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INSTRUCTIVE LESSONS 

FOR 

Come hither, Charles, come to mamma. 

Make haste. 

Sit in mamma's lap. 

Now rea<l your book. 

Where is the pin to point with? 

Here is a pin. 

Do not tear the book. 

Only bad boys. tear books 
.A2 
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Charles shall have a p re tty new lesson. 
Spell that word. G ood boy. 
Now go and play. 
1!]1,~ . ' n .11ere 1s puss . 
Puss has got under the table. 
Yon cannot catch puss. 
Do not pull her by the ta il, you hur t her . 
Stroke poor puss. You stroke her the 

wrong way. This is the r ig h t way. 
But, pnss, why diJ you kill the rabb it ? 
You mn3t catch mice: you must not kill 

ra)bit. . 
Why do you not spea ·, puss ? 
Puss cannot sp..,ak . 
Will Charl s feed the chickens ~ 
Herc i. some corn for the pige9 ns. 
Pretty pig-eons ! 
\Veil, what do you say? 
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Did you kill the rabbits? 

The sun shines. Open your eyes, little 

boy. Get up. 
Maid, come and dress Charles. 

Go down stairs. Get your breakfast. 

Boil some milk for a poor little hungry boy. 

Do not spill the milk. 

Hold the spoon in the other hand. 

Do not throw your bread upon the ground. 

Bread is to eat, JOU must not throw it 

away. 
Corn makes bread. 

Corn grows in the fields. 

Grass grows in the fields. 

Cows eat grass, and sheep eat grass, and 

horses eat grass. 

Little boys do not eat grass; no, they eat 

br~d and milk. 



6 INSTRUCTIVE LESSONS 

Letters make syllables. 
Syllables make words. 
Words make a sentence. 
It is a pleasant thing· to read well. 
,vhen you are older you shall learn to 

write: but you must know how to read 
first. 

Once papa could not read, nor tell his 
letters. 

If you learn a little every day you will 
soon know a great deal. 

Mamma, shall I ever have learned all 
that there is to be learned? 

No, never, if you were to live longer than 
the oldest man, but you may learn some­
thing every day. 
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Papa, where is Charles? 
Ah! where is the little boy! 
Papa cannot find him. 
Lie still. Do not stir. 
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Ah ! here he is. He is under mamma's 
apron. 

Ride upon papa's cane. 
Here is a whip. V./hip a way. 
1.Vlake haste, horse. 
I ,vantto ride a live horse. 
Saddle the horse for the little boy. 
'I' he horse prances, he tosses his head, he 

pricks up his ears, he starts. 
Sit fast ; take care he does not throw you ; 

he ambles, he trots, he gallops. The 
horse stumbles. Down comes poor 
Charles in the dirt-Hark; the hunts~ 
man's horn sounds. 
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rrhe hounds come by with their long 
sweeping ears . 

'The horses are in a foam. 
See how they break down the farmer's fen-

ces. 
rrhey leap over the ditch. 
One, two, three. They are all gone oYer. 
'They are running after the hare. 
Poor little hare, I believe you must be 

caught. 
In Germany they hnnt the tusky boar. 
See, that great boy wants to take away 

his little sister's hoop: it i very wrong 
for boys or girls to tease their younger 
brothers and sisters. I hope, Charles, 
you will lilever do so.-N ow let us go 
home. 
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Come and give mamma three kisses. One, 

two, three, 
Little boys must come when mamma calls 

them. 
Come and let me comb your hair. 

Stand still. 
Here is the comb case for you to hold. 

Your frock is untied. 
Pray cla p my shoe. 

Somebody knocks at the door. 

Open the door. 
Come in. 
Reach a chair. 
Sit down. 
Come to the fire. 
How do you do? 
Very well. 
Bring some coali. 
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Make up the fire. 
Sweep up the hearth. 
Where is the brush ? 
Stand upon the carpet. 
Do not meddle with the ink.horn. , 

See, you have inked your frock. 
Here is a slate for you, and he re i a pen-

cil. 
Now sit down on the carpe t and write. 
What is this red stick? 
It is sealing-wax. 
What is it for? 
To seal letters with. 
I want papa's watch. 
No, you will break the glass. 
You broke it once. 
You may look at it. 
Put it to your ear. 
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What does it say? 

Tick, tick, tick. 

Squirrels crack nuts. 
l\llonkeys are very comical. 

You are very comical sometimes. 

Kittens are playful. 

Old cats do not play. 

Mier nibble cheese. 
An old rat is in the trap. 
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He has fine whiskers, and a long tail. 

B e will bite hard, he will bite throug·h 

wood. 
Owls eat mice. Owls live in barns and 

hollow trees. "Then nightly sings the 

staring owl, To whit, To whoo." 

Frog·s li ve in marshes. 

Do not kill that toad, it will not hurt y0u. 
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~ee what a fine eye he has. 
The snake has a new skin every year. 
The snake lays eggs. 
The snake will do you no harm. 
The viper is poisonous. 
An old fox is very cunning. 
The lamb is gentle. 
The ass is patient. 
The deer are feeding in the park. 

There is a pretty butterfly. 
Come, shall we watch it ? 
Butterfly, where are you going? 
It i~ flown over the hedge. 
He will not let us catch him. 
There is a bee sucking the flowers . . 
Will the bee sting Charles? 
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No, it will not sting you if you let it alone. 
Honey is very sweet. 
Bees make wax and honey. 
Charles shall have some honey and bread 

for supper. 
Caterpillars eat cabbages. 
Here is a poor little snail era w ling· up 

the wall. 
Touch him with your little finger. 
Ah, the snail is crept into his shell. 
His shell is his house. Good night, snail. 
Let him alone, and he will soon come out 

again. 
I want my dinner, I want pudding. 
It is not ready yet. 
It will be ready presently, and then 

Charles shall have his dinner. 
Lay the cloth. 
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Where are the knives, and forks, and 
plates? 

'l'he clock strikes; take up the dinner. 
May I have some meat? 
No, meat is not goo<l for little boys. 
Here are cherries. 
Do not swallow the stone. 
I want some wine. 
What, wine for little boys! I never heard 

of such a thing. No, you must not 
have wine. Here is 1,Vater. 

Do not stand so near the fire. Go on 
the other side. 

Do not tread upon mamma's apron. 
Go away now, I am busy. 

Charles, what are eyes for? 
To see with. 
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What are ears for? 
To hear with. 
What is the tongue for? 
rro talk ·with. 
What are teeth for P 

To eat with. 
What is the nose for? 
To smell with, 
What are legs for? 
rro walk with. 
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Then do not make mamma carry you. 
Walk yourself. 
Here are two good leg·s. 
Will you go abroad? 
Fetch your hat. 
Let us go into the fi lds, and see the 

sheep, and the lambs, and t 1e cows, and 
trees, and birds, and water. 
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There is a man on horseback. 
Where are you going? 
He does not mind us, he rides a,vay. 
Now he is a great way off, 
Now \Ve cannot see him at all. 
There is a dog, The dog barks. 
)Vell, do not be afraid, he will not hurt 

you. 
Corne hither, dog. 
Let him lick your hand. Poor Flora ! 
Charles is tired ; come, let us go home. 

Ink is black, and papa's shoes are black. 
Paper is white, and Charles's frock is 

white. 
Grass is Green. 
The sky is blue. 
Charles's shoes are reel. Pretty red shoes. 
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Cowslips are yellow. 
'The table is brown. 
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White, black, red, green, blue, }t! llow, 
brown. 

Pray give me a raisin. 
Here is one. 
I want another. 
Here is another. One, two. 
I want a gTeat many: I want ten. 
Here are ten. One, two, three, four, 

five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten. 
Now what will you do with all these 

raisins? 
Give Billy some, and sister Sally. 
Good boy. 
There is a pin, 
Pick it up. Give it to maruma. 
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Do not put it in your mouth; that is a 
very, very naughty trick. 

Stick it upon the pincushion. 
Fetch the work-basket. 
No; do not sit upon it, you will break it; 

sit upon your own little stool. 
M amma, what are you doing? 
Readin g a pretty story-book. 
Lay by your book, rnamma, and play with 

me. 

It is winter now, cold winter. 
There is ice in the pond. 
It hail s. It snows. 
\Vill you run out in the snow? 
Go then. 
Let us make snow balls. 
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Pretty snow, how white it is, and how 
soft it is. 

Bring the snow to the fire. 
See, see how it melts. It is all g·one, 
- there is nothing· but water. 

Shall we walk? 
No, it i;:; too dirty. 
When Charles is a big boy, he shall have 

trousers, and a little pair of boots; 
and then he shall g·o in the dirt; and 
he shall have a pretty little horse of 
his own, and a saddle, an<l bridle, and 
a whip, and then he shall ride out with 
papa. 

When spring comes again there will be 
green leaves and flowers, daisies and· 
pinks, antl violets and roses; and there 



~o IN8TRUCTI V~ L~~~o~s 

will be young lambs, and warm weather. 
Come again, spring-. 

It rains bard. 
See how it rains. 
The ducks love rain, 
Ducks swim, and geese swim. 
Chickens do not sw im. 
Can Charles swim ? No. 
If Charles goes in the water he will be 

drowned. 
You shall learn to swim when you arQ a. 

big as B illy. 

Bring the tea things. 
Bring the little boy's milk. 
Where is the bread and butter? 
Where is the toast and the muffin? 
Here is some bread for you. 
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Little boys should not eat butter. 
Sop the bread in your tea. 
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The tea is too hot, yon must not drink it 
yet. 

You mast wait a li tt le. 
Pour it into your saucer. 
'I'he sugar is not melteJ. 
vVho is that lad y ? 
Do not you know? 
Go and g ive her a kiss . 
Pull off your hat. 
Nobody wea rs a lrnt in the house . 
Bab are to go a bro· d with . 
'I'ake me in your lap. 
Come the n. 
Do you love mnmrna : 
De.ir mamma ! 
Chn. r!e· h,r turnbl,...d dov;i n. 
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Get up ag·ain then. 
Never mind it. 
What is the matter with your arm? 
Puss has scratched it. 
Poor arm, let me kiss it. 
There, now it is well. 
Puss was only at play. 
I have hit my head against the table, 

naughty table. 
No, not naughty table, silly boy! 
The table did not run agair1st Charles. 

Charles ran against the table. 
The table stood slill in its place. 

I heard somebody cry just now, I wonder 
who it was. 

Jt was some naughty boy, I fancy . 
Good boys do not cry. 
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Little babies cry. 
Little babies cannot talk, nor run about; 

they can do nothing but cry. 
Charles was a little baby once, and lay 

in a cradle. 
Then I did cry. 
Yes, but now you must no't cry. Now 

you are a little boy and ride upon a 
stick . 

See, here is Betty come from the fair. 
Wh,,t has she brought? 
She has broug·ht Charles a gun, and a 

sword, and a hammer, and some ginger· 
bread. 

She is very goo<l. 
Thank you, Betty . 
Do not ea t all the ginge rbread now. 
It wilt make you sick. 
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Give me some to lay by for tomorrow. 
I will put it in the cuphoar<l . 
Your face is dirty . 
Get your face washed. 
Get your hands washed. 
Now he is a clean boy. 

Well, Charles, hav you been sailing 
your little boat in tne tu of water with 
Thoma. ? I ho,Je you have not made 
yon t self wet. 

Ah, here i" money. Vvhat i:; thi,? 
Thi::; is gold; thi; i. a sovereig . . 
Thi' white is si ver: here is a crown, here 

is a half c"o vn, here is a hil1ing, here . . 
1 as1xµcnce. 

\-Ve w i ll spin th 
tahle . 

half crown uno 
J. 

the 
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1 t is fallen down. 
Pick it up. 
Here is a halfpenny for you. 
I want some sovereigns. 
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No, mamma must have the sovereigns to 
buy beef and mutton with . . 

Here is a poor little boy at the door, he 
has uo money at all, nor any thing to eat. 
Shall we give him a penny? 

Yes. 
Go then and give it him. 

It is dark. 
Bring candles. 
Snuff the candles. 
Shut the window-shutten. 
Do not shut them yet. 

B 
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Look at .the moon. 
0 bright moon ! 0 pretty moon ! 
The moon shines at night, when the sun is 

out of our sight. 
Is the sun out of sight? 
Then it is time for little boys to go to 

bed. 
The chickens are gone to bed, and the 

little birds are gone to bed, and the 
sun is out of sight, and Charles must 
go to bed. 

Poor little boy, he is sleepy. 
I believe we must carry him up stairs. 
Pull off his shoes. 
Pull off his frock and petticoats. 
Put 011 his nightcap. 
0 o,· er bim up. 
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Lay hi!! little head on the pillow . 
. Good night. · Shut your eyes, go to 

sleep. 

Goon morning·, little boy; bow do you 

do? Bring· your stool _and sit down by 

,me, for I have a great deal to tell you. 

I hope you have been a good boy, and 

read all the pretty words I wrote for you 

before. You have, you say; you have 

read them till you are tired, and you want 

some more new lessons. Come then, sit 

down. Now you and I will tell stories. 

Look at puss ! she pricks up her ears, 

and smells about. She smells the mice. 

They are making a noise behind the 
B2 

, 
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wainscot. Puss wants to get into th~ 
closet. Let her in. The mice have 
been in the closet, and 11ibbled the bis­
cuits. Ah ! there is a mou~e puts her 
tail through the mouse-hole of the wains­
cot. Take care, little puss will catch 
you. Look, look, there she runs ! See 
puss springs upon her; puss nas got the 
mouse; puss has given her a squeeze. 
She lets her run about a liltle. The 
poor mouse thinks to steal awa:y by the 
side of the wainscot. Now puss sprjng9 
again, and lays her paw upon her. I wi h, 
p11ss, you would not be sn cruel, I wish 
you would eat her up at once.-1 t is a 
cold night; it freezes. Let us catch 
puss. Come into this dark corner. N -o,iv 
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rub her back while I hold her; rub hard. 

Stroke her fur the wrong· way. Hark! 

it crackles; sparks come out. The cat's 

back is on fire. This fire will not hurt 

her, nor you either. Now we will let 

her go : she begins to be angry. 

' 
,vhat is to day, Charles ? To-day is 

Sunday.-And what will to-morrow be? 

To-morrow will be M on~ay.-And what 

will the next day be? The next day will 

be Tuesday.-And the next day? ,v ed­

nesday.-And the next? Thursday.­

And the ne x t ? Friday .-And the next ? 

Saturday.-And what what will come af­

ter Saturday ? Why then Sunday will 

come ai'alll. 
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Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, W cdnes~' 
day, Thursday, Friday, Saturday. That 
makes seven days, and seven days make­
A ,veek. 

And now you know how much four 
weeks make. 

I-low much? 
A month, 
And twelve months make a year.­

January, February, March, 'April, May,' 
June, J u]y, August, Septemher, Octo­
ber, November, December. 

l t is January. It is very cold. It 
freezes. There are no leaves upon the 
trees. The oil is frozen, and tlH~ milk ii 
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frozen, and the river is frozen, and every 

th ng in the fields is frozen. 
A..11 the boys are sliding: you must 

le.rn to slide. There is a man skating. 

H,w fast he goes ! You shall have a 

par of skates. Take care ! there is a 

hoe in the ice. Come in. It is four 

o'dock. It is dark. Lig·ht the candles: 

anu, Ralph! getsornewoodfrom the wood­

horne, and get some coals, and make a very 

gooc fire. 

Feh-uary is very cold too, but the days 

are l01ger, and there is the yellow crocus 

comin 0 up, and the mezereon tree is in 

blossom and there are some white snow­

drops p~ping up their little heads. Pret-
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ty white snow-drop, with a green stak ! 
May I gather it? Yes, you may; ut 
you must always ask leave before you ·a· 
ther a flower. What a noise the ro ks 
make, Caw, caw, caw; and how b sy 
they are! They are going to build t ir 
nest5. There is a man plowing the fi Id. 

It is March. Now the wind bl s ! 
It will blow such a little fellow as 
away almost. There is a tree b 
down. 

Here are some young lambs. 
things; how they creep under the 
What is this flower ? A primros 

April is come, and the birds ng, and 
the trees are in blossom, and fl ers are 
coming out, and butterflies, an the iUn 
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shines. Now it rains. It, rains arid fhe 
sun shines. There is a rainbow. 0 what 
fine colours ! Pretty bright rainbow! 
No, you cannot catch it, it is in th e sky. 
It is going away. It fades. It is quite 
gone. I hear the cuckoo. He says, 
Cuckoo! cuckoo ! He is come to tell us· 
it is spring·. 

It is May. 0 pleasant May! Let us 
walk out in the fields . The hawthorn is _kl1 
blossom. Let us go and get some out of 
the hedges. Aud here are daisies, and 
cow-slips, and crow-flowers. We will 
make a nosegay. Here is a bit of thread 
to tie it with. Smell, it is very sweet. 
\Vhat has Billy got? He has got a 
nest of young· birds. He has been climh-
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ing a high tree for them. Poor little 
birds! they have no feathers. Keep them 
warm. You must feed them with a quill. 
You must give them bread and milk. 
They are young goldfinches. They will 
be very pretty when they have got their 
red head and yellow wings. Do not 
let them die. 'l'he old birds would be 
verysorryiftheywereto die. 0 do not eat 
green goose-berries! they will make you 
ill. 

June is come. Get up, you must not 
lie so long in bed now; you mu t get up 
and walk before breakfast. What noise i 3 

that? It is the mower whetting his 
scy1 he . He is going to cut down the 
o-ra 's . And will he cut down all the flow­o 
ers too? Yes, every thing. This scytha 
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is very sharp. Do not come near it, 
you will have your legs cut off. Now 
we must make hay. Where is your fork 
and rake? Spread the hay. Now make 
it up into cocks. Now tumble on the 
hay-cock. There, cover him up with the 
hay. How sweet the hay smells! O, it 
is very hot! No matter; you must make 
hay while the sun shines. You must work 
well. See, all the lads and lasses are at 
work. They must have some beer, and 
bread and cheese. Now put the hay into 
the cart. Will you ride in the cart? 
Huzza ! Hay is for papa's horse to eat 
in winter, when there is no grass. 

Do you love strawberries and cream? 
Let us go then and gather some straw­
berries. They are ripe now. Her~ is 
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a very large one. It i's almost too big to 
go into your mouth. Get me a bunch of 
·currants. Strip them from the stalk. 
The birds have pecked all the cherries. 
Where jg Charles ? He is sitting under 
a rOBe-bush. 

July is very hot indeed, and the grass 
and the flowers are all burnt, for it has 
not rained a great while. You must wa­
ter your garden, else the plants will die. 
Where is the watering-pot? Let us go 
under the trees. It is shady there, it is 
not SC> hot. Come into the harbour. 
There is a bee upon the honeysuckle. 
1Ie is getting honey. He will carry it to 
the hive. Will you go and bathe in the 
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water? Here is water. It is not deep. 
Pull off your clothes. Jump in. Do 
not be afraid. Pop your head in. 

Now you have been in long enough. 
Come out, and let me dry you with this 
towel. 

It is August. Let m, go into the corn­
fields to see if the corn is almost ripe. 
Yes, it is quite brown ; it is ripe. Far­
mer Diggory ! you must bring· a sharp 
sickle and cut down the corn : it is ripe. 
Eat some, Charles ; rub it in your bands. 
This is a grain of corn ; this is an ear of 
corn ; this stalk makes straw. Now it 
must be tied up in sheaves. Now put a 
great many sheaves together, and make a 
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shock. Put it into the cart, Farmer Dig­
gory ! carry it to your barn to make 
bread. Sing harvest home ! harvest 
home! 'l'he rabbits eat a gTeat deal of 
corn. See, there are two just coming 
out of the middle of it. There is a poor 
old woman picking up some ears of corn; 
and a poor little girl that has no clothes 
hardly. They are gleaning. Give them 
your handful, Charles. Take it, poor 
woman! it will help to make you a loaf. 
Poor woman ! she is very old, she cannot 
run, she is sadly tired with stooping. 

It is September. Hark! Somebody is 
letting off a gun ! They are shooting 
the poor birds. Here is a bird dropped 
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down just at your feet. It is all bloody. 
Poor thing! how it flutters. Its wing is 

broken. It cannot fly any further. l t is 
going to die. vVhat bird is it? It is a 

partridge. Are JOU not sorry, Charles? 

It was alive a little while ago. 
Bring the ladder, and set it against the 

tree. Now bring· a basket. We must 

gather apples. No, you cannot go up 
the ladder; you must have a little basket 

and pick up apples under the tree. Shake 

the tree. Down they come. How many 

have you got? We will have an apple­

dumpling-. Come, you must help to car­

ry the apples into the apple-chamber. 

Apples make cider. a You shall have some 

baked pears and brea<l for supper. Are 
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these apples ? No, they are q urnces, 
they will make marmalade. 

October is come, Charles ; and the 
leaves are falling off the trees, and the 
flowers are all gone. No, here is an 
African marigold, and a China-aster, and 
a Michaelmas daisy. Will you have any 
nuts ? Fetch the nut crackers. Peel 
this walnut . I will make you a ]i ttle 
boat of the walnut.shell. We must get 
the grapes, or else the birds will eat them 
all. Here is a bunch of black grapes. 
Here is a bunch of white ones . Which 
vill you have? Grapes make wine. 

\tVhat bird have you got there? It is 
dead, hut it is very pretty. It ha ·~ 
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scarlet eye, and red, and gTeen, and pur­
ple feathers. It is very larg·e. It is a 
pheasant. He is very g·ood to eat. We 
will pull off his feathers and tell Betty 
Cook to roast him. Here is a hare too. 
Poor puss! the hounds have caught her. 

Dark dismal November is come. No 
more flowers! no more pleasant sunshine! 
no more hay-making ! The sky is very 
black : the rain pours down. ,v ell, ne­
ver mind it. We will sit by the fire, and 
read, and tell stories, and look at pic­
tures. '\Vhere is Billy, and Harry, and 
little Betsy? Now tell mew ho can spell 
best. Good boy ! There is a clever fel-
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low! Now you shall all have somi 
cake. 

It is December, and Christmas is com­
ing, and Betty is very busy. What is she 
doing? She is paring apples, and chop­
ping meat, and beating spice. What for, 
I wonder? It is to make mince pies. 
Do you love mince pies? 0 they are ve­
ry good! Little boys come from school 
at Christmas. Pray wrap them up warm, 
for it is very cold. , Well, spring will 
come again sometime. 

Your papa's wife is your mother. 
Yoµr mamma's husband is your father. 
Your papa's father is your grandfather. 
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Your papa's mother is your grandmo­

ther. 
Your mamma's father and mother are 

y,our gTa,ndfather and gr_andmother. 

Your papa's brother is your uncle. 

Your papa's sister is your aunt. 

Yoqr mammais brother and sister are 

your uncle and aunt. 
You are your uncle's nephew. 

Lucy is her uncle's niece. 

~our papa's and mamma's child is your 

brother or sister. 
Your uncle's and aunt's child is your 

t:ollsin. 
Brin_g grandpapa his stick to waJk 

l'Vlth .. -
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Set the arm chair by the fire for grand· 
mamma. 

Your aunt knit these stockings for you. 
Ask papa to play at hide and seek with 

you . 
. Hide yourself under mamma's apron. 

When your uncle comes you shall take 
a ride upon his horse. 

Divide your cake with your brothen1 
and sisters. 

,;v e will send for your cousins to play 
with you, and then we shall have all the 
family together. 

How many fingers have you got littlo 
boy? 
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Here are four fingers on this hand ; 

and what is this? Thumb. Four fingers 

and thumb, that makes five. And how 

many on the other hand? 
There are five too. 
What is this? 
This is the right hand. 
And this? This is the left hand. 

And how many toes have you got? 

Let us count. 
Five upon this foot, and five upon this 

foot. 
Five and five make ten; ten fingers 

and ten toes. 
How many legs Ji ave you? 

Here is one, and here is another. 

Charle3 h,as two legs. 
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Ho.,:w many legs has a horse? 
A horse has four legs. 
And how many has a dog? 
Four; and a cow has four; and a sheep 

has four; and puss has four. 
And how many legs have the chickens?. 
Go and look. 
The chickens have only two legs. 
And the linnets, and the robins, and all 

the birds, have only two legs. 
But I will tell you what birds have 

got; they have got wings to fly with, ~.pd 
they fly very high in the air. 

Charles has no wings. 
No, because Charles is not a bird. 
Charles has got bands. Cows have no 

hands, and birds have no -b~qds. 
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Have birds teeth? No, they have no 

teeth.' 
How do they eat their victuals then ? 
Birds l1ave got a bill. Look at the 

chickens ; they pick up the corn i,n their 

little bills. See how fast they pick it 

up. 

I-low many legs have fishes? 
Fishes have no legs at all. 
How do they walk then? 

They do not walk, they swim about 

in the water; they live always iu the 

vater. 
Charles could not live under the water. 

No, because Charles is not a fish. 
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Here is a fish that somebody has caught. 
Poor little fish ! throw it on the grass. 
See how it flounces about! It has a hook 
in its gills. Take it by the tail. It is 
slippery; you cannot hold it. See, these 
are fins. It has got fins to swim with ; 
and it has scales, and sharp teeth. It will 
be dead soon. It cannot stir any more. 

Now it is quite <lead. The fish dies 
because it is out of water, and Charles 
would die if he were in the ·water. 

What has Charles got to keep him 
warm? 

Charles has got a frock and warm pet­
ticoats. 
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And what have the poor sheep got; 

·have they petticoats? 

The sheep have got wool, thick warm 

wool. Feel it. O, it is very comforta­

ble ! That is their petticoat. 

The shepherd takes gTeat care of the 

sl1eep; he often plays bis pipe while they 

are feeding. 
And what have horses got ? 

Horses liave got long hair; and cows 

have hair. 
And what have birds got? 

Birds have got feathers; soft, clean 

shining- feathers. 
Birds build nests in trees ; nests are 

their houses. 
The wolf has a den : that i, his house. 

C 
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The dog has a kennel. 
The bees live in a hive. 
'The pigs Ii ve in a sty. 
Can you climb a tree ? No. 
But you must learn then. 
As soon as you have trousers, you must 

learn to climb trees. 
Ask puss to teach you ; she can climb. 

See, how fast she climbs ! She is at the 
top. She wants to catch birds. Pray, 
puss, do not take the little birds that sing 
so merrily ! She has got a sparrow in 
l1er mouth. She has eaten it all up. No, 
here are two or three feathers upon the 
ground all bloody. Poor sparrow. 
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The dog· barks,-thc hog grunts,-the 

pig· squeaks,-the horse neighs,-the cock 

crows,-the ass brays,-the cat purrs,­

the kitten mews,-the bull bellows,-the 

cow lows,-the calf bleats,-Sheep bleat, 

-the lion roars,-the wolf how ls,-the 

tiger growls,-the fox barks,-Mic~ 

sq ueak,-the frog croaks,-the sparrow 

chirps,-the swallow twitters,.-the rook 

caws,-the bittern booms,-the pigeon 

cooes,-the turkey gobbles,-the peacock 

screams,-the beetle hums.-the grass­

hopper chirps,-the duck quacks,-the 

goose cackles,-Monkeys chatter,-the 

owl hoots,-the screech-owl shrieks,-the 

snake hisses,-Charles talks. 

c2 
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What is that spot of green light under the hedg.e? See, there is another, and another! Ah, they move ! how fast they run about! Is it fire? it is like wildfire; they are like little stars upon the ground. Take one of them in your hand, it wiH not burn you . 
How it moves about in my hand! my hand has fire in it. VV"hat is i t ? 
B r ing it into the house: bring it to the candle. 
Ah, it is a little worm; it hardly shines at all now. 
I t is called a g low-worm. 
D o not you k now the song of the faiA rics ? 

And when the sun <locs hide his bead, 
The g low- worm l i;lit'" us home to bed. 
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In some countries there are insects 
which fly about in the summer evenings, 
and give a great deal more lig·ht than the 
glow~worm : you may see to read by two 
or three of them together. They ar<3 
called fire-flies. 

A fine larg·e moth ·has flown into the 
room. 

He flutters about the candle; the light 
a ttrads him. 

Pray do not burn yourself pretty 
moth! 

Put him away with your hand. 
He will come again: I cannot hinder 

him. 
He has scorched his long slender feel~ 

ers, and his silvery wings. 
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Why will you burn yourself, poor 
moth? 

He will not be wise; he flies quite into 
the candle. 

He is burnt to death. 
The silly moth did not know what 

would hurt him. 
No more do some little boys. 

Kites and hawks eat chickens. 
Spiders make cobwebs; they cakh flies 

in them, and eat them up. 
Ow ls fly in the night. 
Butchers kill sheep. 
The carpenter makes tables and boxes. 
You shall have a box, with a lock and 

key to it. 
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The carpenter has a saw, and a chisel, 

and a plane, and an adze, and a gimblet, 

and a turn-screw, and a hatchet, and a 

file, and a vice, and pincers, and a ham­

mer, and nails, and a mallet. 

Charles's wooden horse is broken. 

Well, take it to the carpenters ; let 

him mend it. 
Charles has fallen down and broken his 

head. 
Shall I take it to the carpenter's ? 

No, silly boy ! carpenters do not mend 

heads. 

Shoemakers make shoes. 

Old people wear spectacles. 

Good boys love to read . 
The barber shaves. 
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Come, papa, sit down; you must have 
your beard shaved. 

Here is the soap, and the basin, and the 
razor. 

Barber, do not cut papa. 

Shall we go into the garden, and see 
the flowers, and the apple-trees, and n1n 
about in the gravel walk? 

Where is your roller ? Come, roll the 
walk. 

Work well, and perhaps I may give 
you a halfpenny a day. Every body works 
but little babies; they cannot work. 

If you are a good boy, you shall have 
a little garden of your own, and a spade 
to dig with, and a hoe, and a ruke, and a 
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little wheel-barrow ; and pray do not let 

me see any weeds in your garden? pull 

them all up. And you must have a little 

hedg·e about it, else the pigs will get in and 

spoil it. And you must go to the gar­

dener, and say, Pray give me some seeds ; 

and you must sow them. You must make 

a little hole in the ground, and put them 

in, and cover them up with m_ould, and 

they will grow. Here is some cress and 

mustard seed. Sow it, and we shall have 

a salad. Water your garden. Charles, 

look at this gooseberry bush; it was but 

so high when we put it in the ground, 

and now it is a great deal taller; it is so 

hi g 11. 
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The g0oseberry bush grows. 
Does Charles grow ? 
Yes; Charles could not rea~h the table 

once, and now he can reach higher a 
great <lea1. 

Is 1.he table talJer than it was a great 
while ago P 

No ; the table does not grow. 
Why does not the table grow, Charles? 

See, I have brought you something 
very pretty : look n t this large roUI <l 
giass which is filled with water. 

Ha ! here are fi:h in it; heaHtifol, 
sh injng fi sh, with wLite, and crimson, aud 
purple, and gold-coloured scales . '] .. 'hey 
are gold and silver fish. 
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How they swim about ! how large they 

]o'ok when they are at the other end of 

the glass ! See ! see, now this fish looks 

as big again as it did just now. 

That is because you see it through the 

water. 
Are these fish found in the rivers ? 

They are not found in our rivers; 

these gold and silver fish come from a 

great way off; they come from China. 

Will they live in this glass? 

Yes; and they will live almost without 

eating any thing' at all. Sometimes they 

eat a little bread, but the water is nou­

rishment enough for them for a long 

while. 
They are very tender, and easily killed. 



60 INSTRUCTIVE LESSONS 

Sometimes a hail-storm or a thunder cloud 
going over them will kill them in their 
own country. 

Now set them in the window in the 
warm sun. 

Here is a lady bird upon a leaf. It is 
red, and has black spots. Ah ! it has 
wings. It has flown away. '.rhere is a 
black beetle. Catch it. How fast it 
runs. Where is it gone ? Into the 
ground. It makes a little hole and runs 
into the ground. 

Worms live in the ground. 

The Ass is a very patient animal, and 
therearemanypeoplewho would not be a .. 
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ble to get their bread, unless it helped thern 

in their work by baaring great and heavy 

burdens. .And there are some places 

where the hills are very high, and it is 
very hard and dang·erous to travel over 

the narrow roads along their sides, and 

there the poor careful ass will find its 

way better than any man, and will carry 

the traveller on its back from one ridge 

of rocks to another, and never either 

stumble or slip. Many hundred years 

ago they were used for riding by persons 
of great dignity, but they were larger 

and handsomer than those we see now, 

in these parts of the world. There 

are two little boys yonder on a very pret­

ty ass, but they have been beating him, 
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w hieh is naughty, and their little sister 
is telling them so, which is very good of 
her. I wonder how people can be so 
cruel to such patient animals. I could 
tell you a great many things about them 
if we had time, which wonld make you 
think they ought to be treated well. For 
do you know, that they are not only rea­
dy to bear all the burdens ·you choose to 
put upon them, but wiU suffer hunger and 
thirst for a long· time, and keep on work­
ing, and never refuse to carry their mas­
ter, till they sink down and die. This is 
very good indeed of them, and it is a great 
wonder that people are not more kind tq 
the poor beasts, and, instead of treating 
them so badly, do not feed them better, 
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and give them good water, and fresh 
grass, whenever they can spare them a 
little time from their work. I hope if 
Robert has a donkey, he will be very 
kind to it when he has done riding, and 
see that it has a good bed of clean straw, 
and when it is grown old, that it is not 
made to work very hard, but left to feed 
in the green fields and meadows, which 
it ought to do, after it has laboured as 
many years as it could. If he do not do 
so, he will not deserve to have a donkey, 
and I dare say never will. 

It is cold, Charles! very cold! Pray 
what do you call it wh nit is so cold? 
They call it winter, you know. I won-
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der what those poor little boys do that 
have no fire to go to, and no shoes 
and stockings to keep them warm, and 
no good papas and mammas to take 
care of them and give them victuals. 
Poor little boys ! Do not cry, Charles, 
for here is a half-penny, and when you 
see OI?e of those poor little boys you shall 
give it him ; he will go and buy a roll 
with it, for he is very hungry; and he 
will say, Thank you, Charles, you are 
very g·ood to me. 

I will tell you what, Charles; it will 
he a great deal colder soon, and sn ow 
will come down . T hen the pretty li ttle 
r obins will come and fly against the vin­
dow. Open the window. Well, what 
<lo you want, little rohin ? Only a few 
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crumbs of bread. Give him some crurnbs 
and he will hop, hop nbout the padour, 
and sit upon the top of the screen, and 
sing-0 he will sing all the day long· ! 
Now pray do not let that wicked cat 
take him. No, puss! you must g·o and 
catch mice, you shall not eat poor robin. 
There was a cruel naughty boy once-I 
will tell you a story about him. 

There was a naug·hty boy ; I do not 
know what his name was, but it was not 
Charles, nor George, nor Arthur, for 
those are all very pretty names : but 
there was a robin came in at his window 
one very cold morning-shiver-shiver, 
-and its poor little heart was almost fro • 
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zen to death. And he would not give it 
the least little crumb of bread in the 
world, but pulled it about by the tail, 
and hurt it sadly, and it died. Now a 
little while after the naughty boy's papa 
and rnamma went away and left him~ and 
then he could not take care of himself. 
So he went about to every body-Pray 
give me something to eat, I am very hun­
gry. And every body said No, we shall 
give you none, for we do not love cruel, 
naughty boys. So he went about from 
one place to another, till at last he got 
into a thick wood of trees ; for he did 
not know how to find his way to any place 
he knew; and then it grew dark, quite 
dark night. So he sat down and cried 



FOR CHILDREN. 67 

sadly ; and he could not get out of the 

wood; and I believe he would have died, 

if his cries had not been heard by a poor 

man who was passing that way, and who 

was so kind as to take him home to hiR 

house. So that if the po or man had been 

as cruel to him, as he was to the robin, 

the naughty boymusthavedied in the wood. 

I will tell you another story. 

There was a little boy ; he was not 

a big boy, for if he had been a big· 

boy, I suppose he would have been 

wiser; hut this was a little boy, not high­

er than the table, and his papa and mam­

ma sent him to school. It was a very 

pleasant morning; the sun shone, and the 
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b irds sung on the trees. Now this little 
boy did not much love his book, for he 
was but a silly little boy, as I told you ; 
and he had a great mind to play instead 
of going to school. And he saw a bee 
fly in g about, first upon one flower, and 
t hen upon another : so he said, Pretty 
bee ! will you come and play with me ? 
But the bee said, N o, I must not be idle; 
I must go and gather honey. Then the 
l ittle boy met a dog, and he said, Dog ! 
will you play with me? But the dog 
said, No, I must not be idle; I am going 
t o catch a hare for my master's dinner, I 
must make haste and catch it. Then the 
little boy went by a hay-rick, and he saw 
a bird pulling some hay out of the hay-
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rick, and he said, B ird ! will you come 
and play with me? But the bird said, 
No, I must not be idle ; I must g·et some 
hay to build my nest with, and some moss, 
and some wool.' S o the bird flew away. 
Then the little boy saw a horse, and he 
~aid, Horse l will you play wi~h me? 
But the horse said, No, I must not be 
idle; I must go and plough, or else there 
will 'be no corn to make bread of. Then 
the little boy thought with himself, 
What, is nobody idl e? then little boys 
must not be idle neither. So he made 
haste, and went to school, and learned his 
l esson very well, and the master said he 
was a very good boy. 

F a rewell ! good ni ght. 



70 INSTRUCTIVE LE:SSONE FOR CH lLDRE1 . 

Charles, what a clever thing it is to 

read! a little while ago, you know, you 

could only read little words; and you 

were forced to spell them-c.-a-t, cat; 

d-o-g, dog. Now you can read pretty 

lessons, and I am going to write you 

soIPe, called "More· Instructive Lessons 

for Little Children," which you shall 

have when you are a good boy, to read to 

malnma. 

THE END. 

Arth,1r Iho11gh, Printer, K iddermini lcr, 
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itc,." (:\ llillbhil!.J !lkr,·111")·) 



.l 








