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P R E F A C E. 

T o captivate the mind .to the pleafing 

tafk of its duty, by fabulous details, 

has ever been found the moft IikeI y means 

of having the defired effect, by gaining con-: 

verts to fair virtue's caufe: nor are the paf­

fiOilS ever · more firongly touched than when 

the reward5' of rectitude and the punifhment 

attendant on irregularity are fl1ewn in their 

true colours. 

The original infiitution of the .fi:age, was 

for the purpofe of infiilling morality, and 

raifing a dete:ftation for thofe inclinations 

which terminate in the defirutl:ion of the 

poffelfor. For the illuftration of which, the 

following lines from Iv1r. Po'PE's prologue 

to Cato are applicable. 

" To wake the foul by tendtr fl:rokes of art, 

To rai!e the genius and to men<l the heart; 

To m::ike rnankin.l in confcious virtue bold, 

Live o'er each icene, an<l be what they behold. 

For .this the tragic mufe firft trod the !bge, 

CPmmanding tears to flow from every age." 

'r'he 



P R E F A C E. 
The fyrnpath:zing brcail: equally feels fen- _ 

fations of joy at the various viciffitudes 
, through which ftern and immovable virtue 

runs, w.hen, at different _ periods, to all ap­
peararu e] fue is or the eve of being borne 
down by Vi ' e, an unexpeB:edly the lovely 
godc:Jr'fs cat,:hes huE cf her votary, and pro­
teas· her fpo~Lfs chilrl. :::s .it'does that of grief; 
f.Jr the d::..t-'rn vi ty oi LJ.! --<-C mind, which from 
its repeated alls cl mali::v0lence involves it­
felf Li certain dcitru(;~10n. 

And as the inculcating fuch fentiments 
thatwiil lay alafring, foundation for goingth:lt: 
road 'Nhich leads to pleafure, by following a 
ri_ght fyi1em, is beyond contradicbon fo effen­
tially necdfary, the PUBLISHER of this work 
begs le:ive to offor it to the notice of the pa­
rents, &c. as every way calculated to implant 
thofe ideas which give a true relifh for vir .. 
tu~ and a difiafie for vice. 
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FAIRY TALES. . . 

The .STORY of FORTUNIO, 

FORTUNATE KNIGHT .. 

T HERE once reigned a powetful ·King, who was a Prince of great clemency, and very well beloved by his fubjec1:s ; but being engaged in a war with an Emperor, whofe name was 1fa­tapa, a n eighbouring and potent Prince, after fe .. veral battles, the Emperor at lafi gained an entire 2nd fi gnal victory. The King had mofi of his of­ficers and foldiers killed, or taken prifoners, and. -the Emperor foon after bdieged his capita-! town, and took it; by which means he -became maft:er of '111 the treafures. The King had much ado to ~fcape himfelf, with the Queen Dowager, his fifter1 who was y oung, beautiful, and witty, but withal _proud, hafiy, and difficult of accefs. The Em­.peror tranfported all his jewels and rich furniture to his own palace, and took a great number of young damfels, horfes, - and whatever might be ufefol and agreeable to him; and when he had de· B populated 



''fhe STORY of .FoRTUNto. 

pulated the greatefi part of the kingdom, re­

turned in triumph home, where he \,.as received 

by the Emprefs and the Princefs his daughter, 

with ;;d[ the joy imaginable; wh i!e the dethroned 

King endured, with the utmofi impatience, his 

misfortunes. He affemb!ed what troops he had 

lert, formed a fmall party, and to augment it 

as foon as poffible, publiD1ed an ordinance, re­

quiriug all gentlemen, who were his fubjecls, 

either to come and ferve him in their own proper 

ptTfons, or to fend one of their fons well mount­

t:d and armed. 

There lived on the frontiers an old Lord, who 

bad fieen full fourfcore years, and was a man of 

utraordinary parts, but had partaken fo much of 

the frowns of fortune; that he was ve1 y much re­

duced, and had bore all his ill fortune with mo1 e 

patience, had not three beautiful daughters fhared 

it with him. But as they were wom~n of good 

f enfe, they never murmured at 'their misfortunes, 

but rather, when they fpoke, comforted their fa­

ther, thin added to his afflictions. In this man­

ner they lived with him in an old country-houfe, 

free from ambition, when this ordinance reached 

the old gentleman's cars; who called his daugh­

ters, and, with a countenance that difcovered the 

grief of his mir.d, faid to them, ' What fh all 

' we do? The King has ordered all perfons of Di­

, fiintlion in his dominions to ferve him againfr 

' the Emperor, or pay foch a fine, which I am 

'not able to do; and thefe extremities will either 

' cofi me my life, or be our ruin.' His thrc:e 

daughters were -as much concerned as himfelf at this 

news, but yet defired him not to be difhea1tened, 

hoce they were perfuadcd fomc remedy might be 

found out. The next day, the eldefi went to her 

father, as he was walking melancholy in his little 

orchard, and faid to him, 'I come, rny Lord, 
' to 



,:'he ST01tr of Foi.TuNro. 
to entreat yotl to let me go to the army; I am of an ads:antageouc; height enough, and robufl:: I will drefs rnyfeif in mens cloaths, and pafa for ' your fon: If I do no heroic actions, I fhall ' hO\,vever fave you a jourm~y or the tax, which ' is a great deal in our c:ircumft::1nces.' The Count embraced her tenderlv, and at fail: oppofed fo extraordinary a defign; but fhe reprefented ta him, with great firmnefs of mind, that there wa5 no other expedient, 311d thereby got his confrnt. Her father provided clc:iths and arms for her, and g:iye her the befl: of four horfes, which he kept to go -to plow and cart; and after the mofi tender farcwel on both {ides, {he fet out on her journey. Afte r fome dar• travel, as fhe paffed by a large meadow, be[et with a quickfet hedge, the faw a fhepherdcfs very much grieved, who ·wa! endeaYouring to pull a fheep out of a ditch : '\l\lhat 'are you doingtherefhepherdn efs? (foidfhe ) 'A­• bs '. (replied the fhe pherdefs) I am {hiving to fave ' a fheep that is ahnofi drowned, and am fo we~k. • that I cannot draw him ont.' 'I pity you (faid foe.") and, without offering her affifl;rnce, rid away. \V hereupon the fhepherdefs c1 i(;c1 out, 'Good-bye. ' difguifed fai r: \Vhich put our heroine into an ' i:1exprerrihlc furpr;fe . 'How is it poHible, (faid Ale to herfel f) ' th c1 t I lbould be known? Thig old • fhepherdcfs has but jufl fet eyes on me, ancl • h;:is difc,JYcrcd what I am; ·what f11all I do? I ' fhall be kn ow n to c1ll the world, and how afhc1 med 1 a,1d s;cxcd fhall I be, if the King fhou ld find me.: ' out ~ IJc will think my father a coward, that " c.lurft not expofe himfelf to d;:i nger.' At laft fhe c0rttludcd to ~o 1 orne .:igc1in. _ T he Cc~int Jnd his daughters ·were talking 0£ lier, and red.onin~ how long fhe had been gone, when they faw her come in, who told them her Ad­enture. 1 he go )d old Count fa. id it was ll,Jthing 

B ~ but 



,t 'The STORY of FoRTUN10: 

but-what he forefaw; that if fhe would haye taken 

l1is advice, fhe had not gone, becaufe he thought 

it impoffible but fhe mu.fl: be difcovered. This 

little family was embarraffed again, when the fe. 

cond daughter faid to her father, 'l am not fur­

, prifed that my fifier fhould be difcovered, fince 

' ihe never was on hurfeback before; but for my 

' part, if you will let me go in her fiead, I dare 

' promife, you fhall not need to repent it.' It was 

in vain for the old Count to refufe her; he was 

forced to confent, and fhe took other cloaths and 

arms, and another horfe; and when fhe was thus 

~quipped!.. embraced her father and iifiers, and re­

folved to ferve the King: but as fhc paffed by the 

fame meadow, fhe fa w the fame fhepherdefs draw­

ing a fheep out of a deep ditch, who cried out, 

' Unfortunate wretch that I am, to lofe half my 

' Bock in this manner; if any body would help 

' me, I might fave this poor creature.' 1 \Vhat ! 
' fhepherdefa (cried out this fecond daughter) do 

' you take no better care of your fhccp, than to let 

' th em fall into the wate1 ?' Then fpur'd on her 

horfe, and rid away. ' Farewel, difguifed fair, 

(c,-ied the old woman to her) Which words were 

no fmall affiic1ion to our Ama zon . 'How unfor­

, tunate (faid fhe) is it to ~e thus known: I have 

' no better luck than my fi.fter: It will be ridicu­

, lous for me to go to the army with fuch an 

' effeminate air.' 'l h reupon fhe returned home 

very much vexed at her bad fuccefs. 

The old Coun t received her with a great deal of 

tendernefs, and commended her prudence, but 

could not help bein; chagrined at the ex pence he 

had been at of two fuits of cl oaths and other things, 

though he concealed it as much as poffible from his 

daughters. At !aft the youngtfl daughter defired 

him, with the mofi preffing inflances to give her 

leJve, as he had done both her fifiers. ' 1' erha ps 
(faid. 
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(faid lhe) 'you may think it prefumption in me 
' to think to fucceed better than they, yet l defire 
' I may try; I am fomewhat taller than they; 
' you know I have been ufed to hunting, which 
' exercife bears fo parallel with war; and. my 
' great defire to ·comfort you in yo1'r misfortunes, 
6 will inf pire me with an extraordinary courage.' 
As the Count loved this daughter ]petter than the 
other two, becaufe -llie always took mofl: ~care of 
him, and read to divert him, and killed game for 
him; he ufed all the arguments he was mailer of, 
to diffuade her from her defign.1 'If you leave 
' me, my dear child (faid he) your abfence will 
' be my death; for lliould fortur1e favour you in 
' yaur undertaking, and you fhould return crown­
, ed with laurels, I fhaH not have the pleafure of 
' feeinz it, fince I am in fo advanced an age.' ' 
• No, Father (faid fhe) do not think the tirne long, 
• the war mufi foon be at an end; and if I find 
• out any other way to fulfil the King's orders, I 
' will not neglect it: For I can affure you, if my 
' abfence is a trouble to you, it js no [cfs to me.' 
By thefe words_ fhe at lafi perfoaded him into a 
confcnt; and after that made lJp a phin fuit oi 
cloaths, for her . fifiers had exhaufled the old 
Count's treafures too much for her to have any 
better; and was forced to take up with one of the 
worfi: horfes, becauJe the others were lamed: but 
all this could not dif.courage her: She embraced _ 
her father, z.fked his bleffing, and after fhedding 
fame tears wi th him and her fifie1s, fet forwards ­
on her journey. 

As fhe went bv the fame meadow, {he faw the 
old {hepherdefs ~ndeavo uring to pull the fheep" 
out of a ditch. ' \Vhat are you doing there, 
'Shephe rdefs? (fai.d fhe.) I have been doing, Si,, ­
(replied the old \·oman) 'till lean d0 no longer; 
_
6 l have been ever fioce the bre'.lk of day i1riving , 

B 3 ' ' tO ) 



The STOttT of P'oRTUN!o. 

' to get this fheep out, and all to no purpofe; and 
' I am fo weary I can fcarce fiand: There is neve:r 
' a day paffes over my head but fome mislortune 
' attends me, aud no body will help me.' 'In­
' deed I pity yuu (faid our young warrior) and 
' to fhew it the more, will affifi you.' Thereupon 
alighted from her horfe, and jumping over the 
liedge, fhe went into the ditch, where fhe worked 
.tiJl the got this favourite fheep out. 'Do not cry, 
' fhepherdefs (foid fhe) here is your iheep; and 

· .~ cunfidering tbe time he has lain in the waterJ 
4, he is very brifk. 'You fhall not find rne un­
' ·gratefol, charming maid (faid the fhepherdefs; I 
' know where yon a re going and all your defie;ns; 
' Your oilers paffed by this meadow, I knev, them 
4 and their thou ghts; but they ,rere fo hard• 
4 hearted and unkind, that I found the means ta 
., preven nheir journey; but for your part, you 
.' !hall find it otherwife. I am a Fairy, and have 
' a great inclination to reward thofe that are de­
' feiving. That horfe you ride is but a poor forry 
' one, I will give you a better.' Thereupon ftrik­
ing the ground with her crook, our warrior heard 
whinnying behind a holt of trees, ~nd prefently 
faw a beautiful horfe gaJ!oping about the meadow. 
The Fairy ca/led this courfer to her, and touching 
bim with her crook, faid, faithful Comrade, be ac~ 
coutered finer than the beft ho1 fe of the Emperor 
I\.1et,ipa; and immediately Comrade had on a 
faddle and houring of green veh:et embroidered 
with diamonds, a bridle firung , ith pearls, with 
boffes and bit of goid. 

'What you fee (faid the Fai1 y) is the lea!l thing 
'you Olil3'ht to admire this hor fe for; he l1as a ·~ 
'great many rare qualities\\ hich I will inform 
& you of. Fir.fl-, he eats but once in ei~ht days: 
' and then he knows what is aft, prcJent , an<l to 
i' ,ome; .For I h;:ive had qim a long time, and 

broueht 
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The SroR v of FoRTUNIO. 1 

' brought him up to my hand. When you want to 
~ be informed of any thing, or are at a lofs for 
'advice, you mu.ft addrefs yourfelf to him, and 
' mufl look on him more like your friend than a 
' horfe. BcGdes, I do not Jike your habit, I will 
' give you one fhall pleafe you better.' Then 
!triking on the ground with her crook, there arofe 
up a turke_v leather trunk, adorned with nails of 
gold; the Fairy looked on the grafa for the key 
which opened it: It was lined with Spanifh lea­
ther embroidered, and contained a dozen complete 
fuits of clothes, with dozens of all appurtenan­
ces, ai. fwords, linen, &c. The cloaths were fo 
rich with Pmbroidery and diamonds, that our Ama­
zon could hardly lift them. The Fairy bid her 
thufe which llie liked befi, and told her the refr 
fi1ould follow her wherever fhe went; and that fhc 
needed but to fl:amp with her foot, and call for her 
Turkey-leather trunk, and it fhould come to her­
full of money and jewels, or full of fine linen an4 
laces, which fhe called for, either into her cham­
ber or in the field. 'But, (faid the Fairy) you 
' rnufi: make choice of fame name agreeable ts 
' your profeffion; and I think you may call your­
' felf Fortunio: Befides, I think it not impropel' 
• you fhould know me in my own perfon.' At thal 
very moment £he cafr off her old fkin, and appear~ 
ed fo beautiful that !he dazzled the eyes of our 
young heroine. Her habit was blue velvet lined, 
with ermine, her hair was platted with pearls, an4 
on her head fiood a fiately crowp. Ol.lr youni 
warrior was fa tranfported with admiration, fhc 
cafi herfelf at her feet, fo great was her acknow• 
lcdgment. The fairy raifod her up, and embraced 
her tenderly, and bid her take a habit of gold 
and green brocade, which fhe accordingly obeyed, 
'1.nd mounted her horfe, continued on her journey, 
fo penetrated with the extraordinary fortune :fhe 

l> ~ bad 



3· - The SToii. v of FoRTUNIO. 

met with,. that fhe could think of notfoing elfe. 
Sh~ examined with herfelf by what good fortune 
ilit1: had gained the good-will of fo powerful a 
Fairy~ for faid llie to herfelf, 'She could with one 
' fhoke of her wand have drawn out, without 
' my affifi:ance, a whole Bock from the center of 
'the earth, It was fortunate for me I was fo 
' · ready to oblige her; llie knew the fen timents of 
' · my heart, and approved of them. If, my fa­
' ther faw me now fo rich, ~ind in all this mag­
• nificence, how overjoyed would he be_, and hew 
'well pleafed lliould I be to have my family par· 
d takers with me!' 

As fhe made an end of thefe rcflecl:ions, fhe ar­
rived at a great city, and drew on her the eyes 
of all the people, who followed and crowded about 
her, faying, they never faw fo fine and handfome 
.a knightJ and fo graceful an ·horfe before. She 
had all manner of ref pecl:s paid to her, which fhe 
returned with all imaginable civility. As foon as 
fue came to an inn, the governor who had feen.her 
as he was walking out, and admired her, and fent 
a gentleman to defire her to accept of an apart­
rneJ'lt in his cafile. Fortunio, for fo we mufr call 
her, anfwered, that as he had not the honour to 
be known to him, he would not take that freedom, 
but would come and pay his refpecl:s to him; but 
withal defired he would let him have a trufry fer~ 
vant to fend to his father; which the Governor 
filid infiantly, and our knight deG.red him to c,,me 
again that night, becaufe his dif patches were not 
ready. He lliut himfelf up fafi: in his cha1nber, 
then framping with his foot) and calling for the 
Turkey leather trunk full of diamonds and 
pif1:oles-, it appeared that moment: but then he 
w.as at a lofs for the key, and knew not where to 
find it, and thought with nimfelf it would be a 
thoufand pities to break open a trunk fo curiouDy 

wrought 
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wtought and rn have fo rntJch riches expofed to the· 
indifcretion or knavery of a lockfm ith, that 
might talk publicly of them, and by that means 
inform all robbers of it. ' \\'hat ufe are thefe 
' favours of, (Fortunio cried) fince I can neither 
' enjoy thern myfelf nor let my father receive any 
' benefit fror.1 them? Then mufing and walking 
about, he remembered he fhould confult his horfe: 
away he goes to the ft.able, and whifpered foftly 
to him, ' Pray, Comrade, tell me where I fhall 
' find the key of the Turkey-leather trunk.' 'In 
' my ear,' ( anfwered he) The knight looked in 
his ear and faw a green ribbon, by which he 
pulled out the key.--·-He opened the tl'unk, and 
filled three little chefrs full of diarnonds_and pif­
toles, one for his father, and two for his fifiers, 
and fent the governor's man with ,them, defiriog 
him not to fiop night nor day, till he arrived at 
tht<; old Count's. When the rneffen ger told him 
he came from his fon the knight, and brought him 
a very heavy chdt; he was very much· furprifecf 
at what it could contain, for he knew he had fa • 
little money when he fet out, that he could not buy 
:my tlri11rr, nor pay the perfon forbtinging his pre-­
fent. Firfi he opened his letter, and when he faw 
wh this dear daughter had feut him, he was ready 
to die for joy : The iight of the jewels and gold, 
rnade good her words: but what was mofi: extra­
ordinar"(;, when the t'vVO fifters opened their chefts, 
there were nought but cut glafs and falfe pift:oles; 
fo unwilling was the Fairy th.i.t they fhould recei-ve 
any favour from her: infomi.1ch that they' thought 
t lieir filler mocked them, and thereupon conceived 
.in inexpreilible hatred againft het. The Count 
freing them fo angry, g:::rre them a great many of · 
the jeweis; but s foon as eyer they touched them, 
they changed like the reft, by which they knew 
fome unknown po\\·er acted ae,ainft-thcm, and beg­
red of their Father to leep them to hirnfelf. 

B 5 Fortun10 
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Fortuni-o never fhid for the return of the meffen • ger, fo il1ort was the time limited to obey the King's edict in, but went and took his leave of the governor. The whole city was affembling together tQ.fee him: his perfon and all his actions hadfomewhat{o engaging in them, th:it they could not but love and admi re him. H e never f poke, but they expreffed a pkafure at every word ; and the uowd was fo great, that he who· had been u fed all his life-time to the country, knew not what it was owing to. After all civilities paid and re· ceived, he fet fo,rward on his journ ey, and was entertained moil agreeably by hi s horfe, who told him of a great man y remarkable thi ngs both in old and modern hiftories, un til they anived at a vafi forefl:; when Com rade faid to the knigh t, 'Malter, ' there lives here a m an who m ay be of grea t ufe • to us: He is a wood-man , and one who is gift.! ed.' ' What do you m ean by that; ' (interrupted ·, the knight. ' One (fa id the horfe) who is en· ' <lowed by fai'ries with fome rare qua li ties; ' therofoi e we mu!l eogage him to go along with 6 us.' At that infl:ah t they came to the place where the wood-man was a t work . The yonng knight approacl-:cd h.im with a fwee t and pleafant a ir, and afk.ed hirn feveral quefl ions about the 
place where they were ; wheth~: there were any wild beaf1 s in the forefi , and 1 1 pc~ple were al­lowed to hunt them;. To whi,._;h the woodman re· turned him very fuit<1ble anfwers. 'I hen hf a Oced him who helped him to fell fo many trees; he an• fwered , he had felled them all himfelf; and that it was the work only of fome few hours; aad that .he mufl fe ll a few m ore to make a little burden. • W hat (fa id the knight) do you pretend to carry 
• :all th is wocd to day.' ' 0 Sir, (faid Ston g­' back, which was his name) I am extraordinary ' ihon&.1 ' T hen (faid Fortunio) your ~ai n mufi . '~ 

i 
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'- be great.' Very little (replied the wood-man) 
' we arc very poor in this place; and every one­
, does his own work.' 'Since it is fo (iidded the 
knight) 'come along with m·e, and you fhall want 
' nothing ; and when you have a mi!1d to go home­
, again, I vvill give you money to defray your ex­
, pences.' \IVhich propofal he approved of, and 
~eft his wedges and other toola, and followed his 
new mafier. 

When he had croffed the forefi; he faw a man 
in the plain, holding in his hands ribbons, with 
which he tied his legs, leaving one would think 
or imagine, fcarc e liberty enou gh to walk. Com­
rade ftopped,_ and faid to his mafi:er, 'This is an 
' other gifted man; you will have occafion for him, 
6 therefore take him along with you.' At that 
the fortunate knight advanced towards him with 
his n atural gracefulnefs, and J{ked him why he 
tied his legs fo; 'd, (anfwered he) I am pre­
' pairing for a hunt.' 'How (faid the knight, 
' fmiling) do yoti pretend to run befi w11en you are 
' fettered?' ' No, Sir (replied he)' I do not pre­
' tend to run fo ·faft, but that is not my intention; 
' the re are n either fla gs, nor hares, but what I 
' out-run when my legs are at liberty; fo that by 
' a lways out-goin g them the y efcape, and I fel" 
i dorn catch them. '- You feem to m e a very exQ 

' traord inay man (faid the knight) what is your 
' name?' Lightfoot (replied he) and I am very 
' well known in this country .' ' If you would fee 
' another (added our hero) I fhould be glad you 
' would go with me; 1 \-\lill ufe you very kindly.' 
ViJhich offer, Li ghtfoot, as he lived but indifferent­
ly, accepted of with thanks,. and followed the for· 
tunate knight. 

The next day he met with a m an by a marfh 
fi_de~ binding his ey~s. The horfe fa id to hi s 
mafier ., 'I would advife you, Sir, to t~ke this 

B ti d m ail 
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• man into your Service.' Fo.rtunio a{ked him 
what made him bind his eyes; to which he an­f wered, that he faw too clearly; that he could fee 
game above four leagues; and that he never fhot 
but he killed always more than .he defired; that 
he was forced to bind his eyes, Iefi he fhould de­
ftroy all the partridges, pheafants, &c. in the 
country. ' You are a notable man (replied For­
tunio) what is your name? 'They call me the 
Markfman, (anfwered he) and I would not leave 
' off that employ for any thing in the world.' 6 However (faid the knight) I have a great defire 
• to propofe to you to travel along with me; it 
'fhall not liinder you from exercifing your talent: 
The Markfman raifed forne objections, and the 
knight found it harder to get hisconfent than any 
of the refi: for thefe fort of people a re geuerall y 
great lovers of liberty: However he brought it 
about and they all left the marfh together. 

After fame days journey they came by a long 
meadow, where they faw a man laid all en one 
fide upon the ground. ' MaHer (faid Comrade) ' this is a gifted man, who will, I forefee, be very 
'neceffary to you.' Fortunio went into the mea­
dow, and defired to know what he was doi11g. '! 
' want fome fimples (anfwered he) and I am lifl:-
4 ening to the grafs that is gro{ving, to know i£ 
6 there arc any fuch as I want cornin~ up.' '\\That 
• fai<l the knight) is your ear fu cr1ick <1$- to hear, 
~ the grafs grow, and know what will come up?' 
4 Yes, (1eplied he) and for that reafon I am called 
~ Fine-Ear.' 'Well, .Fine-Ear (faid l'ortunio) have 
' you an inclination to foltov, me? I will ~ive you. ' gc,od w.-igcs; yt u fhall have no reafon to com­
' plain.' This propufal was fo a;reeable to him, . 
he without any manner of hefitation added himfelf 
to increafe their number. 

The knight puduing his t:-a-·cls, faw by a great 
Road 
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Road fide a man whofe cheeks were fo blown up, 
that he rcpre[ented the picture of Eolus; He was 
fianding with his face towards a high hill, abo!Jt 
two leagues off, on which there ftood fifty or fixty 
windmills . .. The 11orfe faid to his mafier, 'There 
' is a_nothcr of our gifted men; do what you can 
' to take him along with you.' Fortunio, who was 
as engaging in his perfon as fpeech, accofied him, _ 
afked him, what he was doing there. ' I am 
' blowing a little, Sir, (anfweted he) to fet thofe 
' mills at work.' You feem too far off (faid the 
' knight) ' On the contrary (replied the blower} 
' I am too nigh; if I did not hold in my breath~-
6 I D1oulci overturn the mills: and perhaps the 
' hill itfelf; fo that by this means I often do a 
' great deal of mifchief <1gainft my will. I will 
' tell you, Sir, I was once in lover and very ill 
' ufed by my miftrefs, and as I fighed in the 
' woods, my fighs tore up trees by thefr roots,. 
' and made fuch a havock, that in thi? country 
' they call me the Boifterer.' 'lf you are trouble-
' fame to them (faid Fortunio) go along with me; 
' here are thofe that will bear ~ou company, who 
' h3ve each of them extraordinary talents. I · 
' have a natural curiofity (replied the Boifierer1 
' and on that CJndition accept of your offer.' 

Every thing fucceeding thus to Fortunio's deQ 
£re, he left this place, and after croffing a thi cl· 
inclofed country, faw a large lake into which feve· 
ral fprings difcharged their waters; and by its 
fide a man who looked very earnefily at him. 
' Sir (faid Comrade to his mafier) this man is 
' wanting to com pleat your equipage; it would be 
' \\'Clt if you couid eng2.ge him to follow you: 
The knight went to him and fa.id, 'P·ay, frienct

9 

' what are you doing there?' ' You fhall fee, Sir
7 

' (anfwered the man) as foon as this iake is foll 
~ I will dri.1k it up at one draught; for I am very 

'dry 
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'dry, thougn I have emptied 'it twice already! 
Accordingly he fiooped down, and left fcarce 
enough far the leafl: fifh to fwim in. Fortunio 
and his troop we"re all very much furprifed, 
'What, (faid he) are you always thus thirfty?' 
" No, (faid the water-drinker) only after eating 
'fait meat, . or upon a wager. I am known by 
6 the name of Tippler.' ' Come along with me, 
a Tippler, (faid the knight) and you fhall tipple 
• wine, which you wi.11 like better than this water; 
This promife carried too great a temptation with 
it for Tippler to withfhnd, who immediately got 
up, and followed them. 

The 'knight h:icl got within fight of the place of 
randezvous, where they ·were all to affemble, 
when he perceived a man who eat fo greedily, th:tt 
though he had fixty thuufa nd loaves of bread before 
him, he feerned refolved not to leave one bit~ 
Comrade faid to his rnafter, 'Sir, you onLy want 
' this man; pray engage him to go with you.' 
Upon which the kni ght made up to him, and 
fmiling, faid, 'Are you refolved to e;:it up all this 
'bread at your breakfafi?' 'Yes (replied he) and 
• am vexed to fee fo little: Thefe bakers arc a 
'lazy fort of people, who care not if one was 
• fi arved.' ' If you eat as much e\·ery day (added 
'Fortunio) you are able to caufe a famine in the 
4 country of the world.' 0 ! Sir, (replied Grugcon, 
which was his name, and which {ignines a grea t 
eater) ' I fhould be forry to have fo great a 
4 fiomc1ch, fince neither what 1 co1.tld get myfelf,. 
' nor what rny neighbours had~ would fa.tisfy nic: 
' indeed, fometimes I am glad to regale myfelf 
' after th is m anner.' '\,\'ell, Grugeon (faid the 
' knight,) if you will follow me, you fh all not want 
' for good cbeer, nor repent your chufi11g me for 
6 your maH:er.' Comrade, whofe fenle and fo.:e­
~- fight were of great fervice to o .r knight, told 

· him,. 
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bim., .it "''ould be proper that he-forbid his attend­
ants from bofiing of their extraordinary gifts; 
which he failed not to do, and each of them f wore 

- they would ptinclually obey his commands. Soon. 
after the knight, whofe beauty and good mien far­
exceeded the richnefs of his habit, entered the 
eapital city, mounted on his excellent horfe, and 
followed by his feven attendants, for whom he pro ... 
vided rich liveries, laced with gold, and good 
horfes; and going to the befl: inn, fiayed there till 
the day appointed for ,the review; all which time 
he wa, the fubjecr. of the difcourfe of the whole 
city, infomuch that the king hearing of him,- had 
a great defire to fee him~ 

The troop affemblcd op a large pl'ai-11,. the king:­
:ind his fif1:er,. the queen Dowagu, came to revie~'t' 
them. She abated in no wife her pomp and fiate 9. 

nothwithfianding the troubles of the kingdom; 
but dazz.led Fortunio's eyes with the riches with 
which fhe was adorned; whofe beauty had the 
fame effec1 upon that noble tr-ain, as her magni­
ficence had on him. E ve ry body enquired who that. 
handforne young knight was; and- the king him­
felf, as he paffed by,. mad,e a ~ gn for him to come 
to him. Fortunio alighted from off his horfe,. to·. 
make the l~ng a low bow, bu.t at the fame time: 
coi.ild not forbear blu[hing, feeing, him look fo. 
earnefily at him, which gave a g.reat lu-fture to his: 
complexion. '- I fhould be glad (faid the king) 
' to know who ycu. are, and yeur name;_ Sir, (an-
6 fwered he) I am called Fortnnio,. thou~h I have 
6 no reafon to bear that name, £pee my father is 
' an old cou o t that lives on the frontiers; who, 
' though he is a man of birth,. has no eftate: 
6 Though fortun e may have proved unkind hither;. 
e to, anf wered rhe king) fhe has made amends;,. 
6 by bringing you hither.' I h:i.ve a particular af­
.~ fccl:ion for y0u, an~ rememoe.r that your father 

did 
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s did mine fome figrrnl fervices, which I win re-· 
' compence in you.' ' It is juft you fhould (faid, 
the Queen Dowager, who had not yet opened her' 
lips: 'And as I a~ older than you, brother, I re· 
6 member more particularly thau you do, what 
•· great things the old count performed in the ferw 
' vice of his country; therefore I defire I may 
' have the care Gf the preferment of this young 
~ knight.' 

Fortunio, overj.oyed at this reception, could not · 
thank the king and q-ueen enough,. and durfi not 
enlarge too much on the fentiments of his ac­
knowledgment, thinking it more refpeclful to hold. 
his tongue, than to f peak too much, though what 
he did fay was fo proper and well adapted, that 
every one commended him.- Afterwa1ds he mounr­
ed his-horfe again, and, mixed among the Lords· 
and gentlemen who attended on the king; when 
the Queen calling him often afked him quefrions, 
and turning herfelf towards Florida, who was he1· 
confident, faid to her foftly, 'What do you think · 
' of this young f park? can there be a more noble · 
' air, . and more regular features? I mufl confefs, 
'I never in my life faw any thing more lovely: 
Florida's fentiments differed not from h::r mif­
trefs's; fhe praifed him even to exaggeration. 
Our kni ght could not forbear cafcing his eyes often 
on the king, who was not only a handfome princep . 
but in all his ways was engaging; and our female -
warrior, . though ihe had changed her habit, had · 
not renounced her fex, . but was fenfib!e of his 
merit. The king told Fortunio after the review, 
tbat he was afraid the war would be very bloody, 
therefore he was refolved always to keep him nigh 
his own perfon. The Queen Dowager, who was· 
t hen by, fa.id, [he was jufi thinking that he ought 
not to be expofed to the dangers of a long cam- · 
paign, and that as the place of a fteward of her · 

houfhold 
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houfhold was 'vacant, £he would give it to him, 
' No, (faid the king) I will make him mafl:er of 
' the hor[e to rnyfelf.' Tlm3 they difputed who 
fhould prefer Fortunio; when the queen, ftaring 
left fhe fhoi..dd too much betray the fecret emotions 
of her heart, yielded to the king. 

There was never a day out Fortunio called for 
his turkey-leather trunk, and took a new drefs; 
by which means he appeared more magnificem 
than all the princes of the court; jnfomuch that 
the queen afked him often how his father could 
2£:D id to be at fo v::i.fi an ex pence? Sometimes fhe 
bantered him, and faid, ' Co1ne, confefs, truiy 
' you have a mifirefs, who fupports you in all this 
' finery.' Upon which Fortunio wou1d bl·ufh, and 
excuCe himfclf the beft he could. He acquitted 
himfelf admirably well in his pofi, and his heart, 
which was f enfible of a tendernefs for the king, 
attached him more to his perfon than he wi£hed to 
be. '\Vhat is my fate, (faicf our knight) I love 
' a great and powerful king, without any hopes-of 
• the like return, or that he fhould have any re~ 
' gard for the pains I endure?' The king loaded 
him with his favours; he thought nothing well 
done, but what was done by the handfome kn1ght~ 
and the queen, deceived by his habit, thought 
feriouily of m~rrying him; but the inequality of 
their birth was the only obftacle that flood in her 
way. Neither was fbe the only perfon that was 
taken with the beautiful Fortunio, all the fine la­
dies of' the court iighed for him. He was con~ 
tinually pdlered with tender letters, appointments 
for 1 endezvoufes, pref en ts, and a thoufond other 
gallantries: which he anfwered with all imagina­
ble indifference, which made them fufpecl he h~d 
left a mifhefs behind him in his own cQuntry. 
At all tournaments r.e won the prize, and in 

hunti~1!! 
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hunting or any other fport, killed more gam~ 
thc1n all the curnpany beiides, ancl d;rnced at all 
bills more gracefully than 2111 the CtlLntiers; in 
fhClrt, he cha rmed all who fl\w or heard him. 

The queen, th ;i t fhe might nut be ub li ged tode· 
dare her fentiment s to him herfelf, charged Flori· 
<:.b, to Jet him underfiand , that fuch marks-" of 
bounty from a young queen ouQht not to be fo 
carelcfslircceived. Florid::i, who had not been able 
to a-void the fate ol n•1ofi I h:1t had fr, n this kni~ht, 
was verv much emb:1rraffecl \\"ith this cornmiffion; 
he appe~ired too lovely in her eyes, for her to think 
of preferring her rniH:refs's interef1: before her own; 
in(omuch that whenever the queen gave her an 
opportunity of difcouriing with him,_ i1dl:ea<l of 
fpeaking; of the bea1u-y and grea t qu;:ilific;itior1s of 
th::it princds, D1e tokl liim how ill·l111moured fhe 
was, how much her woman end1.~red with her: 
how unjuft fhe was, and the ill ufe fhe made of 
the great power fhe had ufurped; and at lafi-, com• 
paring fentirnents, faid, 'Though I was not born 
' to be a queen, I ought to have been 011e, fince I 
' have a great and generous foul, that induces me 
• to do good to every body. 0 ! (continued fhe) 
'was I in that high ilation, how happy would I 
' make the charming Fortunio ~ he fhould love me 
' out of gratitude, if he coL1ld not love me through 
1 inclination.' 

The young knight was entirely at a Iofs, and 
knew not what anfwer to make, but ever after 
carefully avoided having any private difcourfe with 
her; while the 'impatient queen never failed to afk 
Florida how far fhe had wrought on Fortunio, who 
faid to her, ' He is, Madam, fo timorous, that he 
' will not believe any thing that I tell him favoura• 
bly from you , or pretends not to believe it, be­

·, caufc he is engaged in forne other paffion. 1 
~ believe fo too, faid the alarmed queen) but is 

it 
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' it poiEble his love Ihould hold out againfi his: 

' :Jrnbition ?' 'And can you, ?vladam (replied 

• Florida) bear the thoughts of owning fas heart.to 

' your crown? ought a princefs fo young and 
6 beautiful as you are, tu have recourfe to a d1a-
s dem ?' ' Yes, to every thing, (cried the queen) 
4 when it is t0 f.ubdue a rebellious· heart.' By this 

Florida knew very well that it ,yas impoffiblc to 

cure her mifl refs of- her paffion. The queen 

waited every day for fome happy effect from the , 

cares of her confident; but tbe f mall progrefs fhe 

made on Fortunio oblie:ed her to ·find ont other 

ways to difcourfe with him. As fhe knew that he 
went early every morning into a little wood, ·into 

lvhich the windows of her a.partment looked; fhe 

arofe with the morning, and looking out fhe perQ 
teived him walking in a carelefs melancholy air, 
and calling Florida, faid to her, ' What you told 
4 me appears but top true; Fortunio, without dif-
' · pute, is in love with fome lady, either irt this 
' court, or in his own country: Obfet:ve but the 

' fadnefs which hangs on his face.' ' I have take1l._ 
4 notice of it in all the coverfation I had with him 

~ -(replied Florida) therefore, Madam, it would be 

• well if you could forget him,' ' It is now too 
6 late, (cried the queen, fetching a deep figh) but 
4 if he goes into that green arbour, we will go to 
' him: Florida durfi in no wife offer to oppofe 

the queen, though ihe had a great defire to it; 

for fhe was cruelly afraid fhe fhould be loved by 
Fortnniot knowing a rival of her rank to be alwttys 

dangerous. VVhen the queen came within fome 

fmall difiance of the arbour, ihe heard the knight, 

whofe voice was very agreeable, iing thefe words: 

In vain, foft eafe, the Iove-tofs'd heart purfues. 

Ev'n in pofieffion of the long fought joy, 
We!J 
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Vile rob the bounteous God of half his dues, 
And future fears the prefent bli rs defiroy. 

Fortunio made thcfe lines, with relation to the 
fentirnent wherewith the young king had inf pi red 
her, the fayours fhe had.J"eceived from that prince, 
and the apprehenfions {he was under, lefi fhe 
fhould be known, and be forced to leave a court, 
which ihe chofe to live in fooner than any other 
place in the world. The queen who fiopped to 
hear her, was in cruel uneafinefs: ' What am I, 
' going to attempt? (faid fhe foftly to Florida) 
' this young ingrate defpifes the honour of pleaf­
' ing me, thinks himfelf happy, feems content 
' with his congueft, and facrifices me to another.' 
' He is now at that age (anfwered Flo1ida) when 
' reafon has not fully e!lablifhed itfe[f. If I dudl: 
' give your majefiy advice, it fhould be to for­
, get him, fince he knows not how to value his 
• good fortune.' The queen, who would have 
been better pleafed that her confident had f poke 
after another manner, caO: an angry eye upon her, and advancing forwards, went directly into 
the arbour where the knight was and pretended to 
be furprifed to find him there, and to be vexed he 
fhould fee her in a difh1bilte, though at the fame 
time {he had neglecl::ed nolhing that was rich and 
gallant. As fuon as he faw her, he was for re­
tiring, out of ref peel; b 1.1t fhe bid him flay, that 
fhe might lean on him back again. 'I was this 
' m orning (faid fhe) ag1 eeably awal ened by the 
' wa1 blings of the birds, and the frefhnefs of the 
' air invited m~ to come nigher to them. Alas! 
' how happy are they! tl iey kn ow nought but 
' ple,1fu res, rhey kn 1w no t roublrs.' ' I am of 
' opinion, M 1dam (replied Fortuniu) that they 
' are not abfolutcly exempt from troubles and 
: difquicts; they are always in danger of the 

' rourderin11 . "'-
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,e murdering fhot and fnares off portfmep, befides 

' that of the birds of prey, which make a cruel 

' war upon them; and then again, when a hard 

' and fevere winter congeals the earth, and co­

' vers it with fnow, they die for want of food, 

' and are every year put to the J:rouhle of feeking 

' out a new mifi:refs.' ' Do you think it then a 

' trouble? {faid the queen fmiling) there are 

' men who do it every month.' ' What (con­

' tinued fhe) you feem furprifed, as if your heart 

' was not of this ft.amp, and that you have not 

' hitherto been e-iven to change: I cannot yet 

' tel1, Madam, (faid he) what I may be capable of, 

' fince I was never fenfible of love; but I dare­

, believe, if I Ihould be, my paffion would be lafi­

, in g. You have never been in love! (cried the 

' queen, looking fo earnefl at him, that the poor 

' knight blufhed) you have not been in love? 0 

' Fortunio ! how can you tel1 a queen fo, who 

' reads, in your face and eyes, the paffion that 

' poffeffe:. your heart, and which your own words, 

' which you fung to a new fafhioned tune, have 

'informed me of. Indeed, lVfadam (anfo1ered the 

' 1,night) the lines were made, but I made them 

' without any particular defign; fur my compani­

, ans and acquaintances engage me to make drink­

, ing catch~s, (though I drink naught but water) 

' and tender paffionate fangs; fo that I fing both 

' lo\'e and bacchus, though I am neither a lover 

' nor a drinker.' 
The queen Jifl:encd to him ·with that concern, 

d1 ::i t £he could hardly contain herfelf. What he 

faid, rekindled in her heart the hope Florida. 

would have banifhed: 'If! could think you fincere, 

• (faid Ihe) I fhould have reafon to be furprifed, 

' that you have not found in this court a lady 

' amiable enough to fix your choice.' ' Madam 

' (replied Fortunia) I have fo much to do in the 
• office 
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' office I am in, I have no ti:ne to throw away i11 ' fighing.' ' Then you love nothing?' (added ' fhe with eagernefs. No, 1v1adam (faid he) I ' have not a heart of fo gallant a char:ic'ler; I ' am a kind of rnifanthra.pifr, that loves my Ii ­, berty, and would not lofc it for all the world.' The queen fat herfelf down, and fixing her eyes moft obligingly on l1im, replied, 'There are fome 'chains fo eafy and glori0Lrs t.o bear, that if fur­, tune has cteftined any fuch for you, I wonld 21.d­' vife you to renounce yGur liberty.' In this dif­courfe her eyes explained her thoughts but too in­telligibly for our knight, whofe fufpicions were too i;rcat before not to be confirmed in them; and fe::iring left the converfaLion fhoulcl go too far, he: pulled out a ,vatch, and fetting the h:rnd forward, faid, ' I beg of your majcily to give me leav e tu ' go to the palace, it is the king's time of riGng, ' and he ordered me to be at his leyee. Go, in· ' different youth (faid fhe) fetching a deep fighJ • you ::ire in the right tu pay court t o my brot!1cr; ' but remember it would not be amifs to let me ' have fame fhant of your devoirs.' The que<>r, followed him with her eyes; then lowering them, <1nd reAecling on what had paffcd, blufhed witl1 fhame and rage; and what troubled her moM:, 

W3s, Florida's being a witnefs, and the joyful air that appeared all over her countenance, which wa . as much as to fay, fhe had better have taken her advice, th:in fpoke to Fortunio. 
Florida acted her part very well with the queen, and comforted her the bcft D1e could, giving 1,er fome Battering hopes, of which at that time fhe flood in grea t need. ' Fortunio, Madam, (faid ' fbe) thinks l1imfel[ fo much beneath you, that ' pcrh:1ps he did not unJerfi.and what you meant, ' and I think he has affured you he loves lJO pe1fu1J.' As it is natural for us to flatter ourfeh·es, the querr 

rccov err.cl 
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recovered fomewh::it out of her fears, not dreaming 
in the leafi that the malicious Florida was engaging 
her to declare he:rfelf more plainly, that he might 
offe-:1d her the more by the indifference of his an· 
{wers. The knight, for his p::lrt, ·was in the ut~ 
mofi confu-Gon, the -Gtuation he was it1 feemed 
cruel, and he would have made no difficulty to 
have left the court, had not the fotal fl:rol, e, 
\~herewith the little god ha,l wounded his heart, 
detained him in f pite of himfelf. He never camt 
near the queen but on dra,,·ing room nights, and 
then with the king; and as foon as fhe perceived 
this new ch3nge in his behaviour, {be g;ive him 
often the rnoft favourJble opportunities to maklj 
his court to her, which he :i.s often neglec1ed; 
when one day, as ihe was going down fame fteps 
into tbe gardens, fhe faw him croffing a large 
alley, and m a kin(; towards the woods. Upon 
which, calling to him, he, left fhe fhould be dif­
pleafed, came to her and pretended that he did not 
fee her. i You rernember, knight (faid tbe) the 
' converfation we had fome time fince in the 
' green arbour.' 'I am not, Madam, (.rnfwered 
' he) capable of forgetting that honour.' 'Then, 
' without doubt, ( faid fhe) the q uefiions I put to 
' you were not very pleafing; for fince that day, 
' you would not let it be in my power tG> a{k you 
' any more. ' As chance :-1lone, (anfwered he) 
' proc11red me that favour, I thought it would b~ 
' too great boldnefs to pretend to any other.' 'Say 
' rather ungrJteful man (continued fhe blufhing) · 
' you have avoided my prefence: You know· my 
' fentiments but too well.' Fortunio, through mo­
deO:y and confufion, lowered his eyes, and as he 
cid not make a quick reply, 'You are very muca 
'confounded (faid fhe) go, feek not for an anfwer, 
' I underfiand you better than I would.' She had, 
{lerhaps, faid a great deal more, but that fhe per- _ 

ceived 
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ceived the king corning that way; whereupon {he rnade towards him, feeing him penfive and me• 
lJncholy, conjured him to tell her the reafon, 
' You know, (faid the ling) that I have received ' advice this month of a dragon of a prodigious 
6 fize, that ra,vages the whole country. I thought 
6 he might be killed, and to that end gave necef­, fary orders; put all that has been tried has 
G proved in vain. He devours my fubjecls and 
' their flocks, and all that comes nigh him; he ' poifons all the rivers and lakes he drinks at, and 
' wherever he lies, withers all the grafs and herbs ' about him.· 

While the king was making this complaint, the enraged queen was thinking how fhe might facri­
fice the knight to her refentrnent. ' I am not un­' acquainted with the ill news you have received; ' Fortunio, whom you faw with me, informed me ' thereof; but, brother, you will be furprifed at ' what I ha'{e to tell you; he has begged of me, ' with the greatefi importunity, to afk your leave ' to let him go to fight this terrible dragon; in­' deed he has a wonderful a<ldrefs, and handles his "' arms fo weH, that I am not fo much amazed at • his prefuming fo much of himfdf; befides, he 
' has told me he has a fecret, by wl1ich he can lay ' the mofl wakeful dragon aneep: but that mull: ' not be mentioned, becaufe it £hews 11ot fo much 
' cou~age in the action.' 'Be it how it will, (re­, plied the king) it will be glorious for him, and 
t of great fervice to us, if he fhould fucceed; but ' I am afraid this proceeds from an indifcreet 'zeal, and that -it fhould cofi him his life: 'No., ' brother (added the queen) foar n0t, he has to)d ' me very furprifing things on _ this fubjecl. You , know he is naturally very fevere; and befides, 
' what honour can hg hope to gain by throwing 
" away his life rafhly? In fhort, (continued fhe) 

'l 
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' I have promifed to obtain for him ·what he f~ 
' earnefily defires, and if you refufe him, you will 
' break his heart.' ' I confent (faid the king) yet 
' I mufi own, not very freely: however, let us cail 
' him.' And thereupon making a fign for him t• 
come to him, faid to him in an obliging manner, 
' I underfiand by the queen, you. have a great de­
, fire to fight the dragon, that preys fo much 011. 

' our country; which is fo bold a r efolution, that 
' I can karcely believe you know the d anger yoa. 
'run.' ' I have reprefented that already to hirn 
' (anf wered the queen) but his zeal for your fer­
, vice, and his defire to figna]i ze hi mfelf, are fa 
'great, that nothi11g can cliffuade him from , it; 
' and therefore I forfee fame happy focccfs wilt 
' a ttend him. 

Fortunio was very much furprifed to hear the 
king and queen talk after this m anner, and had 
t oo much fenfe not to penetra te into the ill de­
fi gns of that princefs; but his fwectnefs of tem­
p er would n ot fuffer him to ex p lain himfelf. So, 
w ithout re turning any a nfwer, he let her t a lk on, 
while he made low bows; which th~ kin g took for 
fo many new entreaties to grant what he fo much 
d e fired. ' Go (fa id the king , :Gghing) go \Vhere 
' honour calls; I know you do every thi ng fo well, 
' and in particular have fo much cou rage and 
' conduct, that thi s m onfl:er wi ll not be able to ef­
, cape you r arms.' ' Sir, (anfwered the knigh t) 
' however fortune decides the figh t9 I fln ll be fa­
, tisfied ; fince I fh::111 either de liver you from a 
' te rrible fcou rge, or die in your fen ice : But 
' honour me \,·ith one Lwour, which wii l be in ­
, finitely dear to me. All what you would have, 
' (faid the king) ' Then let me be fu b:ild (con­
, t inued he) as to beg y ,,ur pic1ure .' The king 
was mightily plcafed, that he fhould th ink of his 
pi& re at a time when his thoughts mi ht have 

C b~ 
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,·been employed on fo many other important things, 
and the queen was chagrined anew, that he had 
not made the fame requeO: to her. The king re­
turned to his palace, and the queen to hers, and 
Fortunio, who was not a little embarraffed on his 
word which he had given, went to his horfe: 
'Comrade (faid he) I have firange news to tell 
' you.' 'I know it, Sir, alrea·dy,' (replied the 
horfe) 'What fhall we then do ?' (added Fortnn1d) 
' We mufi go as foon as poffible (anfwered the 
' horfe) get the king's commiffion, whereby he 
' orders you to fight the dragon, and afterwards 
' y;re will do our duty.' Thefe words were very 
comfortable to our young knight, who failed not 
to wait on the king early the next morning in a 
campaining habit, as handfome and gallant as 
;.ny of his others. 

As foon as the king faw him, he cried out, 
• What, are you ready to go? ' Yes, Sir, (replied 
' he) one cannot make too much hafte to execute 
' your commands; therefore lam come to take my 
f leave of you.' The kine; could not but relent, 
feeing fo young, fo beautiful, and fo accomplifhed 
a knight, then guing to expofe himfelf to the great· 
efl: danger man c::i uJ<l ever undere;o; he embraced 
him, and gave him his piclure fet in diamonds, 
which Fortunio received with extraordinary joy; 
for the king's great qualities had fnch an effecl 
li!pon him, that he could not think any fo lovely as 
him; and if he had any relu&ancy to go, it pro­
ceeded more from being deprived of hi:, prefence, 
than his fear of being devoured by the dragon. 
The king would have a general order included in 
FortLlnic 's commiffion, for all his fubjecls to aid 
and affifl: him, v.-h never h~ fhould ftand in need. 
Afterwards he tuck his leave of the king, and that 
no hing might b:c: remarked in his behaviour, went 
alfo to he queen, who vas fet at her toilet, fur-

rounded 
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rounded by a great number of ladies. She 
changed colour, as foon as ever fhe faw him, fo 
much had fhe to reproach herfelf withal ; he fa luted 
her ref pectfull y, and afked her if fhe would honor 
him with her commands, fince he was ju{): then 
going. Thefe laft words put her into the utmofl 
confiernation, while Florida, who knew not what 
the Queen had plotted againO: the Knight, re­
mained like one thunder-firuck, and would wil­
lingly have h3.d fame private difcourfe with him, 
but that he avoided it as much a[, poffible: ' I be­
' feech Heaven (faid the Queen) that you may con-• -' quer, ar,id return in triumph.' ' Madam re-
' plied the Knight, your Majefry honors me too 
' much, and I am fenfible, knows very well th~ -
' danger to which l fhall be expo fed; yet I have a 
' great deal of confidence, and perhai:,s am the 
' only perfon that entertains any hopes on 
' this occauon.' The Queen u 1derflood very well 
what he meant, and, without difpute, had return­
ed him fame anfo·er to this reproach, had the:re 
not been fo many witoe!fes prefent. 

The Knight aft erw.1rds went :nvay, and ordered 
his feven'notable domefrics to take horfe, and fol­
low him, becaufe the time was then come to nnke 
proof of what th~y could do. They all exp reffed 
their joy to ferve him; and got every thing don~ 
in lefs than an hour·s tirne, and went along with 
him, aiforing him, that the~, would ne~lec1:. no­
thing they could do to ferve him; and "·hen they 
were out in the country, fhev:ed their addrefs. 
Trinquet drank up the lakes and ponds, and catch­
ed delicate fifh for his mafier's dinner: Lit:ht­
foot hunted down venifon, and ca tch~ci hares .... by 
the ears; and for the good Markf man, he nei­
ther gave partridge nor pheafant any qu.arter; 
and whatever game they killed, Strongback carried 
it. By this means Fortunio had no occafion to 
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draw his purfe-firings all his journey, and might, 
bavc; had very good diveriion, if his thoughts had 
been lefs em ployed on thof e he left behind him. 
The king's merit was always in his mind, and 
the queen's malice appeared fo great, that he could n ot but deteft her. Thus he travelled all the 
way very thoughtful , till he was roufed from his 
mufings by the fhrieks pf poor pea fan ts half de­
voured by the dragon. Some, that had efcaped, 
he faw flying as faft as tl~ey could, who would not 
flop nor fl:ay, which obliged him to ride after them 
to get intelligence. After he had talked with them, 
and learnt that the dragon was not far off, he a{ked the-m how they fecured themfelves from him. To 
which they anfwered, ' That as water was very ' fcarce in that country, that they had none but 
' w'hat they preferved when it rained in ponds; at 

. ' which the dragon, when he went his rounds 
' came to drink, making a terrible noife and 
' roaring, which might be heard a league off; 
~ that then every body hid themfelves, and fhut 
' their doors and windows.' 

The kni 1: ht went into an inn, not fo much to refi hirnfel( as to advife with his horfe: When every one was retired and gone to refi, he went 
into the ftable, and faid, ' Comrade, how fhall we 
' conquer this dragcn ?" To which the horfe re­
plied, 'Sir, I will dream to night, and give you 
' an account in the morning.' Accordingly next 
morning, when he came again, he faid, ' Let Fine 'Ear JiCten whether the d rngrm is nigh at hand 1 or 
' not.' Fine Ear la id himfdf on the ground, and 
heard the drago n a bout fe ven lea gues off. vVhen the horfe was infor,ned of this, he foid to Fortunio, 
' Bid Trinquet go and d1 ink up all the water out 
' of a large pond, and Strongback carry wine 
' enough to fi,l it; then let there be dried Kai­
• iins prepa1ed, and falted meats fet by it: After-

wards 
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s \\lards order alt the inhabitants to keep their 

' houfes, and likewife do you aQd your atten,dants 

' the fame; the dragon wiJJ not fail to go eat and 

' drink, he will like the wine, and you will fee 

• wh;it will happen .' No fooner had the horfe thus 

appointed what W3S to be done, but every one did 

what he was ordered: The knight went to a houfe, 

whence he might fee the pond; and was no fooner 

Vii thing the doors but the dragon came and drank a 

little: afterwards he eat forne of that repafr pre· 

pared for him; and then drank fo much, that he 

was quite drunk, infornuch that he could not fiir. 

He was laio on one fide, with his head hanging 

down , ana his eyes fhut. \1Vhen Fortunio faw him 

in this condition, he t hought proper to lofe no 

time, but went out ,vith hi::i fword in his hand, and 

attacked him. The dragon finding himfelf 

wounded on all fidcs, would have go t up, and fal­

len upon the knight; but h~d not Hrength, he had 

loft fo much blood . The knight, overjoyed trat he 

had reduced him to this extremity, called his 

attendants to bind this monfter, that the king 

might have the honor and pleafure of p 1tting an 

end t0 his life, and that being fo bound, he might 

be carried with0ut danger, tu i.ne 61 pital ciry. 
Fortunio marched at the head of his little troop, 

and when he was within fame few hours march of 

the p:i lace , he fent Lightfoot to acquaint the king 

, ·id1 the gcod news of his fuccefs; which feemed 

almoft inc1 edible , till the monfl:er appeared bound 

faO: up~m a machine fit for that purpofe. The king 

went to Fortunio, embraced him, and faid, ' The 

' Gods have referYcd this -vicrory for you. Jam Qot 

' fenfible of half fo much joy to fee this mon('ter 

-' in this condition, as to fee my dear knight 

' again.' ' Sir (replied he) your Majdly yourlelf 

' may g1\'e the lall blow, l brou;;ht him hither on 

'purpofe that he might rec ive it :at youi: hand.• 

C 3 At 
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At that the king drew his fword, and killed this 
his rnofi cruel enemy, while all the people gave 
Ihouts and accl amations of joy at fuccefa little 
cxpecled. Florida, who durjng his abfence, had 
not enjoyed many quiet hours, was not long 
before fhe was informed of her charming knight's 
return, and ran to tell the queen; who was fo much 
furprifed and confounded through love and hatred, 
that fhe could return no anfwer to what her favou­
rite told her, but reproached herfelf a thoufand 
times for the ill turn fhe had played him; but 
1hen again would have been better pleafed to have 
heard of his death, than to fee him fo indifferent: 
infomuch that fhe kne,v not whether fhe fhould be 
vexed or pleafed at his return to court, where his 
prefence might diflurb he.r repofe. The king, 
impatient to tell her the h1ppy fuccefs of fo extra­
ordinary an adventure, went into her chamber, 
leaning on the knight, 'Here is the man (faid he) 
4 that has vanquifhed the dragon, and has done me 
0 the greaten fervice I could de.G.re from the moft 
d faithful fubjecl. It was to you, Madam, that he 
6 firfi {poke of his defire to fight that monfier, and 
• I hope you will ref peel him for the danger to 
' which he expofed himfelf.' The queen com­
pofing her countenance, honoured Fortunio with 
a gracious reception, and a thoufand praifes found 
him much more lovely than when he went away. 
and gave him to underfiand how much her heart 
was wounded, by looking fo earnefl:ly at him. 

But not fatisfi.ed with expl~ining her fentiments 
by her eyes, one day as fhe was hunting with 
the king, fhe pretended to be out of order, that 
{he could not follow the dogs: and turning herfelf 
towards the young knight, who was jufi by her, 
faid to him,' You will do me the pleafure to fiay 
i with me, for I have a mind to alight, and re.fl 
4 my felf a little.' Then bidding thofe who attended. 

Ql\ 
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on her to go forwards, fhe and Fortunio a1ighted9 

and fat down by a brook-fide, where fhe remained 

fome time in a profound filence, tfiinking on 

what fhe fhould fay. Afterwards lifting up her 

eyes, ::rnd fixing them on the knight, fhe faid, 

' As good intentions d0 not always fhe.::v themfelves, 

' I am afraid you have not penetrated into the mo­

' tives thaf engaged me ·to prefs the king to fend 

' you to fight. the dragon. I was affured· by a 

' fore-knowledge, that never deceive5 me, that 

' you would behave yourfelf with bravery, of which 

your enemies fpake very indifferently, becaufe 

'you went not to the army, that you l;:ty under a 

' neceffity of performing fome fuch an illul1rious 

' action as this to .fiop their mouths. I fhould 

'. have acquainted you (continued fhe) ·with what 

' -they faid on this fubjecl, or ought to have done 

'- it, but that I was perfuadcd your. refentmen t 

' woLdd be attended with fome fatal confequences, 

' and that it would be better to filence your ene­

, mies by your intrepidity in danger, than by an · 

' authority that ·would fhew more of the favourite 

' than the foldier.' 'The diCT:ance between us i£ 

'fo great, Madam (replied he mo_defHy) that I am 

' not worthy of this explanation, nor the care you. 

' took to hazard my life for the fake of my ho­

' nour. H eaven has protected me m ore th;:m my 

' enemies wifhed for, and I {hall efleem m vfelf 

' always happy to venture for the king, and your 

' fervice, a life which is more ind·ifferent to me 

' th:rn fame people imagine.' 

This ref peclfol reproach ernbarraffed the queen, . 

who underfiood very well ,vhat he n:.eant; but fhCi: 

thought him too amiable to exafpcrate him by too 

fevere a reply . On the contrary fhe pretended t'o 

be of his opinion ; and told him again, how glori~ 

ouDy he had flain the dragon. Fortunio had been 

fo cautious, to let no perfon know that it was ow· 

C 4 ini 
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ing to the affifiance of his retinue, but boafied of his meeting that rerrible enemy barefaced, and that the victory was gained entirely by his cou­rage. In the mean time the queen, who thought not fomuch on whatne was telling her, interrupted him, to afk him if he was fatisfied how much D1e was intereflea in his fafety; and that converfa­tion had been carried farther, but he foid, ' Ma­• darn, the king is comrng this way, I hear the ' horn, and will not your Majefiy be pleafed to • mount again?' ' No (faid fhe, with an air of • rage) it is enou gh tha t you go.' 'The king, ' Mad:im (replied he) will blame me for leaving • you alone, in a place expofed to fo many clan­' gers.' 'I difpenfe \\iith this your care (added fhe • in a haughty tone) Go, your prefence is trouble-• fame.' At that the knight made a low i,ow, mounted his horfe, and rid out of fight, very much concerned at the confequences that might attend this new refentment. Upon this he confulted hii horfe: ' Tell me, Comrade (faid he) whether this _. love-fick paffionate queen will find out another • monfier for me?'' No other befide herfelf (replied ~ the .horfe) but fhe is fiill more dangerous than • the dragon you have killed, and will exercife • both your patience and virtue fufficiently. 'Will • fhe make me lofe the king's favour (faid he) • for that is all I am afraid of.' 'I cannot tell • you what will happen in relation to that (faid ' Comrade) it is enough that I am always upon the ' watch.' There was no more faid then, becaufe the king appeared, and Fortunio went to him, and told him the queen was indif pofed, and had or• tlered him to ftay with her. 'I think (faid the ' king f,niling) you are very much in her favor, ' and declare your mind more freely to her than to • me: I have not yet forgot your requefi, to pm· • cure you leave to fight the dragon.' • Sir, (an­. 

fwered 
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' fwered the knight) I dare not pretend to clear / 

' rnyfelf from what you a1ledge againfi. me: But I 

' can affure your Majefl:y, I look upon your favor 

' and the queen's with a great deal of difference; 

' and was a fubjecl allowed to make his fovereign 

' his confidant, I fhould do myfelf an infinite 

' pleafure to declare to you the fer:itiments of my 

' heart. Here the king interrupted him,to a{k where 

he had left the queen, who all the time of their 

difcourfe was complaining to Florida of Fortunio's 

indifference. ' The fight of him (cried fhe) is 

' hateful to me; either he or I mufi kave the 

' court, for I cannot bear that fuch an ungrateful 

' wretch fhould fhew me fa much difdain; what 

' m~m would not think himfelf h;:ippy to pleafe fo 
' powerful a queen? He is the only perfon whom 

' the Gods have referved to difiurb the repofe of 

' my life.' Florida was in no wife dif pleafed to 

fee her mifirefs fa chagrined, but infiead of ap­

peai"ing her, rather aggravated her, by recalling 

to her remembrance a thoufand ciTcumfiances, 

which fhe perhaps would not have taken notice of: 

,vhich increafed her rage, and ma.de her !hink on 

a new project to ruin the poor knight. 
\,Vhen the king came to her, he expreffed his 

concern for her health; to which fhe faid, ' I 

' muO:: own I was very ill-, but one cannot be long 

' fo, when Fortunio's by, he is fa merry, and his 

' jefis are fo diverting: But you muft know, ( con­

, tinued {he) he has defired me to afk another fa­

, vour of your Majefty.' He in(ifts, with the utmoft 

' confidence, that he fhall fucceed in one of the 

' moft rafh enterprizes imaginable.' ' What,. 

' (cried the king) would he fight with fame new 

' dragon?' With a great many at once (faid f.he) 

' and makes as if he was fure to conquer. I will 

' tell you; in fhort, he boafi:s to make the empe­

~ ror refiore to us all our treafures, and do it with-
e 5 put 

• 
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4 out an army.' \/\That a pity is this (replied the ' king) that this poor boy iliould be guilty of fo • much extravagance?' ' His victory over the ' dragon (added the queen) has puffed him up; 11 and what do you hazard, in giving him leave ' to ex.pofe himfelf again for your fe1 vice?' • I • hazard his life, which is dear to me (replied the ' king) I iliould be very forry to be the occa lion • of his death.' To this the queen anf wered, that his deiire was fo gFcat~ that if he was refufed, lie would languiili and die away. The king upon .this, looked melancholy, and faid, '1 cannot irn a­' gine who it is that fills his head with thefe chi-• me1as; it is unknown what I endure to fee him • in this condition.' ' \\'by the matter is (repli-

4 ed the queen) he has fought a dragon, anJ been ' vic1:orious, perhaps he may fucceed as well in ' this; I have often a very jufl foref1ght, and my • mind now tells me, that this undertaking will ' not be unfortunate; Therefore, Brother, op­' pofe not his zeal.' 'Let him he called then, • (fa id the king) and his dangers be reprefcntcd • to him.' That is the way to make him def pair, ' (replied the queen) he will believe you are a­' gainf1: his going ; and I can affure you he is not ' w be detaiJJed by any co,,fideration that I egard, ' himfelf; for I faid all that can be thought on ~ that fubjec1.' ' Well (cried the king) 1 con­• fent.' Upon this, t 1e queen was overjoyed, and £ailed Fortunio in: 'Go, knight (faid fhe) and ' thank the king; he has granted the leave you " fo much deGred, to go to the emperor Matapa, ' and rnnke him, by fair means or force, reflon 6 our treafures: Make the fame dif patch, as when • vou went to fight the dragon: 
'Fortunio at firfi was furprifed, but was foon fen­"ible that this proceeded from the queen's rage; &owever he felt a fecret pleafure, in being able ta 

by 
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lay down 11is life for a prince that was fo dear 

to him: And without excufin2: himfelf from fuch 

an extraordin;iry commiffio._,n, kneeled on one 

knee, and kiffed the king's hand, whofe heart at 

that infrant relented. The queen felt an inward 

fhame, to fee with what refpecl he behaved him~ 

felf though fent to meet a certain death. 'Would 

' to heaven (faid fhe to herfelf) he had any regard 

' for me; how n oble it is not to contradi& what I 

' have advanced, but rather to bear the ill turn I 

' have done him, than complain!' The king faid 

little to the knight, but mounted his horfe again; 

and the queen pi etended all that time to be ill 

went into her chaife. Fortunio accompanied them 

to the end of the forefi:, and afterwards returned 

back to have fame difcourfe with his horfe : ' My 

' faithful Comrade (faid he) 'tis done, l rnuft: die, 

' the queen has compleated that which I never 

' ex pected from her.' 'i\.iy lovely mailer (re-

' plied the horfe) fright not yourfelf, though I 

' have not been prefent at what has paffed, I know 

' all; the embaffy is not fo terrible as you im-

' agi ne.' ' You do not know ( continued the 

' knight) that this emperor is the mofi paffionate 

' of all men; and that if 1 propofe that he refi:ore 

' what he has taken from the king rny rnafi.er, he 

' will return me no other anfwer, than order a 

'fioneto be tied about my neck, that I may be 

' th1 Gwn into a river.' 'I am not uninformed 

' of his violence (faid Comrade) But that does not 

' hinder y riu from taking your people along with 

' you, and if we perifh, it fhall be one and all; 

' but l hupe for better fuccefs.' 

The knight returned ho,ne fomewhat comforted 9 

where he gave the neceffary orders, and after 

\Van.ls went to receive his credentials. 'Tell the 

' emperor (faid the king) that I remand back all 

my fubjeccs he has in flavery, all my foldiers 
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' that are prifoners, all my horfes and other goods ' and t reafure.' ' What mufi I offer him for all ,. this?' (faid Fortunio) 'Nothing (anfwered the. • king) but my friendfhip.' The young arnbaf­fador had no occafion for a great memory to keep thefe infiructions in his mind : He went without -feeing the queen, at which fhe was very angry: But he had no reafon to regard that; for what could fhe do more in the height of her rage, than what fhe had accomplifhed in the greatefl: tranf· ports of friendfhip? And a tendC'.rnefs of this 1:ind was to him the mofi formidable thing in the war Id. Nay, her confidant, who knew the whole fecret, was enraged againft her mifl:refs, for £hi,· ing to facrifice the flower of all knighthood. For· tunio took wbatever was neceffary for his journey cut of his turkey-leather trunk, and was not con· tent to cloath himfelf magnificently, but his fcven fervants alfo: and as they had all excellent horfes, •,nd Comr:Jde feemed rathe: to fly than run, they ;arrived foon at the emperor's capital, which was :110 ways inferior to any city of Europe. Fortunio was very much furprifed to fee a town ~f fuch a lar.;e extent. He demanded an audience of the emperor, and had it granted: But when he declared the fubject of his emb::dTy, though it wa., with a grace that gave force to his arguments, the emperor cou ld not help f m iling. ' \,7 ere you ' at the head of five hundred thoufand men, (faid 4 heJ one might hearken to you; whereas, I am. ~ told you have only feven.' • I never undertook, 11 Sir (faid Fortunio) to compel you bv force of 4 arms , but only by fome remonfirances.' What~ 'ever thofe be (added the emperor) you fhall ne· • ver bring them to bear, unlefs you will do a ' thing that is juft now come into my head, that ' is, to find a rnan that can eat for his breakfafi as • m_uch hot bread as feivei this city for a whole 
day/ 
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• day.' The knight, at this propofition, feemed 

' overjoyed, and as he fpoke not prefently, the 

emperor burfi out into a laughter. ' Sir (faid 

' Fortunio) I accept of your propofition, and will _ 

' bring to-morrow a man, who !ball not only eat 

' all the new bread, but alfo the fiale: order it to 

' be brought out, and you £hall have the pleafure of 

' feeing him lick up the very crumbs.' The em­

, peror faid he coniented; -and all the difcourfr of 

that day ran upon the folly of this amba{fador. 

whom Mata pa fwore he would put to death, if he 

was not as good as his word. \iVhen he returned 

back to the houfe where amba{fadors were lodg~d, 

he called Grugeon, and told what had paffedbetween 

him and the emperor. ' Never be uneafy rnaft:er 

' (faid Grugeon) l will eat till they be tired firfl! 

However, notwithftanding this affurance of Grugi­

on's, Fortunio could not help being under fom c ap­

prehenfions, but forbid him from eating any fup­
per, that he ruight eat his breakfaft the better. 

A balcony was raifed on purpofe for the empe­

ror, and his confort and daughter, to fee this 

fii;ht. Fortunio came with his little train; and 

when he faw fix great mountains of bread, he turn­

ed pale; , 1hich had a quite contrary effect upon 

Grugeon, he being ple::ifed therewith. The empe-

. ror laughed and jefied with all his court at the 

knight and his Retinue's extravagant undertaking. 

while Grugeon was impatient for the fignal. At 
lafl it was made by the founding of trumpets, 

and beat of drum, and Grugeon fell upon one of 

the Hea ps, and devoured it in lefs than a quarter 

of an huur, and after that all the reft. Never was 

greater afioniiliment ! every body thought it was 

a piece of witchcraft, or that their eyes deceived 

them; which made them go to the Place where the 

bread was piled up to be fatisfied. Fortunio, who 

was infinitely well pleafed with his good foccefs, 
wen t 
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- went to the emperor, and afked him if he would b~ pleafed to/be fo good as his word, to which the emperor, enraged to be thus over-reached, replied, that it was too much to eat withoutdrinking; there­fore he, or fame of his train, rnufi drink all the water in the aquedticls and fountains that were in that city, an'd all the wine in its cellarn. ' Sir, ' faid Fortunio you would put it out of my power to ' obey your commands; however, 1 will try, if I 1 may flalter myfelf that you will refl:ore to my ' rnafier what I have demanded.'- 'It fhall be done, 11 (faid the emperor) if you fucceed in your Un­' dertaking.' The knight afked the emperor, if he himfeJf would be prefent; he anfwered, yes, he would, becaufe fo rare an action deferved his cu­riofity; and getting that infi:ant into his chariot, carried him to a fountain of feven Marble lions, which vomited up as much water as formed a larr;e river. Tri nquet made up to the bafon, and with­out fo much as ever fetching his breath, drank it up, aud -left the fifhes in the mud and fand. In like manner he did by -all the aquedu6ts and ponds belonging to the city. After this experiment, the Emperor never doubted but he would <lrink the wine as well a.s the water: fo tha t he, as we!l as the owners, had no inclination to try him: but Trinquet complained highly of that inju(bce, alleg· ing that he had as much right to the wine as the -water; infomuch that the emperor, that he might not be thought altogether covetous, confented Lo his defires. After that Fortunio, taking his oppor-' tunity, put ·him in mind of his prornife; which he. being unwilling to perform put him out of humour. He called his council, and told them how much he was concerned, that he had promifed this young ambaffador to return what he had taken fro~ his. maficr; but withal, he thought the conditions he agreftd on were impracticable ;~therefore he affem-

ble.d 
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bled them, to know how he might avoid what was fo 
much a-gainft his intereft and inclination. The 
princefs his daughter, who was a very beautiful 
princefs, having heard how much he was embarraf­

fed, came to him, and faid,' Sir, as you know th?t 
'none that ever ran with me, could ever boaft of 

' the victory, if you think proper I will contend 
' with him, and if he reaches fir{l the Goal, you 

' prornife not to elude the word you have given.' 
The Emperor embraced his dJughter, approved 

of her propofal~ and the next day, when Fortunio 
came to an audie'nce, fa.id to him, 'I have one 

' tbing more to inform yoLt of, which is, that if 

' you, or any of your attendants will run againfl 
' the pi incefs, I fwe ar by all the clements~ that if 
' you or he gain the race, I will give your ma­
' Iler all m;inner of fatisfaclion. Fortunio accepted 

the challenge, and Matapa appointed the time to 

be within two hours, and accordingly fent to hi.5 
daughter, to bid her prepare herfelf again ft that 
time for the exercife, which was wh3t ihe had 
bt>en ufed to from her crJd!e, She ap1Jeared at the 

time in a long walk of orange-trees above three 

miles long, which was fo carefully rolled and ma­

naged, that there was not a fione fo big as a pea 

to be feen. She was dreffed in a light gown of 
10fe-coloured taffety,. embroidered in the feerns 

with gold and filver; her hair, which was very 

fine, was tied behind her with a ribbon, and fell 
carelefsl yon her fhoulders; her fhoes were made­

like pumps, without heels; fhe had on a girdle 
of je\\'els, to {hew her fha pe, w hi.ch was ddica te: 

in fhort fhe thus appeared like another Atalanta. 

Soon after Fortunio followed, at tended by lightfoot 

and his other domefiics. The emperor and the 

whole Court, were prefent, and feated along the 

walk, when the ambaffador propofed Lightfoot to 
ave the houour to rW1 with the princefs. He was. 

f~rnifhed 
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furnifhed out of the miraculous trunk, with a fine 
white Holland habit, adorned with Flanders lace, 
filk fiockings of a fire-colour, with a white plume 
of feathers in his cap. In tbis drefs he appeared 
to have a good mien, but the princefs made no 
exceptions againfl: him; but before fhe fet out, fhe 
had liquor brought, to make her more f wift and 

- firong. Our racer demanded the fame; the prin­
cefs faid, that it was two jufl: a requeft to be refufed, 
and ordered that he might have fome; but as he 
was hot ufed to that liquor, which was very ftrong, 
it got into his head, and he lay down by an oran ge­
tree, and fell faft a fleep. In"the mean time the 
fignal was given, and was repeated three times, 
The princefs waited fometime that Lightfoot 
might awake and come to himfel f; but thinking it 
a m a tter of great confequence to free her father 
from his promife, fhe fet out with a charming 
grace and wonderful fwiftnefs. 

Fortunio was at the other end of the walk, and 
knew nothing of what had happened, when he faw 
the princefs running by herfeH, and within ha lf a 
mile of the goal. ' 0 ye::i powers! ( cried he, f peak­
' ing to his horfe) we are undone, I fee nothing of 
' Lightfoot.' Sir (faid Comrade) let Fine Ear li11:en, 
'he p~rhaps may inform you whereabouts he is,· 
Thereupon Fine-Ear laid himfelf down, and though 
he was three miles off, heard him fnore; where­
upJn he told them, he had no thoughts of coming, 
for that he was in as found a fleep as if he was in 
his bed. ' Alas! (c r ied Fortunioagain) what fhall 
' wedo?' ' 0 ! (faid Comrade) let the good Marki­
' man le t fly an arr0w in the tip of his ear, to 
' awake h im.' At that he took his bow imme­
diately, and hit him fo nicely, that the arrow went 
quite through his ear; the pain and anguifh of 
which awakened him, and when he opened his 
eyes, he faw the princefs almofl: at the goal, and 

)1eard 
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J1eard great fhoutings and acclamations of joy. 
At fidl he was furprifed, but he foon recovered 
what he had loft by flee ping: he feemed as if he 
had been carried by the wind, and in fhort arrived 
firft at the goal, with the arrow in his ear; for he 
had not time to pull it out. The emperor was fo 
much amazed at the extraordinary things that had 
happened fince the arrival of the ambaffador, that 
he believed the gods interefted themfelves in his 
behalf,. and that he cou d no longer defer the per­
formance of his promife. He ordered the arnb:if­
fador to come to him, and faid, ' 1 confent that 
' you take along with you as much of your maHer's 
' treafures as one man can carry; for I will ne­
e ver part with any more.' The ambaffador made 
a. low bow, and thanked bis majefty, and defired 
him to give orders that they might be delivere,d to 
him. Matapa accordingly fpoke to his treafurer, 
and afterwards went to his palace ofretreat, within 
fome few miles of the city. Fortunio and his at­
tendants went immediately and demanded en­
trance to the place where all the treafure was kept. 
Strong-back prefented himfelf, and by his affifiance 
the amba{fader carried off mofi of the furniture 
that was in the emperor's palace; as five hundred 
gigantic fiatues of gold, coaches and chariots, and 
zill manner of conveniencies: and with thefe 
Strong-back walked as nimbly as i1 he had not above 
a pound weight on his back. 

When the minifier of fiate faw the palace thus 
gutted, t~ey made all the ha.fle imaginable to ac­
quaint the emperor; whofe amazement was not 
to be expreffed, when they told him that one man. 
carried all: he cried out, he would not allow it; 
and immediately ordered his guards to mount, and 
purfue thof e robbers of his treafury. And though 
Fortunio was then above ten miles off, Fine-ear told 
him, that he heard a great body of horfe e;orning 

after 
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after them with full fpeed: and the good Nfarkf­
man, whofe fight was excellent, faw them, jufi as 
they themfelves came to the river-fide. Fortunio 
faid to Trinquet, ' As we have no boats, you mufi 
' drink up this wciter, that we may pafs it.' 
'VVhich Trin~uet readily performed; and Fortunio 
was for making all poffible nafleto get away, when 
his horfe bid him not be uneafy, but let the euerny 
approach. Soon after, they appeared on the banks 
of the river, and knowing where the £rhermens 
boats lay, - e1r.ibarked immediately. When the 
Boi!lerer began to fv,ell his cheeks, and with a fud­
den blafiover-fet the boats, fothat not one of that 
detachment efcapecl. This happy fuccefs puffed 
them up with fo g·reat expec1ation 1 tbat every one 
-began to think of the reco·111pence he deferved, and 
were for making thernfelves maflers of a11 the riches 
they were carrying with them; whereupon a great 
di f pute arofe among them: Lightfoot faid, 'They 
i -had got nothing if he had not won the race.' 
' Vvell (faid Fine-ear) if I had not heard you fnore; 
' where had you been then?' ' And who would 
' have awakened you, if I had not (added the 
' 11arkfman ?') ' \i'Vell (faid Strong-back) I cannot 
' but admire you for your difputes; fore none 
' dare pretend to lay fo good a claim as myfelf, 
' fince I carried all, and without my affifi.ance, 
' you would not have been able to have partaken o( 
' them.' ' Say rather without mine (interrupted 
' Trinquet) fince you were in a bad plight, if I 
,· had not drank your way.' ' Nay, and yoa were 
' equally in the fame danger (faid the Boifi.erer) 
' had I not over fet the boats. ' Hitherto (inter• 
rupted Grugeon) I have held my peace, but I 
' cannot forbear reprefenting to you, that I opened 
' the fcene to all thefe events; for if I had left 
4 one cruft of bread, all lud been loft. 
- ! Friends (faid Fortunio, with an air of com· 

mand} 
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' mand) you have all done wonders; but we ought 
' to leave it to the king to recompence our fer­
, vices; for I fhould be forry to be rewarded by 
' any other befides him. Let us all truft to his 
' generofify, he fent us to fetch his riches, and not 
' to rob him of them; which thought is fa fhame·• 
' fol, that in my opinion it ought to be [mothered: 
' For my own part, I will do fo well by .you, that 
' you fhall have no reafon to repine, fhould. it be 
' poffible ror the king to neglect you. 

The feven gifted Men penetrated with this re­
monfirance of their mafier, threw themfelves at his 
feet, and promifed that his will fhould be theirs. 
After all this, the lovely Furtunio found hirnfelf, as. 
he drew nigh to the city, agitated with a thou[and 
different troubles; the joy that he had done the 
king fuch confiderable fenices, for whom he had· 
fo great an attac~ment, and the hope to fee him 
again, and be favourably received by him, flattered 
him mofr agreeably. On the other hand the fear 
of enraging the queen, and being perfecuted again 
by her and Florida, put him into a heavy concern, 
In fhort, he arrived at the town, where 'the peo­
ple, overjoyed to fee fa much riches and treafure~ 
followed him to the palace with great acclama­
tions. of joy. The king, who could fcarcely believe 
fuch extraordinary news, ran to acquaint the queen 
with it, who was at firfr firuck on a heap, but re­
covering herfelf afterwards, faid, 'The Gods proQ 
' tecl him, therefore I am not furprifed he fhould 
' fucceed in what he undertakes. And jufi as fhe 
made an end of thefe words, fhe faw him enter the 
room. He informed their Majefl:ies of what he 
had done, and added, that the treafures were left 
in the park, no other place being large enough to 
hold them: And we mu.ft eaiily believe the king 
expreffed a great friendil1ip for fa loving and faith-· 
ful a fubjecl. 

The 
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The knight's prefence, 3nd the advant::i ges of 
his good fortune, opened again and dilated thofe 
wounds in the queen's heart which were hardly 
clofed up: She thought him more charming than 
ever, and as foon as fhe was at liberty to talk with 
Florida, fhe renewed her complaints, ' You know 
' (faid fhe) what I have done to ruin him, whicn 
' J thought was the only means to forget him, yet 
' his unparalleled good fortune brin gs him fafe 
' home again: And whatever reafons I have to 
' def pife a man fo much inferior to me, and who has 
' re-paid my fentiments with the blackefi ingrati­
' tude, I cannot forbear loving hiin, and am refol­
' ved to marry him privately.' 'Marry him, Ma­
' dam! (cried Florida) it is impoffible; certainly 
' my ears fail me.' ' No (replied the queen) you 
,. know my intention, and mufr fe<:ond me in it. 
• I charge you to bring Fortunio this night into 
' my clofet; I will myfelf declare to him the love 
' I have for him.' Florida in def pair to be made the 
infirument of her milhefs's marriage with her 
lover, forgot nothin g fhe could fay to diffo ade the 
queen from feein g him. She reprefe11ted that the 
king wouid beangiy, !hould it be found out, and 
perhaps might put the knight to death, or at leafl: 
would condemn him to perpetual im prifonment, 
where fhe would never have the fight of him again: 
But all her eloquence was in vain; fhc faw the 
queen began to be in a pa:flion, and therefore was 
obliged to obey her. She found Fortunio in the 
gallery of the palace, ranging in order the golden 
fiatues he brought from the emperor l'v1atapa . She 
went to him, an<l told him her mcffage from the 
queen, which made him tremble, and ca u[ed Florida 
no fmall trouble. ' 0 heavens~ (foid fhe) how 
'much I pity you; why could not th::it Princefs's 
c heart efcape you? Alas! I know one not half fo 
• dangerous, that cl.ares not explain itfelf.' The 

knight 
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knight would not engage in this new declaration ; 
too much was he chagrin'd already, but left her, 
and as he had no defire to pleafe the queen, dreffed 
himfelf but indifferently, that fhe might not think 
he {lrove to fet himfelf off; but if he could throw 
off his jewels and embroideries, he could not do 
the fame by his natural charms. The queen, for 
her part, did what fhe could to heighten the luilre 
of hers by an extraordinary fine drefs, and obferved 
with pleafure that Fortunio feemed furprifed, 'Ap'" 
' pearances (faid fhe) are fometimes fo deceitful, 
' that I was willing to jufiify myfelf concerning 
' what you have thought without doubt of my con• 
' duel when I engaged the king to fend you to the 
' ernperor, it fecmed in all appearance as if I de­
, figned to facrifice you; but depend upon it, good 
_, knight, I knew what would happen, and had no 
' vrher views than your immortal honour.' 'Ma­
, dam (faid he) you are too much above me to need 

-' any explanation; I enter not into the motives 
, · that engaged you; it is enough for me that I 
' obey the king my fovereign.' ' You fhew too 
' much indifference (added fhe) for the declara­
, tion I make you of my fentim ents; but it ' is 
' time I convince you of my bounty. Come, For­
, tunio, receive my hand as the pledge of my 
' faith .• 

The poor knight, quite thunder-firuck, was 
twenty times going to acquaint the queen with 
liis fex, but dude not; and anfwering thofe to.kens 
of friendfhip with great coldnefs, ufed a great 
many arguments upon the king's anger, when he 
fhould know a fubjec1 dude be fo bold as to con­
tracl in his court, Jo important a marriage with­
out his confent. After the qt1een had endea­
voured though in vain, to rernove the obfiacles 
which he feemed to fear, fhe all on a fudden af­
fumed the countenance and voice of a fory, loaded 

him 
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- .him with menaces and wrongs, and fought and. 
fcratched him; after that, turning her rage upon 
herfelf, fhe tore off her_hair, claw'd her face and 
neck till fhe was all in a gore-blood, rent her veil 
and head drefs all in pieces, and then called in her 
guards, ordered them t0 carry the wretch, as fhc 
called him, to fomedungeon, and in the mean time 
ran herfelf to_ the king to demand jufiice againfl: 
that young mon{}:er: telling him that he had a 
long time the boldnefs to declare his paffion, and 
that in hopes that abfence and her feverities might 
have cured him, fhe had let no opportunity Oip, as 
he · might well obforve, to have him removed out 
of the way; but that he was one that nothing could 
change: th.it he himfelf was a witnefs to what ex­
tremities his paffion had brought him, that fhe 
would have him prof ecuted with all rigour; and 
that if he refufed her that jufiice, fhe fhould be ob­
liged to ftand upon her own guard for the future. 

The manner in which fhe f poke, amazed the king, 
he knew her to be a woman of a mofi violent tem­
per, and that withal fhe had a great power, and 
could raif e great di firaclions in the kingdom. For­
tunio's boldncfs deferved an exemplary punifh­
ment; what was paffed was publicly known to the 
whole world, and it was is duty to revenge his fiO:cr 's 
affront: but alas! on whom was his fury to light? 

-on a knight who had expofed his life to the great~ 
efl: dangers, to whom he owed his quiet and all 
his treafures, and one, befides, for whom he had a 
particular value and love. He would have almofc 
loll: his own life to fave this dear favourite. He 
reprefented to the queen the fervi ces he h2d done 
both him and the fiate, his youth. ~ nd whatever 
might induce her to forgive him; bnt fhe woul<i 
give no ear to what he faid, but demanded h,:; life. 
The king feeing he could not poL1b ; avoid his be­
ing tried, appointed judges, t h:: he l! ought to be 

the 
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the mofi mild and fufceptible of tenderncfs, who 
might put the mofi favourable confirucl:ion upon 
the letter of the law: but he was rnifiaken in his 
conjec1ures; the judges were for efiablifhing their. 
reputation at this poor unhappy knight's expence: 
and as it was an ::iffair that would make a great 
noife in the world, they armed themfelves with 
the utmofi rigour, and condernned Fortunio with­
out hearing him plead for himfelf. His fentence 
was to receive three ]tabs in the heart, as the 
heart was the principal part concerned. 

The king dreaded this fentence as much as if it 
was to have been pronounced againH hirnfelf; he 
banifhed all the judges, but could not fave his be-

- loved Fortunio, while the queen triumphed in the 
puniihment he was to fuffer. The king made ufe 
of rrefh arguments, which only exaf perated her the 
more. To be fhort, the day appointed for this 
horrid execution came: the knight was brought 
out of the prifon where he had been kept from the 
fpeech of all perfons, not knowing the crime he 
was accufed of, but imagined that it was fame 
new perfecution vhich his indifference fur the 
queen hacl brought upon him; yet what troubled 
him the mofl: was, he thought the king feconded that 
priocefs in what fhe did. In the mean time Flo· 
rida,inconfolable fonhe condition to which her lover 
was reduced, took a refolution of the utmofi vio­
lence, ,,·luch was to poifon both the queen and 
herfelf, it Fortunio was to fuffer death fo unjuftly, 
As foon as Jhe knew the fentence, def pair polfeffed 
J,er foul, and fhe thought of nothing but the exe­
cution of her deG.gns; but ,it happened that the 
poi fen was not prepared fo {hong as fhe intended 
it: Infomuch that though fi1e had given it the 
queen, fhe felt not prefently the effeB.s of it, but 
had the lovely knight brought to the great fpace 
before the palace, that fhe might have the fatis-

facliola 
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faction of feeing him die. When the executioners 
had taken him out of the dungeon where he lay, 
and brought him like a tender lamb going to the 
flaughter; the firft: object. that his eyes beheld 
when- he came upon the fcaffold, was the queen, 
who thought fhe could not be too nigh, being de­
firous to have his blood fpurt on her; But alas! 
the poor king fhut himfelf up in his clofet, that he 
might with more freedom bewail the Fate of his 
!fear favourite. 

But when they had bound Fortunio, and came tQ 
open his breaft:; how great was the furprife of 
that numerous affembly, when they faw the white 
6reafis of a love! y maid, and knew that fhe was 
;m innocent damfel unjufily accufed ! the queen 
was in fo great a confufion, that the poifon began 
Jo work, and threw her into {hong convuHions, 
out of which fhe never recovered but to exprefi. 
her bitter regret. In the mean time the people, 
who loved Fortunio, fet her at liberty; and the 
news was prefently carried to the king, who had 
abandoned himfelf to melancholy. At that in­
fiant joy took place; he ran to the palace, and 
was charmed to fee the new matamorphofis of his 
dear Fortunio: however, the lafl fighs and groans 
()f the queen fuf pended in fame meafure his tranf­
ports; but when he came to reflect. on her malice, 
he was not forry. He refolved to marry this his 
young heroine, to repay with a crown his great 
obligations to her; and declared his intentions to 
~er, which VJ.e may eaGly believe completed the 
height of her defires, which were not fo much to be 
a queen, as to enjoy the perfon of a prince for 
whom fhe had always entertained _a mofi tender 
affection. The dfty of celebrating the marriage 
was fixed ; our young knight laid afide her ma11 's 
habit, and affumed that of her own fex, in which 
fhe appeared a thoufand times more beautiful. She 

'4 confulted 
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eoufulted her horfe what adventures ihould hap­
pen to her for the future; but as he· could prornif e 
none more agreeable, fhe in gratitude for the great 
fervices he had done her, built him a fl:able paved 
with ebony and ivory, and infiead of being littered 
with {lraw, he lay always on mats of fattin: and 
for the feven attendants• they were all rewarded. 
according to their fervices. 

After all this was done, news was brought to 
bur young queen that Comrade was not to be found; 
which was no lefs trouble to the king, who adored 
her, than to hcrfelf. She made enquiry for three 
days, all to no purpofe, and on the forth !he aTofe 
with the morning, and went into the garden, whidt 
fhe cr0ffed, and fo into a thick wood, and thence 
into a large meadow, called out, ' Comrade-! my 
' dear Comrade! where art thou? what, do yo• 
' forfake me! I have occafion for thy advice.• 
And as fhe was talkiflg after this manner, fht faw 
all on a fudden another fun arifing in the weft, 
which made her fiand to admire that prodigy-; but 
her amazement {till increafed to fee it approaclt 
her nigher, and efpecially when fhe knew her horfe 
acr::iin covered with. jewels, and prancing before a 
chariot of pearls and topazes, drawn by four and 
twenty fheep that were covered with gold fringe 
infiead of wool: their harnefs was crimfon fattin, 
buckled on with emeralds, their homes were 
adorned with carbuncles. The new queen knew 
the fairy her protect.refs in the chariot, and her 
father and two fiflers, who cried out clapping­
their hands, and making profeffions of friendfhipi> 
that they were come to her wedding. Their fif­
ter, for her part, thought fhe fhould have expired 
with joy at feeing them again: fhe neither knew . 
what fhe faid or did: but at lafi recovering herfelf, 
fhe got into the chariot, and returned with this 
pompous equipage to the palace; where every 
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t~ing was prepa red fo r celebrating the rnoft mag-
-_rnfic ent Feafi tha t ever was made in th;,t 1, i,ig...iom. 
Thus_ the en am oured king unitf'.'. i.,'1Jlelf to his 
fair del iverer, a nd dfordc·d us this charrning ad­
ventu re, ivhich has be.en handed down from one 
age to another. 

, 

T H E 

STOH.Y 

OF 

P E R F E C 1' L O V t. 

I N one of thofe ai;rceable countries thJt dep<'nd 
on the emrire of the fairies, there reigned the 

formidable Dan mo, wr.o was as knowirJg in her 
,1rt, as cruel in her a&.ions, and bo~O:ing cf the 
honour of being defcended from the celebrated 
Calipf , whofe charms had the glory and power of 
fiavi og the famous U!yffcs, and triumphing 0ver the 
prudence of the conqutn,rs of Troy. 

She 
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She was lufi.y, had a wild look, and her pride 
mad-! her with fame difficulty fubmit to the bard 
laws of matrimony; for love was nQt able to 
reach her heart: but the defign of uniting a fiou­
rifhing kingdom to that fhe was queen of, and 
another {he had ufurped, made her ct nfent to mar­
ry an old neighbouring king, who d ied fome few 
years after their marriage, and left the fairy a 
daughter called Azira, who was very ugly; but 
t1ppeared not fo in the eye of Danamo, who thought 
her charming, perhaps bccaufe like herfelf. She 
was to be the queen of three kingdoms, which 
circumflance qualified all her defe&, and caufed 
her to be afked in the marriage by the mofi powerful 
princes of the neighb,JUring countries. 

This together with the blind fondnefs of Da- -
namo, rendered her vanity inrupportable, fince fhe 
was defired with in ardour which !he did in no 
wi[e deferve, But as Danamo thought of nothing 
but rendering the princefs's happinefs cornpleat, 
{he brought: up in her palace a young prince, her 
Brother's fon, who was called Parcinus: he had a 
noble air, a delicate fhape, a tine head of hair, fo 
admirably white, that love hirnfelf might have 
been jealoua of his power; for that god never had 
golden l11afts more fure of triumphing over hearts 
without reii(bnce, than the eyes of Parcinus. He 
did every thing well, danced and fung extraordi­
nary fine, and gained all the prizes at tourna· 
men ts, whenever he contended for them. 

This young Prince was the delight of the court; 
nnd Damon a, who had her deiigns, was not a e;ainft 
the ref pe& and value they £hewed him. The Icing, 
his father, was the fairy's bro ther, whom fhe de­
clared war againfl: without any pretence whatfo­
ever. This king fought courageou(ly at the head 
of his troops; but what could an army do againR: 
fo pawerful a fairy a3 Danamo r who futfered the 

D 2 viclory 
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victory net to balance long after her brother's 
death, who was killed in the action, with one 
·{hoke of her wand dif per fed her enemies and 
.became mifirefs of the kingdom. 

Parcinus was then an infant in arms; they 
'brought him to Dana mo; for it would have been 
in vain to have concealed him from a fairy: he 
'had then fuch engaging fmiles, that they won all 
'hearts; and Danamo careffing him, in few days 
c1.fter carried him home with her to her own king· 
.dam. 

The prince was about eighteen years old, when 
tbe fairy willing to execute what fhe had fo long 
defigned, refolved to marry him with her daugh• 
ter; and not doubting but the prince who was born 
ane, but by his misfortunes made a fubjecl, would 
be overjoyed to become one day a fovereign of 
three empires, fent for the princefs, and difcovered 
to her the choice fhe had made. 

The princefs hearkened to this difcourfe with an 
-emotion that made the fairy think that this refo· 
lution in favour of Parcinus, difpleafed her <laugh· 
tei. ' I fee (faid fhe to her, obferving her difor. 
'der increafe) that your ambition carries you fo 
• far, that you would add to your empire the do­
, minions of one of thefe kings, who have dernand-
4 ed you fo often. But what kings may not Parcin· 
-' us overcome? his courage is beyond every thing: 
'the fubjecls of a prince fo accomplifhed, may 
' fame time revolt in his favour; and by giving 
• you to him, I make fure of the poffeffion of his 
' kingdom, And for his perfon, we need not 
'fpeak of that; you know the proudefi beauties 
.s a re not able to refifi his charms.' 

The princefs cafiing herfelf fuddenly at the feet 
ef the fairy, interrupted her difcourfe, and con­
feffed to her, that her heart had not had the power 
to withfiand that young viccor, fo famous for his 

-conquefi: 
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conquefi: ' But (added fhe blufhing) I have given 

' the infen.fible Parcinus a thoufand marks of my 

' tendernefs, which he received with a coldnefa· 

' that makes me def pair.' It was becaufe he duril.: 

' not raife his thonghts up to you (replied the proud 

• fairy) he was without doubt afraid of difpleafing: 

' me; I know his ref peer.' 
This flattering opinion was too agreeable to the 

princefs's inclination and vanity, for her not to b~ 

perfuaded to it. In -fhort the fairy font for Par• 

cinus, who came to her in a magnificent chariot,­

whcre fhe and the princefs her daughter, waited 

for him; when fhe faid to him, as foon as fhe faw 

him, ' Call all your courage to your aid: I f~nt 

' for you not to continue your misfortune, but for· 

' your good·: reign, Parcinus: and to com pleat· 

' your happinefs; reign by marrying my daughter/· 

• I, madam! ( cried the young prince in an ama­

, zernent, wherein it was eaf y to perceive his joy­

, had not the greatefl fhare) I marry the princefsp. 

' ( continued -he, failing back fome fieps) alas! 

' what god concerns himfelf in my fate, not to 

' leave it to him alone from whom I afk affif .. -

, tance. 
Thef e words were pronounced by the prince· 

with an heat which his heart had too great a fhare 

in to be with[ ood by his reafon. The fairy 

thought that this unlooked-for happinefs had put 

him befide himfel f; but the princefs loYed, and 

I ve rr,akes lovers more penetrating than wifdom 

itfelf. ' \,Vhat god, Parcinus (faid fhe to him with 

' diforder) do you fo tenderly implore the affiltance 

' of; I know too well I have no fhare in the vows 

' you offer up to him.' The young prince, who 

had had time to recover his firfl furprife, and 

who knew he had been guilty of an imprudence 

in what he had faid, fummoned all his wit to the · 

a_id of his heart, and an[wered the princefs more 
D 3 gallant! y. 
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gallantly than Ihe hoped for; and thanked tht: fairy with an air of grandeur, that £hewed him not only worthy of the empire offered him, but that of the whole world. 

Danamo, :rnd her, proucl daughter. ~vho were both - fatisfied with this difrourfe, fettled a il things b~ fore -they went out of the clofet : the fairy defer~ red the d ay of th e nuptials , c,nly to give the court time to prepare t hernfelves on fo grea t a n occaG0n. Aft~r this, the news of Pa ·cinus's marriage with Azi ra , was fpread all about the court; and the €01;1rtiers came in crouds. to congratulate the pnnce. 
P arcinus received all their compliments with an air of coJdnefs, which very much furprifed his nN1 fubjecls, tha t he m ould appear chagrined and ou t of hurn our: all the refi: c, f the day he was . f e yp\:xed with the congratulations of the whole COLL t , :rnd t he continual declarations of Azira's p~iiion . 
V·/hat a condition was the young prince in, who was feized with a lively grief? the day feem'd to him a thoufa nd times longer than ordinary. The impa ti ent Parcinus longed for night, which at lafi came; when with hafi he left that place where he had fuffered fo much, and went to his own apart­_ment; ahd after having fent all his attendants away, opened a door that went into the garder.s of the palace, which he cro!fed, followed only by a young Dave. 

A fine but f:-na ll river ran at the end of thefe gardens, and feparated the fairy's palace from a caflle flanked \Yith four towers, and furrounded with a deep ditch that was filled by the river; thit her flew Parcinus's willies and deGres. A wonder was fhut up in it? which treafure, Danamo had carefully guarded. It was a young princefs, her fifter's daughter, who when fh died 
lett 
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left her to the care of the fairy; her beauty wor­

thy of the ad rniration of the whole world, a p·· 

pearing too dangerous for Danamo to permit her to 

be feen nigh Azira. Sometimes the charming 

Irolita, which was her name, was fu:ffered to come 

tc, the palace to fee the fairy, and ·the princefs 

her daught ;: r; but was never allowed to appear jn 

public: yet her charms though confealed, were 

not unknown to the world. 
The prince Parcinus faw her with the princefs 

Azira, and adored hei: from that very moment. 

Their nearnefs of blood gave this young prince no 

Privilege with Irolita; for after fhe was grown, 

up, the mercilefs Dana mo permitted none to fee 

her. 
In the mean time, Parcinus, burnt, ·ith a raging 

Bame, which the charms of IroJita had kindled: 

fhe was about fourteen years old; her beauty was 

perfecl, her hair of a fine brown, her complexion 

blooming as the f pring; her mouth delicate, her 

teeth admirably white and even; and her fmiles· 

en1;aging, her eyes were of a fine hazzle colour, 

and piereing, and her lo0ks feemed to f peak a.' 

thoufan-! things her young heart as yet knew no] 

thing of. 
She had been brought up in great folitud-e, nigh 

the fairy's palace, in the ca(lle were fhe lived; 

but faw no more of the world than if fhe had been 

in a d -ert. Danamo's orders were fa exaclly 

o ··y ed, that the fair Irolita p:iffed her days only 

among thofewomen appointed her, whofe number 

w:.1s very fmall, but yet as many as were neceffary 

info lonely ;:ind reti red a court; howe er, Fame, 

which regarded not Danamo, publifhed fa many 

wonders of this young princefs, that perfans a t the 

greatefr difrance from the court, offered themfelves 

to be with the young Irolita. And her prefence be­

lied not what fame had reported, Gnce they always 

found her worthy of their admiration. 
D 4 A go,cr· 
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A governante of great wit and knowledge, for­merly attached to the princefs her mother, lived with her, arid c{ten groaned under the rigours of Dana mo toward the charming Irolita: fhe was cal­led Mana; and her defire of fetting the princefs at liberty and rdloring her to her right and dignity, made her yield to Parcinus's love. It was then three years fince he was introduced into the cafile in the habit af a Oave; at which time he found her in the garden, and difcovered to her his paffion; and as fhe was then but a child, fhe lov­ed Pan:inus only as a brother. Mana, who was never abfent long from her, furprifed the young Erince in the garden one day, when he acquainted her with his love for the princefs, and the deGgn he had formed to lofe his life, or refiore her li­-l:>erty? and feeking, by fhewing himfelf to his fubjeB:s, a glorious revenge on Danamo, and placed Irolita 0n the throne. As the rifing me­rit of Parcinus was capable of rendering the mofi: difficult projects credible, and was the only means to deliver Irolita, Mana fuffered him to come fame­times to the cafile, when it was night; but never let him fee the princefs, except in her prefence. ;He, with his tender difcourfe, and his confiant 'fedulities, endeavoured to infpire in her as viol~nt a paffion as his own. Thus employed for three years, he went almoU: every night to the caflle, and fpent all the days in nothing but thinking of the princefs. But to return to where we left him croffing the gardens, followed by a Dave, and pierced with grief at the refolutions of the fairy; VJhen he came to the river-fide, a gilded boat which Azira fometimes took the air in, that was fafiened to the bank , ferved to carry this amorous prince over. The flave rowed, and as foon as Parcinus had got up a filken ladder, tl.at was t'.irown out from off a little terrafs, that fronted 

the 
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the· ca{He,. the faithful pave rowed the boat back . 

again, where he waited for the fignal he made him, 

which was to {hew, him ,a lighted flaubeau from off 

the terrafs. That night the prince took his uftlal 

tour; the filken ladder was let down, and he · 

entered without any obfiicle the young Irolita's . 

chamber, whom he found laid on the bed all in 

Tears: but the beauty that appeared in that me­
lancholy polture, had an extraordinary, Effecl. on, 

the prince! 
' What ails my princefs-?'- (faid h() falling on 

•· his knees by the bedfide whereupon fhe lay? what 

,. could caufe thefe precious te-ars? alas! ( con-­

, tinued he fighing) have I yet new-misfortunes to 
6 hear?' the tears and fighs of thefe young Jou 
vers were intermixed, and they were forced to vent 

their paffion, before they could tell the caufe of 
their grief. At length the young prince defired 

Irolita to tell him what new feverity the fairy had 

ufed to her, ' She will marry Azira (anfwe:red the 

•· beautiful lrolita blufhing) which, of all her cruel~ 

ties, is the mofi painful to me.' ' 0 my dear 

' · princds (cried the prince) you fear left I fhould 

' marry Azira ; my fate is a thpufand times more 

' kind than l thought it.' ' Can you praife fatep 

' · (replied the young Irolita, languifhingly) when. 

' it is ready to feparate us? I cannot exprefs the 

' · torments:, the dread of that makes me feel. 0? 
c- Parcinus, . you are in the right, the love of a 
' lover, and that of a brother · is quite different~ 

The amorous prince thought to tban.lc his fortune; 

he never till then knew the love the young Irolita 

ki-d for him: and, in fhort, could no lon ger doubt 

of the good fortune of having infpired fuch tender 

fentiments into the princefs. This happinefs, , 

which he did not expect, roufed up all his hopes • . 
6 • No (cried he in a tranf port) I def pair not now . 

~ of overcoming our misfortunes, fince I am a!Iured 
D 5_ of 
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' of your tendernefs. Let us fly, my princefs, Let ' us avoid the rage of Danamo, and her hateful 'Daughter; let us not trufi to fofatal an abode; ' love alone will make us happy.' 'Should 1 go ' away with you (replied the princefs with fur­' prife) what would the world fay of my flight?' • Lay afide thefe vain retieclions, (fair Irolita) in­, terrupted- the impatient Parcinus; every cir-, ' cumfrance urges us to leave this place; let us ' go--· ' But where will you go! (replied the prudent Mana, who was always with them, ::incl who, lefs enga ged than thofe young lovers, forefaw all the difficulties in their flight) ' I will gi'Je ' you an a.:count of my deGgn (replied the prince) . ' · but how did you hear fo foon the news from the ' fairy's court?' ' · A relation of mine (anf were@! ' 1\4:ana) writ to me as foon as it was wif pered ' abcmt the palace, and I thought it my duty to 4 i oform the princefs of it.' ' And what have I ' endured fioce? (rep lied the lovely I rolita) no, ' Pzircinus, I cannot live without you.' The youn~ prince tranf purted with love i and charmed with thefe W,'.)rds, kiffed lrolita's h:rn<l with an ardoLLr anrl tendernefs, that had all the thanks uf a fide and m ufi agreeabie favour. Day began to 3ppear, and informed P::ncinus too foon, that it was time he retired, when he affored the princefs he \"Ould cume again the next ni j ht, and impart to her his projec1: he got to the b-:Jat and Dave again, and 'retired to his a p3rtment . He was fo uvcrjoyed with the pJe3fure of being beloYcd by the fair lro­lita, and agitaterl by the difficulties he forefaw they Ihould meet with in their flight, lhat Deep could not calm that une:dincfs, nor make him forget a moment of his happinefs. 
It was hardly morning, when a dwarf entered his chamber, and prefcnted him with a fine fcarf from the priucefs Azira, whu by a biliet more ten~ 

der 
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der than he wifhed for, deu.red him to wear from 
that day that fcarf. He ient an anf wer, which 
very much confou oded him ; but he was obliged to 
it, to deliver Irolita, and to confhain himfelf for 
her liberty. \!\Then he had fent Azira's Dwarf 
away, a giant came from Danamo, and prefented 
him with a fabre of extraordinary beauty, the 
handle of which was of one fingle fione, more 
beautiful than a diamond, and which gave a great 
light in the night; on this fabre were engraved 
thefe words:. 

For the hand of a conqueror. 

Parcinus was mightily pleafrd with the fairy's 
Prefent, and went and thanked her with that and 
the fcarf on. The tendernefs of Irolita fufpended 
all difquiets; fhe had raifed in his heart that fweet 
and perfect fatisfaction fuccefsful love feels; a 
pleafant air appeared in all his actions, which 
Azira attributed to her charms, and the fairy to 

Parcinus's ambition: the day was fpent in plea­
furcs and dive rfions, which in no wife diminifhed 
the infuppor·t~ le length _ arcinus thought it. 

In the even ing they took the ai r in the gard_eos 
of the place, and on the fame river fo well.known 
to the prince, who rn going in the boat, felt a 
fenGbfe c ., ncern, t > fee ..-ha t difference there was 
between the pleafu res 1t ti, d to give him, and the 
cruel torment he then endured. Parcinus could 
not forbear looking often at the habitation of the 
charming Irolita, who never appeared when the 
fairy or Azira were on the water. That Princefs, 
who watched all the actions of the prince, obferved 
that his eves were often turned towards the cafile. 
' What do you look at, prince? (faid fhe) in th~ 
' midfr of honours done you, is Irolita's prifon 
~ worthy your regard?' ' Yes, madam (replied 
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' the prince very imprudently) I am fenfibie of ' the fufferings of thofo who deferve them not.' • You. are too corn paffionate ( a nfwered Azi ra di[­, dainfully) but to eafe you of your pain, I can 5 tell you Irolita will not be long a prifoner.' And ' what will become of her (1eplied the young prince 4 fhort) ' The queen will marry her in five days ' to the prince Brutus (returned Azira:) he is of ' out blood you know, and according to the in­, tentions of the queen, he will the next day after ' their marriage carry Irolita into a fortrefs, from ' whence fhe will never return to court.' ' What ! ' (faid the prince, in an extraordinary di ford er) ~ will the queen give that beautiful princefs to fo -

4 hideous a prince, whofe ill qualities exceed his ' deformity? what .1cruelty is this !' This lafi word came from him againfi his wi ll, but he could no longer conce.i.Lhis refentmcmt. ' I thought that - you, of all people, Parcinus' (an[wered the prin­' cefs h:,.ughtily) fhould not compilin of Danamo's ' cruelties.' This converfation, without doubt, had been pullied t.oo far for the young prince, whofe bufinefs it was to diffemble, if the attend­ants of Azi:ra had not come u p, and the fairy, ap­peared on the river-fide. Azira returne<l to the :fairy, and Parcinus coming out of the boat, feigned to be fick, t~flt he might have the m ore liberty to go ,rnd complain, without any witnefs, of his new misfortunes. 
The fairy, and above al1 Azira, fhewcd a great uneafinefs for his being ill. He retired, accufing fate a thoufand times for the m isfortunes that t hreatened th~ charn1ing Irolita, abandoning him­feif to all his grief.and tcndetnefs; but beginning 41.t length to recover thofe diforders faithful lovers are fo fubjecl to, he wri t in the mofi: moving ex­preffions his love could diclate, to one of his aunts, ~rhofe name was Favourable; who was a fai1 y as 3 we!l 
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well as Danamo, but one who took as much plea-· 

fu re in comforting and affifting the unfortunate, as 

Danamo did in making them fo. He told her to _ 

\\·hat a cruel condition his love and fortune had 

reduced him; and not daring to leave Danamo's 

court without difcovering his defigns, he fent his 

faithful flave with it. 
When every body was retired, he left his apart­

ment as ufual, and croffing the gardens alone, went . 

into the boat, without knowing whether he could 

row or not; but what will not love teach us? he 

rowed as well as the moll expert fea man, and got 

into the caftle, where he was very much furprifed 

to find Mana only, and ihe all in tears, in the 

princefs's chamber, ' What is the matter with 

' you, l'v1ana (faid the prince in hafie) ahd where 

' is my dear Irolita ?' ' A!as ! fir, (faid Mana) fhe 

' is not h~re, a troop of the queen's guards, and 

' fame woman, carried her awav from this caftle 

' th:·ee or fou r hours ago.' Parfinus heard not the 

en:1 of thefe words, but fwooned away as foon as 

he underfiocd the princefs was gone. Mana took a 

great deal of pains to bring him to him(elf again, 

which was no fooner C:one, but falling fuddenly 

into a paffion, he drew a little dagger he wore in 

his girdle, and had pierced his heart, had not 

the wife Mana, holding his arm, and falling on 

her knees, faid 'vVhat, fi r , will you forfake Irolita ;_ 

' live to deliver her from Danamo's rage. Alas! 

' without you, where will fhe find fuccour againft 

' the cruelty of the fairy?' thefe word~ fufpend­

cd the unl appy prince's def pair: ' Alas! (replied· 

' he fhedding tears, which all his courage could 

' not refhaio) where is my princefs? yes, :tviana, 

' I will live to have the fad fatisfact..ion of dying 

' for her1 and expiring in revenging her of her 

~ enemies.' After thefe words, Mana begged of 

him to leave that difmal place, to avoid frefh mis-
fortunes 
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fortunes. ' Go, prince (fa id fhe) how know we ' but the fairy has fornebody here to give her an ' account of what paffes? take care of a life fo ' dear to a princefs you adore.' After this advice, the prince went away, and returned to his own apartment with all the grief fo unhappy and tender ;a paffion could inf pire. He paffed the night on a c-:iuch he threw hirnfelf on when he wen r in, where day furprifed him; which had apJ:lea1ed fome hours, when he heard a noife at his chamber-door. He ran with that eager impatience we generally cx­prefs, when we expect news, wherein our hearts are fo much concerned; an.:l found that his people had brought a man who wanted to fpeak with him in hafie, and whom he knew to be one of Mana's relations : he gave Parcious a Je tter, who went into his clofet to hide the t .:mble it might give him; where he opened i· , ..ii J found thefe words: 

1 1 AN A; 
io the greuteJq Prince in t!te world. ' BE affured, fir, our princefs is in fafcty; if ' that exprcffi _, n may be alluwed, while iri the ' power of her enemy; ihe has afked Danamo for ' me, who has foffered me to be with her: there ' is a guard in the palace. Y efh:rd:iy the queen ' fent for · he,· iuto her clofet, and ordered her ' proudly, to hok on the prince Brutus , as ,me ' that was to be her hnili:rnd in :i few days , and ' prefented to her that fJl ince, fo unworthy .. f be ing ' your rival. The princefs was fo much affiicced, ' that lhe made he . no anfwer, but by [{'uc;, which ' a re not yet dried up. You, fir, muft find out ' means, if poffible, to affif1: her again.ft fuch prd­, fing Misfortunes.' 

At the bottom of the letter thefe words were written blotted , and with a trembling hand . 
. ' HOVI 



Pu.n:cT LoVE. 

' HOvV much I pity you my dear prince! your 

' calamities are more grievous to me than 

' my own: I f pare your tendernefs the recital of 

' what I have endured fince yefierday; why lhould 

' I trouble the repofe of your life? alas! with­

, out me you might have been happy: 

Vlhat joy and grief did the prince feel? what 

kiffes he gave this invaluable token of the divine 

Irolita's love? he was fo much be.Gde hirnfelf, that 

he had much ado to return a fuitable anfwer; he 

thanked the prudent Mana, inform~d the princefs­

of the affift:ance he expecced from the fairy Fa­

vourable, and faici a tboufand things on his grief 

and love: afterwards he gave the letter to Mana's 

relation .ind with it a prefent of fine jewels of an 

inefiimable value, to rcc0mpencc him for the plea• 

fure he had done him. He was fcarcely gone, 

when the queen and the princefs Azira fent to 

\now how t.he prince d1d. It was eaf y to know, by 

his looks, that he was not well; they preffed him 

to go -to bed , which he 3greed to, thinking he 

fhould be lefs conflr::iined than if he went to the 

.lairr. 
After dinner the queen went herfelfto fee him, 

and fpoke to him of Irolita's marriage with the 

prince Brutus, as a thin g refolved on. Parcinus, 

,vho had at !aft: refolved to reftrain hirnfelf to carry 

on his defigns the better, feen1ing to approve of the 

fairy's in tentions, ancl de.Gred her only to flay till 

he has recovered, becaufe he had a great mind to 

be at the folernnity . The fairy and Azira, who 

def paired at his ficknefs, and promifed him what he 

afked; by which me3ns he retarded the difmal nup· 

tials of Irol ita for fame da vs. The converfation 

he had on the water with· Azira forwarded the 

misfortune of the princefs he loYed fo ten~erly: 

for Azira h:id gi\'en the queen an account of his 
dif rnurfe 
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difcour(e and hi? compaffion for Iroiita. And the queen, who never de!ayed the exPcution of her will, fent that evening for Irolita , and ref0lved with Azira, to finifh the marriage of that princefs, and to hafien het dep:nture before Parcin us had a m ore efiablirned authority? but in the mea n time,. before the expiration of th~ time, the faithful flave arrived. How great was Parcinus's joy, to find in the letter Favourable had wrote, marks of her compaffion and friendfhip for him and Irolita ! fhe fent him a little ring, compofed of four dif· ferent metals, gold, filver, brafs and ir~>n: this ring had the power of fecuring them four times again fr the perfecutions of the cruel .Dana mo: and Favourable affured the prince, that the wickccl fairy could not purfue them oftener than the ring· had power to fave tbem. This good news reftored the young prince to his health; he fent in all' hafie for Mana's relation and gave him a letter,. that informed lrqlita of the happy fuccefs they might flatter themfelves withal. They had no time to lofe, the queen was for comfummating prince Brutus's marriage in three days, and that fame night Azira made a ball, and Irolita was to be there. Parcinus could not think of being negli~ gent on that occafion: he dreffed himfelf in a magnificent fuit, and appeared a thoufand times brighter than the day; but durfl: not fpeak to Iro· lita, except with his eyes, which often met thofe of that fair prince!s. Iroli ta had on the nobldl: drefs imaginable: the fairy had given her very fine jewels; and as fhe had but four days to fray in her palace, refolved to treat her as fhe ought to be. Her beauty not ufed to be fet off with foch ornaments, feemed wonderful to all, and much more to the amorous Parcinus , who thought, by the joy that he faw in her bright eyes, fhe had re• ceived his letter. The prince Brutus talked often 

with 
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·with Irolita; but he appeared of fo ill a mien unto 

the gold and jewels he was loaded with, that he 

\\'as not a rival worthy of the young prince's jea00 

louf y. The ball was almofi: over, when Parcinus, 

tranf ported with his love, de fired with great ar­

dour, the liberty of talkin-g a moment with the 

princefs. ' Cruel queen, and thou hateful Azira, 

' (faid he to h.imfelf) will you deprive me yet Ion­

' ger of the charming -pleafure of telling the fair 

' Irolita a thoufand times how I adore her? why 

' leave you not, you jealous witneffes of my 

' ha ppi nefs, the place, fince love can only 

'triumph in your abfence;' he had hardly form­

ed this \yifh, but the fairy, finding herfelf a little 

out of order, called Azira, and went with her into 

the next room, whither prince Brutus followed 

them; Parcinus had then the ring on his finger 

the fairy Favourable had fent him. He ought to 

have preferved the fuccours given him for more 

preffing occafions, but violent love and prudence 

are feldorn companions; the young prince thought, 

by the fairy's and Azira's departure that the ring 

began to favour his love: he flew to the charm­

ing Irolita, and f poke to her of his pa:ffion in the 

mofi touching and eloquent expreffions; when he 

perceived that he had made ufe of Favourable's 

charms fill ii y, but could not repent of an impru­

dence which gained him the pleafure of entertain­

ing his dear lrolita: they refolved on the place 

and hour to put an end to their cruel Davery the 

next day. The fairy and Azira returned again 

fome time after, Parcinus parted "·ith no frnall re· 

gret from Irolita, and looking on bis ring, per· 

cei\·ed that the iron was mixed with the other me­

tals, and faw very well that he !tad but three wifhes 

to make, which he refolved to employ better than 

the firfi: for his pr i ncefs; bu ( trufted none with hi~ 

departure, but his foithful flave. The oext day 
h.c 
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he appeared to the queen very eaf y, and mo1 e pleafant th'3.n orJinary f he paIT'ed fome compli-· meets on the prince Br11tus upon his marriage, and did it in a nianner capable of removing all fofpici '.)ns they mignt entertain of his paffion. At two o'clock in the morning he went to the fairy's· park, where !le f,mnd his faithful Dave, who, ac­cording to his rnafter's orders, had brought four of his horfes. The prince waited a little, when the l e\ ely L"Gl ita came wearied, and leaning on Ma­na_; for that young princefs endured fo much in the walk, that love al.one, without Danamo's cruel­ties, and the ill qu«tlities of p:·ince Brutus, wc,uld not have been capable to have made her undertake it. It was then fu miner, the ni ght was clear, and the moon 3nJ fiars fhined fo .bright, that it w;:is as light as day. The prince made up in hafie to• wards, her, ki{fed her hand for it was not a place to t::ilk in, and helped her on her ·hotfe, for fhe rid wonderfully well, it being one of her amufcments to take horfe 1.vith)1er maids, and ride into a little wood, fome di{hnce from the ca(He, which the fairy fuffered her to take the air in.- Afterwards Parcinus mounted his horfe, and Mana and the £lave theirs. The young prince drawing the bril­liant fabre the fairy gave him, f wore to the fair Irolita, to adore her all his life, and to die, if ne• ceIT'ary, in her deFence. · After thefe words they _went away, and the zcphirs feemed to corrcf pond with them, or to take Irolita for Flora, by alway:1 attending them . 
In the rne:::.n time, dav difcovereJ to Danamo a piece of 1~~ vs fhe little expecr:ed .. The ladies \, I1c ·.vc1·e about Iro:i ta, ,li·he1 e.a mazed that fhe Dept f0 lor:g ; but obeying the order of the prudent Ma­na, who lay in the fame clF1 rnber with Irolita, from whence they went out at a· l i ttlc back -door that let them into a cou1 t of the palace, very littL fre-

quented, 
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tjuented, by a door that was in Irolita's clofet, 

end was nailed up; but in two or three nights they 

found out the means to open it. In fhort, the 
queen fent for Irolita: in obedience to the fairv, 

they knocked at the princefs's chamber door 1 and 

nobody anfwered. But when the prince Brutus 

arri\·ed, who came to conduct the princefs to the 

queen, he was \ery much forpri!ed: He broke 

open the door, and went in, and feeing the little 

door in the clofet forced, he no longer doubted of 

the princefs's flight. When the news was carried 

to the que<'n, fhe fhake..:i with anger, and ordered 

them to fearch every where for lrolita; but it was 

all in vain, nobody could give any account of 
her. The prince Brutus himfelf went to feek after 

her, and fent the fairy's guards with all f _peed on 

the roads he thought they might take. In the 
mean time, Azira obferved that Parcinus did not 

appear in this general confi:ernation: and jealouf y 
opening her eyes, fhe fent in hafie to him, and be­

gan to think that prince had taken Irolita away. 

The fairy herfelf could not believe it; but upon 

~onfulting her books, fhe found Azira 's fof pie ion 

to be matter of fact. In the mean time, the 

princefs having learned that Parcinus was not in 

his apartment, nor the palace, fent to the cafile 

where Irolita had been fo long, to fee if -fhe could 

find any thing whereby fhe might jufiify or con­

demn the prince. The prudent Mana had taken 

care to leave nothing that might difcover Irolita's 

c::)Tref pondence with Parcinus, but Azira's fcarf, 

which was found on the couch he fwooned on, and 
had been untied while he was in that condition; 

and which neither the prince, nor Mana, who were 

foll of grief, perceived. ,vhat did not the haugh ty 
Azira feel at the fight of that fcarf? her love and 

1>ride fuffered both alike; fhe afflicted herfelf to 

cxcefs, and fent all the fervants of Irolita and the 
pnnce 
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prince to prifon. The ingratitude the queen 
thought Parc-;nus, had £hewed her, pufhed her na­
tural rage to the la{l extremity. ~he would wil­
lingly have given one of her kingdoms to have 
been revenged on thofe two lovers, who at th<t 
fame time were purfued on all fidcs: prince Brutus 
and his troop met with fre!h horf es every where 
by the fairy's order, whereas thofe of Parcinus's 
were tired, and anfwered not the impatience of 
their Mafier. At the further fide of a Foreft he 
overtook them: the firfl: motion of the prince was 
to go and fight that unworthy rival; he was riding up to him with his fabre drawn, when Irolita cried 
out, ' prince feek not an unprofitable danger, 
' obey the orders of the fairy Favourable.' Thefe 
words gave a check to Parcinus's rage, who to 
obey the princefs and the fairy, wifhed the prin­
cefs was in fafety againfl: the perfecutions of the 
cruel queen. He had fcarcely made his , wifh, 
bqt the earth opened between him and his rival; 
a little ugly man, magnificently dreffed, appeared, 
and made a fign to him to follow him. The de· 
fcent was eaf y on their fide, he went down on 
horfcback, with Irolita and Mana, and the flave, 
and the earth clofed. Brutus, furprifed at fo ex­
traordinary an event, went in hafte to give Da­
namo an account of it; and in the mean time our 
young lovers followed the little man through a 
dark road, that led to a large palace, lighted by 
fiarnbeaus and lamps. They 'llighted from off 
their horfes, went into a prodigious large hall, 
fu pported by pillars of fhining earth , covered with 
ornament! of gold; a little man loaded with jew­
els, fat on a throne of gold at the bottom of the 
hall, with a great number of people like hirnfelf 
about him, who conducted the prince to that 
place; who, as foon as he a pp-:ared with the chann­
ing Irolita, the little man arofe from his throne, 

and.. 
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· -and faid to him, 'Cdme, prince, the great fairy Fa­
' vonrable, who has been a long time one of my 

' friends, hath defired me to fecure you againfl: 

' the cruelties of Danamo. I am king of the Gno­

, mes, you and the princefs are welcome to my_ 
' palace: Parcinus thanked him for his a:ffillance. 

The king and all his fubjecls were enchanted at the 

beauty of Irolita; they took her for a fiar that 

came to brighten their abode, and ferved up a mag­

nificent entertainment. The king of the Gnomes 

paid them all manner of ref peel, in harmonious 

concert, but fomewhat wild was the diverfion of 

the ni.ght, where they fung the charms of Irolita, 

and repeated feveral times thefe verfes; 

What jlar is this that thus our fight invades, 
And darts Juch beams on the(e our g loomy }hades? 
Which, while its lu111·efondly we admire, 
Dazzles our eyes, and Jets our hearts on fire. 

After the mu!ic was done, they led the prince 

and princefs, each into a m c1 gnificent Room, and 

Mana and the faithful flave followed them. The 

next day they lliewed them the king's palace; who 

difpofed of all the riches of the earth; nothjng 

could be added to that treafure, which was a con­

fofed mafs of fine things unformed. The prince 

and princefs remained eight days in this fubterra­

neous abode: Favourable had ordered the king of 

the Gnomes, during that time, to m:ike the prin­

cefs and her lover gallant and magnificent enter­

tainments. The night before their departure, the 

king, to immortalize the memory of their refi­

dence in his empire, had their two fl:atues erected 

in gold on each fide his throne, on pedeflals of 

white marble, with th€fe words writ in letters of 

~.Hamonds on the pedefral of the princefs's fiatue; 
We 
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We de.fire no more the f ght of tlze f,m; 

fVe ba<!e feen this prince, 
Who is brighter and more beautiful. 

And on the pedefial of the princefs's fiatue: 

To the immortal honour 
Of the goddejs of beauty, 

Who dejcended here, 
Und,r the name oflrolita • 

.. 
The ninth day the prince had very fine horfes iiven him, whofe trappings were of gold, laid over with diamonds, and left, with his fmall troop, the dark abode of the Gnomes, after having paid his acknowledgments to their king, and four,d him­felf in the fame place where prince Brutus attacked him; and lookin g on his ring, perceived only the Silver and b rafs. He pu1 fued his way with the cha rmin g Jrolita, and haflencd to arrive at the ha­bitation of the fairy Favourable, where they were to be in fafety: when all on a fudden comin~ out·Df a vale, they met with a troop of Danarno'g e:uards, who were fiill in fearch after them, and ;ere jufl: re:.1dy to fall on them; when the prince wifhed, and prefently there appeared a great fpa ce of water between them and the fairy troops. A beautiful nymph, half naked, rofe up in the mi d­dlf! of the water, in a boat of ruD1es, laced toge­ther-, and making towards the fhore, deG.red the prince and his beautiful rniftrefs to come into it; who, with Mana ;:md the Dave, left their horfes in the field, and went into the boat, which funk under water, and made the guards think they chofe rather to drown themfelves, than fall into their hands. Immediately they found themfelves in a palace, the walls of which were great drops of water, which falling continually, made halls, 

., chamber s, 
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chambers, clofets, and encompaffed gardens, 

where a thoufand fpoutings of water, of odd Fi· 

gures, formed the defign of parterres. None but 

Naids could live jn this pal.ace, fo fine and fingular 

as it was; therefore to afford the prince and the 

fair Jrolita a m0re folid habitation, the Naid- t-hat 

conducled them, carried thtm i~to grottos offhell· 

work, compofed of coral, pearls, and all the riches 

of the fea. Their beds were of mpfs, a hundred 

dolpl1ins guarded Irolita's grot, and twenty 

· whales the prince's, The Naids admired at t!ieic 

return, the beautv of Irc,lita; and -moreover, a 

.Triton grew jea!o{1s of the prince's looks and care: 

they gave them in the prince's grotto, a collation 

of fine fruits; twelve Syrens came to charm, by 

their f weet Yoices, the trouble of the prince and 

Irolita, and fung the following fong ~ 

Wherever lnie our heart conveys, 
He makes us l,appy dijfirml rl!!ays: 

Pe1Jet:r lo·t'ers, trinmplz in you-r chains, 

.A,td ld y ur pqjfions ~ill furmouul your pc~i.'ns. 

At night there w:is an entertainment, conGO:ing 

wholly of fifh, of an extr,t01dinary fize, a11d ex­

qnifite tafl.e. After this rep:1f1:,' the Naids da .cd 

in h3.bits of firh-fcales of different colours, \\· hicb 

was very fine; bodies of Tri tons, with inftrumeuts 

t nknown to men, cornpofed a f ymphon y, which " as 

odd, but new and very ag reeable. Parci nus a11d 

the fair Irolita were four days in this em pir.'; the 

fifth_ day the Na ids came in crouds to conduc..'l. the 

Frir,ce and princefs; whi ch tw.) loYers went .int,J 

a Boat of one en tire fhell, and the NaiJs h-1lf out 

of the ~, ater, accompanied them to the ri\'cr- fi. le, 

where Parcinus found his horfesagain, and f t Lr· 

ward with f peed; when looking on hi s ring, he 

perceived only the brafs; but they were ~hen nigh 
Fa\1..'Ulal:,ie's 



PERFEc·r Lovir~ 
Favourable's palace. They tr-avelled three d11ys," when on the fourth, at fun-dung, they perceived men in arms, who, when they came near, appeared to be the prince Brutus and his troop, whom Da­namo had fent again to purfue them, with orders not to leave them~ if they found them, not to fiir <>ff the f pot, . where any thi·ng extraordinary ihould fall ,ouyand above all, to endeavour to engage_ the' prince /to fight. Dana mo knew very well, af t~r what BI. tus had told her, that a fairy protected the prince nd princefs; but her knowledge was fo great, t · at fhe def paired not of overcoming them by more powerful charms. Prince Brutus over­joyed to fee the prince and Irolita agajn, whom he fought after with fo much diligence, rid with his fword in his hand up to Parcinus, to endeavour to fight him, according to Danamo's orders. The young prince drew his fword with fo fierce an air, that Brutt1s repented raore than once of his under­taking; but Parcinus perceiving Irolita all ia tears, moved with compaffion at that fight made his foµrth wifh, and prefently their arofe a great fire up to the fkies, which feparated Parcinus from his enemy. This fire, made prince Brutus and his troop fall back. The young prince and Irolita, who were always attended with the faithful flave and Mana, found themfelves in a palace, the fight of which, being all fire, at fir.fl: frightened Irolita; but {he was foon encouraeed, when fhe perceived fhe felt no greater heat than that of the fun, and that this fire had only the flaming quality, and not thofe others, which render it infupportable. A great many young and handfome perfons, richly cloathed, came from whence the flames feemed to rife, to receive the princefs and her lover. One of them, whom they judged to be the queen of that place, by the refpects paid to her, faid, • Corne, • charming princefs, and you lovely Parcinus, you ~ ar,.e in the kingdom of Salamanders: I am the 

queen, 
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·(l queen, and with ple~fure am char.g_e.ct. -by Fae 
·, vourabJe·to contea·lyou [even days in my palace: 
·, ( wi fh only your abode here w~s to be longer/ 
After thefe words !he carried them in to a large 
apartment all on fire, like the refi of the palace-9 

and which gave as great a light as the fun. That 
'night they fopped with the queen, and had a no, 
·ble entertainment: after it was over, they went 
on a terras, to fee an artificial fire of ,vonderful 
·beauty, and a very fingular deG.gn, which was 
1)repared in a great court before the Salamander's 
palace. Twelve loYes were on pillars of marble, 
of different colours: Gx of them feemed ready to 
drawtheir bows, and the fix others held.out a great 
plate, whereon lhefe words were written in cha~ 
rn~ers of ·fire; 

Where'er fei,ir Irolite appears·, 
A glorious conquefl there Jhe bears: 
Our raging flames, and hptt~ft fire, 
Fall ./hurt of what her eyes infpir~ . 
So grea.t's the torment of dejire. 

The young Irolita blufhed al l1er own glory, and 
Parcinus was overjoyed that fhe vas thought as 
handforne as fhe appeared to him. In the mean 
time the cupids drew their a nows of fire, which~ 
croffing in the air, formed in a thoufand place 
the cypher 3nd name 0f Irolita, and c.irried it 
up to the he:nrens. The feven days they fia yed 
in this palace were fpent i11 ,pleafures and diver­
fions. Parcinus obferved, that all the Salamanders 
ba<l a great deal of fpirit, and a charming viva­
c~ y, were all gallant and amorous, and that the 
queen herfelf was not exempt from that paffion, 
fince fhe was in love with a young Salamander of 
exlraordinary beauty. The eighth day they left 
·Nith regret an Jbode fo agreeable to their . tenc 

E dernefs~ 

I 
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dernefs, a-nd found thernfel1 •es in a :fine field; 
where Parcinus, looking on his ring, found on the four metals mixed together, there words engraved: 

You wifhed too Joan. 

Thefe words afflicted the prince and young prin, 
cefs, but they we re.fa nigh Favour;:i b]e·s habitation, 
that lhey hoped to reJchitth ,.,t day. This th ought 

,fufpended their griel, they went forwards, calling 
on fortune and love, too cf1-en deceitful guides. 
The prince Brutus fol:< wed 1he fairy's orders, 
ne-:er flirred from the place wher·e the fire fepa­
rated therl:), bnt by encamped behind a wood, 
when his cent~nels, who kept continua] watch, in­
formed him that the prince and princefs appeared 
on the plain again. Ik rnounteJ his troc p, and 
came up by ni ght with the uufortunate prince and 
divir,e Irolita . Parcinus was not in the Ieaft dif­
mayed at the great r:.umber of thofe wh o attacked him all at c.nce : he flew on thc.m with a courage 
th a t tenified them: 'l fulfil my promife, fair 
' Irolita (faid he drawing his fabre) l will die for 
' you, or deliver you from your enemies.' After thefe words, he fc,uck the firO: he met, an d felled 
him at his feet: but, 0 grief unexpected~ that 
fabre which he had of the fairy, broke into a thou­
fand pieces. It was what the fairy expected from 
the combat with the young prince; for when fhe 
gave any arms, fhe charmed them in fuch a man­
ner, that when they were made ufe of againfl her­
feJf, they fh ould break at the fi1 fl bluw into a thou­
fand piece s. P :ircinus thus difarmed, could not 
long refifi the numbers that forruunded him: they 
took hi111, lc~<le.d him \,·ith chain s, and made the 
young Irolita undergo the fatnc fate. 0 ! fairy 
'Fayuu rable (cried the prinrn melamholy) aban­
, don me to all the rage uf Danamo, but fa ve the 

fair 
5 
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' fair lroilta• 'You have difobeyed the fairy (an­

' fwered a younp; man o'f furprifing beauty, who 

' appeared in the air) you muJ1: endure the pu-

, nifhmf'nt; if you had not been fo prodiga l of Fa-

' voura b[e's affifia nee, we had preferved yott 

' againfi the cruelties of Danamo. The whole 

' kingdom of the Sylpl1es are vexed that they had 
' not the glory of rendering fo charming a prince, 

' and fo beautiful a princefs, happy.' · After thi, 

he difappeared. Parcinus groaned at his impru­

dence; he appeared inienfible of his o,vn misfor­

tunes, but was cruelly agitated with thofe of Iro· 

lita: and the regret of having contr-ibuted to them,­

had made him to die away for grief, if fate had 

not prepared more cruel torments for him to un· 

dergo. The young Trolita {hewed_ a courage wor­

thy her illufirious blood; and the mercilefs B.,rutus, 

far from relenting at fo moving a fight, redoubled 

their calamities which he was partly the caufe of. 

He fepara ted them, and deprived them of the plea­

fore of complaining to each other without redrefs. 

After a cruel journey, they arrived at the wicked 

fairy's, who expreITed a malign joy to fee the 

prince and young princefs in a condition fo wor­

thy of creating pity in any otber breafi but her's; 

however, Azira had fome for flarcin'us, but durfinot 

£hew it before the fairy: ' I will (faid that cruel 

' queen, addreffing herfelf to the young prince) 

' ha, e the pleafore of revengin g myfelf on thy, in­
, gratitude: go, infl:ead of afcending the throne 

' my bounty defigned you, to the prifon of the 

' fea, where 1 will put an end to thy rniferable 

' life by the moft horrible punifpments.' ' I 
' chufe rather the mofi wretched prifon (replied the 

' prince, looking on her fiercely) than the favours 

' of fo unjuft a queen: Which words provoked 

her much more, who expecled to have feen him 

profirate at her feet. She made him be -carried 
E j away 
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away to the appointed prifon: Irol-ita cried in fee· iog hirn io ·; Azi,ra co.uld not refrain her Gghs; and all the court groaned fecretly at fo cruel an order. For the fair Irolita, the queen fen t her to the , caftle where fhe had .beer:i. kept fa -long, had her .carefully guarded, c1nd ufed her as inhumanly as fhe was capabJ.e of. 
The prince's prifon was in a tower in t11e mid fl: of the fea, built in a fmall defert ifle: there he was kept loaded with irons, and underwent all ima­ginable hardfh!ps. -y\lhat a place was this for a prince_ fit to ruk the whole world? the rernem ... brance of Iroli ta W?S his fole employ; he called <m Favourable only to her affifbnce, and willied a thoufand times to die,, to expiate th.e .crime he had committed: his faithful flave was put into the fame prifon, but had not the fatisiaclion of ferving hi!i i-l'lufirious rnafifff1 who had none but r-ude foldiers about him, devoted to t'he fairy; who, though obed ient to her, could, not but ref peel the unhappy­prince. Hi~ youth, 'beauty, and above all his cou­rage, touched them with an admir.9tion that made them look on him as a man fuperior to all others. The prudent Mana was treated in the cafUe with lrolita, in the fame manue:r as the faithful nave. :None but Danamo's creatures came n1gh the prin­cefs, who, by her order, excited iti her a frefh grief every moment, by te11ing her what th.e prince fuffered. The calamities of Parcinus made rhe princefs fornetirnes forget the remembrance of her own, anc.l renewed her tears in a place where fhe had fa often heard that charming prince fwear to her an eternal fidelity; ' Alas! (faid fhe to i herfelf, why was ym.:1 fo conf'tant, my dear prince~ ' indeed your infidelity would have cofl: rne my 1i'fe, ' but what Ggnified that? you would after that, 6 have been happy. Dammo, who took fame time to prepare a charm of extraordinary force, fent 

lroliti 
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JroHta, in' the morning, two lamps; one of Gold,. 

the other of cryftal; the golden one ,vas lighted, 

Dana mo ordered her not ·,to let one of theie two 

lamps go ou't, but told her,. ' She might keep· 

" which fhe pleafed lighted.' . Irolita an{wered,· 

with her natural f weetnefs, fhe finu·ld· obey her, 

without fo.aTChing into ihe Gg~,ification of it: Sne 

carried the two lamps carefolly into her clofet,. 

an::1 as the golden one was lighted, {he put it not out 

all th;it day, and Ji:ghted the other the next day; 

and fo continued to obey the fairy. She had kept 

thefe lamps fifteen days, when her health began 

fa diminifh, which fhe thought might be occ:1fioned 

by her grief? but when they tol.d her Parcinus was 

very ill,, her piercing grief,. and violent oppreffion,i 

raifed pity id all the women about · her. One 

night, wt1en they were all a f1eep, one of them 

went foftl y to the princefs> and feeing the cryftal 

lamp burning: ' \iVhat is it you do, great prin~ 

,. cefs ! (faid fhe to her) put out t-hat fatal light~ 

' your health depends upon it, preferve a life fa 

valuable, from the cruelties of Danarno.' Alas, 

& (replied the melancholy lrolita, in a languHhing 

"air) fhe has made it fo· miferable, that it is 'a 

'" kind of favour in the fairy to afford me the 

' Means· of putting an end ro it: but, (cootu1ucd 

6 fhe, with an emotion that brought a colour in 

'her face) wliofe life does that golden · brnp 

6 prev~il over? •· ' Parcinus·s (re>pli.ed Danamo'. 

"confident, who. f poke". to the prince rs by her 

order; for that wicked fairy had a mind to tor~ 

ment her, by letting her know how cruel her fa tc 

was. At this new5 the grief of having herfclf 

taken care to put an end to Parcinus's days, made 

her lay fome time infenfible; but when fh\: .ca~e 

to herfelf, and in recovering her fenfes, refumed 

her fornms. ' Odious fairy (faid fhe, when 

~ lli~ had .Power to f peak) barbarous fairy! 

. E @· ! is. 
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•·is not my death fufficient to appeafe thy rage 7 'but to be more cruel, thou mufi defhoy, by my 6 hands, a prince fo dear to me, who is dtfrrving ' of the tendereO: and rnoH perfecl love? but • death, a thoufand times more kind than thou, ' will fhortly deliver me Irom all the mifchiefs th-, ' rage ·invents, againfi a pafiion fo viole11t and ' faithful.' The young princefa cried continually over the fatal lamp, on which Parcinus's life de· pended, and lighted none but her own, which fhe iaw burn with joy, as a facrifice fhe offered up to her love and hver. All this time that unhappy prince was tormented with punifhments his cou­rage could not fupport; the fairy made the fol­diers, who guarded him, and feigned to be fenfible of that illufhious prince's farrows, tell him, ' That ' Irolita had confented to marry the prince Brutus ' in a few days after he was put into prifon, 'and .that the princefs feemed very well content ' with her marriage, at all the feafi:s that were ' made to celebrate it; and in fhort, that fhe was ' gone away with her huiband.' This was a misfortune the prince did not expecl, and was the only one that could be greater then his confiancy. ' What, my dear, Irclita, are you unfaithful to 'me (faid the fad prince) to be prince Brutus's? ' you have only bewailed my misfortunes, and ' thought of putting an end to thof e my tendernefs '@aufed you: but live happy ungrateful lrolita; I ' adore you unconfiant as you are, and will die for ' my love, though not permitted the honour of ' dying for m y princefs.' VVhiHl: the unfortunate Parcinus was thus affiicling himfelf, and the tender Irolita was waifiing her life to prolong her lover's, Dana mo was a fleeted with Azira's def pair, who died a wa y with grief at the. hardfhips of Parcinus. In fh'.)rt, the cruel fairy perceiving, that to fave 

her 



PtRFECT LovE. 

lier daugher's iife, fhe rrrnft pardon the prince, 

fuffcred her to go to fee him, and to promife him 

all he fhould name, if he would marry her; and at 

the fame time reiulved to have put Irolita to death, 

as foon a8 the prince had accepted the propofitions, 

The hopes of feeing Parcinus again, gave the me,. 

lanch.ilf Azira new life; the queen bid her fend 

to Irolit.1 for the lamp, that fhe might be fore it 

dicl not 5urn ; which 01·der fee med more cruel than 

all the refl to the forrowfu l Irolita. How great was 

her une1.Gnefs for the life of Parcinus? ,· Be not fo 

' concerned for the life of that prince, (faid the 

' women to her, who were about her) he is going 

' to marry the princefs Azira, and it is fhe who, 

' careful of his life, fends for the lamp.' The 

tormeur- of jealoufy, which was wanting among 

all her rnisfortunes, never till after thefe words 

had any fh:ire in her calam: ies . Neverthelefa 

Azira went to fee the prince , and offered herfelf 

and kingdoms to him, pretending to be ignorant 

that he had heard oflrolita's marriage with Brutus; 

by which example fhe would have convinced him, 

he had carried his cunftancy t -o far. Parcinus, to 

whom nothing w'.ls valuable but his beloved 

Irolita, prefered his prifon and fufferingc; before 

liberty and empire. Azi1a defpaired at his re4 

fufal, and her grief renaered her equally unhappy 

with that prince. 

During this time the fairy Favourable, who till 

then had boa fted of th~ inf en fibility of her heart, wa, 

not able to refift the charms of a young prince in 

her court, \Yho was in love \\'ith her; and thi-' 

fairy could not have refolved to liften to him, had 

not the p1'1de of her foul been overcome by thi1J 

violence of her pafiion. In fhort, fhe yielded to 

the deGre of letting him know how he triumphed. 

The pleafure of f peaking t0 wh;:it we love, feemed 

then fo charming to her, and fo worthy of being 

E ,1: defired.,, 
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d-efired, that approving what ihe had blamed' fo much, {he came in hafte to the Affiftance of Par• cinus :md the fair Irolita. 

Had fhe ilaid a little longer, it would have been, too late, the fatal lamp of lrolita had but fix days . to burn, and the griefof the unhappy Parcinus had almoflput an end to his days. Favourable arrjved at Danamo's palat'.:e; and as her power was fope· rior to hers, ihc would be obeyed in f pite of the wiGkeit fairy. The prince was fetched out of l1is prifon, from whence he would not ftir, till he was affured by Favourable, that the fair lrolita migh t frill be his. He appeared for all his palenefs, a:i liandforne as the day, and went ·with the fa i1 y Favourable to the princefs's caflle, whofe larnp ca:ft but a glimmering light. The dying Irolita would not confent to ha\'€ it put out, 'till fhe was affured of the fidelity of her happy lover. No words or expreffions are lively and tender enough, to give an idea of their joy to fee €ach other again. favourable made them inCT:antly refume their for­mer charms, and endoired them with a long life and conftant happinefs,· but for their tendernefo. fhe had nought to add to that. Danamo, outrage­ous to fee her authority defeated, killed herfelf, leaving the fatenf Azira and Brutus entirely to Iro­Jita, who took no other revenge than manying them both together. .Pai cinus w:,s generous as conft1nt, accepted only of his father's kingdom, and left t hufe ot Danamo's to Azira. 'I he nuptials .of the prince and divine Irolita, \\ ere fo!emnized with great mar-nificence; and aft".!r ha\'ing paid their acknowled6cnJetJt~ tu favourJble, and re­warded the flave, ;;nd prudent l\.1ana, they fet out for their kingdom; where the prince and lovely lrolita enjoyed the happintfs of a paffion, as tender and confhint in their pro[perity, as it was violent and faithful in their adverfity. 
THE 
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PRINCE.SS ROSETTA,~ 

UPON a time, tliere was a king and queen 

of a certain country, who had two fine boys, 

,diom the queen took fuch care to have well bred,. 

t hat they improved greatly. Her majefiy was 

never brought to bed, but fhe fent to invite the 

fairies to her labour., and begged them to tell her 

her child's fortune as foon as it was born. 

She became with child again, and was delivere-1 

of a daughter, fo very fair, that every one who 

fh w her was in love with her. The queen command"' 

@d the fairies to be very well treated; and when 

they were almofi ready to take their leaves of her, 

fhe defired them not to forget their goo:l cufiom, but 

to tell her what fhould happen to Rofet ta, . ( fo the 

infant princefs was called.) The fairies told her~ 

they had left their fcheme book at home,. and 

would come a not her time t1 fa tisf y her'O Ah, fays 

the queen, this does not prophef y gocrd; you1 

are not willing to tr0uble me with an unwelcome 

E [J, predi&on ~ 
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' Prediction: f peak freely I beg it of you ; let me ' know the worfl: of her fate; hide nothing from ' me.' They all defired to be excufed; and the more backward they were to tell her fortune, the more eager che queen was to know. At lafi the chief of them faid, ' We are afra-id, madam, Ro­fetta will be the caufe of a very great misfortune to her brothers, and that they will die for herfome~ -how or other. This is all thct we can forefee of ' the fair princefs, and we are very forry we ' have no better information to give you,' The fairies went a way, and !eft the queen fo melan­choly, that the king took notice of it, and de· manded the reafon. She anfwered, ' That fitting ' t00 near the fire, fhe happened to burn all the ' flax on her f pindle.' • ls that all (quoth the ' king':) So he i;CCs up into the garret, and fetched her more fbx than fne could f pin in a hun­dred years. 

The queen co'1tinued melancholy, and the king beinf; irqu ifitivc to know the caufe of it, inc re­plied, ' Tha t walking near the river-fide, fhe let ' one of her green fattin flippers fall into the ' water. 'Is th;:it a!l (quoth the king.') He prefently fet all the {hoe-makers in the kingdom to wo1 k, and brou~ht her ten tl10ufancl pair of p,rcen fattin flippers to m;ike up the matter. Still {he c mtinued as melancholy as ever. He afked her the: c3ufe of it again. She t0ld him, 'That 'e1t in g one d;iy wi th too hafty an appetite, fhe ' chanced to [wallow her wedding ring, which ' fhe had upon her finger.' The king knowin~ fhe did not f peak truth then (for he had Jocked tip the rin e-) faid to her, '~,Iy de>ar \\ifc, this can­• not be true, for J I av ~ your ring fafe under •leek and kev ;' and i e i .nrnediateiy went and frtched it. The q·1°en firidin..; fl,e was cau;h t in .iu u11trut\ one of the foLilefl crimes in Lhc world , 
to 
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to vindicate herfelf, confeffed what the fairies had 

foretold of little Rofetta, and defired him, if he 

could thtnk of means to pn:vent it, to let h~r know 

it. The king .was mightily concerned, and faid to 

the queen, he kne.w no way of preventing the 

deft:ru&ion of their two fons; but to. kill the child 

while :fhe was in her fwadd!ing clothes. His 

wife wifhed fhe might die herfelf firfi, and bid 

him contrive fame other means to fave their two 

boys, for fhe would never confent to that. 

The king and queen thinking of nothing elfe, 

fiudied fo many ways, that in t11e end _they 

thought they had found out one. The queen was 

informed that there was an old htrmit in a wood 

near the city, whofe dwelling was in a hollow 

tree, and that 11e was a wonderful perfon in mat­

ters of counfel. She therefore refolved to go and 

confult him, the farics not having told the re­

medy when they predi&ed the evil. She rofe one 

morning early, mounted on a little white mule 

fhod with gold; and was attended by two of her 

maids of honour on horfe-back, each upon a fine 

horfe. When the queen and her maids arrived at 

the entrance of the wood, they alighted, and walk­

ed on foot to the place where the old hermit lived 

in his tree. The folitaire did not like to fee wo­

men; but whenhefaw it was the queen, he cried, 

' you are welcome, what would you have of me?' 

She than related what the fairies had foretold hel­

of Rofetta; and ailed his advice in the cafe. He 

bcJde her fhut the princefs up in a tower, and 

never let her come out of it. The queen thanked 

him, gave him alms, and returned to tell the king 

her adventure. 

His rnajefty approving of the hermit's counfeJ, 

ordered a large tower to be built, and enclofed his 

daughter in it. There :fhe lived; and . that :fhe 

might not be weary of fo retired a life, the king, 

E 6 qneen, 
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qu~en,. and her two brother, vifit,d her ' e\'ery-­day. The eldefi of them was called the great prince, and the youngefi: the little prince, for dif­tine1ion fake. They loved their fifier rnofl dearly, for fht was one of the befi and mofi beautiful crea­tures in the world, and lhe leaft glance of hers was wortJt an hundred pounds. When fhe was fifteen years old, the great prince faid to the· king, ' Papa, they fay that my fifler is big enough ' to be married: fhall not we go foon to her wed­, ding?' the little prince f poke to the fame ef~ feel: to the queen; and their rnajefties amufed them with evafive :rnfwers, without taking n otice of the marri.ige·. 
At- · I aft the king and qµeen fell wry i 11, and died both in one day. Difmal was the fiate of-• the -court; . every one was in tears! . nothin,g was to be feen but black coats and gowns, and nothing to be heard but tolling of bells. Rofetta above all wanted to be comforted, for the lofs of fo good a mother •. 
\Vhen the king and queen were buried, the marquiffes and dukes of the kingdom conduc1.ed the grea t prince to a throne of G o1'd and dia-­monds, on which he afcended, had a royal crown put upon his head, and was arrayed in robes 0f purple velvet, embroidered with a fun and fiars. Then the whole court fhouted 1 ' Long fo·e the " king!' and their forr.ow for their late majeflies death was forgot in their joy for his prefent ma~ jefiy's fucccfEon. 
The king and his brother conferring together 1, fpoke to this purpofe: Now the power is in our 6 own hands, Jet us relcaf'e our iifl:er 01:1t of the ' tower, wherein fhe has already been too Jong ' fhu tu p.' It was no fooner faid than done. 'They had only a garden to crofs, and th(:'.y came to the tower, which was built in one corner of it, as 

high 
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nigh as it could be made; for the late king and 

queen refolved fhe fhould fiay there all her life­

time. Rofetta was then embroidering a robe in a, 

frame which ftood before her; but as foon as fhe 

faw her brothers, fhe rofe, and taking the king by 

the hand, addreffed herfelf to him in thefe words: 

' good morrow, fir; you are now king, and I a1Tu 

' now your poor obediint fervant; I beg you to 

' let me come out of this tower, for I , am quite 

'- tired with fiaying here.' She then burfi out into 

a flood of t ears. The king embracd her, bade· 

her not weep, for he came there on purpofe to fetch 

her 1hence, and carry her to a fine palace. The 

prince's pockets were full of f weet-meats, which 

he ::rave to Rofe tta. ' Come (fays he) let us leave 

' this filthy tower: do not a:ftlict thyfelf, the king· 

' will g~t thee a huiliand in a little while.' 

,vhen Rofetta faw the garden full of flowers,_ 

fruits, and fountains, fhe was fa ravifhed that fhe 

cou!J not fay a word, for fh e had never feen any­

thing like it b fore. She gazed about her as if 

fhe had been w-ild; fornetirnes walked, and fome­

times flopped: fhe gathered the fruits of the 

trees, the flowers in the borders. Fretillion, her 

little dog~ who was as green as a parrot, and had 

but one ear, danced ;;di the way before her, and 

jLtrnped and capered about as if he was as glad 2s 

his . mi fl refs that they were got out into the fre01· 

air. 
The companv were well pleafed with Fretillion's 

friiking and le:iping over the waH:s-; when all of a 

frd.den he r:in to a little wooJ. The princefs fol­

lowed her dog, and never was woman more aflo• 

,ni fhed than fhe was at the fight of a huge peacock. 

that {hutted as fhe approached him, and fpread out 

his tail. She w::ts fo charmed with him, and 

thought him fo \·ery fine, th:1t fhe could not take her 

eyes off of hiw... The king and prin,e followed . 
her,. 

• 
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her, afked what llie was fo taken with? fhe fhe wed them the peacock, and a-CT< ed _ what it was. They told her it was a bird which they forn etimes ea t of. ' How (faid fhe) are you fo cruel to kill and ea t fo ' lovely a bird ? I here protefi to you, that I will ' never m a rry with an y one but the Kin g of the ' Peacocks, and when I am q ueen , I will hinder ' your eatin g them.' T he king was furpri fed at this beyond m eafure: ' But, fi fie r, (repl ied -he) ' where will y ou fi nd the Kin g of the Peacoc ks ?' ' VVhere you pleafe (quoth the princefs,) but I ' n eyer m arr v an-1 one e lfe .' 

Upon th is the t wo brot hers con d ucted her to their pa lace> , whit he r the ·pea cock was brought , and carr ied to her bed-chamber, for fhe was mighti ly enamomed of him. Al l the ladies who had not feen Rofe tta, cam e t o w:::t it u pon her, and m ake their cour t; when fome brougbt her com­fi ts , others fugur -p!urnbs , others robes of cloth of gold , othe rs r ibbons, others toy s, others em­b roidered fh:-.es , adorr::ed wiLh pearls and dia­m onds : eve rybody gave her f0me thi n g to welcome her abroad; and fhe was fo very oblig ing , courte­ous, and thankful for what fhe ha d received at the hands of her vi(itants, tha t they al l of them wen t a wa y very well fati sfied . VVhilc fhe ·was ta l·co up with a great deal of company, the king and the prince endeavoured tv tiod out the King c..J the Pea­cocks, if there was any Iuch monarch in t be world. They thought it convenient to have their fifier's picture d ra \\ 11 , to fbew to the prince with the broad tail , if they fhcu ld h3 ppen to light upon him ; and it was ind eed drawn io be;,u tifull y, that it wanted f peech only to be as lo\'ely as the origi­n a l. \/\Then that was done, the two brothers t old the princefs, that fince fhe would marry n obody lJ1tt the King of the Peacocks, they would go together all oYer the world io fearch of him. If we find him , 
,, e 
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we will bring him to you with joy: in themean , 

time do you take care of our kingdom till we 

return. 
Rofetta thanked them for the trouble they took · 

for her fake, and affured them fhe would carefully 

govern the kingdom in their abCence; during 

which all her delight would be in the lovely pea­

cock in her chamber, and the tricks of the little Fre• 

tillion . So they bade each other adieu, not with­

out fome fhow ers of tears at parting. 

As they faid, they dd : the king and prince 

rambled up and down, afking every where for the 

King of the Peacocks ; nobody knew him. They 

went fo far, fo very far, that -nobody ever went 

farther. 
They arrived at the kingdom of Locufis, and 

never faw the like before , there was fuch a buz­

zing, that his mJjdly was afraid of lofing his 

hearin g; . He afl<ed one of them, who looked to be 

a locufi of parts, if he could tell where he might 

find the King of the Peacocks. ' Sir (replied the, 

l inf eel) hi, kingdom is thirty thoufand leagi1es 

' off; you have gone out of your way to it.' 

' How do you know that? (fays the king) ' Oh, 

' Gr, (quoth the LocuCT:J we know you very well, 

' for we come every year to f pend two or three 

' months in your ga? 1 ens.' Immediately the king 

and his brother became acquainted with the Locufi:, 

and many civil things paHed between them . They 

dined together, and his rn~jP.fi:y and his highneis 

t ook delight, in viewing the curioGties of the 

country, where the leaft leaf on a tree was w01th 

a guinea . \Vhen they had been kindly treated by 

their hofi:, they proceeded in their iourney; and 

knowing the way to the place thev were bound to, 

it was not long before they arrived at it . The trees 

were all loaded wjth Peawcks, and the number cf 

them fo great , that their chuckling might be hearrl. 
two 
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two leagues off. Says the king to his brother~ ,. lf the King of the Peacocks fhould be a Peacock ' himfelf, how can .our fifier pretend to have him· '· for a hufband? we fhould be made to confent to .. ' it; and what a fine alliance will fhe engage us ­,. in ! befides, what an. honour it will be to us to ' have a little Pea chicken for our nephew!' The­prince was as much concerned about it as the king •. 'It is a wretched fancy of her's (quoth he) wh'o c could put it into her head, that there ·was focl1 a f!rea ture upon the eanh as the King of the Peacocks?' ' \IVhen they arrived at the capital- €ity they faw it was full of men and women, but that their cloaths were all made of Peacocks feathers, which they met with wherever they came. They found the king taking the air 111 a rich little coach of gold and diamonds. This monarch wa s fo handfome, that the king and prince were charmed ·with him. His hair was fair, curled and lon l?;; his complexion fair alfo ;· and on his head he · wore a crown made of a. peacock's ta il. ,i\Then he ef pied them, he imagined by their drefs that they were fir::mgers: and to inform himfelf con­cerning them, 1lopped his · coach, and ordered them to be called to him. 
The king and prince approached him, made him a very low bow, faying, ' Sir, we are come from a , far country, to fhew to you a lovely picture?' and then pulled out that of their fifter, whirh they carried in a c2.f e. \Vhcn the King of the Pea• · cocks faw it, ' I do not believe ( fa id he) ther c is , fo beautiful a lady i!1 the univcrfe.' The kina- anfwered., ' She is a hundred times hand- -.::, 

&. fomer than he picture. 'You banter me (quoth , the monarch of the fine tailed nation.') "Tlie prince then took his brother's part. ' Sir (faid he) ,. my brother is a foyerejgn as v1ell as yourf elf: -
~he 
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G- !1e i3 c::illed the king, and I am called the prince:: 

"our fifler, whofe pi&ure you fee here, is named 

' Rofetta. \Ve are come to afk you if you will 

' marry her: fhe is handforne and di fcreet, and· 

t- we will give you with her a bufhel of crowns 0£ 

' g0ld,. ' S3y you fo (quoth the King of the Pea" 

' cocks) I w.ill marry her with aH my heart: but 

' be you fore tlut fue is as handfome as her pic1urc, . 

' for otherwife you fhall be both put to death.' 

' Agreed (replied Rofetta's two brothers.') ' Then 

'- here (fays the king to the captain of his guards) 

' put thefe two perfons into prifon; they fhall re­

• main there till the princefs anives.' The pri n­

ecs obeyed, ,vithout making any difficulty of it9 • 

for they knew Rofetta was handfomer than her 

portrait. 
During their confinement they were treated to a · 

wonder: the king came often, to vifit them, an1 

hung Rofetta's picture up in his palace, being fo 

enamoured ,,ith it, that he could not Deep night­

nor day, the image of the fair lady running al• 

ways in his mind. The king and the prince wrote 

from their prifon to the princefs by the pofi:, to 

come away with all fpeed, for the King of the 

Peacocks expected her. They did nut let her know 

they were prifoners, for fear of troubling her too. 

much. 
\i\Then fhe received the letter, fhe was fo over­

jo ·ed fhe could hardly cont:i.in herfelf. She told 

every body fhe met, the King of the Peacocks was 

found, and fhe was to marry him. Bonfires were 

prefently lighted throu~h a 11 the city: the. cannon 

difcharged; the choicefl: viands and fweet-meats 

were devoured by ca rt -loads ; and the prit:icefs for 

three days kept open houre, treating all her guefi:s 

with the richefr wines, After which fhe befi:owed 

her fine babies on her befi: friends, and, commit­

ting the govern:nent to the oldell and. wifefi per-
fos.s 
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fons crf the city r Hcornmending. to them to have a care of the !late, to fpend n,Jt hing, but to fave all they could for the king; packed up her baggage, and departed, leaving her Peacock behiod her, hnving given the regents a f.lr1& charge to be c.areful of him. Her dog Fretilllon, hc1· nurfe, and fofler-Gfl:crr were the only compc1nions cf her voyar:;e, for fhe ·went by fea. She carried with her the bulbel of cro vns of gdd lh zi t were to be ber pDrlion, and ch r1 nge of fuits fufikicnt to laft her ten years, at two foits a day. She did no~ thing but fing and dance: and her nurfc was al• ways enq·.1iring of the rn"!fier of the ve[fel, whether they were ne, t-come near the kingdom or the Pea­cocks? he fiill anf we red, ' N ,, no.' She afked him fiill, ' Are we now come?' ' Have a little pa­' tience good woman (quoth the tar) we fh a,1 ar• ' rive in good time.' ' Are we c.J me now? (fa.yr1 ' the nm fe ci g<1in.') ' Yes, you are come (replied ' the mariner.') And when he h1d faid it, ' fhe drew up near him, (eated herfelf down by him, and f poke to him thus: ' It is now in thy power to ' rnake thyf elf as rich as thou pleaf efi:; do as I ' would have thee, and thou fhalt have as much ' money as th r.., u wilt .' He anfwered, ' What mufi: ' I do for it?' ' I will give thee thy pocket full ' of guineas (quoth fhe',) ' Will you fo, fays the ' mariner, 1 defo-e no better f port; let us finger ' them as foon as you plez.i[e'. The nurfc wentt on, ' What I require of you in retnrn is, that this .6 night, when the princefa is a fleep, th<,u wilt • help me to throw her into, the fea; when fhe is .. ' drowned,. I will drefs my daughter up in her 'cloaths, and we will carry her to the King of ' the Peacocks, who will marry htr; and for thy ' reward thou fhalt have a di1mond bracele t. The mariner was {u1 pnfed at the nur[c's cruel propofaL ' It is pity (fald he) to drown fuch .a 

'fair 



' fair princefs.' But the wicked woman cured hit 

fcruples with a bottle or two of wine, and he a· 

greed to ferve her. 
About midnight, the princefs being fafi a!leep, 

with her little dog Fretilirm by her, the nude 

went to the mariner, and made him ~nter Rofetta'5 

cabin: They took her up, bed and all, and threw 

her into the fea, her fofter iifi:er lending her 

helping hand. The princefs did not wake with 

the {Hr they made, nor with the blow of the fall; 

but what was happy for her the feathers of her 

bed were phcenix's, which are very rare, and 

have that good quality, they never fink, fo Rofetta 

fwam upon her bed as fafely, and as much at her 

eafe, as if fhe- hacl been in the veffeJ. The water 

by degrees however wetted the matting firO:, and 

then the bed and blankets. The prir:icefs feeling 

the wet about her, was at firft a little alarmed~ 

but was quickly recovered. 

Her turning herfelf from one fide to the other 

waked Fretillon, who had an excellent nofe, and 

fmelt the foles and flounders that were near him : 

He fell a barking, fo that it waked all· the other 

fifh, who began to fwim about them. The g-reat 

fifh ran their heads againfi: the princefs's bed, 

which being fafiened to nothing, was toffed to and 

fro like a fhuttle-cock, My lady wondered what 

was the matter. 'How, (fays fhe) does our vef­

, fel dance fo upon the water? I never lay fo un­

, eafy in my life as I have done to-night.' Fre­

tillon in the mean while barked at the fifh fo 

loudly, that the nurfe and mariner heard him. 

'That r0gue of a dog (faid fhe) is, I warrant ye, 

' drinking our healths with his mifirefs; let us 

' not mind them, but make to port as faft as we 

' can:' And it was not long before they arrived 

at the King of the Peacock's capital, 
Th~ 
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The monarch ordered a hundred coaches>: drawn by ali forts of rare bea.fl:s, to meet the J?fincefs at the fea fide. Some w~re drawn by }'ions, fame by bears, fon~e by fiags, wolves 9• horfes, oxen, a.ffes, eagles, and peacocks. The co3 ch which Rofetta was to ri.de in, w.as drawn by :G.x blue monkeys, who capered and danced, and played a thoufa11cl pretty tricks: Thei.r harnefa was made of crimfon velvet, with plates of gold. The king commanded fixty yonng virgins to wait upon.her at hc.r arrival. They were dreffed in­all forts of colours;,, and filver and gold were the: leafl things about them. 

The nurfe had taken a great deal of pains to fet 0ff her daughter; D1e dre£fed her head with Rofetta's· diamonds, and clothed her in her fine.ft rcbes. But with all her finery fhe was exceeding ugly: . Her hair was black and greaf y; her eyes fquinted ; fhe was hump-backed, and of fuch an ill-humour, that fhe was. always a fcoiding. \Vhenthe King of the Peacock's fervants faw lier · come out cf the veffel, they were firuck dumb, with afl:onifhment. ' \Vho is h~re (quoth fhe) ' \Vhat 1 are yoa all fafi afleep? Go, go, . ye rafcals, "fetch me fomething to eat 1. or I wilt have you all, ' hanged: They were fiartled at her threats, and faid one to another, 'What filthy beafi is come 6
' amongfl us; :fhe is a5 ill-natured as ibe is ugly: · 6' Our king is finely helped up in a wife: there ' was no nee1.l of fending to tbe end of the world ' for fuch a lady as this is.' The pretended prin­ce[s continued her airs, and for little or nothing fell foul upon her attendants with her tongue and fiO:. . 
Her equipage being very great, fhe could not o fafi along. She lolled in her coach like a gueen: but the peacocks, who had pofied them­feJves on the trees thereabouts, to falute her, as 

{he-, 
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.foe p::iffed by, intending to wrlcome her with fh onts 

of 'Long Live the fair queen Rofetta,' when rh-'!y 

Jaw this fair creature, cried out., ' Fie, fie, how 

" ugly fhe is!' The jade, enraged at them, bid 

l1er guards kill thofe rafcally peacocks; dare they 

affront and rail at me! the peacocks laughed at 

;her and flew away. 
The rogue of a rnarir.ier, who faw what p:iffed , 

whif pered t0 the nurfe, ' ~1othcr we are in a forry 

' condition: your daughter fl1ould have been a 

' little handforner.' She replied 1 ' Hold your 

' tongue, you blockhead, or you \\'ill fpoil alt -

The king receiving Intimation that the princefs 

approached; ' vVell f.:iid he to his courtiers, have 

"' the two brothers told me truth? is fhe hand­

, fomer than her picture.' They anf wered, ' It 
' were to be ·wifhed, fir, that fhc would prove as 

·' handfome.' ' I defire no more, fays the king; 

-' let us go and fee what fhe is:' for by this time 

the mock princefs and her train were arrived in 

the great court in the palace, and the noife was 

foch, that he could not dillinguifh what they faid, 

only he could he:ir fome of the crowGl that were 

·ne:irell to him cry, ' Out upon her, now ugly 

' fhe is!' The king thought they f poke it of fame 

dwarf or monkey that fhe had brought along with 

Jier, for he could not imagine that it was ihe her­

felf they faid this of. 
Rofetta's picture was carriea before the king at 

the end of a long llaff, and his majefry followed it 
gr:ively with his barons, his peacocks, and the 

am baffadors of the f everal k ingdon;is refident in 

his cou,rt. The king was very impatient to fee 

his dear Rofett:i; but when he faw her ladyfhip, it 

was feared he would drop dovvn dead in the place: 

He fell in the moil terrible paffion that ever was 

feen ; he tore his garments, and would not come 

near her, be.ing afraid of her as if fhe had been a 

,fiend, and not a hua1an creature. 
6 IIave 
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' Have tbefe two villains, whom I have in pri• ' fon (faid he) had the impudence to make a jefr ' of me, and propofe a baboon to me for a wife? ' t,hey £hall die: go take that gipfey, her nurfe, ' .and he that brought them, throw them into thc: ' dungeon in my great tower; I will make ex­' arnples of them all.' 

In the mean time, the king and his brother, who were prifoners, hearing their fif1er was arrived and \yas ma king her public entry, had drdfed themfelves as fine as they could to receive her: but, inftead of opening their prifon doors to fet them at liber ty, the gaoler came with twenty foldiers, and carried them down into a dark.dun­geon, which was full of naftinefs and vermin, and where they flood ur, to their necks in water. No­thing can be imagined m ore dreadful to perfons of thei~· rank. ' Alas (faid they to one another) it is ' an unhappy wedding-day to us!' What could be the c:tufe of their fufferings they could not con.::eive1 only they faw their death was refolved on, and were both in a m oil deplora b le ftate of defpai-r. Three days paft over their heads, and they heard no tidings of any thin g. At laft the King of the Peacocks came, and railed at themithro' a hole. You have ufurped the title of king and nrince to deceive me, and impofe your ufter on I . 

me; but you are all a company of rafcals, that do not deferve the water that you drink: I fhall take a courfe with you: your judges are preparing for your trial, and the rope is making that is to hang you. ' King of the Peacocks (replied the king in ' a rage) do not make fo much hafi:e, you may ' repent it one time or other: I am a king as well ' as yourfelf; I have a large kingdom, royal ' robes, crowns and money in good fiore. You ' are merry fore, when you talk of hanging us: ' have we ftolen any thing from you?' 
Whts 
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vVhen the king heard him f peak with fo much 

refolution, he could not tell what to do: he had 

afmofl: a mind to releafe them, and fend them 

home with their fifter; but one ofhis favourites ( a 

true court flatterer) confirmed him in his defig11 

to have them tied up; otherwife, he faid, every 

body would fcorn him, to be tricked by fuch forry 

fell ows. He than fwore he would never forgive 

them, and ordered that they fhould be brought to 

a trial; which did not lafl: long, for there was no 

need of much proof : th~ portrait of the r_eal Ro­

fetta ,vas produced, as alfo the perfon of th<lJ 

counterfeit. The irnpo-fl:ure was phin: fo the 

two princes were condemned to be beheaded as 

cheats, for having promifed the king a ,beautiful 

princefs, and infiead of fuch a one, prefented him 

with an ugly wench hardly fit for his groom. 

The judges went in great folemnity to th€ 

prifon, to pronounce the princes frntence; who 

cried out, they had not put any trick upon him; 

that their fiGer was a prince[s, and as bright as 

the dav; that there mufl: be forne mi fla ke in the 

matte;; and de fired ref pite of execution for feven 

days, in which time their inll ocrnce might be 

made appear. The King of the Peaet cks, \\'ho 

was mightily enraged at them, could hardly be 

perfuaded to favour them fo Jar; but at !aft. he was 

prevailed with to fpare their lives [o long. 

\Yhile things went on thus at court, the poor 

prince[s Rofetta was in a mifer:ible condi ti0n. As 

foun as day broke, fhe was amazed to find herfelf 

i'n the middle cf the fea, and Fretillion in no lefs 

amnemenc th" n his mifl:refs. She wept, ~nd wept 

a:; if fhe rn°ant to fwen the ocean with her teals. 

'The fi{h who behelJ them, pitied the forrowful 

priqcefs. She knew not what to do, nor what to 

think. 'Certainly (faidfhetoherfelf) lw, sflung 

here by the King of the Peacock's order; he re­
, pents 
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' pents of marrying- me, and to get rid of me ' would have me drowned. He is a ftrange fo1·t ' of a man furely"l for I Jhould have loved him fo •11 well, and we fhould have lived fo comfortably ' together!' fhe than fell a weeping again more 1:han ever, for fhe could not he] p loving him. Two days i11e remained Boating upon the fea., foaked to the very bone, numbed with cold, and alrnoit ready to give up the ghofi: and indeed·, had it not been for the company of her dear Fre­tillion, ihe had died a hundred times in thofe two da·ys, if it had been poffible. She was very hun­gry; but fhe took up oyflers a.s many as fhe could 1 and [wallowed them. Fretillion did not love them, yet .is he-muft eat them or fiarve, it brought his fiom.ach too a Ii ttle. \iVhen night ·came, Rofetta 's fears increaf-ed; and quoth fhe to her dog, ' Bark, ' Fretillion, leaft the fifh eat us,' He barked al! night, and the current drove the princefa's bed on fhore-, near an old man's houfe, who lived alone in a little cottage, where ·nobody ever came to fee him. He was very poor, and <lid-not mind worldly goods, provided he had eafe an'd fuftenance. when he heard Fretillion bark he w::is furprifed, and -could n ot tell ·whether he vns awake or aDeep, their . being no dogs in his neighbour­hood. He imagined that fome travellers were got out of their way, and came out or his hu t with a charitable intention to put them into it. On a fudden he ef pied the princef.s and Fretillion fwi m~ ming on the fea; and tic prim:efs feeinghirn, held up her hand, cr ying out. 'Help me fath er, / ' or we fhall perifh: l have languifhed already ' thefe two d ays.' 

Whe1:i he heard 1:ier make that pitif u] moan, he was touched to the hea1t with compafEon, ran in to his houfe to fetch out a lon g pole wi th a crook at the end, to pull fhe bed aihore1 and went into the 
fc a 
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foa up to J;iis chin to hale her out, which not with­
"mt much difficulty aml danger he effected. Ro­
fetta and Fretillion rejoiced both when they fet foot 
on dry ground, She thanke_d the good mao for 
affifling her, and wrapped herfelf up in her cover­
lid; then, barefooted as ihe was, ihe walked t@ 
his cottage, where he lighted a fire of dry leaves, 
and took his late wife's bed:gow11, with fame 
clean ihoes and fiockings1 to clothe the princefs; 
who, thus dreffed like a country girl, looked as 
fair as the morning, and Fretillion le:iped a1rnut to 
tli vert her • 

.And wl1w the terils of the deep were o'pi·, 
fP-ith food Jupply'd the fainting fair a/hou: 
None ever Juch an 11:Jeful creature kn~re,, 
Or dog Jo fervicw 6le and Jo true. 
RofettJ, who Jo much had fuffered, Jpar'd 
T11e traitors,Jearful of their crime's rer 1ard. 
Learn ye, who have been injur'd, to forgive 
Like her, and to nflrain your vmgc·ance jlrive l 
Bejides that f ortune, 1ww your friend, 7//ay clum

0
e, 

~1 is greater to f orgive, i/;-an to revenge. 

The good old man perceived that Rofctt :i was a 
lady of quality, for the coverlid of her bed w::J 

cloth of gold and filver, and lier quilt of fa ttin . 
He begged her to tell him her adventures, and 
promifed not to fay a word, if fh e exac1:ed lilence 
from him, To fatisfy him, ihe told him th e whole 
Rory from one end to the other, ending her rf'­
lation with tears; for £lie fli ll believed that the 
king of the Peacocks had ordered her to be 
drowned. ' What ihall l get for you, that you 
'ma y eat? (quoth the old m 1n) fo gr(-at a prin­
, cefs as you mufi have been ufed to d~inties; and 
6 as for me, I havo nothing but my brown bre:.id 

F I and 
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' and turnips, which will be but a forry meal for 
' your highnefs: if you would give me leave I will 
' go ] Dd tell-the King of the Peacocks that you are 
' he1e; for certainly, ;;is foon as he fees you, he 
' will marry you.' ' Ah! (replied Rofetta) he is a 
'Vigue, he would have me drowned; but if you 
' have a little ba£ket , tie it abc,ut my dog's neck, 
'and he will be more unfortunate th an ever I l·new 
' him, if he does not fetch us fom eprovifions.' 
The old man brought out a bafket, and gave it the 
princefs, who tied it about Fretillion's neck, faying, 
' Go, iirr ;:ih , to the befl pot in the city, and 
' bring me what is in it.' Frctillion ran to the 
town, and the king"s pot being the beft, went 
firaight to the kitchen royal, opened the pot, took 
out what was within it, and returned to his mifhefs. 
Rofetta patted him on the back, and bade him go 
back and do his office again. · Fretillion returned a 
fecond time, fo loaded with bread and wine, 
fruits and fweet-rneats, that he could h<1rclly lug 
them a long. When the IGng of the Peacocks 
c;1lled for his dinner, the couk examining the pot 
that was over the fire, found there was nothing in 
it, and the defert W3S alfo miffing. The fervants 
of the houfehold fiared upon one an0ther, and 
could not guefs how it was gone. The King fell 
into a violent paffion: howeve r, he was forced to 
gJ without his dinner. ' \tVell, (fa.id he) let me 
' have fomething roafl:ed for fupper, or you fhall 
' pay for it feverely.' Supper-tin1e being come, 
fays the princefs to Fretillion, ' Go to town, and 
' fetch me the befi thing out of the bell: kitchen 
' there.' The dog who had b~en taught to fetch 
:rnd carry, did as his mi{l:refs commanded him; and 
knowing, no kitchen better than the king's, went 
thither, entered itfoftl './, and very dex trcuDy carried 
off the roaO: meat. He rctun1ed to the princef's 
with his ba.fket fall; and fhe commanding him 

agam 
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:.1,i;ain to do his office, he went to the pala~e again • 

• md ·brought away the defert a fecond time, 

The King having no dinner, had <t good Il:o­

m3eh to his fupper, and ordered it to be· readr 

early; but there was nothing for him, which threw 

him into a greater rage than before. He raved _ 

3nd fiormed, but all to no purpofe; the roafied 

meat was gone, and he was compelled to .'~O t(J 

bed fupperlefs. He was ferved the fame trick the 

next day at dinner and fupper: fo that his ma­

jelly lived three days without eating or drinking: 

for whenever he fat down, the meat ·was always 

miffing. TI1e chief favourite and minifier, who 

was concerned for the health of the King, hid him­

felf in a little cotner of the kitchen, and kept hia 

eye upon the pot that W3S over t~e fire. He had · 

not frayed there long, before, to hts great furprife, 

he faw a little green dog with one ear enter foftlyt 

open the pot, take out the meat, and pttt it into his 

ba{ket: he followed, to fee where he went: the 

clog ran directly to his mifhefs at the old man's 

:houfe. The favo1.nite returned to court, and told 

the king what he had feen, and that both his roaft 

meat and boiled meat was every day ca.rried to a 

poor peafant's houfe. The King was amazed at 

it, and commJnded the country man to be brought 

before him. The prime mi:qifier took fame fer"' 

jeants with him, and away they went to the pea­

fant's houfe, where they found the princefs and 

the old man at dinner, eating 11is majefiy's boiled 

and roafi: very contentedly. The favourite bade 

the ferjeants ap-prehend them: fo Rofetta, the old 

man and Freti!lion, were bound and led away to the 

palace. 
When they arrived there, word was brought to the 

King; who anfwered, to·morrow is the lafi: day 

that thefe two cheats have to live; let the thief 

F a wlt• 
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who robbed me of my dinner die with them. He then entered the hall of jufiice to try the crimi­nals; the old m:.n fell upon his knees, and pro­mifed to confefs all, if he would fpare his life. While he was f peaking the king looked upon the. fair princefs, and pitied her when he faw her weep: but when the old man declared that fhe was the princefs Rofetta, whom the wicked nurfe and mariner had thrown into the fea; though the King was faint enough with three days fafiing, he gave three leaps for joy, that fhewed his ma­jefiy could cut .a caper with the nimbleft of them. He ran to tbe princefs, unbound her, embraced her; and faid he loved her dearly. 

He prefently gave orders to bring forth the princes; who imagined it was to their execution, held d , wn their heads like condemned men. The nurfe and her daughter were alfo fent for. W!,ien they all met together, they all knew one another, The princefs threw her arms about her brothers necks: the nurfe and mariner begged pardon upon their knees. The king and the princefs were fo @verjoyed, that they forgave them. The good old countryman was Ubera11y rewarded, and 1iad an apartment in the palace, where he lived all his life-time afterwards. The King of the Peacocks did his utmofi to make the princes amends for their fufferings. The nurfe refiored lfofetta her rich robes and the bufhel of crowns of gold. The nuptial fdlivai lafted fifteen d,, ys; every one was pleafed, not excepting even Fre tillion, who would eat nothil-1g for the fa~ ture but the wings of partridges. 

The 

" . .. 
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THE MORAL. 

Heauen is our guard, and innocenac! its care, 

Nor need thejujl the worjf of dangers fear: 

lt pities the difencelejs virgin's grief, 

And fends her, when jhe calls, help and relief; 

It arms the Jureft fuccour and the heft, 

Dtliuers and .revwges the dijlrefs'd. 

When fair Ro Jetta on the waves was tofl, 

fF'hat hope hud ./he to reach the dijlant coafl? 

Who tliat had heard the billows round her roar 

C8uld think !he euer could have gain'd thejhore? 

Who would not have belier/d her lovely j{ejh 

Would be Jome hungry whal/s delicious Dijh.? 

Soft pity muff kave melted all his frame, 

To view the dangers of the .floating dame. 

Heau'n heard her cries, or foon jhe' d bun a prey 

7 o death and the fell monjlers of the jla, 

His part her litt le dog Frelillion play'd, 

Who Jrwpt thejrmy Jots to jcJue the maid. 

TW 

I 
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THE 

CURIOUS STORY 

W H I 1"' E M O U S E. 

I N the kingdom of Bonbobbin, which, by the Chinefe annals appears to have flourifhed twenty thoufand years ago, there reigned a prince, en­tiowed with every accomplifhment which generally tlifiin2;uifhes the fons of kings. His beauty was brighter than the fun. The fun, to which he was nearly related, would fometimes fiop his courfe, in order to look down and admire him. His mind was not lefs perfect than his bo9y; he knew all things. without having ever read; philofo· phers, poets, and hifiorians fubmitted their works to his decifion; and fo penetrating was he, that he <sould tell the merit of a book, by looking on the cover. He made epick poems, tragedies, and pafiorals, with furprifing facility; fang, epigram er rebus, was all one to him; though, it is obferved he could never finifh an acrofiick. In fh ort, the fairy who prefided at his birth, had endowed him with almoft every perfdlion, or what was jufi the fame, his fubjecls were ready to acknowledge he 
poffeffed 
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poffeffed them all; and-, for his own part , he knew 

nothing to the contrary. A pr i nee fo accomplifhed, 

received a name fuit3ble to his mer it: a nd he 

was called Bonbenin.bonbobbin-bonbobbinet, which 

:fignifies enlightener of the fun. 

As he was very powerful, and yet unmarried, all 

the neighbouring kings ea'rnefily fought his alli­

ance. Each fent his daughter, dreffed out in the 

m oH: magnificent manner, and with the mofl: fump­

tuou s retinue ima ginable, in order to allure the 

prince: fo th :i t, at one time, there were feen at 

his court, not lefs than feven hundred forei gn 

princeffes, of exquifite fentiment and beauty, each 

alone fufficient to make feven .hundred ordinary 

men happy. 
Difiracred in foch a variety, the generous Bon­

benin, had he not been obliged by the laws of the 

empire to make choice of one, would very wil­

lin gly have married them all, for none underfiood 

gallantry better. H e f pent numberlefs hours of fo­

licitud e, in endeavouring to determine whom he 

fh ould choofe; one lady was poffdfed of every per­

fect ion, but he di!liked her eye-brows; a not her 

was brigher than the morning Ihr, but i1e dlfap­

p roved her fan g whang ; a third did n et lay w.hite 

e nough on her cheek ; and the fo rth d id n ot fuffici­

ently blacken her n a ils . A t ];1 ft, afte r numberlefs 

difappoin t m en ts on the one -fide and the othe r , he 

rn::ide choice of the incomparable Nanhoa, queen. 

of the fcarlet dragons . 

The preparations for the roya l n u pt ia ls, or the 

envy of the difappointed ladi es , needs no d ef­

cr ipt ion; both the one and the other were as great 

as they could be . The beautifu l princefs wa s 

conduc1:ed , arn i<lfhdmiring multitudes to the royal 

couch, where, after being d ivel.l:ed of every in­

cumberi ng ornament, he came more cheerful 

than the m orning; and, printing on her lips a 

F 4 burning 
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burning kifs, the attendants took this as a proper fignal to wi:thdraw. 

Perhaps I ought to have mentioned, in the be­ginning, that among feveral other qualifications, the prince was fond of collecling and breeding mice, which being an harmlefs pafiime, none of his counfellors thought proper to diffuade him from; he therefore lc,ept a great variety of thefe pretty little animals, in the mofi beautiful cages, enriched with diamonds, rubies, emeralds, pearls, and other precious fiones: thus he innocently fpent four hours each day in contemplating their inno- ' cent little paflirnes. 
But, to proceed-The prince and princefs were now retired to repofe; and though night and fecrecy had drawn the curtain, yet delicacy re­tarded thofe enjoyments which paffion prefented to their view.-The prince happened to look t0-wards the ot;itfide of the bed, perceived one of the moft beau}iful animals in the world, a white moufe witli green eyes, playing about the floor, :and performing an hundred pretty tricks. He was already mafier of blue mice, red mice, and mice with green eyes, was what he long endeavo1:1red to poffefs: wherefore, leaping from bed, with the ut­mofi inipatience and agility, the youthful princ~ attempted to feize the little charmer; but it was fled in a moment; for, alas! the moufe was fent by a difcontented prim:efs, and was itfelf a fairy. It is impoffible to defcribe the agony of the prince upon this occa[ion. He fought round and round every part of the room, even the bed where the princefs lay was not exempt from the enquiry: he turned the princefs on one fide and the other, :firipped her quite naked, but no moufe was to be {Jund ; the princefs herfelf was kind er,iough to affifr, but fiill to no purpofe. 

Alas, 
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' Alas, (er\ ed the young prince in an agony) 

' how unhappy am I to be thus difappointed ~ 

' never fore was fo beautiful an 3nimal feen: I 

' would give half my kingdom and my princefs to 

' him' that would find it.' The princefs, though 

not much pleafed with the latter p3rt of his offer, 

endeavoured to comfort him as well as fhe could: 

{he let him know that he had an hundred mice al­

ready, which ought to be at leafi fufficient to fatisfy 

any philofopher like him. Though none of them 

had green eyes, yet he fhould learn to thank hea­

ven that they had eyes. She told him (for fhe was 

a profound rnoralifi) that incurable evils mufi be 

borne, and that ufelefs lamentations were vain, 

and that man was born to misfortunes: fhe even 

entreated him to return to bed, and fhe would en­

deavour to lull him on her bofom to repofe: but 

frill the prince continued inconfolab1e; and, re­

garded her 'rvith a fiern air, for which bis family 

was remarkable; he vowed never to Heep in a royal 

palace or indulge himfelf in the innocent pleafures 

of matrimony, tiH he'1lad fou nd the moufe with 

the green eyes. 

"Vi' hen morning came, he publifhed an edi&, 

offering half his kingdom, and his princefs, to that 

perfon who fhould catch and bling h·m the white 

moufe with green eyes. 

The edict was fcarcely publifhed, when all the 

traps in the kingdom were baited with cheefe: 

nurnberlefs mice were taken and defiroyed: but 

fiill the much wifhed for mouf e was not among the 

number. The privy council were aifembled more 

than once to give their advice; but aU their de­

liberations came to nothing; even th0ugh there 

were two cor:n? ete vermin-killers, and t'. ree pro• 

fefTed r at-catch rs of the number. Frequent ad­

dreffes, as is ufu~l on extrar rdinary occafions, 

were fent from all pa t of the empire; but 

f 5 tho ~h 
l 
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thoblgh thefe promifed well, though in them he re­ceived an affurance, that his faithful fubjects would affift in hi3 fean:h, with their lives and fortunes, yet, with all thei1.: loyalty they failed, wh~n the time came that the rnoufe was to be caught. The prince, therefore, was refulved to go him· felf in fearch, determined never to lay two nights in one place, till he had found what;)1e fought for. Thus quitting his palace, without attendants, he fet out upon his journey, and travelled through many a defert, and croffed many a river, high over hills, and down among vales, ftill refilefs, :f1ill enquiring wherever he came: but no white moufe was to be found. 
As ·one day, fatigued with hig journey, he was fhadi.ng himfelf from the heat of the mid-day fun, under the arching branches of a banana tree, me­ditating on the object of his purfuit, he perceived an old worndn hideouDy deforrne:d, approaching l1im: by her fi.oop and the wrinkles of her vifage, fhe fremed at lea.fl five hundred years old; and t he fpotted toad was not mm e freckled than wai her fkin. ' Ah! prince Bonbenin-bonbobbin-bon­' bobinct (cried the creature) what has led you fo • rn;rny thnufand miles from your cwn kingdom? ' what is it you look for , and what induces you to ' travel into the kingdom of the emmits ?' The 1 rince who was exccffively complaifant, told her -the whole .flory three times over, for fhe was hard of hearing. 'Wellfaidthe oldfairy, (forfuch fhe ' was) I , promife to put you in poffeffion of the • '\!VhJtf·Moufe, with green eyes, and that imme­' diately too, upon one condition-' 'One con­• dition (continued the prince in a rapture) name ' a thoufand; I fhall undergo them all with pie a­' fore.' ' Nay (interrupted the old fai1 y) J afk ' but one, and that not nry rnortifyine; neither; ' it is only that you infiantl y confen t to marry me. 

It 
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It is impoffible to exprefs the Prince's confufion 

at this demand: he loved the moufe, but he de­

tefted the bride; he heGtated; he defired time 

to think upon the propofa l. He would have been 

glad to confult his friends on fuch an occafion. 

4 Nay, nay cried the odious fairy, if you demur, 

' I retrac1 my pnmife; I do not defire to force 

' my favours on any man. Here, you my at­

' tend ants (cried fhe, !tamping with her foot) let 

' my machine be driven up: Barbacela, queen 

' of Errimets, is not ufed to contemptuous treat­

' ment.' She had no fooner fpoken than her 

fiery chariot appeared in the air, drawn by two 

fnails; and D1e was juft going to fiep in, when 

the prince reflected, that now or never was the 

time to be in poffeffion of the white rnoufe; ar.d 

quite forgetting his lawful princefs, Nonhoa, falling 

on his knees, he implored forgivenefs for having 

tafhly rejec1ed fo much beauty. This well-timed 

compliment in{bntly appeafed the angry fairy. 

She affected an hideous leer of approbation, and 

taking the young prince by the hand, conduc1ed 

him to a nei~hbouring church, where they were 

married tobether in a moment. As foon as the 

ceremony was performed, the prince, who was to 

the laft degree, ddirous of feeing his favourite 

rnoure, reminded the bride of her promife. ' To 

' confefs a truth, my prince (cried fhe) Im, felf 

' am that very white moufe you faw on your wed-

, ding nigh t in the royal apartment. I now 

' therefore giYe you your choice, whether you 

' would hJve me a moufe by day, and a woman 

' by night , or a rnoufe by night, and a woman 

' by day: Though the prince was an excellent 

€:1foiO:, he was quite at a lofs how to determine; 

but at la/1 thou~ht it moO: prudent to have recourf e 

to a blue cat, that had followed him from his own 

dominions, and frequently amufed him with its 

F 6 converfation, 
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108 The STORY of the VVHI TE Mousi. converfation, and affified him with its adv ice: in fad this cat was no other than the faithful prin­cefs Nanhoa herfelf, who had fhared with him all his hard_{hips in this difguife. ' By her -in{huclions he was determined in his choice; and, returning to the old fairy, pru­dently obferved, that, as fhe mufi have been fen­fible he had married her only for the fake of what the had, and not for herperfonal qualifications, he thought it would, for feveral reafons, be mofi con­venient, if fhe continued a woman by day, and appeared a moufe by night. The old fairy was a good deal mortified at her Jmiband's want of gallantry, though fhe was re­!u&antly obliged to comply; the day was there:­fore fpent in the mofi: polite arnufement, the gentlemen talked, the ladies laughed , and were angry. At laft the happy ni ght drew near; the blue cat fiill fiuck by the fide of its mailer, ancf even followed him to the bridal apartment. Bar­bacela entered the chamber, wearing a train fif­teen yuds long, fupported by porcupines, and all over befet with jewels, which ferved to render her more detefiable. She was jufl: ft:ep(1ing into bed to the prince, forgetting her promife, when he in­fifted upon feeing ber in the fha pe of a moufe. She had promifed, and no fairy can break her word ; wherefore affuming the figu re of the moft beauti­ful moufe in the world, fhe !kipped and played ~bout with an infinity of amufement. The prince · in an agony of rapture, was <lefirous of feeing his pretty playfellow move a flow dance about the ioor to his own finging; he began to fing, and the moufe immedia-tely to perform with the mofl: perfect lmowfadge of time, and the finefi grace and greateft gravity imaginable: jt only began, for Nanhoa·, who had long waited for the oppor­tunity,, in the {hape of a cat, flew upon it in-
ftantl y, 
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fiantly, without remorfe, and eating it up in the 

hundreth part of a moment, broke the charm,­

and then refumed her natural figure. 

The prince now found that he had all along 

been under the power of enchantment; that his 

p:iffion for the White Moufe was entirely ficl:ious , 

and not the genuine complexion of his foul: he 

now faw, that his earneftneis :ifter mice was an illi­

beral amufement, and much more becoming a 

rat-catcher than a prince. All his meanne!fes 

now fiared him in the face; he begged the prin• 

cefs's pardon an hundred rimes. The princefs 

\'ery readily forgave him; and b::ith returned to 

t heir palace in Ban bobbin, lived very happily to­

gether, and reigned many years, with all that 

wi(aom, which by the H:ory, they appear to 

ha\'e been poffefled of. Perfeclly convinced by 

th~ir former adventures, that they who place their 

aHedions on triHes at firfl for amukment, wil-1 

fi nd thoie trifles :i.t lafl become !'heir moil ferious 

concern. 

..., 

THE 

'S ·TORY 

OF 

R I N C E S S V E R E N A T A. 

I T happened upon a time, there was a certain 

king and qufen, who had feveral children, but 

they all diea; and the king and queen were fo 
rniihtily 
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mightily troubled at it,· that never any body could 
be more fo. Their coffers were all full, and they 
wanted only children to leave their treafures to. 
Fi\-e y~ars were pafl: fioce the queen had a child, 
and all the world believed fhe would have no more, 
becaufe fhe affiic1ed herfelf too much for thofe 
pretty princes which fhe had buried. 
- But at lafl: {he was with child, and all her 
thoughts, night and day, were what fhe fhould 
do to preferve the royal infant when it was born, 
what narn ., ibe fhould give it, what clothes, what 
babies, and play things provide for it. 

Proclamation was made, and orders fet up in 
all places, that the beCT: mirfcs jn the kingdom 
:fhould come to court, that tl:ic queen might chufe 
one out of them to nurfe the expected babe. Im· 
mediately the good women came from all quarters: 
the. court ·was full of nurfes, with their little 
children in their arms. The queen being one 
ciay walking to take the air in ;;. neighbouring 
wood, and the .king with her, ihe fat down to 
rdl herfelf, and faid to his m :i jef1:y, ' Sir, pray 
' give orders that all thofe mirres be brought 
' hither, that we m::i.y make choice of one of them, 
' for al! the cows we have will not vield milk 
' enough t_o mal-e pap for the children, they have 
' brought with them.' ' V cry well, my dear (re­
' plied the king') and {height he commanded that 
the nurfes ihould come to them. They accord­
in gly came , one after another, and made each a 
fine courtf y to their majeO:ies. Then they fl:ood 
along in a row, and the king and queen furveyed 
them in general firfi, and afterwards in p3rticular; 
they examined their fre[h complexions, their white 
teeth, and their breafl:s full of milk. Am ong 
the refi came an 1!1gly jade drawn in a wheel-bar­
row by two nafl:y dwarfs: fhe was a cripple, and 
fo crooked that her chin and knees almofi met. 

She 
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She had a great wen in her face; fhe fquinted, 

and her fkin w1s as black as ink: fhe held fome­

thing in her arms like a little infant monkey, to 

which D1e gave fuck, and fpake a jargon that no­

body underfiood. She aFproached their rnajeft:i :s 

in her turn to offer her fervice, but the queen bid 

her.be gone; 'Get ye hence, you filthy bea1t ! (quoth 

,. her rnajefl:y ;) what put it into your head of fuch 

' a creature as thou art to come hither ? if th0u 

' daft not get thee aw:iy infhntly, I fhall order 

' thee to be dr:iven after another rn.ilnner.' The bel­

dam muttered to herfelf, and retreated to an old 

tree, where :l11e lay in a crevice of the trunk 

and faw all that paffed. The queen thinking no 

rno:·e of her, chofe a handfome young woman to be 

her nurfe; but as foon as :l11e had named her, a 

horrible fnake, which lay in the grafs, fiung her 

in the foot, and fhe fell down as if fhe h:id been 

dead. The queen was very forry for the accident, 

and made choice of another. She had no fooner 

done it, but an ~agle which flew over the nurfe's 

head with a huge turtle in her cbws dropped it on 

the woman's head, and broke it in pieces as if it 

h.ad been glafs. The queen w3s morf' concerned 

at this accide.nt than the other ; yet fhe chofe a 

third nurfe for the child that w::is to be bl)rn; and 

this woman running too h::iftily towards her, fell 

down ag:iinfr the ftu 111p of a tree, ar,d firuck her 

eye out. ' Alas! (fays her majefiy) I fee this is 

' an unfortunate day; I cannot pitch upon a 

' nurfe, but prefently fame mifchief comes to her: 

' let a furgeon be fent for to lo:)k after them.' So 

{he arofe from her feat, and was returning to the 

palace, when fhe heard fornebody bugh aloud; 

and turning back, fhe efpied the old deformed bel· 

dam behind her, like a baboon's mJ.te, with lier 

young ape in a wheel-barrow. She lai.1ghed at 

the whole company, and at the queen in particu-
lar; 
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Jar: which fo enr9ged her majefi:y, that fhe would have fallen upon and beaten her, very much fuf­pe&ing that £he had been the caufe of the mif­chiefs that had befallen the nurfes. But the jade firud thrice with her wand, and the dwarfs were immediately chan ged into dragons, the wheel­barrow into a chariot of .fire, and away lhe flew into the 3ir, threatening what fhe would do to all of them, and making dreadful cries. ' Alas, ' . (faid the king) we are undone! it is the fairy ' Car,aboffa; the wretch has hated me ever fince I ' was a little boy, for playing her a trick once, • and throwing fome brimfione into her porridge: • fhe vowed to ·b_e revenged, aml has from that ' time taken al) opportunities to exercife her • vengeance upon me.' The queen wept, and re­' plied, ' H ad I known who fhe was, fir, I had • given her good words, and endeavoured to have ' made her my friend. This misfortune will cer· • tainly be the death of me.' \II/hen the king faw -fhe grieYed fo much about it; he !hove to comfort her, though he wanted comfort himfelf. ' Corne, ' my dear (fays the mona rch) let us go and con· • fult our council upon the matter.' He then took her by the arm, and held her up as lhe walked home, for fhe trembled fiill at the thoughts of the danger fhe was in from Caraboffa·s re­venge. 
,iVhen their majefi.ies returned to their palace, the.y fummoned their chief councellors to attend them in their chamber. The doors and windo\\"S were fhut very clofe that they might not be over­heard; and it was gravely refolved, that all the fairies a thoufand leagues about fhould be in­vited to the queen's labour. Couriers were dif­patched, and very civil letters written to the fairy ladies to defire them to come to her ma­jefiy's crying-out, and to keep the matter fecret, 

for 
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for fear Caraboffa iliould hear of it. To fatisfy 

them for their trouble, each of them was prornifed 

a waifi:coat of blue velvet, a petticoat of crimfon, 

fome pink fattin, flippers of the fame colour, 

fame gilded fciffars, and a needle-cafe full of fine 

needles. 
As foon as the meifengers were departed, the 

queen and her maids fet to work to provide 

the things that were promif ed to be given the 

fairies. She knew feveral, but there came only 

five. They arrived in the very moment that the 

queen was brought to bed of a princefs. The 

fairie~ wauld give her each a bleffing: one en­

dowed her with perfect beauty; another with an 

jnfinite deal of wit; a third with a talent to fin.g 

admirably: a forth with a genius to write well 

in profe and verfe. As the :fifth was going to 

f peak, they heard a noife in the chimney like 

that of a great fi:one falling down from the top of 

a fi:eeple, and Carabof.fa appeared all over in a 

f weat, crying out, ' And I alfo endow this little 

• creature; 

' Mifchiej !he foall give and take 
''Till her years doth twenty make.' 

The queen, who was in her bed, fell a weep· 

ing at thefe words, and begged Caraboffa to pity 

the poor innocent princefs. All the fairies did the 

fame; faying, ' Pray, fifl:er uncharm her.' But 

the ugly wretch was inexorable, and would not be 

perfuaded to it. So the fifth fairy who had faid 

nothing, to make up the matter, endowed her 

with a long happy life, after the time of Cara­

boffa's curfe was expired. The beldam fairy did 

nothing but laugh at them, fung fome fangs in 

contempt of them, and mounting her invifible 

tiar, returned as {he came, through the chimney. 
All 
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-.All_ the fifl:ers were in great confiernation: th~ poor queen was at death's dom\ fo clofe had Ca­ra boffa ;s wayward charms ft ruck her. H owever, ilie gave the fairies what fhe had promifed them, ~md added Lme ribbons, of which they are very fond. The courtiers made much of them; and the oldeft of them, when :fhe went away, advifed the ·queen to let the princefs be kept in fame place or other till fhe was twenty years old, where :fhe might be feen by none, except by her woman, who fhould be com manded to keep her locked up clofely. U pan this the king ordered a tower to be built, clofe and fafl: at top, and no windmvs to it, with only a lamp burning within it. The way to it was through a valley, which ran along a league under ground. The nu rfes and gover­nants had every thing they wanted conveyed to them by this dark paff;:ige; and every twenty paces there was a fl: ro ng dooi·, and guards fct to watch. The princers was called Vereoata, becaufe the rofe and the lily joined in the colour of her complexion, which was as frefh and fair as the face of the fpriQ g. As fhe grew up fhe be.came a wonder in all the perfeciions with which the fairies had endowed her. The mofi difficult fci­en ces were as foon learned bv her as the ·mofi eafy; and fhc was fo beautif~ l and fa well £ha ped , that the kin g and queen always wep t for joy whe:11 they [aw her. She be~ged them fame­ti mes to fiay with her , or to fuffer her to go out with them ; for fhe ,vas tired, though fhe could not tell why ; but they always excufed thcrnfelvcs. Her nurfe, who had li\1ed with her from the h0ur of her b~rth , and did not want wit, ufed to tell her what the world was, and fhe prefcntly comprehended it asrnuchasiffhehadfeenit. The king faid to the queen, ' iv1y dear, Caraboffa will 
f bo deceived, and our Verenata will be happy in 

f pitc 
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• fpite of all her,prediclions.' And· the qtle·en wai 

rxtremely pleafed, to think how the¥ il1ould baulk 

the mifchievous fairy's malace. They had or­

-0ered Verenata's piclure to be drawn, and fent -fe· 

veral of them to all the courts they could think of; 

for the ti me of her releafemen t a pprnached, and 

they refolved to marry her, fhe be1 ng within four 

days of twenty years of age.. The court and 

city prepared rejoicings for the day of the prin­

cefs's liberty; _ and the public joy was increafed 

by news that ki.ng Merlin had defired her in mar• 

riage for his fon. Fanfarinet, Merlin's ambaffa­

dor, arrived to demand her; and her nurfe having 

reprefented that nothing in the world was fo fine 

as his entry would be, the princefs longed paffiun­

ately to fee it. ' How unhappy am .T (faid fhe) to 

' be locked up jn a . dark tower! I have never 

' feen the heavens, the fun, nor H:ar3, of which I­

• have heard fuch wonders: I have never feen a 

' horfe, an ape, or a lion, unlefs it be in paint• 

' ing. The king and queen told me I fhould co1J1e 

! out when I was twenty years old, but they only 

'faid it to amufe me, that I m;iy be patient. It 

~ is plain, I am defl:ined to peri:fh here, without 

' having given offence to any one.' She then 

wept fo bitterly that her eyes f\,velled in her head: 

her nurfe, her fofter-fifier, her dreffer and 

rocker, and all her women who waited tlpon her9 

loved her entirely, and wept as much as fhe-to fee 

her weep. The whole company were alm ofi: 

drowned in tears, a11,d choaked with fighs. Ne­

ver was farrow fo complete. And the princefs ob­

ferved that they were all mightily concerned for 

her, took up a knife, threatening them, if they did 

not con t rive fame way or other for her feein g Fanfa­

rinet's public entry, {he would firike it to her heart. 

She added, n either the kin g or q ueen fhould ever 

know it.: confider with yourfelves, had you r ather 
I !hould 
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I fhould fiab myfelf here, than give me the fatis­faclion I defire of you? at thefe words, the nurfe and the other attendants broke out into tears, weeping and fighing; and they refolved they would get her an opportunity to fee Fanfa­rinet, or die in attempting it. They confulted the whole night how to bring it about, but could not think of the means to effect it. The princefs, who was eager to fee the fight, animated them in their confultations, by faying, ·' Never tell me you love ' me again; if you did, you would find out a way ' to oblige me in this one requefi. I have read, ' that love and friendfhip furmount all difficul­, ties.' At lafi they came to a refolution, to dig out a hole in the tower on that fide of the city where Fanfarinet was to make his entry. They took down the princefs·s bed, and all of them were employed night and day in the bufinefs they had undertaken. They firfi fcraped off the plaifter, and then took out the Rones. They removed fo many, that a little hole was at lafi made, not fo big as the eye of a needle, through which the light appeared; and that was the firft time fhe faw it: it dazzled her, and fhe gazed at it continually. The women could not widen it, fo fhe was forced to be content with what they had done; and looking through it fometime, at lafi Fanfarinet came by at the head of a noble train. He was mounted, on a fine horfe, which danced to the found of trumpets, and curveted to a miracle. Before him marched fix muficians, playing upon flutes, and fix hautboys, which anf wered one another by echos ; then followed trumpets and kettle­drums. Fanfarinet had a coa t on embroidred with pearls: his plume w:is of carnation colour: he could hardly be feen for ribbons and diamonds, which were notl fo rare in thefe count ries as i11 eu.-r·s, king Me.rlin having whole chambers full 

of 
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of them. In a word he made fuch a !hining fi. 

gure, that the light did not feem brighter in the 

princefs's eyes. She was fo firuck at the fight, 

that £he no longer remained mifirefs of herfelf; 

and having thought of it a little, £he declared fhe 

would never marry any man but Fanfarinet, for it 

was not likely that his mailer could be fo ami­

able as he. She faid, her education had cured 

her of ambition, and it would be-no hard matter 

for a princefs, who had been bred up in a dark 

tower, to retire with him to a country houfe, if 

they were driven to it: that £he had rather live 

~pan bread and water with him, than have all the 

rarities in the world with another. In fhort, fhe 

f poke fo heartily, that her women began to be 

more alarmed than ever, fearing what would be 

the effects of her paffion. They reprefented to her 

the injury fhe would do her own rank, to match 

with one of his. But their talk was in vain : She 

did not hearken to them, refolving to follow her 

own inclination when £he had it in her power. 

As foon as Fanfarinet arrived at the king's pa­

lace, the queen fent for her daughter. All the 

fl:reets were f pread with ta pefiry, and the win­

dows crowded with ladies; fame had bafkets of 

flowers in their hands, others bafkets of ' laurels, 

others excellent odours, with which they fcen ted 

the air to wefcome the fair princefs abroad. Her 

women beginning to drefs her, a dwarf knocked 

at the tower gate, mounted on an elephant, fent 

by the five good faries who had endowed her on 

her birth-day. They fent her a crown and fceptre, 

a robe of golden brocade, a petticC'at of butter­

fli es wings (a wonderful piece of work!) and a 

caiket full of ineftimable jewels; fuch a treafure 

was never feen together before. The queen 

fwooned with aft:onifhment at the fi ght. The 

princefs, 0n her part, took little notice of them, 
fa r 
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for air her thoughts were on Fanfarinet. The dwarf was thanked, and rewarded for his trouble ·with one thoufand ells of fine ribbon, of feveral colours, with which he made garters, cravat­fl:rin;s, and h:-itbands. The queen defired him to fiay till fhe fetched fomething for the fairies, worthy their acceptance: and the princefs, who was very generous, made them a prefent of forne german f pinning wheels, and cedar fpindles. The rare things which the dwarf brought were made ufe of to adorn her: and llie appeared fo fur­priGngly beautiful to every body who faw her, that the f:.rn's lu(he was thcmght to be faint to her's. She walked through the fireets upon rich tapefiry; and the people who flocked to behold her, cried out continually, how lovely fhe is, how charming ! 
As fhe marched along in this pomp and f plen• dour, accorn panied by the queen and four or five dozen of princelfcs of the blood, befides ten dozen more who came frcm the nei ghb,mring kingdoms to affi/1 at this feafr, the fky on a fud­den d::u kened, the thunder rumbled in the air, and rain and hail fell in torrents. The queen Rung her roya 1 robes over her head: the ladies did the fame by theirs; and Verena ta was going t@ do it, when the found and cry of a thoufand ra­vens, crows, owls and other birds of ill cmen was heard, which feemed to prefagc that nothing good would come to this fefiival. At the fame time a rafcally owl, of a prodigious bignefs, was feen fiyin~ towards the princefa with a cobweb fcarf in his mouth, embroiderecl with ba ts \\ ings, which he let fall on Vcrenata's fhoulde rs. He had no fooner done it, but the compan y heard a loud lc11,1ghter, and fuppofed it was a fcllrvy trick played them bv Cara boffa. I 

Every one was grieved at this mela ncholy fi ght, 
and 
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· ~nd the queen more than all of them ; fhe wept, 

and endeavoured to take eff the black fcarf from 

11e1· daughter's fhoulders, but it fl:uck as clofe as 
if it had Geen a part of her. ' Ah (cried !he) our 

' enemy is too hard fqr us :frill; nothing will ap­

, peaf e her. I frnt her fifty pounds of comfits, as 

' much double refined fugar, and two \Veilphalia 

' hams-, yet fhe is as mifchievous as ever. 

While_ D1e was complaining thus, the princefs, 

and all that attended her, heg:m ~o be wet to their 

flcins. Verenata , whofe head w<'l s foll of the 

ambaffador, got ground of them all in the pro-­

ceffion, and went on without faying a word: She 

thou ght , if D1e J,ad the go~,d luck to pleafe the 

man {he lowd, foe would neither care for Cara­

boffii n or for her fcarf, thou.gh it was looked upon 

to be fuch a bad prefage. She admired , within 

herfelf, why he did not come to meet her; but her 

admiration was at an end, when fhe faw hirn aC:.­

vancing by the fide of the king: upon which the 

trumpets founded, the drums beat and the vio­

Jins made a n agreeable entertainment to the af• 

fem bly, who redoubled their fb outs, and their 

joy was as ext raordinary as the occahon of it. 

Fanfarinet had a great deal of wit: but when he 

belield the grace, rn <1 jefiy and beauty of the 

princefs, he was fo transpor ted, that infiead of fe­

riouCTy talking, when he courted her, one would 

have im agined he was drunk, though he drank no­

thing but a difh of ch0co!ate. He bee m.e like 

a madman, when he perceived that with one 

glance he h d forgot that fine harangue he had 

prepared for her, and which he had got fo. bv 

heart, that he could before tbis minute repeat it 

in his fieep. \\ hile he was end.eavouring to re­

co iiecc himfelf, he made feveral low bows to the 

princefs, who on her fide alfo made him half a 

dozcl'!. courtfies, not confidering wlnt fhe did. 
At 
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At lafi fhe broke filence, and to help him out of the confufion which fhe faw he was in, addreffed herfelf thus to him: ' My lord Fanfarinet, I can ' eafily imagine that all that you would fay to me ' is charming; I doubt not but your wit is an­, fwerable to your character : Let us however .' make hafie to the palace; it rains like a deluge; and Caraboffa, who o,'1es us this ill turn, will ' not fpare us till we get thither.' Fanfarinet re· plied very gallantly, 'The fairy had very wifely ' provided rain, to q1Jench the fires which thofe ' bright eyes would light.' - He then took her by the hand, and led her forward. As they were walking, fhe- faid to him foftly, ' You will not ' guefs at the opinion I · have of you, unlefs I ex· ' plain myfelf further; it is true, I cannot do it ' without pain ; but, Boni foit qui rnal y penfe, ' Evil be to them that evil think. Know then, ' my lord Ambaffador, that I have beheld you ' with wonder, and was furprifed at the charm­, ing figure you _made on horfeback at your ymblic ' entry, when the horfe danced and curveted; I ,-am forry ycu came hither on any other m,in·s ' account. If you have as much courage as I to ' find out an expedient for it, infiead of marrying ' you in your mailer's name, I wi ll marry you in ' your own. I know you an~ not a prince; what ' then? I like you as well as if you were: we'll ' fly together to fame corner of the world; we ' fhall be blamed at firfi; no matter, others may ' do worfe ; and when people are weary of blaming ' us, they will leave us in quiet to enjoy our ' retirement, where I fhall be glad to be with • you.· 
Fanfarinet thought he dreamt, for Verenata was a princefs of admirable qualities and perfections, that he could never have hoped for that honour, unlefs fome firange whimf y had feized her, He had f 

,not 
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not prefence of mind enough to ~nfwer her: had 

they been alone, he would have thrown himfelf ac 

her feet; he now could only claf p her hand) 

which he did fo clofely, that he hurt her little fin­

ger, yet fhe did not cry out: fo much her paffion 

ran in her head, that fhe was infenfible of any 

thing elfe. vVhen fhe entered the palace-; a thou· 

fa nd of feveral forts of m.ufical i nfrruments were 

tuned for her welcome, to which were added a 

concert of fuch heavenly voices, that the audi­

ence were afraid of breathing, left they fhould 

make tco much noife, and fo iRterrupt the har­

mony. The king having kiffed his daughter's 

~forehead and cheeks, fpoke to her as follows: 

' My pretty lamkin (for he w:1 s ufed to give her 

' fuch little tender names.) are not you glad yoa 

• are going to marry the great king Merlin's fon? 

' the Lord Fanfarinet, whom you fee here, is 

" come to perform the ceremony, and will carry 

• you into the fineft kingdom in the world.' 

The princefs courtfied down to the ground, and an­

fwered, ' I !hall obey you, fat her, in all things 

' with pleafure, if my dear mamma will confent 

' to it.' The princefs was bred up in fo much 

tendernefs to her par en ts, that fhe had not fo rgot 

the pretty terms fhe ufed in her leading-firings. 

' I confent (fays her mother) with all my heart;' 

(a nd embraced her as a token of her joy.) ' Let 

' dinner be got ready immediately,' quoth the 

queen. lt was no fooner faid, but an hundred 

tables were f pread in an inflant, and al l the com­

pJny fell too heartily, except Verenata and Fanfa­

rinet , " ·ho looked on one anotherfo much, that they 

bad no time for eating., nor thinking upon any 

thing elfe. 
After the feafl: there was a ball and a play: but 

it was fo late before they had done fupper, and 

they had eat fo plentifullv, that mo.ft of the people 
G of 
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ef quality, and others who where there, Oept as they 
fat. Their majefi.ies themfelves fell in to a found 
nap on a couch; the lords and ladies fnored 
:igain, and the fidlers nodded over their infirn­
rnents, and knew not wh::it they did. Our lo,·ers 
were the only perfons who were \\'ell awake: nnd 
feeing they were not o :i ferved, toyed as lovers are 
ufed to do when they have an o : portun ity to fhew 
their paffions. Verenata perceiving the guards, 
as well as the reG., were afleep, faid to Fanfarinct, 
' this minute is ours; let us improve it and be 
' gone: if we fi.ay till the marriage cerernpny is 
' over, the king will place fome ladies of the 
' court about me. and order a prince to accom-

- ' pany me to your mafier's court; it is better for 
' us to take hold of the prefent Oi-Jportunity than to 
' wait for another.' ~he than rofe up, and tonk 
the king's dagger from his fide, which was all 
over fet in diamonds. She alfo carried a way with 
her the queen's mantle, which fhe had laid by, to 
fleep the more at her eafe, in which was a car­
b ·J ncle of ineG.imable valne, and a diamond that 
rendered the perfon who wore it invifible. Fanfa­
rinet took her by her lily-white hand, and bend­
ing one knee to the ground, replied, ' If wear by 
' all that is held facred in heaven or earth, that I 
' will eternally be faith iul and obedient to your 
' higbnefs: you do every thing for me ma­
' dam and can there be any thing that I will not 
' do for you?' They then went both of them out of 
the palace, the ambaffador taking a dark Ian­
thorn in his hand. They paffed through feveral 
bye-fireets and lanes, till they came to the fea­
fide, where they took boat. Their mariner was a 
poor old fellow who lay afleep in his bark. They 
tNaked him; and when he faw Verena ta fo beautiful 
and glittering with jewels, with the black batt­
kather fear£ on her fhoulders, he took her for 

the 
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the goddefs of night., and fell down to worfhip her. 

The lovers had no time for ceremonies; they 

commanded him to put to fea, whic~ he was not 

over willing to do, for there was neither moon nor 

fiar to be feen, the weather be-ing fl.ill cloudy, 

occafioned by the tempefi: Caraboffa had raifed. 

It is true, there was a Ca1:buoc1e on the queen's 

mantle, w1,·ch fhone more than fifty lighted 

torches, and Fanfarinet might, as we are told, 

have faved hitT,felf the trouble of carryini!: a dark 

lanthorn with him. The arnbaffador afked the 

pri ncefs whither fhe fhould go ? ' Alas (fa-id foe) I 

' "''ill go atong with ) ou; wherever you will go, 

' I will go; I think of nothing elfe.' ' But, ma­

' dam, (quoth Fanfarin~t) I dar~ not con du~ yqu 

' to the court of king .l\t1erlin; it is as much as my 

' neck is worth to be caught within his dominions."' 

' 'J\Tell then (replied Ver;nata) let us go to the de­

' fert iCTe of Squirrels; it is far enough off, and 

' we need not fear being followed thither.' She 

ordered the marin Qr to fet fail; and though his 

bark was of a very fma!l fize, he obeyed her. 

As day began to breJk, the king, queen, and 

court., having fhook their ear"' and rubbed their 

eyes a little, got up, intending to fin ifh the fo­

Je1:::inity of the prinr.efs's marriage. The queen 

hJ{tily called for her mantle, and fearch was as 

haftily made after it, from the clofet· to the kit­

chen, but no mantle was to be found. Then her 

majefiy went herfe lf to {eek it, ran up flairs and 

down flairs into the celler and gan et, but no 

tidings cou!J be heard of it. 

The king alfo in his turn w :.3 willing to adjtir't 

hirnfc lf, and in order to it to put his bright dag­

ger by his fide, which bein g miffing, as well as 

the mantle royal, half the court were em­

ployed to fearch for it ; box1:;s and coffers werl"! 

o_pened, whofe infide had not feen the fun in an 

G 2 hundrei 
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hundred years. A thoufand rarities were found, puppets that could turn about their heads and eyes, golden iheep with their little lambs, fweet-_meats and comfits; but no dagger; fo the king was inconfolable; he tore his reverend beard, and the queen her hair to keep him company. Indeed the lofs was great, for the mantle and dagger were worth more than ten cities as big as London. v\'hen the king defpaired of finding what they had lofi, he teak heart, and fo1d to the queen, ' courage by dear, let us finifh the folernnity of our daughter's nuptials, which has already ccfl: ' us fo dear.' He afked where the princefs was? her nurfe came up and told him, that D1e had been feeking her above two hours, and could not find her. This bad news fo increafed the king and his confort's trouble, that they could not fupport - themfelves under it. The qu-een cried out like an eagle that had loft her young, and fell into a f woon. And never was a more melancholy fight; above two pails of hungary water were thrown upon her rnajeO:y's face before they could fetch her to life again. The ladies and maids of honour wept as if they h:a d been at a funeral, and not at a wedding. The fervants came one and all, in a doleful tone, faying, ' \Vhat, is the king's ' daughter lofi ?' And the l:i11g feeing The was not to be found, bid hi~ page look out Fanfarinct, who doubtlefa, fays he is fleeping in one corner of the room or other, ar.d let him come and grieve with us. 1 he page fought after him every where , and could hear no more tidings of him rh:rn of the mantle and dagger. This misfortune was another zffiicl:ion to their majefiies, who in truth had enough before to render them the mofi difconfolate couple upon earth. 
The king fumrnoned all the counfellors ar.d of­ficers, civil and military• to attend him in the 

great 
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~reat hall of the palace, where he and his queen, 

who we may perceive "'as a confiderable perfon in 

the government, went to them clad in deep mourn­

ing. Their rich robes being thrown off, each of 

them had a black gown on, tied round with a 

rope, to exprefa the greatnefs of their forrows •. 

vVhen the affernblv faw them in this la men table . 

condition, . the ha'll refounded with fighs and 

groans, and the fl.Jar was overwhelmed wit-h floods 

of tears. The king, who had not time enough 

to prepare a f peech, fuitable to the occaiion,. 

was filen t three hours. At length. he opened his 

majel.1-ic mouth, and fpoke as follows. 

Hear, little and great; hear yozw king, and 

help him with }'Our advice. 1 have loJl my dear 

daughter Verenata, and know not whether llze is 

d~flroyed or jl.olm from me; the quzen' s ma11tle 

,md my dag rer, which are worth more than theiri 

u•eight in gold, are a{fo gone; and w/;a! is worft 

of all, the ambrwador F:rnfarinet is not to be found •. 

It is to be feared, r.c•lzen the king his majler is in­

fflrmed of this «ccident, he will come and ]eek after 

him, and charge us with cutting him as ]mall as ~ 

minced meat for a chriflmas pye. I jhould not take. 

it Jo much to heart,. if I had money to ]pare; but J. 

mufl confefs to ym, plainly, the charges of the wed­

ding have und011e me. Tell me, my dear Juhjefls, 

what jhall I do, a1Ld what means yozt would have me 

make uje of to retrieve my daughter, Fanfarinet, the 

mantl~, and lhe dagger. 

Every body 3.drnired the kin~·s eloquent fpeech, . 

he never made fo fl rid a one in his life; and my 

lord Gambello, chancellor of the kingdom, in the 

n~me of the affembly, replied thus, not bating 

I,aµ_an ace in eloquence; 

S.l R 
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SIR, 

l'v'P. are all Jorry fur your farrow, and would ra­ther have parted with our wives and children, than you jhwld have had Jo rnuch caufe to grieve,· but if is plain, thi~ is a trick of Caraboffa the fairy: the princefs's twentieth year is not yet expired; and fince I mufl Jpeak my Jenliments, or y our majejly fiif­fer by rny double-dealings witlz you, I freely declare, that I obferved Jhe was always ogling l.ianfarinet, and he her. Perhaps love has been playing one of Ms pranks, as often happens with perfons of their a._;·es. 

The queen, who was naturally ha!ly, interrupt· ed the chancellor, faying, '. Have a care what ' you fay, my lord chancellor; the princefs I ' would have you to know, is no foch a fort of per­, fon as to fall in love with Fanfarinet; I have ' bred her up tea well for that.' Then the nurf e, who was one of the company, fell at the king's foet, and faid, ' I am come to tell your maje!lies. ' the whule truth of the matter. The princefs '--fwore fhe would fee Fanfarinet make his public ' _entry, or fiab herfelf on the fpot: we made a ' little hole in the tower, through which fhe faw ' him, and immediately protdl:ed fhe would never ' marry any man but him.' The affembly hear­ing this, were extremely troubled at Verenata's foUy and fortune: they faw that Gambello's pc· netration was grez:tter than her majef1:y's; who all in a rage, fcolded at Verenata's nurfe, and dref­fer, rocker, fofler fifl:cr, and companion, fo terribly, that hanging would hardly have been a ,yorfe punifhment. Admiral Sharp-Cap interrupt­ifig; the queen, cried out, ' My lords, let's after 'Fanfarinet, for without doubt this jackan;:ipeu ~ bas carried off our princefs.' Every body ch p-
rcd 
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ped their hands in appbufe of their admiral 

and there was not a man but faid he would f-ullow, 

him. Some of them went bv fea, and others by land, 

who travelling from kingdom to kingdom, with 

drums beating and trumpets founding, made 

proclamation, 'That whoever could tell tale or 

' tidings of the princefs Verenata, whom Fanfa­

•- rinet had fiolen out of her father's palace, iliould 

• have for their reward a fine baby, fame fweet· 

' meats wet and d-ry, fame little fciffars, a gown 

' made of cloth of gold, and a fattin bonnet.' 

The anfwer every where was, ' You mufl: go 

' fomewh.ere elfe, we know nothing of them.' 

Thofe who \.vent by fea were more fortunate;. 

for, a rter a pretl y long voyage, they one night 

percei·ied· fame.thing before them which !hone like 

a great fire, but were afraid of corning up nea:r 

to it, not knowing what i,t was;· when all on a 

fodden the light fiopped at the defert i[le of 

Squirrels, for it was indeed the priHcefs's car­

buncle that was fo luminous: and fhe and her 

lover landing there, gave the mariner one hun• 

dred crowns of gold-, bid him farewell, and 

charged him for his life not to f peak a word to. 

any one what ever of his adventure. 

The good man in his way back, met the king's. 

{hips, wh'ch he no fooner faw but he endeavoured 

to avoid them. The admiral perceived it, or­

dered a galley to give him chace, and the old man 

was too weak to row from her. So the admiral's 

men came up with him, took him and carried him 

before their commander, who caufed him to be fe. 

cured, and the hundred pieces of gold being found 

in his pocket, the very fame pieces that had been 

coined in honour of the prince[s's nuptials, Sharp­

Cap examined him: :incl the mariner, that he 

might not be obliged to f peak the truth, affec'led 

to appear deaf and dumb. ' So, fo (fays the ad- -

G 4 miral 
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' miral) we fhall foon bring him to his tongue, ' I will warrant ye.' So he commanded him to be tied to the rnain-rnaft, and exercifed with a cat o'nine-tails; one of the beft: remedies in the world for mutes. 1v\!hen the old man faw they v.·ere in earneft, he confeffed that a heavenly crea­tnre in the fhape of a young lady, and a gallant gentleman , had hired his boat to convey them to the defert ifle of fquirrels. The admiral ima­gined prefently it was the princefs and Fanfarinet, and failed to that ifland in purfuit of them. In the mean time Verenata, tired with the fa­tigues of the fea, and finding a green bank under a covert of trees, laid down and fell afleep. Fan­farinet, whofe fiomach was fharper than his love, did not let her Deep long. ' Do you think, ma­' dam, (fays he waking her) that I can fiay here ' for ever? I do not fee any thing that is eatable ' upon the place: though you were fairer than 4 Aurora, that would not fatisfy my hunger; one ' muft have fame nourifhment, or there is no ' living; my fiomach's !harp, ancl my belly ' empty.' ' How! (replied Verenata ;) do the ' marks that I have given you of my friendfhip " ' go for nothing with you; is it poffible that your ' mind can be biaffed about any thing but the ' contemplation of your good fortune?' ' It is. ' rather taken up (faid Fanfarinet) about my b:;.d, " would to heaven you were in your black tower ' again,' ' Do not be fo out of humour, my good ' cavalier (quoth the princefs, fniiling) I will go • fearcb the woods, and perhaps, I may light upon ' fome fruit to fa tisfy you.' ' I had rather ' you might find a wolf to eat you (replied Fan· 'farinet, churlifhly.') Verenata, asfhe afterwards faid, went up and down the woods, tearing her robes among the briars, and her white fkin with fhe thorns, {he was fcratched as if fhe had been 

play in 
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playing with cats. And thus it is, if young wo-

1nen will fall in love with young fellows, there is · 

ncthin~ but trouble comes of it. When fhe had 

fearched every where in vain, fhe returned very 

forrowful to Fanfarinet and told him the uncomfort- · 

able news. He. turned his back upon her, and · 

left her, muttering between his teeth. 

The · next day they looked about for fome eat- ­

ables as unfuccefsfully as the firfi; fo that they were· 

forced for three d3:.ys together to live upon leaves· 

and l0cufis. Though the princefs had been, , 

without comparifon, much more delicately bred 

than the ambaffador, yet fhe did not complain. 

• I fhould be content, (faid fhe to her lover) if L 

' fuffered alone, and would be willing to die of 

' hunger if I could procure fome good cheer for 

'you.' 'It is all one to me (quoth Fanfarinet) . 

' whether you live or die, provided I have what 1; 

' ·want: · 'Is it poffible (cried Verenata) that you, 

' fhould be fo little concerned at my death? are · 

' thefe the oaths which you f wore. when you left· 

' my father's court?' ' There is a great deal of· 

' · difference (fays the ambalfador) betwe~n a , 

' man at his eafe, who has neither hunger 

' nor thirfi, and a wretch ready to be fiarved.'" · 

• She anfwered, . I am in as much danger ~s you, . 

' and I do not complain.' · ' You may well bear it 

' · with a good · grace, (fays Fanfarinet) who was 

•·fo mad as to leave father and mother, to run up , 

' and clown here like a vagabond; we are in a 

' very pretty condition truly : ~ ' It is for love of" 

'- you (replied Verenata) and at the fame time~ 

• gave him her hand.' ' I would have excufed you. 

' (faid Fanfarinet) had I known what you would 

' have brought me to;' and then turned a fide from 

her. The fair princefs, overwhelm€d- with grief, . 

wept inceffantly, enough to have foftened a heart · 

of flint with her tears. She fat undar .a bufh load-

G 5., M t 
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ed with rofes, white and red, to which fhe thns . addreITed- herfelf, after fhe had for forne time gazed upon them : ' How bleffed are you, ye ' young flowers; the zephyrs carefs the dew ' waters, the fun beautifies, the bees love you, " your prickles def end you, and all the world ad­, mire you; mufr you alas be more happy than I!' She than fell a weeping fa exceffively, that the root of the rofe tree was moifiened with her tears; and fhe had fcarce done f peaking, before, to her great furprife, the bufh ftired, the flowers blew, .and thefaireftof them anfwered her thus: ' If thou ' hadfl never loved, thy deftiny would hay.e been to 8 be envied as much as mjne, love expofes people to ' the worfl misfortunes. Poor princefs, look in the, _, hollow.of this tree, and you'll find a honeycomb, ' but do not be fo filly as to give it to Fanfarinet.' Verenata rofe immediately, not knowing whether fhe was afleep or awake; fearched the tree, found the hole, ,rnd the honey in it, which fhe pre[ently carried to her ungrateful lover. ' Here, fays fhe, ' is a honeycomb, for yo!.1: I might have eat all ­, myfelf, but 1 had rather [hare it with you.' The .imbaffador fnatched it out of her band, without fo much as thanking her, or looking upon her, ec1 t it all up, and refufed to give her the leafi bit. He was fuch a brute as to infulther, by faying it was too .fweet for her, and would f pail her teeth; with feveral other impe:tinent jefls. Verena ta, more for­rowful than ever, fat down under an oak, and made much the fame fo r t of complaint as fhe had done to the rofe-tree. T r.e oak, touched with compaf­fion, bowed down forne of its branches, and f poke to this purpofe, (for it was all enchanted ground that fhe trod upon:) ' It is pity, fair Verent1ta, you. ' fhculd die fo young: take this pitcher of milk ' and drink it, without giving a drop to your un-_i grateful lover.' The princefs more aflonifhed . 

than 
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than before, looked behind her, and fpied a great 

pitcher of milk. She forgot her own thirfi pre·· 

fently, and remembered Fanfarinet, whom fhe be­

lieved might well be thirfi:y after eating about fif­

teen pounds of honey; fo fhe ran to him with the" 

milk, bidding him quench his thirfi, and remem­

ber to fave her fame, for fhe was alrnofi dead for 

wJnt of it. He took the pitcher rudely from her, 

drank it off every drop, flung the pitcher to the 

ground, and broke it to pieces, fayin!?"·, with a · 

malicious frnile, ' Thofe that have had no meat 

• need no drink.' 

The prince_fs lifted up her hands and bright 

eyes to heaven, cried out, ' it is jufi: ye powers! 

' I have deferved this punifhment for leaving my 

' father and mother, to love and follow a man 

' whom I never knew,. without confidering my 

' duty to my parents, and my rank, or thinking 

' on the miferies which Caraboffa threatened me 

' with.' After fhe had done fpeaking fhe wept 

more bitterly than fhe had done all her life-time, 

and retired into the thicknefs of the wood, where 

out of mere faintnefs fhe fell down at the foot 

of an elm, on which a nightingale perched; and 

fong fo wonderfully fweet, that her notes had al­

rnofl: charmed the wretched Verena ta with pleafure •. 

The bird, like the tree, had the gift of fpeech, , 

and fluttering its wings, repeated thefe verfes, 

wl-iich it had learnt 0n purpofe out of Ovid, as if it 

had underfiood the princefs's di.-!fiemper, and had. 

brought her a cure: 

Cupid's a knaw, the traitor- mver ]miles, 

But when he would enjlavc us by his wiles: 

Lind ever, with his favours he imparts 

A deadly poifon, that torments our hearts •. 

G 6, 
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' Who knows him better than I? (anf wered Ve­, renata, interrupting the bird;) I am too well ' acquainted with his cruelty and my evil defiiny: ' Take heart (fays the amorous nightingale;) un­, der yonder plant you will find fome fugar-blumbs ' and almonds, but do not be fo foolifh as to give ' any of them to Fanfarinet.' The princefs did not want that precaution now; fhe had not forgot the two lafi tricks he played her; beGdes fhe was fo -.ery hungry that fhe needed not many arguments to perfuade her to eat when fhe had got food. So fue · cracked the almonds, eat the plumbs, and feafied on them by herfelf. Fanfarinet feeing her t'.at alone, fell in a furious paffion ; his eyes flafhed £re, and he ran with his fword drawn to kill her: fhe, to defend herfelf, expofed the miraculous diamond, and fo became invifible to him; fhe got out of his way, and reprnached him with his in­gratitude, in terms which fhewed fuff,ciently that fhe- could not yet hate him. 

In the mean time admiral Sharp Cap dif patched ;J.way John Prattlebox, courier in ordinary of the dofet, to inform the king, that the princefs and Fanfarinet were landed on the ifle of Squirrels, but that being a firanger in the country, he was cau­tious of making a decent for fear of arnbufcades. Upon this news, which was joyful tidings to their majefiies and their court, the king fent for a huge book, every leaf· of which was eight ells long; It was the mafl:er-piece of a learned fairy, and contained a defcription of the whole world. The king found vut in an infiant that the ifle of Squirrels was not inhabited. • Go, (fays he t<:> ' John Prattlebox, and command the admiral in ' my name to land immediately; it may be of ill ' confeg uence to leave Fanfarinet and 1ny daughter .' fo long toget her. 
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A~ foon as the Courier arrived at the fleet, the 

admiral ordered the trumpets to found, the drums 

to beat; cymbals, hautboys, flutes, violins, viols, 

organs, guitars, and a confofed ·variety of infiru­

ments were played upon; which alarmed the 

prince[s and her lover, who was not very brave. 

Fanfarinet feeing the Peril that approached, made 

his peace, in . hopes of affifrance from his mif­

trefs; who was too readily reconciled to himo . 

' Stand behind me (quoth Verenata) I will go be~ 

' fore, hide you with my invifible diamond, and 

'kill our enemies with my father's dagger9 • 

' while you flay them with your f word.' 

, The ir,vifible princefs advanced againfl: the fol- ­

diets, and !he and Fanfarinet flew them all without 

being feen by them.. Nothing was heard but cries; 

the poor foldiers drew their f words in vain, they 

fought with the air1 while every blow the ambaf­

fador and Verenata firuck gave certain death; and 

every where fuch lamentable groans as thefe were 

heard, ' Oh! I am kilJed: Oh! l die!' The two in­

'7ifible lovers fought 2s fafe as if they had to do with 

a flock of geefe; they dropt down like ducks, 

a voided their enemies blows, and tafily defiroyed. · 

them. The admiral, obferving how his men fell 

by unfeen hands, fuunded a retreat and returned 

-very melancholy to hold a council of war. 

Night drawing on apace, the princefs and Fan- ­

farinet retired into the thickefl: of the wood: She 

was fo weary, that fhe lay down on the grafs, a_nd 

had almofi dropt aileep, when fhe heard a voic::~ · 

whifpering to her, ' Save yourfelf, .Verenata, for 

' Fanfarinet will kill and eat you. She opened 

her eyes, and · by the light of the carbuncle fbe · 

f pied the wretch Fanfarinet with his arm lifted up 

re:idy to run his fword to her heart: for perceiv­

ing her fkin was fo white, ahd her flefh fo plump, 

his hunger inf pi red him with other thoughts than· 

6 love) . 
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love, and the opportunity might have put it into }ii§ head; he had a mind to make a meal of ·her, and intended to murder her for that purpofe. Verena ta did not fiand long deliberatingwhat fhe fhould do; fhe drew out her dagger gently, having kept it for her own ufe ever Iince the battle, and fra bbed him fo very fiercely in the eye that he fell down dead. ' Go, ingrate, fhe cried, take the bft: ' favour, which thou haft be[t deferved from rne; ' be an example for the future, to all raithlefs lo­' vers, and may thy diOoyal heart never find reft: '" in the world to which I have fent thee.' When the firfl tranfport of her pallion was over9 and ihe reflected on the condition fhe was in, fhe had almofi as little life in her as the man whom fhe had ju/1 flain. ' What will become of me, ' (faid fhe weeping) I am left alone in this defo­, late ifland; the wild beafi will either devour me, ' or I fhall die with hunger.' She was even forry­that fhe had not fuffered Fanfarinet to eat her, ra­ther than expofe berfelf to be eaten by the monfters of the defert; fo fhe fat down trembling, and wilb­ing for morning. 
As fhe refl:ed herfelf againll: a tree, fhe efpied on one fide of her a golden chariot, drawn by fix great hens with cropped crowns. A cock was the coachman, and a fat hen the poftillion. In the chariot there rode a lady , fo fair, that the fun lof1: all his lufhe, wherever fhe fhone, and night illuminated by her eyes, was brii:;hter than meridian day. Her robe was all over fet wlth fpan gles of Glver and gold. On the other Gde of her Verenata faw another chariot drawn bv 11x bats; a crow was the coachman, and a b'eetle the poftillion. \Vi thin the chariot fat a little fright­ful hag, cloathed with fnakes-kin garment, and on her head fhe wore a great toad, which fcrved her in!lead of a top-knot. 

Never 
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Never was a-woman fo furprifed as the young 

princefs was a,t this fight: while fhe ftood gazing 

upon it, fhe faw the two chariots a·dvance againil 

each other. The beautiful lady held a golden 

lance in her hand, a11d the ugly one an old rufi.y 

fpear. They came up fiercely to the combat, 

which lafied a quarter of an hour. · At lafi the 

fair heroine got the victory, and the deformed hag 

fled with her bats • . The battle being over, the 

handfome lady defcended to the earth, and thus 

addreffed herfelf to Verenata: 

Fear nothing, lovely princefs; I come hither 

only to oblige you; 1 ±ought with Caraboffa out of 

love to you; fhe pretended to an authority to 

whip you, becaufe you come out of the tower four 

days before your twentieth year expired. You 

fee I took y0ur_part, and have driven her away; 

rejoice at the happinefs I bring you. The g:rate­

ful princefs fell profirate at her feet, and made 

this anfwer: ' Great queen of the fairies, I am 

' tranfported with your generofity, and cannot 

' find words to exprefs my gratitude; but this [ · 

' know, that there is not a drop of that blood 

' which you haye faved, which I am not ready to 

' facrifice for your fer vice.' The fairy embraced 

her twice, and by her fpells rendered her, if it 

was po:ffible, more beautiful than ibe was before. 

She commanded the cock her coachman, to g9 

to the king's fhip, and bid the admiral come to 

the princefs, for there was nothing now that he 

/ nee.cl be afraid of: and h;'!r poftillion the hen, to 

her own palace, to fetch fome new robes for Vere4 • 

nata, which were the richefi that ever eyes were. 

fet upon. 
The admiral was fo ravifhed with the news 

which the cock brought hi-m, that it was like to 

have thrown him into a fit of ficknefs: he landed 

immediately in the i:fland, taking all his men with 

· hirn ;. 
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him; and among the reft: Jack Prattlebox, tbe -cxprefa that arrived lately from court, who feeing every one run alliore di.cl the fame, and co1rried along with him a fpit with wild fowl upon it half roafl:ed. 

Admiral Sharp-Cap had fcarce gone a league before he faw the chariot drawn by hens in a great road in the wood, and the two ladies walking together. He knew the princefs, and bowed to the ground, was going to begin a notable f peech •. Vanmata, interrupting him, faid, ' All thofe ho­' nours were due to the generous fairy, who de• ' · fended her from Caroboffa's clutches.' Upon this the admiral kiffed the hem of her fairy ma• jefiy's garment, and made her one of th-e finefr­compliments that ever came out of the mouth of a tar on fuch an occafion. While he was talking to her, the princefscried out,' Certainly Ifmell roaft­' meat. Yes, madam, (replied Prattle box, and ' · produced his fpit with the birds upon it,) your ' · ladyfhip never eat better in your life.' ' I am · ' very glad of it (quoth the fairy) though not fo ' much on my own account as on the princefa's, . ' who wants fome refrefhment.' The admiral , fent away to his fhips for other neceffaries; and the joy of his whole crew for his finding the prin~ cefs, joined with . their good cheer, made them all. wonderful merry. 
The feaft being over, and the fat hen returned, the fairy dreffed the p1incefs in a robe of green filk, brocaded w.ith gold, fet with rubies and pearls; fhe bound up her fair locks with firings of jewels and emeralds; fhe crowned her with garlands of flowers, and placed her in the cha­riot; where as fhe rode, all the fiars that faw her, took her for the morning, and faluted her as fhe paffed by, crying, ' Good morrow, Aurora. 

The 
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The fairv carried her to the fea-fide; when 

they arriv€d there, they bid one another many a 

he .i r ty adieu, ' Ah, n1adarn, (faid the princefs) 

' ~"ill yo u not let me tell my mother to whom I 

'owe th is mi ghty obli gation?' The fairy anfwered 

' Embrace her in my behalf, and tell her I am the 

' fifth fa iry tha t endowed you at your birth.' 

The princefs going aboard, the admiral com­

manded all the cannon to be fired; and welcomed 

her with a volley of fmall arms. The fleet re· 

turned fafely to the port of her father's capital 

city; and when £he landed the king and queen, 

who waited on the £bore for her coming, received 

her with fuch tranfports of joy, that they did not 

give h.er time to beg pardon for her pafi extrava· 

gancies, though foe had thrown herfelf at their 

feet as foon as £he faw them. Their parental 

tendernefs laid all the fault on Caraboffa; and 

the princefs was excufed, as acting by an irreG.fl­

ible irnpulfe of fate. 
At the fame time the great king Merlin's fan 

nrived, very much troubled that he heard no news 

of his ambalfador. He had a train of one thou· 

fand horfe, and thirty pages richly drelfed in 

fcarlet liveries, embroidered and laced with 

~old: he was ap hundred times handfomer than 

the ungrateful wretch Fanfarinet. Care was tJ· 

ken not to let him know any thing of his Bight, and 

the princefs's, becaufe that might have created 

fufpicions which would have £hocked a lover. He 

was told very gravely, that the ambaffador being 

dry, went to draw watu out of a well, fell into 

it, and was drowned. His highnefs believed 

every word of it; was mairied to the prjncefs; 

and the joy of the whole court was fo great, that 

they quite forgot their late farrow. 
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Te lovers, he your o6jefls wliat they will; Keep ye within the rules of duty Jiitl: And never be hy pqjjion led away, So much, q_ut reafnn fl ill jf all haue the fway t Let her rrjlrain the rage of ycur de{tres, And mde her miflrejs of your vows and fires. 

- li@"t:Z 

THE 

S T o R 'l 

OF 

F L O R I O and F L O R E L L A. 

T HERE was a country-woman, who, upon her intimacy with a fairy, defired her to come and affifi at her labour. The good woman was delivereJ of a daughter: when, the fairy taking the infant in her arms, faid to the mother, ' Make your choice: the child (if you have a ~ mind) fhall be exquifitely handfome: excel in 
wit,, 
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' wit, even more than in beauty; and be the queen 

' of a mighty empire; but withal unhappy: or, 

' (if you had rather) :fhe fhall be an ordinary, 

' ugly, country creature, like _yourfelf: but con-­

, tented with her condition.' The mother imme­

diately chofe wit and beauty for her daughter; 

at the hazard of any misfortunes. 

As the child grew, new beauties opened daily 

in her face: till, in a few years, fhe fu rpaffed 

all the rural laffes that the oldef't people had 

ever feen. Jler turn of wit was gentle, polite, 

and infinuating; :fhe was of a ready app.rehenfion; 

and foon learned every thing, fa as to excel her 

teachers. Evfry holiday fhe danced upon the 

green, with a fuperior grace to any of her com­

panions. Her voice was fweeter than any fhep­

herd's pipe; and :fhe made the fangs, :fhe ufed to 

fing. 
For fame time, :fhe was not apprifed of her own 

charms; when, diverting herfelf with her play­

fellows, on the green flowery border of a foun­

tain; fhe was furprifed with the reflection of her 

face: :fhe obferved, how different her features 

and her complexion Ceemed, from the refi of her 

company; and admired herfelf. The country, 

flocked from day to day to obtain a fight of her, 

made her yet more fenfible of her beauty. Her 

mother, who relied on the predic1ions of the fairy, 

began already to treat her as a queen, and fpoiled 

her by flatteries. The young damfel would 

nei ther few nor f pin, nor look after the :fheep: her 

whole amufernent was, to gather flowers to drefa 

her hair with them; to fing, and to dance in the 

fh:ide. 
The king of the country was a very powerful 

king; and he had but one fan; whofe name was 

Florto: for which reafo n 1 his father was im p::1ti~nt 
to 
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tq have him rnarri,,.d. The y:rnng prince couLi never beH the mentioning any of the princeITes of the neighb:1uring nations; bccanfe a fairy had told him, that he fhou1d find a n1~1:-herdefs more beautifol and more acco1np!ifhe-d than all the princeffes in the world. Theretore the king gave orders to ::dfemble all the villaGe nymphs of his realm, who were under the <1ge of eighteen, to make a choice of her, who -f}rnuld appear worthy of fo great an honour. In purfoance of the order, \vhen trey came to be farted; a vart number of virgins, whofe bea~ was n'.Jt very extraordinary, were refufed adrpH~ar.cc; and only thirty picked out, who infini,,.ely furpaffed all the others. ThcCe thirty virgins, \vere ranged in a great hall, in the figure of a half moon; that tl,e king and his fern. might have a· difi:incl: view of them together. Flo­rella (our your\~ damfel) appeared in the midfi of her competitors,. like a lily amidfi rnarygolds; or, as an orange-tree in bloffom, iliews amongO: the mountain fhrubs. The king imniediately de· dared aloud, that fhe deferved his crown; and Florio thought himfelf happy in the poffeffion of Florella. 
Our fhepherdefs was infiantly defired to cafi off her country weeds and to accept a habit richly embroidered with gold. In a few minutes, fhe faw herfelf covered with peads and diamonds; and. a troop of lac.lies were appoi~ted to ferve her. Every one was attentive to prevent her defires, before fhe fpoke, and £he was lodged within the palace, in a magnificent apartme:1t: where io­fiead of tapeftry, there were large pannels of looking-glafs, from the floor to the ceiling; that fhe might have the pleafure of feeini; her beauty multiplied on all fides; and that the prince u1i~ht admire her, wherever he call his eyes. 

Floriap._ 
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Florio, in a fe,v days, quitted the chace, an.cl all 

the: manly exercircs in which before he delighted; 

that he might be perpetually with his rnifhe:s. 

The nuptials were CJncluded: anJ foon after, the 

old king died. Thereupon, FJorel!a becoming 

queen, all the councils and affairs of ftate were 

directed by her wi [dom. 

The queen-mother ( whofe n::nne was Invide{fa) 

grew jc:ilous of her daughter-in-law, She was an 

artful, perverfe, cruel woman: and age had fo 

much aggravated her natural deformity, that fhe 

fremed a fury. The youth and beauty of Florella 

made her appear yet more frightful: fhe could 

not be:tr the fight of fo fine a creature: fhe like­

\vife dreaded her wit and underftanding; and 

. gave herfelf up to all the rage of envy. 'You 

' want the foul of a prince (would fhe often fay 

' to her fon) or you would not have married this 

' mean cottager. How can you be fo ab jecl as 

'to make 3n idol of her? Then, fhe is as haughty 

' as if fhe had been born in the palace where fhe 

' lives. You fhould have followed the example of 

' the king your father; when he thought of taking 

' a wife, he preferred me, becaufe I was the 

' daughter of a monarch, equal to himfelf. Send 

' away this inG.gnificant fhepherdefs to her ham­

' let, and take to your bed and throne, fom~ 

' young princefs, whofe birth is anfwerable to 

' your own.' 
Florio continued deaf to the inftances of his 

mother: but one morning, Invide!fa got a billet 

into her hands, which Florella had writ to the 

king; this fhe gave to a young courtier, who by­

her infb uclions, lliewed it to the king; pretend­

ing to nave received a letter from his queen, with 

foch marks of affect.ion, as were due only to his 

1najefiy. Florio blinded by his jealoufy, and the 
malignan~ 
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malignant infinuations of his mother, immediately 
nrdered Florella to be imprifoned for life, in a 
high to\Yer, built on the point of a rock, . that 
fiood in the fea. There fhe wept night and day; 
not knowing for what fuppofed crime fl1e was fo 
feverely treated by the king, who had fo paffion­
ately loved her. She was permitted to fee no per­
fan but an old woman, to whom Invideffa had 
intrufied her; and whofe bufinefs it was to infult 
her upon all occafions. 

Now Florella called to mincl the village, the 
cottage, the fweet privacy, a!ld the rura l plea­
fores fhe had quitted. One day as fhe fat in a 
penfive poflure, overwhelmed with grief, and to 
herfelf accufed the folly of her mother, who chofe 
rather to ha\'e her a beautiful unfortunate queen, 
-than an ugly contented fhepherdefs; the old wo­
man, who was her tormentor, came to acquaint 
ner, that the king had fent an executicner to take 
off her head; and that, fhe muft prepare to die. 
Florella rP.plied, that fhe was ready to receive the 
firoke. Accordingly, the executioner fent by the 
king's order, at the perfuafions of Invideffa, ap­
peared with a drawn fabre in his hand, ready to 
perform his commiffion; when a woman fiepped 
in, who faid, ilie came from the queen-m other, to 
fpealr a word or two in private, to Florella, before 
fhe was put to death. The old wrrnan imaginin~ 
her to be one of the ladies of the court, f uffered 
her to deliver her meffage: but it was the fairy, 
who h.:.d foretold the misfo1tunes of Florella at her 
birth; and had now affumed the likenefs of one 
of Invideffa's attendants. 

She defired the company to retire a while; and 
then f poke thus to Florella in fecret; ' Are you 
• willing to renounce that btauty, which has proved 
~ {o'fatal to you? are you willing to quit the title o.f 

queen; 
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' queen; to put on your former habit, and to re~ 

• turn to your viJ!age ?' Florella was tranfported 

at the offer. Thereupon the fairy applied at1 

enchanted vizard to her face; her features in­

fiantly became deformed; all, the fymrnetry 

vanifhed, and fhe was now as difagreeable as fhe 

had been handfome. Under this change, it 

was not poffible to know her; and fhe paffed 

without difficulty, through the company who came 

to fee her execution. In vain did they fearch the 

tower: Florella was not to be found. The news 

of this efcape was foon brought to the king, and 

to Invi.ueffa, who commanded diligent ' fearch to 

be made after her throughout the kingdom; but to 

no purpofe. . 

The fairy by this time, had reO:ored Florella 

to her m other; who would never have been able 

to recolle5l: her altered looks, had fhe not been 

let into the circumflances of her H:ory. 0Ltr 

fhepherdefs was now contented to live an ugly, 

poor unknown creature, in the village where fhe 

tended fheep. She frequently heard people relate, 

and lament over her adventures; fongs were mJde 

upon them, which drew tears from all eyes: 

fhe often took a pleafure in Gnging thofe fangs, 

with her companions, and would often weep, 

with the refr: but fiill, fhe thought herfelf hap­

py, with her Ii ttle flock; and was never once 

tempted to difcover herfelf to any of her ac­

quaintance. 
After all the care and attendance of the fairy 

upon the unfortunaL Florella, fhe did not forget to 

amply reward the queen-mother, who was the 

principal infirument of her darling's unhappinefs. 

And therefore to compenfate, in fome meafure, for 

her n1isfortunes, fhe inf pi red the king's chief mi­

ni1ler with notions that his artful and cruel mother 
had 
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had formed a defign to take the government intei 
her own hands, and wed with a powerful monarch, 
whofe dif pofition perfectly correfponded with her 
own. Enraged at the information, he called to­
gether fome . of h_is nobles, to confult thereon, who 
gave it as their opinion, that fhe deferved · death; 
but as the ties of nature prevented it, her fon com­
m and·ed her to be placed in that tower from whence, 
his once loved Florella had efca ped, where fhe f pent 
the remainder of her life. 

The I\1 0 R A L. 

This tale fhews the folly of wifhing to be in 
any flate oL life for which we were not de[i~ned, 
and that true happinefs conufts in being eaf y -and 
cont:.ent. 

1t'l-J ' 
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THE 

G O L D E N B O U G H. 

T HERE lived a King in the days of yore, 

,vho was of fuch an aufl:ere humour, that he 

"'as rather feared than loved by his fubjecl:.s: he 

very rarely permitted them to fee him; and on the 

kafl: fufpicion would put the bell: of them to death. 

He was called the Brown King, for the furlinefs 

of his looks, becaufe he was always fro\,vning. 

He had a fon, who did not at all refemble him; 

for he was the befi natured, the mofl: magnificent 

and politick Prince in the world, but he was bandv 

legged, and hun'lp-bJ.cked; he fquinted, and his 

mouth was on one fide : In a word, he was a. 

little monfl:er; and never before did fo elegant a 

foul lod!!e in fo deformed a bodv. Nevertbelefs 

he had "the faculty .of pleafing people fo much, 

that every one loved him. His f enfe w;1s fo fupe· 

rior to that of others, that nobody could hear him 

talk and not be pleafed with him. 

The Queen would h::ive his n;n11~ To\-ticoli, ei ­

ther out of love to the name, u1 becaufe fh e thought 

;t happily expreffd her fo n ·s fhape. The Brown 

Xing, confulted his o vn i1 tere'U more than his 

I· fon'• 
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fan's inclination, had cafi: his eye on the daugh­
ter of a powerful king, his neighbour, for a rnatch 
for his fon: Their territories were contiguous, and 
their two kingdoms would by fuch an alliance be­
come formidable to all the world. He thought 
fhe was the more proper wife for his fon, becaufe 
fbecould not reproach him with his deformity, fhe 
being every whit as ugly and deformed as himfelf; 
fhe was a cripple, and could not fiand on the 
ground without help: In fhort, nothing could be 
more !hocking as to her perfon ; but her mind was 
as lovely as her face and fba_I.,e W:lS otherwife; and 
it feemed as if nature intended this wav to make 
211 amends for her uglinefs. ' 

The Brown King having got the princefs Trog­
non's piA:ure (fo fhe was called) fet it up in the 
great hall of his palace under a canopy of fiate, 
and fent for the prince Torticoli, whom he com­
manded to look favourably upon it, for that was 
the portrait of Trognon, who was to be his wife. 
Torticoli cafi: his eyes upon it, and prefently turned 
them afide with an air of contempt; at which his 
father was very angry. 'Are you not fati sfied 
' with it? (faid the king in a gr:ivc and , churlifh 
' tone.) '~:o, my lord (replied the prince) I fh all 
• nevei: be fatisfied to marry fuch a creature as 
' that is.' ' It does not very well bccom e you, 
' (quoth the king) to find fault with this princefs, 
' who are yourfelf ugly enough to fright (lne to 
' look upon. For th a t reafon (faid the prince) 
'I would not marry another as ugly: I can hardly 
' endure myfelf now, wha t then fhould I dJ with 
'fuch a comp;:inion ?' The king anfwered furli­
Jy, 'Are you afraid of propc1gating a race of ba­
' b9ons? Your fears are to no purpofe, you !hall 
' marry he r ; it is enough that I command it. 
Torticoli made no reply, but bowing duwn to the 
ground , withdrew. 

The 
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1"he Brown King had not been ufed to meet tT1e 

leafi oppofition; cis f..m's contradicting him threw 

him into a terrible paffi ::rn. He ordered him to 

be imprifoned in a tower built on pui·pJfe for re­

bellious princes, but there had not been any bod 9' 
in it for two h:rndred years, infomuch th::it every 

thing was out of repair. There the furniture appear­

ed fo old, and of fuch an od:i make, th1t people 

won-::lered to fee it. The prince loved reading; 

he afked for book ;,, but was allowed only the liber­

ty of the library_ belonging to the tewer. He 

thought he might amufe himfelf with; in which 

however he was difappointed; for he found the lan­

guage of thofe books fo old, that he did not ua­

derfiand a word of it; yet he looked them over, 

in hopes to find fome whofe meaning he might 

pick out, or learn the bnguage by it. 
King Brown, fuppoGng that his fon Torticoli 

would be weary of bis prifon, proceeded in the 

match with Trognon as if he had confented to it. 

He difpatched away amb:i.ffadars to the king his 

neighbour, to demand his daughter in marriage to 

his fan, promifing the princefs all that her heart 

could defire. Trognon's father was tranfported 

with the thoughts of fuch an alliacce, and that 

he could fo ea fily and advantageouGy have an ugly 

daught:'.:r taken off his hands. He joyfully accept­

ed of the Brown King's terms, and placed prinre 

Torticoli 's portrJit, which the ambJffadors brough t 

with them, (though it ,v.1s not very .charming) in a 

long gallery, where Trognon faw it by her father·~ 

command. \Vhen fhe lookelil upon it fhe fi:art ed, 

and then held down her head and burft: out int:o 

tears. Her father rcfenting highly the reluct­

ance fhe fhewed to the match, called for a look~ 

ing glafa, and bade her fee herfelf there, aftc · 

which fhe would have little reafon to weep. 'If I 

' was in h;1fie to be rn,irried, my lord, faid fhe, 
H 2 1 fhould 
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' fhoul<l be in the wre,ng to be fo nice: but I fhall 
' be the better able to endure my Dif~ra,e, if I 
' fuifer alone: I would not let another perfo1t have 
' tl1e trouble of feeing rne, and fhall always be 
' contented with my condition, provided I cnn ne~ 
-, ver forced to chan2.e it, at Jeafi I fh 2ll never 
' com plain of it.' Though her reafons fee med to 
have fame weight in them, the K inf! was not 
bi a {fed by them, but order eel her to pre pa re for her 
departure with the Ambaffadon:, who where come 
t J demand her. 

She travelled in a litter, as clnfe as fhe could, 
that nobody mi ght fee her; and we mufi leave her 
on the ro:::id, to fee what the Prince dd in the 
tower. His guards durfi not fpeak to him; .ind 

· that he mi:~ht be the mc,re willing to purchafe his 
libtrty, by tfpouGng Trognnn, the king com­
manded he fh ould haYe bad victuals, and his 
treatment be every way bad. The Brown Mo· 
narch knew r.ow to make rJeople obey him; if not 
out of Joye, out of fe ;-ir . J\iotwithfbnding which, 
the prince was fo well beloved, that thofe about 
him did not pay entire obedience to his father's 
commands 

As he was one day walking in the gallery of 
the tower very penfive ::ind inelancholy, 1cAect­
ing on his misfottune to be fo ugly himfelf, and 
yet to be obliged to marry a woman frill uglier, 
he cafi his eyes upon the windows, where he faw 
feveral pictures fo well painted, the colours fo 
lively, and the defign fo well expreffed, that he 
looked upon them with delight and earnefinefs, 
yet he could not comprehend the meaning of thofe 

' deG2;ns, which were taken from hiftory, ;ind re­
]atr:d to f ucje[ts that were feveral hundred years 
--old. \Vhat fhuck him mofi was the picture of a 
man, fo like himfelf, that one would have thought 
it had been bis own portrait: The man was re-

prefented 
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prefented to be in the turet of the tower·, fe1rch­

ing in the wall, where he fo .md ;t l; ':11:::len key, 

with which he opened a cabinet. There were 

other images which he w;is ple:1fed with_, and on 

mofi of the windows found his own picture. ' H Gw 

.& comes it about, faid h~ to birnfelf, that I c1m 
4 painted here fo long before I was bJrn? and 

' what an unlucky Imagination had the p1inter 

' to think offuch a perfon as I!' He faw alfo the 

picture of a beautiful lady, whofe features were fo 

regular, and her phiuognomy fo lively 1 that he 

could not take his eyes off it. In fhort there were· 

a thoufand different object?, and all the paffions 

fo well expreffed, that he fancied he fa w the 

things done, which were only reprefented by the 

mi.xture of colours, 
He never went out of the- gallery, till it grew 

fo dark that he could not fee th~ pictures, or dif­

tinguifh them one from another. \Vhen he retur­

ned to hi~ bed-chamber, he happened to light upon 

an old manufcript; it was written upon vellum, 

the leaves painted about the edges; and the cover of 

g_old and blue in cyphers. He was forprifed ta 

fee the fame things there as on the windows; he 

endeavoured to read it, but could not. At lafi, on 

a fudden, when he turned to a leaf where mu.G.~ 

cians \7ere prefented, he heard tnufick; and tnrn­

in~ over another l~af~ where fame gamefl:ers were 

p:iinted playing at baffet and trick-tr;ick, the­

cards and <lice flew about as they were reprefented 

to do. He the11 turned over another leaf, and 

there bein_g the reprefentation of a wedding, the 

ladies danced, richl,r adored, and of wonderful 

beauty. In the next leaf he wa;, regaled with the 

fmell of an excellent fe ,1 ft. The figures th t 

were e::iting were not above a quarter of a y ard 

high. One of them turning about to the prince, 

cried, ' Here's your health prin.,:e Torticoli; re-

H 3 fiore 
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' fiore us cur queen, and it !hall h~ppen we1I with 
' you ; otherwife fomething ill will betide you/ 

At thefe words the prince, who before began to 
be afraid, was fo frighted, that he let the book 
drop uut of his hand, and fell down himfelflike a 
dead man. His guards ran in at the 110ife, and 
lcving him tenderly, negkcted nothing to recover 
him out of his fit. \.Vhen h~ could fpea k to them, 
they afked him what was the m atter with him ? 
he replied, ' he was fo ill fed, he had not fl:ren gth 
• to fupport hirnfclf, and having his head full .of 
' im ag inations, he fanci ed he had feen and heard 
• fuch thin gs in th :-: t book, that he was feized with 
' rncrtal fe;:ir.' His guards were troubled at it; 
::m<l not withfianding their kin g's orders to the 
con t rary gave him to e;:; t. When he had fi1l eJ. 
bs belly, he t eak up his bcok again, an<l not 
finding what he had feen before, he was confirmed 
in his belief that it was all delufion. 

The next day he went again into the gallery ; 
he viewed the piclures there againt and faw them 
!!:ir, walk, hunt, fi{h, and build, as if they had been 
all alive. The images were in min iature, very little, 
and his own portrait was every where among them, 
with the fame fort of clothes on he had himfelf; 
he went up into the tower-fort, and found there 
the golden key. Having made a very good meal 
that day, he did not believe the vapours had got 
fo in to his head that it was foll of vifions. This 
' is too .rnyfierious a buGnefs (fays he) for me to 
' neglect the difcovery of it; perhaps I {hall find it 
out in the fort: fo thither he went, and knocked 
ag?. in fl the wall, it feerned to be hollo w : he took 
a hammer, and beat the Hones out of the waJJ, 
where he found a very nea t key, but did not know 
what ufe r-o put it to. At I.de he perceived an old 
cu pboard in the corner of the fort ; it was m ade 
of ordinary wood, and looked ou t of repa ir : he 

had 
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had a mind to open it, but could not find the 

lock, though he examined every creek and cor­

ner of it. In the end he perceived a little hole, 

and fuppofing the key might be of ufe to him there, 

he put it in, and wringing it with all his firength, 

opened the cupboard, which was as fine and as 

wonderful within lide, as it was old .and ugly with­

out: All the drawers were of chryftal and am- ­

ber, an-:l inlaid with precious fiones. When one 

of thern was drawn out, he fo und others thJt were 

lefs, a nd the {ides, above and below it, feparated 

from one another by mother of pearl: up::m which 

he drew out that fidt, and the drawers afterwards: 

e:1ch of them was fo ll of the mof't beautiful arms 

in the world, of rich crowns and adinirab!e por­

traits. Tortico!i was charmed at the fight and 

coritinued to pull out the drawers till they were all 

drawn. In the end he came to a little key made 

of a ringle emerald, with which he opened a goldeif· 

£butter that was at the bottom of a drawer, and 

to his great furprife found a brilliant carbuncle, 

of which a great box was made : he prefently took 

it out of the !butter, and to his greater afl:o­

nifhment, when he opened it, faw it was full of 

blood, a nd a man's hand cut off, which held a 

piclure-cafe. 

, Prince Torticoli fhook a t the fight ofit; his hair 

fiood ah end on his hea.d, his legs trembled, and 

he was forced to fi t down on the ground, [till hold­

ing the box in his hand : he had no t courage 

to look upon fuch a n horrible ci pparition,_ ye t W3S 

very defirous to know the end of fJ many rny~­

tct ies. 
He remembe red whJ.t the little image in the 

book had fa.id to him, tha t according as he behaved 

himfelf in his ::iff,irs it would happe11 wel l or ill to 

h im. He wa.s as much a.fra.id of wh8 t was to come, 

as what w:1s pafi: but,in the en<l recollec1ing him -

- H 4 felf 



Tm: Gel.DEN BouGR. 
felf as a man of honour ought to do, condemr::ed: his bafe cowerdice ; .ind · taking courage f poke thus to the hand : ' tell me, unforunate h:rnd 9 ' if thou can!t:, by [jgns or otherwife, what fad 6 adver.ture has befal len thee, and if it is in my 6 pcwer to ferve thee depend upon my generofity. • At thefe words the hand fiirred, and made foch iigns with its fingers, that were as intelli· gible to Torti coli as if a fenfible perfon had fpoken . to hirn with a tongue. ' Know then (fays the 6 hand to hin1) it is in 'thy pcwer to oblige Di· ' vine l:Jeauty in the hig,heft. dt:gree, from whom l 

t am fep::irated by the barbarity of a jealous rival. ' Go flraightway into the gallery, obferve whern ' the fun-beams fhine with the grcatefi Jufi:re, • feek, and thou wilt find my trcafure. ' Then the hand ceaied D.irring aml mating figns. The -prince afaed feveral quefiions, but it made 110 2.nfwer. ' \,\;here fhall l put- ycu again, ' faid Torticoli ? to this qpefiion the hand made new , .figns, by which the prince underfiood that he­mufl replace it in the cupboard where he found it, which he did accordingly; putting every thing in the fame order ag<1in ; and he enclofed the key in the fame wall frcm whence he took it: and being now hardened a little to encounter pro­di gies, ~-e went di'recfl:iy to the gallery : wheret­uprn his arrival, the windows began to clatter' -and Butter. He exam ined the roum, to fee where the fon £hone hrigbte!l:, and perceived it was upon a picture of a ycuth, fo beautiful, a;id of fuch a n oble prefence, that r.e was charmed with him. He lifted up the picture, and came to an ebony wainfcotting and golden borders: he could not tell how to re1nove it, or whether he cou (d or not. He looked upon the window: and as he was louk· ing, the wainfcot lifted itfelf up: behind which . he perceivecl a fiately anti-chamber of porphery, 
{~t 
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fet off with fl:atues: he approached it, went up to 

it by fi.airs of agate with golden ballifiers, and 

came into a hall done ali with lapis fione; he 

paffed through it into feveral magnificent apar-t:­

ruents, charmed every where with the> excellency 

of the pi&ures and the richnefs of the furnitu re. 

Having croffed an infinite number of them, he 

came at lafi to a little chambe,.., the orn aments of 

which were all turcois-fione: he here faw a lady 

e>f incomparabie beauty, flee ping 0 11 a rich bed, the 

c;:urtains being of blue gaufe; her hair w2s as 

black as jet, and her complexion - fair as the 

driven fnow; ihe feemed di!lurbed in her flcep, 

and ht>r looks were languifhing like thofe of ~ 

:Gck i,e . fon. 
The prince approached her fo.ftly, for fear of 

waking her. He over herd J,er fay Lmething in 

her fleep, which lifi.enin g to mOTe attentively, he 

underft:ood to be a com plain t of her ufage. 'Dofl: 

' thou think, traitor (faid fhe) that I can love thee, 

' after thou hafi. deprived meof my adorable Tra­

' fimenes ! thofe-who will before my face divide a 

' hand from that arrn, which would otherwife 

' have been dreaded for ever? is it thus that thou 

' dofl pretend to fhew me thy love and ref pe& ? 

' Ah, Trafirnenes, my dear lover, rnu.fi I never 

' fee thee more ?' the prince perceived the tears 

fo rced a paffage through her clofed eye-lids, and 

then trickling down her cheeks, made her refem,. 

ble Aurora weeping. 

He fi:ood like one that was immonble at the­

bed's feet, doubting whether he fhould wake her
1 

or leave her to her fad !lumbers. He imagined 

that Trafirnenes, was-her lover, an::! it was his 

hand which he found in the fem. \IVhile he was 

muGng on a thoufand different things, and not 

able to come to any refolution, he heard the 

fweeteft melody that ever d.eLlghted the ears of 

H 5 man; 
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man ; it was a concert of nightingales-, and other 
finging-birds, whofe harmony was fo agreeable., 
that no voices could compare to it. Soon after 
an eagle of prodigious bignefs entered ; he flew 
foftly along, and held in his claws a Golden .Bough 
loaden with rubies like cherries. The bird fixed 
his eyes upon the lady, as if he ~as gazing upon his 
own fun : he fanned her with his wings, and ho­
vering over her, fometimes flew about her head, 
and fometimes about her feet. 

He did this for a few moments, ar,d then turn­
ing to the prince, put the Golden Bough, into his 
l1ands; upon this the birds that fung gave a cry,, 
which made all the palace ring. The prince, from 
what he had feen and heard, gueffed that the lady 
was enchanted, and the honor of freeing her re­
ferved for him. He advanced towards her, bent 
one knee to the ground, fmote her gently with 
the G~lden Bough, faying, ' lovely creature, who 
' liefi fleeping by forne magical power unknow!l' 
' to me, I conjure you in the name of Trafimenes, 
' to refume all the faculties of life, which you 
' have lofi in appearance.' The lady, opening 
her eyes, fa w the eagle, and c1 ied, fia y my 
' dear lover, £1:ay ;' but the kingly bird, gave a 
difmal fhriek, flew away, and carried the feathered 
fongfiers with him. 

The lady turning to Torticoli, faid, ' I was 
' more obedient to the diet.ates of love than thofe 
' of gratitude, otherwife I fhould have firfi addref­
' fed rnyfelf to you, to whom I owe all things, 
' for you have releafed me from a fleep, in which I 
' have lain buried about two hundred years: a 
' magician, who loved me, was the cauf e of all 
' my miferies, and refcrved this glorious adven­
' ture for you. It is inmy power alfo to ferve you 
' in my turn, and I paffi ,')nately defire to do it: I 
' am entirely rnifirefs of the arts of the fairy 

' kind , 
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'· kind, and can render you as happy as you pleafe. 

' Madam (replied the prince) if by your know­

' ledge you can penetrate the minds of men, you 

will ealily difcover that notwithfianding all my 

' di(~races, I ar!} lefs to be pitied than another." 

' It is your good-nature makes you fay fo (quoth 

' the fairy) pray do not detain me fo long from 

' !hewing you how defirous I am to be grateful: 

' what is it you can afk for? fpeak, and it is yours. 

' I afk (faid the prince) to have an opportunity to 

refrore your dear Trafimenes to your arms, for 

' whom you fhed fo many precious tears.' ' You 

• are too generous, fays the lady, to prefer my 

' infiereO: to your own; that important affair is 

' to be determined by another perfon. I dare fay 

' no more, only that per fon will not be indifferent 

' to you: but I am impatient to know how I can 

' oblige you.' Ah, madam, (replied the prince, 

' throwing himfelf at her feet) you fee what a 

' frightful figure I make; I am called Torticoli in 

' deriG.on; let me not look fo ridiculous for the 

' future.' The fairy touched him thrice with the 

Golden Bough, faying, 'rife, the mo.fr accomp­

' Iifhed man in the world ; nobody before you, 

your name for the future fhall be Nonparelio, for 

' none ever deferved it fo well as yourfelf.' 

The greatful prince embraced her knees, and 

by filence which expreffed his joy more than a 

thoufand words could do, he gave her room to 

guefs how his foul was tranf ported. The fairy 

obliged him to rife, .and he looked in the glaffes 

which adorned the chamber; but Torticoli was 

loft in Nonparelio; he was three feet higher, his 

hair hung in large curls on his fhoulders, hi s 

mien became majefi:ic and graceful, his features 

regular, his looks fprightiy ; in a word, he was 

the nuHer-piece of an obliging and ingenious 

H 6 fa iry. 
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f.iiry~. - I am forry (fays the lady) it is not per., 
' mitted me to inform you of your deflin y, to tell 
' you what rocks and fhelves fate throws .in your 
4 way, that you might avoid them. \/\Tith what 
' pleafure fhould I add this good office te the laft ! ,, 
~ butI fhould offend the fuperior genius that gvides 
' , you.' 'Go, prince fly from the tower, and 
a. remember the fairy Benigna, who has doue this 
' for you, and will always be your friend.' At 
'thefe \11Jords the palace and windows the r:>rince 
had feen difappeared, and he found himfelf in the 
middle of' a:r:i overgrown forefi, above three hun­
dred miles from the tower in which the Brown 
King had confined him. 

Let us leave him there, endeavouring to recover 
iiiimfelf out of his amazement, and fee what be­
came of the guards that were fet upon him, and 
the prirtcefs Trognon, after this accident. The 
poor foldiers wondering that their prince did not 
call for his fupper, . entered his chamber, and not 

·Ending him there they fearched for him with great 
e:i..aclnds-all over the tower, and when they fav1 
their Jabour was in vai11, they were almofi dea:d with 
fear of the Brown King's difpleafure at his fan's 
efcape: they confulted how they fhould favc them~ 
f elves from the violence of his refen.tment, and in 
the enrl thought of a way which they hoped wuuki 
deceive hi.m. They refolved that one of thei r c0m­
rndesrnould take to his bed,. :as tho' he was fick, ar.d 
not any one fee him, giving out it was the prince,.. 
who 1..vas very ill. They intended aftern ards to 
report he was dead, and by burying a grea t faggot­
flick infiead of his highnefs impofe upon their 
foverei gn, who otherwife they knew wo·uld put 
every man of them to death. This contrivance 
they believed was infallible, and the y d id accord­
ing as they ·had refolved . The lea.ft foldier of the 
gulrd$,. ?Zith a counterfeit hump-back, lay along 

like 
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Uke a, fick perfon ; the king was told his fon was 

ill, his majefiy fuppofing it was an .affected illnefs, 

and that the prince thought to mollify him by it, 

did not abate any part of his feverity towards him, 

the trembling guards had what they wiilied for, 

and the more earnefily they feemed to beg for him11-

the lefs notice the king took of his fan's danger. 

As to -the princefs Trognon, fue arrived in- a 

little machine about two feet high, which ma­

chine was enclofed in a litter. King Brown went 

to meet her. \Vhen he found fhe was fo deformed 

a creature, a cripple, her ikin fcaled like a fifh,. 

her noie flat and broad, her mouth reaching from 

ear to ear, he could not forbear fay.in~, ' princefs. 

' Trognon, you are very cival to difpife my fan; 

' he is ugly, tt is true, but not fo bad as you are.? 

' My lord, (faid fhe) I have n ot fo good an opi­

, nion of my own merit, as to be angry at the un-

6 kind things you fay to me; huwever, I cannot 

' think you believe this way of proceding to be 

' an effeclu;il means to make me love your fan, 

' tl1e charmi11g Torticoli ! yet I mufl be plain with 

' you; as ugly as I am, I fhall never marry him, 

' but always value the title of princefs Trognon. 

' more than that oF queenTortic-ili.' King Brown 

was highly offended at thi'> anfwer. I affure yon, I 

' will keep my worJ wi1 h my fan and y our father: 

when you were at home he was your mailer ; now 

you 2re here, I am. She replied, ' I never came 

'- here with my own liking, and fhall always look 

' upon yl u as my mortal enemy, if you put the ­

, 1eafi: confiraint on my inclinations.' The king 

turned fh0rt and left her, more enraged than he 

was before~ He afiigned her apartments in the 

p:ilace, and I_adies to wait upcn he_r, giving them, 

orders to adv1fe her to marry the prmce, as the beft 

thing ilie could do. ln_ 
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In the mean time the guards, being afraid 
that their trick would be difcovered if they did 
not make hafie to put it in execution, told the 
king the prince was dead. He was fo grieved at 
the news, that nobody thought be could ever have 
·been fenfible of fo much farrow: He cried, he raved, 
and laying the death of his fan to the princefo 
Trognon's charge, he commanded fhe fhould be 
fhut up in the fame tower where he had been con­
fined. The poor princefs was equally furprifed 
and troubled to find herfelf on a fndden made a 
prifoner in fuch a dif mal place-: She. was a lady of 
fpi r it, and talked as beca me her on foch treat­
ment, but nob9dy would hearken to her. She then 
endeavoured to find out a way to convey a letter 
to her father, to acquaint him with her hard ufage, 
and defired him to come and deliver her; but 
nobody would affifi: her in it . He1 letters were 
all intercepted and given to tl:e Brown King; 
which fhe not knowing, lived in hope of a kin<l 
anfwer from her father, and paffed away the time 
of her confinement as well as {he could. She hur­
ried every day into the gallery, to look upon the 
pictures in the windows, and was wonderfully 
pleafed with the different im2ges !he faw fo hap• 
pily reprefented there; among whom was her own 
ugly pi&ure in all her deformity, a greater won. 
der than all the reft. 'The painters have be;en 
' very bu[y with my effigies Gnce I arri~ed here, 
' (quoth the princefs1 could they find out nothing 
'ridiculous to divert their fancies with but me ? 
' or w0uld they only fet off that lovely young !hep• 
' herdefs there, by painting me always by her?' 
She then gazed upon the picture of a fhepherd, 
with whofe charms fhe was infinitely deligh!ed. 
, How unhappy (faid fhe) is :i perfon whom nature 
'hath affronted, as fhe has done me ! The tears 

· foon followed thefe words; and happening to fee 
her 



her face in the glafs, fhe hafiily turned her head 

afide, and to her great aftonifhment, faw behind 

her a little old hag, who was half as deformed a­

gain as the princefs. Quoth the Female Monfier~ 

' chufe which you wilJ, virtue or beauty; your 

' complaints are fo moving, that they have touched ~ 

' me, If you will be handfome, you mufl: be a 

• proud inconfiant coquet; if you will remain as 

' you are, you {hall be wife, modefi, and efleemed 

'by all the world.' Trognon, looking fiedfafily 

upon the witch that fpoke to her, demanded of her 

if beauty and virtue were incompatible. 'No 

' (fays the little old Hag) but with refpect to you 

' fate has de_creed that you {hall have the one or 

' the other, and not both of them.' 'Is it fo (faid 

' Trognon with a bold and refolute air) then I pre-

' fer my uglinefs to beauty.' 'How! (replied 

' the Monfier) would you rather frighten "than 

' charm all that fre you?' ' Yes, :Madam (faid 

' the princefs) I'll rather be the mofi: miferable 

'creature upon earth than want virtue. I have 

' brought you my yellow and white muff on pur-

, pofe ( quoth the be I dam : ) Blow on the yellow 

'fide of it, and you fhall become like that lovely 

• fhepherdefs with whofe picl.ure you have been fo 

• charmed, and be beloved by the fhepherd whofe 

' image has more than once pleafed you; blow on 

'the white fide, and you fhall find y0mfelf con­

, firmed in the paths of virtue, in which you fo 

' courageouily have refolved to walk • 1 Let i be 

• fo, .Madam (fays- the princefs, I fhall then be 

' comforted amidft all the contempt I meet with 

' in the world on account of my deformity.' Then 

the little old Gypf y gave her the muff of virtue 

and beauty. Trognon accepted of it, blowed on 

the white lide, and thanked the fairy, who imme-

<l iatel y vanifhed. The 
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The princefs rejoiced in the happy- choice ffi.e 
bad made; and as much reafon as fhe had t , envy 
the inc.,mparable beauty .of the fhcpherdefs tha t 
wa-. painted i!) the wind )Ws, fhe rece_ived com· 
fort 111 thefe confiderations: that beauty Vqnifhes 
like a ·dream, that virtue is an everlafting trea· 
fore, and an umdterable beauty, which Jafls lrmger 
than life. She hoped her father wnuld foon come 
with an army to free her fr ·m her irnprifonment: 
She v 1ited for his arriv.:11 with the lafi impatience 
and !on e-ed to go up to the fort of he tower, to fee 
if he W 3S coming; but fhe could nvt crawl up fo 
hi ~h : fo fhe crawled into her ch ,1 mber as nimble 
as a tortoife, or rather with the expedition of a 
fmi!, anrl bade her woman can y her up When 
fhe w:i s there, fhe looked out of the windov, which 
faced to that part of the country ·through which her 
father mufi march, if be rnme to her a ffiftance. 
She faw nothing; but as fhe was leaning againfi 
the wall, it happened that the O:ones, which prince 

' Tortir.oli had taken out and ill put in again, fell 
down, and with them the golden key, which 
chinking near the princefs Trogn0n's feet. fhe 
t"-O ._; k it up~ and examined wh;:it fervice it w s fet 
t·here for. Having a r;rea t deal of fenfe, fhe pre­
fentl v imagined it was to open the cupb')ard with, 
but there being no luck to be feen, fhc coul j not 
tel1 how: At lafi fhe ef pied the hole, and opened 
it, being no lefs ravi.fhed than the prince had b"en 
at the fight of the wonders {he faw within it. 
There we~·e four thoufand drawers full of ancient 
and modern rarities. Coming to the fhutter, fhe 
faw the box and the hand fwirnming in blood: 
She trembled all over, and would h - ve tlir, vn it 
away; but fbe was hindered by the fecret influence 
of a fuperior power. ' Ah, (faid fhe) mournfully:>-
6 what have I done? It is death to flay he1e with 
6 this divided hand.' At the infla1.t fhe heard a 

foH. 
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foft agreeable voice, faying, ' Have a good heart 1. 

'- pri1icefa; your happinefs depends on this ad­

' ventu1 c.' ' Alas! (replied Trognon) wl:at can 

'- I do?' ' Carry (faid the voic~) this hand with 

' you into your chamber, hide it under your Pil-­

' low, and when you fee an eagle give it to him 
6
· that very minute.' 

As much as the pdncefs wa:-i frighted, there was. 

fomething fo perfuaGve in the vr.iice, that ihe did 

not heGtate about obeying it:: fhe replaced the 

dro.wers and rarities in order as ihe found them, 

withotlt taking away any of them. Her guards, 

who were afraid that fhe would .ilfo make her 

efcape in her turn, ran into her chamber, fearch­

ed for her, and were amazed to find her in a 

place where they thought ilie could not have got. 

up but by enchantrnent. 
lt was three days before Trognon faw any thing :. 

fne durfl not open the fini carbuncle box, fhe was 

fo terrified by the divided hand. The third night 

after fhe heard a noife againfi her window ; fhe 

opened the curtain, and by moon-light faw an 

eagle hovering about it: fhe rofe as well as fhe­

could, and crawling along the chamber, opened 

the window. The eagle entered, and clapped his 

wings with a great noife in fign of joy: She ­

gave him the hand imm_ediately; he took it with 

his claws, and a moment after fhe could fee no 

mo re of him; but in his place there ppeared the 

handfomefl young man fhe ever faw ir her life, 

•ith a crown .upon his head, his robe fet all over 

with diamonds, and a picture in his hand. He 

fp , ke to her firf1:, faying, ' Princefs, it is above 

' two hundred years fince a .traitorous magician 

' detaine<l me in this palace. He and I loved the 

' fairy Benigna : I was beloved, and he jealous. 

' His art was greater than mine: and refolving 
6 to make his advantage be my ruin, he forbJde 

'm~ 
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' me one day, with a commanding ai.r, to· fee her 

any more. I was too amorous, and of too high 
a q~iality, to hearken to liis injunc..<"tions: I threat· 6 
ened him, and the fair one I adored was fo 

' offended with the infolence of the magician, that 
6 fhe forbade him, in her turn, ever to approach 
• her again. The villain refolved to be revenged 
4 on both of us. One day, as I was near her, 
' charmed with the fight of her picqure, which fhe 
• had jufi then given me, and was gazing on it 
' with admiration and joy, he came, and at one 
' blow firuck off my hand with his fa bre. The fairy 
' Benigna (for fo the queen was called) was more 
' trqubled at this accident than myfelf; fhe fell 
' down in a fwoon on her bed, and I in an in·· 
' fiant, was transformed into an ea£1e. The ma­
' gician fuffered me every day to fee the queen, 
' without approaching near her, or waking her; 
' and I had the fatisfaclion to hear her often figh, 
' and talk of her dear Trafimenes in her fleep. I 
' knew, that after two hundred years a certain 
' prince was to reftore Benigfla to life, and a cer• 
• tain princefs to give me my former iba pe again, 
' by delivering my hand to me; and this benign 
' fai1 y, who is concerned for your glory, would 
' have it fo: It was ibe that fo carefully locked up 
' my hand in the cupboard in the fort ; it was 
' ilie that enabled me to pay my acknowledg. 
' ments to yo4: AD{, princefs, what you will; 
' whatever you wiib you llia!l have.' 

' Great king (replied Trognon, having ftood a 
' minute or two thinking upon it) it I did not 
' pref ently return you an anfwer, it was not be­
' caufe I was at a lofs what to fay; but l have 
' been fo little ufed to fuch iurpriGng adventures, 
6 that I cou ld not tell whether this was real or irna • 
' ginary.' ' No, madam, (faid Trafimenes) it is 
, no illufion; you iball experience the realitv as 

' foon 
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• foon as you tell me your wifh.' ' If I fhould ::dk 

' all thofe bleffings of you (fays the princefs,) 

which I w.ant to be perfect, boundlefs as your 

' power is, I believe it would be difficult for you 

' to fatisfy me; but I fhall keep to what is mo~ 

' effential: Let my foul be as lovely as my body 1s 

' ugly and deformed.' ' Ah, princefs (replied 

Trafimenes) you charm me with the goodnefs of 

' your choice; but what can render it more ac• 

' complifhed than it is already? Your body 

' therefore fhall become as lovely as your foul.' 

He then touched her with the fairy's picture; her 

bones prefently gave a crack, and firetched them­

felves out, fo that fhe was at once tall, fair, {height, 

and had a complexion whiter than milk: Her 

features were all regular, her mien majefl:ic and 

modefi, ) et delicate and agreeable. ' Prodi_gious ! 

' (cried fhe) is it I? Is it poffible ?' 'Yes, madam, 

• (fays Trafimenes) it is you ; the wife choice 

' which you made of virtue has acquired you this 

' happy change in your frame and I am over­

, joyed I was defi:ined to contribute to it: Leave 

' for ever the name of Trognon, and take that of 

' Brilliant, which you deferve for the brightnefs 

' of your graces and charms.' He faid, and va­

nifhed; and the princefs not knowing which way 

fhe came thither, found herfelf under the fhade of 

a covert of trees, by the fide of a little river, one of 

the pleafantefi in the univerfe. 

She had not yet feen herfelf unce her metarnor: 

phofis. The firfi time that fhe faw her new 

highnefs, was in the water of that river, which 

was fo cleJ.r, that with wonder fhe perceived the 

alteration to her advantage, and that fhe was the 

fame fhepherdefs whofe picture !he had fo often 

admired in the windows of the gallery. Like it 

£he was cloathed in a white gown, adorned with 

fine lace, the prettiefi that ever fhepherdefs wore; 
round 
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·,ound her waifi: fhe had a girdle of rofes and fe"' 
famrns ;· her hair was done up in treffes with How• 
tr~, a gilded crook lay by her (ide, and a flock of 
ilieep grazed on the river's bank: A dog attended 
them; and both -the fheep and the dog feemed 
already to know her voiq: as that of their mif­trefs. 

One cannot imagine the thoufandth part of her 
refl.ec1ions on fo many wonders. She was born 
and had lived the ug lief1: of human creatures, but 
fhe was however a princefs; fhe was now as bright · 
as the mornir:iz; ftar, bLtt no more than a fhep­
herdefs; and fhe could not be infenfib1e of the lofs of her rank. 

Thefe meditations employed her till fhe fell 2fleep. She had had very little reft all night ; for though {he knew nothing uf the matter, (be had t,:-::ivelled above two hundred leagues which tired tier,. and indeed was enough to tire a woman of 
the befi heart in the world. Her fheep and her 
Elog gathered about her, and watched her as fhe 
fhould have done them. The fun when it rofe 
could not hurt her, the fhade defending her beau:o ties from his piercing rays : and, the green grafs, cm which fhe reclined, feemed proud of the beauti• ful burthen it boreo 

'I'he violet-Jprings beneath lrer liead, 
The primroje at her feel ; 

A thoujand flo wers their odou;-s Jpread, 
T (1 make her jlurnber fweet. 

The birds joined their tuneful melody, the ze­
phyrs wantonly played with her fylvan garments; 
but 10011 the feathered choirs gave o'er, the ze­
phyrs ceaied to fan the air, for fear the nymph 
fhould a wake. A fhepherd retiring from the heat 
of the f.un bca ms1. and obferving the place where 

{he 
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the lay to be fhady, came thither; but wben he 

faw the fh epherdefs Brillian!", he \\'as fo firuck, 

that if he bad not rdl:ed himfelf agaiofr a tree he 

had fallen to the ground. Indeed he difcovercd it 

was the very fame perfon whofe beauty had fo 

charmed him with her picture, in the windows of 

the gallery and the vellum book; for the reader will 

foon imagine, that this fhepherd rnufl: be Prince 

Nonp,relio: An unknown power had kept him in 

this country, where he was admired by all that be .. 

hdd him: his addrefs, hi~ air, his wit, dif-

in• uifherl him as much among the fhepherds as his 

bir h woulcl have done elfe,.vhere. He looked on 

B i1iir1n t with · equal attention and pleafure, of 

.v.·hich he h;id never before been fenfible: He kneel­

ed down by her, examined that colleclion of beau­

ti es whit ·h 1 endered the whole together perfect, and 

his heart was the firfi. that paid her tba t homage, 

which nont> fince durfi. refufe her. Vvhile he was 

gazine; thus upon her, Brilliant awoke, and feeing 

Nonparelio near her in a fuepherd's h abit, yet 

gallant to the lafi. degree, fhe looked, and re­

membered fhe had fcen his pi8:ure in the tower. 

' Lovely fhepherdefs (faid he) what happy def­

, tinY\-brought you here, where you arc without 

" doubt come to receive our vows and our incenfe? 

' Ah, I feel already, that none will be more eager 

' to pay his homage to you than myfelf. Shep­

, herd (replied the princefs) I cannot pretend to 

' require honours that are not my due ; my defire 

i is to remain a fimple fhepherdefs, with my 

' flock and my dog, and that folitude in which 

i I delight m ore than all other enjoyments. How! 

' fair fhepherdefs, (faid the prince) do y cu come 

' here to hide yourfelf from all m ortals? Is it pof­

, "'1.ble that you can mean any thing i:l by us? At 

' leart let me be accepted, fince I am the firfi. that 

• cffered my fervice to you, l !hall not fee you 
othe1 wife 

6 
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' othrwife than any one elfe (replied Brilliant) 
' though I confefs I have already a particular ef· 
' teem for you, and deGre you would conduct me 
« to the houfe of fame wife fhepherdefs, with 
' whom I may fpend my days in retirement and 
' peace; for being a ftranger to this place, and 
' of an age that does not love to be alone, I fhall 
• be glad tobeundcrfogood government.' Non­
parelio rejoiced that fhe would make ufe of his 
fervice in fuch an affair: He conducted her to a 
cottage fo neat, that nothing in nature could be 
more pleafant. There lived a little old woman in 
it, who feldom fiirred out, fhe being fo old, that 
fhe could hardly walk on her legs. Here, fays 
Nonparelio, pref en ting Brilliant, here is an incom­
parable damfel for you, whofe looks are enough to 
make .you look young again. The old woman 
embraced her, and with a courteous air bade her 
welcome, faying, ' She was forry fhe had no better 
' lodging for her, but fhe would make it up with 
' friendfhip, and lodge her in her breaft. I did 
' not think (fays Brilliant) to find fo much kindnefs 
' and courtef y here; I affure you, mother, I re­
' joice extremely that I met you, and fhall have 
• the happinefs of your company: And pray tell 
( me your name (added fhe, addreffing herfelf to 
' the fhepherd) that I m3y know to whom I am 
1 obliged for this favour. I am called Nonparelio 
' (replied- the prince, by my companions) but for 
' the refi of my life I defire no name but that of 
' your flave.' The old woman afked the fhep­
herdefs what her name was, and fhe anfwered, 
Brilliant, with which the hofl:efs was mightily 

..taken; .ind Nonparelio faid an hundred agreeable 
things on that fubjecc The little old fhepherdefs 
being afraid that Brilliant might be hungry, 
prefented her wi_th brown bread and cre?m in a 
clean earthen difh, forne new laid e6gs, new 

butter, 
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butter and cheefe. Nonparelio ran to his hut, and 

:fetched fome nuts, cherriest and other fruit, 

finely f et off with flowers. He begged leave of 

her to din·e with her, that he might have the op· 

portunity of her company the longer ; and ilie 

could not without difficulty refufe him, for fhe 

began to be wonderfully delighted in the fight of 

him; :rnd thougl) fhe affected to appear cold in the 

matter, yet he perceived his prefence would not be 

unacceptable. 
When they parted, fhe did nothing but think of 

him, and he oi her. He viGted her every day, 

and dro·1.-e her flock to the fame paflure where his 

grazed: He fung pailionate fangs, played on his 

flute, and tuned his pipe to tempt her to dance; 

which £he did with fo much air and grace, that he 

could never enough admire her. Each of them re· 

fleeting on the feries of adventures they had met 

with, began to be uneaf y: Nonparelio was always 

feeking for her whenever he miffed her; and fhe 

always avoided him. 

Whm, walking in Jome lonely jhade, 

.Aione /,e met the lcvely maid, 

His pa.ffi'rnhejo rcell defign'd, 

And .fhew' d how lovers hearts ie•ere join'd 
11,at /he, who turnl with equal flame, 

Perceiv' d her fie!, nefs re as the Jami!: 

By what lie Jaid, and foe could prove, 

1.()o rcell fl1e knew her pain was love, 

1ill thm fin oft;;nfigh'd and wept, 

Aud feldom eat, and jeldorn j/Ppt. 

From him foe learn'd the killing [mart 

Was caus'd, like his, by cup1·d·s dart: 

1 oo la:e her danger then/he Ane·<.1, 

A.td fr rn her much-lov'd }J:epherd jlae1; 
Wl.h 



161 THE Go'LDEN. BoucH-. 

fFith pain .fhe flew, and blam 'd lzer jli'ght9 
To faun a jlame Jo pzwe and bright. 
':the lover thought lzis 1tfage flrange, 
]\-or guefs' d the meaning of the change; 
He jlill purju'd her o'er the plain, 
And fought her ev'ry were in vain: 
:She fled the place if he was there·, 
And never his complaints would hear. 

Brillhnt was angry wi-th herfelf for loving No·n-· 
parelio. ' What (faid fhe) have not · I only the 
6 misfortune to love, but to . love a wretched fhep-
6 herd? V\That cruel deftiny purfues me? I have 
·~ .preferred virtue to beauty; Heaven to reward 
' my choice, has made me beautiful, and yet 
·s how miferable am I ! Was it not for that beauty~ 
' the fhepherd from whom l fly would not be at fo 
' much pains to pleafe me and I fhould have had 
,i; no need to be afhamed of my tendernefs for 
' hi'm.' Her foars always put an end to thefe fad · 
reflect.ions, and her trouble was increafed by the 
trouble fhe gave her lovely fhe.pherd, which re­
duced hirn to a miferable condition; for he gave 
himfelf over to farrow anti defpa ir. He had a 
mind to let Brilliant know the dignity of his birth, 
in hopes that he might touch her vanity, if he 
could not reach her heart; but then he thvught fhe 
would not believe him; and if {he fhould require a 
proof of it, he could not give it her. ' What a 
' fad fate is mine! (fays he to himfelf) though I 
' was frightful to look on, I was heir to a crown 
' and a kingdom, which will fup ply all def'ec'ls: 
' It is now in vain for me to fhew myfelf to my 
' Father or his fubjecls; neither of them will 
6 know or own me; and all the :good the fairy 
' Benigna has done me in takin g -away my name 
' and my deformity, is to make a fhepherd of 
' me, and to deliver me up to the charms of a 

~ fhepherdefo 
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" fhepherdefs who cannot e1'1dure my vo,vs. Oh, 
' barbarous fiars, either become more propitious 
' to me, or render me deformed and a:. indifferent 
' as before!' 

Such were the melancholy meditation!& of the 
lover and his mifirefs, without knowing .one an­
ther's cares; and thus it continued for fome 
time with ther.l, It happened one day, that 
Brilliant flyi ,g from Nonparelio, the fhepherd re­
folving to fl:_Jesk to her, thought of a \V'JY to do it 
which would be leafi offenfive to her. He took a. 
little lamb, aml drefi it up with flowers, and put 
a collar of ribbons about his neck; hirnfelf wore 
a rofe-coloured taffety coat, covered with Englifh 
lace; his crook ~as adorned with ribbons, and 
h~ had a filken fcrip by his fide. Thus arrayed, 
all the Celadons in the world ·would have looked 
like fa many clowns to him. He found Brilliant 
fitting on a bank of a river, which glided through 
the thickefl part of a wood; her fheep were feed· 
ing round her, and the fhepherdefs·s penfivenefa 
firuck an awe on the fhepherd, for fear of dif• 
turbing her. He approached her trembling, pre· 
fented the little bmb to her, and looking languifh. 
ingly on her, faid, ' \Vhat have I ·done to you, 
' fair fhepherdefs, to dr3w upon me fuch dread­
' fol marks of your averfion ? You "re 'Jngry 
' with yourfelf if you chance to look up m me ; 
'you fly me: tell mein what my paffion appears 
' fo offenfive to you ; can you deiire a more pure 
' and faithful love? Are not rnv wJrds and ac .. 
' tions full of ref peel and warm.th r A.las! it is 
' too true, that you love elfewhere, and your 
' heart is prepoffeffed in favour of another. Bril· 
' liant, whom the muies had ble!fed as well as 
' fairies, re flied in v~rfe; 

1 Siepherdt 
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_ Shepherd, when thou fee.fl me fly; 
Why /nould that thy fear create J 

Maids may be as often fly 
Out ef love, a· out vf hate. 

When from you I fly are1ay, 
'] is becaufe I fear to flay. 

Did I out of hatred run, 
Lefs would be my pain -and care; 

But, the youth I lnve, I Jhu11, 
Who could fuch a trial bear? 

i'Vho that fuch a [wain did fee, 
Wko could love, and.fly like rmf? 

Cruel duty bids mega, 
Gentle love commands my flay : 

Ditty's /lill to love a foe; 
Shq.ll I this or that obey? 

Duty frowns, and Cupid fmifrs, 
That defends, and this beguihs. 

Ever by this cryfial jlream 
J could .fet and fee thee jigh ; 

Rdvi.1i'd with this plea.Jing dream, 
Oh, 'lisworfe tkan death to.fly: 

But the danger is fa l reat, 
Fear gives wings inRead of fe,t. 

lJ thou lov'fi n1e, _ll1e/iherd, leave me: 
!f f flay lam undone ; 

Qh, thou rnay'jf with etJje deceive we ;1 

P,ythPe, charming boy , /;e gone: 
Heav'n decrees that we mu.fl part; 
1-le has 111y vows, and thou my !tear!. 

Having faid this, :fhe ran away from him. The 
love..fick and defp:iiring prince followed her; but 

hi:. grid gr,n,ing too firong for him, he fell at 
the 
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the foot of a tree, and fiirred no more than if he 

l1ad been quite dead; cryin g, ' Ah, too feven;, 

' too favage virtue, why <l oft thou fear a man 

' whofe paaion is fo fervent and innocent?' The 

prinGefs was afraid of herfelf as much as of him; 

fhe could not forbear doing jufl:ice to the merit of 

the charming fhepherd, and knew that the fureft -

way to be fafe, is to fly from the perfon that ap· 

pears too lovely in our eyes. 
None ever gained fuch a conquefi: over thcm­

fdves as fi1e did at that time, fhc tearing herfelf 

from an object, lhe deareft: to her foul that ever fhe 

faw in her life. She could not help turning back 

feveral times to fee if he followed her. She faw. 

him fall down half dead ; fhe love<l him, and yet 

refufed him the comfort of being affified by her. 

,~Then fhe got out of the wood into the plain, fhe 

lifted up her eyes and cried, '0 virtue! 0 glory! 

' 0 greatnefs ! I fa crifice my quiet to you. 0 

' deftiny ! 0 Trafimenes ! 1 renounce my fatal 

' beauty; let me be as ugly as ever, or let me 

' have the lo,;;er I abandon without blufhing.' 

;Having thus exclaimed againfi her ill fortune, fhe 

remained a while, doubting whether fhc fhould go 

b<'!ck and help him, or fly further from him Love 

would have had her ret·urn to the place where fhe . 

left N"onparelio; but her Yirtue triumphed over 

her tenderncis, :rnd fhe refolved never t~ fee hi 1"J1 

more. 
Since fh e had come into this country, fhe heard 

talk of a famous magician, who lived in a cafile. 

which he and r.is fifter had built on the borders of 

an iiland: Nothin g wa5 fo much talked of as their 

vafi fkill; tbey every day did mir:icles. Brillian t 

fancied fhe fh ould never be able to drive the image 

of her dear fhephe rd out of her mind without the 

help of magic; and, withont faying a word t (). 

her charitable hoflefs, ,dio .bad ~nttrtained lie r, 

I ~ aud 
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:md loved her as if fhe had been her own daughte1·, {he went towards the ca file, fo full of trouble, that fhe did not think of the peril fhe was running into on account of her youth, and expofing herfelf alone in a {h.inge place. She flopped neither night r.or d ay, neither eat nor drank, fo eage-r was {he to arrive at the cafi:le, to be cured of lier tendernefs; and paffing through a wood, fhe heard the voice of a perfon finging, which fhe thought file knew, and that fhe heard her name alfo. She flopped, to be the more fore of it; and hearkenin~ to the fong, found it was as follows; 

I. 
Young Nonparelio lov'd a maid, 

As fair as e'er was fem; 
Theglory he of all the glade, 

And llze of all the green. 

lI. 
ihe Jylvan train with envy Jaw 

7 he lovely loT.1ing pair ; 
The fwain approach'd the nymph with awet The nymph. thejwain with/ear. 

III. 
Flir Brilliant fled from his complaint, Afraid to hear his fighs, 
And doubtingjhe t,:ith j oy Jhculd grant Whal. Jh~ with grief drnies. 

IV. 
$ht racl.s hnjelf to feem Jeveri; 

He j<'es JI. e does &ut feign: Tho' wh: n ' e's prefentjhe'sinf,ar, When ab Jent jhe's in pain. 

v. 
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V. 
With pleafure, /;y Jome murm'ring Jlrett1J7,, 

She Zi{lens to his lays, 
Still glad to find herjelj 1he theme. 

And flattered with his praife. 

VI. 
Nor need he follow, for her tace 

Does ne'er continue long; 
fhe Jlackens, when he jings, her race, 

Anc:i learns her lover's Jong. 

-' It is too much (faid fhe weeping) dofi thou-

• boafi of my innocent favours? indifcrect fhep• 

• herd ! thou prefumeft that my weak heart wot1ld 

' facI'ifice my duty to my paffion: thou hafi: dif-

• covered thy unlawful defire, and thou art the 

' caufe of my being the f port o{ the woods and 

• plains.' She believed her fpite and revenge had 

fo far got the maftery of her, that £he was i1:1 a 

{bte of indifference, if not of hatred, towards 

him, and continued thus talking to herfelf: 'what 

' need I go any farther, to feek for a cure for my 
• difeafe? I have nothing to fear from a fhepherd, 

' in whom I have found fo little merit; I will go 

' back to the -village with the fhepherdefs whofe 

' ,,oice I heard.' She then called to her as loud 

.iS !he could, but nobodyanfwered: ;ind yet every 

n ow and then fhe heard her finging near her. 

fear -and difquiet feized her, and indeed it wc.1s­

truc: for the wood belonged to the magician, 

and none ever paffed through it withoutfomefhang(t' 

adventure or othe1. Brilliant, in more doubt than 

'1ver, haflened out of the wood as fafi: as fhe coitld. 

' Is the fhepherd I was afraid of become fo formida­

ble to me, that I cannot venture to fee him again? 

lsit not rather my heart, which £des with him, that 

ould deceive me ? fie, fie, it is all fuch a wretched 

I .3 princef:s-
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· princefs M I have to do. So fhe went 011 to the 
magician's cafile, and entered it with·out meeting 
any obfiicle. She croffed feveral courts, where 
the grafs was fo high, one would have thought. 1106 
body had been there for an hundred years 
before; there were fo many briars and thorns, 
tna t fhe fcratched hel' hands in fever;;il places to 
make her v,,ay throu gh them. The fide room fh!J 
came to was a hall, into which the light only 
came through a little hole; it was hung with bat! 
wings inGead of ta pdhy ; twelve nts were tied 
up by the heels to the cieling, and kept fuch a 
growling that it was intolerable; twelve mice 
were faf1:ened to a long table by the tail, each of them with a bit of bacon before it, but at fuch a diftance, that neither· could reach it: thus the · cats faw the mice; and the mice the bacon, with• 
out being able to reach what they wanted, though they were al1 ready to be fiarved. 

The · princefs was muiing on the fate of theft 
animals, when the magician came to her in a long 
black robe ; he had a crocodile on his head, 
which fe.rved him infread of a cap, and never did 
man wear fuch a terrible bonnet before ; in on~ 
band he had a pair of f peclacles, and in the other 
a wip of twenty long fnakes, all a live. It is 
not to be imagined what terror feized the prin­
cefs at his appearance. She was forry fhe had lofl: 
her fhepherd, her flock, and her dog, and her 
thoughts were taken up how fhe might efcape this 
·monfl:er; for as he was dreffcd, he looked more 
like Cerberus than a conjurer. She ran to the 
door, bu,t felt herfelf entangled in nets of cob­
webs: As fafr as fhe cleared of one, fhe was 
caught in ano ther, and fo in another, till the num­
ber became almofi infinite; which tired her fo, 
that fhe had not firength enough in her arms to take the cobwebs off from h-er k>od y. .She lay down 

~ 
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on the ground to rdc herfelf, and fhe was fcaree 

down before £he felt thorns, and briers pricking 

her; and rifing up to avoid that inconvenience, 

fue was again involved in the cobweb nets. 'Th~ 

wicked old fellow feeing what paffed, laughed till 

his fides were ready to burfi. When his mirth 

was over, he called to her, and faid, ' thou wilt· 

' never be able to get free as long as thou livefi :· 

I like thee better than any damfel I ever beheld 

' before; thou an fairer than the fairefi, and as 

• young as one would wifh; if thou wiltrnarryrne, 

' I will give thee the twelve cats thou feefi: hang­

• ing up there, to do what thou wilt with them, as 

' alfo the twelve mice. The cats are fo many 

' princes, and the mice fo many princeffes: the· 

' jades at feveral times had the honour to be 

' liked by me (for I ever was amorous and gallant) 

• yet neither of them would love me. Thefe prin-

• ces were my rivals, and happier than I. Grow-· 

' ing jealous, I found means to tempt them· 

• hither, and as I caught them in my fnares, 1· 

• metamorphofed them into cats and mice. The' 

' jefi of it is that they hate one another as much 

• as they are beloved ; and never revenge was 

' fweeter or more complete.' 'Ah, my lord, 

• (replied Brilliant) turn me into a moufe; I de-

• ferve it as much as thefe poor princeffes. How? 

' (quoth the conjurer:) you little filly wench, 

' wilt thou not love me then ?' I am refolved 

' never to love any man, (faid the trembling 

' princefs.) Oh, what a fool thou art (fays the 

' magician) I will maintain thee t ·J admir:iticn, 

' tell thee tales, provide the fineft cloth'-s in the 

' world for thee: thou fha It never go out but in 

' thy CJach or chair, and every body fha ll call' 

' thee, my ladv.' It is my refolution never to 

' love (replied Brilliant.) Have c1 ca1e(quoth th.a 

' old felluw) what thou fa yefr; thou wilt a long 

It time 
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' tlme repent cit. No matter for theft (faid the 1 princefs) I am refolved never to 10\re.' Art ,. thou fo? ,.-eplied the ma gician;, thou ,nt a ~ery ' ' indi.ffer-:nt creacore, and for that reafon fhalt 

w be of a very particular fpecies of animals iu 
•11 joint, blood and bones: thou fh alt be green, • becaufe of the greencefs of thy youth, light and ' airy ; thou fhalt live in the meadows as thou • didft before: and be named Santerella, or a •_ Grafshopper. 'He then touched her, and fhe be· came the prettieft grafshopper in the world ; and enjoying her liberty, hopped immediately int<J ahe garden. 

As foon as fhe was alone, fhe burft out into the moft lamentable moan. ' Ah, (cried fhe) would ' I hid fii!I remained a cripple! would I had now ' thofe dear fupple legs that could not then fup­~ port me and that deformed fhape which frighted ' all beholders .! Ah, Trafimenes, where are thy ' fair promifes now ? what is become of that • bea,uty which was fo carefully kept for me above ' two hundred years? it is fhorter lived than tho ' fpring flowers. What does it all end in ? a s. green garment, a finguiar form, neither flefh, " nor fifh, bones nor blood. Ah, wretch that I • am, a crown would h.ave hid all my defects; ' I ihould have married a man worthy of me; ancl ' if I had continued a fhepherdefs fiill, my heart ' would have been the mofl: welcome pref en tin the 
i world to the m9fi amiable Nonparelio. Fortune • has fufficiently revenged the affront I put upon ' her. Vilhat am I now? a grafshopper, doomed ' to long nights and dayc;: though my heart is in • the bitternefs of woe, and I could weep a de· • luge.' Tbus talked Santerella in her new figure, frifking among the flowers and grafs which gre\V Jtn the banks of a river. 
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In the mean while prince Nonparelio could not 

fupport the bnrthen of his farrow for the abfepcc 

of his adon ble fhepherdefs : the obfiinacy with 

which fhe left him, touched him fo nearly, that he 

had not !lrength enough to follow her: he fell into 

a fwoon and remained infenfible of any thing, 

like oRe without life, at the foot of the tree where 

Brilliant faw hi~ fall. He continued thus fame 

time, till the frefhnefs of the ground, or f9me 

unknown power, reO:ored him to life. He dudl: 

not go to her houfe that day, and meditate~ 

incdfantly on that part of the verfes fhe repeated 

to him; the fenfe of which was: 

From whom we dearly lovr-, to fly; 

Does equal pains treate, 

.As, when we h·no,v the fee is nit;h, 

To fly from one we hate. 

Thence he received fome flatt ering hopes that 

time and his fervices would prevail upon her gra­

titude: but how unf peakable was his grief, when 

going to fee her at the old fh epherdefs's he un­

derfiood fhe had not been at home fince he faw 

her! he was almoft dead with fear and di fquiet, 

and wandered about the plains in an unfuccefs­

fu t fea rch after her. H e was weary, he refted 

himfelf on a ri ;·er 's hank, :rnd w::i s a hun dred tirnes 

going to leap in, ta end his misfo 1 tun es with his 

life. To exprefs the cares that ay upun his mind, 

he wrote thefe verfes with a bod ·in, on a willo,"I 

which grew over the river; 

This fair f oztntain, thrzt cle ·r btYJolr, 

T hefe deli ious ualts and r lwrzs ; 

Every place (Ill which 1 h k, 

Eve,-y fl gn au,rments my pains, 
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When the fovely maid was here, 
- All was Joy ; ~ut now foe's .fled 
.All is grief, and none jhall lzear 

)Vonparelio's lltniful reed. 

]}1zm the blufoing morn appears, 
When the day's hright beams decreafe, 

She's .a witnefs ()f my tears, 
She'my conj/ant farrow fees. 

Night and day's the Jame to me ; 
Still I weep, and jlill complain : 

Naught but death, can Jet me fru, 
]Vaught but death can cure my paitt. 

When I pierce thy tender rind, 
Prythee, gentle tree, forgive, 

J'hou a JJ,eedy cu1·e r.e:ill find, 
And, tho' deeper wounded, live : 

B{tt the torments of my !ieart, 
Wha can hear, or who ct:m heal 1 

There's no angui!h like the ]mart 
Which dejparing lover's feel. -

l3rilllant' s ever charming name 
Will thy growing beauties Jave: 

What can quench my raging .flame 7 
Vi'liat can eafe me but a grave ? 

He could write no more, being interrupted by a 
little old woman, who cJme up to him dreffed in a 
ruff and fardingale, with a hi;h crowned hat on; 
her grey hair and her antiquity "as every way 
\ 1cnerable. • Son, (faid fhe) I have heard yout 
• do'.<..ful complaints; pray tell me the 7aufe of 
• y,)ur trouble.' Ah, mother (replied the prince) 
' I 10 irn the l.ufs of a lovely !hephe1deis, who 

runs 
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s runs fr9m me; I know not where to follow her 

' and find-her, I am refolved to feek her all over 

' the earth, but I will learn fome news of her. 

' Go, {faid fhe) to yon caflle, and I believe you 

' will hear of her in a little time.' It was that of 

the conjuror which the old woman pointed at. 

Nonparelio thanked her, prayed love to be propi­

tious, and thither bent his way. 

He met with nothing that fiopped him, till ·he 

come to the wood belonging to the widow's houfe; 

here he fancied he faw his fhepherdefs, and ran 

after. her, crying, ' fiay, Brilliant, fiay and hear 

' me, my adorable fhepherdefa.' The nymph 

flying, and he following, the chace continued till 

night. When it was dark abroad, he efpied a bun..,, 

dance of lights in the ca{He. He flattered him­

felf that his mifhefs might be there; thither hi! 

hatleI'led, entered the court-yard without any im• 

pediment, mounted the fiair-cafe, and in a mag­

nificent hall faw a huge old fairy, horribly lean, 

her eyes refemoling two dying lamps; her arm~ 

were like laths, her fingers like bodkins, and th~ 

!kin of her carcafe like black fhagreen : however, 

fhe was patched and painted, covered with green 

.ind fad coloured ribbons. She wore a filver bro .. 

cade gown, a crown on her head, and was all 

over covered with diamonds. ' Prince, (faid 

' fhe) you have come to a place where I have a. 

' long time wifhed for you; think no more of. 

' your little fhepherdefs; you ought to be afhamed 

' of fuch a cl if proportionate paffion: I am the queen 

' of Meteors; I wHh you well, and fhall do infi­

' nitely for you, if you will love me.' Love you! 

' (replied the prince, looking on her with fcorn) 

' love you, madam! is it in my power to love 

' whom I pleafe? no, no, I can never be unfaith~ 

' ful; and if I c::mld, it would not be in favour of 

i your ladyfhit1 ; go, find out fome proper m-

l G .fiuence 
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'fl.uence for ,you among your Meteors; Jove the 
' air, the winds, and leave mankind in peace.' 

The Fairy was proud and choleric; fhe fifuck 
her wand twice againfl: the ground, and in an 
infiant the gallery was full of monfiers, with 
whom the young prince had to combat. Some of 
them feemed to have feveral heads, and feveral 
..arms: fome were like Centaurs, fome Syrens, 
fame like lions with human faces, forne like 
fphynxes and flying ferpents. Nonparelio had 
nothing in his hand to defend hirufelf, but his 
crook and a little fpeat", which he th ought he 
might fbnd in need of in his journey. The Fairy, 
before the monfiers fell upon him, afked him again 
if he would love her. He fiill ~nf•1ered, he de­
voted himfelf to death for his fair fhepherdefc;. 
The Hag finding fhe cemld not terrify him by his 
€Jwn d;rnger, thought of another expedient; fh~ 
made Brilliant appear : 'See there (faid fhe, then) 
'thy millrefs is at the lower end of the gallery ; 
' if thou d ofi refufe to marry me, fhe D1all be pre• 
'fently torn to eieces by tigers before thy fr.tee.' 
' Ah, Madam (cried the prince, throwing him­
' felf a t . her feet) fpare her life, and take mine. 
' I do not wan t thy life, traitor (replied the 
' Fa iry) it is thy love and thy hand that I de­
' fire.' While they talked thus together, the 
prince fancied he heard his fhepherdefs's. voice, in 
;a mournful tone, cryingi ' Will you then let 
' me be d@voured? if you love me, do what the 
• queen requires of you.' 

The poor prince was in fuf pence what to do i• 
the midfi of his troubles: He cried out, ' Ah,. 
' Benigoa, have you forfaken me, after fo mauy 
' kind promifes? Come and help me, Benigna ,. 
• in this my difirefs.' H av ing faid this, he heard 
.,. voice in the air, which. difiinclly pronounced 
thef e words. 

Defli.n y 
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DeO:iny will work her way': 

All things mull: her laws obey. 

Prince, be faithful to thy vow; 

lJ vc, and feek the Golden Bougfu. 

The Fai ry, who believed fhe fhonld be viclori­

eus by the help of fo many imaginary terrors, 

was enraged to- fee herfelf checked by a fuperiot 

power: The protection of the Fairy Benign a was 

an obfiacle in her way, and fhe could not get over 

it. ' Benigna (faid fhe) be[.one from my fight! 

' Unhappy Prince, thy heart is full of flames; 

' thoLt fhalt for the future b.e a cricket, always a 

'f1 iend tD heat and fii-e.' · 

In an infiant the beautiful and wonderous 

Prince Nonparelio became a little black cricket, 

who would have burnt hirnfelf alive in the firfi fire 

he came to, had he not remembered the friendly 

voice which he heard in the air~ 'Let us fearch 

'for the Golden Bough (faid he) perhaps it will 

' uncricket me; and if I find my dear fhepherdefa 

• here, how f-erfeclJy happy fhall I be ?' 

The cricket made the heft of his way, as fafi 

;ts he could, out of the fatal palace: He did not 

know where to go, and recommended himfelf to 

the care of the beautiful Fa.iry Benigna. Ht: 

departed without noife or equip21ge, for your 

uickets fear neither robbers nor ill adventures 

on the road. H1.s firfi: refting-place was in a 

hollow tree, where he found a 6ralh "pper very 

melancholy ; not a note could be got out of her. 

The cricket little imagining the grafhopper was 

an infect of parts, faid thus to her, not expecting 

an an lwer: ' Whi ther am you going, comrade 

' grafhopper, that you are fo fad?' And whither 

' are you bound, comrade cricket ?' quoth the 

grafhopper. The c1 icket was furprifed to hear 

her reply. ' How is this! can you f peak? (faid 
he. 
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'heS And can you? (faid the grafhopper). why~ 
' fhould we not have as great a privilege as you 
' crickets?' I may very well talk (quoth the 
' cricket) becaufe I am a man.' And by the fame 
' rule (fays the grafhopper, I may pretend to 
c the ufe of my t~ngue, for 1 am a maiden.' 
,. fays the cricket, I perceive your fortune is the 
' fame with mine.' Without doubt replied the 
~ grafhopper) but whither are you going? I fh all 
' be very glad (quoth the cricket) if it is your 
' way, that we may tre. vel together. I heard a 
' voice (faid fhe) in the air, pronouncing thefe 
~words: 

Defiiny will work her way ; 
Go" feek the Golden Bough. 

-• I fuppofe it was meant to me; and I imme­
' dia tel y fet out to fearch for it, thought I do not 
• know when~ to go.' · 

Their conference was interrupted by two mice, 
which they faw running at them with all their 
force. They leaped irJfo the t ree head foremofi:, 
an d had like to have fii fled the two comrades, 
Cricket and Grafshopper, who crept as well a! 
t hey could into a corner of the hole. ' Ah, M a~ 
• dam (quoth the biggefi moufe) I have got a 
• pain in my fide by running fo fa ft; how fa res 
~ it with your Royal Highnefs ?' I have lofr part 
' of my tail {replied the youngefi moufe) I was 
• forced to leave it, or I had been fiill fa ftened to 
' the old Conjuror's table. Did you fee how he 
' followed us ? H appy are we to have got ou t of 
' his infernal pa lace ~ I 2.m a little afraid of cJt~ 
' and traps .' Heaven deliver your highnefs 
' from them (fa id the biggefi moufe) I fh vll pray 
, heartily for our arriva l at theG olden Bough.' Do 
• you know the way then (quotQ hei- moft mou~ 

4 £cal 
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• fi.cal highnefs ?' As well as to my own houfe, 

' It is a marvellous Bough; one of its -leaves is 

' enough to make a perfon rich for ever; it helps 

' people to money: it uncharms them ; it makes 

' them handfome; and keeps them ever youmg.' 

The Grafshopper perceiving how matters fiood, 

adGlre.lfed herfelf thus to their highne.lfes; ' Here i3 

' a poor honeft cricket, and I, £hall be very proud 

• of your company, ladies, for we are, as well as 

' you, pilgrims to the Golden Bough.' U pan this, 

many civil things paITed between the little ani .. 

ma.ls and little infecl:s: for the mice were prince.lfes, 

that had made their efcape from the horrid con­

juror's tJb!e, to which they were fafiened ; and 

as for the Cricket and Grafshopper, it is very well 

known, that no princes in the world could behave 

.themfelves more gallantly upon occafion. 

They were each of them awake early the next 

morning: They fet out very fikntly, being fore 

afraid, if any hunters fhould have heard them 

talk, they had been all fnapt and put in a cage. 

They came. thus to the place where the Golden 

Bough grew·. lt was planted in the middle of a 

tarden full of wonders: Infiead of gravel, the 

.Ileys were made of oriental pearls, as big as 

peafe; the rofes were all in ga rnet diamonds, and 

the leaves emeralds; the blo{foms of the pomegra­

nates were garnets ; the marygolds topazes; the 

·jonquils yellow brilliants: the violets fa phi res; the 

bluebottl~s turquoifes; the tu]jps amethyRs and 

opals. In fhort, the quantity and variety of 

thefe · fine flowers were fuch, that they out fhone 

the fun. 
It was here, as I faid before, that the Golden 

B·1U~h grew, the fame as prince Nonparelio receiv­

ed from the eagle, with which he touched the Fairy 

lknigna, and uncharmed her : It was grown as 

bigh as the t~lkH: trees, and loaden with rubies 
m 
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in the fha pe of chen ies. As foon as the Cricf<et 
and Grafshopper, and the two Mice approached it, 
they received their natural forms. 0 joy, 0 
tranf port, not to be expreffed by words or 
images! The prince at the fight of the fair fhep­
herdefs threw himfelf at her feet, and was about 
to fay what his fo agreeable a11d unlooked for fur­
prife would dictate, wl1en Queen Benigna and the 
King Trafimenes appeared, with a porn p that could 
not be paralleled. Every thing amuf ed; the mag­
nificence of the garden, four cupid:; armed ca]!>· 
a-p~, with their bows by their fide, and their 
quivers at their fh oulders, he1d a little canopy of 
gold and blue brocade over the king and queen ; 
and two graces marched on each fide, with two 
crowns on t!'ieir heads. ' Corre hither, ye ami­
•.able lovers faid the queen, exten d ing her 
'arms to embrace them) receive from me tlie 
'crnwns which your virtue, your birth, and yuur 

. ' conflancy, deferve; ycur fufferings (hall cha nge 
• to pleafures. Princefs Brilliant (continued fhe) 
• this fhepherd, fo dreadful to your foul, is the 
'fame prince that your father :ind his defigned l() 
• be yuu r h1..:fband; he did not die in the tower = 
'Take him, and leave the care.of your peace 
' and happinefa to me.' The princefs, overjoyed. 
at this difcovery, threw herfelf about Benigna's 
neck, and fhewed, by the tears which trickled 
down her cheeks, that excefs of rapture had de­
prived her of the ufe off peech. Nonparelio, bend­
ing on e knee to the ground , ki!fed the generous 
Fairy's hands, and, in the confufion of his joy, 
faid a thoufand thi 11e-s without any order or 
connection. Trafimenes careHed him in a very 
high degt ee; and Benigna in a few words told 
them, it W3S fhe who propofed to Brill1~nt to blow 
in the yellow and white muff: that fhe had af­
fomed the iha pe of an old fhepherdefs, to enter· 

tam 
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tain the princefs at her houfe; that it was £he 

who {hewed the prince whither his fhepherdefs 

was g011e, Indeed , continued fhe, you h~ve fuf~ 

fered a great deal, and I would have pre\'ented it, 

had it been in my power; but the pJeafures o( 

love mufl: be dea:rly bought, and the joy makes 

.amends for the forrow. 

Then a foft fymphony of rnufick firuck up on 

every fide of them. The cupids crowned the 

two young lovers; and their nup tials were cele­

brated with the magnificence that became Benigna's 

court. The two pri:Bceffes, who were in the fhape 

•f mice, earnefil y entreated the Fairy to try 

the utmoft of her art to deliver the unhappy cats 

and mice out of the Conjuror's clutches. ' This 

' is too happy a day (fhe repli ed) to deny you 

' any thing.' Saying this, fhe firuck the G olden 

Bough thrice; upon which all thofe who had been 

confined by the Magician's charms appeared in 

their proper forms. The generous Fairyi being 

willing that every body fhould £hare in the joy of 

that day, divided the treafures of the fort in the 

tower among them ; a pref en t worth as much a1. 

ten kingdoms in thofe days. .,It is eaf y to imagine 

they were full of fatisfa8:ion and acknowledgments. 

Benigna and Trafimenes crowned their generofity, 

by declaring, that the palace, the garden, and 

the Golden Bough, fhould for the future be king 

N onparelio and Queen Brilli ant's. An hundred 

other kings were his tributa ries, and an hundred 

kingdoms dependent upoi1 that, which the t w~ 

grateful fairies beftowed on the two happy lover£. 

Tho' Brilliant was far from deferving the name, 

And never beheld her foul face but with fhame; 

Tho' beauty and riches fhe might have requir'd, 

And had from the Fairy-Queen all fbe defired; 
TM 
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Tho' beauty fo flatters, and riches bewitch, 
That all the foft fex would be handfome and rich: 
Yet when fhe might both have been wealthy and 

fair, 
She chafe what of late is the ladies leaft care: 
Kind Fairy, ihe ,ry'd, give me virtue and wit, 
And as to my perfon, do what yon think fit; 
For youth's a gay dream that paifes away, 
And foon will the glories of beauty decay; 
;But the wea 1th of the mind is both lafiing and pure, 
And the charms of the foul do for ever endure. 

JIIPI t '""feMN OWC!,AW I = · M 

TH lZ 

S T Q R r 

OF THE 

·Q..UEEN AND COUNTRY GIRL. 

T HERE was upon a time, a queen {o 
very far {hicken in years, th;:it her ma• 

je!ty was tcothlefs and bald. Her head fhook and 
trembled perpetually like the leaves of an af pin; 
and her fight was fo dim, that f peclacles were of 
no longer ufe to her, Her mouth w:is almoft hid 
by the near ;a pproach-0(. her nof e and chin : Her 

· ftat~~ 
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~;;iture was fo dinrinifhed, that fhe was [hrunk into 

a. fhapeiefs heap ; and her back fo bowed, that 

you would have thottght that fh€ had been crooked 

from her infancy. . 

A fairy who affified at the birtb of this queen, 

came to her and faid ; 1 Do you clefire to grow · 

·' young again?' ' Mofi earnefily (replied the 

' queen) I would part with all my jewels, to be · 

' but twenty,' 1 Then, ( continued the Fairy) it 

' will be neceffaty to · 1nak~ :m exchange, and 

' to transfer your age and infirmities to forne one, 

' who will be contented to f pare you her youth 

' a.nd health. To whom 1 therefore; fba ll we give 

• your hundred years?' 

Heret1pon, the Queen gave orders to mi.Ike dili~ 

gent enquiry th rough the kingdom, for a ped4H 

who might be willing to barter youtb for age, upol'l 

a valuab'.e confideration. When thefe orders were 

publicly known, a great many poor people from 

all parts ffocked to the court; all of them de­

firous to be made old and rich: But, when they 

had feen the Queen at dinner, hideou~ in her in:­

firmities, trembling and coughing over a mefs · of 

water-gruel, and doating ever and anon, as fhe 

{poke; n ot one was inclinable to take up the bur• · 

den of her years. They chofe rather to live by 

begging, and to enjoy youth and health in rags. 

There came likewife, a crowd of ambitious per­

fons, to whom fhe promifed great dignities, and 

the highefi honours ': But when they had feen her; 

' What will all our grandeur avail (faid they) when 

' we fhall appear fo frightful as to be afhamed to 

' !hew ourfelves in public?' 

At lafi there came a young Country-Girl (whofe 

name was Mopfy in full bloom: who demanded 

no lefo than the crown as an equivalent for her 

)'Outh and beJuty. The Queen immedia tely gre~ 

.an~ry; but to what purpofe? £he w~s bent ui:on 
renewrn,. 
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renewing her vigour at any r:ite; and faid t~ Mopfy, ' Let us divi de my kine;dnm, and fhare 'alike: Youfhallreign over the onehal{; and ' I will content myfeff with the other: Thi•, wil l ' be power enough, in confc ience, for you, who are ' but a little mean peaf" nt.' N", (replies the ' girl) I am not fo e:ifily fatisfied: L et me enjoy • my oblcure con d ition and rnyrofy complexiun; and rnu i::h good may it do your mc1jefiy and your ' hundred years, and your wrinkles and more 

: than one foot in the grave.' ' But then (faid the Queen) what fhould I be ::able to do withou t my ' kingdom? you would laugh, you would dance, ' y o u would fing -like me, (anf wers the young ' gipf y) and immediately fhe broke out into a laughter, and danced, ~nd fung. The Queen, who was far from being in a condition to imi­tate her jollity, faid, ' And what would yoll do in • my place: You who are neither accufiomed t~ ' old age nor empire?' I cannot welt fay (an­, f wers this country lafs) what I ihould do; but 
' I have a month's mind to try it a little; for I -' have always heard it is a fine thing to be a • Queen.' 

When the two parties-feerned now difpofed t<1 -,m agreement, and were ready to {hike the bargain. in comes the fairy, -and add reffing herfelf to Mopf y, faid, 'Are you willing to make trialiof the con­, ditionofan old Queen; and fee fi r ft how you like • it, before you refolve upon a change i n good ' earneft? \/\Tith all my heart (replies the girl.') Her forehead is infiantly furrowed with wrinkles, her che!nul hair turns white; fhe grows peevifh and morofe; her head !hakes, her teeth are loofe: and fhe is already an hund red years old. The fairy then opens a little box., and lets out a multi­tude of officers :and courtiers of both fexes, richly apparelled, who foon fhot up in the full ftature of 
J;lle:a . 
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-men and women, and paid their homage to the 
new queen. She is conducted to her chair of 
ftate; an.:l a cofHy banquet is immediately fet 
before, her; but, alas, fhe has no appetite, and 
cann ot bear the fumes of the table; her limbs fail 
her when {he tries to walk; fhe is awkward and 
bafhful, and in a maze; fhe knows not how to 
fpcak, nor which way to tyrn herfelf; fhe calls for 
a looking-glafs, and is {brtled at her own defor­
mity; and fhe coughs till her fides ache. 

In the mean time the true queen ftands in cn e 
corner of the room by herfelf; fhe laughs and 
begins to grow handfome. Her temples are £haded 
with hair, and fhe renews her teeth ; her cheeks 
glow with youth, and her forehead i1. fair and 
fmooth: And now fhe begins to recollect her 
-youthful airs and virgin coynefa; and fet her per­
fon out to the befr advantage; but fhe is troubled 
to find herfelf but meanly appa1elled; her coats 
fhort and fcanty; and her waificoat of a coarfe 
woollen fiuff: She was not ufed to be thus poorly 
equipped; and one of her own guards who took her 
for fome rude creature, went to turn her out of 
the palace. 

Then faid Mopfy to her; ' I perce.ive you are 
' not a little une;:ify in my condition; and I am 
' much more weary of yours : Take your crown 
' again, and give me back my ruffet garment.' 
The exchange was foon m;:ide; as foon the queen 
whithered . and the virgin-peafant bloorned aJrelh. 
The rdb1 at ion was hardly com pleated on both 
£ides, when each began to repent; but it was too 
late, for the fairy had now condemned them both 
to remain in their proper condition. 

The Queen bewailed herfelf daily, upon the 
fmallell ind if pout ion: ' Abs (would fhe fay) if I 
' was M,1pf y at this time, I fhould Oeep indeed in 
' a cottage, and feed upon chdnuts; but then 

by 
5 
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' by day I fhould dance in the ihade with tb~ 
' fhepherds, to the f weet mu fie of the pipe. 
' What am I happier for lying in an embroidered 
' bed, where 1 am never free from pain ? Or, for 
' my numerous attendants, who have not the 
' power to relieve me ?' 

Her grief for having forfeited her choice, in• 
creafed her indifpoGtion; and the phyGcians (who 
were twelve in numl:>er) conftantly attended her, 
foon brought her difiemper to a height. Briefly, 
fhe died at the end of two months. Mopfy was in 
th~ midfl: of a dance with ha companions, on the 
ban~ of a running :fl:ream, when tidings came of 
the queen's death: Then !he bleffed herfelf, that 
fhe had efca ped from royalty ; more through good 
fort1me and impatience, than through forecafi and 
nfolution. 

From this tale we may learn, that the chief 
I1appinefs in this !if e are eafe and conl·ent; fupe• 
rior pleafures to what any riches can beflow. 

THE 

S TOR Y 

OF THE 

vVQNDERFUL WAND. 

A BOVE two thoufand years ago, theq:. 
1eicrned over the kingdom of Ton ga, a king 

whofe J:1a ~e was Abdallah . He was married to a 
young princcfs, the daughter of a kini of n nei?h~ 

bo~rrnJ 
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bouring country, whofe name was Roufignon. Her 

beauty and ,prudence engaged him fo far in affec• 

tion to her, that every hour he could poffi~Iy fpare 

·from attending the affairs of his kingdom, he fpent 

'in her apartment. They had a little daugh ter ~o 

whom they gave the name of J uletta, who was the 

darling and mutual care of both . 

The king was quiet in his dominio ns, beloved 

by his fubjecls, happy in his fami-ly, an d all hi3 

days rolled on in c;-i]rn content and joy. The 

king's brother Abdullrm was alfo married to a 

young princefs, named Tropo, who in feven years 

had brought him no children : And ihe conceived 

fo mortal a hatred againft the queen (fhe envied 

her happinefs in th.€ little princefs Juletta) that fhe 

refo1ved to do her forne mifchief. It was impof­

fible for her during the king's life-time, to vent 

Iler malice without being difcovered; and there­

fore fhe pretended the greatefl: ref pe& and friend·_ 

£hip ima ginable for the unfufpe&in g queen. 

Whilfi: things were in this fitu ation, the king 

fell into a violent fever, of which he died: And. 

during the time tkit the queen was in the height 

of her affiicl:ion for him, and could think of no­

thing but his lofs, the princefs Tropo took the 

opportunity of putting in execution her malicious 

intentions. She inflamed her hufbal)d's paffions, 

by fetting forth the rneannefs of his fpirit, iri let­

ting a crown be ravifhed from his head by a fe­

male infant, till ambition feized his mind, and 

he refolved to wield the Tongian fceptre himfelf. 

It was very eaf y to bring this about; for by his 

brother's appointment, he was protector of the 

re:ilm, and guardian to the young princefs his 

niece: And the queen taking him and the prin­

cefs his wife for her be.ft friends, fufpec'l,ing no­

thing of their defigns, but in a manner gave her­

felf up to their power. 
The 
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The protector Abdulham, having the -whole' 
freafure of the kingdom at his command, was in 
poffeffion of the means to make all his fchemes 
fuccefsfol: And the Princefs Tropo, by lavifhly re· 
warding the intl:ruments of her treachery, con­
trivlld to make it generally believed, that the 
queen had poifoned her hufband; who was fa 

-much beloved by his fubjects, that the very hor• 
ror of the a&ion, without any proof of her guilt, 
raifed .igainfi the poor unhappy queen an univer­
fal clamour, an<l a general ;1verfion throughout 
the whole _kingdom. The princefs had fo well 
laid her fchemc, that the guards were to feize the 
queen, and convey her to a place of confinement, 
till fhe could prove her irmocence; which that fhe 
might never be able to do, proper care was taken, 
by procuring fufficient evidence to accufe her on 
oath; .ind the princefa Juletta her daughter, was 
to be taken from her, and educated under the care 
of her uncle. But the night before this cruel de­
fign-was to have be. n put in execution, a faith· 
fol attendant of the queen's, named Lc,retta, by 
the affifiance of one of the princefs Tropo's confi­
dants, who had loJJg profeffed himfelf her lover) 
difcovered the whole fecret, of which ihe imme· 
diately informed her roval miO:refs. 

The horrors which filled the queen's mind at 
the relation of the princefs Trcpo·~ malicious in­
tentions, were inexpreHible, and her pertu:r;bation 
fo great, that fhe could not form any fcheme that 
appeared probab·e to execute for her own prefer­
vation. Loretta told her, that the perfon who had 
given her this timely notice, had alfo provided a 
peafant, who knew the cuuntry, and would meet 
her at the we/1:crn gate of the city, and, carrying 
the young Princef.s Juletta in his arms, would con­
duel her to fome place of faiety; but ihe mufl: 

·confent to put 011 a difguife, and efcape that yery 
night, 
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night from the palace, or fhe would be lofi for , 
ever. Horfes or mules,_ fhe faid it would be im• 
poffible to come at without fufpicion ; therefore 
fhe mufi: endeavour (tho' unufed to fuch fatigue) 
to travel a-ioot, till fhe got herfelf concealed in 
fome cottage from her purfuers, if her enemie11 
fuould think of endeavouring to find her out. Lo­
retta offered to attend her mifirefs, but fhe abfo­
lutely forbid her goin.g any farther th,m to the 
wefiern gate; where delivering the little princefs 
Juletta into the arms of the peafant, who was 
there waiting for them, fhe reluclantly with­
drew. 

The good queen, who faw no remedy to this her 
difgrace, could have borne this barbarous ufage 
without much repining, had fhe herfelf been the 
only fufferer by it : for the lofs of the good king 
her hufband fo far exceeded all other misfortunes, 
that every thing elfe was trifling in comparifon to. 
fo dreadful an affliction. But the young prince.fs 
Ju!etta, whom fhe was accufiomed to look on as her 
greatefi: bleffing, now became to her an object of 
pity and concern; for, from being heirefs to a 
throne, the poor infant, not yet five years old, 
was, with her wretched mother, become a vaga~ 
bond, arid knew not whither to fly for protection. 

Loretta had prevailed on her royal rnifirefs to 
take with her a few little neceffaries, befides a 
fmall picture of the king, and fome of her je1vels­
which the queen contrived to conceal under her 
11ight cloaths, in the midfl of that hair they were 
ufed to adorn when her beloved hufband delighted 
to fee it difplayed in flowing ringlets round her 
fnowy neck. This lady, during the life of bee, 
fond huiband, was by his tender care kept from 
every inclemency of the air, and preferved from 
every inconvenience that it was poffible for hu­
man Rature to fuffer. What then mu1' be her con-

, K ditioa 
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dition now! when through bye-paths and thorny 

ways, fhe was obliged to fly with all pr ffible fpeed, 

to efca pe the fury of her cruel purfuers ; for fhe too 

well knew the rnercill:fs temper of her enemies, 

to hope that they wcu ld not purfue her with the 

utmofi diligence, efpec13lJy as fhe ·was accom­

panied by the young princefs JuJetta; whofe life 
,vas the principal caufe of their difquiet, and whofe 

defhucrion they chiefly aimed at. 
The honefi: pcafant, who carried the princefs 

Juletta in his arms, followed the queen's painful 

fieps: and feeing the da_y begin to break, he beg­

ged her, if poffible, to haften on to a wood which 

,v;is not far off; where it was likely ibe 
might find a place of fafcty. But the' affl.iet:ed 

queen, at the fight of the opening morn (v.-hich 

once ufed to fill her mind with rifing joy) burft 

into a flood of tears, and quite overcome with 

grief and fatigue, cnfi herfelf on the grcund; cry­

ing out in the mofi affecling manner,' the end of 
' my misfortunes is at hand. l'v1y weary limbs 

'will no longer fopport me. My f pirits fail me. 

' In the grave alone rnufi I feck for !helter.' the 

poJr princefs feeing her mother in tears, caG: her 

httle arms about her neck, an<l wept alfo, though 

{he knew not why. 
'\,Vhi le fhe wa& in this deplo rable condition, 

turning round her head, fhe iaw a little girl, no 

older in appearance than the p1incefs Juletta; 

who, with an ami;:i ble and tranquil countenance, 

b egged her to rife and follow her, and fhe would 

le:i <l her where fhe mi ~ht refrefh and repofe herfelf. 

The queen was furprifed at the manner of 

fpeaking of this little child, as 0e too~ her to 

be; but foon thought it was fome k~.nd fairy fent 

to protec1 her; and was very ready to fubmit her­

fdf to her guidance and protection. 
The 
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The little fairy (for fuch indeed was the feem• 

ing child, who had thus accofied them) ordered 

the peafant to Teturn back, and faid that fhe would 

take care of the queen, and her yo:.ing daughter; , 

and he knowing her to be the good fairy Sybella, 

very readily obeyed. 
Sybella then ftriking the ground three times 

with a little wand, there fuddenly rofe up before 

them a neat plain car, and a pair of milk-white 

horfes; and placing the queen with the princefs 

Juletta in her hp by her fiJe, fhe drove with ex­

ceffive fwiftnefs full wefhvard for eight hours; 

when (juft as the fun began to have power enough 

to make the queen almoft faint with the heat, 

and her former fatigue) they arrived at the fide 

of a fhady wood ; on entering upon which, th~ 

fairy made her horfes !lacken their f peed; and 

having travelled about a mile and a half, through 

ro1ss of elms and beech-trees, they came to a 

thick grove of firs, into which there feemed to be 

no entrance. For there vras not ,any opening to a 

path, and the underwood, conufting chiefly of 

rofe bufhes, white-thorn, eglantine, and other 

flowring fhrubs was fo thick, that it appeare:l irn­

poffible to force her way through them. But 

alighting out of the car (which immediately difap• 

peared) the fairy (bidding the queen follow her) 

pufhed her way through a large bufh of jdfamine, 

whof e tender branches gave way for her paffage, 

and then clofed again, fo as to leave no traces of 

an entrance into this charming grove. 

Having gone a li.t,J:le way through an extreme 

narrow path, they came to an opening (quite fur­

rounded by tbefe firs, and f wcet underwood) not 

very large, but in which was contained every 

thing that is neceffary towards making life com­

fortable. At the end of a green meadow was a 

plain neat houfe, built more for convenience thau 

K z beauty, 
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beauty, fronting the rifing fun ; and behind it 
was a frrrnll garden fiored only with fruits, and 
ufefol herbs. Sybe!Ja ccmducled her guefis into 
t hi3 her fimple lodging; and as rep0fe v.:as the 
chief thing nccdfary for the poor fatigued queen, 
ilie prevailed with her to lie down on a couch. 
Some hours of fGund Deep, which her wearinefs in­
duced, gave her a frefh fq;ply of fpirits : the 
e1fe an<l fafety from her purfoers, in which the 
then found herfelf, made her for a i110rt time tole­
rably cornpufed; and fhe begged the favour of 
knowing to wh:)m i11e was fo greatly obliged for 
this her happy deliverance: but the fairy, feeing 
ber mind too unfettled to give any due attention 
to what fhe ihould fay, told her that fhe would de­
fer the relation of her own life (which was worth 
her obfervation) till fhe had obtained a refrite 
from her forrows: and in the mean time, by all 
rnanner of obliging ways, fhe endeavoured to 
divert and arnufe her. 

The queen, after a ihort interval of calmnefs of 
mind, occafioned only by her fo fudden efcape 
from the terrors of purfuit, returned to her former 
dejection, and for fame time incdfantly wept at 
the di[rnal thoughts, but the princefs feemed now, 
by this reve rfe of fate, to be fur ever excluded all 
hopes of being featcd on hc:r father's throne ; and 
by a ftran ge preverfe way c.f adding to Ler own 
grief, fbe affiicled herfcl f the more, beca ufe the 
little princefs was ignorant of her misfortunes; 
and whenever fhe faw her diverti ng he1felf with 
little childifh pl ays, inflead of being pleafed with 
fuch her innocent amufement, it added to her 
forrow, and made tears gufh fr,1 th in a larger 
fl.ream than ufual. She could not Jin·rt her 
thouo-hts from the palace from which fhe had been 
clriv;n, to fix them on any 0thcr objecl; nor would 

her 



The ST~RY of the WoN'DElUUL VVAND', HJ7 

her grief fuffer her to reflect, that it was poffible 

for the princefs to be happy without a c;:rown. 

At length time, the great . c,ure a.fall ills,. in 

fame meafure abated her farrows; her grid be· 

gan to fubfide ; and fpite of herfelf, the refiecl:i-on 

that h~r mifery was only in her own fancy, would 

fometimes force itfelf on her mind. She could 

not avoid feeing that her little hoO:efs enjoyed as 

perfect a ftate of happinefs, as is p8ffible to attain 

in th;s world: that fhe was free from anx;ou:1 

care.:;, undifturbed by .reftlefs paffions, and mif­

trefs of all things fhat could be of any ufe to 

make life eafy and agreeable. The oftener this 

reflection prefented itfelf to her thoughts, the 

more firength it gained ; and at laft fhe co\lld 

even bear to think, that her beloved ch\ld might 

be as happy in fuch a fituation, as was her amia• 

ble hoftefs. Her countenance now grew more 

cheerful: fhe could take the princefs Juletta in he.r 

arms, ar:d thinking the jewels fhe had preferved 

would fecure her froro.1 any fear of want,. looked on 

her with delight; and began even to be aonvinced, 

that her future life might be f pent in calm cone 

tent and pleafure. 
As foon as the voice of reafon had gained t11is 

power over the queen, Sybella told her, that now­

her bofom was fa free from paffion, fhe would re-· 

fate the hifl:,Jry of her life. J.'he queen, overjoyed 

that her c...i r ioi"i ty might now be gratified, b(;!gged 

her not to delay giving her that pleafure one mo.· 

rnent: on which our little fairy began in the fol­

lowing mann er. 
My father (faid the fairy) was a Magician; 

He married a lady for love, whofe beauty far out­

fhone that of all her neighbours; and by means of 

that beauty, fhe had fo great an influence over her 

huiband, that fhe could command the utm oft: power 

ef his art. Uut better had it been for her, h:ui 

K 3 that 
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that beauty been wanting; _ for her power only 
ferved to rhake her wifh for more, and the grati· 
f.i.cation of every ddire begat a new one, which 
often )t was irnpoffible for her to gratify. My fa. 
ther, though he faw his error in ·thus indulging 
l1er, could not attain fieadinefs of mind enough to 
fuffer his belovc<l wife once to grieve or fhed a 
t"ar to no pnpofe, tho' in order to cure her of 
that folly which made her miferable. 

My grand father fo plainly faw the temper and 
difpofition of his fon towaTds women, that he did, 
not leave him at liberty to dif pofe of his magic 
art to any but his ' pofierity, that it might not be 
in the power of a wife to teafe him out of it. 

But his caution was to very little purpofe; for 
although fhe could not from herfelf exert any ma­
gic power, yet fuch was her unbounfied influenc~ 
over her hufband, that D1e was fore of fuccefs in 
,every/attempt to perfoade him to gratify her <lefires. 
For if every Argument £he could invent happened 
to fail, yet the fhedding but one tear was a certain 
-method to prevail with him to give up his reafon, 
what ever might be the confequence. 

When ay father and mother had been marriedi 
about a year, fhe was brought to bed of a daughter, 
to wtom fhe gave the name of Brunetta. Her 
firfi requefi to my father wa!:, that he would en· 
<low this infant with as much beauty a&fhe. herfelf 
was poffeffed of, and be flow on her as much of his 
art as fhould enable her to fucceed in all her de ... 
£gns. My father forefaw the dreadful tendency 
of granting this requefl:; but faid he would give it 
ivith this refiriclion, that fhe fhould fucceed in all 
her deG.gns that were 'not wicked ; for, fa id he, 
the fuccefs of wicked deGgns always turns out as 
a punifhment to the perfon fo fucceeding. In this 
refolution he held for three days, till my mother 
tb~ing weak in body after her lyin&-in) worked 

herfelf 
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herfelf up with her violent paffion to fuch a degree, 

that the phyficians told · my father, they defpaired 

of her life, unlefs fome method could be ·found to 

make her mind more calm and eafy. His fond­

nefs for his wife would not fuffer him to bear the 

thoughts of lofing her; and the horror with which 

that apprehenfion had for a moment poffeffed his 

mind, prevailed with him to befrow on the little 

Brunetta (though forefeeing it would make her 

miferable) the fatal gift in its full extent. But 

one re{hic1ion it was out of his power to take off, 

namely that all wicked defigns ever could ancl 

fhould be rendered ineffectual by the virtue and 

perfeverance of thofe againfr whom they were in~ 

tended, if they in a proper manner exerted that 

virtue. 
I was b'm1 about two years after Iirunetta, and 

was caled Sybella: but my mother WJS fo taken 

up with her darling Brunetta, that fhe gave her­

felf not the leaft concern about rrte; and I was left 

wholly to the care of my father. In order to.,. 

make the gift fhe had extorted from ber fond huf­

band as fatal as poffible to her favourite child, 

fhe took care in her education (by endeavouring 

to cultivate in her the fpirit of revenge and malice 

againfr thofe who had in the Je3fi degree offended 

her) to turn her mind to all manner of mifchief; 

hy which means fhe lived in a continual paffion. 

My father, as · foon as I was· old enough to 

hearken to reafon, told me of the gift he had 

conferred on my fifier; faid he could not retract 

it: and therefore, if fhe had any mifchievous de­

figns againfi me, they mull in fame meafure fuc• 

ceed ; bu.t he would endow me with a power fupe­

rior to this gift of my fiH:er's, and likewife fupe­

rior to a'fly th-ing elfe that he was able to befiow, 

which was f1:rength and confrancy of mind enough 

to bear patiently any injuries I might receive; and 

K 4 this 
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this vvas a flrength, he faid, which would not de­
cay, ,but rather increa f e, by every new exercife of 
it: and to fernre me in the poffeflion of this gift, 
lie alfo gave me a perfect. knowledge of the true value of every thing around me, by which means l might learn, whatever outward accident befel me, not to lofe the greate:11: bleffing in this world, namely, a calm and contented mind. He taught 
Jne fo well my duty, that.I cheerfully obeyed my mother in all things, though ihe feldom gave me a 
kind word, or even a kind look ; for my f pi tefu l 
fifier was always telling fome lyes to make her 
angry with me. But my heart overflowed with 
gratitade to my father, that he ihould give me . leave to love him, whilfi he infiructed me that it 
was my duty to pay him the mo:11: firict. obediince. Bruuetta was daily encouraged by her mother to ufe me ill, and chiefly l.->ecaufe my father loved me; 
and although fhe fucceeded iti all her deGgns of re­
venge on m~, yet fhe was very uneafy becaufe fhe could not take away the cheerfulnefs of my mind; 
for l bore with patience whatever happened to me: 2nd fhe would often fay, mufl: I, with all my beau• ty, power, and wifdorn, pretend to be happy and cheerful? then would !he cry and fiamp, and rave . like a mad creature, and fet her invention at work 
to make my mother beat me, or lock me up, or 
take from me fome of my bell cloaths to give to 
her: yet fiill could not her power extend to vex :my mind: and this ufed to throw her again into 
fuch paffions, as weakened her health, and greatly impaired her fo mucli boafied beauty. 

In this manner we lived, till on a certain day, ~fter Brunetta had been in one of her rages with me for nothing, my father came in and chid her for it; which when my rnether heard !he threw 
herfelf into fach a violent paffiem, that her hufband 
.iould not pacify ber. And being big with child, 

the 
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tl1e convulGons caufed by her pailions, brought her 

to her grave. Thus my father lofl: her, by the 

fame uncontroulable exceffes, to preferve her from 

the fatal effecls of "Nhich, he harf before ruined his 

daughter. He did not long furvive her; but be­

fore he died, he gave me a little wand, which by 

{hiking three times on the ground, he faid wouJ~­

at any time produce me any i:ieceffary or conve­

nience of life, which I really wante<l, either for 

myfelf or the affifiance of others: and this he gave 

rn<', bccaufe he was very fenfibl€', he faid, that 

as foou as he was dead, my fifler would never 

rcfl till t} e had iot from me both his caflle, and 

every thing that I had belonging to me in it. 

but, continued he, whenever you are driven fr0m 

thence, bend your courfe directly into the pleafant 

wood Ardella; there firike with your wand, and> 

every thing you want will be provided for you. 

But keep this wand a profound fecret, or Brunetta· 

will get it from you, and then (though you can 

never while ·you preferve yGur patience be un~ 

happy) you will not have it in yo . r power to be of 

fo much ufe as you would wifh t0 be, to thofe who, 

Rand in need· of your affifiance. Saying thef e 

words, he expired, as I kneeled by his bed-fide., 

attending his lafi commands, and bewai ling the 

lofs of fo good a father. 
In the midft of this our difhefs, we fent to my· 

uncle Sochus, my father's brother, to come to us, 

and to affifl: us in an equal divifion. of my deceafed 

father's effects: but my iifl:<":r foon contrived to 

make him believe, tha t I was th.:! wickedefr girl 

alive, and had always fet my father againfi her 

by my art, -which fhe faid l p1 etended to call 

wifdom; and by feveral handfome prefents !he 

foon perfuaded him (for he did not care a farthing 

for either of us) to join with her in fayi ng, that 

as fhe was the eldeil Gfler, £he had a full right to 

K .a the 
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the caftle, and every thing in it; but £he told me 
I was very welconie to fh:\,y there, and live with 
her, if I pleafed '; and while I behaved myfelf well, 
ilie iliould be very glad of my company. 

As it was natural for me to love all people that 
would give me leave to 1_ove them, -1 was quite 
overjoyed at this kind offer of my filler's, and 
never once thought on the treachery ihe had fo 
lately been guilty of: and· I have fince reflecled, 
that happy was it for me, that paffion was fo much 
uppermoft: with her, that fhe could not execute any 
plot that required a diffimulation of any long 
continucince: for had her gooci-hs,imour 1all:ed but 
one four-and-twenty hours, it is very probable 
that I q-iould have opened my whole heart to her; 
fhould have endeavoured to have begun a friend­
iliip with her, and perhaps have betrayed the 
fecret uf my wand: but ju[l: as it was fun-fet, £he 
ca me into the room where I was, in the mofl- via~ 
lent paffion in the wo1 Id, accufing me to my 
uncle of ing,atitude to her great generouty, in 
fuffering me to live in her cafile. She faid. ' that 
' fhe haa found me out, and tha t my crimc:s were 
' of the b b cKeft dye,' al' hough fhe could not tell 
me either what they we re, or who were my accu­
"fers. She would n 0t g ive me leave to fpea k, ei­
ther to aik what my offence was, or to juflify my 
.innocence: and I plainly perceived that her pre­
tended kindnefs was defigned only tn make my 
difappointmen t the greater; and that !he was now 
determined to find me guilty, whether I pleaded 
or n ot. And after fhe had raved on for fame time, 
ihe faid to me with a fneer, ' fioce you have al­
• ways boafted of your talm and contented mind, 
' you m 3 y n ow try to be con tented this night 
• with the foftnef;; of the graf: for your bed ; for 
' here in my caHle you fhall not fiay one mo10ent 
' lonner.' Antl io favin'!, fhe and my uncle led 0 • Q 

a me 
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me to the outer court, and thrufiing me with all 

their force from them, they fhut up the gates, 

bolting and barring them as clofe as if to keep out­

a giant; and left me at that time of night, friend­

Iefs, and as they thought, defiitute of any 'kind of 

fop port. 
I then remembered my dear father's IaO: words, 

and made what hafie I could to this wood, which 

is not above a mile difiant from the cafile; and 

being as I thought about the middle of it, I firuck 

three times with my wand, and immediately 

up rofe this grove of trees which you fee, this 

houfe, and all the other conveniencies- which I 

now enjoy; and getting that very night into this 

my pfain an,d eaf y bed, I enjoyed as f weet a re­

pofe as ever I did in my life, only delayed indeed 

a iliort time, by a few fighs for the lofs of fo ·, 

good a parent, and the unhappy fiate of a felf­

torrnented fifier, who £lumbers, 1 fear, on a bed 

of down, were more refi:lefs and interrupted that 

night than mine would have been, even had not 

my father's prefent of the wand prevented me 

from the neceffity of ufing the bed of grafs, which 

£he in her wroth allotted me. In this grove which 

I call Placid Grove, is contained all that I want ; 

and it is fo well fecured fr:om any invaders, by the 

thick, briars and thorns which furround it, having 

no entrance but throur:h that tender jeffamine, 

that I live in no apprehenfions of any difturbance, 

though fo near my fi[l:er's caftle. But' once in­

deed, fhe came with a large train, aRd whilfi I 

was aileep, fet fire to the trees all around me; 

and waking, I found rnyfelf almofi fuffocated with 

fmc,ke, and the flames had reached one part of 

my houfe. I fi:arted from my bed, and {hiking 

on the ground three times with my wand, there 

came fuch a quantity of water from the heavens~ 

~s foon extinguifhed the fire; and the next 

· K6 m ornrng, 
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morning, by again having recourfe to my wand, 
all things grew up into their cbnvenient and proper 
erder. When my fifier Brunetta found that I 
had fuch a fuper natural power at my command, 
though fhe knew not what it was, fhe defified ever 
3ttempting any mNe by force to difiurb me; 
and now only ufes all fon of arts and contrivan• 
ces to deceive me, or any perfons whom I would 
wifh to fecure. One of my father's daily leffons 
to me was, that I fhould never omit any one day 
of rn y life ende2. vouring to be as ferviceable as I 
p ciffibly could to any perfon in difhefs. And I 
daily wander, as far as my feet will carry me, in 
1earch of any fuch ; and hither I invite them to 
peace and calm contentm ent. But my father 
added alfo this command, that I fhould never en­
de-avour d o.io-g any farther g?od to thofe, whom 
adverfity had n ot taught to harken to the voice 
of re afon enough to enable them fo to conquer 
their .pa:ff10ns, as not to think themfelvcs miferable 
in a fafe retreat from noife ind confuGon. This 
was the reafon I could not gratify you in relating 
the hifiory of my life, whilfi: you gave way to 
raiing pa:ffrons, which only frrve to blind your 
e.y·es, and Drnt your ears from truth. But now 9 
grea t queen (for I know your ftate, from what 
you vented in your grief) I am ready to endow 
this little princcfa with !1ny gift in my power, thtl.t 
l know will tend really to her good: and I h0pe 
y our experience of the world has made you too 
reafonable to require any other. 

The queen confidered a little white, and then 
defired Sybe!la to endow the princefs with that 
{inly wifclom, which would enable her to fee and fol~ 
low what was her own true good, to know the v:.i lue 
of every thing around her, and to be fenfible, tha t 
for!o·<h iog the paths of goodnefo~ and performing 

her 
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her duty, was the only road to co11tent and 

happinefa. 
Sybella was overjoyed at the queen's requell, 

and immediately granted it, only telling the prin .. 

cefs Juletta, that it was, abfolutely neceffary to­

wards the attainment of this great bleffing, that 

fhe fhould entirely obey the queen her mother, 

witheut ever pretending to examine her com­

mands; for ' true obedience (faid £he) confifl:s it'1 

' fubmiffion ·; and when we pretend to choofe 

' what commands are proper and fit for us, we do 

' not obey, but fet up our own wifdom in oppo,. 

' fition to our governors: this my dear Juletta, 

• you muft be very careful of avoidin ;:, if you 

' would be happy.' She then cautioned her againfl: 

giving way to the perfuafions of any of the young 

fhepherddfes thereabouts, who would endeavour. 

to allure her to difobedience, _by {hiving to raife 

in her mind a defire of thinking herfelf wife, 

whilfi they were tearing from her what was indeed. 

true wifdorn. ' For raid Sybella) my fifier 

' Brunetta, who lives in the caftle £he drove me 

• from (about a mile from this wood) endows-

• young fhepherdeffes with great bea uty, and 

' every thing that is in appearance amiab le, and 

' likely to allure away, and make wretc hed, thofe 

• perfons l would preferve: and all the wifdom 

' with which I have endowed the princefs Juletta:1 

' will not preTent her falling into my filter' s 

' fnares, if fhe gives the leafr way to temptaq 

• tion: for my father's gift to Brunetta, in !.er 

' infancy, enables her (as I told you.) to fuc­

, ceecl in all her defigns,. ex.cept they are re·· 

' fifled by the virtue of the perfon {he is prafli· 

' fing againfl:. Many poor wretches has myµ ter 

' alread y decoyed away from me, whom fue new 

' keeps in her caO:le; where they live in fplen 1.ir 

' a.nd feeming jGy, but in real mifery, from per-
petual 



\ 

206 The SroRY of the WONDERFUL VVAND. 

' petual jars and tumults, railed by erivy, ma• 
' lice, and all the train of tumultuous and tor­
, menting paffions.' 

The princefs Juletta faid, fhe doubted not but 
fh'e fh c_, uld be able to withft:and any of Brunetta's 
ternptatfons. Her ·mothe_r, i:1terrupting her, 
eried out, ' 0, my dear child, though you are en­
~ dewed with wifdom enough to direct. you in the 
' way to virtue; yet, if you grow conceited, and 
' pr,md or that wifdom, and fancy yourfelf ab::ive 
1 temptation, it will lead you into the worfl: of 
i evils.' Here the fairy interpofed, and told the 
princefs Juletta, that if !11e would always carefully 
obferve and .. obey her mother who had learned 
wifdom in that beft fchoo1, adverfity, fhe would 
'then,, indeed, be able to with11and and overcome 
every temptation; and would likewife be happy 
herfelf, and able to dif penfe happinefs to all 
around her. Nothing was omitted by the fairy 
to make this retirement agreeable to her royal 
guefl:s : and they had now l:'affed near feven years 
in this delightful grove, in perfect. peace and 
tranquillity; when one evening, as tbay were 
walking in the pleafant wcod which furrounded 
their hJbitation, they efpied under the ihade, 
and leaning againfi the bark of a large oak, a 
poor old man, whofe limbs were withered and 
decayed, and whofe eyes were hollow, and funk 
with age and mil'ery. They Hopped as foon as 
they faw him, and heard him in the anguifh of his 
heart, with a loud groan, utter thefe wor<ls ; 
• When will my farrows end ? Where fhall 1 find 
' the good fairy Sybella ?' The fairy immediately 
begged to know his bufinefs with her; and faid, 
if his forrows would end on finding Sybe]Ja, he 
mi ght fet h;s heart at eafe ; for ihe fl:ood nov, 
before him, and r.eady to ferve him, if his difireffes 
were [uch as would admit of relief, and he could 

prove 
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prove himfelf worthy of her friendfhip. The old 

man appeared greatly overjoyed at having found 

the fairy, and began the following fi:ory.:.' ' 

' I live from hence a thoufand loog-ues. All 

' this way have I come in fearch of you. My 

' whoJe life has been fpeot in arnaffing w.ealth, to 

' enrich one only fon, whom I doated on to di-

, fi:rac1,ion. It is nO'l,'17 five years fince I - have 

' given him up all the riehes I had laboured to 

' g-et, only to make him happy~ But, alas! how 

' am I difappointed ! His wealth enables him to 

' command whate'l.!.er this w.orld produces ; and 

' yet the poorefl: wretch that begs his bread, can• 

' not be in ore m1ferable. He f pends his days in 

' riot and luxury ; has more !laves and atten­

, dants than wait in the palac~ of a prince; and 

' frill he fighs from morning till night, becaufo · 

' he fays there is nothing in this world worth 

' living for. All his dainties only fate his palate, 

• and grow irkfome to his fil?;ht. He daily chan­

, ges his opinion of what is pleafure; and on 

' the trial finds none that he can call fuch ; and 

' then fall5 to fighing agc1in for the ernptinefs 

' of all that he has enjoyed. So that infiead of 

' being my delight,_ and the comfort of my old 

' age, fleeplefs nights and anxious days, are all_ 

' the rewards of my pafl: labt)urs for him. But 

4 I have had many vifions and dreams to admo--' 

' nifh me, that if I would venture with my old 

• frame to travel a-foot, in fearch . of the fairy 

' Sybella, fhe had a glafs, which if fhe fhewed 

' him, he would be rnred of this dreadful melan• 

' choly ; and I have borne the labour and fatigue 

' of comiu;; this long tirefome way, that I may 

' not breathe my lafl with the agonizing reflec­

' tion, that all the labours of my life have beell 

' thrown away. But what fhall I fay to engage 

' you to go \>\':1th me? Can riches tem1Jt, -0r praiie, 

' allure you l 
'N~ 
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' No (anf wered ,the fairy) neither of them has.. 
' power to move me; but I compaffionate your 
' age; and if I thought I_ could focceed, would 
' not refufe you. The glafs which I fhall bid 
' him look in, will fhew him his inward felf; but 
' if he will not open both his eyes and heart to 
' truth, to Jet him underft and, that the pJeafures 
' he purfues, not only are not, but cannot be, fa­
, tisfacl:ory, I can be of no fort of fervice to him. 
' And know, old m ,m, that the :punifhment you 
' now feel, is the natural refult of your not hav· 
' ing taught him this from his infancy : for, in­
' He::id of heaping up wealth, to allure him to 
' feek for happinefs from fuch deceitful means, 

you fhould have taught him that the only path to 
' it was to be virtuous and good: 

The old min faid, he heartily repented of his 
conduct; and then on his knees fo 1ervently im- ­
plored Sybella's affiGance, that at lafi {he confen­
ted to go with him. Then !hiking on the gro1.1nd 
three times with her wand, the car and horfes 
rofe up; and placing the old man by he!·, after 
taking leave of the queen, and beggi.ng the prin­
cefs Juletta to be careful to guard againil all­
temptations to difobcdience, fhe fet out on her 
journey. _ 

The queen .incl the princefs Juletta remained, 
by the good fairy's defoe, in her habitation du­
ring her abfence. They f pent their time in fe. 
renity and conten t; the princefs daily improv­
ing herfelf in wifdom and goodnefs, by harkening 
to her moth er's infiruclions, and obeying all her 
commands; the queen, in fiudying what would. 
be of mo 11: uf e to her child. She had now forgot 
her throne and palace, and defired mithing far­
ther than her prefent peaceful retreat. One 
morning, as they were fitting in a little arbour 
at the corner of a pleafant meadow, on a fudden. 

theJ 
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they heard a voice much f weeter than they- had 

ever heard, warble through the following fong .. 

I. 
Virtue, Jnft balm of ev'ry Wot; 

Of ev'·ry grief the cure, 
'Tis thott alone that cantt heftow 

Pleafures unmixt and pure. 

II. 
!fhejhady wood, the verdant mead, 

Are virtue'sjlow'ry road i 
Nor pairiful are the fleps which lead 

To her divine abode. 

III. 
'Tis not in palaces or halls, 

She or her train appear ; 
Far off foe .flies from pompous walls; 

Virtue and peace dwell here. 

The queen was all attention, and at the end of 

the fang, fhe gazed around her, in hopes of fee­

ing the perfon, whofe enchanting voice fhe had 

been fo eagerly lifiening to ; when fhe ef pied a 

young fhepherdefs, not much older than the prin­

cefs Juletta, but poffeffed of fuch uncommon and 

clazzling beauty, that it was fame time before fhe 

could difengage her eyes from fo agreeable an ob­

ject. As foon as the young fhepherdefs found her­

felf obferved, fhe feemed modefily to offer to 

withdraw; but the queen begged her not to go 

till fhe had informed them who fhe was, that ~ith 

fuch a commanding afpeet, had fo much engaged 

them in her favour. 
Tht 
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The Shepherdefs coming forward, with a baflr 
fol blufh, and profound obeifance, anfwererl, that 
her name was R ozella, and fhe was the daughter­
of a neighbouring fhepherd and fhepherdefs, who 
lived about a ·quarter of a mile from thence; and 
to confefs the truth, fhe had wandered thither, in 
hopes of feeing the young {hanger, whofe fame 
for oe::1Uty and wifdu~n had filled all that country 
round. 

The princefs Juletta, well ki:rnwing of whom 
fhe f pake, conceived from that moment foch an 
inclination for her acquaintance, that fhe begged 
her to fby, and fpend the whole day with them 
in Placid Grove. Here the queen frowned upon 
her; for fhe had, by the fairy's defire, charged 
her never to bring any one, without her permiffi­
on, into that peaceful grove. 

The young Rozella anf wered, that nothing could 
be more agreeable to her inclinations; but fhe 
mufi be at home by noon ; for fo in the morning 
had her father commanded her, and never yet 
in her life had fhe either difputed or difobeyed 
her parents commands. Here the young prin­
cefs looked on her mother with eyes e.x prdli ve 
of joy, at finding a companion, which fhe, and 
even the fairy herfelf, could not difapprove. 

When Rozella took her leave, fhe begged the 
fayour, that the little Juletta (for fo ilie called her, 
not knowing her to be a princefs) might come to 
her father's f mall cottage, and there partake fuch 
homely fare as it afforded: a welcome, fhe faid, 
fhe could infure her; and though poor, yet, from 
the hc1nefiy of her parent$, who would be proud to 
entertain fo rare a beauty, fhe was certain no fort 
of harm could happen to the pretty J uletta from 
fuch a friendly vi.fit, and fhe would be in the 
fame pl ace again to-morrow, to meet her, in hopes, 
as ihefaid, to conduct her to her humble habitation, 

whel.l 
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When Rozella was gone, the queen, though 

highly poffeffed in her favour, both bv her beauty 

and modefi: behaviour, yet pondered forne time on 

the thought, whether or no fhe was a fit compa­

nion for her daughter. ~he remembered what 

Sybella had told her concerning Brunetta's adorning 

young fhepherdeffes with beauty, and other ex­

cellencies, only to enable them to allure and entice 

others into wickednefs. Rozella's beginning her 

acquaintance with the princefs by flattery, had no 

good afpecl; and the fudden effect it had upon 

her, fo as to make her forget, or wilfully difobey, 

her commands, by inviting Rozella to Placid 

Grove, were circumfl:ances whi.ch greatly alarmed 

her. But, by the repeated intreaties of the prin­

cefs, fhe gave her confent that fhe fhould meet 

Rozella the next day, and walk with her in thai 

meadm\.', and in the wood; but upon no account 

fuould go home with her, or bring Rozella bade 

with her. The queen then, in gentle terms, chid 

the princefs for her invitation to the young fhep" 

herdefs, which was contrary to an abfoJute com· 

mand; and faid, 'you mufl:, rny dear ] uletta, be 

' very careful to guard yourfelf extreamly well 

' againfl: thofe temptations, which wear the face 

' of virtue. I know, that your fudden affeclion 

• to this apparent good girl, and your defire of 

' her company, to partake with you the innocent 

• pleafures of this happy place, arife from a good 

' dif pofition : but where the indulgence of the 

' mofr laudable paffion, even benevolence and 

' compaffion itfelf, interferes with, or runs coun­

' ter to your duty, you mufi: endeavour to fupprefa 

' it, or it will fare with you, as it did with that 

' ben, who, thinking that fhe heard the voice of 

• a little duckling in difl:refs, flew from her 

' -young ones, to go and give it affifiance, and 

~ following the cry, came at lafi to a hedge, out 
of 
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tbe caufe of truth and virtue. The princefs re• 
fumed her ufual cheerfulnefs and good humour, 
Rozella fung her a fang in praife of conflancy of 
mind ; and they paffed the refi: of the time they 
fl:a yed together as they ufed to do. 

But, jufi: before they parted 9 Rozella begged fhe 
would not tell her mother of the firfr part of the 
converration that paffed between them. The 
princefs replied, that it would be breaking through 
one of her mother's commands ; and therefore 
ihe dared not grant her requefL Then faid 
Rozdla, ' here I muft for ever part with my dear 
' little Juletta. Your mother not knowing the 
' manner in which I [poke, will have an ill opi· 
' nion of me, and ,~ill never trufr you again 
' in my company. Thus will you be torn from . 
41 me; and my lofs will be irreparable.' Thefe 
words fhe accompanied with a flood of tea1 s, 
:and fuch little tenderneffes, as quite melted the 
princefa into tears al[o. But fhe {till faid, that 
{he could not dare to conceal from her mother any 
thing that had happened, tbough fhe could not but 
' own, fhe believed their feparation would be the 
,. confequence. ' Well then ( cried Rozella) I 
• will 'endeavour to be contented, as our fepara· 
' tion will give you lefs pain, than what you call 
• this mighty breach of your duty : and though I 
, would willingly unde;·go almoft any torn1ents 
• that could be invented, rather than be debarred 
' one moment the company ofmy dearefijuJetta; 
• yet l will not expecl:. that fhe fhould fuffer the 
' fmalleft degree of pain or uneaGnefs, to fave 
• me from lofing what is the whole pleafu1e of my 
• Jif e.' 

'J he princefs could not bear the thought of ap• 
pearing ungrateful to fuch a warm friend{hip as 
R ozella exprdft d; and without fa r ther hefitation, 
promifed rn conceal what fhe had faid, and to un· 

derg 
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dergo any thing, rather than Iof~ fa amiable a 

friend. 
After this they parted. But w11en the princefs 

entered the grove, fhe dirl not as ufua-1, run with 

hafie and joy into the prefence of her indulgent 

mother; for her mind was difiurbed : fhe felt a 

confcious :lbame on feeing her, and turning aw.iy 

her face, in which fhe imagined fhe would fee the 

fecret lurking in her bofom. Her mother obfer­

ved with concern her downcafi look, and want of 

cheerfulnefs: and afking what was the matter, 

{be anfwered, her walk had fatigued her, and D1e 

begged early to retire to,refi. Her kind mother 

confented : but little refi had the poor princefs all 

that night; for the pain of having her mind 

touched with guilt, and the fear ·fhe was under 

of lofing her dear comp3nion, kept J1er thoughts 

in one continued tumult and confufion. The 

fairy's gift now became her curfe ; for the pow­

er of feeing what was right, as fhe had a_cled con• 

trary to her kn owledge, only tormented her. 

She hafiened the nex t morning to meet Rozella 

and told her ~ill th::it had paffed in her own mind 

the preceding night ; declaring that fhe would not 

p:1fs fuch another for the whole world; but yet 

would not difpenfe with her prornife to her with· 

out her ·confent; and therefore came to afk her 

leave to acquaint her good mother with alt that 

had pa!fed: 'for (faid fhe) my dear Rozella, we 

' mufl: if we wou ld be happy, do always what .is 

• right, and truft for the co,nfequences,' here Ro­

zella drew her features in the mofi contemptuous 

foeer imaginable, and faid, ' pn1y, what are all 

' thefe mighty pains you have fuffered? Are they 

' not owing only to yoLtr want of feofe enough to 

' know, th::it you can do your moth~r no h::irm by 

• ' conceaiing from her this, or any thing elfe that 

' can vex her? And my dear girl (continued fhe) 

' when yo~ h:ive once entered into this way of 
' thinking 
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11 thinking, and have put this blind duty out 0£ 
• your head, you will fpend no more fuch refilefs 
' night,, which you mufi fee was entirely owing 
' to your own imaginations.' 

~This fiartled the princefs to fuch a degree, that 
{he was breaking from her; but putting on a more 
tender air, Rozella cried, ' and can you then, my 
• dear Juletta, determine to give me up for fuch 
' a trifling confideration ?' Then raifing her 
voice again, in a haughty manner, fhe faid, ' I 
' ought to defpife and laugh at you for your folly, 
' or at befi pity your ignorance, rather than offer 
' a fincere friendfhip to one fo undeferving,' 

The princefs havin& once f werved from her 
tluty, was now in the power of every paffion that 
iho11ld attack her. 

Pride and indigP1ation, at the thought of being 
oef pifed, bore more f way with her, than her 
affedion to her fond mother ; and {he was now 
determined, fhe faid, to think for herfelf, and 
make _ ufe of her own underfianding, which, fhe 
was convinced, would always teach her what was 
right. Upon this Rozella took her by the hand, 
and with tears of joy, faid, ' now my deardl: 
a girl, you are really wife, and cannot therefore 
' (according to your own rule) fail of being hap· 
' PY· But to {hew that you are in earnefi in this 
' refolution, you fhall this morning go home with 
• me to my father's cott : it is not fo far off, but 
' you will be back by the time your mother ex· 
' peels you; as that will be obeying the chief 
' command, it is but concealing from her the 
• thing that would vex her, and there will be no 
a harm done: Here a ray of truth broke in up· 
on our young· princefs; but as a falfe fhame, 
and fear of being laughed at, had now got poffef­
fion of her, fhe with a foft figh, confented to the 
propofal._ 

Rozella 
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Rozella led the way. But juO: as ·they were 

turning round th,e walk, which leads ont of t'he 
w ::,od a large ferpent darted from one fide out o·~ 
a thicket, direclly between them; and t,,1rning 
-its hiffrng mouth towards the princefs, as f::eming 
to make after her, ihe fled h3{tily back, and ra1'l 
with all her f peed towards the grove, and pant­
ing for breath, £kw into the arms of her ever kind 
.protec1refs. 

Her rnoth~r was vaftly terrihed to fee her tren1-
ble and look fo pale; and as foon as ilie was a lit Je­
r.ecovered, afked her the occafion of her fright; 
and added (with tears r11nnin; down her cheeks) 
' I am afraid , my dear Juletta, fome fad difafter 

h:is befallen y~u; for indeed, my child, I but 
too plainly fa,v Iaft night-' 
Here the princefs was fo fhuck ,rith true foame 

and confufion for her paft behaviour, that fl1-= fell 
own u-pon her knees, confeffed the whole truthf 

and implored forgiveners for her fault. 
The queen kindly raifed her up, kiffed and for­

gave her. · ' I am overjoyed, my dear child (faid 
' fhe) at this your fweet repentance, though the 
' effed of mere accident, as it appears; but fent 
' without doubt, by fome_good fairy-to fave you 
' from derl:ruc1ion : and I hope you · are tho­
-' roughly con vinced that the ferpent which drove 
' you home, was not half fo dangerous as the falfe 
' i<ozella.' 

The princefs anfo·ered, that fh e was thoroughly 
fenfible o-f the danger fhe had ayoided; and hoped. 
fhe ne\'er fhould :iga in, by her own folly and 
wickednefs, deferve to be expofed to the danger 
from which fhe h3d fo lately elcaped. 

Some days paffed without the princefs's ·offering 
to ('tir out oi the grove; and in that time fhe g:ive 
.:a willing and patient e:n to all her mother's in­
ftrudions, and feemed thoroughly fenublc of the 

J~ grc:.l,t 
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great deliverance fhe had lately experienced. 

But yet there appeared in her countenance an 

u:r.eafinefs, which the queen wifhing to remove, 

afked }ier the caufe of it, 

'·It is, my dear madam, (anfo;oered the princefs) 

' becaufe I have not yet had it in my power to 

' convince. you of my repentance, which, though I 

' know it to be fincere you have had no proof of, 

' ~ut in words only; and indeed my &eart longs 

' for an oc-cafion to fhew you, that I am now able 

' to refill any allurement which would tempt me 

' from my duty; and I cannot be eaf y till you 

' have given me an opportun ity of £hewing you 

« the firrnnefs of my refolutiOn ; ,md if you will 

' give me leave to take a wa lk in the wood alone, 

' this evening I fhall return to you with pleafure, 

' and will promife not to excerd any bounds that 

' yoq £hall prefcribe.' 
The queen was not much pleafed with this re· 

queft; but the princefa was fo earnefi with her to 

grant it, that £he could not well refufe, without 

feerning to fufpdl:. her fincerity? which £he did 

not, but on ly feared for her fafety; and giving 

her a ftric1 charge not to fiir a :fl:ep out of the 

wood, or to fpeak to the falfe 1:{ozeJla, if fhe came 

in her way, /he reluc(lantly gave her confent. 

The princefs walked through all the flow ry Ia­

byrir1ths, in which ilie had fo often {hayed with 

Rozella, but £he was fo £hocked with the thoughts 

of her wickednefs, that fhe hardly gave a figh for 

the lofs of a companion once fo dear to her: and 

as a proof that her repeptance was fincere, though 

fhe heard Rozella finging in an arbour (on purpofe 

perhaps to decoy her) fhe turned away without the 

leafl emotion, and went quite to the other fide of 

the wood; where looking into the meadow, in 

which fhe fir{l beheld that falfe friend, fhc faw a 

girl about her own age, leaning asainfi a tree, 
and 
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and crying mofr bitterly. But the moment fhe 

came in fight the young fhepherdefs (for fuch by 

her drefs ihe appeared to be) erred out, ' 0 help; 

' dear young lady help me ; for I am tied here to 

' this tree, by the fpiteful cot:trivance of a wicked 

' young fhepherdefs, calJed Rozella : my hands 

' too you fee, are bound behind me, fo that 

' [ cannot rnyfelf unloofe · the knot: and if I 

' am not releafed, here muO: I lie all night: and 

' my wretched pat"ents will break their bea-rts, for 

' fear fame unlucky accident fhould h_ave befallen 

' their only child, their poor unhapp..y Florime~ ! .. 

The princefs hearing her f peak of Rozella in 

that manner, had no fufpicion of her being one of 

that falfe girl's deluding compal'lions; but 1 ather 

thoue:ht that fhe was a fellow· fufferer with herfelf; 

and therefore, without any cor1fideration of the 

bounds prefcribed, fhe hafiened to releafe her, and 

even thought that fhe fhould give great pleafure in 

telling her mother, that ' fhe had fav~d a poor 

young fhepherdefs from Rozella's malice-, and re­

flared her to her fond parents. But as foon as fhe 

had unloofed the ·girl from the tree, and unboun d 

her hands, infl:ead of receiving thanks for what · 

ilie had done, the ,vicked Flor-imd burfi: into a 

laugh, and fuddenly fnatched from the princefs 

Juletta's fide her father's picl:.ure, which fl1e 

.ilways wore hanging in a ribband, and ran away 

with it as fafi as fhe could, over the meadow. 

The princefs was fo aftonifhed at this firange 

piece of ingratitude and treachery, and was fo 

alarmed for fear of Jo{ing whatihe knew her mo­

ther fa highly valued, that hardly knowing what fhe 

was about, fhe purfued Florimel with all her fpeed; 

begging and entreating her not to bernave her fo 

bafely and ungratefully of that picl:.ure, which 

fhe would not part with for the world : but it was 

all to no purpofe ; for florimel continued her flight, 

L ~ and 
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and the princefs her purfuit, till they arrived at 
Brunetta's caftle gate; where the fairy herfelf ap­
peared dreffed and adorned in the moil becoming 
manner, and wi.th the moll: bewitching fmile that 
can come from dazzEng beauty, inviting the prin­
cefs to enter her caftle (into which Florimel was 
run to hide herfelf) and promifed her on that con­
dition, to make the idle girl refiore the picture. 

It was now fo late, that it was impofftble for the 
princefs to think of returning home that night; 
and the pleafing addrefs of Brunetta, together 
witb the hopes of having her pichne reCT:ored, foon 
prevailed with her to accept of the fairy's invi­
tation. 

The caitle glittered with gaudy furniture; fwect 
· mu Ge was heard in every room; the whole com .. 
pany, who were all of the mof1: beautiful forms 
that could be conceived, {hove who fhould be mofl 
obliging to this their new gueft. They omitted 
nothing that could amufe and delight the fenfes. 
And the princefs Juletta was fo entranced with joy 
,md rapture, that fhe had not time for thought, or 
for the leafl ferious refleclion : and fhe now began 
to think, that fhe had attained the highe.!l happi• 
nefs upon earth. 

After they had kept her three days in this round 
of pleafure and delight, they began to pull off the 
mafk: nothing was heard but quarrels, jars, and 
galling fpeeches: inflead of fweet mufic, the a­
partments were filled with fcreams and huwling ; 
for every one giving way to the moft O'.ltrageous 
paffion, they were always doing ea{:h other fome 
malicious turn, and ouc univerfal horror and con~ 
fufi on reigned. 

The princefs was hated by all~ and was often 
aiked, with infulting fneers, why !he did not re­
turn to her peaceful grove, and condefending 
mother? But her mind having been thus turned 

a Ude 
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afide from what was right, could not bear the 

th u~hts of returning; and though by her daily 

tears fbe fhewed her repentance, fhame prevent· 

ed her return : but this ae:ain, was not the ric;ht 

fort of (hame; for then fhe would humbly hive 

taken the punifhment due to her crime ; and 

it was nther a flubborn pride: which as fhe 

knew herfelf fo highly to blame, would not give 

her leave to fuffer the conf uGon of again c0nfeffing 

her fault; and till fhe could bring herfelf to fuch 

a fi:1te of mind, there was no remedy for her 

mi[ery. , 
The queen in the mean time, foffered for the 

lo[s of her child more than words can exprefs, 

till the good fairy Syhella returned. The queen 

burfi into tears at the fight of her ; but the fairy 

immediately cried out, ' you may fpare yourfelf 

' my royal guefl:, the pain of relating what has 

' happened. I know it all ; for that old man, 

' whom I took fuch pity on, was a phantom, r:-iifed 

' by Brunetta, to a 11 ure me hence, in order to 

' have an opportunity, in my abfence, of fe. 

' ducing the princefs from her duty. She knew 

' nothing but a probable fiory could irnpofe on 

' me: and therefore raifed that fiory of the 

' mifery of the old man's fan (from motives which 

' too often, indeed, caufe the mifery of mortals) 

' as knowing I fh')uld think it my duty to r3o 

' · what I could to relieve fuch a wretch. I ,. . .,ill 

' not tell you of my journey, nor what I have 

' gone through.' I know your mind is at pre­

, fent too much fixed on the princefs, to attend 

' to fuch a relation : I will only tell you what con­

, cerns yourfelf. vVhen the phantom found, that 

' by no diO:refs he could difiurb my mind, he faid. 

' he w:is obliged to tell the truth; what v,;as the 

' intention of my being deluding from home, and 

• what had happened fince; and then. vanifh€d 

L 3 ' away', 
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' away: Here the fairy related to the que.efl. 
every thing that had happened to the princefs, as 
has already be<m told ; and concluded with fay. 
ing, that fhe would wander about the cafile-walls 
(for Brunetta had no power over her) and if the 
wuld get a fight of the princefs, fhe would en­
deavour to bri~g her to a true fenfe of her fault, 
and then fhe might again be refiored to happinefs . 

The queen bldfed the fairy for her goodnefs ; 
and it was not long before Sybella's continual af­
fiduity got her a fight oft-he princefs; for fhe often 
wandeFed, a li;ttle way towards that wood fhe hacl. 
once fo much delighted in, but never could bring 
herfelf to enter into it; the thou·ght of feeing her 
injured mother m ade her fiart back, and run half 
wild into the fatal caftle. Rozella ufed frequently 
to throw herfelf in the way ; and on hearing her 
fighs, and feeing her tears, would burfi into a 
fneer.ing laugh at her folly ; ro avoid which laugh,. 
the poor princefs firfi fuffered herfelf to throw off 
all her principals of goodnefs and obedience, and 
was now fallen into the very contempt fhe fa 
mu~h, dreaded. 

The fir.fr-. time the fairy got fight of her, lhe 
t:alled to her with the mofi friendly voice ; but 
the princefs flung to the foul with the fight of her, 
fled away, and did not venture out again for fe. 
veral days. The kind Sybella began almofr to de­
f pair of regaining her lofi c.hild ; but never fail'­
ed walking round the cafi:Ie many hours every 
day. And one evening, jufi before the fun fet, 
ihe heard within the gates, a loud tumultuous 
noife; but more like riotous mirth, than the voice 
either of rage or anger; ancl immediately fhe faw 
the princefs rufh out at the gate, and ;;ibout a dozen 
girls laughing and fhouting·, running after her, 
tbe poor princefs A.ew with all her f peed, t-ill fhe 
izJme to a little arbour, jufi by the fide of a 

wood ;. 



The STORY of the \VoNDERFUL WAND. 223 

wood; and her purfuers, as they intended only 

to teaze her, did not follow her very clofe ; but, 

as foon as they loft fight of her, returned all back 

again to the caftle. 
Sybella went directly into the arbour, where fhe 

found the little trembler, proftrate on the ground, 

crying and fobbing, as if her heart was breaking. 

The fairv feized her hand, and would not let her 

go, till £he had prevailed with her to return to the 

Placid Grove, to throw herfelf once more at her 

mother's feet, affuring her that nothing but this­

humble fiate of mind would cure her mifery, and 

refiore her wonted peace. 

The queen was filled with the higheR: joy to fee 

her child; but refirained herfelf fo much, that fhe 

!hewed not the Ieafi figns of it, till fhe had feen her 

fome time pro{hate at her feet, and had heard 

her with tears properly confefs, and a!k pardon 

for all her faults. She then raifed, and once 

more forgave her; but told her that fhe mufi learn 

more humility, and difhuft of herfelf, before fhe 

fhould again expect to be rrufied. 

The princefs made no anfwer ; but by a -rnodefi: 

downcalt look expreffed great concern, and true 

repentance ; and in a fhort time recovered her 

former peace of mind : and as fhe never after· 

wards difobeyed her indulgent mother, fhe daily 

increafed in wifdom and goodriefs. 

After having lived in the mofi: imiocent and 

peacable manner for three years, (the princefs 

being juft turned of eighteen years old) the fairy _ 

told the queen, that fhe would now tell her fame 

news of her kingdom, which fhe had heard in her 

journey: namely, that her brother-in-law h:id 

made proclamation throughout the Kingdom, vf 

great rewards to any one who fhould produce the 

queen, and the princefs Juletta, whom he would 

immediately reinfrate in the throne. 

L 4 The 
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The princefs Juletta was by when fhe related 
this; and faid fhe begged to lead a private life, 
an-i never more be expofed to the temptation r{ 
entering into vice, for wh:ch fhe had already fo 
fev ~rdy fm;utcd. 

The fairy told her, that Gnce {he doubted h -
felf, fhe was now fit to be trdled: 'For (faid fhe) 
' I did not like your being fo fore of refifling 
~ temptation, wh 11 firfi. I conferred on you the 
J girt of wifdom. But you will, my princefs, if 
' you take the crown have an opportunity of 
-' doing fo much good, that if you continue vir­
' tuous, you wjll have perpetu ·d pleafures; for 
' power made a right ufe_ of, is indeed a very 
' great bleffing.' . 
. The princefs anfwered, that if the queen her 
mother, thought it her duty to take the crown, 
fhe would cheerfully fubmit, though a p1ivate life 
fbould he otherw ife hei choice, 

The queen replied, that fhe did not blame her 
for chufrng a private life; but fhe thou e:h t fhe 
could not innocently refufe the power that would 
give her fuch opportunities of doing good, anc.l. 
making others happy; fince by that refufal, the 
power might f,:1 1 into h;::nds that would make an 
ill ufe of it. 

After tLis converfation, they got into the fame 
car, in which they t ravelled to the wood of Ardel­
la, arrived faf ly at th e city of Algorada , and the 
princefs ]llletta was feated, with univerfal conccnt,. 
on her father's throne; where fh e and her pel,ple 
were reciprocally happy, by her grca t w i fdum 
and prudeuce: ana t/ie queen mother f ptnt the 
rernai nder of hu days in peace and joy, to fee her 
belo,:ed daughter ¥>rove a bleffing to foch num­
bers of hum:in c1ea(ure8; whilft fhe herfelf enjoyed 
t hat only tr:.:e ce; nt nt and happinefs this \\"orld 
can produce; mmely-A peaceable confcicnce, 
~nd a quiet mnld. 

THE 

t 



( 2 z5 ) 

T H E 

S T O R y · 

OF THE . 

KING. A.ND FAil~Y RINGO 

T HERE was a king, w hof e nam.e was 

AHerute; feared by all his neighbours, and 

loved by all his fubjecls. He was wife, good, juft 

and valiant ; and deficient in no quality requifite 

in a great prince. A fairy came to him one day, 

and told him that he would foon find himfelf 

plunged into. great ·difficulties, if he did not make 

ufe of the ring, whi.ch fhe then put on his finger. 

Vi/hert he turned the {bne of the ring to the inGde 

of his hand he became invifible; and when he 

turned the diamond outwards he became viGble 

again. 
He was highly pleafed with this prefent; and 

foon grew fenfible of the inefiimable value of it. 

When he fufpec1:ed any one of his fubjecls, he 

went into that man's houfe and clofet, with his 

diamond turned inwards, and heard and faw all 

Jhe fecrets of the family, without beincr per· 

L 5 ceived9 
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ceived. ,~hen he miflrurl:ed the ddigns of any 
neighbouring JJOtentate,. he would take a long 
journey unaccompanied,-to be prefent in his rnofi 
private counfels, and learn every thing, without 
the fear of being difrovered. By this means, he 
CJfi!y prevented every intention to his prejudice; 
he frufhated feveral- conf piracies formed again fr 
his perfon; and difconcerted all the meafures of 
his enemies for his overthrow. 

Neverthelefs, he was not thoroughly fatisfied 
with his ring : and he requefied of the fairy the 
power of conveying himfelf, in an infiant, from 
one country to another ;- that he might make 
a more convenient and ready ufe of the enchant- / 
ed ring. The fairy replied, you afk too much: 
let me conjure you not to covet a power, which 
l forefee, will one day be the caufe of your 
mifery; though the particular manner thereof 
be concealed from me. Tr.e king would not li[~ 
ten to her entreaties; but fl:ill urged his re­
quefr. Since then you will have it fo (faid £he) I 
muft neceffarily grant you a favour, of which 
you will dearly repent. Hereupon £he chafed hi~ 
fhoulders with a fragrant liquor :- when imme• 
diately he perceived little wings fhooting at his 
back. Thefe little wings were not difcernable 
under his habit: and when he had a mind to 
fly, he needed only to touch them with his hand, 
and they would fpread fa as to bear him through 
the air, fwifter than an eagle. When he had 
no farther occafion for his wings, with a touch they 
£hrunk again to fo f mall a fize, as to lie concealed 
under his garment. 

By this magic, Alfarute was able to tranflate 
himfelf in a few moments, wherever he pleafed. 
He knew every thing: and no man could con• 
ceive how he came by his intelligence: for he 
,~· uld often retire into his clofat, and pretend· to 

he 

3 
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be fhut up there the whole day, with firicc or­

ders not to be difiurbed; then making himfelf 

invifible with his ring, he would enlarge his wings 

with a touch, and traverfe vafi: countries. By 

this power he entered into very extraordinary 

wars : aPJ.d never failed to triumph. But, -as he 

continually faw into the focrets of men, he dif. 

covered fo much wickednefs and diffimulation, 

that he could no longer place a confidence in any 

man. The more redoubted and powerful he grew, 

the lefs he was beloved, and he found, that even 

they to whom he had been mofi bountiful, had no 

gratitude nor affeccion towards him. 

In this difconfolate condition, he refolved to 

fearch through the wide world, till he found a 

woman compleat in beauty and all good quali­

ties, willing to be his wife ; one who would love 

him, and fi:udy to make him happy. Long did 

he fearch in vain : and as he faw all, without 

being feen, he difcovered the mofi: hidden wiles 

and failings of the fex. He vifitcd all the courts ; 

where he found the ladies infincere, fond of 

admirers, and fo enamoured with their own · 

perfons, that their hearts were not capable of en­

tertaining any true love for a huiband. . He went 

li kewire into all the private families: he found 

one was of an inconfiant, volatile dif pofition : an­

other was cunning and artful; a third, haughty : a 

fourth, capricious; alrnofi all faithlefs, vain, and 

full of idolatry to their own charms. 

Under thefe difappointments, he refolved to 

carry his inquiry through the lowefl conditions 

of life. \/Vhereupon, at lafi he found the daugh­

ter of a poor labourer, fair as the brightefl: mo~n­

ing, but fimpie and ingenuous in all her beauty ; 

. which fhe difregarded, and which in reality, was 

the leafl of her perfeccions : for fhe had an un­

derfianding and a virtue, which outfhone all th~ 

L 6 graces 
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graces of her perfon. All the youth of the neigh .. 
bourhood were impatient to fee her; and more 
impatient after they had feen her, to obtain her 
in marriage: none doubting of being compleatly happ y with fuch a wife. 

King Alfarute beheld her: and he loved her:. 
He demanded her of the father; who was tranf­
·Forted with the thoughts of his daughter becom­fog a great queen. Clarinda·(fofhe was called) 
we.nt frnm her father's hut into a magnificent 
palace; where fhe was received by a numerous 
-court. She was not dazzled, nor difconcerted, at 
~the ftidde,n ch:rnge: fhe pteferved her fimplicity, 
her rnodefry, her virtue,. and forgot not the place 
of her birth, when fhe was in the height (!_f her 
glory . The king's affection for her increafed 
daily;. and he believed, he fhould at Jafi arrive at 
J?erfect: happinefs: neither was he already far from 
it; fo much did he begin to confide in the good­
nefs of his queen. He often rendered hirnfelf in­
vifible to obferve her, and to furprife her: but, 
be never <lifcovered .a:oy thing io her that was 
not worthy of his admiration. So tbat now there 
was but a very fmall remainder of jealouf y and 
difirufi, . blended with his love. 

The fairy who had foretold the fatal confe­
quences of his lafi req·uefl, carne fa often to warn 
him, that he thou ght her importunity trouble~ fome. Therefore, he gave orders,. that {he fhould. 
no longer be admitted ioto the palace; and en .. 
joined the queen not to receive ber viuts, for the 
{Llture. The queen promifed to obey his com, 
mands; but not without mucb unwillingnefs, be• 
caufe fhe loved this good fairy. 

It happened one d a y, when the king was up.on 
a prngrefs, that the fairy defirous to i nfirucl. the. 
queen in futurity, entered her apartment in the. 
llppearance of a young officer: and immediately 

declared~ 
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declared in a whif per, who fhe was : whereupon,. 

the queen embraced her with tendernefs, The 

king, who was then invifible, perceived it, and 

was inflantly fired with jealoufy. He drew his 

f word, ancl pierced the queen ; who fell expir~ 

ing into his -arms. In that i;noment tf;.e fairy re­

fumed her true fhape, whereupon, the king knew 

her, and was convinced of the queen's innocence •. 

Then would he have killed himtelf: but the 

fairy with-held his hand;_ and fhove to com­

fort him : when the queen, breathing out her laH: 

words, faid, though I die by your hands, I die 

wholly yours. 
Too late, now Alfarute curfed his folly,.. that 

put him upon wrefiing a boon from the fairy 

·which proved his mifery. He returned the ring; 

and defired his wings might be taken from him. 

The remaining days of his life, he paffed in 

bitternefs and grief : kr10wing no other confo­

lation, but to weep perpetually over Clarinda's. 

tomb. 

The 1\1 0 R A L. 

This tale evirn:es the folly of taking any m:itd 

te r in too jealous a view ; and that by too eaf y· 

·iewing the wrong road, we involve ourfelves i~ 

Janger and inisfoi;tuoe. · 

THE 



THE 

S T O R Y 

OF THE 

PRINCESS FAlR-STAR and PRINCE CHERY .. 

T HERE was a princefs, who having under­
gone feveral great misfortunes, had nothing 

left of all her paft grandeur, but two rich fuits of 
cloaths, the one of velvet embroidered with pearls, 
and the other of cloth of gold, covered over with 
diamonds, which £he kept as long as fhe could : 
but the extreme neceffity fhe was reduced to, 

obliged her often to fell a pearl or diamond pri­
vately, to fupport her equipage. She was a wi­
dow, and had three daughters, all very handfotne: 
fhe thought if fhe brought them up in the gran­
deur and ftate fuitable to their rank, they would 
become afterwards more feniible of their misfor­
tunes. Thereupon fhe determined to fell that lit~ 
tle fhe had left, and go and fettle in forne country 
where they might live cheap: but by the way, go­
ing over a large foreft, fhe was robbed of almoft 
all fhe had. This poor princefs, after this laH. 
misfortune, which was greater than all that had 
befel her before, knew fhe mufl novv either earn 

her 
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lier bread or fiarve: and as {he all her life-time­

had taken great delight in cookery, and having :r 

f mall kitchen furniilied with golden plate, which 

{he ufed to divert herfelf in ; that which fhe ufed. 

to do before for her pleafure, fhe was' now forced 

to undertake for her livelihood. She took a pretty­

little houfe near a great city, and made the heft 

fricaffees and ragouts imaginable ; infomnch that 

fue had a confiderable trade, and acquired great 

fame of being an excellent cook. In the mean. 

time her three daughters grew up, and their beauw 

ty without doubt, had reached the ears of the court, 

had not their mother kept them in their cha mq 

ber. When one day there came a little old wo• 

man, who feemed to be very much tired 1 and lean­

ing on a flick, her body very feeblet and her Ikin 

all wrinkled and fhrivelled; ' I am come (faid 

• fhe) to make one good meal before I leave this 

& world, that I may brag I have had one; there• 

• fore, faid fhe again to the princefs, drawing her­

, felf a chair to the fire-fide, get me fomething 

• nice, and makehafie.' As fhe had at that time· 

her hands folly employed, and could not do all her­

felf, fhe called her three daughters down, whofe 

names were Lucina, Diana, and Linda ; who were 

dreffed like country girls, in bodice and petticoats, 

~111 of different colours ; but the you-ngetl: was the 

h-andfome1t and the befr natured. The princefs 

their mother ordered one to go take- fame pigeons, 

~mother to kill fame pullets, and the third to make 

fome pafle. In fhort, two or three courfes were 

prefently ferved up, and fet before tne old woman, 

with clean linen, good wine, and every thing 

in nice order; which made 11er eat and drink with 

an extraordinary appetite. "\,Vhen fhe had done, 

fhe got up, and faid to the princes, ' honefi: 

' friend, had I any money, I would pay you : 

~ but I have been poor thefe maDy years, and 
' wanted 
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'- wanted fo kind an entertainment as you have· 
' given me ; all that I can do, is to wifh you bet­
~ ter cufromers than I have been.' The princefa 
fmiied, and replied, '-well, mc.ither, do not trouble 
' yourfelf, I am always well rewarded if I can but 
' pleafe.' And faid Linda, ' w·e are glad it was 
' in our power to fer.ve you; if you will fup here 
' too, you fhall be wel<;:ome. ' 0 ! ( cried the old 
' woman) how happy are they wh · have fuch ge­
, nerous fouls ! but do not you think oLrec~iving 
' forne recompenfe? '-'Tell, (contrnued fhe.; afiure 
' yourfelves, that the fir:fl: wifh you make without 
' thinking of me, {hall be corn pleated.' Then fhe 
w.ent away, leaving them fome reafons to believe. 
her to be a fairy. 

This ::idventure forprifed them; they had never 
Feen a fairy before1 and were frightened. Jnfo. 
much that for five or fix months after, they could­
not forbear tahing of her; and whenever they 
wifhed for any thrn.g, fhe was always pref ent ir. 
their thoughts, fo thi! t they came to nothing, which 
made them very angry with the fairy. When one 
day, the king going a hunLing, refulved to call at 
their houfe to fee if the princefs was as notable 
a cook, as fhe was reprefented to be. The three 
{i:fl:ers were in the garden gathering finwberries. 
when he paffed by. ' Ah! (faid Lucina) was I fo. 
' · happy as to marry the admira.l, I b©a11: that I 
' could fpin thread enough to make fails for his 
' wbole navy.' '- An,d I (faid Diana) was my, 
' fortune fo good that l fh ouJd marry the klng's 
' brother, I could wo.rk lace enough with my nee­
, dle to hang his palace.' ' And I (faid Linda) 
' would the kin g have me, boafi at the end of 
« nine mon t hs .o bring him forth two fine boys 
' and a girl, w ich :fbrs on their forehead s, ancl a 
' chain of gold about their necks; from whofe 
G. hair, hanging on curious rings, fhould drop va 
- ' iuable 
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~ luable Jewels.' One of the king's· favourites 

averh·earing their difcomfe, went and informed 

the king thereof, who 0rdered them to.come to him. 

\Vhen they enter-ed the room where the king was 9• 

w.hich they did with all refpect and modefly, he. 

a.fked them, whether what he had been told of 

their difcourfe about h 1:fbands was· t.ru.e, or not? 

At which they blufhed ,.and hung down their heads: 

but upon his pre:fiing them fai::ther,. they own€<l 

it was. 'Certainly (faid he}I know _ncit what pow~ 

' er' influences m€, b.ut I will not fl:ir from hence 

' till I have married the fair ·Linda. ' then, fir 9 . 

' (faid his brother) you will give me leave to marry 

' the lovely Diana.' ' And I live not without 

' hoi-'es (fajd the admiral) but your majeil:y' will 

'. confent to my happinefs, in efpoufing Lucina, 

'· with whom I am charmed/ The king, plea.fed 

that two of the greatell perfons in his dominions. 

fhould follow his example, approved their choice,. 

and afked their mother's confent ; who anfwered, . 

· it was too great an honour and happinefs.for her 

to refufe : and then the king, prince, and admi-ra1; , 

kifled her. 
Juft: when the king was going to dinr,er, a ta­

ble came down the chimney, whereon. were feven 

golden difhes of all marmer of rarities, which the 

king eat heartily of; the beaufet was ranged full. 

,of gold pla te, and a fine fymphony played all the 

time, which made:i the king imagine it to be a. 

piece of witchcraft : when the princefs, gueffi.ng 

that it was owing to the fairy, affured him it was 

not, . 4nd bleffed the hour fhe entertained the little 

old woman. After the repall was over, which 

was fa lon:;, tha t night furprifed them all at ta­

ble; at whidl his ma jelly was fome what afhamed, 

:for it fee med as if bacchus ruled at his wedding 

:\TIOre than cupid: the king pulled a rin g off his. 

finger, and put it on Linda's; and the prince, 
and. 
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and admiral did the fame; after which all the 
king's retinue faluted as became them, both the 
queen and prfocefs: but for Lucina, fhe had not 
fo much ref pect fhewn her; for though fhe was the 
eldefi fifi:er, fhe was the worfi: married. The king 
fent a gentleman of his bedchamber to inform the 
queen his mother of what had h<1ppencd, and to 
fend coaches to fetch the queen Linda and her 
two fillers. When the queen-mother, who was 
the mofi cruel of all womrn, knew that the king 
and prince were married fo fuddenly, ;;.nd befides, 
the two girls of obfcure birth, fhe flew into fuch a 
paffion, as frightened the whole court. Then afk­
ing the gentleman the reafons that induced the 
Icing to fuch a bafe marriage, and being told the 
hopes of having two boys and a girl with fiars 
on their foreheads, &c. fhe laughed difdainfully 
;it her fan's credulity, and faid all the mofr inve­
terate things her rage could invent. When the 
coaches came, the king invited his mother in-law 
to go along with them ; affuring her, that fhe 
ihould be looked upon with all manner of difl:ic­
tion. But fhe comparing a court to the rolling 
of the waves in a rough fea, told him fhe had had 
too mnch experience of the world, to forfake a 
quiet life, ' Why (replied the king) you do not 
~~ intend to follow your bu!inefs? No, replied fhe) 
' theq. (added he) give me leave to appoint you 
6 an equipage and attendants: ' I thank yon, 
c fir (anf wered fhe) when I am alone, I have none 
' to difl:urb my repofe; and had la large family 
' of domefiics, there would not fail of fame to in­
, commode me.' The king admired the fenfe and 
difcretion of a woman, who both thought and fpoke 
like a philofopher. But while he was preffing his 
mother-in law to go along with him, Lucina went 
and hid all the veffels of gold that we re in the 
beaufet, in the bottom of the chariot ; all which 

the 



P11.1NcEss FAIR-STAR St PRINCE CH!rn.v. 235 

the fairy turned into earthen ware, when fhe a!­

rived at court, and came to pmt them into her 

clof et. 
The king and queen embraced the prudent 

princefs with all tendernefs, and affured her fhe 

might command whatever Jay in their power; and 

leaving this rural abode, came to town, preceded 

oy trumpets, hautboys and kettle-drums. The 

creatures of the queen-mother ad'Vifed her to dif­

guife her refentment, lea:O: fhe fhould anger the 

king, and that might produce fatal confequenceg., 

She a pp roved thereof, con{hained herfelf and fhew­

ed a great friendfhip for thefe her two daughters.­

in-law, making them prefents of jewels, and com­

plimenting them. The fair queen and the prin­

cefs Diana, were united by a fl:ri& friendfhip ; 

but Lucina hated them mortally for their good 

fortune.• ' What (faid fbe to herfelf) mufi I, who 

' am the elder, and think myfelf a thoufand times 

' handfomer than either of them ; mufi I be only 

' the wife of an admiral, who perhaps loves me 

' not fa well as he ought ! and ihall they be, one a 

' queen and the other a princefs, and be adored 

' by their hu!bands ! Ye gods, it is intolerable !• 

And this envy to her fifiers made her enter into 

the queen mother's meafures; for every body 

knew that the tendernefs the {hewed her daughters­

in-law was all diffimulation, and that fhc only 

wanted an opportunity of doing them all imaginQ 

able rnifchief. 
The queen and the princefs both proved with 

child, and by ill fortune a war happened, which ob0 

liged the king to put himfelf at the head of his troopso 

The young queen and princefs, finding that they 

mun: be left, in the power of the queen-mother9 

defired they might return home to their own 

mother, which would be fame comfort to them, 

fol· the lofs of their dear fpoufes; bttt the king 
could 
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could not b'e brought to confent to it; he conjured 
his beloved Linda to fb y 2t her palace and af­
fured her his mother fh0tdd ufe her well. Ac­
cordingly he deGred her in thr-: moH: pre:fiing rnan-
11er, to love and take care of her daughter· in-law, 
telling her that therein fhe ·would oblige him mofl:: 
fenfibly; and that he hoped for mofl: ·beautiful 
children, and fhould ' long ,•.-ith the utrnofl: ex­
peclation to hear the news. This wicked queen, 
overjoyed that her fon fhould entrufi her with his 
wife, promifod him every thing he deGred, and 
atfured him he might be eafy upon that fcore. The 
king through his defire of a quick return, ha· 
zarded his troops in all rencounters; and his hap­
pinefs was, that by his rafhnefs he fucceeded; But 
before he could finifh the camp::iign, the queen was 
brought to bed, as was alfo the pri.ncefs her filler, 
~n the fame day, of a lovely boy ; but fhe died in 
the birth. Lucina's thou ghts were wholly em­
ployed how .llie might i riju re t he c1ueen: and when 
.ihe faw fuch charming children , and that fhe her­
felf had none, her r age increafed, and ilie refolved 
fool'I. to fpeak to the queen-mot her, foi- the.re was 
no time to Jofe. ' Madam (faid fhe) I am fo 
' cleeply touched with the hono~r your majefiy has 
« done me, by letting me £hare forne part of your 
4 efl:eem, that I willingly would do any thing, tho' 
' againft the interefi of my own family, to obey 
' you. I am not ignorant of the great dif pleafure 
' vou have conceived of the b afe marriaee of the 
41 king and prince; and here are ±ou; children 
11 born to per_petuate the crime: our mother is but 
11 a poor country woman, who had fcarcely a bit 
6 of bread to put fo her m outh, when fhe betook 
4 her to be a cook. Take my advice madam, 
' let us make a fricaffee of thefe young men, and 
4 put them out o the world, before they make you 
J bfo.fh.' Ah! how m14ch l love thee, my dear 

' Lucina 
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«- Lucina (faid the queen) for being fo equit<1bk, 
6 and partaking with me my jdl grief? l had 
' alre3dy determined to execute what you now 
' propofe, but then, the manner how perplexes me. 
' Never let that trouble you (replied Lt1cina; I 
' have a little bitch that has jufl puppied two little 
' dogs and a bitch, with fhrs on their foreheads. 
' and rings upon their necks: Vle mufi make the 
' queen believe that {he has been delivered of 
' thefe creatures, and make away with her threa 
' children, and that of the princefsdecea.fed.' The 
project was approved by the inhuman queen, who 
ordered Feintifa, one of her maids of honour, to 
fetch the welps, and drefs them in as fine linen 
and lace as the queen's children fhould be, and 
put them into the cradles; then fhe, foliowed by 
L 1-1cina, went and paid the queen a vifi_t: 'I am 
' come to wiih you joy (1aid fhe) for the heirs you 
c have brought forth to my fan; methinks (holding 
' up the welps) their heads will become a crown : 
' now I am not amazed at the promife you made 
6 my fon of bringing two fons and a daughter, 
' with fiars on their foreheads, and collars of 
' gold about their necks. Here take them, and 
' nurfe them yourfelf, for no woman, that I know 
' of, will ever give their breafts to them to fuck. 

The poor queen furprifed at the relation of 
this mi.sfortune, had like to have died away with 
grief; and when fhe perceivtd it was true, feeing 
the whole litter lie yt:lping upon the bed, cried 
mofl bitterly: then clapping her hands, faid. ' A­
• las, madam, add not reproaches to my afRiclion, 
' which of i tfelf is ahead y too great: had the 
' gods permitted me to die, rather than be the 
' mother of fuc·h monfiers, I fhould have thought 
' myfelf too happy, Alas! what will become of 
' me; the king will hate me as much as he lvved 
~ me before.' Here her Gghs and fobbings inter-

rupted 
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rupted her, and her fpeech failed her; when the 

queen-mother, continuing her reflections, had the 

pleafure of palling away three hours by her bed­

fide, and then went away. Her fifl:er, who pre­

tended to partake of her grief, told her fhe was not 

the fide that had had fuch m15fortunes; that £he· 
plainly faw it was a trick of the old fairy's, who 

had promi{ed fuch wonders: and that as it might 

be dangerous for her to fee the king, fhe advifed 

her to go home to her mother with her three welps, 

and believe herfelf the mother of then, The· old 

queen ordered Feintifa to take the four children 

and firangle them, and after that bury them care­

fully, that fhe might not be difcovered: but jufl: as 

{he was going to execute that fatal comrniffion, 

and had the cord about their necks, fhe looked 

forne time earnefily upon them, and feeing the 

flars in their foreheads, which fhe thinking might 

portend fornething extraordinary, £he durfr not lay 

criminal hands upon them, but put them in their 

cradle aboard a little boat, and with fame jewels 

committed them to the mercy of the feas. The 

boat was foon forced from the fhore by the wind, 

which at that time was very boifierous, and was 

got prefently out of figbt: the waves fwelled as 

high as mountains, the fun was darkened by thick 

clouds, and the air was rent by violent claps of 

thunder, attended with great lightnings, info­

much that Feintifa doubted not in the leafi but 

that the boat was cafi away, and thefe infants, 

perifhed ; at which fhe conceived no fmall joy, 

- {he having had all along a dread, lefi: fomething 

{hould happen in their favour. 
The king, whofe thoughts were always on his 

oear fpoufe, and the condition he left her in, ha­

ving concluded a truce for fame time returned 

with all fpeed home, and arrived about twelve 

!lours after her delivery. The queen mother met 
him. 
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him, and with a compofed air: full of grief, held 

him a long time in her arms, wetting his face 

with her tears, and feeming as if her farrows pre­

vented her fpeech. The king,_ all trembling, durfr 

not afk her what had happened, for he doubted 

not but it was fame very great misfortune. But: 

at la{l, fhe making as if lhe ufed fame great effort 

on herfelf, told him that his queen was brought to 

bed of three welps, which Feintifa immediately 

prefented to him; and Lucina, falling on her 

knees, begged of him not to put her fifier to 

death, but to fend her back to her mother; which 

fhe faid, fhe fh ould take as a great favour. The 

king was fo firuck and confounded, that he could 

hard1 y breathe, and looking on the we) ps, and 

obferving with furprife, the fiar on their fore­

heads, ann the white rings about their necks, he 

fell into a fwoon, and revolving a thoufand things 

in his imagination could not refolve on any, till 

the queen-mother preffed him fo much, that he 

pronounced his innocent queen's banifhment: who 

was th::it minute put into a litter with her welps, 

and fent to her mother's where ihe arrived al· 

mo.fl: dead. . 

But heaven looked with a more favourable .eye 

on the boat the three princes and the princefs 

were in: for the fairy who protecced them, rained 

milk in their mouths, and preferved them in this 

fudden and terrible fiorm : they floafed feven 

nights and days, and where met out at main fea 

by a corfair, the captain of which feeing the 

fiars on their foreheads, tho' at a great difiance, 

· thought the b oa t was full of jewels, which he 

found to be true in the end. But what touched 

him mofi: was the beauty of thefe four charming 

children, the defire of preferving ·which made him 

1urn back again to give them to his wife, who 

never had any, and was very defirous of them. 
She 
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:She for -heir part was frightened to fee him return 
.fo fo01:i, he ufed to fiay out a long time, but was 
overjoyed when he put 10 valuable a treafure into 
her ha nds. They both wondered at the {lar, the 

-chain of gold which could not be taken from off 
their necks, and the.fr fine hair; but what increaf­
ed. it thie more., was, when the good woman came 
to comb them there fell out diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, and pearls, :of feveral G.zes, fome where­
of were very large and booutiful. The hufband 
feeing this told his w-ife he was weary of the 
feas., and that if thofe children continued to be­
fl:ow foch treafures., he would go no more, but 
rnigh Ilay at home and live as well as the greateft 
capta ins, they had; at which refolution of her 
huiband, the wife whofe na~ was Corfina, was 

·.»verjoyed, and grew every day fonder of thefe 
r.:hildren. The princefs !he called Fair-Star; the 
elder brother Bright-Sun, the fecond fon Felix, and 
the princefs's fon Chery, who was much more beau­
tiful than the otbers, for all he had neither a flar 
nor chain, and was befi beloved by CorGua. She, 
as !he cornld not bring them all up herfelf, without 
the affifiance of a nurfe, deGred her hu.fband, who 
was a great lover of hunting, to take fame young 
fawns; which he, as they lived nigh a larr;e fo­
refi, did accordingly. CorGna, when fhe had them, 
expofed them to the wind, and tr.e hinds fmel­
ling theni, c<1me prrfently to fuckle them: when 
Corfina in their Head, put the children, with 
whom their milk agreed very well. Thus t,, ice 
every day there came four of them together to 
fuckle the princes and the J-irincefs. In this man­
ner they were brought up in their infancy : the 
corfair and his wife loved them fo paffionately, 
that they were all their care. He was a man who 
had been well educated; and being a corfair WdS 

more owing to his ill fortune, than any i nclina-
tion; 

6 
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tion ; he married Corfina from the fervice of a 
princefs, where her genius and manners had been 
happily cultivated: fhe knew how to Jive, and tho' 
it was in a kind of defert they then inhabited, 
where they fubfified upon what they got by rob­
bing on the feas, yet fhe had not forgot the ways 
and manners of the world: they were glad they 
were no longer obliged to be expofed to all the 
dangers of the feas, but were rich enough with· 
out; for every three days fhe combed out of -the 
hair of the princefs and her two brothers a great 
many confiderable jewels ; which Cor0.na fold at 
the ni~hefi town, aud bought them therewith all 
maaner of neceffaries. · 

After the fidl: years of their infancy, the cor• 
fair applied himfelf ferioufly to culti,·ate the na• 
tural parts, with which heaven had fo largely en· 
<lowed them. And i1e made no doubt, but that 
fame great myfleries were conce::ded in their birth , 
on his finding them as he did; therefore he re­
folved to m?,ke the gods an acknowledgement for 
this prefcnt, by his extraordinary care of their 
education: infomuch, that after having enlarged 
his houfe, he hired mailers to infhuct them in all 
manner of learning and qualific;1t ions, who were 
furprifed at the great genius of their pupils. 
The codair and 1:is wife never divulged this ad­
venture, but the children paffed fur their own, tl~o· 
in all their a~ions they plainly fhewed they ,yere 
of more illufhious blood. There was a flric1 u­
nity among them, and a natural pol it 1;efs; bu t 
the prince Chery's fentiments for the princefs 
Fair-Star, were morepaffion:ite than the 0ther two: 
for when fhe defired any thing, he was ever mofi: 
earn cft to obtain it, and was never from her. 
When f.he went a hunting, he would go too; but 
if fhe Ila yed at home . he never fai led of an excufe: 
2nd Bright-fun and Felix, her own brothers, always 

I\! fpoke 
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fpoke to her with lefs re.f pecc; all which paffed not 

uuobfen,ed by he,. -As they grew up, their mu· 

111::il tendernefs increafcd, and they lived with all 

\maginable pleafore and fatisfaclion. ' Dear bro· 

' ther, faid Fair·Star tg him one day) if my 
' wifhes could make you happy, you fhould be 

·' one of the greatefi m011archs U.f-iOn earth.'' Alas! 

·' GO.er (.replied he) envy me not the bJeffing I 

' enjoy, tn being nigh you: one moment of which 

' time I prefer to all the grandure you can wifh 

• me. If fhe faid t-.e fame thin::s to her other 

two brothers, they only thanked her-in a carelefo 

. manner, ..and faid no more. 
When {he was alone, fhe examined into the dif­

ference of loYe, and fot.ind her heart to be fomc­

wha t difpofed like theirs; for tho' Brigh t Sun and 

Felix were both dear to her, fbe could not wifh to 

live with them all her life; but for Chery, fhe 

was zill in te.irs at the ]{'.aft ~hought of his father's 

fending him to fea or into the army. It was thus 

love, difguifed under the fpecious name of an ex­

cellent nature, g1 afted itfelt into thefe young hearts. 

But from fourteen years of age, Fair-Star begun to 

reproach herfelf with not loving her brothers all 

alike, but jrnagined the 1,eafon proceeded from 

the cares and caieffes of Cbery, whom fhc fo1bid 

from endeavouring to endear hi1nfelf any more; 

telling him, that he had found out the way hut too 

agreeably, and had made too great a qifference 

be-tween them. He, overjoyed to hear her fpeak in 

this manner, infiead of abating his paffion, rather 

permitted it to inereafr , and every day evidenced 

fome new piece of gallantry. They knew not 

yet how far their rt ende1 nefs might proceed, and 

indeed not the nature of it; till one d;iy, forne new 

bods being brought to .fair-Star, the fide {he laid 

hr hand en, was a !1:ory of two young lovers, 

whofe paffion bcg,in when they thought themfrlves 
brother 
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brother and fifl:er, but being known by their pa­

rents were married together after a great many 

difficulties: and as Chery read with great jufinefs 0 

ar,d a fine accent, fhe defired him to read it tit 

her, while fhe made an end or a piece of lace• 

. which fhe intended to finifh. 
It was with 110 fmall concern that he read this 

adventu.re, efpecially when he faw fo naked 1. 

defcription of his own fentiments; and Fair-Star 

was no lefs furprifed, for it feemed as if the author 

had known all that paITed in her fo.ul: the more 

Chery read, the more he was affected; and fhe, 

tho' fhe endeavoured all fhe could, was not able 

to hinder the tears from gufhing out from her eyes. 

Chery, on hi., part, made ufelefs endeavours to 

conceal his trouble; he firfi tL1rned pale, and then 

red, and faltered in his f peech; and thus were they 

both in great agonie:;;, ' Ah! kfier ( cried h~; 

looking melancholy at her, and letting the book 

fall out of his hand) how happy was Hippolito, 

' that he was not brother to Julia?'' We fhall not 

' have the like fatisfa&ion (anfwered fhe) tho' we 

deferve it as much.' The words were no fooner 

out of her mouth, but fhe knew fhe had faid too 

ruuch, and became confufed; which was the only 

thing, if any there was, ~at could comfort the 

prince. From that time they both fell into a deep 

melancholy, without e:xplaining themfelves any 

farther, thougb both penetrated into what paffed 

in each other's foul; and both firove to conceal 

a [, cret from the world which they wonld have 

been glad to have been ignorant of thernfelves. 

But as it is natural for us to flatter ourfelves, ths 
princefs plea[ed herfeJf, that Chery had not a,. 

fiar nor chain of gold, &.c. 
One day the three princes being gone a hun• 

ting, Fair-Star went up into a little dark clofet, 

h1ch fhe loved to fit and thiak in, the which ~vas 
.. :l feparated. 
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feparated only by a thin partition from Corfina's 

chamber,where Che heard her (thinking Fair-Star was 

gone a walking) fay to the Corfair. 'It is now time 

' to think of marrying Fair-Star; if we knew who 

' fhe was, we fhould endeavour to marry her fui­

' table to . her rank: or if we fhould believa that 
0 thefe, who pafs for her btothers, were not fo, 
' we might beRow .her on one of them; for wl1ere 

d can we find one more deferving of her? \Vhen I 

' found them, 1faid the corfair) I faw nothing that 

' could inform me of their birth: but knew bv the 

• jewels that were fafiened to their cradles,' tha( 

cs they wne no mean perfons; .and what is more· 
11 fingular, you know they feemed all of an age, 

' and four are too many for one birth.' I fuf peel­

, ed fo (faid Corfina) that Chery is not -their bro­

, ther, for he has neither a fear nor collar.' 'That 
4 is true (replied the huiband) but jewels fall out 
6 of his hair as well as the others: yet after all the 

" riches we have amaffed together by them, I could 

• wifh to know, whofe they are.' 'That w.e muft 

ti leave to the gods (faid Corfina) who gave them us, 

c1 and when they {hall think fit, will let us know.' 

:Fair-Star lifrened attentively to their difcourfe, 

::md could not exprefs her joy, that fhe might hope 

:01e was born of illuftrious parents, tho' fhe had 

never failed any ways in ref peel to thofe fhe 

1:hou2:ht to be hers: and yet was not over well 

pleaf;d at her being a corfair's child. But what 

P.attered her imagination mof1:, was to think that 

Chery was not her brother ; which thought made 

I1er impatient to fee him, to tell him of this ex­

traordim.ry adventure. Hereupon fhe went and 

took horfe., and followed them by the found of the 

horn. Chery, as foon as he faw her, came to meet 

her before the other two. ' How agreeable a fur­
l prife is this, Fair-Star, (faid he) to fee you a 

e hunting, who are never to be drawn away from 
your 
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• mufic and other amufements ?' ' I have fo many 
• things to tell you (replied fhe) that I came to 
' feek you _ ~o talk in private with you.' ' Alas! 
' G.fler (faid he fighing) what is it you would have 
' with me to day,, for it isa long time fince you 
' have taken any notice of me?' At this fhe blufh­
ed, cafi down her eyes, and remained fometime 
thoughtful, without ever returning any anfwer. 
At lafi, when her two brothers came to them, fhe, 
like one awakened out of a lethargy, jumped from 
off her horfe, and went, followed by them, to a 
Ii ttle hi !lock, fu rrounded by {had y trees; where fhe 
faid to them, ' fit down here, I will tell you what 
' I have heard.' And accordingly {he told them 
word for word the corfair's and his wife's dif­
courfe, and that they were not their children. 
Nothing can be faid to ex pre fa the furprife 'of the 
three princes : they debated among themfelves 
,.,-hat they had befl do: one was for going without 
faying any thing; another was not for going at all ; 
and a third was for going and acquainting them 
with it. ·1 he firfi maintained his was the fureft 
way, bew ufe the advantage they made of them 
would induce them to keep them; the fecond faid, 
il was not proper to leave them, unlefs they bad 
fomewhere to go, VI here they might be well receiv• 
ed, for that he could not bear the thoughts of be· 
ing called wande rers: the third alledged the ingra 
titude of leaving them withou t their confent ; 
that it was foll y to fiay any longer with them in 
a defer t part of the world, where they c0uld never 
learn who the:y were, and th .H therefore the only 
way w;::s to tell them of their deGgn, and get 
their confent: this opinion a t Jafi prevailing, 
they all took horfe again, and returned home t,) 
the corfair. 

Chery's heart was flattered with all that hope 
can offer m0!l agre~a b!e to comfor t an afRicleJ 

M 3 bv r; 
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Jover; his love made him goefs at what was to 

come: he no longer1.)ooke<l upon himfelf as brother 

to Fair-Star, and his confhained paffion taking 

wing a little, permitted a thoufanc! ideas that 

charmed him. They addreffed themfelves to the 

corfair and his wife with a yjfible joy, and yet 

'lrnea:Gnefs in their faces: 'we come not (faid 
5 Bright-Sun) to deny the friendfbip, gratitude, 

~ and ref pec1 we owe you, though\\ e are informed 

~ how you found us on the fea, .ind that you arc 

• not o:.ir father nnd mother. The piety with 

' which you faved us, the noble education you 

• have given us, and the care and bounty you 
4 have (hewn, .1re fuch indifpenfable ties, that no­

• thiRg in this world can flee us from. VVe are 
1 come now to renew our fiucere thanks, and 

• tobegofyou to relate to usfo rareancvent,and 

' to advife us, that guided by your wife counfels, 

• we may have nothing to reproach omfelves with -

• al.' The corfair and his wife were very much 

furprifed, that a thing which they had concealed 

with fo much care, fhould be difcovered. ' You 

~ are too well informed (faid they) and we can no 

• longer hide from you, that you are not our 

d chi ldren, and that fortune alone put you into our 

' hands. \Ve have no knowledge of your binh, 

' but by the je1,., els that wei:e found in your cr:i• 
6 dies , guefs your parents to be people of qua~ 

• iity, or very rich. What can we advife you 

' mere? if yoll confult the friendfhip we have 

• for you, you will, without doubt, fiay here 

' with us, and com fort us in onr old .age by your 
4 prcfence. If you do not like this houfe or abode, 

' we will remove where you fhall think fit, provid­

• ed it be not to court, which a long experience 
9 has made us difrelifh; and will make you too, 

• H you knew but the continual trouble and care, 
the 
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e the difguifes and diffimulations, the envy and 

' fhife, and falfe happir.efs, and all the mifchiefs 

' attending there; I could tell you more, but that 

' you may t;1ink my counfd too rrtuch interefled, 

' which they really are not my dear children : we 

only ddire to detain you in this peaceable re-

6 treat: yet you are your own mafiers, to go when .,,. 

• you will. Cor;fider, now you are in the haven, 

1 and are going to fail in a boifierous fea; th•· 

4 trouble exceeds rhe pleafure: the c;Qurfe of 

' man's life is Iimited, .and often times is cut fhort 

6 by one half; the grandeurs of this world are like 

' falfe ftones; the mofi folid ha ppinefs is to know 

J how to · fet bounds to our deGres, to be wife 

4 and live in a perfect tra.nquillity. 

The corfair had not 111:ide an end of thefe bis 

:remonfirances fo foon, but that he was interrupted 

by prince Felix: ' we have too gr~at a deli re, dear 

father (faid he) to ma ke forne dircoveries of our 

births; to live buried here in a defert, the 

d morals you have laid down are excellent, and I. 

' wifh we were able to follow them; but I know 

.; nonivhat fatc:lity gnides us; let us fulfil our ne­

' fiiny, we will come aod fee you ag;;iin, and give 

d you an account of our adventures.' At thefc 

words tl,e corfair and his wife burft out in tears; 

the princes ve ry much relcntccl, and particubrl:-7 

F ::t ir-StH, who was of a fwcct difpoiiti on, and 

would never h3ve thou !:';ht of going away ha:! fhc 

but Chery to fray with her. After this refo lution, 

their theucrh ts were wh lly bent upon their eq 1i~ 

page and their embark::ttion ; for they hoped when 

at fea, to get fome light of what they 1,·anted to 

.know. They put four horfes aboard : and :ifter 

having combed their heads to give Corfina as many 

jewels as poffible they could, the ' d bred her in ex-_ 

chan ge to g ive th m the chain:; of diamond:, that 

!he found in their crad le; fhe went immediately 

l l 4 and 
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and fetched them out of her clofet, where fh.e kept 
them fafe, and tied them all upon Fair-Star, whom 
fhe embraced with all motherly a.ffeclion, wetting 
ner face with her tears. 

Never was ~my feparation more melancholy: 
- the corfair and his wife were ready to die with 
grief. But their farrows proceeded not from in­
terefi: they had already amaffed too much riches 
to defire any more. In fhort Bright-Sun, Felix, 
Chery and Fair-Star went aboard a veffel which 
the corfair had fitted out with ;:.rll magnificence, 
2nd fine pain tings, of the O:ories of Cleopatra and 

- Mark Anthony, and all the atter,danls on Venus. 
The courfe they fieered was to the fame degrees 
of latitude where the corfair fourid them, and pre­
pared a great facrifice for the gods and fairies to 
obtain their proteclion, and guide them to the 
place of their birth. They took a turtle dove, and 
were going to facri6ce it; but that the compaffion• 
ate princefs thoucrht it fo beautiful, that fhe faved 

_ its life, and let it Hy, faying, 'go thou pretty bird 
4 of Venus, if I fhould ever want thy affifi.ance re-
4 -member what I have done for thee: Away 
went the bird, and when the facrifice was over, 
there was heard fuch a charming concert of mufic, 
that all nature feemed to keep a profound filemce 
to lifieu to it; the .feas were calm, and the wind 
only breathed gentle zephyrs, which only difor­
dered the princefs's vail and hair: and a fyren a­
rofe out of the water and fung, while the prin­
cefs and her brothers admired her. After fame 
airs, fhe turned herfelf towards them, and faid, 
' be not uneaf y, let your veffrl drive before the 
' wind; and where it fiops, there difembark; and 
' ' let thofe who Jove, love fiill. 

F-air-Star and Chery were fenfible of an extraordi­
nary joy at thefe words of the fyren's; never dif­
puting but that they related to them; and by figns 

gave 



PuNCESS FAIR-STAR 8c. PRINCE CttER.Y. 249 

gave each other to underfiand as mur.h, without 
Bright Sun ·and Felix perceiving them in the lean. 
The fhip failed at th e: pleafure of the winds and 
fea ; they had nothing extraordinary happened in 
their voyage, and the weather was all the. time 
very fine, and the fea calm; they wtre full three 
months out at fea, during which time the amo­
rous prince had a great deal of converfation with 
his beloved princefs, and one day among others, 
faid to her; 'How flattering are my hopes charm• 
' ing Fair-Star! I am no longer your brother: 
' This heart, which again acknowledges your 
' power, and ever fhall, was never framed to be 
' guilty of fuch a crime ; for a crime it would be 
' to love you as I do, if you was my fifier: But 
' the charitable Syren has confirmed what I always 
6 fuf pecced.' 'Ah ! brother (replied £he) truft not 
' fo much to a thing which is yet fo dark, that we 
' cannot penetrate into it. What will become of 
' us, if we fhould irritate the gods againfi: us,~ by 
' fentiments that may not be pleafing to them r 
' The Syren h:i.s explained herfeH fo Jittle, that we 
' muft: be very fond of gueffing at riddles, to apply 
' what fhe faid to ourfelves.' • Ah, cruel maid 11 

' faid the affiicced prince, your refufal proceeds; 
' more from averfion to me, than ref pecl to the 
'gods.' Fair-Star made no reply, but raifing her 
eyes up to heaven, fetched a deep figh which he 
explained in his favour. 

The days were then very Jong and hot; towards 
the evening the princefs and her brothers went 
upon the deck, to fee the fun repofe himfelf in 
the breafi: of his beloved Thetis; and taking their 
infiruments, began a very agreeable concert. In 
the mean time, a frefh ga le of. wind arifiog, they 
fool'>. doubled a point, which concealed from 'their 
eye~ a beautiful city, the profpecl: of which ama­
zed and pleafcd our lovely youths fo much, that 

!\1 they 
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they wifhed their ve!fel might eBter the port; but 
doubted lefi there fhould not be ro@m, there being 
fa many in before them, that the mafis looked like 
a floating forefl. Their defires were accomplifhed; 
the fhores were prefently crouded to ·fee the mag­
nificence of the fhip, which was no ways inferior 
for beauty to that fent by the Argonauts to fetch 
the golden fleece. All that faw the flars on the 
princes, were filled with admiration; and fcme rau 
to inform the king of it, who as he could not be­
lieve it, and a5 the large terrafs belonging to his 
palace looked to the fea, he came prefently and 
faw the Princes Bright-Sun and Chery, taking the 
princefs ·n their arms, and carrying her afhore; 
and after that unfhipping their horfes, the richnefs 
of whofe accoutrements were aof werali>le to the refi. 
ThatBright-Sun was mounted on, was as black as 

jet: Felix's was grey, Chery's pure white, and the 
princefs's an elegant cream colour, which four horfc$ 
carried thernfelves fo handfomely, and curvetted 
fo fine, that the king very much admired them. 

The princes, hearing the peopl_e fay, there is th~ 
king, there is the king, lifting up their eyrs, be­
held in him an air of fo much rnajefiy, that they 
no longer difputed but it was true; and palling by 
liim, made him e:ich a low how, fixing their eyes 
on him all the time: while he looking no lefs ear­
nefily upon them, was charmed with the incompa­
rable beauty of the princefs, and the good mein of 
the three princes. He fent the fi1 ft gentleman of 
his bed chamber to offer them his protection, and 
whatever ,they fhould want, they being perfecl:· 
:fha ngers. Th~y accepted of the honour the King 
did them, with a great deal of refpect and ac­
knowledgment, and told them that they only want­
td an houfe where they might live private; and that 
they fhould be glad if they could be two or three 
>niles from the c.ity, becaufe they to0k great d -

light 
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fo1 ht in walking. He accordingly did as th~y de­

fi;ed, and lodged them and their train commodi· 

cu1y. The king, whofe thoughts were fol[ of what 

he had feen, , went immedi a tely into the queen ­

roother':a apartment, and t old her what he had 

loeen fe eing, .and how much he admired the youths 

and the young lady. At th is news fh e fiood as it 

were thunder-fhuck ; but recovering herfeJf, afked 

in a carelefs manner, of wha t age they might be, 

and he anfwer ing about fifteen or Gxteen , her un• 

caGnefs increafed: a nd fhe apprehended with fear 

that Feintifa had betrayed her ; wh ile the king walk­

ed about the room jn fame paffion and concern, 

often faying, 'How · happy muft that fa ther be, 

' who is biefi ·with fuc h an offspr ing ! and how 
6 mi[erable am I to be a king, and father to three 

' whelps 9 ,and have no heirs to my crown: 

The old queen he:i.rd thefe words wi t•h .i deadly 

dread; the flars and the nearnefs of their age, 
with the princes and their fifte r , gave her great 

fofp icions that Feintifa, inl1:ead of making away 

with the king's children, harl preferved them. But 

as fhe · was a ,VfJman who had a great command 

over herfelf, fhe difcovered not in the leafl what 

agitated her foui; and would not fend that day to 

inforrp. herfelf of ,Yhat fhe defired fo much to know; 

but the next day fent her fecrelary, under pretext 

of giving fome orders for their ente1 tainrnent, to 

ex;:unine and in4uire into wha t was foneceffary to 

her repofe. The fecretary went early the next 

morning, and arrived jufi: as the princefs was fet 

down to her toilet, and was combing her hair, 

which hung down in fine ring lets below her wain:, 

which was hung round with bafkets to catch the 

j wels [be comb~d out: her fiar fhined fo bright 

that it dazzled him, a nd the chain of gJJd abou t 

her neck fee med no lefs extraordinarv L1an the dia­

monds, &c. rnWng down from the toi1 of her he,d. 
:M 6 Th~ 
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The fecretary could hardly believe his eyes; when 
the princefs making choice of a large pearl, fuch as 
the king of Spain efieemed fo much by the name of 
Peregrina, or the pilgrim, as it came from a tra · 
veller, fhe defired him to accept of it, that there­
by he might-remember her. He, confounded by fo 
much liberality, took his lea·ve of her, and went 
to pay his ref peels to the three princes, with whom 
he fiayed fome time, to iDform himfelf of what his 
mifirefs defi.red fo much to know ; and after that 
returned back to the queen, with an account that 
confirmed what fhe fo much feared. He told her 
Chery had no fi:ar,. but that diamonds, &.c. fell out 
of his hair; and that in his opinion he was the 
handfomefi; that they were come a greet way off= 
~nd that their father and mother had prefixed a 
time for them to finifh their travels in. 

This article put the queen a little to a fiand, 
and fhe imagined fometimes that they \\·ere not the 
king's children. Thus fhe wavered between hope 
·and fear; when the king hunting one clay by their 
houfe, the gentlemen of his bed-chamber told him 
a s they paft by, that it was there the princefs and 
ber brothers lived. 'The queen has advifed me, 
' (replied the king) not to fee them, fearing left 
11 they may have come from fome place where the 
11 plague rages, and may bring fome infection wi.th 
4 them.' 'Indeed (replied the gentlemen) it is 
6 very dangerous; but I believe there is more to be· 
" feared from the eyes of this young Stranger, than 
" any infection of the air.' ' I am of your opin­
fon,' (faid the king) 3nd fpurrin; his horfe went 
forward; when prefently hearing a found uf in­
firuments, he £lopped at the hall windows, which 
were opened; and after having admired the fo·eet­
nefs of this fym phon-y,. went on. The noife the 
horfes made, engaged the princes to look out ; 
who, when they faw the king, faluted him very 

ref peel·. 
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tef pecl:fully, and made all hafie to come out; then 

~ccofiing him with a gay countenance and much 

fubrniffion, they embraced his knees, and the 

princefs kiffed his hand. The king careffed them 

with a pleafing fatisfacl:ion, and found his heart 

fo touched, that he could not guefs at the caufe. 

He bid them not fail of corning to court, .telling 

them he fhould be very glad to fee them there, and 

that he would pref en t them to his inother. · They 

thanked him for the honour he did them, and af­

fured him, that as foon as their dothes and eqi.• 

pages were got ready, they would make their ap· 

pearance there. After this the king left them to 

purfue his game, and fent them one half of what 

he killed, and carried the other with him to the 

queen his mother; who faid to him, ' How comes 

• this about? you ufed to kill three times as much 

'as this.' • JP.deed (replied the king) I have re­

, galed the benitiful {hangers with iume; and I 

' have fo 11:rong a fancy for them, that were you 

'not fo much afr:1id of fome contagion, I would 

' lodge them in the palace: 

The old queen very much vexed, accufed him of 

want of ref peel to her, and reproached him for ex• 

pofing himfolf fo ra!r.ly; and when he was gone, 

fent for Feintifa into her clofet, .i.nd catching hold 

of her hair ,,·ith one hand, and clapping a poi­

nard to her throat with the other, faid, • I know 

' not, bafe wretch, what remains of kindnefs hin­

, ders my facrificing thee to my ju:fi refrntrnent; 

• thou hail betrayed me, and ha.ft not killed the 

'four children I put in thy hands for that purpofe: 

' Own thy crime, and perhaps I may forgive 

6 thee.' Feintifa, half dead with fear, ca.ft herfelf 

at her feet and told her all fhe had done; that 

fhe thought it impofiible that they fhould be alive, 

becaufe there arofe juil then fuch a terrible tern· 

pefi, that in all probability they mufi be cafi a-
way; 
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way; adding, that iffhe woulcl but give her time, 
fue woul<l fo1d out a way to defiroy them one 
after another, without the leafi: fufpicion. The 
queen, whom nothing but the prori1ife of their 
death could appeafe, bid her to lofe no time; and 
indF.ed Feintifa, who faw her life in great danger, 
neglecled nothing that lay in her power : She 
wa.tched the time when the princes were gone out 
a hupting, and carrying a guitar under her arm, 
went and fet over againfi the prince~·s w.indowi> 

. and funb thefe words. 

Happy they, the ufe who know 
Of bleffings the kind gods beftow; 

Beauty fades, 
Age invades, 

And blights the fairefl flower. ; 
Too grnat's the grief, 
When pafl relief, 

And charms have loft their p~wer; 
Then to om co!1, 
We find we've lofl, 

And mifs'd the lucky hrur. 

Fair ones beware, your charms jmprove, 
While in your bloom, and fit for love ; 

Beauty fades, 
Age invades, 

And blights the fairefi: flower; 
Too great's the grief, 
\l\Then pafi relief, 

And charms have loH their power: 
Then to your co.ft, 
You'll find you've lofi, 

And mifs'd the lucky hour. 

Fair-Star liking the words, came into her bal· 
«my to fee who the perfon was that fung them, an~ 

Fcintifa 
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Feintifa appearing in a drefs fuitable to her defign, 

made her a very low courtefy. The princefs, as 

{he was gay, returning the fa lute, afked her if 

thofe words were made upon herfelf. ' Yes, charm­

, ing lady, they were (replied Feintifa) but that 

' they may never be applied to you, I am come 

' to give you fame good advice, which you ought 

' not to neglect.' 'What is that (faid Fair-Star) 

'Let me come into your chamber, and I will tell 

' you (replied the other) Come up then, (faid the 

princefs) And immediately thereupon, the old 

woman rofe up, and came i-nto her chamber, with 

a courtly air, which when once attained, is not 

cafily laid afide. ' Dear lady (faid fhe, without 

' loiing any time, for fhe was afraid of being in° 

' terrupted) heaven has formed you charming and 

'lovely, you are adorned with a bright fiar upon 

' your forehead, and feveral wonders are reported 

' of you: but you want one thing that is effenti­

, ally neceffary; and if you hive it not, I pity 

' you.' ' And what is. that (replied fhe) 'the 

• dancing water (added the wicked Feintifa) if I 

' had had it in my youth, you ihoulcl not have 

' feen a grey hair in my head, n or a wrinkle in 

' my brow. I fhould have h::id now the mofi charm-

• ing fet of white teeth: but alas! it was too la te 

• when I knew this fecret; my charms were de 0 

' cayed before. Profit by my misfortune, dear 

' child, it will be~fome comfort to me; for I have 

• a tendernefs for you.' ' But where fhall I g(t 

' this dancing-w a ter (replied Fair-Star.) In the 

' Burning Forefl: (faid Feintifa.) You have three 

' brothers, do none of them love you well enough 

' to go and fetch it for you? ' My bn.>thers ( faid 

' the princefs) love me tenderly; and 1 am fu re 

' there is one of them will refufe me nothing: and 

• I will certainly, if this water does what you fay, 

' give you a recompenfe fuitable co you, deferts.' 
The 
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The perfidious Feintifa retired in hafie, overjoyed 
that fhe had fucceeded fo well, telling Fair-Star, 
fhe would be fore to come and fee her again. 

,vhen the princes came from hunting, one 
brought a boar, another a hare, and the third a 
flag, and laid them at their fifrer's feet; which 
homage fhe looked upon with difdain : Her 
thoughts were fo much empioyed on the advice 
Feintifa had given, that fhe feemed uneaf y; and 
Chery, whore whole fiudy was to obferve her hu-

-rnour and motions, was not long before he obferv­
ed it. 'What is the matter, mydearStar(faid he) 
'perhaps you like not the country where we are; if 
'fo we will go away immediately; perhaps you 
' are not pleafed with our equipage, it is not fine 
' enough: f peak, and tell me, that I may have the 
' pleafure of obeying you fi rf1:.' ' The confidence 
' which you give me (faid fhe) to tell you what 
' paffes in my mind, engages me to declare to you, 
'that I cannot live without the dancing water 
'which is in the burning-foreft; had I that, I 
' need not fear any thing from the power of 
' time.' Trouble not yourfelf, my lovely Star 
6 (added he) I will P-O and fetch it you, or let you 
a know by my death, that it is impoffible to have 
' it.' 'No (faid fhe) I would rather renounce all 
' advantages of beauty, and be horribly frightful 
'than hazard a life fo dear. I conjure you never 
' to think any more of this water; and, if I have 
' any power over you, 1 forbid you.' The prince 
feemed to obey, but as foon as he fa w her engaged 
and bufy, he mounted his white horfe, and furnifh­
ed his pockets plentifully with money; and for 
jewels his head fupplied him fufficientiy. He took 
no attendants with him, that he mi ght be more 
at his own liberty : and that if any dangerous ad­
venture prefented, he might not be troubled with 
tho remonftrances of an over•zealous and timorous 
fe.rvant~ 

\Vhen 
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\Vhen fupper-time came1 and the princefs faw 

uot her brother Chery, fhe was fa much troubled 

that {he could neither e3t nor drink, but ordered 

the fervan ts to fearch every where f Jr him. The 

other t~vo princes, who knew nothing of the clan• 

cing-water, told her fhe was too uneafy, and that 

he could not be far off: that fhe knew he loved re­

tirement fo metimes, to indulge his thoughts, and 

that wi thout doubt, he was amufing himfelf in a 

little wood that was hard by. This made her eaf y 

for fa me t im e, but then again fhe lofi all patience, 

2nd told her brothers crying, that fhe was the 

caufe of his abfence, by expreffing a defire to 

have forne of the dancing-water in the burning 

forefl , and that without doubt he was gone thither. 

At this news, they refolved to fend after him, and 

ihe charged the rne!fenge rs to tell him, that fhe 

conjured him to come back. In the mean time, 

Feintifa, who was not without her f pies to know 

the e:ffeds of ber advice, when fhe learnt that 

Chery was gone, was overjoyed: not doubting in 

the leafi, but he would m ake more hafie than thofe 

that followed him, and tha t fome mifchief would 

befal him. Big with thefe hopes, fhe ran to the 

queen mother, to give her an account of all that 

had pafi; telling her that fhe no longer difputed~ 

but that they we re the three princes and their fif­

ter, iince they had fiars on their foreheads, and 

~ golden chains about their necks, and that fiie had 

feen the princefs dre!fed in the fame diamonds !he 

put into her cradle, though they were not n igh 

fo valuable as fame that dropped out of her Hair; 

infomuch that fhe was a!fured of their being re­

turned, notwithfi:anding the care fhe thought fhe 

had taken to prevent it. ' But, madam (faid fhe) 

' as the only means left me to repair this fault 

' of mine, is to rid you of them, give me but time, 

! and I will effeccually do i.t : there's one of the 
~ princei 
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e Princes gone already to fetch the dancing-water, 
' who undoubtedly will perifh in the attempt; and 
' I fhall form fchemes enough for the reft.' ' We 
' fhall fee (faid the Queen) whither the fuccefs an-
4 fwers your expeccation, which is the only thing 
• that fhall fkreen you from my jufl rage.' Upon 
this Feintifa retired, not a littl.e alarmed, devi­
fing with h'.:rfelf how to profecute her undertak-
ing. · 

The contrivance of the prince Chery's deftruc­
tion was 0ne of the moft certain, for the dancing­
water was not eafily to be got; the reports of the 
rnisfortun<"s that attended all thofe who ·had gone 
fer it, had made the way known almoft to every 
body. The prince never f pa red his white nag, 
who went at art incredible f wift nefs, fo willing was ·, 
he to return foon to Fair Star, to g ive her all the 
fatisfaccion ibecould promife h. feJf fron his jour­
ney. Jfe was eight days and nigh ts wit hout tak­
ing any repofe, but what he got u nder a tree in 
a wood or forefl:, while his horfe was grazing; 
and lived on what fruits he found on the trees. 
The ninth day he found himfe1fve1y much incom­
moded by the exceffive hea t of th e air, and not 
knowing what caufe to attribute it to, iince he was 
certain it was not the fun, when he. ea incd t hli 
top of the hill, he perceived the burn ing foreft -; 
where the trees were alwa ys in flames, without 
ever confuming; which caH: fuch a heat, that al l 
t he country about was a dry defart. 1n this fo­
refi:, the prince heard the hifiing of adders, and 
t he roaring of lions, which very m uch amazed 
l1im; who could oat b~1ieve that any thing but a 
falamander could live in a kind of furnace. Afte r 
having confidered on fo dread ful a thing, and 
thou1;ht on what was to be done, he gave himfelf 
u p f Jr lofi:; whe n gomg nearer to this great fire, 
an b .ing ready to die ,,1,, ith thirfi, finding a fo~n-

tam, 



' • 

F~1Nttss FAIR-STAR & P1uNc! Cm:iv. 25~ · 

tain, he 3 Jighted from off his horfe, a:nd floo'ping 

to take up fome water into a golden ve:ffel he 

brought with him, to carry that the princefs de­

fired i-n, he perceived a dove drowning, and tak­

ing pity on it, faved it; and after having held it 

fome time by the heels, and wiped its wet fra· 

thers, put it in his bofom, where the poor turtle 

recovered. 'Prince Chery (fai d it,.. in a foft tender 

s voice) you never could have obliged any crea­

, ture more full of acknowledgment than myfelf; 

' This is not the firfl time I have received mofi 

« fig-nal favours from your family: I am glad that. 

0 I now can in return, be ferviceable to you;,. 
4 Think not that I am ignorant of your journeyt­

, which you have too railily undertaken, fince it i~ 

' almofi impoffible to tel1 how many have perifhed 

G here. The dancing-water is the eighth won­

, der of the world; it beautifies ladies, make~ 

' them young again, and enriches t11em; but if l 

' am not your guide, you can never get to it:. 

' the fource of the water falls with fo great an 

' impetuofity into ;,i. eep abyfs: in the road is 

• a blockade of trees, laid fo .clofe, and fo en tan~ 

4 gled by their branches and briars, that I fee no 

a way but to go un der ground, Refr yourfelf ~ere, 

& and be not uneaf yj I will go and take proper 

a meafures about it.' 
Then the dove left him, flying backwards and 

forwards, arrd taking feveral flights about; and toq 

wards the clofe of the day, came ;md told the 

prince all was ready: who took the loving bird iti. 

his hand, killing it, cardfid it, and ·thaokcd it; 

and after that follo ;ed it upon his white horfe. 

They had not gone many hundred yards, before 

the prince frein a great number of foxes, badgers9 

moles, and other creatures that burr0w ; and 

wondering how they came to be fo affembled toge­

theri the turtle told hiri.i it was by her means, and 
that, 
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that they came to work for his fervicc. Che.ry, 
· when he came to the mouth of the vault, pulled 

the bridle off his horfe's head, and tied it to the 
faddle, and turned him ioofe; and then followed 
the turtle, who conducted him to the- fountain, 
the falling of whofe water made fuch a noife, as 
would have deafened him, had not the turtle given 
him two of her white feathers. He was firangely 
furprifed to fee the water dance with fo much 
jufi.nefs to the warblings of forne birds , who flyin g 
in the air, formed a band of muG.c. He filled 
his veffel of gold, pulled two Learty draughts, 
which made him a thoufand times more beautiful 
than he was before, and :-efrefhed him fo much, 
that he was able to bear the heat of the foreft. 
He returned the fame way he came, and finding 
his horfe again at the c:1ve;-;:i's mouth, mounted 
him, and taking the dove in his hand, {aid, 
' Loving turtle, I know not by wh:i t prodigy you 
• have fo much power here? what you have done 
• for me demands all my gratitude? and as Li• 
• berty is the greatefi of all bleffings , I give you 
• yours, to {hew fome token of my good-will.' 
As he faid thefe words, he let her go ; fhe flew 
away with as fullen an air as if he had kept her 
againfi her will. Upon which he faid to himf"elf, 
' How fickle art thou ! thou haft: more of a man 
' than a turtle in thee; the one is inconltant the 
• other not.' To this the turtle mounting high in 
the air, fa.id, 'And do you know who I am!' 

Chery, amazed that the turtle fhould anfwer 
thus to his thoughts, fuf peA:ed her to be fomething 
very extraordinary, and was forry he had let her 
fly, faying to himfdf, that fhe might be very ufe­
ful to him, and he might have learnt of her feveral 
things, that might have contributed very much to 
his repofe. But then again, he confidered with 
himfelf that he ought never to regret a ood 

aclion, 
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i&ioJ;J, and that he was indebted to her, when he 
thought on the difficulties lht had fmoothed out 
for him to get the Dancing-w::iter. His golden 
,,effel or bottle, in which he put it, was fa clofe 
flopped up, he could not f pill one drop, nor the 
fpirit of the water evaporate; fa that all the way 
he entertained himfelf with the dwughts, how. 
agreeably he lhou1d pleafe his Fair-Star, and the 
joy lhe would receive, to fee the water and him 
again: when preiently he ef pied feveral men on 
horfeback, gallopping at full fpeed, who no fooner 
perceived him, but they gave a helloo, and point­
ed at him. Though his intrepid foul was fo void 
offear, as not to be alarmed at any danger, yet was 
he vexed to think he {hould be flopped; he f pti'rred 
on his horfe, and made boldly towards them: but 
how agreeable was his furprife, to find them to be 
his domeflics, with a letter from the princefs, 
charging him not to expofe himfelf to the dangers 
of the burning forefi ! he kiffed the writing, figh'd 
fever::il times, and made all poilible hafie to eafe 
her cf her fears. 

When he came home, he found her fitting under 
f.ome trees, abandoned to her grief; but when 
the faw him at her feet, ihe knew not what recep­
tion to give him; lhe could both chide him for 
going contrary to her orders, and thank him for 
his prefent : at laft her tendernefs prevailing, lhe 
embraced her dear b;-other, and received him witn 
all poffible demonfhations of joy. The rei1lefs 
Feintifa knew by her fpies, that Chery was returned, 
and more beautiful than when he went, and that 
the princefs, by walhing her face with the dancing­
water, was become exceffive beautiful, that no 

bod , could behold her wi thou c admiration. She 
was w~ry much amazed and vexed, for lhe made 
account that the prince would perifh in the at­

tempt: bu.t recollecling, this was po time to de-
f pond. 
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fpond, but feeking an opportunity, when the prin, 
cefs went to the temple of .Diana unaccornpanied 9 

lhe accofled her w_ith an air of friendfhip, and 

fa1id, ' I congratulate you madam, on the happy 

' fuccefs uf my advife, your looks difcover too 

' _plainly that you have ufed the dabcing-water; 

' but, if I durfl advife you once more, you fhould . 

' think of getting the finging-appl@, which is c:1s 

' great an embellifhment to the wit: would you 

• perfuade, it is but fmelling; would you appear 

"' in public, make verfes, write profe, make pea~ 

e pie to laugh or cry, it has all thefe virtues; a1/i 
' befides, fings fo fine 1 that itravifhes all that'hear 
11 it.' ' I will have none of it (cried the Princefs) 

e my brother had liked to have lofr his life, in 

e fotching the dancing-water, your counfel is too 

' dangerous.' ' What! madam (replied Feintifa) 

' would you not be the mofr learned and witty !a­

l(! dy in the world? furely you do not think fo: 
i Alas ! faid Fair-Star, wh,1t would have become of 

' me, if my brother had been brought back dead!' 

' Then let him go no more (faid the old woman) 

ts let the other two oblige you in their turns ; this 

• enterprize is not fo dangerous.' ' No matter 

' for that (faid the princefs) I will not~xpofe them 

,i to it.' ' How much I pity you (replied Feintifa) 

e to let fo ad;;antageous an opportunity flip you; 

" but confider upon it: farewell, madam.' And 

then left her, very much unfatisfied with the fuc• 

cefs of her harrangue. .Fair-Star flayed at the feet 

of Dia1:ia's ftatue, confidering what to dp: fhe loved 

her brothers, but fo earncftly defired the finging­

apple, that fhe fighed and fell a crying. Bright ... 

Sun coming into tbe temp1e, and feeing the prin­

cefs's faae covered with her veil, becaufe fhe was 

afharned to be feen weeping: but he gueffing 

fue was in tears, and coming 9p to her, conjured 

her inftantly to teU him why {he cried. But fha 
~ ref ufed, 
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refufed, telling bim fhe could not for {hame; and 
the more ilie dtnied, the m ore earnerl: he was to 
koow. At !aft fhe faid, tbat the fame old woman 

that advifed ber to fend for-the dancing-water, had 
been telling her of the finging-app!P,_ which was 
more wonderful; bec-1ufe it created as much wit 

as to make a perfon .poffeffed of it a perfecl pro· 
digy, and that fhe would almofl: give her life for 
.fuch ap apple, but that fhe feared there v.:as too 
much danger in going for it.' ' You need not be -
' afraid of me (replied 1he brother) I affure you 9 

' for I am not fo fond as t.bat comes to: \'.'hat have 
' you not ·wit enough already~ come, come, do 

' not vex yoiufelf a_bout fuch a foolifh fiery.' 
Fair-Star followed him from thence home, not a 

little melancholy at the ma.nner of his receiving 

the confidence fhe rnpofed in hirn, and the impof­

fibility of her having the finging-apple. \Vhen 
fupper was fat on the table, fhe could not eat: 
Chery, the lovely Chery obferved it, and helped her 
to the nicef1: bi ts, preffi ng her to ta fie , hereof: but 

all he could fay proved uf elefs, the tears came in 

her eyes, and fhe rofe from the table. 0 hea­
vens! how uneaf y was Chery, ignorant of what was 

the caufe? when Bright-Sun told hi.m, in a fort of 

railL ry, difobliging enough to his fifier, who was 
fo much piqued thereat that fhe retired to her 
chamber, ·and would fee nobody all the night. 

"\Vhen Bright-Sun and Felix were in bed, Chery 

mounted his white nag again, and without faying 
any thing to any one, he fet out on his journey 

for the finging-apple, though he knew not one 
foot of the way, leaving a letter behind him, to 

be given to Fair-Star the next morning; who when 

!be received it, felt all the difquiet and tormrnts 

co~ceivable upon fuch an cccafion. She ran jnto 
her brother's chamber, to let them partake fome·. 

what of her grief; who -prefently fent after him 
agai:n, 
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again, to oblige him to return, without attempt• 
ing an adventure wherein there was fo much ha• 
zard. All thi:. time the kin~, who never had 
thefe four !hangers out of his thoughts, <1s often 
as he went a hunting called upon them, and re• 
proached them for not coming to his court. They 
cxcufed themfelves, firfi, that they had not com­
pleated their equipage; and then that their bro­
ther was abfent ; affuring him, that upon his re­
turn, they, after the leave he gave them, weuld pay 
their mofi: humble ref piecls to him. 

The prince Chery, who was-too much urged on 
by his paffion, not to make all poffible hafie, fame 
time after day break, found a handfome young man 
fet under a iliady tree, reading a book he held 
.in his hand; to whom he addre!Ted himfelf in a 
civil manner, and faid, ' Give me leave to inter .. 
' rupt y6u, to afk if you know where I may find 
' the finging-apple.' The young man looking 
up, and f mi ling, afked him 'If he intended to obtain 
• it.' 'Yes (repli ed the prince) if it ·is poffiblel will.' 
' Ah, fir (added the {hanger) you know not all 
' the dangers : here is a book that f peaks of them, 
' and the very reading of it is enough to make one 
• tremble.' ' No matter for that (faid Chery) the 
' danger is not capable of difmaying me; tell me 
'only where I may find it.' 'This book (conti· 
• nned the man) fays in the dcferts of Lybia; that 
' we may hear it fing eight leagues off; and that 
• the dragon which guards it, has already de­
, voured above five hundred thoufand people.' 'I 
• !hall make one more,' (faid the prince f roiling) 
and then · taking his leave, fet forward for the 
deferts of Lybia. i\fter feveral days journey, he 
lifiened if he could hear the apple, affiicling him­
felf with the length of the way; when perceiving 
in the road a turtle almofi dead, and feeing no 
one nigh that could have wounded it, he believed 

that 
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that it might belong to Venus; and that having· 
efca ped her court, the little archer to try his bovr 
and arrows, had let fly at her: and taking pity oa 
it, alighted off his horfe, tw)ok it up and wiped its 
bloody feathers, took out of his pocket a little 
golden box of admirable oint_!.llent, and no fooner 
21pplied it to the wound of the poor dove, but it 
opened its eyes, raifed its head, firetched out one 
of its wings, and then looking at the prince faid 
(good-morrow, Chery, you are defiined to fave my 
t life, and I m.i.y perhaps do you no lefs fignal fer­
' vic€s. You are come for the finging-a pple, the 
' enterprize is difficult, and worthy of you; for 
' it is guarded by a terrible dragon_, with three heads 
' and twelve feet.' ' Ah, my dear dove, (faid the 
' prince) h@w 0verjoyed am I to fee you again, anc1 
' at a tim.e when your affifi:ance i.s fo neceffary. 
' Do not deny it me, my pretty creature, for I 
' fhould die with grief, if I fhould return without 
'the finging apple; and fince that I got the danc­
' · ing water by thy means, I hope you will 
' find out fame expedient whereby I may fuc­
' ceed as well in this undertaking.' ' Follow me 
' (anfwered the dove) and I hope all will b• 
6 well.' 

The prince let her go ; and after following her 
all the day, arrived at a great mountain of fand, 
into which the dove told J.iim he muft dig; which 
he accordingly did, fornetimes with his hand, and 
fometimes with his f word. After fome hours hard 
working, he found a head-piece, breafi-plate, and 
in fhort, a compleat fuit of armour for man and 
horfe, all of glafs. ' Arm yourfelf (faid the 
' dove) and fear not the dragon; for when he 
' fhall fee himfelf in all thefe glaffes, he will be 
' fo frightened, thinking his own refemblance, in 
'fo many mirrors, to be as many mo nfiers as 
' himfelf, that he will run away.' Chery a rprov. 

N mg 
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i11g this contrivance arnid himfelf, and U1king 
the dove in his hand, they tr:;ivt

0

!led all that night, 
and at day break heard a moft ravifhing mel,Jdy; 
.ind the prince afking what it was, the dove told 
) itn, fh.:: was perfuaded that noLhirrg but the fing­
in;-apple could be fo agre{a~!e, for that it per­
formed all forts of mufic, and fcerned as if all 
mJ.nncr of in!huments were played upon, which 
made them fiill keep advancing towards it. The 
prince wifhed to bimfelf, it might fing fomething 
that might be adapted to the Gtuation of his hr.a1 t, 
;rnd at that very inflant heard thefe words: 

'Tis love can conquer the rnoft rebel heart, 
Be amorous fiill, and from her never part; 
And fince you _follow beauty's cruelty, 
LoYe on, .purfoe, and you will happy be. 

•Ah! cr,ied he i.n anfwer to thefe verfcs) how 
t -,charming is this prediction! I may hrpe then to 
' be rnJre !-11ppy/ To which the dovr made no 
rep'y, for Ihe never fpi Jke any thing but what was 
ablL>luce}y neceffa ry. The fa 1 ther they adva need, 
the more charming the mufic feemed; and whatever 
dread the prince might be in, he was fometimes fo 
ravifhed, that he flopped, alrnoft: infenfrble of any 
thing elL: but the fight of the dr;:igon, who 3p­
peared fud.lenly, foon recovered him out of this 
kind.of le thargy. He had fmelt the prince a great 
way off, and expected to devour him, as he kd 
done il ll the re ft. He come jumping along, co­
vering the ground as he come wi h a pJifonous 
fruth. Out of his infernal throat there iflued· 
fi re .rnd little dragons, which he ufed inflead of 
da rts, to throw into the eyes :and ears of all the 
L1 ights-e1rant that came to fetch away the fing­
ing apple. But when he f~\,.. his own terrible Fi­
gure, multiplied a thoufand times in the prince's 

1;laf., 
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glafs armour, he fiopped; and looking hard upon 

him, bearing fo many no lefs horrible monfiers than 

himfelf about h•im, was frightened, and ran away. 

Chery perceivi11g the happy fuccefs of his armour. 

purfued him to the mouth of a deep caver~1, which 

he clofed up, to prevent his returning again. After 

that fearching about, he ' difcoven:d, with admira­

tion, the beautiful tree which was all amber, ex­

cept the apples, which were t opazes; qut that 

which he fought after with fo much pa ins, and 

great danger, was a ruby crowned with a dia­

mond. The prince tranfpe>rted with the joy at 

having it in his poweT to b efiow fo great a trea­

fure on his bde-ve.d Fair-Star, made hafi to break 

off the bougfi; and proud of his good fortune, 

mounteci his horfe again, but faw no m ore of the 

dove, who, when there was no further need of her 

affifiance, W::ls fl.own away. In fh ort , the prince 

returned to his princefs with his prize, who had ne­

ver enjoyed one moment's repofe fince hi.s ab· 

fence: She continually reproach ed herfelf for her 

ambition of wit, dreading Chery's death far more 

than her own: ' Ah! unhappy wretch that I am. 

' would fhe often cry, fetchin[; deep and heavy 

' fighs) why was I fo vain glorious? \ /\Thy could 

' not I be content to fpeak, and do thin gs well 

' enough no t to be impertinent; Well, I am pu­

' nin'led for my pride, if I lofe him I fo dea rly 

' loved. Alas! perhaps the gods dif plea[ed with 

' the irrefifilefs paffion I have for Chery, will de· 

' prive me of him by fome tragical end.' No af· 

flicti!1g tormenting thought efcaped her imagi• 

nation, when in the middle of the night, fhc heard 

fuch ravifhing mufic, that fhe could not lie in bed, 

but got up, and went to the window to heu it 

more plainly, not knowing what to think of it: 

Sometimes fhe believed it to be Apollo and the mu·~ 

fes ; fometimes Venus, the graces and loves ; and 

N 2 all 
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,ill the-time the f ymphony fee med to come nigher. 
At lafl:, it beiflg moon li·ght, fhe difcovered the: 
prince; upon which fhe retired, feeing a gentle­
man and not knowing who it· might be: Vlhen he. 
flopped under her window, and the apple fung an 
;,ir, the beginning of which words were, or fome­
thing like it. ' Awake ye neeping fair: 

At this the curious princefs prefcntly looked out, 
.ind knowing her brother again, was re3d y to jump 
out of the window to him. She talked fu loud, 
that the whole family were prefently alarmed, and 
came and opened the doors; which Chery entered 
with all tma,ginable hafte, holding in his hand a 
branch of amber, with the wonderful fruit upon 
jt: And as he had fm elt on it ofteB, his wit was 
fo much increafed, that notliing was comparable 
to it. Fair-Star ran to meet him with grea t pre­
cipitation, crying with joy, and faying, 'Do you 
' believe I thank you, dear brothe-r? No, there is 
c nothing that I do not buy too dear, when 1 expofe 
'you to fetGh it.' ' And there are no danger5 I 
~ would ?Jot hazard (anf wered he) te give you the 

Jea fl: fatisfacl.ion. Accept, Fair-Star, of this 
4 fruit, none defcrv·es it fo rnuca as you.' Bright 
Sun, and his brother came jufi then and interrupt· 
ed their converfa tion, and were glad to fee their 
lm1ith€r again, who gavt:i them an account of his 
journey, which lafted till morning. 

Th(:l wicked Feintifa havin g left the queen, af­
ter having acquainted her with her projecrs, was 
jufl: retired home and got to bed, but could :not 
fleep through her uneafinefs one wink. \/\'hen fhc 
heard the fweet finging of the apple, and not 
doubting but that he had obtained it, cried and 
bewa iled her condition, fcratching her face, and. 

' tearing off her hair. Her grief wa3 extremely 
great; far in fiead of doing the princes the mif­
chief ihe proj_ecl:ed, ihe did them all the fervice 

ima· 



PRrNC!SS FAIR-STAR. & PRINCE CHE·RV. 2t>j '. 

imaginable. As foon as it was day, fhe was too 

well informed of the prinrre's return, and upon 

that hurried away to the queen-mother ; ' Well, 

"Feintifa (faid that princefs) do you brine; me any 

' good news, are they deflroyed ?' ' No, Ma-

" dam (replied £he) cafiirig herfelf at her feet : 

·, But let not your rnajefty be impatient; I have a 

' thoufand way-s-yet ieft.' Ah wretch! (faid the 

' queen) thou intendeft: to bdray me, and there-

' fore f pareR: them.' Feintifa pretefle@! to the con~ 

trary; and when fhe h::id appeafed her, returned 

home, to think of what was to be done next. She 

let fome days pafs without undertalcing any thing: 

\Vhen being informed by her fcouts, that the prin­

cefs was walking in the forefi alone, expecting h'er 

brothers, ilie went thither: and addreffing berfelf 

to her, faid, 'Charming Star/I have been infor~-

, ed that you have got the finging apple, and w.is 

'"overjoyed to hear of it; for I h,3vefo great an in-

'" clination for you, that I am interefied in what-

,. ever tends to your ad vantage. And continued 

' fhe) I cannot forbear adviGn g you to one thing· 

"more:· '·Ah (cried the princefs, getting from 

'- her) keep your advice to yourfelf, for thou gh ti;ie 

' · benefits I receive be great, yet they make · not 

' · amends for the trouble and unea!ine1s they have 

' caufed me.' ' Uneafinefs is nol fo great an evil 

' (anfwered fhe with a fmile) there is a fw eet-

, nefs and tendernefs in it.' 'Forbear, faid F"'l i~-

' Star) I trernblt when I think on it.' 'Indeed . 

' (faid the old wom:rn) you are very much to be 

'pitied, to he the moft beautiful and wittid t lady 

' in the world.' ' l deGre once more (f'aid the 

' princefs) to be excufed, I ~now too well t he con· 
'dition t ;1 e abfcence of my brother reduced me 

' to.' 'You muO:, notwi thfianding be told (faid 

'feintifa) that you wa nt the little green-bird t ha t. 

~ tells every thing, by which ytm will 'be in-

N 3. 'formc:d 
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• , informed of your birth, and your good and iU 

fortune; there is no particular thing he doe~ 
' not difcover; and when the world fhall fay that 
' Fair-Star has the dancing water, and the finging 
' apple,. and wants the little green bird, they had 
' as good fay nothing.' 

After having in this manner, uttered what Ihe 
'intended, llie retired, leaviHg the Prim:efs rnelan• 
choly ai1d thoughtful, and fighing as if there was 
fomething fue defired: ' This woman is in the 
' right (faid fhe) what am I the better for the 
' dancing water and finging apple, if I know 
' not who I am, who are my parents, and by what 
• fatality my brothers and I were expofed to the 
' fury of the waves? there m1:1fl be fomething ex:· 
' traordinary in our births, that we fhould be­
, abandoned in the manner we were, and receive 
' fo evident a protection from heaven. H ow great 
' a plee.fure would it be to me to know my fa ther 
' and mother, to love them if they be alive, and 

· ' to honour their memory if dead?' Thereupon 
tears trickled down her cheeks, clear as drops of 
Hlorning dew, difiilliog upon lilies and rofes. 
Chery, who was always more impatient to fee he r 
'1 gain than the other t ~vo,. maae the mofi hafie,. af. 
ter the fport was over, to return home: that day 
lie was a-foot, his bow hung negligently by his 
fide, fame :1rrows he held in his hand, and his 
hair was tied with a ribband behjnd him: and in 
t h.is warlike drefs he looked charmingly pleafing. 
\ Vhen the princ.efs faw him, fhe retired to a dark 
fh ady walk, that he might not perceive thofe cha­
racters of grief in her face. But nothing can. 
ofcape a lover's eye; for the prince looking u pon 
her, foon knew fomethin g was the m atter. Wher • 
upon he was difh.trbed, and defired her to tell him 
What it was; but fhe refufin g with obfiinacy, he 
fl! Yned QTIC of his arrows c\ O'lclJlifi his hreafi, and faid, 

lJl C 
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' Since yeu love me not, Fair~St.0 r, I have nought 

' to do but d:ie. By this means he (as I may fay) 

extorted tt.ie fecret from her: but on thefe condi­

tions, that he fhould not with toe hnard of his 

life feek to fatisfy her defi.res: all which he pm· 

mifed But as faun as fhe wa-s retired to her cham­

ber, and her brothers to theirs, he went into the· 

ftable agail'l, and mounting his horfe, fet out with,.­

out faying a word to any one. \Vhen it was known· 

the next morning, the whole family was in the 

utmofl confiernation. The king, who could not 

)orget, frnt to invite them again, and they re-­

turned the fame excufe again of their brother's 

being abfent, and that they could have no pleafure1 

:and fatisfaclion without him; but I hat upon his 

n:turn they would not fail to pay their devoirs. 

The prjncefs was inconfolable; the water and a pp.le 

co11ld not charm her, nothing was agreeable with­

out Chery. 
The prince wandered up and down, afking a!I he 

met where he might find the little green bird; but 

no body could tell him, till he afked an old man, 

who taking him home \.Vith himr took the pains to 

look over his books and a globe which he had: 

made the fl:udy of his life; and then told him it 

was in a frozen dimate, on the point of a fright­

ful rock, fhewin: him all tl.le reads to it. Th~-· 

iJfince, by way of return, prefented him with a 

p urfe of jewels he had combed cmt of his hair; 

:and taking leave of him, purfoed his journey. To­

be fhort, one morning by fun-rife, he perceived· 

the rock, which was very high and craggy,. and 

Qll t~e top of it the bird talking iike an oraclet 

telling mofi fhangc things. He thought he might 

catch it with little trouble, fince it ·appeared to be 

very tame, hopping from one place to another. 

He alighted off his horfe, and climbed up without 

1'Tiaking any noife, pronl-ifing hirufelf and Fair-Star 
he 
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the mofi fenfible pleafure; when all on a fud'den, 
the rock opened and he fell, as rnotior.ilefs as any 
flatue, into a large ha .I; fo that he could neither 
bemoan nor complain of his deplorable adventure. 
There he found three- hundred knights, who hav­
ing made the fame attempt as hirnfr·lf, were in 
the fame condition, being only able to look at one 
.mother. 

The time of his abrence feemed long to Fair­
Star, that fhe fell extraordinary ill; and the phv­
ficians pronounced her to be devoured by deep me­
lancholy. Her brothers who loved her tenderly, 
would often tell her the caufe of her ill nefa; upon 
which fhe confeffed, that fhe reprm1ched herfelf 
night and day for Chery's departure: and that foe 
was fure fhe fhould die, if fhe heard no news of 
him. ,Bright-Sun moved by her tears, refolved to 
go and feek his brother; and accordingly knowing 
where the bird was, fet out, approached it with th~ 
fame hopts, was [wallowed up by the rock, and 
fell into the great hall, where the firfl objec1 he 
fixed his eyes on was Chery; but could not f peak 
to him. In the m ean time Fair-Star grew better, 
hoping every mi11ute to fee her two brothers re­
turn; but being deceived therein, her grief re , 
Dewed, and !he complained in ceffantly, accufing 
herfelf for the difafters that bcfel her brothers; 
when prince Felix, having no lefs compaffion on 
h~r, and concern fur his broth~rs, refohed to go 
and find them; and acqpainted her therewith. She 
:atfirflfeemed to oppofe it; but he replied, that 
it was jult that he fhould ex.pofc himfelf for thofe 
who \.V~re fo dear to him; and then fet out, after 
taking his leave of the princefs , whom be left a 
prey to the mofi piercing grief. 

When Feintifa knew th.at the third prince was 
gone, her joy had-110 end, but away ilie ran to· the 
queen, and promifed iier with more aITurance 

than. 
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thas ever, to difiroy this unfortunate family, Feli~ 
fared the fame fate with Chery and Bright-Sun; he 

found the reek, faw the bi/d, and iell into the 

liall, where he knew the princes he fought and faw 

them ranged in niches. They never Dept, nor eat, 

but remained in that condition, having only th<>ir 

thoughts at liberty. Fair Star feeing none of her 

brothers return, was inconfolable, and reproached 

herfelf for fraying fo long after them ; and with .. 

out any long@r hefitation ordered their fervants 

to ftay fix months; and if neither fhe nor her bro­

thers returned in that time, to go and acquaint the 

corfair and his wife with their deaths. 'I hen dref­

Jing I.erfelf in men's clothes, as rnofi fitting to 

fecure her from all infults in her journey, Feintifa 

had the pleafure to fe · her go upon her horfe IfaA 
bella; and immediately after ran foll of joy to the 
palace to regale the queen ,vith the news. Fc1fr­

Star only armed herfelf with a head-piece, the vifor 

of which fhe never lifted up, becaufe her beauty· 

was fo perfect fhe could :oot otherwife have pafi . 

for a man. She fuffered very much by the rigour 

of the weather; for that country where the green 

bird lived, in no feafon ever received the happy­

influence of the fun-: but cold, nor anything elr~ 

could difmay her. In her way ilie faw a dove no. 

lefs white nor cold than the fnow it lay upon, 

which notwithflanding her impatiel'lce of arri¥ing at 

the rock fhe could not fee perifh, but alighting off 

her horfe, took it up, warmed it with her breath, 

put it in l:ier bofom, where ii. never fiirred. Fair• 

Star thinking it dead, pulled it out, and looking 

forrowfully upon it faid, ' what flrnll I do lovely 

' dove to fave thy life?' To \\'hich the little­

creature made anfwer, 'one fw eet kifs, Fair-

' Sta r , from y our month, will 6nifh what y ou 

' have fo charitably began.' 'Not only one(faid 

' the princefs) but a thoufand jf need be; aJid f e'll 

~ 
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. • a killing it.' U pen which the dove reviving, repliect, 
'" l know you notwithfl:anding your dif~uife, and 
' muft tell yo11, that you undertake a thing which 
' will be impoffihle for you to effe& without my 
' affiftance; but do as I advife you. \l\lhen y r, u 
''~om~ to the rock, infl:ead of attempting to climb 
' 1t, fl:ay at the bottom, and fing the m vft me4 

' lodious fang you can think of; tl1e green bird 
' will hear you, and obferve from whence the voice 
• comes; then you mufl- pretend to be afleer, and 

1 wil I fiay by you : when he fees me, he'll come 
. ' from the rock to peck me, and then you rnufl: 
' take ymir advanta2e to catch him.' 

The priflcefs overj'°;yed at this hope, arrived foon 
2.t the roc,k, where fhe found her brothers horfes 
grafing, whiea fight renewed all'. her grief, and 
fhe fat down and cried bitterly; but the little 
green bird fa.id fuch fine and comfortable things 
to thofe that where affii&ed, that fhe dried up her 
tears, and fung fo loud and charming, that the 
princes in the hall had the pleafore of hearing her, 
which was the firft moment they began to hope, 
the little green bird heard her alfo, and looked to 
fee from whence the voice came, and perceiving 
the princefs, who had pulled offher mafk, that fhe 
might lie down to fleep with more eafe, as alfo 
the dove hopping by her, he came down to peck he'i", but had nut pulled off three feathers before he 
was taken himfelf. ' Ah! (faid he) what wou ld 
' you have with me? what have l done to engage 
' you to come fo far to make me miferable? give 
' me my lib€rty, I conjure you, and I will do 
' whatever you ddire in exchange.' ' Refi:ore me ' my brothers (faid Fair-Star) whom by their 

horfes feeding here, I know thou detainell fom:­
, where hereabout.' ' I have a red feather (fa1d 
' he) unde.r my left wing, pull it out, and toudt 
' the rock wibh it.' The princefs made ha ce to . d~ 
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Tl.a ,what he had bid her, but at t·he fame time fcnv 
foch fb.fr.es of li ghtning, and heard fuch claps of 
thunder, together with the roari.ng of the wind, 
th::it 01e was very much frightned; but notwith­
lhndin~ held the green bird faft, that he mi ght not 
efc::ipe her: thrn touched the rock 3gain a fecond 
,md thi.rd time, at which lafi it f plit from the top 
t o the b-Jttorn, and i11e with an air of vic1ory en· 
tere<l the hall, where the three br(:) thers \Vere, with 
c1 great many others. She ran to Chery, who knew 
ber not in that clrefs, and in an helmet; for then 
the enchantment was not defhoyed, infomuch that 
he could neither f pe::ik nor fcir. The princefs fedng 
that, afked the bird more queflions; to whi<:h he 
made anfwer, that fhe rnuft rub the eyes of all 
thofe fhe ,would free from the enchantment, with 
tl1e fa n:i_e red feather : which good office fhe did 
to feveral kings and princes, -as well as her three 
brothers: who in return for fo great a benefit fell 
d own on their knees, and called her the deliverer 
of kings. 

Fair-Star then perceiving that her brothers de­
ceived by her drefs, did not know her, pulled off 
her helmet, and holding up her arms, embraced 
them a thoufand times if poffible, and afterwards 
afked th€ other princes civily who they were: every 
one told his own particular adventure, and off et ed 
t0 accompany her wherever fue \Vent; to which 
fne anfwered, th::it though the ' law of knight­
hood might give her fame ri ght over theiT liber­
ty, fhe waYed it, leaving thFm to purfue their 
own pleafures; ;rnd then retired wi th her brothers, 
that they might give each other a particular ac­
Gount of wh::it had befet them fince their feparation. 
The little green bir_d then interrupted them, to 
defire Fair-Star, to give him his liberty; upon 
which fhe looked fo r the dove to afk her opinion: 
bu t not finding her, told the bird he had cofi her 

too 
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·too mttch trouble and uneafinefs to en joy fo 1 inie 
of her conquefr. Thereupon they all four mount­

·ed their own horfes, leaTing the other kin gs, &c. 

to go a-foot, their equipages being all lofi, during 
the many years of their enchantment, 

The queen-mother eafed of all the difquie t 

with which the return of the princes el'ld princef9 

had burdened her. returned her infl:ances tn the 

king to marry again; and importuned him fo 
much that he made choice of a princefs, ong of ais 

Telations. But as he mufi firfi difannul his ma r­

riage with the queen Linda, who had lived all 

that time at her mother's with the three whelps; 

the old queen fent a coach for her and them. She 

came according to her commands, and was dreffed 

in black, with a long veil that reached clown to her 

feet; in which apparel fhe appeartd as beautiful 

.is the morning fiar: though fhe was become leat'l 

and pale by n0t fleeping nor eJting, butjufi tofu[. 

t ain nature, and out of complaifance to her mo­

t her, who was pitied by all. The king relented fo 
much, that he .durfr not cah his eyes on her : for 
he confanted to his fecond match purely out of the 

l10pes of heirs. The marriage day being appoint­
ed, the old queen, urged thereto by Lucina, " ·ho 

a lways hated her unfortunate fifler, would have 

the queen Linda appear at the feafi, which was 

t o be very magnificeBt: and the king to fhew his 

grandeur to £1:rangers, fent the firfr gentleman of 

his bed chamber to the princes and their fifl:er, 

to invite them to it. 
The gentleman went accordingly, and knowing 

the extreme defire the king had to fee them, find­

i ng them not at home, left one of his attendants 

to wai t for the~n, and to bring them without any 

delay. The night before this banquet, Fair-Star 

:and the three princes arrived, to whom the pcrfon 

that was left delivered his meffage, telling them 
2 withal 



Pa.1NcEss FAIR-STAR & PRINCE CaERY. 277 
withal the hiftory of the king's life; how that he 
had married a young . beautiful damfel, who had 
the misfortune to be delivered of three welps ; 
and that upon that account he had put her away, 
though he loved her tenderly ; that he had lived 
fifteen years before he would harken to any pro· 
pofals of marriage; but being preffed thereto by 
the queen-mother and his minifiers of fiate, he 
had determ!ned to ef poufe a young pri~cefs of his 
co4.rt, to whofe nuptials they were invited. 

Fair-Star dreITed herfelf in a rofe coloured vel­
vet t bedecked on the robin gs wrth diamonds, her 
hair hang ing on her fhoulders in fine curls, but 
tied t ogether with a_ bunch of ribbons, by which 
means the gold chain on her neck appeared more 
vifible; the fiar on her forehead fhined with all 
imaginable lufrre; and in fh irt fhe feemed too 
beauti ful for a mortal. Her brothers came not 
far fhort of her; and prince Chery had fomething 
that diftinguifhed him mufi ad\13ntageoufly ... 
They went all four into an ivory and ebony cha­
riot, drawn by twelve white horfes, their equipage ~ 
every way fuitable. The king overjoyed to fee 
them, received them at the fiairhead ; the apple 
fung wonderfully fine, the water danced, and the 
green bird !alked like 3n oracle. They aJI feJl 
on their knees, till the king raifed them up 
with his hand, which they kiffed with all ref pe& 
aod affection. After that he emb1 aced them, and 
faid, ·' I am obliged to you, lovely firange rs, for 
' your comp:rny to-day: your prefence gives me 
' a fenfible pleafure.' Then he led them in w a 
large hall, where there were feveral large tables 
fet Gut with all manner of rarities and dainties 
and mufic playing all the time. Soon after cam: 
the queen·mother with her new daughter in-law 
that was · to be, accompanied by Lucina, and a 
great number of ladies, and with them the poor 

Vol. ll, 0 queen 
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queen led by a brafs chain about her neck to 

which the three dogs were fafiened; who, toge~her 

with them, was carried to a great bowl of bones 

and offal meet, which was fet out by the old queen's 

command in one part of the haII. 

When Fair-Star and the princefs faw this unhap­

py princefs, tears came in their eyes; either be­

cauie they were fenfibly touched with the viciffi­

tudes and changes of this world, or by inO:incl of 

nature. But how outrageous were the old queen's 

thoughts at fo unexpecled a return, fa contrary 

to her defigns ? fhe cafl: fa furious a look at Fe­

inti-fa, that fhe wi.fhed the earth would open and 

fwallow her up; fo much did fhe dread her. The 

king prefented the princefa and her brothers to his 

mother, faying the mofl: obi iging things of them ; 

and £he, notwithfianding her inward hatred and 

concern, received them with a favourable compli­

ment and a fmi le; for at that time diiEmulation 

was as much in vogue as now. Nu mirth was 

wanting during the feafl:, though the king was not 

very well pleafed to fee his wife eat with dogs, as 

the meanefl: of all ct·eatures; but having refulved 

to fhew all manner of compliance to his mother, 

£he ordered every thing as fhe thought fit. 

When the repafl: was over, the king addreffing 

himfelf to Fair-Star, 'I hear you are poffeffed of 

' three incomparable things, I wifh you joy of 

' them, and defire you to tell me how you got 

' them.' ' Sir (replied :fhe) I £hall obey you with 

' pleafure. l was told that the dancing water 

would make me handfome, and the finging apple 

' inf pire thofe who had it with wit; which were 

' the two reafons made me deurous of them. For 

' -the little green bird who tells every thing, ?ur 

' fatal i1morance of our births made me covet him, 

' fince ~ve were child1 en abandoned by our pa­

, rents.' 'To judge of 'cur b-irth by rour perfcns 

3 replied 
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g replied the king, it mufi be illufirious; but tell 

' me fincerely who you are.' ' Sir, (faid fhe) my 

' brothers and felf deferred that inquiry till our 

' return, and then we received the honour of an 

' invitation to your weading, and have brought 

' thefe rarities to divert you .' ' I am very glad 

' of it (faid the king) therefore let us not defer fo 

' agreeable z.:n entertainment.' ' What! (faid the 

' queen mother, in a paffion) can you amufe your­

' felf no better than with fuch idle fiories, and 

' fuch filly chits and their rarities; I am forry 

' your credulity fnould be fo much abufed, and, 

' that they fhouid have the honour to fit at my 

' table.' Fair-Star and her brothers knew not 

how to behave themfelves at this difobliging 

expreffion, but were confufed and vexed to be 

affron ted before fo much company: but the king 

_ telling his mother that this proceeding of her's very 

, much difpleafed him, defired them to take no no­

tice of it, and held out his hand as a fign of his 

friendfhip. Fair-Star called for a bafon, and pourq 

ing the dancing water into it, which, by its fkip~ 

ping and jumping, formed waves like a rolling fea 9 

and fometirnes changing its colour, filled all the 

company with admiration, and by its forcing the 

bafon along the table to the king, cafi out fame 

drops into the firfi gentleman of the king's bed 

chamber's face; who being a man of good mien., 

but of a clifagreeab!e face (though a man of merit) 

havin g but one eye, the water made him very 

beautiful, and refiored his eye again. The king, 

whofe favourite he was, feemed as much pleafed 

with this adv€nture, as the queen-mother was vexed 

to hear the app!aufes of the whole company. 

After that Fair-Star produced the ruby app.le upon 

its branch of amber, which began as melodious a 

concert as if there ~ad been a hundred muficians; 

0 z which 
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which ra-vHhed tbe fenfes of the king and whoie 
court: whofe admiration increafed when fhe fhewed 
the little green bird in a g Jlden cage, out of which 
the took him gently1 and fet him upon the apple, 
which out of ref peel left off finging, to give him 
time to fpeak: his fea thers were fo bright, that 
when the eyes were fhut, they gli!tened, and were 
of all manner of fhades of green. He addreffed 
bimfelf to the king, and afkcd him whr1t he pleafrd 
to know. • We W'.Jnt to be informed, (1e1Jlied the 
' king) who this 1:-:idy and three gentlemen are.' 
• 0 king (anfwered the bi rd , with a plain and inw 
4 telligible voice) (he is thy own daughter, and 
' two of thefe princes are thy fons; the third, 
4 whofo name is Chery, is thy nephew: There­
upon, with an unpara ll eled eloqurnc , he told the 
~hole fiory, wilh l, Ut orni tting the J ea ft ci rcu t11 fi a nee. 

The kin~ rnelted into tears, and the affiicled 
queen 1(!:iving her dcgs, came loftl9 forwards cry­
fog for jt1y i for fhe no lnnger dif puted the truth of 
the fl:r)ry, when fhe fa w nil the tokens. The three 
princts rafo up tit the: end thereof, er.ill themfelves 
at th1:i kin;'s tt:et, er11bracecl his kn < <J, ~ud kiiftd 
}liij hand: he with opcm nrms c:l:,fpLJ th n, tu his 
heart: ftnd at thu tirne there was nothing b<;ar<l 
but fighs and cries of Joy. vVhen at lafl:, th king 
feeing the queen !bnd fearful by the walt-Gde in an 
humble pofiure, ran to her., anu embraced her a 
thoufand times: then took her by the hand, and 
made her fit down by him; but not before her 
~hildren and fhe had embraced as often. Never 
was fight more tender and moving; they wcre all 
in tears, liftin~ up their hands and eyes to heaven 
to return thanks: The king made the princefs he 
was to marry a compliment, and withal a prefent 

' of jewels. But for the queen-mother, Lucina, and 
Feintifa, they could expect nothing but the utmo!t: 

rcfentment. 
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refentment. The thunder of his anger bei;an to 

grumble, when the generous queen, her children 

and Chery, conjured him not to put himfelf into 

a paffion but to pafs a more exemplary than feA 

vere fentence. The queen-mother he made a clofe 

prifoner for life in a {hong cafile, and Lucina and· 

Feintifa were cafl into a deep nafiy dungeon, there 

to remain all their days with the three dogs. 

After thefe three wicked perfons were carried 

a ay, the muGc began to play, and all joy and 

mirth went forward; but none came up to that of 

Chery's and Fair-Star'&, who were as happy as they 

wHhed to be; for the king fenfible of his nephew's 

merit, compleated the happinefs of that di1y, by 

marrj·ing him to his dau~hter. The prince tranf­

ported with joy, cafi himfelf at his feet; and Fair­

Star difcovered 110 lefs fatisfaclion. And the old 

Princefs ( who had in a kind of folitude f pent fo 

many years) alfo parto,,k of the joy, the fame Fairy 

that had been fo entertained by her, at the fame 

moment, w~nt and told her all that happened at 

court, .ind afked her ti go with her thither. The 

grateful princefs went with her in her chariot of 

bl 1e and gold, preceded by all manner of warlike 

inHruments, and followed by five hundred body­

guards, richly clothed; and by the way, the fairy 

told her the hifiory of her grand children, how fhe 

had never fo rfaken them, but had protected them 

under the fh::ipe of a f yren ::ind dove, and all upon 

the account ol the charitab'y fhe gave her. The 

good princefs was every moment for killing her 

h::ind, to fhew her acknowledgment, and could not 

think of expreffions to declare her joy. When they 

arrived at court, the kmg received them with a 

thoufand tefiimonies of fri endfhip, The q1,1een 

Linda and ber children, were glad to fee the prin­

-.cefs, and earnefi: to exprefs their gratitude and , 
obligations 
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ob.ligations to that illufirio.us lady, whom the old 
fairy told them was the kind dove that guided 
them; who to cornplea t the king's fatisfaclion, told 
him that his mother-in-law, whom be alway s took 
for a poor co1;ntry woman, was a fovereign prin­
cefs: which was the only thing perhaps wanting to 
that monarch's ha ppinefs. And to conc lude, the 
corfair and his wiJe were fent for, .tha t they might 
receive a noble recompence, for the extraordinary 
education they befiowed on them. 

M O R A L. 

U nder the idea and by the intention of this hif­
tory, i,s fhewn, that in whatever manner innocence 
is oppreffed, yet if they patiently fubmit and fol­
low the flnit path of virtue, Providence will at 
fame . ti me or other acl in their favour; and the 
wicked will meet that punifhment their condu.ft de­
ferves. -- From thefe examples, who would not em­
brace goud actions, which in conclufion will 

CROWN I NNOCE.NCE WITH HAPPINESS, 

F I N I s. 
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