH fane condition g < Ouecors
¢ dition (continued the prince in a rapture) name

¢ a thoufand ; | fhaj] undergo t
‘dare” -« Nay (interrupted th
‘ but one, and that not VEry m
‘ itisonly that you inftantly con

hem all with plea-
e old fairy) T afk
ortifying neither;
fentto marry me.

It
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It is impoffible to exprefs the Prince’s confufion
at this demand: he loved the moufe, but he de-
tefted the bride; he hefitated ; he defired time
to think upon the propofal. He would have been

lad to confult his ¢riends on fuch an occafions

¢« Nay, nay cried the odious fairy, if you demur,
¢} retract my promife; 1 do not defire to force
¢« my favours on any man. Here, you my ats
¢ tendants (cried fhe, ftamiping with her foot) let
¢ my machine be driven up: Rarbacela, queen
¢ of Emmets, is not ufed to contemptuous treat-
¢ enta e, Sheshads Dg fooner fpoken than her
fiery chariot appeared in the air, drawn by two
fnails: and fhe was juft going to ftep in, when
the prince refleted, that mow of never was the
time to be in po{fe{ﬁon of the white moufe; and
quite forgetting his lawful pl‘incefs, Nonhoa, falling
on his knees, he jmplored forgivenefs for having
rafhly rejected fo much beauty. This well-timed
compliment inftantly appeafed the angry fairy.
She affected an hideous leer of approbation, and
taking the young prince by the hand, conducted
him to a neighbouring church, where they.were
married together in 2 noment. As foon as the
ceremony was per[ormed, the pr'mce, who was to
the laft degree, defirous of {feeing his favourite
moule, reminded the bride of her promife. (31 4o}
¢ confefs a truth, my prince (cried fhe) I myfelf
¢ am that very white moufe you faw on your wed-
¢ ding night In the royal apartment. I now
¢ therefore give you your choice, whether you
¢ would have me 2 moufe by day, and a woman
¢ by night, or 2 moufe by night, and a woman
¢ by day.’ Though the prince was an excellent
eafuift, he was quite at 2 lofs how to determin€;
but at laft thought 1t moft prudent to have recourfe
to a blue cat, that had followed him from his own
dominions, and frequently amufed him with its
Fe converfationy -
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Converfation, and affifted him wit), its advice
in fagk this cat Was no other than the faithful prin- -
cefs Nanhoa herfelf, who had fhared with him all
his hardfhips in thig difguife,

By her inftrudtions he was determined ip his
choice; and, Teturning to the old fairy, pru-

dently obferved, that, as {he muft have been {en-

venient, if fhe continued a woman by day, and
4ppeared a moufe by night.

The old fairy was a good deal mortified at her
Auiband’s want of gallantry, thoush fhe was re-
fu®antly obliged to comply; the day was there.
fore {pent in the moft polite amufement, - the
gentlemen talked, the ladies Jauched, apg were

blue cat fill ftuck by the fide of its mafter, and
even followed him to the bridal apartment, Bar-
bacela entered the chamber, wearing a train fif-
teen yards long, fupported by porcupines, and ali
over befet with jewels, which ferved to render her
mmore deteftable. She was jult fepping into beg
to the prince, forgetting her promife, when he in-
fifted upon feeing her in the fhape of a moufe, She
had promifed, and no fairy can break her word :

about with an infinity of amufement, T} prince
'3n an agony of rapture, was defirous of feeing his
pretty playfellow move 3 flow dance aboyt the
Roor to his own finging; he began to fing, and
the moufe immedialtely to perform with the moft
perte& "knowledge of time, and the fineft grace
and greateft gravity imaginable: only began,
for Nanhoa, who haq long  waited for the oppors
tunity, in the thape of 3 cat, flew upon it in-

fantly,
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fantly, without remorfe, and eating it up in the
hundreth part of a moment, broke the charm,
and then refumed her natural figure.

The prince now found that he had all along
been under the power of enchantment; that his
paffion for the White Moufe was entirely fictious,
and not the genuine complexion of his foul: he
now faw, that his earneftnels after mice was an illi-
beral amufement, and much more becoming a
rat-catcher than a prince. All his meanneffes
now {tared him in the face; he begged the prin-
cefs's pardon an hundred times. The princefs
very readily forgave him; and both returned to
their palace in Banbobbin, lived very happily to-
gether, and reigned many years, with all that
wifdom, which by the ftory, they appear to
have been poffeffed of. Perfedtly convinced by
their former adventures, that they who place their
affections on trifles at firk for amulement, will
find thofe trifles at lalt become their moft ferious
concern.

THE
S @ iR

OF

PRINCESS VERENATA,

IT happened upon a time, there was a certain
king and queen, who had feveral children, but
they all died; and the king and queen were fo

mightily
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mightily troubled at it, that never any body could
be more fo. Their coffers were all full, and they
wanted only children to leave their treafures to.
Five years were paft fince the queen had a child,
and all the world believed fhe would have 1o more,
becaufe fhe afHlicted herfelf too much for thofe
pretty princes which the had buried.
- But at laft fhe was with child, and all her
thoughts, night and day, were what fhe fhould
do to preferve the royal infant when it was born,
what name fhe fhould give it, what clothes, what
babies, and play - things provide for it.
Proclamation was made, and orders fet up in
all places, that the beft nurfes in the kingdom
fhould come to court, that the queen might chufe
one out of them to nurfe the expected babe. Im-
mediately the good women came from all quarters :
.the. court was full of nurfes; with their little
children in their arms. The queen being one
day walking to take the air in a neighbouring
wood, and the king with her, fhe fat down to
reft herfelf, and faid to his majefty, > Sir, pray
¢ give orders. that all thofe nurfes be brought
¢ Lither, that we may make choice of one of them,
¢ for all the cows we have will not yield milk
¢ enough to make pap for the children they have
¢ brought with them.” ¢ Very well, my dear (re-
¢ plied the king’) and ftreight he commanded that
the nurfes thould come to them. They accord-
ingly came, one after another, and made cach a
fine courtly to their majefties, Then they ftood
along in"a row, and the king and queen furveyed
them in general firlt, and afterwards in particular;
they examined their frefh complexions, their white
tecth, and their breafts full of milk. Among
the reft came an wugly jade drawn in a wheel-bar-
row by two nafty dwarfs: fhe was a cripple, and
- fo crooked that her chin and knees 2lmoft met.
She
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She had a great wen in her face; fhe {quinted,
and her {kin was as black as ink: fhe held fome-
thing in her arms like a little infant monkey, to
which fhe gave fuck, and fpake a jargon that no-
body underftood. She approached their majeltis
“n her turn to offer her fervice, but the queen bid
her'be gone; ¢ Get ye hence, youfilthy beaft! (quoth
¢ her majelty;) what put it into your head of {uch
¢ o creature as thou art to come hither ? if thou
¢ doft not get thee away inftantly, I fhall erder
¢ thee to be driven after another manner.’ The bel-
dam muttered to herfelf, and retreated to an old
tree, where fhe lay in a crevice of the trunk
and faw all that paffed. The queen thinking no
more of her, chofe a handfome young woman to be
her nurfe ; but as foon as fhe had named her, a
horrible fnake, which lay in the grafs, ftung her
in the foot, and the fell down as if fhe had been
dead. The queen was very forry for the accident,
and made choice of another. She had no fooner
done it, but an eagle which flew over the nurfe’s
head with a huge turtle in her claws dropped it on
the woman's head, and broke it in pieces as if it
had been glafs. The queen was more concerned
at this accident than the other; yet fhe chofe a
third nurfe for the child that was to be born; and
this woman running too haftily towards her, fell
down againft the ftump of a tree, and ftruck her
eyeout., ¢ Alas! (fays her majefty) I fee this is
¢ an unfortunate day; I cannot pitch upon a
¢ nurfe, but prefently fome mifchief comes to her:
¢ let a furgeon be fent for to look after them.” So
{he arofe from her feat, and was returning to the
palace, when fhe heard fomebody laugh aloud;
and turning back, fhe efpied the old deforined bel-
dam behind her, like 2 baboon’s mate, with her
young ape in a wheel-barrow. She laughed at
the whole company, and at the queen in particu-

lar;
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lar: which fo enraged her majefty, that fhe would
have fallen upon and beaten her, very much {uf-
pecting that fhe had been the caufe of the mif-
chiefs that had befallen the nurfes,  But the jade
ftruck thrice with her wand, and the dwarfs were
immediately changed into dragons, the wheel-
barrow into a chariot of fire, and away the Hew
into the air, threatening what fhe would do to all
of them, and making dreadful cries, Alas,
* (faid the king) we are undone! it s the fairy
¢ Caraboffa; the wretch has hated me ever {ince I
‘wasa little boy, for playing her a trick once,
* and throwing fome brimftone into her porridge
¢ fhe vowed to be revenged, and has from that
¢ time taken all opportunities to exercife her
¢ vengeance upon me.” The queen wept, and re-
‘ plied, * Had I known who fhe was, fir, | had
¢ given her good words, and endeavoured to have
¢ made her my friend. This misfortune will cer-
* tainly be the death of me.” When the king faw
Hhe grieved fo much about it ; he ftrove to comfort
her, though he wanted comfort himfelf. ¢ Come,
¢ my dear ({ays the monarch) let us go and con-
‘ fult our council upon the matter,” He then
took her by the arm, and held her up as fhe
walked home, for fhe trembled ftil] at the thoughts
of the danger the was in from Caraboffa’s re-
venge,

When their majefties returned to their palace,
they {fummoned their chief councellors to attend
them in their chamber. The doors and windows
were fhut very clofe that they might not be over-
heard; and it was gravely refolved, that all the
fairies a thoufand leagues about fhould be in-
vited to the queen’s labour. Couriers were dif-
patched, and very civil letters written to the
fairy ladies to defire them to come to her ma.
Jelty’s crying-out, and to keep the matter fecret,

for
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for fear Caraboffa fhould hear of it.. To fatisfy

them for their trouble, each of them was promifed

a waiftcoat of blue velvet, a petticoat of crimfon,

fome pink fattin, flippers of the fame colour,

fome gilded {ciffars, and 2 needle-cafe full of fine
“meedles.

As foon as the meflengers were departed, the
queen and her maids fet to work to provide
the things that were promifed to be given the
fairies. She knew feveral, but there came only
five. They arrived in the very moment that the
queen was brought to bed of a princefs. The
fairies would give her each a blefling: one en-
dowed her with perfect beauty ; another with am
infinite deal of wit; a third with a talent to fing
admirably: a forth with a genius to write well
in profe and verfe. As the fifth was going to
{peak, they heard a noife in the chimney like
that of a great ftone falling down from the top of
a fteeple, and Caraboffa appeared all over in a
fweat, crying out, ¢ And Ialfo endow this little
¢ creature;

& Mifchief [he fhall give and take
¢ *Till her years doth twenty make.’

The queen, who was in her bed, fell a weep-
ing at thefe words, and begged Caraboffa to pity
the poor innocent princefs. All the fairies did the
fame; faying, ¢ Pray, fifter uncharm her,’ But
the ugly wretch was inexcrable, and would not be
perfuaded to it. So the fifth fairy who had faid
nothing, to make up the matter, endowed her
with a long happy life, after the time of Cara-
boffa’s curfe was expired. The beldam fairy did
nothing but laugh at them, fung fome fongs in
contempt of them, and mounting her invifible
sar, returned as fhe came, through the Chimn?ﬁ
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~All the fifters were in great confternation: the
Poor queen was at death’s door, o clofe had Ca-
rabofia’s wayward charms fRruck her.  However,
the gave the fairies what {he had promifed them,
and added fome ribbons, of which they are very
fond.  The courtiers made much of them; and the
oldeft of them, when fhe went away, advifed the
queen to let the princels be kept in fome place or
other till fhe was twenty years old, where fhe
might be feen by none, except by her woman,
who thould be cornmanded to keep her locked up
clofely;  Upon this the king ordered a tower to
be built, clofe and faft at top, and no windows
to it, with ooly a lamp burning within it. The
way to it was through a valley, which ran along a
league under ground. The nurfes and gover-
nants had every thing they wanted conveyed to
them by this dark paffage; and every twenty
paces there was a ftrong door, and guards fet to
watch, The princefs was called Verenata, becaufe
the rofe and the lily joined in the colour of her
complexion, which ‘was as frefh and fair as the
face of the fpring. As the grew up fhe became a
wonder in all the perfedtions with which the
fairies had endowed her. The moft difficult fci-
ences were as foon learned by her as the
‘moft eafy; and fhe was fo beautiful and {o well
fhaped, that the king and queen always wept for
joy when they faw her, She begged them fome-
times to ftay with her, or to fuffer her to 20 out
with them ; for fhe was tired, though fhe could not

tell why; but they always excufed themfelves,
Her nurfe, who had’ lived with her from the
hour of her birth, and did not want wit, ufed to
tell her what the world was, and fhe prefently
comprehended it as tnuch as if fhe had feer'it, The
king {aid to the queen, ¢ My dear, Carabofla will
¢ be deceived, and our Verenata will be happy in
fpite
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¢ fpite of all her predictions.’ And the queen was
extremely pleafed, to think how they fhould ba ulk
the mifchievous fairy’s malace. They, had. ot
dered Verenata’s picture to be drawn, and fent fe-
veral of them to all the courts they could think of;;
for the time of her releafement approached, and
they refolved to marry her, {he being within {four
days of twenty years of age. The court and
city prepared rejoicings for the day of the prio-
cels's liberty; and the public joy was increafed
by news that king Merlin had defired her in mar=
riage for his fon. Fanfarinet, Merlin’s ambaffa-
dor, arrived to demand her; and her nurfe having
reprefented that nothing in the world was fo fine
as his entry would be, the princefs longed paflivn-
ately to fee it. ¢ How unhappy am 1 (faid fhe) to
¢ be locked up in a dark tower! 1 have never

¢ {een the heavens, the fun, nor ftars, of which I

s have heard fuch wonders: 1 have never feen a
¢ horfe, an ape, or 2 lion, unlefs it be in paint=
¢ ing. Theking and queen told mel fhould come
¢ out when I was twenty yeats old, but they only
¢ {aid it to amufe me, that I may be patient. It
¢ is plain, I am deftined to perifh here, without
¢ having given offence to any one.” She then
wept fo bitterly that her eyes {welled in her head:
her nurfe, her fofter-fifter, her drefler and
rocker, and all her women who waited upon her;
Joved her entirely, and wept as much as fhe to fee
her weep. The whole company were almwoft
drowned in tears, and choaked with fighs. Ne-
ver was forrow o complete. And the princefs ob-
ferved that they were all mightily concerned for
her, took up a knife, threatening them, if they did
not contrive fome way or other for her {eeing Fanfa-
rinet’s public entry, The would firike it to her hearta
She added, neither the king or queen {hould ever
know it: confider with yourielves, had you rather

1 {hould
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I'fhould ftab myfelf here, than give me the fatis-
faction I defire of you? at thefe words, the
nurfe and the other attendants broke out into
tears, weeping and fighing; and they refolved
they would get her an opportunity to fee Fanfa-
rinet, or die in attempting it.  They confulted the
whole night how to bring it about, but could not
think of the means to effe® it, « The princefs, who
was eager to fee the fight, animated them in their
confultations, by faying, ¢ Never tell me you love
¢ me again; if you did, you would find out a way
¢ to oblige me in this one requeft. T have read,
¢ that love and friendfhip furmount al] difficul-
‘ ties.” At laft they came to 2 refolution, to dig
out a hole in the tower on that fide of the city
where Fanfarinet was to make his entry, They
took down the princefs’s bed, and all of them were
employed night and day in the bufinefs they had
undertaken, They firft fcrapcd off the plaifter,
and then took out the ftones, They removed fo
many, that a little hole was at laft made, not fo
big as the eye of a needle, through which the light
appeared ; and that was the firfy time fhe faw it:
it dazzled her, and fhe gazed at ijt continually,
The women could not widen it, fo {he was forced
to be content with what they had done; and looking
through it fometime, at Jaft Fanfarinet came by
at the head of a nople train, He was mounted
on a fine horfe, which danced to the found of
trumpets, and curveted to a miracle, Before
him marched fix muficians, playing upon flutes,
and {ix hautboys, which anf{wered one another by
echos; then followed trumpets and kettle-
drums. Fanfarinet had 2 coat on embroidred
with pearls: his plume was of carnation colour :
he could hard]y be feen for ribbons and diamonds,
which were not} o rare in thefe countries as in
our’s, king Merlin having whole chambers full

of
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of them. In a word he made fuch a fhining fi-
gure, that the light did not feem brighter in the
princefs’s eyes. She was fo ftruck at the fight,
that fhe no longer remained miftrefs of herfelf;
and having thought of it a little, the declared fhe
would never marry any man but Fanfarinet, for it
was not likely that his mafter could be fo ami-
able as he. She faid, her education had cured
her of ambition, and it would be'no hard matter
for a princefs, who had been bred up in a dark
tower, to retire with him to a country houfe, if
they were driven to it: that the had rather live
upon bread and water with him, than have all the
rarities in the world with another. In fhort, the
{poke fo heartily, that her women began to be
more alarmed than ever, fearing what would be
the effects of her paffion. They reprefented to her
the injury fhe would do her own rank, to match
with one of his. But their talk wasin vain: She
did not hearken to them, refolving to follow her
own inclination when fhe had it in her power,

As foon as Fanfarinet arrived at the king's pa-
lace, the queen fent for her daughter. All the
fiveets were fpread with tapeftry, and the win-
dows crowded with ladies; fome had bafkets of
flowers in their hands, others bafkets of laurels,
others excellent odours, with which they fcented
the air to welcome the fair princefs abroad. Her
women beginning to drefs her, a dwarf knocked
at the tower gate, mounted on an elephant, fent
by the five good faries who had endowed her on
her birth-day. They fent her a crown and {ceptre,
a robe of golden brocade, a petticcat of butter-
flies wings (a wonderful piece of work!) and a
cafket full of ineftimable jewels; fuch a treafure
was never feen together before. The queen
fwooned with aftonifhment at the fight. The
princefs, en her part, took little notice of therfn,

ov
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for all her thoughts were on Fanfarinet, The
dwarf was thanked, and rewarded for his trouble
with one thoufand ells of fine ribbon, of feveral
colours, with which he made garters, cravat-
ftrings, and hatbands. The queen defired him
to ftay till fhe fetched fomething for the fairies,
worthy their acceptance : and the princefs, who
was very generous, made them 2 prefent of fome
german {pinning wheels, and cedar {pindles,
The rare things which the dwarf brought were
made ufe of to adorn her: and fhe appeared fo fur-
prifingly beautiful to every body who faw her,
that the fun’s luftre was thought to be faint to
her’s, She walked through the fireets upon rich
tapeftry; and the people who flocked to behold
her, cried out continually, how lovely fhe is, how
charming ! ' 3
As {he marched 2long in this pomp and {plen-
dour, accompanied by the queen and four or five
dozen of princeffes of the blood, befides ten
dozen more who came from the neighbouring
kingdoms to affift at this feaft, the fky on a fud-
den darkened, the thunder rumbled in the air,
and rain and hail fell in torrents. The queen
fung her royal robes over her head : the ladies
did the fame by theirs; and Verenata was going te
do it, when the found andcry of a thoufand ra-
Vens, crows, owls and -other birds of ij] cmen
was heard, which feemed to prefage that nothing
good would come to this feftival, At the fame
time a rafcally owl, of a prodigious bignefs, was
feen flying towards the princefs with a cobweb
Icarf in his mouth, embroidered with bats wings,
which he let fall on Verenata's fhoulders. He had
no fooner done it, but the company heard a loud
laughter, and fuppofed it was a {curvy trick played

them by Caraboff.
Every one was grieved at this melancholy fight,
and
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“and the queen more than all of them ; fhe wept,
and endeavoured to take off the ‘black fcarf from
her daughter’s fhoulders, but it ftuck as clofe as
if it had been a part of her. ¢ Ah (cried fhe) our
¢ enemy is too hard for us fill; nothing will ap-
¢ peafe her. 1 fent her fifty pounds of comfits, as
¢ much double refined fugar, and two Weftphalia
¢ hams, yet {lic is as miichieveus as ever.

While fhe was complainiug thus, the princefs,
and all that attended her, began to be wet to their
(kins. Verenata, whofe head was full of the
ambaffador, got ground of them all in the pro-
ceffion, and went on without {aying a word. She
thought, if fhe had the gond luck to pleafe the
man fhe loved, fhe would neither care for ‘Cara-
bofla nor for her fcarf, though it was looked upon
to be fuch a bad prefage. She admired, within
herfelf, why he did not come to mect her; buther
admiration wasat an end, when fhe faw him ac-
vancing by the fide of the king: upon which the
trumpets founded, the drums beat and the vio-
lins made an. agreeable entertainment to the af-
feably, who redoubled their fhouts, and their
joy was as extraordinary as the occalion of it.

Fan{arinet had a great deal of wit: but when he
beheld the grace, majefly and beauty of the
princefs, he was {o transported, that inftead of fe-
rioufly talking, when he courted her, one would
have imagined he was drunk, though he drank no-
thing but a dith of checolate. He bec me like
a madman, when he perceived that with one
glance he had forgot that fine harangue he had
prepared for her, and which he had got fo by
heart, that he could before this miaute repeat it
in his fleep. While he was endeavouring to Te-
colle@ himfelf, he made feveral low bows to the
princefs, who on her Gde alfo made him half 2
dozen courtfies, not confidering what ihe did.

At
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At Iaft the broke filence, and to help him out of
the confufion which fhe faw he was in, addreffed
herfelf thus to him: ¢ My lord Fanfarinet, I can
¢ eafily imagine that all that you would fay to me
¢ is charming; I doubt not but your wit is an-
¢ fwerable to your charadter : Let us however
¢ make hafte to the palace; it rains like 4 deluge ;
and Carabofla, who owes us this ill turn, will
¢ not {pare us till we get thither,’ Fanfarinet re-
plied very gallantly, ¢ The fairy had very wifely
¢ provided rain, to quench the fires which thofe
¢ bright eyes would light.” - He then took her by
the hand, and led her forward, As they were
walking, fhe faid to him foftly, ¢ You will not
¢ guefs at the opinion I have of you, unlefs I ex-
¢ plain myfelf further; it is true, I cannot do it
¢ without pain; but, Hon Joit “qui mal y penfe,
Evil be to them that evil think, Know then,
my lord Ambaffador, that I have beheld you
with wonder, and was furprifed at the charm-
ing figure you made on horfeback at your public
entry, when the horfe danced and curveted ; I
am forry you came hither on any other man’s
account. If you have as much courage as I to
find out an expedient for it, inftead of marrying
you in your mafter’s name, I will marry you in
your own. I know you are not a prince; what
then? I like you as well as if you were: we'll
fly together to fome corner of the world ; we
fhall be blamed at firft; no matter, others may
do worfe ; and when people are weary of blaming
us, they will leave us in quiet to enjoy our
retirement, where I fhall be glad to be with
you.’

Fanfarinet thought he dreamt, for Verenata was
a princefs of admirable qualities and perfections,
that he could never have hoped for that honour,
unlefs fome firange whim{y had feized her, He had
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not prefence of mind enough to anfwer her; bad
they been alone, he would have thrown him{elf at
her feet; he now could cnly clafp her hand,
which he did fo clofely, that he hurt her little fin-
ger, yet fhe did not cry out: fo much her paffion
tan in her head, that fhe was infenfible of any
thing elfe. When fhe cntered the palace; a thou-
fand of feveral forts of mufical inftruients were
tuned for her welcome, to which were added a
concert of fuch heavenly voices, that'the audi-
ence were afraid of breathing, left they fhould
make tco much noife, and fo interrupt the har-
mony. The king having kiffed his daughter’s
forehead and cheeks, fpoke to her as follows:
¢ My pretty lamkin (for he was ufed to give her
¢ fuch little tender names) are not you glad you
* are going to marry the great king Merlin’s fon?
the Lord Fanfarinet, whom you fee here, is
* come to perform. the ceremony, and will carry
¢ you into the fineft kingdom in the world.”
The princefs courtfied down to the ground, and an-
fwered, ¢ I fhall obey you, father, in all things
¢ with pleafure, if my dear mamma will confent
¢ to it”  The princefs was bred up in fo much
tendernefs to her parents, that {he had not forgot
the pretty terms fhe ufed in her leading-ftrings.
¢ I confent (fays her mother) with all my heart;’
(and embraced her as a token of her joy.) Let
¢ dinner be got ready immediately,” quoth the
queen. It was no fooner faid, but an hundred
tables were fpread in an inftant, and all the com-
pany fell too heartily, except Verenata and Fanfa-
rinet, who looked on one another fo much, that they
had no time for eating, nor thinking upon any
thing eife.

After the feaft there was a ball and a play: but
it was fo late before they had done fupper, and
they had eat {o plentifully, that moft of the pecple
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of quality, and others who where there, (lept as they
- fat. Their majefties themfelves fell into a {found
nap on a couch; the lords and ladies fnored
again, and the fidlers nodded over their infiru-
ments, and knew not what they did. Our lovers
were the only perfons who were well awake: and
feeing they were not obferved, toyed as lovers are
ufed to do when they have an o - portunity to fhew
their paffions. Verenata perceiving the guards,
as well as the reft, were afleep, faid to Fanfarinet,
¢ this minute is ours; let us improve it and be.
¢ gone: if we ftay till the marriage ceremony is
¢ over, the king will place fome ladies of the
¢ court about me. and order a prince to accom-
¢ pany me to your mafter’s court; it is better for
¢ us to take hold of the prefent opportunity than te
¢ wait for another.' She than rofe up, and took
the king’s dagger from his fide, which was all
over fet in diamonds.  She alfo carried away with
her the queen’s mantle, which fhe had laid by, to
fleep the more at her eafe, in which was 2 car-
buncle of ineftimable value, and a diamond that
rendered the perfon who wore it invifible, Fanfa-
rinet took her by her lily-white hand, and bend-
ing one knee to the ground, replied, ¢ I {wear by
¢ all that is held facred in heaven or earth, that [
¢ will eternally be faithful.and obedient to your
¢ highnefs: you do every thing for me ma-
¢ dam and can there be any thing that I will not
¢ dofor you? They then wentboth of them out of
the palace, the ambaffador taking a dark lan-
thorn in his hand. They paffed through feveral
bye-fireets and lanes, till they came to the fea-
fide, where they took boat.- Their mariner was a
poor old fellow who lay afleep in his bark. They
waked him ; and when he {faw Verenata fo beautiful
and glittering with jewels, with the black batt-
feather fcarf on her fhoulders, he took her for

the
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¢he goddefs of night, and fell down to worfhip her.
The lovers had no time for ceremonies; they
commanded him to put to fea, which he was not
over willing to do, forthere was neither moon nor
@ar to be feen, the weather being fill cloudyy
" occafioned by the tempeft Carabofla had raifed.
It is true, there was a Carbuncle on the queen’s
mantle, wMich fhone more than ffty lighted
torches, and Fanfarinet might, as we are told,
have faved himfclf the trouble of carrying a dark
lanthorn with him. The ambaflador afked the
princefs whither fhe fhould go? ¢Alas (faid the) I
¢« will go along with you; wherever you will go,
s [ will go; I think of nothing elfe.’ ¢ But, ma-
¢ dam, (quoth Fanfarinet) I dare not condu 't you
¢ to the court of king Merlin;; it is as much as my
¢ neck is worth to be caught within his dominions.”
< Well then (replied Verenata) let us go to the de-
¢ {ert ifle of Squirrels; it is far enough off, and
¢ we need not fear being followed thither.’ She
ordéred the marin=r to fet fail; and though his
bark was.of a very finall fize, he obeyed her.

As day began to break, the king, queen, and
court, having fhook their cars and rubbed their
eyes a little, got up, intending to finith the fo-
lemnity of the princels’s marriage. 'Lhe queen
haftily called for her mantle, and fearch was as
haftily made after it, from the clofet to the kit-
chen, but no mantle was to be found. Then her
majefty went herfelf to feek it, ran up {tairs and
down Rairs into the celler and garret, but no
tidings could be heard of it.

The king alfo in his turn was willing to adjuft
himfelf, and in order toit to put his bright dag-
ger by his fide, which being miffing, as well as
the mantle royal, half the court were em-
ployed to fearch for it; boxes and coffers were
opened, whofe infide had not {cen the fun in an
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hundred years. A thoufand rarities were found,
puppets that could turn about their heads and
eyes, golden theep with their little lambs, fweet-
~Mmeats and comfits; but no dagger; fo the king
was inconfolable ; he tore his reverend beard, and
the queen her hair to keep him company. Indeed
the lofs was great, for the mantle and dagger
were worth more than ten cities as big as London,
When the king defpaired of finding what they
had loft, he took heart, and faid to the queen,
¢ courage by dear, let us finifh the folemnity of
our daughter’s nuptials, which has already coft
‘us o dear.” He afked where the princels was?
her nurfe came up and told him, that fhe had
been feeking her above two hours, and could not
find her. This bad news fo increafed the king and
his confort’s trouble, that they could not fupport
- themfelves under it. The queen cried out like an
eagle that had loft her young, and fell into a
fwoon,  And never was a more melancholy fight;
above two pails of hungary water were thrown upon
her majefty’s face before they could fetch her to
life again.  The ladies and maids of honour
wept as if they had been at a funeral, and not at
a wedding. The fervants came.ope and - all, in
a doleful tone, faying, ¢ What, is the king’s
¢ daughter Ioft?” And the king feeing fhe was not
to be found, bid his page look out Fanfarinet, who
doubtlefs, fays he is fleeping in one corner of the
room or other, and let him come and grieve with
us. The page fought after him every where, and
could hear no more tidings of him than of the
mantle and dagger. This misfortune was another
affliction to their majefties, who in truth had
enough before to render them the mof difconfolate

couple upon earth.
The king fummoned all the counfellors ard of~
&cers, civil and military, to attend him in the
great
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sreat hall of the palace, where he and his queen,
who we may perceive wasa confiderable perfon in
the government, went to them clad in deep mourn-
ing. Their rich robes being thrown off, each of
them had a black gown oD, tied round with a
rope, to exprefs the greatnefs of their forrows..

When the affembly faw them in this lamentable.

condition,. the hall refounded with fighs and
groans, and the floor was overwhelmed with foods
of tears. The king, who had mot time enough
to prepare a fpeech, fuitable to the occaiion,
was {ilent three hours. At length he opened his
majeftic mouth, and fpoke as follows.

Hear, little and great; hear your k{ng,_and
help him with your advice. 1 have loft my dear
daughter Verenata, and know not whether fhe is
deftroyed or flolen from me; the queen’s mantle
and ‘my dugger, which are worth more than thewr
weight in gold, are alfo gone; and what is worft
of all, the ambaffador Fanfarinet is 7ot to be found..
It is to be feared, when the king his mafler 15 in~
formed of this accident, he will come and Jeck after
him, and charge us with cutting him  as Jmall as
minced meat for a chriftmas pye. 1 [pould not take
it fo much to heort, if I had money to fpare; but I
mufi confefs to you plainlys the charges of the wed=
ding have undone me. Tell me, my dear f[ubjecls,
what fpalll do, and what means you would have me
make ufe of to retrieve my. daughter, Fanfarinet, the
mantle, and the dagger.

Every body admired the king's eloquent fpeech,,
he never made fo florid a one in his life; and my
lord Gambello, chancellor of the kingdom, in the
name of the affembly, replied thus, not bating
Rim an ace in eloquences
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SIR, S

We are all forry for your forrow, and would rq-
ther have parted with o wives and children, than
You jbeuld have had fo much caufe to grieve; but i
15 plain, this ‘is q trich of Caraboffa the Jairy
- the prince(s’s twentioth year is not yet expived; and

Jince I muft Jpeak my [fentiments, or Yyour majefly fuf-
er by my double-dealings with youy I freely declare,
that L obferved fbe was always ogling Fanfarinet,
and’ ke her.  Perhaps love has been playing one of
his. pranks, as ofien happens with berfons of their
ages,

The queen, who was naturally hafly, intefrupt-
ed the chancellor, faying, ¢ Have a care what
 you fay, my lord chancellor; the princefs [
¢ would have you to know, is no fuch a fort of per-
‘fon as to fall in love with Fanfarinet; I have
¢ bred her up too well for that.” Then the nurfe,
who was one of the company, fell at the king’s
feet, and faid, ‘I am come to tell your majefties
¢ the whole truth of the matter. ‘The princefs
*fwore fhe would fee Fanfarinet make his ‘public
¢ entry, or ftab herfelf on the fpot: we madea
! little hole in the tower, through which fhe faw
¢ him, and immediately protefted fhe would never
‘ marry any man but him.” The affembly hear-
ing this, were extremely troubled at Verenata's
folly and fortune: they faw that Gambello’s pe-
netration was greater than her majefty’s ; who all
in a rage, {colded at Verenata’s nurfe, and dref-
fer, rocker, folter fifter, and companion, f{o
terribly, that hanging would hardly Lave been a
worfe punifhment.  Admiral Sharp-Capinterrupt-
ihg the queen, cried out, ¢ My lords, let’s after
¢ Fanfarinet, for without doubt this jackanapes
* has carried off our princefs;’”  Every bod y clap~
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ped their hands in applaufe of their admiral
and there was not 2 man but {aid he would fcllowy
him. Some of them went by fea, and othersby land,
who travelling {rom kingdom to kingdom, with
drums beating and trumpets founding, made
proclamation,‘ ¢ That whoever could tell tale or

¢ tidings of the princefs Verenatd, whom Fanfa-

s rinet had folen out of her father’s palace, {hould
¢ have for their reward a fine baby, fome fweet-
¢ meats wet and dry, fome little fcifars, a gown
¢ made of cloth of gold, and a fattin bonnet.
The anfwer every where was, ¢ You muft go
¢ fomewhere elfe, we know nothing of them.’

Thofe who went by fea were more fortunates;
for, after a pretty long voyage, they one night
perceived‘ fomething before them which fhone like
- a great fire, but were afraid of coming up near
to it, not knowing what it was; when all on 2
fudden the light ftopped at the defert ifle of
Squirrels, for :t was indeed the princefs's car-
buncle that was fo luminous: and fhe and her
lover landing there, gave the mariner one hun-
dred crowns Of gold, bid him farewell, and
charged him for his life not to fpeak a word to
any one what ever of his adventure.

The good man in his way back, met the king’s

{hips, wh'ch he no fooner faw but he endeavoured
to avoid them. The admiral perceived it, or-
dered a galley to give him chace, and the old man
was too weak to row from her. So the admiral’s
men came up with him, took him and carried him
before their commander, who caufed him to be fe-
cured, and the hundred pieces of gold being found
in his pocket, the very {fame pieces that had been
coined in honour of the princefs’s nuptials, Sharp-
Cap examined him: and the mariner, that he
might not be obliged to fpeak the truth, affected

to appear deafand dumb. ¢ So, fo (fays the ad-
G4 miral),
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¢ miral) we fhall foon bring him to hijs tongue,
¢ 1 will warranrye.” So ke commanded him to be
tied to the main-maft, and exercifed with -a cat
©O'nine-tails; one of the beft remedies in the
world for mutes. Whep the old man faw they
were in earneft, he confefled that a heavenly crea-
ture in the fhape of a young lady, and a gallant
gentleman, had hired his boat to convey them to
the defert ifle of fquirrels; The admira] ima-~
gined prefently it was the princefs and Fanfarinet,
and failed to that ifland i purfuit of them,

In the mean time Verenata, tired with ‘the fa-
tigues of the fea, and finding a green bank under
4 covert ot trees, laid down and fell alleep. Fan-
farinet, whofe ftomach was fharper than his love,
did not let her fleep long. ¢ Do you think, ma-
“dam, (fays he waking her) that [ can ftay here
‘ forever? I do not fee any thing that is eatable
“ upon the place: though you were fairer than
* Aurora, that would not fatisfy my hunger; one
* muft have fome nourithment, or “there is no
* living; my ftomach’s tbarp, and my belly
‘ empty.’ ¢ How! (replied Verenata;) ‘do the
¢ marks that I have given you of my friendfhip
¥ go for nothing with you; is it poffible that your
¢ mind can be biaffed” about any thing but the
¢ contemplation of your good fortune?’ ¢t ig
¢ rather taken up (faid Fanfarinet) about my bad,
“ would to heaven you were in your black “tower
¢ again.’ ¢ Donot be fo out of humour, my good
¢ cavalier (quoth the princefs, fmiling) T will go
¢ fearch the woods, and perhaps, I may light upon
¢ fome fruit to fatisfy you.” ¢I "had rather
¢ you might find a wolf to eat you (replied Fan-
¢ farinet, churlifhly,’) Verenata, as the afterwards
faid, went up and down the woods, tearing her
vobes among the briars, and her white fkin with
the thorns, fhe was fcratched as if fhe had been

playing
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playing with cats. And thus it is, if young wo-

smen will fall in love with young fellows, there is:

nothing but trouble comes of it. When fhe had
fearched every where in vain, fhe returned very

forrowful to Fanfarinet and told him the uncomfort-"

able news. He turned his back upon her, and'
“left her, muttering between his teeth.

The next day they looked about for fome eat--
ables as unfuccefsfully as the firflt; fothatthey were
forced for three days together to live upon leaves'
and locufls. Though the princefs had been,,
withont comparifon, much more delicately bred
than the ambaffador, yet fhe did not complain..

¢ T fhould be content, (faid fhe to her lover) if I~

¢ {uffered alone, and would be willing to die of
¢ hunger if I could procure fome good cheer for
¢ you. ¢Itis all one to me (quoth-Fanfarinet)‘
¢ whether you live or die, provided I have what I
¢ want. ¢ Isitpoffible (cried Verenata) that yow
¢ {hould be fo little concerned at my death? are:
¢ thefe the oaths which you {wore. when you left
¢ my father’s court #’ ¢ There is a great deal of
¢ difference (fays the ambaflador) betwegn a:
¢ man at his eafe, who has neither hunger
6 por thirft, and a wretch ready to be ftarved.”
¢ She anfwered, I am in as much danger as yous.
¢ and I do not complain.”” ¢ You may well bear it
¢ with a good: grace, (fays Fanfarinet) who was
¢-{fo mad as to leave father and mother, to run up-
¢-and down here like a vagabond; we are ina
¢ yery pretty condition truly :» ¢ It is for love of’
¢ you (veplied Verenata) and at the fame time:
¢ gave him her hand.” * [ would have excufed you,
¢(faid Fanfarinet) had I known what you would
¢-have brought me to :* and then turned afide from
her. The fair princefs, overwhelmed- with grief,.
wept inceffantly, enough to have {oftened a heart:
of flint with her tears, She fat undera bufh loa;ig

G5
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ed with rofes, white and red, to which fhe thug.
addrelled herfelf, after fhe had for fome time
gazed upon them: ¢ How bleflfed are you, ye
* young flowers; the zephyrs carefs the dew
¢ waters, the fun beautifies, the bees love you,
¢ your prickles defend you, and aj] the world ad-
¢ mire you ; muft you alasbe more happy than 1!’
She than fell a weeping {o exceffively, that the root
of the rofe tree was moiftened with ber tears ;
and fhe had fcarce done {peaking, before, to her
great {urprife, the bufh ftired, the flowers blew,
and the faireft of them anfwered herthus: ¢ Ifthou
* hadft neverloved, thy deltiny would have been tg
* be envied as much as mine, love expofes people to.
* the worft misfortunes, Poor princefs, look in the.
-* hollow.of this tree, and youll find a honeycomb, .
¢ but do not be {o filly as to give it to Fanfarinet.’
Verenata rofe immediately, not knowing whether
The was afleep or awake; fearched the tree, found.
the hole, and the honey in it,. which fhe prefently
cartied to her ungrateful loyer, ¢ Here, fays fhe,
“is a honeycomb, for you: I might have eat all.
¢ myfelf, but I had rather {hare jt with you,” The .
ambaflador fnatched it oyt of her hand, without
{o much as thanking her, or looking upon her, eat
it allup, and refufed to give her the leaft bit, He
was fuch a brute ag to infult her, by faying it was.
too fweet for her, and would fpoil her teeth; with .
feveral other impertinent jefts, Verenata, more for-
rowful than ever, fat down under an oak, and made
much the fame fort of complaint as fhe had done
to the rofe-tree. The oak, touched with compaf-
fion, bowed down fome of its branches, and {poke -
to this purpofe,. (for it was al] enchanted ground
‘that fhe trod upon 1) ¢ It is pity, fair Verenata, you.
¢ fthould die fo young: take this pitcher of milk
¢ and drink it, without giving a drop to your un-
! grateful lover,' The princefs. more aftonifhed .}
than
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than before, looked behind her, and fpied a great
pitcher of milk. She forgot her own thirft pre~
fently, and remembered Fanfarinet, whom fhe be-
lieved might well be thirfty after eating about fif-
teen pounds of honey; {o fhe ran to him with the’
milk, bidding him quench his thirt, and remem=
ber to fave her fome, for (he was almoft dead for
want of it. He took the pitcher rudely from her,
drank it off every drop, flung the pitcher to the
ground, and broke it to pieces, faying, with a
“nalicious {mile, ¢ Thofe that have had no meat
¢ need no drink.’ ,

The princefs lifted up her hands and bright
eyes to heaven, cried out, ¢t is jult ye powers !
¢ 1 have deferved this punifhment for leaving my
¢ father and mother, to love and follow a man
¢ whom I never knew, without confidering my
¢ duty to my parents, and my rank, or thinking
¢ on the miferies which Caraboffa threatened me
¢ withs After fhe had done {peaking fhe wept
more bitterly than fhe had done all her life-time,
and rctired into the thicknefs of the wood, where
out of mere faintnefs fhe fell down at the toot
of an. elm, on which. a nightingale perched, and-
fung fo wonderfully {weet, that her notes had al-
moft charmed the wretched Verenata with pleafure..
The bird, like the tree, had the gift of fpeech,.
and futtering its wings, repeated thefe verdes,
which it had learnt en purpofe out of Ovid, as if it
had underftood the princels’s deftemper, and had.
brought her a cure:

Cupid's @ knave, the traitor nzver [miles,
But when he would enflave us by his wiles
And ever, with is favours he tmparts

A deadly poifon, that torments our hearts..-

G': 6 > K?Ilﬁ‘
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¢ Who knows him better thap 1? (anfwered Ve-
¢ renata, interrupting the bird;) 1 am too well
¢ acquainted with hig cruelty and my evil deftiny.’
¢ Take heart (fays the amorous nightingale;) un-
¢ der yonder plant you will find fome {ugar-blumbs
* and almonds, but do not be fo foolith as to give
“any of them to Fanfarinet,’ The princefs did
not want that precaution now; fhe had not forgot
the two laft tricks he played her; befides fhe was {o
very hungry that fhe needed not many arguments
to perfuade her to eat when fhe had got food. So
ihe"cracked the almonds, eat the plumbs, and
feafted on them by herfelf. Fanfarinet feeing her
eat alone, fell in a furious paffion; his eyes flathed
fire, and he ran with his fword drawn to kill her:
the, to defend herfelf, expofed the miraculous
diamond, and fo became invifible to him; fhe got
out of his way, and reproached him with his in-
gratitude, in terms which {hewed fufficiently that
fhe could not yet hate him,

In the mean time admiral Sharp Cap difpatched
away John Prattlebox, courier in ordinary of the
clofet, to inform the king, that the princefs and
Fanfarinet were landed on the ifle of Squirrels, but
that being a firanger in the country, he was cay-
tious of making a decent for fear of ambufcades.
Upon this news, which was joyful tidings to theip
majefties and their court, the king fent for a
huge book, every leaf: of which was. eight ells.
- long; It was the mafter-piece of a learned fairy,
and contained 2 delcription of the whole world,
The king found out in an inftant that the ifle of
Squirrels was not inhabited, Go, (fays he to
¢ John Prattlebox, and command the admiral in
¢ my name to Jand immediately; it may be of il]
¢ confequence to leave Fanfarinet and 1y daughter
¢ fo long together,

Ass
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As foon as the Courier arrived at the fleet, the
admiral ordered the trumpets to found, the drums.
to beat; cymbals, hautboys, flutes, violins, viols,
organs, guitars, and a confufed variety of inftru-
ments were played upon ; which alarmed the
princefs and her lover, who was not very brave.
. Fanfarinet feeing the Peril that approached, made
his peace, in.'hopes of affiftance from his mif-
trefs; who was too readily reconciled to him..
¢ Stand behind me (quoth Verenata) I will go be-
¢ fore, hide you with my invifible diamond, and
s kill our enemies with my father’s daggers.
¢ while you flay them with your fword.”

_The invifible princefs advanced agdinft the fol--
diets, and fhe and Fanfarinet {lew them all without:
being feen by them.. Nothing was heard but cries;
the poor foldiers drew their {words in vain, they.
fought with the air, while every blow the ambaf-
fador and Verenata ftruck gave certain death ; and
every where {uch lamentable groans as thefe were
heard, ¢ Oh! Tamkilled: Oh! Idie!" Thetwo in--
vifible lovers fought as fafe as if they had to do with
a flock of geefe; they dropt down like ducks,
avoided their enemies blows, and cafily deftroyed’
them. The admiral, obferving how his men fell
by unfeen hands, founded a retreat and returned:
very melancholy to hold a council of war..

Night drawing. on apace, the princefs and Fan--
farinet retired into the thickeft of the wood: She
was fo weary, that the lay down on the grafs, and:
had almoft dropt afleep, when fhe heard a voice-
whifpering to her, Save yourfelf, Verenata, for
¢ Fanfarinet will kill and eat you. She opened
her eyes, and by the light of the carbuncle fhe-
fpied the wretch Fanfarinet with his arm lifted up
ready to run his fword to her heart: - for perceiv-
ing her {kin was fo white, and her flefh fo plump,.
his hunger infpired him with other thoughts tham’

Q.. love,.
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love, and the opportunity might have put it into his
head ; he had a mind to make a meal of her, and
intended to murder her for that purpofe. Verenata
did not ftand long deliberating what fhe fhould dos
fhe drew out her dagger gently, having kept it
for her own ufe ever fince the battle, and ftabbed
him fo very fiercely in the eye that he fell down
dead. ¢ Go, ingrate, fhe cried, take the laft
¢ favour, which thou haft beft deferved from me ;
¢ be an example for the future, to al] faithlefs jo-
¢ vers, and may thy difloyal heart never.find reft
* in the world to which L have fent thee,’

When the firft tranfport of her paflion was.over,
and fhe refleéted on the condition fhe was in, the
had almoft as little life in her as the man whom
fhe had juft flain. ¢ What wil become of me,
¢ (faid the weeping) I am left alone in this defo-
¢ late ifland; the wild beaft wil] either devour me,
¢ or I fhall die with hunger. She was even {orry-
that fhe had not fuffered Fanfarinet to eat her, ra-
ther than expofe herfelf to be eaten by the monfters.
of thedefert; fo fhe fat down trembling, and with-
ing for morning,

As fhe relted herfelf againft a tree, fhe efpied
on one fide of her a golden chariot, drawn by fix
great hens with cropped crowns, A cock .was
the coachman, and a fat hen the poftillion. In
the chariot there rode a lady, fo fair, that the
fun loft all his luftre, wherever the (hone, and.
night illuminated by her eyes, was brighter than
meridian day. Her robe was all over fet with
fpangles of filver and gold. On the other fide of
her Verenata faw another chariot drawn by fix
bats; a crow was the coachman, and a beetle
the poftillion.  Within the chariot {at alittle fright-
ful hag, cloathed with fnakes-kin garment, and
on her head fhe wore 2 great toad, which ferved
her inftead of a top-knot,

Never
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Never was a woman fo {urprifed as the young
princefs was at this fight: while fhe fiood gazing
upon it,. (he faw the two chariots advance againft
each other. The beautiful lady held a golden
lance in her hand, and the ugly one an old rulty
fpear. They came up fiercely to the combat,
which lafted a quarter of an hour. At laft the
faiv heroine got the victory, and the deformed hag
fled with her bats. The battle being over, the
handfome lady defcended to the earth, and thus
addreffed herfelf to Verenata:

Fear nothing, lovely princefs: 1 come hither
only to oblige you; 1 tought with Caraboffa out of
love to you; fhe pretended to an authority to
whip you, becaule you come out of the tower four
days before your wwentieth year expired. You
fee T took your part, and have driven her away;
rejoice at the happinefs I bring you. The grate-
ful princefs fell proftrate at her feet, and made
this anfwer: ¢ Great queen of the fairies, I ama
¢ tranfported with your generofity, and cannot
¢ find words to exprefs my gratitude; but this I
¢ know, that there is not a drop of that blood
¢ which you have faved, which I am not ready to
¢ {acrifice for your fervice.’ The fairy embraced
her twice, and by her fpells rendered her, if it
was poifible,. more beautiful than fhe was before.
She commanded the cock her coachman, to go
to the king’s fhip, and bid the admiral come to
the princefs, for there was nothing now that he

_need be afraid of : and her poftillion the hen, to-
her own palace, to fetch fome new robes for Vere-
nata, which were the richeft that ever eyes were
{et upon. i

The admiral was fo ravifhed with the news
which the cock brought him, that it was like to
have thrown him into a fit of ficknefs: he landed
immediately in the ifland, taking all his men gyith

im 3.
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Him; and among the reff Jack Prattlebox, the
- &xprefs that arrived lately from court, who {eeing
€very one run afhore did the fame, and carried
2long with him a fpit with wild fow] upon it half
roafted.

Admiral Sharp-Cap had fearce gone a league-
before he faw the chariot drawn, by hens in 3 great
road in the wood, and the two ladies walking.
together. He knew the princefs, and bowed to.
the ground, was going to begin a notable fpeech, .
Varenata, interrupting him, faid, ¢ All thofe ho-
“nours were due to the generous fairy, who de-
“fended her from Caroboffa’s clutches,’ Upon:
this the admiral kiffed the hem of her fairy. ma-
jefty’s garment, and made her one of the finef-
compliments that ever came out of the mouth of a
far on fuch an occafion. While he was talking to
her, the princefs cried out, ¢ Certainly I fmell roafi-
Ymeat, TWes) madam, (replied. Prattlebox, and
“produced his fpit with the birds upon it,) your
"ladyfhip uever eat better in your life,” ¢1am,
¢ very glad of it (quoth the fairy) though not fo
“much on.my own account as on the princefs's,,
“who wants fome refrefhment,’ The admira]

- fent away to his thips for other neceffaries; and

the joy of his whole crew for his finding the prin-
cefs, joined with. thejr good cheer, made them ajj;
wonderful merry,

The feaft being over, and the fat hen returned,
the fairy dreffed the princefs in a robe of green
filk, brocaded with gold, fet with rubies and
pearls; fhe bound up her fair locks with Pcrings
of jewels and emeralds; fhe crowned her with
garlands of flowers, and placed het in the cha-
riot; where as fhe rode, all the flars that faw
her, took her for the morning, and faluted her as
fhe paffed by, crying,. ¢ Good morrow, Aurora,
The
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he fairy carried her to the {ea-ide; when
they arrived there, they bid one another many a
hearty adieu, ¢ Ab, madam, (faid the princefs)
¢ will you not let me tell my mother to whom I
¢ owe this mighty obligation ¥’ The fairy anfwercd
¢ Embrace herin my behalf, and tell her'T am the
¢ ffth fairy that endowed you at your birth.’

The princefls going aboard, the admiral com-
manded all the cannon to be fired; and welcomed
her with a volley of fmall arms. The fleet re-
turned fafely to the port of her father’s capital

city; and when fhe landed the king and queen,

who waited on the fhore for her coming, received
her with fuch tranfports of joy, that they did not
give her time to beg pardon for her palt extrava-
gancies, though fhe had thrown herfelf at their
feet as foon as fhe faw them. Their parental
tendernefs laid all the fault on Caraboila; and
the princefs was excufed, as aging by an irrefilt-
ible impulfe of fate.

At the fame time the great king Metlin’s fon
arrived, very much troubled that he heard no news
of his ambaffador. He had a train of one thou-
fand horfe, and thirty pages richly dreffed in
fcarlet liveries, embroidered and laced with
gold : he was an hundred times handfomer than
the ungrateful wretch Fanfarinet. Care was ta-
ken not to let him know any thing of his flight, and
the princefs's, becaule that might have created
fufpicions which would have fhocked a lover. He
was told very gravely, that the ambaflador being
dry, went to draw water out of a well, fell into
it, and was drowned. His highnefs believed
every word of it: was mairried to the princefs;
and the joy of the whole court was {o great, that
they quite forgot their late forrow.

Ye

§
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Ye lovers, be your objeéis whas they will,
Keep ye within the rules of duty Jizll:
And never be by paffion led away,

- So much, but reajon Jill f#all Fave the Jway :
Let ker refirain the rage of yeur defires,
Andmake her mifirefs of your vows and fires.,

-~
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FLORIOmﬁFLORELLA

"E “HERE was a country-woman, who, upon

her intimacy with a fairy, defired her to
come and affift at her Jabour. The good woman

was delivered of a daughter: when, the fair
taking the infant in her arms, faid to the mother,
¢ Make your choice: the child (if you have a
$ mind) fhall be exquifitely handfome; excel in

wit,,
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¢ wit, even more than in beauty; and be the queen -
¢ of 2 mighty empire; but withal unhappy: of,
¢ (if you had rather) fhe fhall be an ordinary,
¢ ugly, country creature, like yourfelf: but con-s
¢ tented with her condition.” The mother imme-
diately chofe wit and beauty for her daughter;
at the hazard of any misfortunes.

As the child grew, new beauties opened daily
in her face: till, in a few years, fhe furpafled
all the tural laffes that the oldeft people had
ever {feen. Her turn of -wit was gentle, polite,
and infinuating; fhe wasofa ready apprehenfion;
and {oon learned every thing, fo as to excel her
teachers.  Every holiday fhe danced upon the
green, with a fuperior grace to any of her com-
panions. Her voice was fweeter than any fhep-
herd’s pipe; and fhe made the fongs, fhe ufed to
{ing. :

For fome time, fhe was not apprifed of her own
charms; when, diverting herfelf with her play-
fellows, on the green flowery border of a foun-
tain; fhe was furprifed with the refleition of her
face: fhe obferved, how different her features
and her complexion (eemed, from the reft of her
company; and admired herfelf. The country,
flocked from day to day to obtain a fight of her,
made her yet more fenfible of her beauty. Her
imother, who relied on the predictions of the fairy,
began already to treat her as a queen, and fpoiled
her by flatteries. The young damfel would
peither few nor {pin, nor look after the fheep: her
whole amufement was, to gather flowers to drefs
her hair with them; to fing, and to dance in the
fhade.

The king of the country wasa very powerful
king; and he had but one {fon; whofe name was
Florio: for which reafon, his father was impatient

0
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to have him 1arried, The young prince could
never bear the mientioning any of the princeffes of
the neighbnuring nations; becaufe a fairy had
told him, that he thould find a (h=pherdels more
beautiful and more accomplifhed than all the
princefles in the world, Therefore the king gave
orders to- affemble all the village nymphs of his
realm, who were under the age of eighteen, to
make a choice of her, whe thould appear worthy of
fo great an honour. In purfuance of the order,
when they canie to be forted; a vaft number of
virgins, whofe beauty was not very extraordinary,
were refufed admrttance; and only thirty picked
out, who infinitély furpaffed all the others, Thefe
thirty Virgins, dvere ranged in a great hall, in the
figure of 2 half moon; that the king and his fon
might have a diftin@ view of them together. Flo-
rello (our yourg damfel) appeared in the midft of
her competitors, like g lily amidf marygolds ;
OT) a5 an orange-tree in bloffom, thews amongit
the mountain fhrubs, The king immediately de-
clared aloud, that the deferved his crown; and
Florio thought himfelf happy in the poffeffion of
Florella,
 Our fhepherdefs was inftantly defired to caft off
her country weeds and to accept a habit richly
embroidered with gold, In g few minutes, fhe
faw herfelf covered with peatls and diamonds; and
a troop of ladies were appointed to ferve her.
Every one was attentive to prevent her delires,
before fhe fpoke; and fhe was lodged within the
palace, in a magnificent apartmeat: where in-
ftead of tapeftry, there were large pannels of
looking—glafs, from the floor tg the ceiling ;
that the might have the pleafure of feeing her
beauty multiplied on all fides; and that the prince
tight admire her, wherever he caft his eyes.
Floria,,
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lorio, in a few days, quitted the chace, and all
the manly exercifes in which before he delighted ;
that he might be perpetually with his miftrels.
The nuptials were concluded : and foon after, the
old king died. Thereupon, Florella - becoming
queen, all the councils and affairs of ftate were
direced by her wildom.

The queen-mother (whofe name was Invidefla)
* grew jealous of her daughter-in-law, She was an
artful, perverfe, cruel woman: and age had fo
much aggravated her natural deformity, that fhe
feemed a fury. The youth and beauty of Florella
made her appear yet more frightfal: fhe could
not bear the fight of fo fine a creature: fhe like-
wife dreaded her wit and underftanding; and
_gave herfelf up to all the rage of envy. ‘¢ You
¢ want the foul of a prince (would fhe often fay
¢ to her fon) or you would not have married this
¢ ;mean cottager. How can you be fo abjedt as
¢ to make an idol of her? Then, fhe is as haughty
¢ as if fhe had been born in the palace where fhe
¢ lives. You fhould have followed the example of
¢ the king your father; when he thought of taking
¢ 2 wife, he preferred me, becaufe I was the
¢ daughter of a monarch, equal to himfelf. Send
¢ away this infignificant fhepherdefs to her ham-
¢ let, and take to your bed and throne, fom=
¢ young princefs, whofe birth is anfwerable to
¢ your own.’

Florio continued deaf to the inftances of his
mother: but one morning, Invideffa got a billet
into her hands, which Florella had writ to the
king; this the gave to a young courtier, who by
her inftru@ions, fhewed it to the king; pretend-
ing to have received a letter from his queen, with
fuch marks of affedtion, as were due only to his
anajelty.  Florio blinded by his jealoufy, and the

malignant
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malignant infinuations of his mother, immediately
ordered Florella to be imprifoned for life, in a
high tower, built on the point of a rock, .that
ftood in the fea. There fhe wept night and day;
uot knowing for what fuppofed crime fhe was fo
feverely treated by the king, who had fo paffion-
ately loved her. She was permitted to fee no per-
fon but an old woman, to whom Invidefla had
intrufted her; and whofe bufinefs it was to infult
ker upon all occafions.

Now Florella called to mind the village, the
cottage, the {weet privacy, and the rural plea-
fures fhe had quitted. One day as fhe fat in a
penfive pofture, overwhelmed with grief, and to
herfelf accufed the folly of her mother, who chofe
rather to have her a beautiful unfortunate queen,
than an ugly contented fhepherdefs: the old wo-
man, who was her tormentor, came to acquaint
her, that the king had fent an executicner to take
off her head; and that, fhe muft prepare to die,
Florella replied, that the was ready to receive the
ftroke.  Accordingly, the executioner fent by the
king’s order, at the perfuafions of Invideffa, ap-
peared with a drawn {abre in his hand, ready to
perform his commiffion; when a woman {tepped
in, who faid, {he came from the queen-mother, to.
fpeak a word or two in private, to Florella, before
fhe was put to death. The old weman imagining
her to be one of the ladies of the court, fuffered
her to deliver her meflage: but it was the fairy,
who hzad foretold the misfortunes of Florella at her
_birth; and had now affumed the likenefs of one
of Invideffa’s attendants,

She defired the company to retire a while : and
then fpoke thus to Florella in fecret: ¢ Are you
¢ willing to renounce that beauty, which has proved
? fofatal to you? are you willing to quit the title of

queen ;
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¢ queen; to put on your former habit, and to re-
sturn to your village?’ Florella was tranfported
at the offer. Thereupon the fairy applied an
enchanted vizard to her face; her features in-
ftantly became deformed; all the {ymmetry
vanifhed, and fhe was now as difagreeable as fhe
had been handfome. Under this change, it
was not poffible to know her; and fhe paffed
without difficulty, through the company who came
to fee her execution. In vain did they fearch the
tower: Florella was not to be found. The news
of this efcape was foon brought to the king, and
to InvideMa, who commanded diligent’ fearch to
be made after her throughout the kingdom; but to
no purpofe. '

The fairy by this time, had reffored Florella
to her mother; who would never have been able
to recollet her altered looks, had fhe not been
let into the circumftances of her ftory. Our
fhepherdefs was now contented to live an ugly,
poor unknown creature, in the village where the
tended theep. She frequently heard people relate,
and lament over her adventures; {ongs were made
upon them, which drew tears from all eyes:
{he often took a pleafure in finging thofe {ongs,
with her companions, and would often weep,
with the reft: but ftill, fhe thought herfelf hap-
PYs with her little flock; and was never once
tempted to difcover herfelf to any of her ac-
quaintance.

After all the care and attendance of the fairy
upon the unfortunat: Florella, {he did not forget to
amply reward the queen-mother, who was the
principal inftrument of her darling’s unhappinefs.
And therefore to compenfate, in fome meafure, for
her misfortunes, fhe infpired the king’s chief mi-
nifter with notionsthat bis artful and cruel mother

had
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had formed a defign to take the government inte
her own hands, and wed with a powerful monarch,
whofe difpofition perfectly correfponded with her
own. Enraged at the information, he called to-
gether fome. of his nobles, to confult thereon, who
gave it as their opinion, that fhe deferved *death ;
but as the ties of nature prevented it, her fon com-
manded her to be placed in that tower from whence.
his once loved Florella had efcaped, where fhe {pent
the remainder of her life. -

The M ORAL

This tale fhews the folly of wifhing to be in
any ftate of life for which we were not defigned,
and that true happinefs confifls in being eafy -and
content.

'THE




THE

GOLDEN BOUGH:

HERE lived a King in the days of yore,
who was of fuch an auftere humour, that he
was rather feared than loved by his fubjects: he
very rarely permitted them to fee him ; and on the
Jealt fufpicion would put the beft of them todeath.
He was called the Brown King, for the furlinefs
of his looks, becaufe he was always frowning.
He had a fon, who did not at all refemble him ;
for he was the beft natured, the moft magnificent
and politick Prince in the world, but he wasbandy
legged, and hump-backed ; he fquinted, and his
mouth was on one fide: In a word, he was a
Little monfter; and never before did fo elegant 2
foul lodge in fo deformed a body. Neverthelefs
he had the faculty of pleafing people fo much,
that every one loved him. His {enfe was fo fupe-
tior to that of others, that nobody could hear him
talk and not be pleafed with him.

The Queen would have his name Torticoli, ei-
ther out of love to the name, vt becaufe fhe thought
it happily expreffed her fon’s {hape. The Brown
King, confulted his own intereft more than his

J&! fon's
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fon's inclination, had caft his eye on the daugh-
ter of a powerful king, his neighbour, for a match
for his fon: Their territories were contiguous, and
their two kingdoms would by fuch an alliance be-
come formidable to all the world. He thought
the was the more proper wife for his fon, becaufe
dhe could net reproach him with his deformity, fhe
being every whit as ugly and deformed as himfelf;
the was a cripple, and could not ftand on the
“ground without help: In fhort, nothing could be
more fhocking as to her perfon ; but her mind was
as lovely as her face and fhape wasotherwife ; and
it feemed as if nature intended this way to ‘make
en amends for her uglinefs.

The Brown King having got the princefls Trog-
non’s picture (fo fhe was called) fet it up in the
great hall of his palace under a canopy of ftate,
and fent for the prince Torticoli, whom he com-
manded to look favourably upen it, for that was
the portrait of Trognon, who was to be his wife.
Torticoli caft his eyes upon it, and prefently turned -
them afide with an air of contempt; at which his
father was very angry. ¢ Are you not fatisfied
¢ with it ? (faid the king in a grave and churlifh
¢ tone.) ‘ No, my lord (replied the prmce) I fhall
¢ never be fatisfied to marry fuch a creature as
¢ that is," ¢ It does not very well become yeu,
¢ (quoth the king) to find fault with-this princefs,
¢ who are yourfelf ugly enough to fright one to
¢ look upon. For that reafon (faid the prince)
¢ I would not marry another as ugly: I can hardly
¢ endure myfelf now, what then fhould I do with
¢ fuch a companion?’ The king anfwered furli-
ly, ¢Are you afraid of propagating a race of ba-
“boons ? Your fears are to no purpofe, you fhall
“ marry her; it is enough that I command it.
Torticoli made noreply, but bowmg down to the
ground, withdrew.

The
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*he Brown King had not been ufed to meet the
leaft oppofition ; kis fon's contradiéting him threw
him into a terrible paflion. He ordered him to
be imprifoned in a tower built on purpole for re-
bellious princes, but there had not been any body
in it for two handred years, infomuch that every
thing was out of repair. There the furniture appear-
ed fo old, and of fuch an odd make, that people
wondered to fee it. The prince loved reading ;
he afked for books, but wasallowed only the liber-
ty of the library belonging to the tewer. He
thought he might amule himfelf with; in which
however he was difappointed ; for he found the lan-
guage of thofe books fo old, that he did not un-
derftand a word of it; yet he looked them over,
in hopes to find fome whofe meaning he might
pick out, or learn the language by it.

King Brown, fuppofing that his fon Torticoli
would be weary of his prifon, proceeded in the
match with Trognon as if he had confented to it.
He difpatched away ambaffadors to the king his
neighbour, to demand his daughter in marriage to
his fon, promiling the princels all that her heart
could defire. Trognon's father was tranf{ported
with the thoughts of fuch an alliance, and that
he could fo eafily and advantageoully have an ugly
daughter taken off his hands. He joyfully accept-
ed of the Brown King's terms, and placed prince
Torticoli’s portrait, which the ambaffadors brought
with them, (though it was not very charming) in a
long gallery, where Trognon {aw it by her father’s
command. When fhe looked upon it fhe ftarted,
and then held down her head and burft out iato
tears. Her father refenting highly the reluct-
ance {he fhewed to the match, called for a look-
ing glafs, and bade her fee herfelf there, after
which fhe would have little reafon to weep. ¢1f I
¢ was in hafte to be married, my lord, faid the,

H 2 1 thould
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fhould be in the wrong to be {o nice: but I fhall
be the better able to endure my Difgrace, if T
fuffer alone : I would not let another perfon have
the trouble of feeing me, and fhall always be
contented with my condition, provided I am ne-
ver forced to change it, at Iea{’c I fhall never
¢ complain of it.” Though her reafons {feemed to
have fome weight in them, the King was not
biafled by thew, but ordered her to prepare for her
departure with the Ambafladors, who where come
t> demand her.
She travelled in a litter, as c]nfe as fhe could,
that nobody might fee her ; and we muft leave her
on the road, to fce what the Prince did in the
tower. His guards durft not fpeak to him ; 2nd

LT SR S NEREP S

' - that he might be the more willing to purchafe his

liberty, by efpoufing Trognon, the king com-
manded” he fhould have bad viétuals, and his
treatment be every way bad. The Brown Me-
narch knew how to make people obey him ; if not
out of love, out of fear. Notwithftanding which,
~ the prince was fo well beloved, that thofe about

him did not pay entire obedlence to his father’s
eommands

As he was one day walking in the gallery of
the tower very penfive and melancholy, refledt-
ing on his misfortune to be fo ugly himfelf, and
yet to be obliged to marry a woman ftill ugler,
he caft his eyes upon the windows, where be faw
feveral pictures fo well painted, the colours {o
lively, and the defign fo well expreffed, that he
looked upon them with delight and earneftnefs,
yet he could not comprehend the meaning of thofe
defigns, ahich were taken from hiftory, and re-
lated to fubjeéts that were feveral hundred years
old. What ftruck him moft was the piéture of a
man, fo like himfelf, that one would have thought

it had been his own portrait : The man was re-
prefented
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prefented to be in the turet of the tower, fearch-

ing in the wall, where he found a galden key,

with which he opened a cabinet. There were

other images which he was plealed with, and on:
moft of the windows found his own picture. ¢ How

¢ comes it about, faid hs to himfelf, that I am

¢ painted here fo long before I was born? and

¢ what an unlucky Imagination had the painter

¢ to think offucha perfon as I He faw allo the

picture of a beautiful lady, whofe features were fo

regular, and her phifiognomy {o lively, that he
could not take hiseyes off it. In f{hort there were
a thoufand different objeés, and all the paflions

fo well exprefled, that he fancied he faw the

things done, which were only reprefented by the
mixture of colours,

He never went out of the gallery, till it grew
fo dark that he could not fee the pictures, or dif-
tinguifh them one from another. When he retur-
ned to his bed-chamber, he happened to light upen
an old manufcript; it was written upon vellum,
the leaves painted about the edges, and the cover of
gold and blue in cyphers. He was furprifed ta
fee the fame things there as on the windows; he
endeavoured to read it, but could not.  Atlaft, on
a fudden, when he turned to a leaf where mufi-
eians were prefented, he heard rnufick ; and turn-
ing over another leaf, where fome gamelters were
painted. playing at baffet and trick-track, the
cards and dice flew about as they were reprefented
to do. He theun turned over another leaf, and
there being the reprefentation of a wedding, the
ladies danced, rtichlv adored, and of wonderful
beauty. In the next leaf he was regaled with the
fmell of an excellent feaft. The figures th t
were eating were not above a quarter of a yard
hich. One of them turning about to the prince,
eried. ¢ Here's your health prinee Torticoli; re-

(5]

3 ftore
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¢ Rore us our queen, and it fhall happen well with
¢ you ; otherwife fomething ill will betide you.” .-

At thefe words the prince, who before began to
be afraid, was fo frighted, that he let the book
drop cut of his hand, and fell down himfelflike a.
dead man. His guards ran in at the noife, and
loving him tenderly, negledted nothing to recover
him out of his fit. When hz could fpeak to them,
they afked bim what was the matter with him ?
he replied, ¢ he was fo ill fed, he had not ftrength
* to fupport himfelf, and having his head full of
¢ imaginations, he fancied he had feen and heard
¢ fuch things in that book, that he was feized with
¢ mortal fear.” His guards were troubled at it ;
and notwithftanding their king’s orders to the
contrary gave him to eat. When he had filled
his belly, he tcok up his bcok again, and not
finding what he had feen before, he was confirmed
1n his belief that it was all delufion.

The next day he went again into the gallery ;
he viewed the pictures there again, and faw them
ftir, walk, hunt, fith, and build, as if they had been
allalive, Theimageswere in miniature, very little,
and hisown portrait was every where among them,
with the fame fort of clothes on he had himfelf ;
he went up into the tower-fort, and found there
the golden key. Having made a very good meal
that day, he did not believe the vapours had got
fo into his head that it was full of vifions. This
¢ 1s too .myflerious a bufinefs (fays he) for me to
¢ neglect the difcovery of it; perhaps I fhall find it
cut in the fort: {o thither he went, and knocked
agzinft the wall, it feemed to be hollow : he took
a hammer, and beat the ftones out of the wall,
where he found a very neat key, but did not know
what ufe to put it to. At laft he perceived an old
cupboard in the corner of the fort: it was made
of ordinary wood, and looked out of repair: ke

had
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had a mind to open it, but could not find the

Jock, though he examined every creek and cor-

set of it. In theend he perceived a little hole,

and fuppofing the key might be of ufe to him there,

he put 1t in, and wringing it with all his firength,

opened the Cupboard, which was as fine and as

wonderful within (ide, as it was old and ugly with-

" out: All the drawers were of chryftal and am-~
ber, and inlaid with precious ftones. When one

of them was drawn out, he found others that were

lefs, and the fides, above and below it, feparated

from one another by mother of pearl: upon which

he drew out that firft, and the drawers afterwards :

each of them was full of the moft beautiful arms

in the world, of rich crowns and admirable por-

traits. Torticoli was charmed at theé fight and

continued to pull out the drawers till they were all

drawn. In the end he cameto a little key made

~ of a fingle emerald, with which he opened a goldert
{hutter that was at the bottom of a drawer, and

to his great furprife found a brilliant carbuncle,

of which a great box was made : he prefently took
it out of the fhutter, and to his greater aftoe
" nithment, when he opened it, faw it was full of_
blood, and a man’s hand cut off, which held a
picture-cafe.

Prince Torticoli fhook at the fight ofit; his hair
flood an end on his head, his legs trembled, and
he was forced to fit down on the ground, ftill hold-
ing the box in his hand : he had not courage
to look upon fuch an horrible apparition, yet was
very defirous to know the end of > many my:-
teries. :

He remembered what the little image in the
book had faid to him, that according as he behaved
himfelf in his affairs it would happen well or ill to
him. He was as much afraid of what was to come,
as what was paft : butin the end recollecting him-

H 4 felf
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felf as a man of honour ought to do, condemred

his bafe cowerdice ; and taking courage {poke
thus to the hand : ¢ te]] me, unforunate hand,
* if thou canft, by figns or otherwife, what {ad
* adventure -has befallen thee, and if it is in my
¢ powerto ferve thee depend upon my generofity,

At thefe words the hand ftirred, and made
fuch figns with its fingers, that were as intellj-
gible to Torticoli as ifa fenfible perfon had fpoken
.to him with a tongue, ¢ Know then (fays the
* hand to him) it is in thy power to oblige Di-
¢ vine beauty in the hicheft degree, from whom I
* am feparated by the barbarity of a jealous rival,
* Go firaightway into the gallery, obferve where
* the fun-beams fhine with the greatelt Juftre,
* feek, and thou wilt find my treafure, ° 'Then
the hand ceafed flirting and making figns, The
prince afked feveral queftions, but it made no
znfwer. ¢ Where fhall | put-ycu again, ' faid
Torticoli ? to this queftion ‘the hand made new
figns, by which the prince underftood that he
mufl replace it in the cupboard where he fourrd it,
which he did accordingly; putting every thing
in the fame order again’; and he enclofed the
key in the fame wall from whence he took it:
and being now hardened a little to encounter pro-
digies, ke went diredtly to the gallery : where,
upen his arrival, the windows began to clatter
and flutter. He examined the room, to {ee where
the {un fhone brighteft, and perceived it was upon
a picture of a youth, fo beautiful, and of fuch a
noble prefence, that ke was charmed with him,
He lifted up the picture, and came to an ebony
wainfcotting and golden borders: he could not
tell how to remove it, or whether he cou!d or not,
He looked upon the window : and as he was look-
ing, the wainfcot lifted it{e]f up: behind which.
he perceived a {tately anti-chamber of porphery,

et
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fot 'off with Ratues : he apptoached it, went up to
it by ftairs of agate with golden ballifters, and
came into a hall done all with lapis ftone; he
paffed through it into feveral magnificent apatt-
Tuents, charmed every where with the excellency
of the pidtures and the rtichnefs of the furniture.
Having croffed an infinite number of them, he
came at laft to a little chamber, the ornaments of
which were all turcois-ftone : he here faw a lady
of incom parable beauty, fleepingon a rich bed, the
curtains being of blue gaufe; her hair was as
black as jet, and her complexion - fair as the
driven fnow ; fthe feemed difturbed in her {lcep,
and her looks were languifhing like thofe of a
fick pe:f{on. :

The prince approached her foftly, for fear of
- waking her. He over herd ber fay fumething in
her fleep, which liftening to more attentively,. he
underftood to be a complaint of her ufage. ¢ Doft
¢ thou think, traitor ({aid fhe) that Ican love thee,
after thou haft deprived meof my adorable T'ra-
¢ imenes ! thofe who will before my face divide a
¢ hand from that arm, which would otherwife
¢ have been dreaded for ever ? is it thus that thou
¢
6
(3

doft pretend to fhew me thy love and refpect 2

Ah, Trafimenes, my dear lover, muft I never

{ee thee more ?’ the prince perceived the tears
forced a paffage through her clofed eye-lids, and
then trickling down her cheeks, made her refem-
ble Aurora weeping.

He ftood like one that was immovable at the
ved’s feet, doubting whether he fhould wake her,
or leave her to ner fad flumbers. He imagined
that Trafimenes, was-her lover, and it was. his
hand which he found in the fort. While he was
mufing on a thoufand different things, and not
able to come to any refolution, he heard the
{weeteft melody that ever delighted the ears of

Hj man‘
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man ; it was 2 concert of nightingales, and other-
finging-birds, whofe harmony was fo agreeable,
that no voices could compare to it. Soon after
an eagle of prodigious bignefs entered ; he flew
foftly along, and held in his claws a Golden Bough
loaden with rubies like cherries. The bird fixed
his eyes upon thelady, as if he was gazing upon his
own fun: he fanned her with his wings, and ho-
vering over her, fometimes flew about her head,
and fometimes about her feet.

He did this for a few moments, and then turn-
ing to the prince, put the Golden Bough into his
bands ; upon this the birds that fung gave a cry,
which made all the palace ring. The prince, from
what he had feen and heard, gueffed that the lady
was enchanted, and the honor of freeing her re- .
ferved for him. He advanced towards Ler, bent
one knee to the ground, fmote her gently with
the Golden Bough, faying, ¢ lovely creature, who
¢ lieft fleeping by fome magical power unknown
* to me, I conjure you in the name of Trafimenes,
¢ to refume all the faculties of life, which you
¢ have loft in appearance.” The lady, opening
her eyes, faw the eagle, and cied, ftay my
¢ dear lover, ftay;’ but the kingly bird, gave a
difmal fhriek, flew away, and carried the feathered
{fongfters with him.

The lady turning to Torticoli, faid, ‘I was
¢ more obedient to the di&ates of love than thofe
¢ of gratitude, otherwife I fhould have firR addref-
¢ fed myfelf to you, to whom I owe all things,
¢ for you have releafed me from a fleep, in which I
have lain buried about two hundred years: a
magician, who loved me, was the caufe of all
my miferies, and referved this zlorious adven-
ture for you. It is inmy power alfo to ferve you
in my turn, and I paffionately defire to doiit : I
am entirely miftrefs of the arts of the fairy

' ¢ kind,

& & e & a &«
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¢ kind, and can render youas happy asyou pleafe.
¢ Madam (replied the prince) if by your know-
¢ ledge you can penetrate the minds of men, you
¢ will eafily difcover that notwithftanding all my
¢ difgraces, [ am lefs to be pitied than another.’
¢ It is your good-nature makes you fay fo (quoth
¢ the fairy) pray do not detain me {o long from
¢ fhewing you how defirous I am to be grateful:
¢ whatisit youcanafk for ? fpeak, and it 1s yours.
¢ 1 afk (faid the prince) to have an opportunity to
¢ reftore your dear Trafimenes to your arms, for
¢ whom you fhed fo many precious tears.’” ¢ You
¢ are too generous, fays the lady, to prefer my
¢ infterelt to your own; that important affair is
¢ tobe determined by another perfon. I dare fay
¢ 1o more, only that petfon will not be indifferent
¢ to you: but I am impatient to know how I can
¢ oblige you. ¢ Ah, madam, (replied the prince,
¢ throwing himfelf at her feet) you fee what a
¢ frightful figure I make; I am called Torticoli in
¢ derifion; let me not look fo ridiculous for the
¢ future.” The fairy touched him thrice with the
Golden Bough, faying, ‘rife, the moft accomp-
¢ lifhed man in the world ; nobody before you,
¢ your name for the future fhall be Nonparelio, for
¢ none ever deferved it fo well as yourfelf.’

The greatful prince embraced her knees, and
by filence which exprefled his joy mere than a
thoufand words could do, he gave her room to
guefs how his foul was tranfported. The fairy
obliged him to rife, and he looked in the glafles
which adorned the chamber; but Torticoli was
loft in Nonparelio; he was three feet higher, his
hair hung in large curls on his fhoulders, his
mien became majeftic and graceful, his features
resular, his looks fprightly ; in a word, he was
the malter-picce of an obliging ‘and ingenious

H© fairy.
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fairy. ~ T am forry (fays the lady) it is not per--
¢ mitted me to inform you of your deftiny, to tell
you what rocks and fhelves fate throws in your
way, that you might avoid them. With what
pleafure fhould I add this good office te the laft !
butI thould offend the fuperior genius that guides
you.” ¢Go,. prince fly from the tower, and
remember the fairy Benigna, who has done this
¢ for you, and will always be your friend.” At
‘thefe words the palace and windows the prince
had {zen difappeared, and he found himfelf in the
middle of'an overgrown foreft, above three hun-
dred miles from the tower in which the Brown
King had confined him.

Let us leave him there, endeavouring to recover
him{felf out of his amazement, and fee what be-
came of the guards: that were fet upon him, and
the princefs Trognon, after this accident.. The
poor foldiers wondering that their prince did not
call for his {fupper, entered his chamber, and not
-finding him there they fearched for him with great

exadtnefs all over the tower, and when they faw
" their labour was in vain, they were almoft dead with
fear of the Brown King’s difpleafure at his fon’s
~efcape : they confulted how they fhould fave them-
{elves from the violence of his refentment, and in
the end thought of a way which they hoped woukd
deceive him. They refolved that one of their com-
radesthould take to his bed, as tho’ he was fick, and
not any one {ee him, giving out it was the prince,.
who was very ill. They intended afterwards to
report he was dead, and by burying a great faggot-
ftick inftead of his highnefs impofe upon their
fovereign, who otherwife they knew would put
every man of them to death, This contrivance
they believed wus infallible, and thev did accord-
ing as they had refolved. Theleaft foldier of the
guards, with a counterfeit hump-back, lay along

&
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fike @ fick perfon ; the king was told his fon was
ill, his majelty fuppofing it was an affe@ed illnefs,
and that the prince thought to mollify him by it,
did not abate any part of his feverity towards him,
the trembling guardshad what they wifhed for,
and the more earneftly they feemned to beg for him,
. the lefs notice the king took of his fon’s danger.

As to the princefs Trognon, fhe arrived in 2
little machine about two feet high, which ma-
chine was enclofed in a litter. King Brown went
to meet her. When he found {he was {6 deformed
a creature, a cripple, her {kin {caled like a fifh,
her nofe flat and broad, her wmouth reaching from
ear to ear, he could not forbear faying, ¢ princefs:
Trognon, you are very cival to difpife my fon ;
he is ugly, it is true, but not fobad as you are..
¢ My lord, (faid fhe) T have not {o good an opi-
¢ nion of my own merit, as to be angry at the un-
¢ kind things you fay to me; however, 1 cannot
¢ think you believe this way of proceding to be:
¢ an effe@ual means to make me love your fon,.
¢ the charming Torticoli !'yet I muft be plain with
¢ you ; as ugly as Lam, I fhall' never marry him,.
¢ but always value the title of princefs Trognon.
¢ more than that of queenTorticoli.’ King Brown
was highly offended at this anfwer. I affure you, T
¢ will keep my word wit h my fon and your father :
when you were at home he was your mafter ; now
you are here, I am. She replied, ¢ T never came
¢ here with my own liking, and fhall always look
¢ upon ycu as my mortal enemy, if you put the-
¢ leaft conftraint on my inclinations.” The king
turned fhort and left her, more enraged than he
was before. He affigned her apartments in the

alace, and ladies to wait upen her, giving them:
orders to advife her to marry the prince, as the beft
shing fhe could do.

¢

In
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In the mean time the guards, being afraid
that their trick would be difcovered if they did
not make hafte to put it in execution, told the
king the prince was dead. He was fo grieved at
the news, that nebody thought he could ever have
been fenfible of fo much forrow : He cried, he raved,
and laying the death of his fon to the princefs
Trognon’s charge, he commanded fhe fhould be
fhut up in the fame tower where he had been con-
fined. “The poor princefs was equally furprifed
and troubled to find herfelf on a fudden made 2
prifoner in fuch a difmal place: She was a lady of
Ipirit, and talked as became her on fuch treat-
ment, but nobody would hearken to her. She then
endeavoured to find out a way to convey a letter
to her father, to acquaint him with her hard ufage,
and defired him to come and deliver her: but
nobody would affift her in it. Her letters were
all intercepted and given to thke Brown King ;
which fhe not knowing, lived in hope of a kind
anfwer from her father, and paiffed away the time
of her confinement as well as fhe could.  She hur-
ried every day into the gallery, to look upon the
pictures in the windows, and was wonderfully
pleafed with the different images fhe faw fo hap-
pily reprefented there; among whom was her own
ugly picture in all her deformity, a greater won-
der than all the reft. ¢The painters have been
¢ very bufy with my effigies {ince I arrived here,
¢ (quoth the princefs) could they find out nothing

¢ ridiculous to divert their fancies with but me ?-

¢ or would they only fet off thatlovely young fhep-
¢ herdefs there, by painting me always by her 7’
She then gazed upon the picture of a fhepherd,
with whofe charms fhe was infinitely delighted.
¢ How unhappy (faid fhe) is a perfon whom nature
¢ hath affronted, asfhe has done me! The tears

foon followed thefe words; and happening to fee
her
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her face in the glafs, fhe haftily turned her head
afide, and to her great aftonifhment, faw behind
her a little old hag, who was half as deformed a-
gain as the princefs. Quoth the Female Monfter,
¢ chule which you will, virtue or beauty; your
¢ complaints are fo moving, that they have touched ‘
¢ me. If you will be handfome, you muft be a
¢ proud inconftant coquet ; if you will remain as
¢ you are, you fhall be wife, modeft, and efteemed
- ¢by all the world.’ Trognon, looking ftedfaftly
upon the witch that fpoke to her, demanded of her
if beauty and virtue were incompatible, ¢ No
¢ (fays the little old Hag) but with refpeét to you
¢ fate has decreed that you fhall have the one or
¢ the other, and not both of them. ‘Is it fo (faid
¢ Trognon with a bold and refolute air)then I pre-
s fer my uglinefs to beauty.’ ¢ How! (replied
¢ the Monfter) would you rather frighten "than
¢ charm all that fee you? ¢ Yes, Madam (faid
¢ the princefs) T'll rather be the moft miferable
¢ creature upon earth than want virtue. I have
¢ brought you my yellow and white muff on pur-
¢ pofe (quoth the beldam :) Blow on the yellow
s ide of it, and you fhall become like that lovely
¢ {hepherdefs with whofe piure you have been {o
¢ charmed, and be beloved by the fhepherd whofe
¢ image has more than once pleafed you; blow on
¢ the white fide, and you fhall find your(elf con-
¢ irmed in the paths of virtue, in which you {o
¢ courageoufly have refolved to walk > ¢ Let ibe
¢ {o, Madam  (fays~the princefs, I fhall then be
¢ comforted amidft all the contempt I meet with
¢ i the world on account of my deformity.” Then
the little old Gyply gave her the muff of virtue
and beauty. Trognon accepted of it, blowed on
the white {ide, and thanked the fairy, who imme-
diately vanifhed.

The
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The princefs rejoiced in the happy choice fhe
had made; and as much reafon as fhe had t; envy.
the incomparable beauty of the fhepherdefs  that
was painted in the windows, fhe received com-
fort in thele confiderations: that beauty vanifhes
like a dream, that virtue is an everlaftino trea-
fure, and an unalterable beauty, which lafts longer
thanlife. She hoped her father would foon come
with an army to freeher fr m her imprifonment:
She waited for his arrival with the laft impatience
and lonoed to go up to the fort of he tower, to fee
if he was coming; but fhe could nut crawl up fo
hich: {o {he crawled into her chamber as nimble
as a tortoife, or rather with the expedition of a
nail, and bade her woman carry her up  When
the was there, f(helooked outof the window which
faced to that part of the country through which her
father muft march, if he came to her affiftance,
She faw nothing ; but as fhe was leaning acainft
the wall, it happened that the {tones, which prince-
Torticoli had taken out and ill put in again, fell

down, and with them the golden key, which -

chinking near the princefs Trognon’s feet, {he
took it up, and examined what fervice it was fet
there for. Having a great deal of fenfe, fhe pre-
fentlv imagined it was to open the cupboard with,.
but there being no-lock to be feen, fhe could not
tell how: At laft fhe efpied the hole, and opened
it, being no lefs ravifhed than the prince had been
at the fight of the wonders fthe faw within it,
There were four thoufand drawers full of ancient
and modern rarities. Coming to the fhutter, {he
faw the box and the hand {wimming in blood *
She trembled all over, and would h-ve thrown it
away ; but fhe was hindered by the fecret influence
of a fuperior power. ¢ Ah, ({aid fhe) mournfully,
s what have I done? It is death to ftay here with
¢ this divided hand.’ At the inftaut fhe heard 2
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foft agreeable voice, faying, ¢ Have a good heart,.
¢ prineels; your happinefs depends on this ad-
¢ yentuse,” ¢ Alas! (replied Trognon) what cam.
¢ Tdo? ¢ Carry (faid the voice) this hand with
¢ you into your chamber, hide it under your Pil-
¢ low, and when you fee an eagle give it to him
¢ that very minute.’

Asmuch as the princefs was frighted, there was.
fomething fo perfuafive in the voice, that fhe did
not hefitate about obeying it: fhe replaced the
drawers and rarities in order as fhe found them,
“without taking away any of them. Her guards,
who were afraid that fhe would alfo make her
efcape in her turn, ran into her chamber, fearch-
ed for her, and were amazed to find her in 2.
place where they thought fhe could not have got.
up but by enchantment. ‘

It was three days before Trognon faw any thing ;.
fhe durft not open the fine carbuncle box, fhe was
fo terrified by the divided hand. The third night.
after {he heard a noife againft her window ; fhe
opened the curtain, and by moon-light faw an
eagle hovering about it: fhe rofe as well as fhe-
could, and crawling along the chamber, opened
the window. The eagle entered, and clapped his.
wings with a great noile in fign of joy: She:
gave him the hand immediately ; he took it with
his claws, and a moment after {fhe could {ee no
roore of him ; but in his place there appeared the
handfomefl young man fhe ever faw ir her life,
witha crown upon his head, his robe {fet all over
with diamonds, and a pi¢ure in his hand. He-
fpoke to her firft, faying, ¢ Princefs, it is above
¢ two hundred years fince a traitorous magician.
¢ detained me in this palace. He and I loved the
¢ fairy Benigna : I was beloved, and he jealous.
¢ His art was greater than mine: and refolving
* to make his advantage be my ruin, he forbade

' me
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me one day, with a commanding air, to fce Ler
any more. I was too amorous, and of too high
a quality, to hearken to his injunctions: I threat-
ened him, and the fair one I adored was fo
offended with the infolence of the magician, that
fhe forbade him, in her turn, ever to approach
her again. The villain refolved to be revenged

~on both of us, One day, as I was near her,

charmed with the fight of her picture, which fhe
had juft then given me, and was gazing on it
with admiration and joy, he came, and at one
blow ftruck off my hand with his fabre. The fairy
Benigna (for fo the queen was called) was more
troubled at this accident than mylelf; fhe fell
down in a fwoon on her bed, and Iin an in-
ftant, was transformed into an eagle. The ma-
gician fuffered me every day to fee the queen,
without approaching near her, or waking her;
and I had the fatisfaction to hear her often figh,
and talk of her dear Trafimenes in her fleep. I
knew, that after two hundred yearsa certain
prince was to reftore Benigna to life, and a cer-
tain princefs to give me my former fhape again,
by delivering my hand tome; and this benign
fairy, who is concerned for your glory, would
have it fo: Tt was fhe that fo carefully locked up
my hand in the cupboard in the fort; it was
fhe that enabled me to pay my acknowledg-
ments to you: Afk, princefs, what you will ;
whatever you wifh you fha!] have.’
“ Great king (replied Trognon, having ftood a
minute or two thinking upon 1it) if T did not
preflently return you an anfwer, it was not be-
caufe I was at a lofs what te fay; but I have
been {o little ufed to fuch furprifing adventures,
that I could not tell whether this was real or ima-
ginary.' ¢ No, madam, (faid Trafimenes) it is
no illufion; you fhall experience the realitv as
¢ foon

1
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foon as you tell me your withy ¢1f1fhouldafk
all thofe bleflings of you (fays the princefs,)
which I want to be perfect, boundlefs as your
power is, 1 believe it would be difficult for you
to {atisfy me; but I fhall keep to what is moft
effential : Let my foul be as lovely asmy body is
ugly and deformeds. ¢ Ah, princefs (replied
Trafimenes) you charm me with the goodnefs of
your choice ; but what can render it more ac=
¢ complifhed than it is already? Your body
¢ therefore fhall become as lovely as your foul’
He then touched her with the fairy’s picture; her
bones prefently gave a crack, and ftretched them-
{elves out, {o that{he was at once tall, fair, ftreight,
and had a complexion whiter than milk : Her
features were all regular, her mien majeftic and
modeft, yet delicate and agreeable. * Prodigious!
¢ (cried fhe) isit I? Is it poffible ¥’ ¢ Yes, madan,
¢ (fays Trafimenes) it is you ; the wife choice
which you made of virtue has acquired you this
happy change in your frame and 1 am over-
joyed I was Jeftined to contribute to it: Leave
for ever the name of Trognon, and take that of
¢ Brilliant, which you deferve for the brightnefs
¢ of your graces and charms.” He faid, and va-
nifthed ; and the princels not knowing which way
{he came thither, found herfelf under the fhade of
a covert of trees, by the fide of a little river, one of
the pleafanteft in the univerfe.

She had not yet feen herfelf ince her metamor-
phofis. The ficlt time that the faw her new
hichnefs, was in the water of that river, which
was fo clear, that with wonder fhe perceived the
alteration to her advantage, and that fhe was the

fame {hepherdefs whofe pi&ure fhe had fo often

admired in the windows of the gallery. Like it
{he was cloathed in a white gown, adorned with
fine lace, the prettieft that ever fhepherdefs wore;
roun
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round her waift fhe had a girdle of rofes and je-
famins ;' her hair was done up in trefles with flow=
ers, a gilded crook lay by her fide, and a flock of
fheep grazed on the river’s bank: A dog attended
them; and both the fheep and the dog feemed
already to know her voice as that of their mif-
trefs.

One cannot imagine the thoufandth part of her
reflections on fo many wonders. She was born
and had lived the uglieft of human creatures, but
the was however a princels ; fhe was now as bright
as the morning flar, but no more than a {thep-
herdefs; and fhe could not be infenfible of the lofs
of her rank,

Thefe meditations employed her till fhe fell
afleep. She had had very little reft all night ;
for though fhe knew nothing of the matter, (be had
travelled above two hundred leagues which tired
her, and indeed was enough to tire a woman of
the beft heart in the world. Her fheep and her
dog gathered about her, and watched her as fhe
fhould have done them. The fun when it rofe
could not hurt her, the fhade defending her beaws
ties from his piercing rays : and the green grafs,
on which fhe reclined, feemed. proud of the beautis
ful burthen it bore,

The violet fprings beneath her head,
The primrofe at ker feet ;

A thoufand flowers their odours Jpread, 4
To make her flumber fweet,

The birds joined their tuneful melody, the ze-
phyrs wantonly plaved with her fylvan garments;
but foon the feathered choirs gave o'er, the ze-
phyrs ceafed to fan the air, for fear the nymph
thould awake. A fhepherd retiring from the heat
of the {un-beams, and obferving the place where

the
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fhe lay to be thady, came thither; but when he
faw the fhepherdefs Erilliant, he was fo ftruck;
that if he had not refted himfelf againft a tree he
had fallen to the ground. Indeed he difcovered it
was the very fame perfon whofe beauty had fe
charmed him with her picture, in the windows of
the gallery and the vellum book; for the reader will
foon imagine, that this fhepherd muft be Prince
Nonparelio : An unknown power had kept him in
this country, where he was admired by all thatbe~
held  him :  his: addrefs, hi¢ air, his wit, - dif~ -
tinouifhed him as much among the fhepherds as his
bir'h would have done elfewhere. He looked on _
Biiiliant with equal attention and pleafure, of
which. he had never before been fenfible : He kneel-
ed down by her, examined that colle&ion of beau-
ties which rendered the whole together perfect, and
his heart was the firft that paid her that homage,
which none fince durft refufe her. While he was
gazing thus upon her, Brilliant awoke, and feeing
Nonparelio near her in a fhepherd’s habit, yet
gallant to the laft degree, fhe looked, and re-
smembered fhe had feen his piture in the tower.
¢ Lovely fhepherdefs (faid he) what happy def-
¢ tinys brought you here, where you are without
£ douytl come to Teceive our vows and our incenfe?
¢ Ah, I feel already, that none will be more eager
¢ to pay his homage to you than myfelf. Shep-
¢ herd (replied the princefs) 1. cannot pretend to
¢ require honours that are not my due ; my defire
¢ is to remain a fimple fhepherdefs, with my
¢ flock and my dog, and that {olitude in which
¢ [ delight more than all other enjoyments. How!
¢ fair fhepherdefs, (faid the prince) do you come
¢ here to hide yourfelf from all mortals? Is it pof-
¢ fible that you can mean any thing il by us? At
¢ leaft let me be accepted, fince I am the firft that
¢ offered my fervice to you, 1 fhall not fee you

etherwile

6
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otkerwife than any one elfe (replied Brilliant)
though I confefs 1 have already a particular ef-
teem for you, and defire you would conduct me
to the houfe of fome wife fhepherdefs, with
whom I may {pend my days in retirement and
peace; for being a f{tranger to this place, and
of an age that does not love to be alone, I fhall
¢ be glad to be under fo good government.” Non-
parelio rejoiced that fhe would make ufe of his
feivice in fuch an affair: He condudted her to a
cottage fo neat, that nothing in nature could be
more pleafant. There lived a little old woman in
it, who feldom ftirred out, fhe being fo old, that
fhe could hardly walk on her legs. Here, fays
Nonparelio, prefenting Brilliant, here isan incom-
parable damf{el for you, whofe looks are enough to
make you leok young again. The old woman
embraced her, and with a courteous air bade her
welcome, faying, ¢ She was{orry fhe had no better
¢ lodging for her, but the would make it up with
¢ friendfhip, and lodge her in her breaft. 1 did
¢ not think (fays Brilliant) to find fo much kindnefs
¢ and courtely here; T affure you, mother, I re-
joice extremely that I met you, and fhall have
the happinefs of your company : And pray tell
me your name (added.fhe, addreffing herfelf to
the {hepherd) that I may know to whom I am
obliged for this favour. Iam called Nonparelio
(replied the prince, by my companions) but for
the reft of my life I defire no name but that of
¢ your flave” The old woman afked the fhep-
herdefs what her name was, and fhe anfwered,
Brilliant, with which the hoftefs was mightily
taken; 2nd Nonpareliofaid an hundred agreeable
things on that fubjeét  Thelittle old fhepherdefs
being afraid that Brilliant might be hungry,
prefented her with brown bread and cream in a

clean earthen difh, fome new laid eggs, new
butter,
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bLutter and cheefe. Nonparelio ran tohis hut, and
fetched fome nuts, cherries, and other fruit,
finely fet off with flowers. He begged leave of
her to dine with her, that he might have the op-
portunity of her company‘the longer ; and the
could not without difficulty refufe him, for {he
began to be wonderfully delighted in the fight of
him: and though fhe affected to appear cold in the
matter, yet he perceived his prefence would not be
unacceptable.

When they parted, fhe did nothing but think of
him, and he of her. He vifited her every day, :
and drove her flock to the fame pafture where his
grazed: He fung pailionate {ongs, played on his
flute, and tuned his pipe to tempt her to dance;
which fhe did with fo much air and grace, that he
could never enough admire her. Each of them re-
fleting on the feries of adventures they had met
with, began to be uneafy: Nonparelio was always
feeking for her whenever he miffed her; and fhe
always avoided him. : :

When, walking in fome lonely /bade,
Alone ke met the lovely maid, .

. His paffion he fo well defign’d,
And flew'd how lovers hearts were join'd
T hat fbe, who burnt with equal flame,
Perceiv'd her fickne[s was the fame:
By what he faid, and /e could prove,
Too well fhe knew her pain was love,
Till then fhe often figh'd and wept,
And feldom eat, and feldom [lept.
From kim fbe learn’d the killing [fmart
Was causd, like his, by cupid’s dart :
T o0 lae her danger then fhe hnew,
And from her much-lov'd fkepherd flew;
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With pain [ke flew, and blam'd her flisht,
To frun a flame fo pure and bright,
-7 he lover thought his afage firange,
Nor gue[s'd the meaning of the change ;
He [ill purfw’d her o'er the plain,
And fought her ev'ry were in vain :
- -She fled the place if he was there,

And never hus complaints would hebr,

Brilliant was angry with herfelf for loving Non-
parelio. ¢ What (faid fhe) have not ‘I only the
¢ misfortune to love, but to.love a wretched thep-
¢ herd ? What cruel deftiny purfues me? I have
¢ preferred virtue to beauty; Heaven to reward
¢ my choice, has made me beautiful, and yet
¢ how miferableam I! Was it not for that beauty,
¢ the fhepherd from whom I fly would not be at f{o
¢ much pains to pleafe me and I fhould have had
* no need to be afthamed of my tendernefs for
¢ him.” Her fearsalways put an end to thefe fad -
reflections, and her trouble was increafed by the
trouble fhe gave her lovely fhepherd, which re-
duced him to a miferable condition; for he gave
himfelf over to forrow and defpair. He had a
mind to let Brilliant know the dignity of his birth,
in hopes that he might touch her vanity, if he
could not reach her heart ; but then he thought fhe
would not believe him ; and if fhe fhould require a
proof of it, ke could not give it her. ¢ What a
¢ {ad fate is mine! {fays he to himfelf) thoughI
¢ was frightful to look on, I was heir to a crown
¢ and a kingdom, which will fupply all defeéts:
¢ It is now in vain for me to fbew myfelf to my
¢ Father or his fubje&s; neither of them will
¢ know or own me; and all the good the fairy
¢ Benigna has done me in taking away my name
¢ and my deformity, is. to make a fhepherd of
(4

¢ me,and to deliver me up to the charms of a
) ¢ fhepherdefs
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s fhepherdefs who cannot endure my vows., Oh,
¢ barbarous ftars, either become more propitious
¢ to me, or render me deformed and as indifferent
¢ as before!’

Such were the melancholy meditations of the
lover and his miftrefs, without knowing .one an-
ther's cares; and thus it continued for fome
time with therp. It happened one day, that
Brilliant flying from Nonparelio, the thepherd re-
folving to {peak to her, thought of 2 way to do it
which would be leaft offenfive to her. He took a
little lamb, and dreft it up with flowers, and put
a collar of ribbons about his neck; himfelf wore
a rofe-coloured taffety coat, covered with Englith
lace; his crook Was adorned with ribbons, and
he had a filken ferip by his fide. Thus arrayed,
all the Celadons in the world would have locked

like fo many clowns to him. He found Brilliant

fitting on a bank of a river, which glided through
the thickeft part of a wood; her fheep were feed-
ing tound her, and the thepherdefs’s penfivenefs
firuck an awe on the fhepherd, for fear of dif-
turbing her. He approached her trembling, pre-
fented the little lamb to her, and looking languifh-
ingly on her, faid, ¢ What have I -done to you,
¢ fair fhepherdefs, to draw upon me fuch dread-
¢ tul marks of vour averfion? You are angry
¢ with yourfelf if you ehance to leok upon me ;
¢ you fly me: tell mein what my paflion appears
¢ {o offenfive to you ; can you defire a more pure
¢ and faithful love? Are not my words and ac,.
¢ tions full of refpe&t and warmth? Alas! it is
¢ too true, that you love elfewhere, and your
¢ heart is prepoffeffed in favour of another. Bril-
¢ liant, whom the muies had blefled as well as
¢ fairies, replied in verfe;

1 . Sbepherd;
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Shepherd, when thou feeft me fly,
Why fhould that thy fear create 2
Maids may be as often fhy
Out of love, a: out of hate,
When from you I fly away,
*1is becaufe I fear to flay.

Did I out of hatred run,

Lefs would be my pain and care ;
But, the youth I love, I fbun,

Who could [uch a trial bear 2
Who that fuch a fwain did fee,
Who could love, and fly like me 2

Cruel duty bids me go,
Gentle love commands my flay :
Daty's ftzll to love a foe ;
Shall I this or that obey ?
Duty frowns, and Cupid [miles,
That defends, and this beguiles.

Fver by this cryftal fiream
Icould fet and fee thee figh ;
Reavil’d with this pleafing dream,

Oh, tis worfe than death to fly :
But the danger s fo s reat,
Fear gives wings inflead of fe:t.

If thou lov'ft me,ﬂze‘bherd; leave me ;
If [ flay [am undone ;

O}, thou may’ft with eafe deceive we;

Prythee, charming boy, be gone :
Heav'ndecrees that we mufl part ;
He has my vows, and thou my heart.

Having faid this, {he ran away from him. The
love.fick and defpairing prince followed her; but

is gricf growing too ftrong for him, he fell at

the
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_thg foot of a tree, and ftirred no more than if he
fiad been quite dead; crying, ¢ Ah, too {evere,
¢ too favage virtue, why doft thou fear a man
¢ whofe paffion is fo fervent and innocent ?* The
princefs was afraid of herfelf as much as of bim ;
the could not forbear doing juftice to the merit of
the charming fhepherd, and knew that the fureft -
way to be fafe, is to fly from the perfon that ap-
pears too lovely in our eyes. :

None ever gained fuch 2 conqueflt over them-
felves as fhe did at that time, fhe tearing herfelf
from an obje&, the deareft to herfoul that ever the
faw in her life. She could not help turning back
feveral times to fee if he followed her. She faw
him fall down half dead ; fhe loved him, and yet
refufed him the comfort of being affifted by her.
When fhe got out of the wood into the plain, fhe
lifted up her eyes and cried, ¢ O virtue ! O glory!
¢ O greatnefs! I facrifice my quiet to you. O
¢ deftiny ! O Trafimenes! i renounce my fatal
¢ beauty; let me be as ugly as ever, or let me
¢ have the lover I abandon without blufhing.’
Having thus exclaimed againdt her ill fortune, {he
remained a while, doubting whether fhe fhould go
back and help him, or fly furtherfrom him Love
would have had her return to the place where fhe |
left Nonparelio; but her virtue triumphed over
her tendernefs, and fhe refolved never te fce him
more.

Since the had come into this country, fhe heard
talk of a famous magician, who lived in a caftle
which he and his fifter had built on the borders of
an ifland: Nothing was fo much talked of as their
vaft flill; they every day did miracles. Builliant
fancied {he fhould never be able todrivethe image
of her dear fhepherd out of her mind without the
help of magic; and, without faying a word 10
ber charitable hoftefs, who had entertained her,

: Ia and
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2nd loved her as if fhe had been her own daughter,
- {he went towards the caftle, fo full of trouble, that
fhe did not think of the peril fhe was runnip
nto on account of her youth, and expofing herfelf
2lone in a firange place.  She ftopped neither
night nor day, neither eat nor drank, fo eager
was fhe to arrive at the caftle, to be cured of her
tendernefs; and pafling through a wood, fhe heard
the voice of a perfon finging, which {he thought
the knew, and that {he heard her name alfo, She
fopped, to be the more fure of it; and hearkening
to the fong, found it was as follows;
5
Young Nonparelio lov'd 4 naid,
As fair as e’er was Jeen ;
The glory he of all the glade,
And fhe of all the green.

: 1
Tle [ylvan train with envy faw
T he lovely loving pair ;
The fwain approaci’d the nymph with awe,
The nymph the fwain with fear.

III.
Feir Brilliant fled from his complaint,
Afraid to hear }is Jighs,
And doubting fhe with Joy /hould grant
P hat Jhe with grief denies.

IV.
She racls herfelf to Jeem fevere s
He fees /i e does but Sfeign:
Tho' whem fe's prefent Joe's in fear,
When abjent fhe's in pain,

Y.
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Vi
With pleafure, by [ome murm'ring flreant,
She liftens to his lays,
Sull glad to find herfelf the theme.
And flattered with his praife.

VI.
Nor need he follow, for her race
Does ne'er continue long ; :
She flackens, when he [fings, her pace,
And learns her lover’s fong. :

s Tt is too much (faid fhe weeping) doft thou-
boaft of my innccent favours? indifcreet {hep-
herd ! thou prefumeft that my weak heart would
facrifice my duty to my paffion : thou haft dif-
covered thy unlawful defire, and thou art the
caufe of my being the fport of the woods and
¢ plains.” Shebelieved her {pite and revenge had
fo far got the mafltery of her, that fhe was in a
flate of indifference, if not of hatred, towards
him, and continued thus talking to herfelf : ‘what
¢ need I go any farther, to feek for a cure for my
difeafe? I have nothing to fear from a fhepherd,
in whom I have found fo little merit; I will go
back to the village with the fhepherdels whofe
voice 1 heard.” She then called to her as loud
as the could; but nobody anfwered : and yet every
now and then fhe heard her finging near her.
Fear and difquiet feized her, and indecd it was
true: for the wood belonged to the magician,
and none ever pa{led through it without fome {trange
adventuré or other. Brilliant, in mote doubt than
aver, haftened out of the wood as faft as fhe could.
Ts the fhepherd Iwas afraid of become {o formida-
ble to me, that I cannot venture to fee him again?
Isit not rather my heart, which fides with him, that
would deceive me ? fie, fie, it isall fuch a wretched
kg princefs

a 6 & & &

o & o &
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‘princefs as I have to do. So fhe went on to the
magician’s caftle, and entered it without meeting
any obfticle. She croffed feverai courts, where
the grafs was fo high, one would have thought. no-
body had been there for an hundred years
before ; there were fo many briars and thorns,
that fhe fcratched her hands in fevera] places to
make her way through them. The firft room {he
came to was a hall, into which the light only
came through a little hole ; it was hung with bats
wings inftead’ of tapefiry ; twelve cats were tied
up by the heels to the cieling, and kept fuch a
growling that it was intolerable; twelve mice
were faftened to a long table by the tail, each of
them with a bit of bacen before it, but at fuch a
diftance, that neither could reach it : thus the -
cats {aw the mice; and the mice the bacen, withe
out being able to reach what they wanted, though
they were all ready to be ftarved.

The princefs was mufing on the fate of thefe
animals, when the magician came to ker in 2 long
black robe; he had a crocodile on his head,
which ferved him inftead of a cap, and never did
man wear {uch a terrible bonnet before ; in one
hand he had a pair of fpedtacles, and in the othey
a wip of twenty long fnakes, all alive. It is
not to be imagined what terror feized the prin-
cefs at his appearance. She was forry fhe had loft
her fhepherd, her flock, and her dog, and her
thoughts were taken up how fhe might efcape this
moniter ; for as he was dreffed, he looked more
like Cerberus than a conjurer. She ran to the
door, but felt herfelf entangled in nets of cob-
webs: As faft as fhe cleared of one, fhe was
caught in another, and fo in another, till the num-
ber became almoft infinite; which tired her fo,
that fhe had not firength enough in her arms to

take the cobwebs off from hex body. She la y down
- o
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on the ground to reft herfelf, and fhe was fcarce
down before fhe felt thorns, and briers pricking
her: and rifing up to avoid that inconvenience,
fhe was again involved in the cobweb nets. The
wicked old fellow feeing what pafled, laughed till
his {ides were ready to burft. When his mirth
was over, he called to her, and faid, ¢ thou wil€
¢ pever be able to get freeas long as thou liveft &
¢ 1 like thee better than any damfel I ever beheld
¢ pefore; thou art fairer than the faireft, and as
¢ youngasone would wifh ; if thou wilt marry me,
¢ 1 will give thee the twelve cats thou feeft hang-
¢ ing up there, todo what thou wilt with them, as’
¢ alfo the twelve mice. The cats are fo many
¢ princes, and the mice fo many princefles : the’
s jades at feveral times had the honour to be
s liked by me (for Iever was amorousand gallant)
¢ yet neither of them would love me. Thefe prin-
¢ ces were my rivals, and happier than 1. Grow-
¢ ing jealous, 1 found means to tempt them’
¢ hither, and as I cought them in my fnares, I
¢ metamorphofed them into cats and mice. The’
s jeft of itis that they hate one another as much’
s as they are beloved ; and never revenge was
¢ {weeter or more complete.’ ¢ Ah, my lord,
¥ (replied Brilliant ) turn me into a moufe; Ide-
¢ {erve it as much as thefe poor princeffes. How P
¢ (quoth the conjurer:) you little filly wench,
¢ wilt thou not love me then ? 1 am relolved
¢ pnever to love any man, (faid the trembling
¢ princefs.) Oh, what a fool thou art ({ays the
¢ magician) I will maintain thee to admiration,
¢ tell thee tales, provide the fineft clothes in the
¢ world for thee: thou fhalt never go out but ‘in
¢ thy coach or chair, and every body fhall call’
¢ thee, my lady.” It is my refolution never o
¢ love (replied Brilliant.). Have 2 care (quoth the
¢ old fellow) what thou fayelt; thou wilt a long

14 time



176 The Gorpen Bouvcn.

¢ time repent it. No matter for that (faid the
* princefs) T am refolved never to love,” Art
¢ thou fo ? yeplied the magician ; thou art a very
¢ “indifferent creatare, aud for that reafon fhalt
* be of a very particular fpecies of animals in
“ Joint, blood and bones : thou fhalt be green,
* becaule of the greennefs of thy youth, light and
¢ airy; thou fhalt live in the meadows as thou
* didft before; and be named Santerella, or a
' Grafshopper. *He then touched her, and fhe be-
€ame the prettieft grafshopper in the world ; and
enjoying her liberty, hopped immediately inte
she garden.

As foon as The was alone, the burft out into the
moft lamentable moan. ¢ Ah, (cried the) would
‘ I had fill remained a cripple ! would I had now
“ thofe dear fupple legs that could not then fup-
* port me and that deformed fhape which frighted
“ all beholders! Ah, Trafimenes, where are thy
* fair promifes now ? what is become of that
* beauty which was fo carefully kept for me above
* two hundred years? it is fhorter Jived than the
* fpring flowers. What does it all end in? a
° green garment, a fingular form, neither flefh,
* nor fifh, bones nor blood, Ah, wretch that
* am, a crown would have hid al] my defeéts ;
¢
]
&
]
4
¢
4

I thould have married a man worthy of me ; and
if I had continued a fhepherdefs Rill, my heart
would have been the moft welcome prefentin the
world to the meft amiable Nonparelio. Fortune
has fufficiently revenged the affront I put upon
her. What am I now ? a grafshopper, doomed
to long nights and days : though my heart is in
* the bitternefs of woe, and I could weep a de-
* luge” Tbhus talked Santerella in her new figure,
frifking among the flowers and grals which grew

.en the banks of a river,
In
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In the mean while prince Nonparelio could not
fupport the burthen of his forrow for the abfence
of his adorable fhepherdefs the obftinacy with
which fhe left him, touched him fo nearly, that he
had not ftrength enough to follow her : he fell into
a {woon and remained infenfible of any thing,
like one without life, at the foot of the tree where
Brilliant faw higa fall. He continued thus fonie
time, till the frefhnefs of the ground, or {fome
unknown power, reftored him to life. He durft
not go to her houfe that day, and meditated
incelfantly on that part of the verfes fhe repeated
10 him ; the fenfe of which was:

From whom we dearly love, to flys
Does equal pains create,

As, when we know the fee s nighs
To fly from one we hate.

Thence he received fome flattering hopes that
time and his fervices would prevail upon her gra-
titude: but how unfpeakable was his grief, when
going to fee her at the old fhepherdefs’s he un-
derftood fhe bhad not been at home fince he faw
her! he was almoft dead with fear and difquiet,
and wandered about the plains in an unfuccefs-
ful fearch after her. He was weary, he refted
him{elfon a Tiver’s bank, and wasa hundred times
going to leap in, ta end his misfortunes with his
life. To exprefs the cares that lay upon his mind,
he wrote thefe verfes with a bodkin, on a willow
which grew over the river:

This fair fountain, that clear brook,
Thee deli- ious vales and plains ;
Every place on which 1 look,
Every [ign augments nty pains,

15 Whe#n
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When the lovely maid was here,

~ Allwas joy ; but now /be’s fled:

All is grief, and none /ball hear
Nonparelio's tuneful reed.

When the blufking morn appears,

When the day’s bright beams decreafe,
She’sa witnefs of my tears,

She my conflant forrow [ees,

Night and day’s the fame to me ;
Stl 1 weep, and fiill complain :
Naught but death, can fet me Sree,
Naught but death can cure my pain,

When 1 pierce thy tender rind,
Prythee, gentle tree, forgive,

Thou a fpeedy cure will find,
And, th’ deeper wounded, live :

Biit the torments of my heart,
Who can éear, or who can heal 2
There's no anguifh like the fmart
Whick defparing lover’s feel.

Erilliant’s ever charming name
Will thy growing beauties fave :
What can quench my raging flame 2
What can eafe me but a grave ?

He could write no more, being interrupted by a
little old woman, who came up to bim dreffed in a
ruff and fardingale, with a high crewned hat on ;
her grey hair and her antiquity was every way
venerable, ¢ Son, (faid fhe) I have heard your
¢ doleful complaints; pray tell me the,;,CaU'fC of
* your trouble.” Ah, mother (replied the prince)
¢ Imourn the lofs of a lovely fbepherdefs, who

runs
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& runs from me ; I know not where to follow her
¢ and find-her, Iam refolved to feek her all over
¢ the earth, butT will learn fome news of her,
¢ Go, (faid fhe) to yon caftle, and I believe you
¢ will hear of her in a little time. It was that of
the conjuror which the old woman pointed at.
Nonparelio thanked her, prayed love to be propi-
tious, and thither bent his way.

He met with nothing that ftopped him, till he
come to the weod belonging to the widow’s houfe; .
here he fancied he faw his fhepherdefs, and ran
after her, crying, ¢ ftay, Brilliant, ftay and hear
¢ me, my adorable fhepherdefs.” The nymph
flying, and he following, the chace continued till
night. When it was dark abroad, he efpied abun~
dance of lights in the caftle. He flattered him-
foIf that his miftrefs might be there; thither he
hattened, entered the court-yard without any im-

ediment, mounted the ftair-cafe, and in a mag-
nificent hall faw 2 huge old fairy, horribly lean,
her eyes refembling two dying lamps; her arms
were like laths, her fingers like bodkins, and tha
fkin of her carcafe like black fhagreen : however,
fhe was patched and painted, covered with green
and fad coloured ribbons. She wore a filver bro=
cade gown, a crown on her head, and was ald
over covered with diamonds. ¢ Prince, (faid
¢ {he) you have come to a place where I have a
¢ long time wifhed for you; think no more of
¢ your little fhepherdefs ; you ought to be athamed
¢ of fuch a difproportionate paflion: Iam the queen
¢ of Meteors ; I with you well, and fhall do infi-
¢ nitely for you, if you will love me.” Love you!
¢ (replied the prince, looking on her with {corn)
¢ Jove you, madam ! is it in my power to love
¢ whom I pleafe ? no, no, I can never be unfaith=
¢ ful ; and if I could, it would not be in favour of
¢ your Jadyfhip: go, find out forne proper in-
10 fluence
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¢ fluence for you among your Meteors ; love the
¢ air, the winds, and leave mankind in peace.’

The Fairy was proud and choleric; fhe ftfuck
her wand twice againft the ground, and in an
inflant the gallery was full of monfters, with
whom the young prince had to combat. Some of
them feemed to have feveral heads, and feveral
arms: fome were like Centaurs, fome Syrens,
fome like lions with human faces, fome like
fphynxes and fying ferpents. Nonparelio had
nothing in his hand to defend himifelf, but. his
crook and a little fpeat, which he thought he
might ftand in need of in his journey. ' The Fairy,
before the monfters fell upon him, afked him again
if he would love her. He fill anfwered, he de-
voted himfelf to death for his fair {hepherdefs,
The Hag finding fhe could not terrify him by his
own danger, thought of another expedient; fhe
made Brilliant appear: ‘See there ({aid fhe, then)
‘ thy miftrefs is at the lower end of the gallery ;
¢ if thou doft refufe to marry me, fhe fhall be pre~
¢ fently torn to pieces by tigers before thy face.’
¢ Ah, Madam (cried the prince, throwing him-
¢ {elf at her feet) fpare her life, and take mine.
‘I do not want thy life, traitor (replied the
¢ Fairy) it is thy love and thy hand that I de-
‘ fire”  While they talked. thus together, the
prince fancied he heard his {hepherdefs’s voice, in
a mournful tone, cryingy ¢ Will you then let
‘ me be devoured? if youlove me, do what the
¢ queen requires of you.’

The poor prince was in {ufpence what to do in
the midft of his troubles: He cried out, ¢ Ah,
¢ Benigna, have you forfaken me, after fo many
¢ kind promifes? Come and help me, Benigna,
* in this my diftrefs.’ Having faid this, he heard
2 voice in the air, wbich diftin&ly pronounced
thefe words.

Deftiny
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Deltiny will work her way :

All things muft her laws obey.
Prince, be faithful tothy vow;
I®ve, and feek the Golden Bough.

The Fairy, who believed fhe fhould be victori-
eus by the help of {o many imaginary terrors,
was enraged to fee her{elf checked by a fuperiox
power : The protedtion of the Fairy Benigna was
an obftacle in her way, and fhe could not get over
it. * Benigna (faid fhe) begone from my fight !
¢« Unhappy Prince, thy heart is full of flames ;
¢ thou fhalt for the future be a cricket, always a
¢ friend to heat and fire.’ i

In an ioftant the beautiful and wonderous
Prince Nonparelio became 2 little black cricket,
who would have burnt him{elf alive in the firft fire
he came to, had he not remembered the friendly
voice which he heard in the air. ¢ Let us fearch
¢for the Golden Bough (faid he) perhaps it will
¢ uncricket me; and if I find my dear {hepherde(s
¢ here, how perfeétly happy fhall 1be ¥’

The cricket made the beft of his way, as faft
as he could, out of the fatal palace: He did not
know where to go, and recommended himfelf to
the care of the beautiful Fairy Benigna. He
departed without noife or equipage, for your
erickets fear neither robbers mor ill adventures
on the road. His fuft refting-place was in a
hollow tree, where he found a grafhopper very
melancholy ; not a note could be got out of her,
The cricket little imagining the grafhopper was
an infe& of parts, {aid thus to her, not expecting
an aniwer: ¢ Whither are you going, comrade
¢ grafhopper, that you are fo fad? And whither
¢ are you bound, comrade cricket P’ quoth the
grathopper. The cricket was furprifed to hear
her reply. ¢ How is this! can you fpeak ? (faid

: he.
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¢he.y And can you? (faid the grafhopper). why

¢ fhould we not have as great a privilege as you
¢ crickets I may very well talk (quoth the
¢ cricket) becaufe I am 2 man.” And by the fame
¢ rule (fays the grafhopper, I may pretend to
¢ the ufe of my tongue, for I am a maiden.’
¢{ays the cricket, I perceive your fortune is the
¢ fame with mine.’ Without doubt replied the
¢ grafhopper) but whither are you going? I fhall
¢ be very glad (quoth the cricket) if it is your
¢ way, that we may travel together. I heard a
¢ voice (faid fhe) in the air, pronouncing thele
¢ words :

Deftiny will work her way ;
Go, feek the Golden Bough.

] fuppofe it was meant to me: and I imme-
¢ diately {et out to fearch for it, thought I do not
¢ know where to go.”

Their conference was interrupted by two mice,
which they faw running at them with all their
force. 'They leaped into the tree head foremoft,
and had like to have ftifled the two comrades,
Cricket and Grafshopper, who crept as well as
they could into a corner of the hole. ¢ Ah, Ma-
¢dam (quoth the biggeft moufe) I have got a
*pain in my f{ide by running fo faft; how fares
¢ it with your Royal Highnefs I have loft part
¢ of my tail (replied the youngeft moufe) I was
¢ forced to leave it, or I had been fill faftened to
¢ the old Conjuror’s table. Did you fee how he
¢ followed us? Happy are we to have got out of
¢ his infernal palace! I am a little afraid of cats
“and traps.” Heaven deliver your highnefs
¢ from them (faid the biggeft moufe)I fhall pray
¢ heartily for our arrival at theGolden Bough.” Do
* you know . the way then (quoth her moft mou-

4 fical
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¢ fical highnefs? As well as tomy own houfe,
¢ It is a marvellous Bough; one of itsleaves 1s
¢ enough to make a perfon rich for ever; it helps
s people to money: it uncharms them ; it makes
¢ them handfome; and keeps them ever youmg.'
The Grafshopper perceiving how matters ftood,
addreffed herfelf thus to their highneffes : ¢ Here is
¢ a poor honeft cricket, and I, fhall be very proud
¢ of your company, ladies, for we are, as well as
¢ you, pilgrimsto the Golden Bough.' Upon this,
many civil things pafled between the little ani-
smals and little infedts: for the mice were princefles,
that had made their efcape from the horrid con-
juror’s table, to which they were faftened; and
as for the Cricket and Graishopper, it s very well
known, thatno princes in the world could behave
themfelves more gallantly upon occafion.
They were each of them awake early the next
morning : They fet out very filently, being fore
afraid, if any hunters fhould have heard them
talk, they had been all {napt and put in 2 cage.
They came- thus to the place where the Golden
Bough grew. It was planted in the middle of a
garden full of wonders: Inftead of gravel, the
alleys were made of oriental pearls, as big as
peale ; the rofes were allin garnet diamonds, and
the leaves emeralds; the blofloms of the pomegra-
nates were garnets; the marygolds topazes; the
Jonquils yellow brilliants: the violets faphires; the
bluebottles turquoifes; the tulips amethyfts and
opals. In fhort, the quantity and variety of
thefe’ fine flowers were fuch, that they out fhone
the fun.
1t was here, as I faid before, that the Golden
Bouch grew, the fame as prince Nonparelio receiv-
ed from the eacle, with which he touched the Fairy
Benigna, and incharmed her ¢ It was grown as
bigh as the talleft trecs, and loaden with rubies
in
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in the fhape of cherries. As foon as the Cricket
and Grafshopper, and the two Mice approached it,
they received their natural forms. O joy, O
tranfport, not to be expreffed by words or
images ! The prince at the fight of the fair thep-
herdefs threw himfelf at her feet, and was aboug
to fay what his fo agreeable and unlooked for fur-
prife would di&ate, when Queen Benigna and the
King Trafimenesappeared, witha pomp that could
not be paralleled. Every thing amufed ; the mag-
nificence of the garden, four cupids armed cap-

~ a-pee, with their bows by their fide, and thesr
quivers at their thoulders, held a Jittle canopy of
gold and blue brocade over the king and queen ;
and two graces marched on each fide, with two
crowns on their heads. ¢ Come hither, ye ami-
‘able lovers faid the queen, extending her
¢ arms ‘to embrace them) receive from me the
¢ crowns which your virtue, your birth, and your
~¢ conftancy, deferve; ycur fufferings {hall change
¢ to pleafures. Princefs Brilliant (continued {he)
¢ this fhepherd, fo dreadful to your foul, is the
*{fame prince that your father and his defigned to
* be your hufband; be did not die in the tower :
¢ Take him, and leave the care.of your pecace
¢ and happinefs to me.” The princefs, overjoyed
at this difcovery, threw herfelf about Benigna’s
neck, and fhewed, by the tears which trickled
down her cheeks, that excefs of rapture bhad de-
prived her of the ufe of fpeech. Nounparelio, bend-
ing one knee to the ground, kiffed the generous
Fairy’s hands, and, in the confufion of his joy,
faid a thoufand thines without any order or
conneétion. Trafimenes carefled him in a very
high degree; and Benigna in a few words told
them, it was the who propofed to Brilliant to blow
in the yellow and white muff: that fhe had af-
fumed the thape of an old fhepherdefs, to enters
taia
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tain the princels at her houfe; that it was fhe
who fhewed the prince whither his fhepherdefs
was gone, Indeed, continued fhe, you have fuf-
fered a great deal, and I would bave prevented it}
had it been in my power; but the pleafures of
love muft be dearly bought, and the joy makes
amends for the forrow. :
Then a foft fymphony of mufick firuck up on
every fide of them. The cupids crowned the
two young lovers; and their nuptials were cele-
brated with the magnificence that became Benigna’s
court. The two princeffes, who were in the {hape
of mice, earneftly entreated the Fairy to try
the utmoft of her art to deliver the unhappy cats
and mice out of the Conjuror’s clutches. - ¢ This
¢ is too happy a day (fhe replied) to deny you
¢ any thing.’ Saying this, fhe ftruck the Golden
Bough thrice; upon which all thofe who had been
confined by the Magician's charms appeared in
their proper forms. The generous Fairy, being
willing that every body fhould fhare in the joy of
that day, divided the treafures of the fort in the
tower among them ; a prefent worth as much as
ten kingdoms in thofe days. -Itis ealy to imagine
they were full of fatisfactionand acknowledgments.
Benigna and Trafimenes crowned their generofity,
by declaring, that the palace, the garden, and
the Golden Bough, fhould for the future be king
Nonparelio and Queen Brilliant's. An hundred
other kings were his tributaries, and an hundred
kingdoms dependent upon that, which the twe
grateful fairies beftowed on the two happy lovers.

Tho’ Brilliant was far from deferving the name,
And never beheld her foul face but with thame;
Tho' beauty and riches fhe might have requir'd,
And had from the Fairy-Queen all fhe dcﬁredT;h.?
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Tho' beauty fo fatters, and riches bewitch,

That all the foft fex would be handfome and rich;

Yet when fhe might both have been wealthy and
fair,

She chofe what of late is the ladies leaft care ¢

Kind Fairy, the ery’d, give me virtue and wit,

And as to my perfon, do what you think fit;

For youth’s a gay dream that paffes away,

And foon will the gloriesof beauty decay ;

But the wealth of the mind is both lafting and pure,

And the charms of the foul do for ever endure,

THRE
S TIOR"Y

‘OF THE

QUEEN AND COUNTRY GIRL,

HERE wss upon 2 time, a gqueen fo

very far firicken in vyears, that her ma-

jefty was tcothlefs and bald. Her head fhook and
trembled perpetually like the leaves of an afpin ;
and her fight was fo dim, that fpe@acles were of
no longer ufe to her, Her mouth was almoft hid
by the near approach of . her nofe and chin : Her
: fiature
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fature was fo diminifhed, that the was (hrunk into
2 fhapelefs heap ; and her back fo bowed, that
you would have thought that fhe had been crooked
from her infancy. :

A fairy who affifted at the birth of this queen,
came to her and faid; ¢ Do you defire to grow
¢ young again? ¢ Moft ecarneltly (veplied the
¢ queen) I would part with all my jewels, to be’
¢ but twenty.” * Then, (continued the Fairy) it~
¢« will be neceffary to make an exchange, an
¢ to transfer your ageand infirmities to fome one,
¢ who will be contented to fpare you her youth
¢ and health, To whom, therefore; fhall we give
¢ your hundred years ?’

Hereupon, the Queen gave orders to make dili-
gent enquiry through the kingdom, for a perfen
who might be willing to barter youth for age, upon
a valuable confideration. When thefe orders were
publicly known, a great many poor people from
all parts focked to the court; all of them de-
firous to be made old and rich: But, when they
had feen the Queen at dinner, hideous in her in-
firmitics, trembling and coughing over a mefs of
water-gruel, and doating ever and anon, as fhe
{poke ; not one was inclinable to take up the bur-
den of her years. They chole rather to live by
begging, and to enjoy youth and bealth in rags.
There came likewife, 2 crowd of ambitious per-
fons, to whom fhe promifed great dignities, and
the higheft honours® But when they had feen her;
« What will all our grandeur avail (faid they) when
¢ we fhall appear fo frightful as to be afthamed ta
¢ {hew ourfelves in public ¥’

At laft there came a young Country-Girl (whofe
name was Mopfy in full bloom : who demanded
no lefs than the crown as an equivalent for her
youth and beauty. The Queen immediately grew
angry; but to what purpofe? {he was bent upon

renewing
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Tenewing her vigour at any rate; and faid te
Mopfy, ¢ Let us divide wy kingdom, and f{hare
¢ alike: You fha]l reign over the cne half; and
I will content myfelf with the other 1 This will
be power enough, in con{cience, for you, who are
but a little mean peafant.” N, (replies the
girl) I am not {o eafily fatisfed : Ler me enjoy
my obfcure condition and my roly complexicn ;
and much good may it do your majefty and your
hundred years, and your wrinkles and more
than one foot in the grave.” ¢ But then (faid the
Queen) what fhould I be able to do without my
kingdom ? you would laugh, you would dance,
you would fing {ike me, (anfwers the young
giply) and immediately fhe broke out into a
laughter, and danced, and fung. The Queeny
who was far from being in a condition to imi-
tate her jollity, faid, ¢ And what would you do in
* my place: You who are neither accuftomed to
¢ old age nor empire? I cannot well fay (an-
¢ {fwers this country lafs) what I fhould do; but
¢ I have a month’s mind to try it a little; for 1
¢ have always heard it is a fne thing to be a
¢3Queen.’

When the two parties feemed now difpofed ta
an agreement, and wereready to ftrike the ba rgain,
incomes the fairy, and addreffing herfelf to Mopfy,
faid, ¢ Are you willing to make trialof the cop.
¢ ditionof an old Queen; and fee firft how you like
¢ it, before you refolve upon a change in good
¢ earneft? With all my heart (replies the girl.”)
Her forehead is inftantly furrowed with wrinkles,
her chefnut hair turns white : {he grows peevifh
and morofe ; her head fhakes, her teeth are loofe :
and fhe is already an hundred vears old. The
fairy then opens a'little box, and lets out 2 multi-
tude of officers and courtiers of both fexes, richly
apparelled, who foon fhot up in the full Rature of

pasis
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yen and women, and paid their homage to the
new queen, She is condued to her chair of
flate ; and a coftly banquet is immediately fet
before, her; but, alas, fhé has no appetite, and
cannot bear the fumes of the table ; her limbs fail
her when fhe tries to walk; fhe is awkward and
bafhful, and in a maze; fhe knows not how to
fpeak, nor which way to turn herfelf ; fhe calls for
a looking-glafs, and is ftartled at her own defor-
mity ; and fhe coughs till her fides ache,

In the mean time the true queen ftands in cne

eorner of the room by herfelf; fhe laughs and
begins to grow handfome, Her temples are fhaded
with hair, and fhe renews her tecth; her cheeks
glow with youth, and her forehead is fair and
fmooth: And now fhe begins to recolleét her
youthful aivs and virgin coynefs; and fet her per-
fon out to the beft advantage; but fhe is troubled
to find herfelf but meanly appatelled ; her coats
fhort and fcanty; and her waiftcoat of a coarfe
woollen ftuff: She was not ufed to be thus poorly
equipped ; and one of her own guards who took her
for {fome rude creature,went to turn her out of
the palace.
Then faid Mopfy to her; ¢ I perceive you are
not a little unealy in my condition; and I am
much more weary of yours: Take your crown
again, and give me back my ruffet garment.’
The exchange was foon made; as {oon the queen
whithered. and the virgin-peafant bloomed airefh,
The reftoration was hardly compleated on both
fides, when each began to repent; but it was too
late, for the fairy had now condenined them both
to remain in their proper condition.

The Queen bewailed herfelf daily, upon the
fmalleft indifpofition: ¢ Alas (would fhe fay) if I
¢ was Mopfy at this time, I fhould fleep indeced in
¢ a cottage, and feed upon chefnuts; but then

by
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¢ by day I fhould dance in the fhade with the

fhepherds, to the fweet mufic of the pipe.
What am I happier for lying in an crnbroicfered

14
¢ bed, wherel am never free from pain ? Or, for
¢ my numerous attendants, who have not the
¢ power to relieve me ?’

Her grief for having forfeited her choice, in-
creafed her indifpofition ; and the phyficians (who
were twelve in number) conftantly attended her,
foon brought her diftemper to a height. Briefly,
fhe died at the end of two months. Mop{y wasin
the midft of a dance with her companions, on the
bank of a running ftream, when tidings came of
the queen’s death : Then fhe blefled herfelf, that
fhe had efcaped from royalty ; more through good
fortune and impatience, than through forecaft and
refolution.

From this tale we may learn, that the chief
happinefs in this life are eafe and content; fupe-
tior pleafures to what any riches can beftow.

-W—'*
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WONDERFUL WAND.

BOVE two thoufand vyears ago, theme
reigned over the kingdom of Tonga, a king
whofe mame was Abdallah. He was married to a

young princefs, the daughter of a king of a neigh-~
bouring
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bouring country, whofe name was Roufignon. Her
beauty and prudence engaged him fo far in affec-
tion to her, that every hour he could poffibly fpare
from attending the affairs of his kingdom, he {pent
in her apartment. They had a little daughter to
whom they gave the name of Juletta, who was the
darling and mutual care of both.

The king was quiet in his dominions, beloved
by his fubjects, happy in his family, and all his
days rolled on in calm coutent and joy. The
king’s brother Abduiham was alfo married to a
young princefs, named Tropo, who in feven years
had brought him no children: And fhe conceived
{o mortal a hatred againft the queen (fhe envied
her happinefs in the little princefs Juletta) that fhe
refolved to do her fome mifchief. It was impof-
Gble for her during the king’s life-time, to vent
her malice without being difcovered ; and there-
fore fhe pretended the greateft refpedt and friend~
fhip imaginable for the unfufpedting queen.

Whilft things were in this fituation, the king
fell into a violent fever, of which he died: And
during the time that the queen was in the height
of her affli@ion for him, and could think of no-
thing but his lofs, the princels Tropo took the
opportunity of putting in execution her malicious
intentions. She inflamed her hufband’s paflions,
by fetting forth the meannefs of his {pirit, in let-
ting a crown be ravithed from his head by a fe-
male infant, till ambition {eized his mind, and
he refolved to wield the Tongian fceptre himfelf.
It was very eafy to bring this about ; for by his
brother’s appointment, he was protector of the
realm, and guardian to the young princefs his
niece: And the queen taking him and the prin-
cefs his wife for her beft friends, {ufpecting no-
thing of their defigns, but in a manner gave her-

{elf up to their power.
The
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- The protector Abdulham, having the whole
treafure of the kingdom at his command, was in
poffeffion of the means to make all his fchemes
fuccefsful : And the Princefs Tropo, by lavifhly re-
warding the inftruments of her treachery, con-
trived to make it generally believed, that the
queen had poifoned her hufband; who was {g
‘much beloved by his fubjedts, that the very hore
Tor of the adion, without any proof of her guilt,
raifed againft the poor unhappy queen an unjver-
fal clamour, and a general averfion throughout
‘the whole kingdom. The princefs had fo well
laid her icheme, that the guards were to feize the
queen, and convey her to a place of confinement,
till fhe could prove her imnocence ; which that {he
might never be able to do, proper care was taken,
by procuring fufficient evidence to accufe her on
oath; and the princefs Juletta her daughter, was
to be taken from her, and educated under the care
of her uncle. But the night before this cruel de-
fign-was to have be.n put in execution, a faith-
ful attendant of the queen’s, named Loretta, by
the affiftance of one of the princefs Tropo’s confi-
dants, who had loig profeffed himfelf her lover)
difcovered the whole fecret, of which fhe imme-
diately informed her roval miftrefs.

The horrors which filled the queen’s mind at
the relation of the princefs Tropo's malicious in-
tentions, were inexpreffible, and her pertusbation
fo great, that fhe could not form any {cheme that
appeared probable to execute for her own prefer-
vation. Loretta told her, that the perfon who had
given her this timely notice, had alfo provided a
peafant, who knew the country, and would meet
her at the weftern gate of the city, and, carrying
the young Princefs Juletta in his arms, would con-
dudt her to fome place of fafety; but fhe muft
cconfent to puton a difguife, and elcape that very

night,
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‘night from the palace, or fhe would be loft for.
ever. Horfes or mules, the faid it would be im-
poffible to come at without fufpicion ; therefore
fhe muft endeavour (tho’ unufed to {fuch fatigue)
to travel a-foot, till the got herfelf concealed in
fome cottage from her purfuers, if her enemice
fhould think of endeavouring to find her out. ILo-
retta offered to attend her miftrefs, but fhe abfo-
~ lutely forbid her going any farther than to the
weftern gate ; where delivering the little princefs
Juletta into the arms of the pealant, who was
there waiting for them, fhe relu&tantly with-
drew.

The good queen, who faw no remedy to this her
difgrace, could have borne this barbarous ufage
without much repining, had fhe herfelf been the
only fufferer by it: for the lofs of the good king
her hufband fo far exceeded all other misfortunes,
that every thing elfe was trifling in comparifon to.
{o dreadful an affli&ion. But the young princefs
Juletta, whom fhe was accuftomed to look on as her
greateft blefling, now became to her an objeét of
pity and concern; for, from being heirefs to a
throne, the poor infant, not yet five years old,
was, with her wretched mother, become a vaga-
bond, and knew not whither to fly for protection,

Loretta had prevailed on her royal miftrefs to
take with her a few little neceffaries, befides a
fmall pi¢ture of the king, and {fome of her jewels,
which the queen contrived to conceal under her
night cloaths, in the midft of that hair they were
ufed to adorn when her beloved hufband delighted
to fee it difplayed in flowing ringlets round her
fnowy neck. This lady, during the life of her
fond huiband, was by his tender care kept from
every inclemency of the air, and preferved from
every inconvenience that it was poffible for hu-
man rature to fuffer, What then mufd be her con-

5 K dition
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dition now ! when through bye-paths and thorny
ways, the wasobliged to fly with all poffible {peed,
to efcape the fury of her cruel purfuers ; for the too
well knew *the merciléfs temper of her enemies,
to hope that they would not purfue her with the
utmoft diligence, efpecially as fhe was accom-
panied by the young princefs Juletta; whofe life
ivas the principal caufe of their difquiet, and whofe
deftruction they chiefly aimed at.

The honeft peafant, who carried the princefs
Juletta in his arms, followed the queen’s painful
fleps: and feeing the day begin to break, he beg-
ged her, if poffible, to haften on to a wood which
was not far off ; where it was likely fhe
might find a place of fafety. But the afflicted
queen, at the fight of the opening morn (which
once ufed to fill her mind with rifing joy) burft

“into a flood of tears, and quite overcome with
gricf and fatigue, caft herfelf on the ground; cry-
ing out in the moft affecting manmer, the end of
¢ my misfortunes is at hand. My weary limbs
¢ will no longer fupport me. My {pirits fail me.
¢ In the grave alone muft I feck for fhelter.” "I he
poor princefs feeing her mother in tears, caft her
little arms about her neck, and wept alfo, though
fhe knew not why.

While fhe was in this deplorable condition,
turning round her head, fhe faw a Hhittle girl, no
older in appearance than the princefs Juletta ;
who, with an amiable and tranquil countenance,
begged ber to rife and follow her, and fhe would
lead ber where fhe might refrefh and repofe herfelf.

The queen was furprifed at the manner of
fpeaking of this little 'child, as {he took her to
be : but foon thought it was fome kind fairy fent
to protect her ;'and was very ready to fubmit her-
felf to her guidance and protection.

The
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. The little fairy (for fuch indeed was the feem-
_ing child, who had thus accofted them) ordered
the peafant to return back, and f{aid that fhe would

" take care of the queen, and her young daughter; ;

and he knowing her to be the good fairy Sybella,
very readily obeyed.

" Sybella then flriking the ground three times
with a little wand, there fuddenly rofe up before
them a neat plain car, and a pair of milk-white
horfes; and placing the queen with the princefs
Juletta in her lap by her fide, fhe drove with ex-
ceflive fwiftnefs full weftward for eight hours;
when (juft as the fun began to have power enough
to make the queen almoft faint with the heat,
and her former fatigue) they arrived at the fide
of a thady wood ; on entering upon which, the
fairy made her horfes flacken their fpeed; and
having travelled about a mile and a half, through
rows of elms and beech-trees, they came to a
thick grove of firs, into which there feemed to be
noentrance. For there was not any openingto a
path, and the underwood, confifting chiefly of
rofe bufhes, white-thorn, eglantine, and other
flowring {hrubs was fo thick, that it appecared im-
poffible to force her way through them. But
alighting out of the car (which immediately difap=
peared) the fairy (bidding the queen follow her)
pufhed her way through a large bufh of jeflamine,
whofe tender branches gave way for her paflage,
and then clofed again, fo as to leave no traces of
an entrance into this charming grove.

Having gone a little way through an extreme
narrow path, they came to an opening (quite fur-
rounded by thefe firs, and {weet underwood) not
very large, but in which was contained every
thing that is neceffary towards making life com-
fortable. At the end of a green meadow was a
plain neat houfe, built more for convenience than

Kz beauty,

-
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beauty, fronting the rifing fun ; and behind it
was a fmall garden ftored only with fruits, and
ufeful herbs. Sybelia condudted her guefts into
this her fimple lodging; and as repofe was the
chief thing neceffary for the poor fatigued queen,
fhe prevailed with her to lie down on a couch,
Soine hours of found fleep, which her wearinefs in-
duced, gave her a freth fupply of fpirits : the
eafe and fafety from her puriuers, in which fhe
then found herfelf, made her for a fhort time tole-
rably compofed ; and fhe begged the favour of
knowing to whom fhe was fo greatly obliged for
this her happy deliverance : but the fairy, f{eeing
her mind too unfettled to give any due attention
to what fhe fthould fay, told her that fhe would de-
fer the relation of her own life (which was worth
her obfervation) till fhe had obtained a refpite
from her forrows: and in the mean time, by all
manner of obliging ways, fhe endeavoured to
divert and amulfe her.

The queen, after a fhort interval of calmnefs of
mind, occafioned only by her fo fudden elcape
trom the terrors of purfuit, returned to her former
dejection, and for fome time inceffantly wept at
the difmal thoughts, but the princefs feemed now,
by this reverfe of fate, to be for ever excluded all
hopes of being feated on her father’s throne ; and
by 2 firange preverfe way of adding to her own
grief, fbe afHlicted herfelf the more, becaufe the
little princels was ignorant of her misfortunes ;
and whenever fhe faw her diverting herfelf with
Hittle childifh plays, inftead of being pleafed with
fuch her innocent amufement, it added to her
forrow, and made tears gufh forth in a larger
fiream than ufual. She could not divert her
thoughts from the palace from which fhe had been
driven, to fix them on any ether object ; nor would

her
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her prief fuffer her to reflect, that it was poflible
for the princefs to be happy without a crown.

. At length time, the great. cure of all ills, In
{fome meafure abated her forrows; her grief be-
gan to fubfide ; and fpite of herfelf, the reflection
that her mifery was only in her own fancy, would
fometimes force itfelf on her mind. She could
not avoid feeing that her little hoftefs enjoyed as
perfe& a ftate of happinefs, as is poffible to attain
in this world: that fhe was free from anxious
cares, undifturbed by reftlefs paffions, and mif-
trefs of all things that could beof any ufe ta
make life eafy and agreeable, The oftener this
reflection prefented itfelf to her thoughts, the
more ftrength it gained ; and at laft {he could
even bear to think, that her beloved child might
be as happy in fuch a fituation, as was her amia-
ble hoftefs. Her countenance now grew more
cheerful : fhe could take the princefs Juletta in her
arms, and thinking the jewels fhe had preferved .
would fecure her from any fear of want, looked on
her with delight ; and began even to be eonvinced,
that her future life might be fpent in calm cone
tent and pleafure.

As foon as the voice of reafon had gained this
power over the queen, Sybella told her, that now
her bofom was fo free from paffion, fhe would re-
late the hiftory of her life. I'he queen, overjoyed
that ber cuariofity wmight now be gratified, begged
her not to delay giving her that pleafure one mo-
ment : on which our little fairy began in the fol-
Jowing manner.

My father (faid the fairy) was a Magician ;
He married a lady for love, whofe beauty far out-
{hone that of all her neighbours ; and by means of
that beauty, the had fo great an influence over her
hufband, that the could command the utmoft power
of his art. But better had it been for her, had

K3 that
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that beauty been wanting; for her power only
ferved to make her with for more, and the grati-
fication of every defire begat a new one, which
often it was impoffible for ber to gratify, My fa-
ther, though he faw his error in thus indulging
her, could not attain fteadinefs of mind enough to
fuffer his beloved wife once to grieve or fhed a
tear to no pupole, tho' in order to cure her of
that folly which made her miferable.

My grand father {fo plainly faw the temper and
difpofition of his {fon towards women, that he did
not leave him at liberty to difpofe of his' magic
art to any but his pofterity, that it might not be
in the power of a wife to teafe him out of it.

But bis caution was to very little purpofe; for
although fhe could not from herfelf exert any ma~
gic power, yet fuch was her unbounded influence
over her huiband, that fhe was fure of {uccefs in
everyattempt to perfuade him to gratify her defires.
¥or if every Argument fhe could invent happened
to fail, yet the fhedding but one tear was a certain
method to prevail with him to give up his reafon,
what ever might be the confequence.

When my father and mother had been married
about a year, {he was brought to bed of a daughter,
to whom fhe gave the name of Brunetta. Her
firlt requeft to my father was, that he would en-~
dow this infant with as much beauty as fhe herfelf
was poffeffed of, and beltow on her as much of his
art as thould enable her to fucceed in all her de-~
figns., My father forefaw the dreadful tendency
of granting this requeft; but {aid he would give it
with this reftriétion, that the fhould fucceed in all
her defigns that were not wicked ; for, faid he,
the fuccefs of wicked defigns always turns out as
a punifhment to the perfon fo fucceeding. In this
refolution he held for three days, till my mother
(being weak m body after her lying-in) worked

" herfelf
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herfelf up with her violent paffion to fuch 2 degree,
that the phyficians told' my father, they defpaired
of her life, unlefs fome method could be found to
make her mind more calm and ealy. His fond-
nefs for his wife would not fuffer him to bear the
thoughts of lofing her ; and the horror with which
that apprehenfion had for a moment poffeffed his
mind, prevailed with him to beftow on the little
Brunetta (though forefeeing it would make -her
miferable) the fatal gift in its full extent. But
one reftvidtion it was out of his power to take off,
namely that all wicked defigns ever could and
fhould be rendered ineffectual by the virtue and
perfeverance of thofe againft whom they were in-
tended, if they in a proper manner exerted that
virtue. ) !

I was born about two years after Brunetta, and
was caled Sybella: but my mother was fo taken
up with her darling Brunetta, that fhe gave her-
felf not the leaft concern about me; and I was left
wholly to the care of my father. In order to,
make the gift the had extorted from her fond hul-
band as fatal as poffible to her favourite child,
{he took care in her education (by endeavouring
to cultivate in her the fpirit of revenge and malice
againft thofe who had in the leaft degree offended
her) to turn her mind to all manner of mifchief;
hy which means (he lived in a continual paffion.

My father, as foon aslI was old enough to
hearken to reafon, told me of the gift he had
conferred on my fifter; faid he could not retract
it: and therefore, if the had any mifchievous de-
figns againft me, they muft in fome meafure {uc-
ceed ; but he would endow me witha power fupe-
rior to this gift of my fifter’s, and likewife fupe-
rior to any thing elfe that he was able to beftow,
which was {trength and conftancy of mind enough
to bear patiently any injuries I might receive; and

this
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this was a ftrength, he faid, which would not de-
cay,.but rather increafe, by every new exercife of
it: and to fecure me in the poffeffion of this gift,
ke alfo gave me 2 perfect knowledge of the true
value of every thing around me, by which means
1 might learn, whatever outward accident befel
me, not to lofe the greateft blefling in this world,
namely, a calm and contented mind. He taught
me fo well my duty, thatI cheerfully obeyed my
mother in all things, though fhe feldom gave me a
kind word, or even a kind look ; for my fpiteful
fifter was always telling fome lyes to make her
angry with me. But my heart overflowed with
gratitude to my father, that he fhould give me
leave to love him, whilft he inftruéted me that it
was my duty to pay him the moft firi& obedience.,
‘Brunetta was daily encouraged by her. mother to
ufe meill, and chiefly becaufe my father loved me;
and although the fucceeded in 21l her defigns of re-
venge on me, yet fhe was very uneafy becaufe fhe
could not take away the cheerfulnefs of my mind;
for 1 bore with patience whatever happened to me:
and the would often fay, muft I, with all my beau-
ty, power, and wifdom, pretend to be happy and
cheerful ? then would fhe cry and ftamp, and rave
“like 2 mad creature, and fet her invention at work
to make my mother beat me, or lock me up, or
take from me fome of my beft cloaths to give to
her: yetftill could ‘not her power extend to vex
my mind: and this ufed to throw her again into
fuch paffions, as weakened her health, and greatly

impaired her fo much boafted beauty.
In this manner we lived, till on a certain day,
-after Brunetta had been in one of her rages with
me for nothing, my father came in and chid her
for it; which when my mother heard fhe threw
herfelf into fuch a violent paffien, that her hufband
sould not pacify her, And being big with child,
the
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the convulGons caufed by her paffions, brought her
to her grave. Thus my father loft her, by the
fame uncontroulable exceffes, to preferve her from
the fatal effe&s of which, he had before ruined his
daughter. He did not long furvive her ; but be-
fore he died, he gave mea littlewand, which by
firiking three times on the ground, he faid would
at any time produce me any neceffary or conve-
nience of life, which I really wanted, either for
myfelf or the afliftance of others : and this he gave
me, becaufe he was very fenfible, he faid, that
as foon as he was dead, my fifter would never
reft till te had %ot from me both his caftle, and
every thing that 1 had belonging to me in it.
but, continued he, whenever you are driven from
thence, bend your courfe directly into the pleafant
wood Ardella; there firike with your wand, and
every thing you want will be provided for you.
But keep this wand a profound fecret, or Brunetta
will get it from you, and then (though you can
never while you preferve your patience be un-
happy) you will not have it in yo.r power to be of
fo much ufe as you would wifh to be, to thofe who
ftand in need of your affiftance. Saying thefe
words, he cxpired, as I kneeled by his bed-fide,
attending his laft commands, and bewailing the

lofs of fo good a father.
1n the midf of this our diftrefs, we fent to my-
uncle Sochus, my father’s brother, to come to us,
and to affiftus in an equal divifion of my deceafed
father’s effe®s: but my fifter foon contrived to
make him believe, that I was the wickedeft girl
alive, and had always fet my father againft her
by my art, which fhe faid 1 pietended to call
wifdom ; and by feveral handfome prefents (ke
foon perfuaded him (for he did not care a farthing
for either of us) to join with her in faying, vtha?:
asfhe was the eldeit filter, {he had a full figl:t to
K 5 the:
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the caftle, and every thing in it ; but fhe told me
I was very welcome to ftay there, and live with
her, it I pleafed’;and while I behaved myfelf well,.
the fhould be very glad of my company.

As it was natural for me to love all people that
would give me leave to love them, 1 was quite
overjoyed at this kind offer of my fifter’s, and
never once thought on the treachery the had fo.

" lately beeu guilty of : and'I have fince refledted,

that happy was it for me, that paffion was fo much
uppermoft with her, that fhe could not executeany
plot that required a diffimulation of any long
continuance: for had her good-bamour lafted but
one four-and-twenty hours, it is very probable
that I thould have opened my whole heart to her;
fthould have endeavoured to have begun a friend-
thip with her, and perhaps have betrayed the
fecret of my wand : but jult as it was fun-fet, the
came into the room where I was, in the moft vio-
lent paffion in the woild, accufing me to my
uncle of ingratitude to her great generofity, in
fuffering me to live in her caftle. She faid, ¢ that
¢ ‘he had found me out, and that my crimes were
¢ of the blackeft dye,’ although fhe could not tell
me either what they were, or who were my accu-
fers. She would not give me leave to {peak, ei-
ther to afk what my offence was, or to jultify my
innocence: and I plainly perceived that her pre-
tended kindnels was defigned only to make my
difappointment the greater; and that [he was now
determined to ind me guilty, whether I pleaded
or not. Andafter the had raved on for fome time,
ihe faid to me with a {neer, ¢ {ince you have al-
¢ ways boafted of your ¢alm and contented mind,
¢ you may now try to be contented this night
¢ with the {oftnefs of the grafs for your bed; for
¢ here in my caitle you fhall not ftay one moment
¢ Jonger. And e faying, fthe and my wuncle led

5 me
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me to the outer court, and thrufting me with all
their force from them, they fhut up the gates,
bolting and barring them as clofe as if to keep out
a giant ; and left me at that time of night, friend-
lefs, and as they thought, deftitute of any kind of
{upport. :

I then remembered my dear father’s laft words,
and made what hafte I could to this wood, which
is not above a mile diftant from the caftle; and
being as I thought about the middle of it, I ftruck
three times with my wand, and immediately
up rofe this grove of trees which you fee, this
houfe, and all the other conveniencies which I
now enjoy : and getting that very night into this
my plain and eafy bed, I enjoyed as {weet a re-
pofe as ever I did in my life, only delayed indeed
a2 fhort time; by a few fighs for the lofs BEHD
good a parent, and the unhappy ftate ot a felf-
tormented filter, who flumbers, | fear, on 2 bed
of down, were more reftlefs and interrupted that
pight than mine would have been, even had not
my father’s prefent of the wand prevented me
from the neceffity of ufing the bed of grafs, which
{hé in her wroth allotted me. In this grove which
I call Placid Grove, is contained all that I'want ;
and it is fo well fecured from any invaders, by the
thick, briars and thorns which furround it, having
no entrance but through that tender jeffamine,
that I live in no apprehenfions of any difturbance,
though fo nearmy filter's caftle. But once in-
deed, fhe came with a large train, and whilft I
was afleep, fet fire to the trees all around me;
and waking, I found myfelf almoft fuffocated with
fmoke, and the flames had reached one part of
my houfe. 1 ftarted from my bed, and ftriking
on the ground three times with my wand, there
came fuch a quantity of water from the heavens,
as foon extinguifhed the fire; and the next

morning,
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morning, by again having recourfe to my wand,
all things grew up into their convenient and proper
erder.  When my fifter Brunetta found that I
had fuch a fuper natural power at my command,
though fhe knew not what it was, fhe defifted ever
attempting any more by force to difturb me;
and now only ufes all fort of arts and contrivan-
ces to deceive me, or any perfons whom 1 would
with to fecure. One of my father’s daily leffons
to me was, that I fhould never omit any oneday
of my life endeavouring to be as ferviceable as I
poflibly could to any perfon in diftrefs. And I
daily wander, as far as my feet will carry me, in
fearch of any fuch; and hither I invite them to
peace and calm contentment, But my father
added alfo this command, that I thould never en-
deavour doing any farther good to thofe, whom
adverfity had not taught to harken to the voice
of reafon enough to enable them fo to conquer
their paflions, as not (o think themf{elves miferable
in a f{afe retreat from noife and confufion. This
was the reafon I could not gratify you in relating
the hiftory of my life, whilft you gave way to
raging paffions, which only ferve to blind your
eyes, and fhut your ears from truth. But now,
great queen (for I know your ftate, from what
you vented in your grief) I am ready to endow
this little princefs with any gift in my power, that
T'know will tend really to her good: and I hope
your experience of the world has made you too
reafonable to require any other.

The queen confidered a little while, and then
defired Sybella to endow the princefs with that
enly wifdom, which would enable her to fee and fol-
low what was ber own true good, to know the value
of every thing around her, 2nd to be fenfible, that
fellowing the paths of goodnefs, and pcrformi}:lg

€r
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her duty, was the only road to content and
happinefs. '

Sybella was overjoyed at the queen’s requelty
and immediately granted it, only telling the prin-
cefs Juletta, that it was abfolutely neceffary to-
wards the attainment of this great blefling, that
fhe fhould entirely obey the queen her mother,
witheut ever pretending to examine her com-
mands; for ¢ true obedience (faid fhe) confifts in
¢ {ubmiffion; and when we pretend to choofe
¢ what commands are proper and fit for us, we do
not obey, but {et up our own wifdom in oppor
fition to our governors : this my dear Juletta,
you muft be very careful of avoidinz, if you
would be happy.’ She then cautioned her againft
giving way to the perfuafions of any of the young
{hepherdefles thereabouts, who would endeavour
to allure her to difobedience, by ftriving to raife
in her mind a defire of thinking herfelf wife,
whillt they were tearing from her what was indeed
trie L wildomsg s Horcilaid Sybella) my  fifter
¢« Brunetta, who lives in the caftle the drove me
¢ from (about a mile from this wood) endows
¢ young {hepherdefles with great beauty, and
¢ every thing that isin appearance amiable, and
¢ likely to allure away, and make wretched, thofe
¢ perfons 1 would preferve : and all the wifdom
s with which I have endowed the princefs Juletta,
s will not prevent her falling into. my f{ifter’s
¢ {nares, if the gives the lealt way to temptas
8
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tion : for my father’s gift to Brunetta, ia ber
infancy, enables her (as I told you) to fuc-
ceed in all her deligns, except they are re-
fited by the virtue of the perfon fhe is practi-
fing againft. Many poor wretches has my fifter
already decoyed away from me, whom fhe now
keeps in her caftle; where they live in {plendor
and feeming joy, but in real mifery, from per-

petual
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¢ petual jars and tumults, raifed by envy, ma-
¢ lice, and all the train of tumultuous and tor- -
¢ menting paffions.’

The princefs Juletta faid, fhe doubted not but
fhe thould be able to with{tand any of Brunetta’s
temptations.  Her mother, 1aterrupting = her,
eried out, * O, my dear child, though you are en-
¢ dowed with wifdom enough to dire@ you in the
¢ way to virtue; yet, if you grow conceited, and
¢ proud of that wifdom, and fancy yourfelf above
¢ temptation, it will lead you into the worflt of
* evils., Here the fairy interpofed, and told the
princefs Juletta, that if {he would always carefully
cblerve and”obey her mother who had learned
wildom in that beft {chool, adverfity, fhe would
then, indeed, be able to withftand and overcome
every temptation; and would likewife be happy
herfelf, and able to difpenfe happinefs to all
around her. Nothing was omitted by the fairy
to make this retirement agreeable to her roval
guelts : and they had now paffed near feven years
in this delighttul grove, in perfedt peace and
tranquillity ; when one evening, as they were
walking in the pleafant weod which furrounded
their habitation, they efpied under the {hade,
and leaning againft the bark of a large oak, a
poor old man, whofe limbs were withered and
decayed, and whofe eyes were hollow, and funk
with age and milery. They ftopped as foon as
they faw him, and heard him in the anguifh of his
heart, with a loud groan, utter thefe words ;
¢ When will my forrows end ? Where fhall I find
* the good fairy Sybclla ?* The fairy immediately
begged to know his bufinefs with her ; and faid,
if his forrows would end on finding Sybella, he
might fet his heart at eafe ; for the ftood now
before him, and ready to ferve him, if his diftre(fes
were fuch as would admit of relief, and he could

prove
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prove himfelf ‘worthy of her friendfhip. The old
man appeared greatly overjoyed at having found
the fairy, and began the following ftory. ;
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¢ T live from hence a thoufand leagues. All
this way have I come in fearch of you. My
whole life has been fpent in amaffing wealth, to
enrich one only fon, whom I doated on to di-
Qradion. It is now five years fince I have
given him up all the riches I had labouved to
get, only to make him happy. But, alas ! how
am 1 difappointed ! His wealth enables him to
cornmand whatever this world produces ; and
yet the pooreft wretch that begs his bread, can-
not be more miferable. He {pends his days in
riot and luxury ; has more {laves and atten-
dants than wait in the palace of a prince; and
Rill he fighs from morning till night, becaufe-
he fays there is mothing in this world worth
living for. Allhis dainties only fate his palate,
and erow irkfome to his Gght., He daily chan-
ges his opinion of what is pleafure ; and on
the trial finds none that he can call fuch ; and
then falls to fighing again for the emptinels
of all that he has enjoyed. So' that inftead of
being my delight, and the comfort of my old
age, {leeplefs nights and anxious days, are all,
the rewards of my paft labours for him. But
I have had many vifions and dreams to admo~
nifh e, that if T would venture with my old
frame to travel a-foot, in {earch of the fairy
Sybella, fhe had a glafs, which if the fhewed
him, he would be cured of this dreadful melan=
choly ; and I have borne the labour and fatigue
of cominz this long tirefome way, that 1 may
not breathe my lalt with the agonizing reflec-
tion, that all the labours of my life have been
thrown away. But what thall I {fay to engage
you to go with me ? Can riches tempt, or praile
allure you 2 ¢

&
¥
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¢ No (anfwered -the fairy) neither of them has
¢ power to move me; but I compaflionate your
¢ age; and if I thought I could fucceed, would
¢ not refufe you. The glafs which I fhall bid
¢ him look in, will fhew himn his inward felf; bat
¢ if he will not open both his eyes and heart to
‘ truth, to let bim underfland, that the pleafures
¢ he purfues, not only are not, but cannot be, f{a-
¢ tisfactory, I can be of no fort of fervice to him.
¢ And koow, old man, that the punifhment you
¢ now feel, is the natural refult.of your not hay-
¢ ing taught him this from his infancy : for, in-
¢ flead of heaping up wealth, to allure him to
¢ feek for happinefs from fuch deccitful means,
¢ you fhould have taught him that the only pathto
¢ it was to be virtuous and good.’

The old man faid, ke heartily repented of his
conduct ; and then on his knees {o fervently im--
plored Sybella’s affiftance, that at laft {he confen-
ted to go with him. 'Then ftriking on the ground
three times with her wand, the car and horfes
rofe up; and placing the old man by her, after
taking leave of the queen, and begging the prin-
cefs Juletta to be careful to guard againit all
temptations to difobedience, fhe fet out on her
journey. y

The queen and the princefs Juletta remained,
by the good fairy’s defire, in her habitation du-
ring her abfence. They {pent their time in fe~
renity and content; the princefs daily improy-
ing herfelf in wifdom and goodnefs, by harkening
to her mother’s inftructions, and obeying all her
commands ; the queen, in ftudying what would
be of moft ‘ufe to her child. She had now forgot
her throne and palace, and defired nething far-
ther than her prefent peaceful retreat. One
morning, :as they were fitting in a little arbour
at the corner of a pleafant meadowy on a fudden

they
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they heard a voice much {weeter than they had
ever heard, warble through the following fong.

I
Virtue, foft balm of ev'ry woe,
Of ev'ry grief the cure,
"Tis thouw alone that canit beftow
Pleafures unmixt and pure.

II. 3
The fbady wood, the verdant mead,
Are virtue's flow'ry road ;
Nor painful are the fleps which lead

To her divine abode.

, 11,

"Tis not in palaces or halls,
She or her train appear 5

Far off Jke fliesfrom pompous walls 3
Virtue and peace dwell here.

The queen was all attention, and at the end of
the fong, fhe gazed around her, in hopes of fee-
ing the perfon, whofe enchanting voice {he had
been {o eagerly liftening to ; when fhe efpied a
young fhepherdefs, not much older than the prin-
cefs Juletta, but poflefled of fuch uncommon and
dazzling beauty, that it was fome time before {he

~could difengage her eyes from fo agreeable an ob-
je&. As foon as the young fhepherdefs found her-
{elf obferved, fhe feemed modeftly to offer to
withdraw; but the queen begged her mnot to go
ti11 fhe bad informed them who fhe was, that with
fuch a commanding afpect, had fo much engaged

them in her favour.
The
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The Shepherdefs coming forward, with'a bafh-
ful blufh, and profound obeifance, anfwered, that
her name was Rozella, and fhe was the daughter
of a neighbouring fhepherd and {bepherdefs, who
lived about a’quarter of a mile from thence ; and
to confels the truth, fhe had wandered thither, in
hopes of feeing the young firanger, whofe fame
for beauty and wifdom had filled all that country
round,

The princefs Juletta, well knowing of whom
fhe fpake, conceived from that moment fuch an
inclination for her acquaintance, that fhe begged
her to ftay, and {pend the whole day with them
in Placid Grove. 'Here the queen frowned upon
her ; for fhe had, by the fairy’s defire, charged
her never to bring any one, without her permiffi-
on, into that peaceful grove.

The young Rozella anfwered, that nothing could
be more agreeable to her inclinations; but fhe
muft be at home by rioon ; for {o in the morning
had her father commanded ker, and never yet
in her life had the either difputed or difobeyed
her parents commands, Here the young prin-
eels looked on her mother with eyes expreflive
of joy, at finding a companion, which fhe, and
even the fairy herfelf, could not difapprove.

When Rozella took her leave, fhe begged the
favour, that the little Juletta (for fo fhe called her,
not knowing her to be a princefs) might come to
her father’s fmall cottage, and there partake fuch
homely fare as it afforded: a welcome, fhe faid,
fhe could infure her; and though poor, yet, from
the honefty of her parents, who would be proud to
entertain fo rare a beauty, the was certain no fort
of harm could happen to the pretty Juletta from
fuch a friendly vifit, and fhe would be in the
fame place again to-morrow, to meet her, in hopes,
as fhefaid, to conduct her toher humble habitatign,

when
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When Rozella was goné, the queen, though
bighly'peﬂ’eﬁed‘iri her favour, both by her beauty
and modeft behaviour, yet pondercd {ome time on
the thought, whether or no {he was a fit compa=
nion for her daughter. She remembered what
Sybella had told her concerning Brunetta’s adorning
young {hepherdefles with beauty, and other ex-
cellencies, only to enable them toallureand entice
others into wickednefs. Rozella’s beginning her
acquaintance with the princefs by flattery, had no
good afpect; and the fudden effett it had upon
her, foas to make her forget, or wilfully difobey,
her commands, by inviting Rozella to Placi
Grove, were circumftances which greatly alarmed
her. But, by the repeated intreaties of the prin
cefs, {he gave her confent that fhe fhould meet
Rozella the next day, and walk with her in that
meadow, and in the wood ; but upon ne account
fhould go home with her, or bring Rozella back
with her. The queen then, in gentle terms, chid
the princefs for her invitation to the young fhep
herdefs, which was contrary to an abfolute com=
mand ; and faid, ¢ you muft, iy dear Juletta, be
¢ yery careful to guard yourfelf extreamly well
¢ againft thofe temptations, which wear the face
¢ of virtue. ‘I know, that your {udden affection
¢ to this apparent good girly and your defire of
¢ her company, to partake with you the innocent
¢ pleafures of this happy place, arife from a good
s difpofition : but where the indulgence of the
¢ moft laudable paffion, even benevolence and
¢ compaflion itfelf, interferes with, or runs coun=
¢ ter to your duty, you rouft endeavour to fupprefs
¢ it, or it will fare with you, as it did with that
¢ ben, who, thinking that {he heard the voice of
¢ a little duckling in difirefs, flew from her
¢ young ones, to g0 and give it affiftance, and
¢ following the cry, came at laft to a hedge, out

of
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-the caufe of truth and virtue. The princefs re-
fumed her ufual cheerfulnefs and good humour,
Rozella fung ber a fong in praife of confiancy of
mind : and they paffed the reft-of the time they
ftayed together as they ufed to do. :

But, juft before they parted, Rozella begged fhe
would not tell her mother of the firft part of the
converlation that paffed - between them. The
princefs replied, that it would be breaking through
one of her mother’s commands ; and therefore
the darved not grant her requeft. Then faid
Rozella, ¢ here I muft for ever part with my dear
-4 little Juletta. Your mother not knowing the
manuer in which I {fpoke, will have an ill opi-
nion of me, and will never truft you again
in my company. Thus will you be torn from .
me; and my lofs will be irreparable.” Thefe
words fhe accompanied with a flood of tears,
and fuch little tendernefles, as quite melted the
princefs into tears allo. But fhe full faid, that
the could not dare to conceal from her mother any
thmg that had happened, tkough fhe could not but

own, fhe believed their feparation would be the
* confequence, ¢ Well then (cried Rozella) I
* will'endeavour to be contented, as our {epara~
¢ tion will give you lefs pain, than what you call
¢ this mighty breach of your duty: and though I
,» would willingly undergo almoft any torments
¢ that could be invented, rather than be debarred
¢ one moment the company of my deareft Juletta;
¢ yet I will not expeét that fhe {hould fuffer the
L}
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fmalleft degree of pain or uneafinefs, to faye
me from lofing what is the whole pleafuie of my

life.
I he. princefs could not bear the thought of ap-
earing ungrateful to fuch a warm friendfhip as
Rozella exprefled ; and without farther hefitation,
promifed to conceal what fhe had faid, and to un-

dergo
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dergo any thing, rather than lofe fo-amiable a
* friend. :

After this they parted. But when the princels
entered the grove, the did not as ufual, run with
hafte and joy into the prefence of her indulgent
mother; for her mind was difturbed : fthe felt'a
confcious fhame on feeing her, and turning away
her face, in which fhe imagined fhe would fee the
fecret lurking in her bofom. Her mother obfer-
ved with concern her downcaft look; and want of
cheerfulnefs : ‘and afking what was the matter,
{he anfwered, her walk had fatigued her, 'and fhe
begged early to retive to.reft. Her kind mother
conlented : but little reft had the poor princefs all
that night; for the pain. of having her mind
touched with guilt, and the fear fhe was under
of lofing her dear companion, kept her thoughts
in one continued tumult and confufion.: The
fairy's gift now became her curfe ; for the pow-
er of feeing what was right, as fhe had a&ed con-
trary to her knowledge, only tormented her.

She haftened the next morning to meet Rozella
and told her all that had pafled in her own mind
the preceding night ; declaring that fhe would not
pafs fuch another for the whole world; but yet
would not difpenfe with her promife to her with-
out her confent ; and therefore came to aik her
leave to acquaint her good mother with all that
had paffed : ¢ for (faid fhe) my dear Rozella, we
¢ muft if we would be happy, do always what is
¢ right, and truft for the confequences,” here Ro-
zella drew her features in the moft contemptuous
fueer imaginable, and faid, ¢ pray, what are all
thefe mighty pains you have futfered ? Are they
not owing only to yourwant of fenfe enough to
know, that you cando your mother no harm by
concealing from her this, or any thing elfe that
can vex her ? And my dear girl {continued fhe)
when you have once entered into this way of

¢ thinking
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¢ thinking, and have put this blind duty out of
¢ your head, you will fpend no more fuch reftlefs
¢ nights, which you muft fee was entirely owing
¢ to your own imaginations.’

‘This flartled the princefs to fuch a degree, that
fhe was breaking from her; but putting ona more
tender air, Rozella cried, ¢ and can you then, my
¢ dear Juletta, determine to give me up for fuch
¢ a trifling confideration ?* Then raifing her
voice again, in a haughty manner, fhe faid, ¢ I
¢ ought to defpife and laugh at you for your folly,
¢ or at belt pity your ignorance, rather than offer
¢ a fincere friendfhip to one fo undeferving,’

The princefs having once fwerved from her
duty, was now in the power of every paffion that
thould attack her.

Pride and indigmation, at the thought of being
defpifed, bore more fway with her, than her
affeétion to her fond mother ; and fhe was now
determined, fhe faid, to think for herfelf, and
make ufe of her own underftanding, which, fhe
was convinced, would always teach her what was
right. Upon this Rozella took her by the hand,
and with tears of joy, faid, ¢ now my deareft
¢ girl, you are really wife, and cannot therefore
(according to your own rule) fail of being hap-
py- But to fhew that you are in earneft in this
refolution, you fhall this morning go home with
me to ray father’s cott : it is not {o far off, but
you will be back by the time your mother ex-
pedts you; as that will be obeying the chief
command, it is but concealing from her the
thing that would vex her, and there will be no
harm done.” Here a ray of truth broke in up-
on our young' princefs; but as a falfe fhame,
and fear of being laughed at, had now got poffef-
fion of her, fhe with a foft figh, confented to the
propofal.

®R & & & a & & & o

Rozella
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Rozella led the way. But jult as they were
turning round the walk, which leads out of the
wood a large ferpent darted from one fide out of
a thicket, dire&tly between them; and tarning
its hifling mouth towards the princefs, as feeming
to make after her, the fled hattily back, and ran
with all ‘her fpeed towards the grove, and pant-
ing for breath, flew into the arms of her ever kind
protedtrefs.

Her mother was vaftly terrified to {ee her trem-
ble and look fo pale ; and asfoon as fhe was a little-
recovered, afked her the occafion of her fright;
and added (with tears running down her cheeks)
¢ 1 am afraid, my dear Juletta, fome fad’ difafter

¢ has bpfallcn you; for indeed, my child, I but
¢ too plainly faw laft night—’

Here the princefs was {o ftruck with true fhame
and confufion for her paft behaviour, that {thz fell
down upon her knees, confeffed the whole tr‘uth,
and implored forgivenels for her fault.

The queen kindly raifed her up, kiffed and fo1~
g“\, her.- ¢ I am overjoyed, my dearchild ({aid
¢ fhe) at this your {weet repentance, though the
effect of mere accident, as it appears ; but fent
without doubt, by fome good fairy ¢e fave you
from ' deftruction : and I hope you -are tho-
roughly convinced that the ferpcnt which drove
you home, was not half fo dangerous as the falfe
¢ Rozella)

The plin cefs anfwered, that the was thoroughly
fenfible of the danger fhe had avoided ; and hoped
fhe never fhould again, by her own folly and
wickednefs, defene to be expoled to the danger
from which fhe had fo lately efcaped.

Some days paffed without the princefs's offering
to {tir out of the grove ; and in that time fhe gave
a willing and patlmr ear to-all her mother's i in-
ftructions, and feemed thoroughly fenfible of the

L oreat
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great deliverance fhe had lately experienced.
But yet there appeared in her countenance an
uneafinefs, which the queen wifhing to remove,
aflked her the caufe of it.

¢ .Jt is, my dear madam, (an{iered the princefs)
¢ becaufe I have not yet had it in my power to
¢ convince you of my repentance, which, though I
¢ know it to be fincere you have had no proof of,
¢ but in words only; and indeed my heart longs
¢ for an occafion to thew you, that I am now able
¢ torefift any allurement which would tempt mc
¢ from my duty;and I cannot be eafy till you
¢ have given me an opportunity of fhewing you
¢ the firmnefs of my refolution ; and if you will
¢ give me leave to take a walk in the wood alone,
¢ this evening I fhall refurn toyou with pleafure,
¢ and will promife not to exceed any bounds that
¢ you fhall preferibe.’

The queen was not much pleafed with this re-
queft ; but the princefs was {o earneft with her to
grant it, that fhe could not well refufe, without
feeming to fufped her fincerity ? which fhe did
not, but only feared for her fafety ; and giving
her a ftri& charge not to ftir a ftep out of the
wood, or to fpeak to the falfe Rozella, if fhe came
in her way, {he reluctantly gave her confent.

The princefs walked through all the flowry la-
byrinths, in which fhe had fo often ftrayed with
Rozella, but the was fo fhocked with the thoughts
of her wickednefs, that the hardly gave a figh for
the lofs of a companion once fo dear to her: and
as a proof that her repeptance was {incere, though
fhe heard Rozella finging in an arbour (on purpofe
perhaps to decoy her) fhe turned away without the
leaft emotion, and went quite to the other fide of
the wood; where looking into the meadow, in
which fhe firft beheld that falfe friend, fhe faw a
girl about her own age, leaning againft a tree,

and
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and crying moft bitterly. But the moment the
came in fight the young {hepherdefs (for fuch by
her drefs fhe appeared to be) cried out, ¢ O help,
¢ dear young lady help me ; for I am tied here to
¢ this tree, by the {piteful cortrivance of a wicked
¢ young fhepherdefs, called Rozella : my hands
¢ too you fee, are bound behind me, fo that
¢ I cannot myfelf unloofe the knot: and if [
¢ am not releafed, here muft I lie all night : and
¢ my wretched parents will break their hearts, for
¢ fear fome unlucky accident {hould have befallen
¢ their only child, their poor unhappy Florimel !’

The princefs hearing her fpeak of Rozella in
that manner, had no fufpicion of her being one of
that falfe girl’s deluding companions ; but 1ather
thought that {he was a fellow-fufferer with herfelf;
and therefore, without any confideration of the
bounds prefcribed, (he haftened to releafe her, and
even thought that fhe fhould give great pleafure in
telling her mother, that fhe had faved a poor
young {hepherdefs from Rozella's malice, and re-
fored her to her fond parents. But as {foon as the
had unloofed the girl from the tree, and unbound
her hands, inftead of receiving thanks for what
. {he had done, the wicked Florimmel burft into a
laugh, and fuddenly fnatched from the princefs
Juletta’s fide her father’s picture, which fhe
always wore hanging in 2 ribband, and ran away
with it as faft as fhe could, over the meadow.

The princefs was fo aftonifhed at this ftrange
piece of ingratitude and treachery, and was fo
zlarmed for fear of lofing what*{he knew her mo-
ther fo highly valued, that hardly knowing what {he
was about, the purfued Florimel with all her fpeed ;
begging and entreating her not to bereave her {fo
bafely and ungratefully of that picture, which
fhe would not part with for the world : but it was
allto no purpole ; for Florimel continued her flight,

La and
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and the princefs her purfuit, till they arrived at
Brunetta’s caftle gate ; where the fairy herfelf ap-
peared drefled and adorned in the moft becoming
manner, and with the moft bewitching {mile that
can come from dazzhing beauty, inviting the prin-
" cels to enter her caftle (into. which Florimel was
run to hide herfelf) and promifed her on that con-
dition, to make the idle girl reftore the picture,

It was now {o late, that it was impoffible for the
princefs to think of returning home that night ;
and the pleafing addrefs of Brunetta, together
with the hopes of having her picture reftored, foon
prevailed with her to accept of the fairy’s invi-
tation.

The cafile glittered with gaudy furniture ; fweet
‘mufic was heard in every room; the whole com=
pany, who were all of the moft beautiful forms
that could be coriceived, firove who thould be moft
obliging to this their new gueft. They omitted
nothing that could amufe and delight the fenfes.
And the princefs Juletta was {o entranced with joy
and rapture, that the had not time for thought, or
for the leaft ferious reflection : and fhe now began
to think, that fhe had attained the higheft happi-
nels upon earth.

After they had kept her three days in this round
of pleafure and delight, they began to pull off the
maik :  nothing was heard but quarrels, jars, and
galling fpeeches: inftead of {weet mufic, the a-
partments were filled with fcreams and howling ;
for every one giving way to the moft outrageous
paffion, they were always doing each other fome
malicious turn, and one univerfal horror and con-
fufion reigned.

The princefs was hated by all, and was often
afked, with infulting {neers, why fhe did not re-
turn to her peaceful grove, and condefending
mother ? But her mind having been thus turned

alide
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afide from what was right, could not bear the
thoughts of returning; and though by her ' daily
tears (he fhewed her repentance, fhame prevent-
ed her return : but this again, was not the right
fort of (bame; for then fhe would humbly have
taken the punilhment due to her crime ; and
it was rtather a ftubborn pride: which as fhe
knew herfelf fo highly to-blame, would not give
her leave to fuffer the confufion of again cenfefling
her fault ; and till fhe could bring herfelf to fuch
a ftate of mind, there was no remedy for her
milery. ‘

The queen in the mean time, fuffered for the
lofs of her child more than words can exprefs,
till the good fairy Sybella returned. The queen
burlt into tears at the fight of her ; but the fairy
immediately cried out, ¢ you may {pare yourfelf
¢ my royal gueft, the pain of relating what has
¢ happened. I know it all ; for that old man,
¢ whom I took fuch pity on, wasa phantom, raifed
¢ by Brunetta, to allure me hence, in order to
¢ have an. opportunity, in my ablence, of fe-
¢ ducing the princels from her duty. She knew
¢ nothing but a probable ftory could impofe on
¢ me: and therefore raifed that ftory of the
¢ mifery of the old man’s fon (from motives which
¢ too often, indeed, caufe the mifery of mortals)
¢ 25 knowing I fhould think it my duty to do
¢.what I could to relieve fuch a wretch. T will
¢ not tell you of my journey, nor what 1 have
¢« gone through.” T knaw your mind is at pre-
¢ fent too much fised on the princefs, to attend
¢ tofuch a relation : I will only tell you what con-
¢ cerns yourfelf. When the phantom found, that
¢ by no diftrefs he could difturb my mind, he {aid
¢ he was obliged to tell the truth; what was the
¢ intention of my being deluding from home, and
¢ what had bappened fince; and then. vanifhed

Lg ¢ away’,
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‘ away.” Here the fairy related to the queet
every thing that had happened to the princefs, as
has already been told ; and concluded with fay-
ing, that fhe would wander about the caftle-walls
(for Brunetta had no power over her) and if the
could get a fight of the princefs, fhe would en-
deavour to brimg herto a true fenfe of her fault,
and then fhe might again be reftored to happinefs.

The queen bleffed the fairy for her goodnefs ;
and it was not long before Sybella’s continual af-
fiduity got her a fight of the princefs; for fhe often
wandered a little way towards that wood fhe had
once {0 much delighted in, but never could bring
herfelf to enter into it ; the thought of feeing her
injured mother made her ftart back, and run half
wild into the fatal caftle. Rozella ufed frequently
to throw herlelf in the way ; and on hearing her
fighs, and feeing her tears, would burft into a
Ineering laugh at her folly ; to avoid which laugh,
the poor princefs firft fuffered herfelf to throw off
all her principals of goodnefs and obedience, and
was now fallen inte the very contempt fhe fo
much dreaded.

The firft time the fairy got fight of her, fhe
ealled to her with the moft friendly voice ; but
the princefs ftung to the foul with the fight of her,
fled away, and did not venture out again for fe-
veral days. The kind Sybella began almoft to de-
fpair of regaining her loft child ; but never fail-
ed walking round the caftle many hours every
day. And one evening, juft before the fun fet;
fhe heard within the gates, a loud tumultuous
noife, but more like riotous mirth, than the voice
either of rage or anger; and immediately fhe {aw
the princefs ruth out at the gate, and about a dozen
girls laughing and fhouting, running after her,
the poor princefs flew with all her {peed, till fhe
eame to a little arbour, jult by the fide of a

woed ;
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wood ; and her purfuers, as they intended only
to teaze her, did not follow her very clofe ; but,
as foon as they loft fight of her, returned all back
again to the caftle.

Sybella went diredly into the arbour, where fhe
found the little trembler, proftrate on the ground,
crying and fobbing, as if her heart was breaking.
The fairy feized her hand, and would not let her
go, till fhe had prevailed with her to return to the
Placid (Grove, to throw herfelf once more at her
mother’s feet, affuring her that nothing but this
humble ftate of mind would cure her mifery, and
reftore her wonted peace.

The queen was filled with the higheft joy to fee
herchild ; but refirained herfelf fo much, that fhe
fhewed not the lealt figns of it, till fhe had f{een her
fome time proftrate at her feet, and had heard
her with tears properly confefs, and afk pardon
for all her faults. She then raifed, and once
more forgave her ; but told her that fhe muftlearn
more humility, and diftruft of herfelf, before {he
fhould again expect to be trufted.

The princels made 1o anfwer ; but by a modeft
downcalt look exprefled great concern, and true
repentance ; and in a fhort time recovered her
former peace of mind : and as (he never after-
wards difobeyed her indulgent mother, fhe daily
increafed in wifdom and goodriefs.

After having lived in the moft inmocent and
peacable manner for three years, (the princefs
being jult turned of eighteen years old) the fairy
told the queen, that fhe would now tell her fome
news of her kingdom, which fhe had heard in her
journey : namely, that her brother-in-law had
made proclamation throughout the Kingdom, of
great rewards to any one who fhould produce the
queen, and the princefs Juletta, whom he would
immediately reinflate in the throne.

Lg The
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The princefs, Juletta was by when fhe related
this; and faid {he begged to lead a private life,
and never more be expofed to the temptation  of
entering into vice, for which {he had already fo
feverely fmarted. - ' \ ‘

The fairy told her, that fince {he doubted heg-
felf, {he was now fit to be trufted - ¢ For ({aid fhe)
Ldid not like your being fo fure of refifting
temptation, when firlt T conferred on you the
gift of wifdom. But you will, my princefs, if
you take the ciown have an opportunity . of
- doing {o much good, that if you continue vir=
tuous, you will have perpetual pleafures ; for.
. power made a right ufe of, is indeed a very

great blefling.” . il
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The princels anfwered, that if the queen her.
mother, thought it her duty to take the crown,
fhe would cheerfully fubmit, though a private life
thould he otherwife her choice, .

The queen replied, that fhe did not blame her
for chufing a private life ; but fhe thought fhe
could not innocently refufe the power that would
give her {fuch opportunities of doing good, and
making others happy; fince by that refufal, the
power might fall into hands that would make an
ill ufe of 1it,

After tkis converfation, they got into the fame
car, in which they travelled to the wood of Ardel-
la, arrived fafely at the city of Algorada, and the
princefs Juletta was feated, with univerfal concent,
on her father’s throne; where fhe and her people
were reciprocally happy, by her great wifdom
and prudence: and the queen mother {pent the
remainder of her days in peace and Joy, to fee her
beloved - daughter prove a blefling to fuch num-
bers of human creatures; whilft fhe herfelf enjoyed
that only true content and happinefs this world
can produce; namely—A peaceable confcience,
and a quiet mijnd, \

THER



( 225 )
TR

S T-O R Y
»OFTHE.

KING anxp FAIRY RING.

HERE was a king, whofe name was
Alferute ; feared by all his neighbours, and
loved by all his fubjects. He was wile, good, juft
and valiant ; and deficient in no quality requifite
in a great prince. A fairy came to him one day,
and told him that he would foon find himfelf
plunged into great-difficulties, if he did not make
ufe of the ring, which fhe then put on his finger.
When he turned the ftone of the ring to the infide
of his hand he became invifible ; and when he
turned the diamond outwards he became vilible
again.. G s
He was highly pleafed with this prefent ; and
foon grew {enfible of the ineltimable value of it.
When he fufpected any one of his fubjects, he
went into that man’s houfe and clofet, with. his
diamond turned inwards, and heard and faw all
the {ecrets of the family, without being pet-
Ls ceived,
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ceived. When he miftrufted the defigns of any
neighbouring potentate, he would take a long
journey unaccompaniedy to be prefent in his moft
private counfels, and learn every thing, without
the fear of being difcovered. By this means, he
eafily prevented every intention to his prejudice ;
he fruftrated feveral confpiracies formed againft
his perfon; and difconcerted all the meafures of
his enemies for his overthrow.

Neverthelefs, he was not thoroughly fatisfied
with his ring : and he requefted of the fairy the
power of conveying himfelf, in an inftant, from
one country to another ; that he might make
a more convenient and ready ufe of the enchant-
ed ring. The fairy replied, you afk too much:
let ‘me conjure you not to covet a power, which
I forefee, will one day be the caufe of your
mifery ; though the particular manner thereof
be concealed from me. Tke king would not lif-
ten to her entredties; but ftill urged his re-
quelt. Since then you will have it {o (faid fhe) I
muft neceffarily grant you a favour, of which
you will dearly repent. Hereupon fhe chafed his
thoulders with a fragrant liquor : when imme-
diately he perceived little wings fhooting at his
back. Thele little wings were not difcernable
under his habit: and when he had a mind to
fly, he needed only to touch them with his hand,
and they would {pread fo as to bear him through
the air, fwifter than an eagle. When he had
no farther occafion for his wings, with a touch they
fhrunk again to fo fmall a fize, as tolie concealed
under his garment.

By this magic, Alfarute was able to tranflate
himfelf in 2 few moments, wherever he pleafed.
He knew every thing: and mo man could con-
ceive how he came by his intelligence: for he
would often retire into his clofet, and pretend to

be
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be fhut up there the whole day, with ftri& or-
ders not to be difturbed ; then making himfelf
iavifible with his ring, he would enlarge his wings
with a touch, and traverfe valt countries. By
this power he entered into Very. extraordinary
wars : and never failed to triumph. But, @s he
continually faw into the fecrets of men, he dif-
covered fo much wickednefs and diffimulation,
that he could no longer place a confidence in any
man. 'The more redoubted and powerful he grew,
the lefs he was beloved, and he found, that even
they to whom he had been moft bountiful, had no
gratitude nor affection towards him.

In this difconfolate condition, he refolved to
fearch through the wide world, till he found a
woman compleat in beauty and all good quali-
ties, willing to be his wife ; one who would love
him, and ftudy to make him happy. Long did
he fearch in vain : and as he faw all, without
being feen, he difcovered the moft hidden wiles
and failings of the fex. -He vifited all the courts ;
where he found the ladies infincere, fond of
admirers, and fo enamoured with their own '
perfons, that their hearts were not capable of en-
tertaining any true love fora hufband. He went
Lkewile into all the private families: he found
one was of an inconftant, volatile difpofition : an-
other was cunning and artful; a third, haughty :a
fourth, capricious; almoft all faithlefs, vamn, and
full of idolatry to their own charms.

Under thefe difappointments, he refolved to
carry his inquiry through the loweft conditions
of life. Whereupon, at lalt he found the daugh-
ter of a poor labourer, fair as the brighteft morn-
ing, but fimple and ingenuous in all her beauty ;
which fhe difregarded, and which in reality, was
the lealt of her perfections: for the had an un-
derftanding and a virtue, which outfhone all the

LO graces
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graces of her perfon. All the youth of the neigh«
bourhood were impatient to fee her ; and more
impatient after they had feen her, to obtain her
_ in marriage: none doubting of being comnpleatly
happy with fuch a wife.

King Alfarute beheld her: and he loved her,
He demanded her of the father ; who was tran{-
‘ported with the thoughts of his daughter becom -
ing a great queen. Clarinda - ({fo fhe was called)
went from her father’s hut into a magnificent
palace; where fhe was received by a numerous
court. She was not dazzled, nor difconcerted, at
the fudden change.: fhe preferved her fimplicity,
ber modefty, her virtue, and forgot not the place
of her birth, when fhe was in the height of her
glory, © The king’s affe@ion for her increafed
daily ; and he believed, he fhould at laft arrive at
perledt happinefs : neither was he already far from
it ; fo much did he begin to confide in” the good-
nefs of his queen.  He often rendered himfelf jn-
vifible to obferve her, and to furprife her: but,
ke never difcovered any thing in her that was
not worthy of his admiration, So that now there
was but a very fmall remainder of jealoufy and
difiruft, blended with his love.

The fairy who had foretold the fatal confe-~
quences of his laft requeft, came fo often to warn
him, that he thought her importunity trouble-
tfome. Therefore, he gave orders, that fhe fhould,
no longer be admitted into the palace ; and en-
joined the queen not to receive her vifits, for the
tuture. The queen promifed to obey his com-=
mands ; but not without much unwillingnefs, be«
caufe fhe loved this good fairy.

It happened one day, when the king was upon:
a progrefs, that the fairy defirous to inftruct: the
queen in fuaturity, entered her apartment in the
appearance of a young officer; and immediately

declared,



The Story of the KiNe and Fary Ring. 229

declared in a whifper, who fhe was : whereupon,
the queen embraced her with tendernefs, The
king, who was then invifible, perceived it, and .
was infantly fired with jealoufy. He drew his
{word, and pierced the queen ; who fell expir-
ing into his-arms, In that poment the fairy re-
fumed her true fhape, whereupon, the king knew
her, and was convinced of the queen’s innocence.
Then would he have killed himfelf: but the
fairy with-held his hand ; and ftrove to com-
fort him : when the queen, breathing out her laft
words, faid, though I die by your hands, I die
wholly yours.

Too late, now Alfarute curfed his folly, that
put him upon wrefting a boon from the fairy
which proved his mifery. He returned the ring;
and defired his wings might be taken from him.
The remaining days of his life, he paffed in
bitternefs and grief : knowing no other confo-
lation, but to weep perpetually over Clarinda’s,

tomb.

The M OR A L.

This tale evinces the folly of taking any mat-
ter in too jealous a view ; and that by too ealy
viewing the wrong road, we involve ourfelves. in,
danger and misfortune, |

THE
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PrincEss FAIR-STAR and Prince CHERY.

T YHERE was a princefs, who having under-
‘1 gone feveral great misfortunes, had nothing
Teft of all her paft grandeur, but two rich fuits of
cloaths, the one of velvet embroidered with pearls,
and the other of cloth of gold, covered over with
diamonds, which the kept as long as fhe could :
but the extreme neceflity fhe was reduced to,
obliged her often to fell a pearl or diamond pri-
vately, to fupport her equipage. She was a wi-
dow, and had three daughters, all very handfome :
fhe thought if fhe brought them up in the gran-
deur and ftate fuitable to their rank, they would
become afterwards more fenfible of their misfor-
tunes. Thereupon fhe determined to {ell that lit-
tle the had left, and go and fettle in fome country
where they might live cheap : but by the way, go-
ing over a large foreft, fhe was robbed of almoft
all fhe had. This poor princefs, after this laft
misfortune, which was greater than all that had
befel her before, knew fhe muft now either earn

her
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her bread or ftarve: and as the all her life-time
had taken great delight in cookery, and having a
fmall kitchen furnifhed with golden plate, which
fhe ufed to divert herfelf in; that which fhe ufed
1o do before for her pleafure, fhe was now forced
to undertake for her livelihood. She took a pretty
little houfe near a great city, and made the beft
fricaflees and ragouts imaginable ; infomuch that
fhe had a confiderable trade, and acquired great
fame of being an excellent cook. In the mean
time her three daughters grew ups and their beau~
ty without doubt, had reached the earsof the court,
had not their mother kept them in their cham-
ber. When one day there came 2 little old wo-
man, who feemed to be very much tired, and lean-
ing on a ftick, her body very feeble; and her fkin
all wrinkled and {hrivelled ; ¢ I am come (faid
¢ {he) to make one good meal before 1 leave this
s world, that I may brag I have had one; there-
¢ fore, {aid fhe again to the princefs, drawing her-
s felf a chair to the fire-fide, get me {omething
¢ nice, and makehafte.” As {he had at that time
her hands fully employed, and could not do all her-
felf, fhe called her three daughters down, whofe
names were Lucina, Diana, and Linda ; who were
dreffed like country girls, in bodice and petticoats,
all of different colours ; but the youngeft was the
handfomeRt and the beft natured. The princefs
their mother ordered one to go take fome pigeons,
another to kill fome pullets, and the third to make
fome pafte. In fhort, two or three courfes were
prefently ferved up, and fet before the old woman,
with clean linen, good wine, and every thing
in nice order ; which made her eat and drink with
an extraordinary appetite. When fhe had done,
fhe got up, and {aid to the princes, ¢ honeft
¢ friend, had I any money, 1 would pay you:
¢ but I have been poor thefe many years, and

¢ wanted
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¢ wanted fo kind an entertainment as you have

¢ given me ; all that I can do, is to with you bet~
¢ tercuftomers than I have been.” The princefs.
fmiled, and replied, ¢well, mother, do not trouble
¢ yourlelf, I am always-well rewarded if | can but:
¢ pleafe;’  And faid Linda, ¢ we are glad it was -
¢ in our power to ferve you; if you will fup here
¢ too, you fhall be welcome, ¢ O! (cried the old
¢ woman) how happy are they who have fuch ge-
¢ nerous fouls ! but do not you think of receiving:
¢ fome recompenfe ? Well, (continued: fhe) aflure.
¢ yourfelves, that the firft with you make without
¢ thinking of me, fhall be compleated.” Then fhe
went away, leaving them fome reafons to believe.
her to be a fairy.

This adventure {urprifed them; they had never
feen a fairy before, and were frightened. Info-
much that for five or {ix months after, they could
not forbear talting of her; and whenever they:
wifhed for any thing, fhe was always prefent in
their thoughts, {o that they came tonothing, which
made them very angry with the fairy. When one
day, the king going a hunting, refvlved to call at
their houfe to fee if the princefs was as notable:
a cook, as fhe was reprefented to be, The . three
fifters werc in the garden gathering ftrawberries,
when he paffed by. ¢ Ah! (faid Lucina) was I fo.
¢ happy as to marry the admiral, I bealt that I
¢ could {pin thread enough to make fails for his
¢ whole navy.” ¢ And I (faid Diana) was my:
¢ fortune fo good that I fhould marry the king’s
¢ brother, £ could work lace enough with my nee-
¢ dle to hang his palace.” ¢ And I (faid Linda)
¢ would the king have me, boaft at the end of
¢ nine months to bring him forth two fine boys
¢ -and a girl, with ftars on their foreheads, and a
¢ chain of gold about their necks; from whofe
¢ hair, hanging an curious rings, fhould drop va-
[ ¢ luable
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¢ Juable jewels.”, One of the king’s' fayourites.
everhearing their difcourfe, went and informed
the king thereof, whoerdered them to.come to hime.,
When they entered the room. where the king was,
which they did with all refpedt and modefty, he
aflked them, whether what he had been told of
their difcourfe about huibands was true, or not?
At which they bluthed,and hung down their heads :
but,upon his prefling them farther, they owned
it was. ¢ Certainly (faid he) I kiiow mot what pow-
¢ er influences me, but I will not ftir from hence
¢ till I have married the fair Linda. ¢ then, fir;..
¢ (faid his brother) you will give me leave to marry
the lovely Diana.’ ¢ And1 live not without
¢ hopes (faid the admiral) but your majelty will
¢ confent to my bappinefs, in efpoufing Lucina,
s_with whom I am charmed.” The king, pleafed
that two of the greateft perfons in his dominions.
fhould follow his example, approved their choice,.
and afked their mother’s confent ; who anfwered,.

- it was too great an honour and happinefs.for her:

to refufe : and then the king, prince, and admiral;,
kiffed her. ' ‘

Juft when the king was going to dinner, a ta-
ble came down the chimney, whereon were feven;
golden difhes of all manner of rarities, which the
king eat heartily of ; the beaufet was ranged fulk

.af gold plate, and a fine {ymphony played all the:

time, which made the king imagine it to be a
piece of witchcraft: when the princefs, guefling
that it was owing to the fairy, affured him it was
not, and bleffed the hour fhe entertained the little
old woman. After the repaft was over, which
was fo long, that night furprifed them all at ta-
ble ; at which his majefty was fome what afhamed,
for it {eemed as if bacchus ruled at his wedding
more than cupid: the king pulled a ring off his
finger, and put it on Linda’s ; and the princg~
. an
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and admiral did the fame; after which all the
‘king’s retinue f{aluted as became them, both the
queen and princefs: but for Lucina, the had not
fo much refpedt thewn her ; for though fhe was the
eldeft fifter, fhe was the worft married. The king
fent a gentleman of his bedchamber to inform the
queen his: mother of what had happened, and to
fend coaches to fetch the queen Linda and her
two fifters. When the queen-mother, who was
the moft cruel of all women, knew that the king
and prince were married fo fuddenly, and befides,
the two girls of obfcure birth, fhe flew into fucha
paffion, as frightened the whole ¢ourt. Then afk-
ing the gentleman the reafons that induced the
king to fuch a bafe marriage, and being told the
hopes of having two boysand a girl with ftars
on their foreheads, &c. fhe laughed difdainfully
at her fon’s credulity, and faid all the moft inve-
terate things her rage could invent., When the
eoaches came, the king invited his mother in-law
to go along with them; affuring her, that fhe
ihould be looked upon with all manner of diftic-
tion. Eut fhe comparing a court to the rolling
of the waves in a rough fea, told him {he had had
too much experience of the world, to forfake a
quiet life, ¢ Why (replied the king) you'do not
€ intend to follow your bufinefs? No, replied fhe)
then (added he) give me leave to appoint you
an equipage and attendants.® ¢ I thank you,
fir (anfwered the) when I am alone, I have none
to difturb my repofe; and had TIa large family
of domeftics, there would not fail of fome to in-
¢ commode me.” The king admired the fenfe and
difcretion of a woman, who both thought and fpoke
like a philofopher. But while he was prefling his
mother-in law to go along withhim, Lucina went
and hid all the veflels of gold that were in the
beaufet, in the bottom of the chariot ; all whi;h
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the fairy turned into earthen ware, when fhe ar-
rived at court, and came to put them into her
clofet.

The king and queen embraced the prudent
princefs with all tendernefs, and affured her the
might command whatever lay in their power ; and
leaving this rural abode, came to town, preceded
by trumpets, hautboys and kettle-drums. the
creatures of the queen-mother advifed her to dif-
suife her refentment, leaft fhe {hould anger the
king, and that might produce fatal confequences.
She approved thereof, conftrained herfelf and fhew-
ed a great friendfhip for thefe her two daughters-
in-law, making them prefents of jewels, and com-
plimenting them. The fair queen and the prin-
cefs Diana, were united by a firi¢t friendfhip ;
but Lucina hated them mortally for their good
fortune.” ¢ What (faid fhe to herfelf) muft I, who
¢ am the elder, and think myfelf a thoufand times
¢ handfomer than either of them ; muft I be only
¢ the wife of an admiral, who perhaps loves me
¢ not fo well as ke ought ! and fhall they be, one 2
¢ queen and the other a princefs, and be adored
¢ by their hufbands ! Ye gods, it is intolerable g
And this envy to her fifters made her enter into
the queen mother’s meafures; for every body
knew that the tendernefs fhe thewed her daughters-
in-law was all diffimulation, and that fhe only
wanted an opportunity of doing them all imagin-
able mifchief.

The queen and the princefs both proved with
child, and by il fortune a war happened, which ob-
liged the king to put himfelfat the head of his troops.
The young queen and princefs, finding that they
muft be left, in the power of the queen-mother,
defired they might return home to their own
mother, which would be fome comfort to them,
for the lofs of their dear fpoufes; but the king

could



-

236 PriNcess Farr-Star & Prince Curky,

could not be brought to confent to it; he conjured
‘his beloved Linda to flay at her palace and af-
fured her his mother fhould ufe her well. Ac-
cordingly he defired her in the moft preffing man-
ner, to love and take care of her daughter-in-law,
telling her that therein fhe would oblige him moft
{enfibly ; and that he hoped for molt ‘beautiful
children, and {fhould~ long with the utmoft ex-
pectation to hear the news, This wicked queen,
overjoyed that her fon fhould entruft her with his
wife, promifed him every thing .he delired, and
affured him he might be eafy upon that fcore. The
king through his defire of a quick return, ha-
zarded his troops in all rencounters; and his hap-
pinefls was, that by his rathnefs he fucceeded ; But
before he could finifhthe campaign,.the queen was
brought to bed, as was alfo the princefs her fifter,
on the fame day, of a lovely boy ; but fhe died in
the birth. Tucina’s thoughts were wholly em-
ployed how fhe night injure the queen: and when
4he faw fuch charming children, and that fhe her-
felf had none, her rage increafed, and fhe refolved
foor to fpeak to the queen-mother, for there was
no time to lofe. ¢ Madam (fzid fhe) I am fo
¢ deeply touched with the honour your majefty has
done me, by letting me fhare fome part of your
eftcem, that I willingly would do any thing, tho’
againit the intereft of my own family, to obey
vou. - Iam not ignorant of the great difpleafure
you have conceived of the bafe marriage of the
king and prince; and here are tour children
born to perpetuate the crime : our mother is but
a poor country woman, who had {carcely a bit
of bread to put in her mouth, when fhe betook
her to be a cook, Take my advice madam,
let us make a fricaffee of thefe young men, and
¢ put them out of the world, before they- make you
! bluth Ah! how much I love thee, my dear

: ¢ Lucina,
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¢.Lucina ({aid the queen) for being fo equitable,
¢ and partaking with me my juft grief? L had
¢ already determined to execute what you now
¢ propofe, but then, the manner how perplexes me.
¢ Never let that trouble you (replied Lucina; I
¢ have a little bitch that has juft puppied two little
¢ dogs and a bitch, with ftars on their foreheads.
¢ and rings upon their necks : We muft make the
¢ queen believe that fhe has been delivered of
¢ thefe creatures, and make away with her three
¢ children, and that of the princefsdeceafed.” The
project was approved by the inhuman queen, who
ordered Feintifa, one of her maids of honour, to
fetch the welps, and drefs them in as fine linen
and lace as the queen’s children fhould be, and
put them into the cradles; then fhe, followed by
Lucina, went and paid the queen a vifit: ‘I am
¢ come towifh you joy (1aid fhe) for the heirs you
have brought forth to my fon; methinks (holding
up the welps) their heads will become a crown:
now I am not amazed at the promife you made
my fon of bringing two fons and a daughter,
with f{tars on their foreheads, and collars of
gold about their necks. Here take them, and-
nurfe them yourfelf; for no woman, that I ksow -
of, will ever give their breafts to them to {uck.
The poor queen furprifed at the relation of
this misfortune, had like to have died away with
grief ; and when fhe perceived it was true, feeing
the whole litter lie yelping upon the bed, cried
mo& bitterly : then clappmffher hands, faid. . ¢ A-
¢ las, madam, add not reproaches to my affliction,
which of itfelf is already too great: had the
gods permitted me to die, rather than be the
mother of fuch monflers, I thould have thought
mryfelf too happy, Alas! what will become of
me; the king will hate me as much as he Joved
me before,” Here her fighs and fobbings inter-
rupted
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rupted her, and her fpeech failed her; when the
queen-mother, continuing her refleétions, had the
pleafure of paffing away three hours by her bed-
fide, and then went away. Her fifter, who pre-
tended to partake of her grief, told her fhe was not
the firft that had had fuch misfortunes; that {he
plainly faw it was a trick of the old fairy’s, who
had promifed fuch wonders: and that as it might
be dangerous for her to fee the king, fhe advifed
her to go home to her mother with her three welps,
and believe herfelf the mother of then, The old
queen ordered Feintifa to take the four children
and ftrangle them, and after that bury them care-
fully, that fhe might not be difcovered : but juftas
fhe was going to execute that fatal commiffion,
and had the cord about their necks, fhe looked
fome time earneftly upon them, and feeing the
ftars in their foreheads, which fhe thinking might
portend fomething extraordinary, fhe durft not lay
criminal hands upon them, but put them in their
cradle aboard a little boat, and with fome jewels
committed them to the mercy of the feas. The
boat was foon forced from the fhore by the wind,
which at that time was very boifterous, and was
got prefently out of fight: the waves fwelled as
high as mountains, the fun was darkened by thick
clouds, and the air was rent by violent claps of
thunder, attended with great lightnings, info-
much that Feintifa doubted not in the leaft but
that the boat was caft away, and thefe infants,
perifhed ; at which fhe conceived no fmall joy,
{he having had all along a dread, left fomething
fhould happen in their favour.

The king, whofe thoughts were always on his
dear fpoufe, and the condition he left her in, ha-
ving concluded a truce for {fome time returned
with all fpeed home, and arrived about twelve

hours after her delivery, The queen mother met
him,
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him, and with a compofed air: full of grief, held

_him a long time in her arms, wetting his face
with her tears, and feeming asif her forrows pre-
vented her fpeech. The king, all trembling, durft
not afk her what had happened, for he doubted
not but it was fome very great misfortune. But
at laft, the making as if fhe ufed fome great effort
ou herfelf, told him that his queen was brought to
bed of three welps, which Feintifa immediately
prefented to him; and Lucina, falling on her
knees, begged of him not to put her fifter to
death, but to fend her back to her mother; which
the faid, fhe fhould takeas a great favour. The
king was fo ftruck and confounded, that he could
hardly breathe, and looking on the welps, and
obferving with furprife, the ftar on their fore-
heads, and the white rings about their necks, he
fell into a fwoon, and revolving a thoufand things
in his imagination could not refolve on any, till
the queen-mother preffed him fo much, that he
pronounced his innocent queen’s banithment: who
was that minute put intoa litter with her welps,
and fent to her mother’s where fhe arrived al-
moft dead. , :

But heaven looked with a more favourable eye
on the boat the three princes and the princefs
were in: for the fairy who protected them, rained
milk in their mouths, and preferved them in this
fudden and terrible ftorm : they floated feven
nights and days, and where met out at main fea
by a corfair, the captain of which {eeing the
{tars on their foreheads, tho' at a great diftance,
thought the boat was full of jewels, which he
found to be true in the end. But what touched
him moft was the beauty of thefe four charming
children, the defire of preferving which made him
rurn back again to give them to his wife, who
never had any, and was very defirous of tber}r}l.

She
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She for her part was frightened to fee him return
{o foon, he ufed to ftay outa long time, but was
overjoyed when he put fo valuable a treafure into
her hands. They both wondered at the ftar, the
“chain of gold which could not be taken from off
their necks, and their fine hair ; but what increaf-
ed it the more, was, when the good woman came
to comb them there fell out dlamonds, rubies,
emeralds, and pearls, of feveral fizes, fome where-
of were very large and beautiful. The hufband
feeing this told “his wife he was weary of the
{eas, and that if thofe children continued to be-
ftow fuch treafures, he would go po more, but
might ftay at home and live as well as the greateft
captains, they had; at which refolution of her
hufband, the wife whofe nam® was Corfina, was
-everjoyed, and grew every day fonder of thefe
children. | The princefs fhe called Fair-Star; the
elder brother Bright-Sun, the fecond fon Felix, and
the princefs’sfon Chery, who was much more beau-
tiful than the others, for all he had neither a ftar
nor chain, and was beft beloved by Corfina. She,
as fhe could not bring them all up herfelf, without
the affiftance of a nurfe, defired her hufband, who
was a great lover of hunting, to take fome young
fawns; which he, asthey lived nigh a large fo-
reft, did accordingly. Corfina, when fhe had thm,
expofed them to the wind, a-nd the hinds {mel-
ling them, came prefently to fuckle them: when
Corfina in their ftead, put the children, with
whom their milk amecd very well.. Thus twice
every day there came four of them together to
fuckle the princes and the princefs. In this man-
ner they were brought up in their infancy : the
corfair and his wife loved them {o paffionately,
that they were all their éare. He was a man who
had been well educated ; and being a corfair was
more owing to his ill fortune, than any inclina-

tion ;
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tion ; he married Corfina from the fervice of a
princefs, where her genius and manners had been
happxly cultivated : {he knew how to live, and tho®
it was in a kind of defert they then inhabited,
where they fubfifted upon what they got by rob-
bing on the feas, yet fhe had not forgot the ways
and manners of the world: they were glad they
were no longer obliged to be expofed to all the
dangers of the feas, but were rich enough with-
out; for every three days fhe combed out of the
hair of the princefs and her two brothers a great
many confiderable jewels; which Corfina fold at
the nigheft town, and bought them therewith all
manner of neceflaries.

After the firft years of their infancy, the cor-
fair applied himfelf {ferioufly to cultivate the na- -
tural parts, with which beaven had {o largely en-
dowed them. And he made no doubt, but that
fome great myfteries were concealed in their birth,
on his finding them as he did; therefore he re-
folved to make the gods an acknowledgement for
this prefent, by his extraordinary care of their
education : infomuch, that after hﬂhne; enlarged
his houfe, he hired mafters to inftru& them in all
manner of learning and qualifications, who were
furprifed at the great genius of their papxk.
The corfair and kis wife mever divulged this ad‘
venture, but the children paffed for their own, tho
in all their aétions they plainly fhewed they were
of more illuftrious blood. There was a firit u-
nity among them, and a natural politerefs; but
the prince Chery's fentiments for the princefs
Fair-Star, were more paflionate than the cther two:
for when fhe defired any thing, he was ever moft
carneft to obtain it, and was never from her.
When fhe went a hunting, he would go too; but
if fhe ftayed at home. he never failed of an excufe:
and Bright-fun and Felix, her own brothers, always

M {poke
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fpoke to her with lefs refpect; all which paffed not
“unobferved by her. ‘As they grew up, their mu-
tual tendernefs increafed, and they lived with all
\maginable pleafure and fatisfaion. ¢ Dear bro-
ther, faid Fair-Star to him one day) if my
wifhes could make you happy, you fhould be
ope of the greateft monarchs upon earth,” ¢ Alas!
{ifter (replied he) envy me not the blefling I
enjoy, tin being nigh you: one moment of which
time I prefer to all the grandure you can with
¢ me.” If fhe faid the fame things to her other
two brothers, they only thanked her in a carelefs
‘manner, and faid no more.

When fhe was alone, fhe examined into the dif-
ference of love, and found her heart to be {fome-
what difpofed like theirs ; for tho’ Bright Sun and
Felix were both dear to her, fhe could not wifh to
live with them all her life; but for Chery, fhe
was 2ll in tears at the lealt thought of his father’s
fending him to fea or into the army. It wasthus
love, difguifed under the {pecious name of an ex-
cellent nature, graited itfelt intothefe young hearts.
But from fourteen years of age, Fair-Starbegun to
reproach herfelf with not loving her brothers all
alike, but imagined the reafon proceeded from
the cares and caieffes of Chery, whom fhe forbid
from endeavouring to endear himnfelf any more ;
telling him, that he had found out the way but too
agreeably, and had made too great a difference
between them. He, overjoyedto hear her {peak in
this manner, inftead of abating his paffion, rather
permitted it to inereafe, and every day evidenced
fome new piece of gallantry. They knew mnot
yet how far their tendernefs might proceed, and
indeed not the nature of it ; till one day, fome new
bocks being brought to Fair-Star, the firft fhe laid
Fer hand cn, was a ftory of two young lovers,
whofe paffion began when they thought themfelves
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brother and fifter, but being known by their pa-
rents were married together after a great many
difficulties: and as Chery read with great juftnefs,
and a fine accent, fhe defired him to read it te
her, while fhe made an end of a picce of lace,
~which fhe intended to finifh.

It was with no fmall concern that he read this
adventure, efpecially when he faw fo naked a
defcription of his own fentiments ; and Fair-Star
was no lefs furprifed, for it feemed as if the author
had known all that paffed in her foul: the more
Chery read, the more he was affected ; and fhe,
tho' fhe endeavoured all fhe could, was not able
to hinder the tears from gufhing out from her eyes.
Chery, on his part, made ulelefs endeavours to
conceal histrouble ; he firft turned pale, and then
red, and faltered in his fpeech: and thus were they
both in great agonies. ‘Ah! fifter (cried he,
looking melancholy at her, and letting the book
fall out of his hand) how happy was Hippolito,
¢ that he was not brother to Julia?’ * We fhall not
¢ have the like fatisfa&ion (anfwered fhe) tho’ we
deferve it as much.’ The words were no fooner
out of her mouth, but fhe knew fhe had {aid too
much, and became confufed ; which was the only
thing, if any there was, that could comfort the
prince. From that time they both fell into 2 deep
melancholy; without explaining themfelves any
farther, though both penetrated into what paffed
in each other’s foul : and both ftrove to conceal
a fecret from the world which they would have
been glad to have been ignorant of themfelves.
But as it is natural for us to flatter ourfelves, the
princefs plealed herfelf, that Chery had not a
far nor chain of gold, &c,

One day the three princes being gone a hun-
ting, Fair-Star went up intoa little dark clofet,
which fhe loved to fit and thiek in, the whicli was

M2 feparated
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feparated only by a' thin partition from Corfina’s
chamber,where fhe heard her (thinking Fair-Star was
gone a walking) fay to the Corfair. ¢Itisnow time
¢ to think of marrying Fair-Star; if we knew who
{he was, we fhould endeavour to marry her fui-
table to her rank: or if we fhould believe that
thefe, who pafs for her brothers, were not fo, -
we might beftow her on one of them; for where
can we find one more deferving of her? When 1
found them, {faid the corfair) I faw nothing that
could inform me of their birth: but knew by the
jewels that were faftened to their cradles, that’
they were no mean perfons; and what is more’
fingular, you know they feemed all of an age,
and four are too many for one birth.” I fufpeét-
ed fo (faid Corfina) that Chery is not their bro-
ther, for he has neither a ftar nor collar.,” ¢That
is true (replied the hufband) but jewels fall out
of his hair as well as the others: yet after all the
riches we have amafled together by them, I could
wifh to know, whofe they are.” ¢That we muft
¢ leave to the gods (faid Corfina) who gavethem us,
¢ 2nd when they fhall think fit, will let us know.’
Fair-Star. liftened attentively to their - difcourfe,
and could not exprefs her joy, that the might hope
{he was born of illuftrious parents, tho’ fhe had
never failed any ways in refpeét to thofe fhe
zhought to be hers: and yet was not over well
pleafed at her being a_corfair’s child. But what
Aattered her imagination moft, was to think that
Chery was not her brother ; which thought made
her impatient to fee him, to tell him of this ex-
traordinary adventure. Hereupon fhe went and
took horfe, and followed them by the found of the
horn. Chery, as foon as he faw her, came to meet
her before the other two, ¢ How agreeable a fur-
¢ prife is this, Fair-Star, (faid he) to fee you a
¢ hunting, who are never to be drawn away from

: your
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mufic and other amufements ?* ¢ I have {o many
things to tell you (replied fhe) that I came to
feek you to talk in private with you.'! ¢ Alas!
fifter (faid he fighing) what is it you would have
with me to day, for it isa long time f{ince you
¢ have taken any notice of me ?* At this fhe blufh-
ed, caft down her eyes, and remained fometime
thoughtful, without ever returning any anfwer,
At laft, when her two brothers came to them, fhe,
like one awakened out of a lethargy, jumped from
off her horfe, and went, followed by them, to a
little hillock, furrounded by thady trees ; where fhe
faid to them, ¢ fit down here, I will tell you what
¢ T have heard.” And accordingly fhe told thera
word for word the corfair’s and his wife’s dif-
courfe, and that they were not their children.
Nothing can be faid to exprefs the furprife of the
three princes : they debated among themfelves
what they had befi do: one was for going without
faying any thing; another was not for going at all;
and a third was for going and acquainting them
with it. 1he firt maintained his was the fureft
way, becaufe ‘the advantage they made of them
would induce them to keep them ; the {econd {aid,
it was not proper to leave them, unlefs they had
fomewhere to go, where they might be well receiv-
ed, for that he could not bear the thoughts of be-
ing called wanderers: the third alledged the ingra-
titude of leaving them without their confent;
that it was folly to ftay any longer with them in
a defert part of the world, where they could never
learn who they were, and that therefore the only
way was to tell them of their defign, and get
their confent: this opinion at laft prevailing,
they all took horfe again, and returned home to
the corfair,

Chery’s heart -was flattered with all that hope
can offer moft agreeable to comfort an afHicted
M3 lover;
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lover ; his love made him guefs at what was to
come : he no longerylooked upon himfelf as brother
to Fair-Star, and his conftrained paflion taking
wing a little, permitted a thoufanc ideas that
charmed him. They addreffed themfelves to the
corfair and his wife with a vifible joy, and yet
uneafinefs in their faces: ‘we come not (faid
¢ Bright-Sun) to deny the friendfhip, gratitude,
* and refpe& we owe you, though weare informed
how you found us on the fea, and that you are
not our father and mother. The piety with
which you faved us, the noble education you
have given us, and the care and bounty you
have thewn, are fuch indifpenfable ties, that no-
thirg in this world can free us from. We are
come now to renew our fincere thanks, and
to beg of you ta relate to usfo rare an cvent, and
to advife us, that guided by your wife counfels,
we may have nothing to reproach ourfelves with-
al.’ The corfair and his wife were very much
furprifed, that a thing which they had concealed
with fo much care, thould be difcovered. ¢ You
s are too well informed (faid they) and we can no
longer hide from you, that you are not our
children, and that fortune alone put you into our
hands. We have no knowledge of your birth,
but by the jewels that were found in your cra-
dles, guefs your parents to be people of qua-~
lity, or very rich, What can we advife you
¢« more ? if you confult the friendfhip we have
for you, you will, without doubt, {tay here
with us, and comfort us in our old age by your
prefence.  1f you donot like this houfe or abode,
we will remove where you fhall think fit, provid-
ed it be not to court, which a long experience
has made us difrelifh ; and will make you too,
if you knew but the continual trouble and care,

ihe

-

- e ow & e B e m

a & & o @

@ B AR e



Princess Fair-STar & PriNcE CAERT. 247

s the difguifes and diffimulations, the envy and
frife, and falfe happinefs, and all the miichiels
attending there ; I could tell you more, but that
you may think my counfel too much interefled,
which they really are not my dear children : we
only defire to detain you in this peaceable re-
treat : yet you are your own mafters, to go when
you will. Confider, now you are in the haven,
and are going to fail in 2 boifterous fea; ther
trouble exceeds the pleafure: the caurfe of
mau’s life is limited, and often times is cut {hort
by one half; the grandeurs of this world are like
falfe ftones; the moft folid happinefs is to know
how to fet bounds to our defires, to be wife
and live in a perfedt tranquillity.

The corfair had not made an end of thefe his
remonftrances fo foon, but that he was interrupted
by prince Felix: ¢ we have too great a defire, dear
s father (faid he) to make fome difcoveries of our
s births; to live buried here in a defert, the
¢ morals you have laid down are excellent, and &
¢ wilh we were able to follow them; but I know
s mor what fatality guides us; let us fulfil our de-
¢ finy, we will come and fee you again, and give
s you an account of our adventures,” At thefe
words the corfair and his wife burflt out 1n tears;
the princes very much releated, and partticalarly .
Fair-Star,. who was of a [weet difpofition, and
would never have thought of going away had (he
but Chery to ftay with her. After this refolution,
their theughts were wholly bent upon their equis
page and their embarkation ; for they hoped when
at {ea, to get fome light of what they wanted to
know. They putfourlxwﬁw aboard : and after
having combed their heads to give Corfina as many
jewels as pofiible they could, they defired herin ex~
change to give them the chains of diamonds that

{he found in their cradle;fhe went immediately
/
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and fetched them out of her clofet, where fhe kept

them fafe, and tied them all upon Fair-Star, whom

the embraced with all motherly affection, wetting
her face with her tears.

Never was any {eparation more melancholy
-the corfair and his wife were ready to die with
grief.  But their forrows proceeded not from in-
tereft: they had already amaffed too much riches
to defire any more. In fhort Bright-Sun, Felix,

Chery and Fair-Star went aboard a veffel which

the corfair had fitted out with all magnificence,

and fine paintings, of the flories of Cleopatra and
Mark Anthony, and all the attendants on Venus.

The courfe they fteered was to the fame degrees

of latitude where the corfair found them, and pre-

pared a great facrifice for the gods and fairies to
obtain their proteétion, and guide them to the
place of their birth. They took a turtle dove, and
were going to facrifice it ; but that the compaffion-
ate princefs thought it fo beautiful, that fhe faved
its life, and let it fly, faying, ¢ go thou pretty bird
¢ of Venus, if I fhould ever want thy affiftance re-
¢ member what I have done for thee.’ Away
went the bird, and when the facrifice was over,
there was heard fuch a charming concert of mufic,
that all nature feemed to keep a profound filemce
to liften to it; the.feas were calm, and the wind
only breathed gentle zephyrs, which only difor-
dered the princels’s vail and hair: and a {yren a-
rofe out of the water and fung, while the prin-
cefs and her brothers admired her. After {fome
airs, fhe turned herfelf towards them, and faid,
¢ be not uneafy, let your veffel drive before the
¢ wind; and where it ftops, there difembark; and
¢ let thofe who love, love fRill.

Fair-Star and Chery were fenfible of an extraordi-
nary joy at thefe words of the fyren’s ; never dif-
puting but that they related tothem ; and by figns

, gave
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gave each other to underftand as much, without
Bright Sun and Felix perceiving them in the leaft.
~ The fhip failed at the pleafute of the winds and
{ea ; they had nothing extraordinary happened in
their voyage, and the weather wasall the time
very fine, and the fea calm ; they were full three
months out at fea, during which time the amo-
rous prince had a great deal of converfation with
his beloved princefs, and one day among others,
faid toher; ¢ How flattering are my hopes charme-
¢ ing Fair-Star! I am no longer your brother:
¢ This heart, which again acknowledges your
¢ power, and ever fhall, was never framed to be
¢ guilty of {uch a crime; for a crime it would be
¢ to love you as I do, if you was my fifter: But
¢ the charitable Syren has confirmed what I always
¢ fufpected.” ¢ Ah! brother (replied the) truft not
s {o much to a thing which is yet {fo dark, that we
¢ cannot penetrate into it. 'What will become of
¢ us, if we fhould irritate the gods againft us,. by
¢ fentiments that may not be pleafing to them @
¢ The Syren has explained herfelf {o little, that we
¢ muft be very fond of guefling at riddles, to apply
¢ what fhe faid to ourfelves.” °*Ah, cruel maid,
¢ faid the afHicted prince, your refufal proceeds
¢ more from averfion to me, than refpeét to the
¢ gods.” Fair-Star made no reply, but raifing her
eyes up to heaven, fetched a deep figh which he
explained in his favour.

The days were then very long and hot ; towards
the evening the princefs and her brothers went
upon the deck, to fee the fun repofe himfelf in
the breaft of his beloved Thetis; and taking their
inftruments, began a very agreeable concert. In
the mean time, a frefh gale of wind arifing, they
foon doubled a point, which concealed from their
eyes a beautiful city, the profpe® of which ama-
zed and pleafed our lovely youths fo much, that

Ms they
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they wifhed their veffel might enter the port; but
doubted left there thould not be roem, there being
{o many in before them, that the mafts looked like
 a foating foreft. Their defires were accomplifhed ;
the fhores were prefently crouded tofee the mag-
nificence of the fhip, which wasno ways inferior
for beauty to that {ent by the Argonauts to fetch
the golden fleece. All that faw the ftars on the
princes, were filled with admiration ; and fcme rag
to inform the king of it, who as he could not be-
lieve it, and as the large terrafs belonging to his
palace looked to the fea, he ‘came prefently and
{aw the Princes Bright-Sun and Chery, taking the
rincefs in their arms, and carrying her afhore ;
and after that unfhipping their horfes, the richnefs
of whole accoutrements were an{fwerable to the reft.
That Bright-Sun was mounted on, was as black as
jet: Felix’s was grey, Chery’s pure white, and the
princefs’san elegant cream colour, which four horfes
carried themfelves fo handfomely, and curvetted

fo fine, that the king very much admired them.
The princes, hearing the people {ay, there is the
king, there is the king, lifting up their eyes, be-
held in him an air of fo much majefty, that they
no longer difputed but it was true; and pafling by
him, made him each a low Bow, fixing their eyes
on him all the time: while he looking no lefs ear-
neftly upon them, was charmed with the incompa-
rable beauy of the princefs, and the good mein of
the three princes. He fent the firft gentleman of
his bed chamber to offer them his protection, and
whatever they fhould want, they being perfect-
ftrangers.  They accepted of the honour the King
did them, with a great deal of refpect and ac-
knowledgment, and told them that they only want-
ed 2n houfe where they mightlive private; and that
they fhould be glad if they could be two or three
sniles frora the city, becaufe they took great d;;w
light
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light in walking. He accordingly did as they de-
fired, and lodged them and their train commodi-
ouly. The king, whofe thoughts were full of what
he had feen,. went immediately into the queen-
mother’s apartment, and told her what he had
been feeing, and how much he admired the youths
and the young lady. At this news fhe ftood as it
were thunder-ftruck ; but recovering herfelf, afked
iq a carelefs manner, of what age they might be,
and he anfwering about fifteen or fixteen, her un-
eafinefls increafed : and fhe apprehended with fear
that Feintifa had betrayed her ; while the king walk-
ed about the room in fome paffion and concerng
often faying, - ¢ How:happy muft that father be,
¢ who is bleft ‘with fuch an offspring! and how
¢ milerable am I to be a king, and father to three
¢ whelps,-and have no heirs to my crown.’

The old queen heard thefe words with a deadly
dread ; the ftars and the nearnefs of their age,
with the princes and their fifter, gave her great:
{ufpicions that Feintifa, inftead of making away
with the king’s children, had preferved them. But
a5 {he:was a woman who had a great command
over herfelf, fhe difcovered not in the leaft what
agitated her foul; and would not {end that day to
inform herfelf of what fhe defired fo much to know ;.
but the next day {ent her fecretary, under pretext
of giving fome orders for their entertainment, to
examine and inquire into what was {oneceffary to
her repofe. The fecretary went early the next,
morning, and arrived jult as the princefs was fet
down to her toilet, and was combing her hair,
which hung down in fine ring lets below her wailt,
which was hung round with bafkets to catch'the
jewels {he combed out: her ftar fhined fo bright
that it dazzled him, and the chain of gold about
her neck {eemed no lefs extraordinary than the dia-
gonds, &e, rolling down fromthe top of her head.

M6 The
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The fecretary could hardly believe his eyes ; when
the princefs making choice of a large pearl, fuch as
the king of Spain efteemed fo much by thename of
Peregrina, or the pilgrim, asit came from a tra-
veller, fhe defired him to accept of it, that there-
by he might remember her. He, confounded by fo
much liberality, took his leave of her, and went
to pay his refpects to the three princes, with whom
he ftayed fome time, to inform himfelf of what his
miftrels defired fo much to know ; and after that
returned back to the queen, with an account that
confirmed what fhe fo much feared. He told her
Chery had no ftar, but that diamonds, &c. fell out
of his hair; and that in his opinion he was the
handfomeft ; that they were come a great way off ¢
and that their father and mother had prefixed a
time for them to finifh their travels in.

This article put the queen a little to a ftand,
and fhe imagined fometimes that they were not the
king’s children, Thus fhe wavered between hope
and fear ; when the king hunting one day by their
houfe, the gentlemen of his bed-chamber told him
as they paft by, that it was there the princefs and
ber brothers lived. ¢ The queen has advifed me,
* (replied the king) not to fee them, fearing left
* they may have come from fome place where the
* plague rages, and may bring fome infection with
* them.” ¢Indeed (replied the gentlemen) it is
“ very dangerous; but I believe there is more to be
¢ feared from the eyes of this young Stranger, than
® any infection of theair.” ‘I am of your opin-
3on,” (faid the king) and fpurring his horfe went
forward; when prefently hearing a found of in-
ftruments, he ftopped at the hall windows, which
were opened; and after having admired the fweet-
nefs of this fymphony, went on. The noife the
horfes made, engaged the princes to look out ;
who, when they faw the king, faluted him very

refpe®-
4
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refpectfully, and made all hafte to come out ; then

accofting him with a gay countenance and much
{fubmiflion, they embraced his knees, and the
princefs kiffed his hand. The king careflfed them
with a pleafing fatisfaction, and found his heart
{o touched, that he could not guefs at the caufe,
He bid them not fail of coming to court, telling
them he fhould be very glad tofee them there, and
that he would prefent them to his mother. They
thanked him for the honour he did them, and af-
fured him, that as foon as their clothes and egi-
pages were got ready, they would make their ap-
pearance there. After this the king left them to
purfue his game, and fent them one half of what
he killed, and carried the other with him to the
queen his mother; who faid to him, ¢ How comes
¢ this about? you ufed to kill three times as much
¢ as this, *Indeed (veplied the king) I have re-
¢ galed the beautiful firangers with fome; and I
¢ have {o ftrong a fancy for them, that were you
¢ not fo much afraid of fome contagion, I would
¢ Jodge them in the palace.’

The oid queen very much vexed, accufed him of
want of refpet to her, and reproached him for ex-
pofing himfelf {o ratbly; and when he was gone,
{ent for Feintifa into her clofet, and catching hold
of her hair with one hand, and clapping a poi-
nard to her throat with the other, faid, *1I know
¢ not, bafe wretch, what remains of kindnefs hin-
¢ ders my facrificing thee to my juft refentment ;
s thou halt betrayed me, and haft not killed the
¢ four children I put in thy hands for that purpofe:
¢ Own thy crime, and perhaps I may forgive
s thee,! Feintifa, half dead with fear, caft herfelf
at her feet and told her all fhe had done; that
fhe thought it impoflible that they fhould be alive,
becaufe there arofe juft then fuch a terrible tem-
pelt, thatin all probability they muft be caft a-

way;
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way; adding, that if fhe would but give her time,
fthe would find out a way to defiroy them one
after another, without the leaft fufpicion. The
queen, whom nothing but the promife of their
death could appeafe, bid her to lofe no time; and
indeced Feintifa, who faw her life in great danger,
neglected nothing that lay in her power: She
watched the time when the princes were gone out
a hunting, and carrying a guitar under her arm,
went and fet over againft the prince®’s window,
and fung thefe words,

Happy they, the ufe who know
Of bleflings the kind gods beftow ;
Beauty fades, .
Age invades,
And blights the faireft flower ;
Too great’s the grief,
When paft relief,
And charms have loft their pewer ;.
Then to our coft,
We find we've loft,
And mifs’d the lucky hour,

Fair ones beware, your charms improve,
While in your bloom, and fit for love ;
Beauty fades,
Age invades,
And blights the faireft flower ;
Too great’s the grief,
When' paft relief,
And charms have loft their power :
Then to your coft,
You’'ll find you've loft,
And mifs’d the lucky hour,

Fair-Star liking the words, came into her bal-
sony to {ee who the perfon wasthat fung them, and
Feintifa
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Feintifa appearing in a drefs {uitable to her defign,
made her a very low courtefy. The princefs, as
fhe was gay, returning the falute, afked her if
thofe words were made upon herfelf. ¢ Yes, charm-
¢ ing lady, they were (replied Feintifa) but that
¢ they may never be applied to you, I am come
¢ to give you fome good advice, which you ought
¢ not to negle.” ¢ What is that (faid Fair-Star)
¢ Let me come into your chamber, and I will tell
¢ you (replied the other) Come up then, (faid the
princefs) And immediately thereupon, the old
woman rofe up, and came into her chamber, with
a courtly air, which when once attained, is not
cafily laid afide. ¢ Dear lady (faid fhe, without
¢ Jofing any time, for fhe was afraid of being in-
¢ terrupted) heaven has formed you charming and
¢ lovely, you are adorned with a bright ftar upon
¢ your forehead, and feveral wonders are reported
¢ of you: but you want one thing that is effenti-
¢ ally neceffary; and if yow have it not, I pity
¢ youl’ 1 2 And what is that (replied fhe) ¢the:
¢ dancing water (added the wicked Feintifa) if I
¢ had had it in my youth, you fhould not have
¢ feen a grey hair in 1my héad, nor a wrinkle in
¢ my brow. I fhould have had now the moft charm-
¢ ing fet of white teeth: but alas ! it was too late
¢ when I knew this fecret; my charms were de-
¢ cayed before. Profit by my misfortune, dear
¢ child, it will berfome comfort to me; for Ihave
¢ 2 tendernefs for you." ' ¢ But where fhall T get
¢ this dancing-water (replied Fair-Star,) In the
s Burning Foreft (faid Feintifa.) You have three
¢ brothers, do none of them love you well enough
¢ to go and fetch it for you? ¢ My brothers (faid
¢ the princefs) love me tenderly; and 1 am fure
¢ there is one of them will refufe me nothing : and
¢ | will certainly, if this water does what you fay,
¢ give you 2 recompenfe fuitable to your deferts.’

The
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The perfidious Feintifa retired in hafte, overjoyed
that the had fucceeded fo well, telling Fair-Star,
fhe would be fure to come and fee her again.
When the princes came from hunting, one
brought a boar, another a hare, and the third a
ftag, and laid them at their f{ifter’s feet; which
homage fhe looked wupon with difdain: Her
thoughts were fo much employed on the advice -
Feintifa had given, that fhe feemed uneafy ; and
Chery, whole whole ftudy was to obferve her hu-
‘mour and motions, wasnot long before he obfery-
edit. ¢What is the matter, my dear Star (faid he)
¢ perhaps you like not the country where we are; if
‘1o we will go away immediately ; perhaps you
‘ arenot pleafed with our equipage, it is not fine
¢ enough: fpeak, and tell me, thatI may have the
¢ pleafure of obeying you firft.’ ¢ The confidence
¢ which you give me (faid fhe) to tell you what
¢ paffes in my mind, engages me to declare to you,
“that I cannot live without the dancing water
¢which is in the burning-foreft; had I that, 1
¢ need not fear any thing from  the power of
¢ time.” Trouble not yourfelf, my lovely Star
¢ (added he) I will go and fetch it you, or let you
know by iny death, that it is impoflible to have
it.” ¢ No (faid the) I would rather renounce all
advantages of beauty, and be horribly frightful
¢ than hazard a life fo dear. 1 conjure you never
¢ to think any mdre of this water; and, if I have
¢ any power over you, 1 forbid you,” The prince
feemed to obey, but as foon as he faw her engaged
and bufy, he mounted his white horfe, and furnifh-
ed his pockets plentifully with money; and for
jewels his head {upplied him fufficiently. He took
no attendants with him, that he might be more
at his own liberty : and that if any dangerous ad-
venture prefented, he might not be troubled with
the remonftrances of an over-zealous and timorous
fervant,
When
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When fupper-time came, and the princefs faw
not her brother Chery, fhe was fo much troubled
that {he could neither eat nor drink, but ordered
the fervants to fearch every where f)r him. The
other two princes, who knew nothing of the dan-
cing-water, told her fhe was too uneafy, and that
he could not be far off: that fhe knew he loved re-
tirement fometimes, to indulge his thoughts, and
that without doubt, he was amufing himfelf in a
little wood that washard by. This made her eafy
for fome time, but then again fhe loft all patience,
and told her brothers crying, that fhe was the
caufe of his abfence, by exprefling a defire to
have fome of the dancing-water in the burning
foreft, and that without doubt he was gone thither.
At this news, they refolved to fend after him, and
fhe charged the meflengers to tell him, that fhe
conjured him to come back. In the mean time,
Feintifa, who was not without her fpies to know
the effe@s of her advice, when fhe learnt that
Chery was gone, was overjoyed: not doubting in
the leaft, but he would make more hafte than thofe
that followed him, and that {fome mifchief would
befal him. Big with thefe hopes, fhe ran to the
queen mother, to give her an account of all that
had paft; telling her that fhe no longer difputed,
but that they were the three princes and their fif-
ter, fince they had ftars on their foreheads, and
golden chains about their necks, and that {he had
feen the princefs drefled in the fame diamonds {he

ut into her cradle, though they were not nigh
{o valuable as fome that dropped out of her Hair;
infomuch that the was affured of their being re-
turned, notwithftanding the care fhe thought fhe
had taken to prevent it. ¢ But, madam (faid fhe)
¢ as the only means left me to repair this fault
¢ of mine, is to rid you of them, give me but time,
¢ and I will effectually do it: there’s one of the
¢ princes
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* Princes gone already to fetch the dancing-water,
¢ who undoubtedly will perifh in the attempt ; and
* 1 fhall form {chemes enough for the ret.” ¢ We
* {hall fee (faid the Queen) whether the fuccefs an-
* fwers your expedtation, which is the only thing
* that fhall {kreen you from my juft rage.” ~ Upon
this Feintifa retired, not a little alarmed, devi-
fing with harfelf how to profecute her undertak-
ll)g'

The contrivance of the prince Chery’s deftruc-
tion was one of the moft certain, for the dancing-
water was not eafily to be got ; the reports of the
misfortunes that attended all thofe who had gone
for it, had made the way known almoft to every
body. The prince never fpared his white nag,
who went at an incredible {wiftnefs, {o willing wa-
he to return foom to Fair Star, to give her all the
fatisfaction fhe could promife h&felf from his jour-
ney. He was eight days and nights without tak-
ing any repofe, but what he got under a tree in
® wood or foreft, while his horfe was grazing ;
and lived on what fruits he found on the trees,
The ninth day he found himfelfvery much incom=
moded by the exceffive heat of the air, and not
knowing what caufe to attribate it to, {ince he was
certain it was not the {un, when he. gained tha
top of the hill, he perceived the burning foreft ;
where the trees were always'in flames, without:
ever confuming ; which caft {uch a heat, that all
the country about was a dry defart, In this fo-
reft, the prince heard the hiffing of adders, and
the roaring of lions, which very much amazed
him; who could not believe that any thing but a
falamander could live in a kind of furnace. After
having confidered on fo dreadful a thing, and
thought on what was to be done, he gave himfelf
up for loft; when goiig nearer to this great‘ﬁrc,
aud being ready to die with thirft, finding a foun-

tain,
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tain, he alighted frem off his horfe, and ftooping
to take up fome water into 2 golden veflel he
brought with him, to carry that the princefs de-
fired in, he perceived a dove drowning, and tak-
ing pity on it, faved it;’ and after having held it
fome time by the heels, and wiped its wet fea-
thers, put it in his bofom, where the poor turtis
recovered. ¢ Prince Chery ({aid it, inafoft tender
¢ yoice) you never could have obliged any crea-
s ture more full of acknowledgment than myfelf ;
¢ This is not the firft time I have received moft
¢ fignal favours from your family: I am glad that
¢ I now can in return, be ferviceable to you.
¢ Think not that I am ignorant of your journeyy
s which you have too rafhly undertaken, fince it is
¢ “almoft impoffible to tell how many have perithed
¢ here. The dancing-water is the eighth won-
¢ der of the world; it beautifies ladies, makes
¢ them young again, and enriches them ; but if L
¢ am not your guide, you can never get 10 it'e
s the fource of the water falls with {o great an
s impetuofity into a deep abyls: in the road is
e 3 blockade of trees, laid fo clofe, and {o entan~
¢ gled by their branches and briars, that I {ee no
¢ wavy but to go under ground, Reft yourfelf here,
¢ and be not uneafy, I wilt go and take proper
¢ meafures about it.’
Then the dove left him, flying backwards and
forwards, and taking feveral flights about; and to-
wards the clofe of the day, came and told the
prince all was ready : who took the loving bird in
his hand, kiffing it, careffed it, and-thanked it;
and after that followed it upon his white horfe.
"They had not gone many hundred yards, before
the prince feeing a great number of foxes, badgers,
moles, and other creatures that burrow ; and
wondering how they came to be fo aflfembled toge-
ther, the turtle told him it was by her means, and
that
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that they came to work for his fervice. Chery,
* when he came to the mouth of the vault, pulled
the bridle off his horfe’s head, and tied it to the
{addle, and turned him loofe; and then followed
the turtle, who condu®ted him to the fountain,
the falling of whofe water made fuch a noife, as
would have deafened him, had not the turtle given
him two of her white feathers. He was ftrangely
{urprifed to fee the water dance with fo much
juftnefs to the warblings of fome birds, who flying
in the air, formed a band of mufic. He filled
- his veffel of gold, pulled two hearty draughts,
which made him a thoufand times more beautiful
than he was before, and refrefhed him fo much,
that he was able to bear the heat of the foreft.
He returned the fame way he came, and finding
his horfe again at the cavern’s mouth, mounted
him, and taking the dove in his hand, faid,
¢ Loving turtle, I know not by what prodigy you
¢ have fo much power here ? what you have done
¢ for me demands all my gratitude ? and as Li-
¢ berty is the greateft of all bleffings, I give you
¢ yours, to fhew fome token of my good-will.
As he faid thefe words, he let her go; fhe few
away with as fullen an air as if he had kept her
againft her will, Upon which he faid to himfelf,
¢ How fickle art thou! thou haft more of 2 man
¢ than a turtle in thee; the one is inconftant the
¢ other not.” To this the turtle mounting high in

the air, faid, ¢ And do you know who I am "
Chery, amazed that the turtle fhould anfwer
thus to his thoughts, fufpected her to be fomething
very extraordinary, and was forry he had let her
fly, faying to himfclf, that fhe might be very ufe-
ful to him, and he might have learnt of her feveral
things, that might have contributed very much to
his repofe. But then again, he confidered with
himfelf that he ought never to regret a good
action,
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a&ion, and that he was indebted to her, when he
thought on the difficulties the had {moothed out
for him to get the Dancing-water. His golden
veflel or bottle, in which he put it, was {o clofe
ftopped up, he could not fpill one drop, nor the
fpirit of the water eyaporate; fo that all the way
he entertained himfelf with the thoughts, how,
agreeably he fhould pleafe his Fair-Star, and the,
joy fhe would receive, to fee the water and him
again: when prefently he efpied feveral men on
horfeback, gallopping at full {peed, who no focner
perceived him, but they gave a hellco, and point-
ed at him. Though his intrepid foul was fo void
of fear, as not to be alarmed at any danger, yet was
ke vexed to think he thould be ftopped ; he [purred
on his horfe, and made boldly towards them : but
how agreeable was his furprife, to find them to be
his domeftics, with a letter from the princefs,
charging him not to expofe himfelf to the dangers
of the burning foreft! he kiffed the writing, figh'd -
feveral times, and made all poffible hafte to eafe
her of her fears.

When he came home, he found her fitting under
fome trees, abandoned to her grief; but when
fhe faw him at her feet, the knew not what recep-
tion to give him; fhe could both chide him for
going contrary tc her orders, and thank him for
his prefent : at lalt her tendernefs prevailing, {he
embraced her dear brother, and received him witn
all poffible demonftrations of joy. The reitlefs
Feintifa knew by her {pies, that Chery was returned,
and more beautiful than when he went, and that
the princefs, by wafhing her face with the dancing-
water, was become exceffive beautiful, that no
bod. could behold her without admiration. She
was very much amazed and vexed, for fhe made
account that the prince would perifh in the at-
tempt: but recolle®ing, this was no time to de-

ipond,
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{pond, but feeking an ‘opportunity, when the prin -
cefs went to the temple of Diana unaccompanied,
{he accofted her with an air of friendfhip, and
{aid, 1 congratulate you madam, on the happy
¢ fuccefs of my advife, your looks difcover too
plainly that you have ufed the dancing-water ;
but, if I durft advife you once more, you fhould
think of getting the finging-apple, which is as
great an embellifhment to the wit: would you
perfuade, it is but fmelling; would you appear
in public, make verfes, write profe, make peo-
ple to laugh or cry, it has all thefe virtues; 31/1
befides, fings fo fine, that itravifhes all that hear
it ¢ I will have none of it (cried the Princefs)
my brother had liked to have loft his life, in
fetching the dancing-water, your counfel is too
dangerous.” ¢ What! madam (replied Feintifa)
would you not be‘the moft learned and witty la-
dy in the world ? furely you do mot think fo.’
Alas ! faid Fair-Star, what would have become of
me, if my brother had been brought back dead !’
Then let him go no more (faid the old woman)
let the other two oblige you in their turns; this
enterprize'is not fo dangerous.” ¢ No matter
for that (faid the princefs) I will not expofe them
to it.” * How muchI pity you (replied Feintifa)
to let fo advantageous an opportunity {lip you;
but confider upon it: farewell, madam. And
then left her, very much unfatisfed with the {fuce
cefs of her harrangue. Fair-Star ftayed at the feet
of Diana’s ftatue, confidering what to do: theloved
her brothers, but fo earneftly defired the f{inging-
apple, that fhe fighed and fell a crying. Bright~
Sun coming into the temple, and fecing the prin-
cefs’s face covered with her veil, becaufe fhe was
athamed to be feen weeping: baut he guefling
fhe was in tears, aud coming yp to her, conjured
her inftantly to tell him why {he cried. But fhe

a refufed,
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vefufed, telling him fhe could not for {hame ; and
‘the more {he denied, the more earneflt be was to
kpow. At lalt fhe faid, that the fame old woman
that advifed her to fend for the dancing-water, had
been telling her of the finging-apple, which was
.more wonderful ; becaufe it created as much wit
-as to make a perfon poflefled of it a perfect pro-
digy, and that fhe would almoft give her life for
fuch an apple, but that fhe feared there was too
much danger in going for it ¢ You need not be
¢ afraid of me (replied the brother) I affure you,
¢ for I am not {o fond as that comes to: what have
¢ you not wit enough already ? come, come, do

¢ not vex yourfelf about fuch a foolifh ftory.’
Fair-Star followed him from thence home, nota
little melancholy at the manner of his receiving
the confidence the repofed in him, and the impoif-
fibility of her having the finging-apple. When
fupper was fat on the table, fhe could not eat:
Chery, the lovely Chery cbferved it, and helped her
to the niceft bits, prefling her to tafte thereof: but
all he could fay proved ufelefs, the tears came in
-her eyes, and fhe rofe from the table. O hea-
vens! how uneafy was Chery, ignorant of what was
the caufe ? when Bright-Sun told hum, in a fort of
raill-ry, difobliging enough to his fifter, who was
fo much piqued thereat that fhe retired to her

chamber, and would fee nobody all the night.
When Bright-Sun and Felix were in bed, Chery
mounted his white nag agaia, and without faying
any thing to any one, he fet out on his journey
for the finging-apple, though he knew not one
foot of the way, leaving a letter behind him, to
be given to Fair-Star the next morning; who when
{he received it, felt all the difquiet and torments
corceivable upon fuch an occafion. She ran into
her brother’s chamber, to let them partake fome-
what of her grief; who preflently {ent after him
again,
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again, to cblige him to return, without attempte
ing an adventure wherein there was fo much ha-
zard., All this time the king, who never had
thefe four ftrangers out of his thoughts, as often
as he went a hunting called upon them, and re-
_ proached them for not coming to hiscourt. They

excufed themfelves, firft, that they had not com-
pleated their equipage ; and then that their bro-
ther was abfent ; affuring him, that upon his re-
turn, they, after the leave he gave them, weuld pay
their moft humble refpedts to him.

The prince Chery, who was-too much urged on
by his paffion, not to make all poffible hafte, fome
time after day break, found a handfome young man
fet under a fhady tree, reading a book he held
in his hand; to whom he addreffed himfelf in 2
civil manner, and faid, ¢ Give me leave to inters
¢ rupt you, to afk if you know where I may find
¢ the {inging-apple.” The young man looking
up, and {miling, afked him ¢ If heintended to obtain
¢ it.” ¢ Yes (replied the prince) if itis poffible I will.’
¢ Ah, fir (added the firanger) you know not all
¢ the dangers : here is a book that {peaks of them,
¢ and the very reading of it is enough to make one
¢ tremble.” ¢ No matter for that (faxd Chery) the
¢ danger is not capable of difmaying me ; tell me
¢ only where I may find it." ¢ This book (conti~
¢ nued the man) fays in the deferts of Lybia; that
¢ we may hear it fing eight leagues off ; and that
¢ the dragon which guards it, has already de-
¢ youred above five hundred thoufand people.” ‘I
¢ thall make one more,’ (faid the prince {miling)
and then - taking his leave, fet forward for the
deferts of Lybia. After feveral days journey, he
liftened if he could hear the apple, afHi¢ting him-
felf with the length of the way; when perceiving
in the road a turtle almoft dead, and feeing no
one nigh that could have wourded it, he bchevhed

that
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that it might belong to Venus; and that having
efcaped her court, the little archer to try his bew
and arrows, had let fly at her: and taking pity om
it, alighted off his horfe, teck it up and wiped its
bloody feathers, took out of his pocket a little
golden box of admirable ointment, and no fooner
applied it to the wound of the poor dove, but it
opened its eycs, raifed its head, ftretched out ene
of its wings, and then looking at the prince faid
(good-morrow, Chery, you are deftined to fave my
¢ life, and I may perhaps do you no lefs fignal {er-
¢ vices. You are come for the finging-apple, the
¢ enterprize is difficult, and worthy ot you; for
¢ it is guarded by a terrible dragon, with three heads
¢ and twelve feet.” ¢ Ah, my dear dove, (faid the
¢ prince) how everjoyed am I to fee you again, and
¢ at a time when your affiftance is fo neceflary.
¢ Do not deny it me, my pretty creature, for I
¢ thould die with grief, if I thould return without
¢ the finging apple ; and fince that I got the danc-
“ing- water by thy means, I hope you will
¢ ind out fome expedient whereby I may fuc-
¢ ceed as well in this undertaking.” ¢ Follow me
¢ (anfwered the dove) and I hope all will be
¢ well.’

The prince let her go; and after following her
all the day, arrived at a great mountain of {and,
into which the dove told him he muft dig; which
he accordingly did, fometimeswith his hand, and
fometimes with his fword. After {fomeé hours hard
working, he found a head-piece, breaft-plate, and
in fhort, a compleat fuit of armour for man and
horfe, all of glafs. ¢Arm vourfelf (faid the
¢ dove) and fear not the dragon; for when he
¢ fhall fee himfelf in all thefe glaffes, he will be
¢-fo frightened, thinking his own refemblance, in
¢ {fo many mirrors, to be as many mo nfters as
¢ himfelf, that he will run away.” Chery approv-

N ing
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ing this contrivance armed himfelf, and takin

the dove in his hand, they travelled all that night,
and at day break heard 2 moft ravifhing melody
and the prince alking what it was, the dove told
Fim, fhe was perfuaded that nothing but the fing-
inz-apple could be fo agreeable, for that it per-
formed all forts of mufic, and feemed as if all
manner of inftruments were played upon, which
made them ftill keep advancing towardsit. The
prince wifhed to himfelf, it might fing fomething
that might be adapted to the fituation of his Leart,
and at that very inftant heard thefe words:

"I'is love can conquer the moft rebel heart,
Be amorous {till, and from her never part;
And fince you follow beauty’s cruclty,
Love on, purfue, and you will happy be.

* Ah! cried he in anfwer to thefe verfes) how
¢.charming is this predition! I may hepe then to
¢ be more laippy.”  To which the dove made no
rep'y, for {he never fpoke any thing but what .was
ablolutely neceffary, The farther they advanced,
the more charming the mufic feemed ; and whatever
dread the prince might be in, he was fometimes fo
ravifhed, that he ftopped, almoft infenfible of any
thing elfe: but the fight of the dragon, who ap-
peared fuddenly, foon recovered him out of -this
kind of lethargy. He had {melt the prince a great
way off, and expelted to devour him, as he hzd
done all the reft. He come jumping along, co-
vering the ground as he come wi h a poifonous
froth, Out of his infernal throat there iffued-
fire and little dragons, which he ufed inftead of
, darts, to throw into the eyes and ears of all the
knights-errant that came to fetch away the fing-
ing apple. But when he faw his own terrible Fi-
gure, multiplied a thoufand timesin the prinlcef’s

glafs
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glafs armour, he ftopped ; and looking hard upomn

him, bearing fo many no lefs horrible monfters than

himfelf about him, was frightened, and ran away.

Chery perceiving the happy fuccefs of his armout.

purfued him to the mouth ofa deep cavern, which

he clofed up, to prevent his returning again. After

that fearching about, he difcovered, with admira~

tion, the beautiful tree which was all amber, ex-~

cept the apples, which were topazes; but that

which he fought after with fo much pains, and

great danger, was a Tuby crowned with a dia-

mond. The prince tranfported. with the joy at

having it in his power to beftow fo great a trea-

fure on his beleved Fair-Star, made haft to break

off the bough; and proud of his good fortune,

mounted his horfe again, but faw no more of the

dove, who, when there was no further need of her

afiftance, was flown away. In fhort, the prince

returned to his princefs with his prize, who had ne-

ver enjoyed one morment’s repofe fince his ab-
fence : She continually reproached herfelf for her

ambition of wit, dreading Chery’s death far more

than herown: ¢ Ah! unhappy wretch that I am

¢ would fhe often cry, fetching deep and heavy

s fighs) why was 1 fo vain glorious ? Why could

¢ not I be content to {peak, and do things well
¢ enough not to be impertinent ; Well, I am_pu-

¢ nifhed for my pride, if I lofe him1 {o dearly

¢ loved. Alas! perhaps the gods difpleafed with

¢ the irrefiftlefs paffion I have for Chery, will de-

¢ prive me of him by fome tragical end.” No afr

fliting tormenting thought efcaped her imagi-
nation, when in the middle of the night, The heard

fuch ravithing mulfic, that {he could not lie in bed,
‘but got up, and went to the window to hear it
more plainly, not knowing what to think of it:
Sometimes fhe believed it to be Apolloand the mu-
fes ; fometimes Venus, the graces and loves ; zmdl
2 al
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all the-time the fymphony feemed to come nigher..
At lalt, it being moon light, {he difcovered the
prince; upon which fhe retired, fecing a gentle-
man and not knowing who it might be : When he
ftopped under her window, and the apple fung an
air, the beginning of which. words were, or forne-
thing like it. ¢ Awake yc fleeping fair.’

At this the curious princefs prefently looked out,
and knowing her brother again, was ready to jump
out of the window to him.. She talked fo loud,
that the whole family were prefently alarmed, and
came and opened the doors; which Chery entered
with all fmaginable hafte, holding in his hand a
branch of amber, with the wonderful fruit wpon
it: And as he had fmelt on it often, his wit was
fo much increafed, that nothing was comparable
to it, Fair-Star ran to meet him with great pre-
cipitation, crying with joy, and faying, ¢ Doyou
¢ believe I thank you, dear brother ? No, there is
* nothing that I do not buy too dear, when I expofe
‘you to fetchit.’ ¢ And there are no dangers I
* would mot hazard (anfwered he) te give you the
¢ lealt {atisfaction. Accept, Fair-Star, of this
* fruit, noune deferves it {o muck as you.” DBright
Sun, and his brother came juft then and interrupt-
ed their converfation, and were glad to fee their
brother again, who gave them an account of his
journey, which lafted till morning.

The wicked Feintifa having left the queen, af-
ter having acquainted her with her projeéts, was
jult retired home and got to bed, but could not
{leep through her uneafinefs one wink. When fhe
heard the {weet finging of the apple, and not
doubting but that he had obtained it, cried and
bewailed ‘her condition, fcratching her face, and.
tearing off her hair. Her grief was extremely
great; for inftead of doing the princes the mif-
chicf fhe projected, the did them all the fervice

imas
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tmmaginable. As foon as it was day, fhe was too
well informed of the prinee's return, and upon
that “hurried away to the queen-mother : * Well,
¢ Feintifa (faid that princefs)do you bring me any
¢ good mews, are they deftroyed?” No, Ma-
¢ dam (replied fhe) cafting herfelf at her feet:
* But let not your majefty be impatient ; 1 have a
¢ thoufand ways yet left. Ahwretch! (faid the
¢ queen) thou intendeft to betray me, and there-
¢ fore fpareft them.” Feintifa protefted to the con-
trary ; and when the had appeafed her, returned
home, , to think of what was to be done next. She
let fome days pafs without undertaking any thing:
When being informed by her fcouts, that the prin-
cefs was walking in the foreft alone, expecting her
brothers, the went thither : and addreffing herfelf
to her, faid, ¢ Charming Star,”I have been inform-
¢ ed that you have got the finging apple, and was
¢ overjoyed to hear of it; for | havefo greatanin-
¢ clination for you, that [ am interefted in what-
¢ ever tends to your advantage. And continued
¢ fhe) I.cannot forbear advifing you to one thing
¢ more.” ¢Ah (cried the princels, getting from
¢ her) keep your advice to yourfelt, for though the
¢ benefits I receive be great, yet they make- not
¢ amends for the trouble and uneafinels they have
¢ caufed me.” ¢ Uneafinefs is not {o great an evil
¢ (anfwered fhe with a {mile) there is a fweet-
¢ nefs and tendernefsin it.” ¢ Forbear, faid Fair-
¢ Star) I tremble when I think on it *Indeed:
¢ (faid the old woman) you ave very much to be
¢ pitied, to be the moflt beautiful and wittielt lady
¢ in the world.” ¢ defire once more (faid the
¢ princefs) tobe excufed, I know too well the con-
¢ dition the abfcence of my brother reduced me
¢ to.) *You muft, notwithftanding be told (faid
¢ Feintifa) that you want the little green-bird thap
¢ tells "every thing, by which: you will “be “in-

N3 ¢ formed
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informed of your birth, and your good and il
fortune ; there is no particular thing he does

not difcover; and when the world fhall {fay that

Fair-Star has the dancing water, and the {inging

apple, and wants the little green bird, they had
as good fay nothing.’

After having in this manner, uttered what fhe
intended, fhe retired, leaving the Princefs melan-
choly and thoughtful, and ﬁchmg as if there was

fomethmg fhe defired: ¢ This woman is in the

¢ right (faid fhe) what am I the better for the
dancing water and finging apple, if I know

not who I am, who are my parents, and by what _
fatality my brothers and 1 were expofed to the

fury of the waves ? there muft be fomething ex-

traordinary in our births, that we fhould be
abandoned in the manner we were, and receive

fo evident a protection from heaven. How great

a pleafure would it be to me to know my father

and mother, to love them if they be alive, and

to honour their memory if dead?” Thereupon

tears trickled down her cheeks, clear as drops of
morning dew, diftilling upon lilies and rofes.
Chery, who was always more impatient to fee her

again than the other two, made the moft hafte, af-

ter the fport was over, to return home: that day

he was a-foot, his bow hung negligently by his

{ide, fome arrows he held in his hand, and his

hair was tied with a ribband behind him: and in
this warlike drefs he looked charmingly pleafing.

When the princefs faw him, fhe retired to a dark

{thady walk, that he might not perceive thofe cha-
radters of grief in her face. But nothing can

efcape a lover’s eye; for the prince looking upon
her, foon knew fomething was the matter. Where-
upon he was difturbed, and defired her to tell him

what it was; but fhe refufing with obftinacy, he

tyrned one of his arrows agaipit his breaft, and faid,
Since
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¢ Since yeu love me not, Fair-Star, Ihave nought
¢ todo but die.. By this means he (as I may fay)
extorted the fecret from her: but on thefe condi-
tions, that he fhould not with the hazard of his
life {eck to fatisfy her defires: all which he pro-
mifed But as foon as fhe was retired to her cham-
ber, and her brothers to theirs, he went into the
ftable again, and mounting his horfe, fet out with~
out faying a word to any one. “When it was known
the next morning, the whole family was in the
utmoft confternation. The king, who could not
forget, fent to invite them again, and they re-
turned the fame excufe again of their brother’s
being abfent, and that they could have no pleafure:
and latisfadion without him ; but that upon his
yeturn they would not fail to pay their devoirs.
The princefs wasinconfolable ; the water and apple
could not charm her, nothing was agrecable with-
out Chery. i '

The prince wandered up and down, afking all he
met where he might find thelittle green bird ; but
no body could tell him, till he afked an old man,
who taking him home with him, took the pains to
ook over his books and a globe which he had
made the ftudy of his life ; and then told him it
was in a frozen climate, on the point of a fright-
ful rock, fhewing him all the reads to it. Thg"
prince, by way of return, prefented him with a
urfe of jewels he had combed out of his hair;
and taking leave of him, purfued his journey. To
be fhort, one morning by fun-rife, he perceived
the rock, which was very high and craggy, and
on the top of it the bird talking itke an oracle,
telling moft firange things.' He thought he might
catch it with little trouble, fince it-appeared to be
very tame, hopping from one place to another,
He alighted off his horfe, and climbed up without
making any noife, promifing himielf and Fair-Star

the



272 PrivcEss FAR-STAR & Prince Ghery,

the moft {enfible pleafure; when 2ll on a fudden,
the rock opened and he fell, as motionlefs as any
ftatue, into a large ha.l; fo that he could neither
bemoan nor complain of his deplorable adventure.
There he found three-hundred knights, who hav-
ing made the fame attempt as himfelf, were in
the fame condition, being only able to look at one
“another. : '

The time of his ablence feemed long to Fair-
Star, that {he fell extraordinary ill; and the phy-
ficians pronounced her to be devoured by deep me-
lancholy. Her brothers who loved her tenderly,
would often tell her the caufe of her illnefs; upon
which fhe confeffed, that the reproached herfelf
night and day for Chery’s departure: and that fhe
- was fure fhe fhould die, if the heard no news of
him. Bright-Sun moved by her tears, refolved to
go and feek his brother ; and accordingly knowing
where the bird was, fet out, approached it with the
fame hopes, was {wallowed up by the rock, and
fell into the great hall, where the firlt obje@t he
fixed his eyes on was Chery; but could not {peak
to him, ‘In the mean time Fair-Star grew better,
hoping every minute to {ee her two brothers re-
turn; but being deceived therein, her grief re.
newed, and fhe complained inceffantly, accufing
* herfelf for the difafters that befel her brothers; °
when prince Felix, having no lefs compaflion on
her, and concern for his brothers, refolved to go
and find them; and acqpainted her therewith. She
at firft feemed to oppofe it; but he replied, that
it was juft that he fhould expofe himfelf for thofe
who were fo dear to him; and then fet out, after
taking his leave of the princefs, whom he left a
prey to the moft piercing grief.

When Feintifa knew that the third prince was
gone, her joy had'no end, but away fthe ran to-the
quecn, and promifed her with more affurance

than
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than ever, to diftroy this unfortunate family, Felix
fared the fame fate with €hery and Bright-Sun ; he
found the rock, faw the bird, and tell into the
hall, where he knew the princes he fought and faw
them ranged in niches. They never flept, nor eat,
but remained in that condition, having only their
thoughts at liberty. Fair Star feeing none of her
brothers return, was inconfolable, and reproached
herfelf for ftaying fo long after them ; and with-
out any longer hefitation ordered their fervants
to ftay fix months; and if neither the nor her bro-
thers returned in that time, to go and acquaint the
corfair and his wife with their deaths. T hen dref-
fing herfelf in men’s clothes, as moft fitting to
fecure her from all infalts in her journey, Feintifa
had the pleafure to fe: her go upon her horfe Ifa-
bella ; and immediately after ran full of joy to the
palace to regale the queen with the news. Fair-
Star only armed herfelf with a head-piece, the vilor
of which fhe never lifted up, becaufe her beauty
was fo perfeét {he could ot otherwife have paft
for a man. She fuffered very much by the rigour
of the weather ; for that country where the green
bird lived, in no feafon ever received the happy
influence of the fun: but cold, nor anything elle
could difmay her. Inher way fhe faw a dove no
lefs white nor cold than the fnow it lay upon,
which notwithftanding her impatience of arriving at
the rock fhe could not fee perith, but alighting off
her horfe, took it up, warmed it with her breath,
put it in her bofom, where it never ftirred. Fair-
Star thinking it dead, pulled it out, and looking
{forrowfully upon it faid, ¢ what fhall 1 do lovely
¢ dove to fave thy life? To which the little
creature made anfwer, ¢one fweet kifs, Fair-
¢ Star, from your mouth, will finifh what .ycu
¢ have fo charitably began.” ¢ Not only one(faid
¢ the princefs) but a thoufand if need be; amd fell
o
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!akifling it.’ U

A pen which the dove reviving, replied,

I know you notwithftanding your difouife, and
muft tell you, that you undertake a thing which
* will be impoffible for you to effe®& without my
* affiftance; but do as I advife you. When you
¢ “come to the rock, inftead of attempting to climb
¢ 1t, ftay at the bottom, and fing the moft me-
¢ lodicus fong you can think of; the green bird
¢ will hear you, and obferve from whence the voice
¢ comes; then you muft pretend to be afleep, and
¢ 1 will ftay by you : when he fees me, he'll come
¢ from the rock to peck me, and then you muft
¢ take your advantage to catch him.’
"The princels overjoyed at this hope, arrived {oon
at the rock, where fhe found her brothers horfes
grafing, which fight renewed all her grief, and
the fat down and oried bitterly ; but the little
green bird faid fuch fine and comfortable things
to thofe that where afflited, that fhe dried up her
-tears, and fung fo loud and charming, that the
princes in the hal] had the pleafure of hearing her,
which was the firt moment they began to hope,
the little green bird heard her alfo, and looked to
{ee from whence the voice came, and perceiving
the princefs, who had pulled offher mafk, that fhe
might lie down to fleep with more eafe, as alfo
the dove hopping by her, he came down to peck
her, but had not pulled off three feathers before he
was taken himfelf. ¢ Ah!(faid he) what would
¢ you have with me? what have I done to engage
you to come {o far to make me miferable? give
me my liberty, I conjure you, and I will do
whatever you defire in exchange.” ¢ Reftore me
my brothers (faid Fair-Star) whom by their
horfes feeding here, I know thou detaineft fome-
where hereabout.” ¢Ihave a red feather (faid
he) under my left wing, pullit out, and touch
the rock with it," The princels made hafte (tlo
o
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do what he had bid her, but at the fame time {aw
fuch flafkes of lightning, and heard {uch claps of
thunder, togcthel \v1th the roaring of the wind,

that {he was very much {rightned; but notwuh-
ftanding held the green bird faft, that he might not
efcape her:- then touched the rock again a fecond
and third time, at which izft it {plit from the top
to the bottom, and fhe with an air of victory en-
tered the hall, where the three brothers were, with
a great many others, = She ran to Chery, who knew
Ler not in that drefs, and in an helmet; for then
the enchantment wasnot deftroyed, infomuch that
he could neither fpeak nor ftir. The princefs feeing
that, afked the bird more queftions; to which he
made anf{wer, that {he muft rub the eyes of all
thofe the would free from the enchantment, with
the fame red feather: which good office fhe did
to feveral kings and princes, -as well as her three
brothers: who in return for {o great a benefit fell
down on their knees, and called her the deliverer
of kings.

Fair-Star then perceiving that her brothers de-
ceived by her drefs, did not know her, pulled off
her helmet, and holding up her arms, embraced
them a thoufand times if poffible, and afterwards
afked the other princes civily who they were: every
one told his own particular adventure, and offered
to accompany her wherever fhe went ; to which
fhe anfwered, that though the law of knight-
hood might give her fome risht over their liber-
ty, the waved it, leaving theth. to purfue their
own pleafures ; and then retired with her brothers,
that they might give each other a particular ac-
count of what had befel them fince their feparation.
The little green bird then interrupted them, to
defire Fair-Star, to give him ‘his l]berty, upon
which fhe Jooked for the dove to afk her opinion:
but not finding her, told the bird he had coft her

too
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‘too much trouble and uneafinefs to enjoy fo little
of her conqueft. Thereupon they all four mount-
ed their own herfes, leaving the other kings, &c.
to go a-foot, their equipages being all loft, during
the many years of their enchantment,

. The queen-mother eafed of all the difquiet
with which the return of the princes and princefs
had burdened her, returned her inftances to the
king to marry again; and importuned him fo
much that he made choice of a princefls, one of kis
relations.  But as he muft firft difannul his mar-
riage with the queen Linda, who had lived all
" that time at her mother’s with the three whelps;
the old queen fent a coach for her and them. = She
came according tc her commands, and was dreffed
in black, with a long veil that reached down to her
feet ; in which apparel fthe appeared as beautiful
as the morning ftar : though fhe was become lean
and pale by not fleeping nor eating, butjuft tofuf-
tain nature, and out of complaifance to her mo-
ther, who was pitied by all. The king relented {o
much, that he durft not caft his eyes on her: for
he confented to his fecond match purely out of the
hopes of heirs. The marriage day being appoint-
ed, the old queen, urged thereto by Lucina, who
always hated her unfortunate fifter, would have
the queen Linda appear at the feaft, which was
to be very magnificent: and the king to fhew his
grandeur to ftrangers, fent the firft gentleman of
his bed chamber to the princes and their fifter,
to invite them to it.

The gentleman went accordingly, and knowing
the extreme defire the king had to fee them, find-
ing them not at home, left one of his attendants
to wait for themn, and to bring them without any
delay. The night before this banquet, Fair-Star
and the three princes arrived, to whom the perfon

that was left delivered his meffage, telling them
2 withal
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withal the hiftory of the king’s life; how that he
had married a young -beautiful damfel, who had
the misfortune to be delivered of three welps ;
and that upon that account he had put her away,
though he loved her tenderly ; that he had lived
fifteen years before he would harken to any pro-
pofals of marriage; but being prefled thereto by
the queen-mother and his minifters of ftate, he
had determined to efpoufe a young princefs of his
court, to whofe nuptials they were invited. '
Fair-Star drefled herfelf in a rofe coloured vel- -
vet, bedecked on the robings with diamonds, her
hair hanging on her fhoulders in fine curls, but
tied together with a bunch of ribbons, by which
means the gold chain on her neck appeared more
vifible ; the {ftar an her forehead fhined with all
imaginable luftre; and in {hort fthe feemed too
beautiful for a mortal. Her brothers came not
far fhort of her ; and prince Chery had fomething
that diftinguithed him moft advantageoufly.
They went all four into an ivory and ebony cha-
riot, drawn by twelve white horfes, their equipage
every way fuitable. The king overjoyed to fee
them, received them at the ftairhead ; the apple
fung wonderiully fine, the water danced, and the
green bird talked  like an oracle. They all fell
on their knees, till the king raifed them up
with his hand, which they kiffed with all refpect
and affection. . After that he embiaced them, and
{aid, I am obliged to you, lovely ftrangers, for
¢ your company to-day: your prefence gives me
¢ a {enfible pleafure.” Then he led them into a
large hall, where there were feveral large’ tables
fet out with all manner of rarities and dainties,
and mufic playing all the time. Soon after came
the queen-mother with her new daughter in-law
that was to be, accompanied by Lucina, and a
great number of ladies, and with them the poor
Vol. II, 0 queen
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queen led by a brafs chain about her neck, to
which the three dogs were faftened ; who, together
with them, was carried to a great bowl of bones
and offal meet, which was fet out by the old queen’s
command in one part of the hall. '
. When Fair-Star and the princefs faw this unhap-
PY princefs, tears came in their eyes; either be~
caule they were fenfibly touched with the viciffi-
tudes and changes of this world, or by inftinét of
nature. But how outrageous were the old queen’s
thoughts at fo unexpected a return, {o contrary
to her defigns? fhe caft fo furious a look at Fe-
intifa, that fhe wifhed the earth would open and
fwallow her up; fo much did fhe dread her. The
king prefented the princefs and her brothers to his
mother, faying the moft obliging things of them ;
and fhe, notwithftanding her inward hatred and
concern, received them with a favourable compli-
ment and a fmile ; for at that time diffimulation
was as much in vogue as mow. No mirth was
wanting during the feaft, though the king was not
very well pleafed to fee his wife eat with dogs, as
the meaneft of all creatures; but having refolved
to fhew all manner of compliance to his mother,
{he ordered every thing as fhe thought fit.

When the repaft was over, the king addrefling
him{elf to Fair-Star, ¢ I hear you are poffeffed of
s three incomparable things, 1 with you joy of
them, and defire you to tell me how you got
them.” ¢ Sir (replied fhe) I{ball obey you with

leafure. I was told that the dancing water
would make me handfome, and the finging apple
infpire thofe who had it with wit; which were
the two reafons made me defirous of them. For
-the little green bird who tells every thing, our
fatal ignorance of our births made me covet hiny,
fince we were children abandoned by our pa-
rents.” ¢ To judge of your birth by your perfcns
' replied
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¢ replied the king, it muft be illuftrious; but tell
¢ me fincerely who you are.’ ¢ Sir, (faid the) my
s brothers and felf deferred that inquiry till eur
¢ return; and then we received the honour of an
s invitation to your wedding, and have brought
s thefe rarities to divert you.w ¢ Iam very glad
s of it (faid the king) therefore let us not defer {o
¢ agreeable an entertainment.” ¢ What! (faid the
¢ queen mother,in a paffion) can you amufe your-
¢ {elf no better than with fuch idle ftories, and
¢ {uch filly chits and their rarities; I am forry
¢ your credulity {hould be {o much abufed, and,
¢ that they fhouid have the honour to fit at my
¢ table., Fair-Star and her brothers knew not
how to behave themfelves at this difobliging
expreflion, but were confufed and vexed to be
affronted before fo much company : but the king
telling his mother that this proceeding of her’s very
_much difpleafed him, defired them to take no no-
tice of it, and held out his hand as a fign of his
friendfhip. Fair-Starcalled fora bafon, and pour-
ing the dancing water into it, which, by its fkip-
~ ping and jumping, formed waves like a rolling fea,
and fometimes changing its colour, filled all the
_company with admiration, and by its forcing the.
bafon along the table to the king, caft out fome
drops into the firft gentleman of the king’s bed
chamber’s face ; who being a-man of good mien,
but of a difagreeable face (thougha man of merit)
having but one eye, the water made him very
beautiful, and reftored his eye again. - The king,
whofe favourite he was, feemed assmuch pleafed
with this adventure, as the queen-mother was vexed
to hear the applaufes of the whole company.
After that Fair-Star produced the ruby apple upon
its branch of amber, which began as melodious a
concert as if there had been a hundred muficians;

0z which
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which ravithed the fenfes of the king and whole
court : whofe admiration increafed when fhe thewed
the little green bird in a golden cage, out of which
fhe took him gently, and fet him upon the apple,
which out of refped left off finging, to give him -
time to fpeak: his feathers were fo bright, that
when the eyes were fhut, they gliftened, and were
of all manner of fhades of green. He addrefled
himfelf to the king, and afked him what he pleafed
to know. ¢ We want to be informed, (replied the
* king) who this lady and three gentlemen are.’
¢ O king (anfwered the bird, with a plain and in-
¢ telligible voice) the is thy own daughter, and
* two of thefe princes are thy fons; the third,
¢ whofe name is Chery, is thy nephew.” There-
upon, with an unparalieled eloquence, he told the
whole ftory, without omitting the lealt circumftance,

The king melted into tears, and the afHicted
queen leaving her dogs, came foftly forwards cry-
ing for joy; forfhe no longer difputed the truth of
the ftory, when fhe faw all the tokens, The three
princes rofe up at the end thereof, caft themfelves
at the king's feet, embraced his knecs, and kiffed
his hand: he with open arms clafped them to his
heart; and at that time there was nothing heard
but fighs and cries of joy, When at laft, the king
feeing the queen ftand fearful by the wall-fide in an
humble pofture, ran to her, and embraced her a
thoufand times: then took her by the hand, and
made her fit down by him; but not before her
children and fhe had embraced as often. Never
was fight more tender and moving; they were all
in tears, lifting up their hands and eyes to heaven
to return thanks, The king made the princefs he
was to marry a compliment, and withal a prefent
‘of jewels. But for the queen-mother, Lucina, and

Feintifa, they could expeét nothing but the utmoft
refentment,
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refentment. The thunder of his anger began to
rumble, when the generous queen, her children
and Chery, conjured him not to put him{elf into
a paffion  but to pafs a more exemplary than fe-
vere fentence. = T he queen-mother he made a clofe
prifoner for life in a ftrong caftle, and Lucina and
Feintifa were cafl into a deep nafty dungeon, there
to remain all their days with the three dogs. :
After thefé three wicked perfons were carried
a ay, the mufic began to play, and all joy and
mirth went forward ; but none came up to that of
Chery’s and Fair-Star’s, who were as happy as they
wifhed tobe; for the king fenfible of his nephew’s
merit, compleated the happinefs of that day, by
marrying him to his daughter. The prince tranf-
ported with joy, caft himfelf at his feet ; and Fair-
Star difcovered no lefs fatisfaction. And theold
Princefs (who had in a kind of folitude fpent fo
many years) alfo partook of the joy, the fame Fairy
that had been fo entertained by her, at the fame
moment, went and told her all that happened at
court, and afked her to go with her thither, The
grateful princels went with her in her chariot of
blue and gold, preceded by all manner of warlike
inftruments, and followed by five hundred body-
guards, richly clothed ; and by the way, the fairy
told her the hiftory of her grand chilaren, how fhe
had never forfaken them, but had protected them
under the fhape of a fyren and dove, and all upon
the account ot the charitably the gave her. The
good princefs was every moment for kiffing her
hand, to fhew her acknowledgment, and could not
think of expreffions to declare her joy. When they
arrived at court, the king received them with a
thoufand teftimonies of friendfhip. The queen
Linda and her children, were glad to fee the prin- |
«<els, and earneft to exprefs their gratitude and |
obligations °
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obligations to that illufirious lady, whom the old
fairy told them was the kind dove that guided

- them; who to compleat the king’s fatisfaction, told
‘bim that his mother-in-law, whom he always took

for a poor country woman, was a fovereign prin-
cefs: which was the only thing perhaps wanting to
that monarch’s happinefls. And to conclude,-the
corfair and his wife were fent for,.that they might
receive a noble recompence, for the extraordinary
education they beftowed on them.

M @R R AT T

Under the idea and by the intention of this hif-

tory, is thewn, that in whatever manner innocence

is opprefled, yet if they patiently fubmit and fol-
low the ftrait path of virtue, Providence will at

dome time or other a& in their favour; and the

wicked will meet that punifhment their condut de-

Jerves.— From thefe examples, who would not em-

brace goud actions, which in conclufion will
CROWN INNOGENGE WITH HAPPINESS,
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