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MOTIVE

WITH a view to enlarging our present field of
happiness, we wish to write what might be.

We are of the opinion that about 11,000 years
ago there was a deluge or revolution of seas and
wrinkling of the shell of the earth, and that the sur-
vivors of that cataclysm were our ancestors and
the connecting link between the past and present
eons. We also believe that the isolated inhabitants
of Geyserland, like ourselves, were survivors of
that antediluvian period.

These Geyserlanders, not being influenced by
many of the conditions that have affected us, make
an interesting study, and we purpose to contrast
their system with ours by relating the experiences
of an English castaway who passed several years
in Geyserland.

Geyserland was a community where, through
numberless wars, famines, pestilences, and iniqui-
ties, principles were evolved partially resembling
those preached in “ The Sermon on the Mount,”
and impractically practiced by the Pentecost and
Arian Communities, and many modern monastic
associations. We also wish to show that the failure
of these historic communities was the result of the
personnel, the environments, and the conditions,
rather than the falseness of the theory.

The praising and recording of successful noble
acts we believe to be an essential element toward
high culture, and we wish to show that a greater
happiness is attained by such as love their race, in
contrast to such as concentrate their affections upon
individuals.






PROLOGUE

“Use gentle words! for who can tell the blessings they impart?
How oft they fall (as Manna fell) on some nigh fainting heart.
In lonely wilds, by light-winged birds, rare seeds have oft been sown,
And hope has sprung from gentle words, where only griefs had
grown.”

EARLY in my life my father told me he would
give me whatever I asked for, if I would remem-
ber to only ask for what I should have. This was
humorous; however, my father lived up to the
spirit of his contract.

When about seventeen years of age, I told him
that I should like to go abroad and study to be a
professional artist.

“If you insist, you may go,” he replied; “ but
my suggestion would be, that instead of being a
professional artist, you study to be an amateur
artist. The banker, George Grote, was a historian;
and the surgeon, Oliver Wendell Holmes, was an
eminent writer; you also can lead a dual career.
Go, learn the fundamental principles of your art,
then return and I will make you an officer in one
of my manufacturing companies. In this way you
will have two strings to your bow, with plenty of
time for both.”

But with an assurance founded on my youth and
ignorance, and a confidence based upon physical
strength and determination, I decided to stake all
—to win or lose all—in an artistic career.

My father died the following year, leaving me
a large fortune. Ten years later in Paris, ten years
of hard work, I regretted that I had not followed
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his advice. I was discouraged by the manner in
which my artistic performances were received by
the press and by my professional colleagues, and I
realized that I was too old to begin a commercial
career. I felt as useless as a blind window in the
wall of a church, and was wretched with the idea
of eating the bread of idleness and throwing away
what might have been a useful life.

1 had a classmate, Jacques Roussel, from Nor-
mandy, who, from the beginning of my art career
in Paris, had been a close companion in all my
studies. One night at a students’ ball, where
models, quasi-models, and others joined with us
for merriment, Jacques introduced his brother
Xavier to me. He made me know all the pretty,
lively girls, and, with the fellowship of frolicking
friends, we enjoyed ourselves. Toward morning
I asked him his occupation and learned that he was
a waiter at a quiet restaurant in the neighborhood
of the ‘“ Gobelins,” a quarter of Paris unfrequented
by English or Americans. This good fellow was
supporting his brother Jacques during his art
studies. He was intellectually alert, and under-
stood the conditions of the society that surrounded
him. He realized, also, his own limitations.

I have always sought to discover treasures in odd
places, and a few days later I visited the restaurant
where Xavier was employed. I was not greeted
by “ Tiens! le grand Richard ” (Hello! big Dick) ;
but by a most correct servant, who showed me to
a desirable seat and recommended to me—“ Mon-
sieur "—those dishes he knew to be the most palat-
able in the cuisine. He was a Frenchman, hence
he was an actor; he was a waiter, hence he sought
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to give an imitation of a perfect waiter. Shake-
speare says.:
“ All the world’s a stage,
And all the men and women merely players.”

We would elaborate on the significance of this
word ‘“ player.” Some players are creatures of
impulse, others creatures of imitation. The first—
the man of instinct—no more sacrifices himself
than does the child playing tag. He is a man act-
ing with all sincerity as he sees the right, capable
of initiative when he recognizes the necessity for
invention. The second, the imitator’s role, usually
demands the element of self-effacement. He acts
with all the acumen of one who is capable of per-
forming a commendable part, and with a desire to
excel in it.

Xavier, like most Frenchmen, enjoyed this
double personality. The evening we met, Xavier
and I had been on terms of equality and drunk out
of the same glass; now he was playing another
part, on a different stage. Obsequious civility was
expected of him, just as physical strength is ex-
pected of a blacksmith. Civilities, like good sauce,
make a restaurant’s renown. I cherish the memory
of Xavier both as a waiter and as a friend.

Many days later he made me known to a client
of the establishment, an interesting gentleman
about forty years of age, with a pinched face
and care-worn look—a Mr. Peter Seaton, an
American.

Peter Seaton was a social misfit; he had made
a bad shot at happiness. His father, a wealthy res-
ident of Hartford, of the bondholder caste, had
brought him up with all the old-time unconven-
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tional New England comforts, and, dying, left him
a vast fortune, with but little to do save to cut oft
coupons. At Yale he had been popular, and nick-
named “the philosopher,” because he bore upon
his forehead a defiance that challenged all super-
stition. When confronted with a dogma or tenet
he was ever ready to use that experimental ration-
alism which has been approved in all departments
of science. It was only necessary to tell him of
some unlucky omen—breaking looking-glasses,
crossing fingers, or opening umbrellas in the house
—to have him essay it to show its fallacy. Appre-
ciating the fact that his father’s ability, aided by
his mother’s economy, had left him financially
independent, to gratify them he early in life mar-
ried the handsome sister of one of his classmates.

Mrs. Seaton was a product of that species of her
race that has been evolved from loveless marriages.
When she had married for money, and her home
had been secured, with a dashing, unscrupulous
cunning she strove to better her social position.
Mrs. Seaton was as pure as snow. No breath of
scandal ever gave her husband cause for com-
plaint; but of intellectual sympathy he received
none. In this respect she was absolutely false to
him. Mrs. Seaton took society as it is; Mr. Sea-
ton desired it only as it should be. Her life was
governed mainly by social ambition. His was lived
for the real appreciation of its surroundings and
comforts, with a hearty sympathy and a commend-
able desire of securing like enjoyments to as many
others as possible.

There is much truth in Swift's saying, “ There
would be fewer unhappy marriages in the world
if women would think less of making nets and



"PROLOGUE 15

more of making nests.” A wife who seeks to make

home happy by efforts to please the vanity of her
husband, with well-organized entertainments and
elegant appointments, sometimes loses sight of the
main objects of household supervision—the healthy
comforts of good beds, delicious food, comfortable
chairs, with clean, attentive servants. To a prac-
tical man, or to a philosopher like Peter Seaton,
these foundations of home were the most essential.

Mr. Seaton had no pretensions to be considered
more fashionable, or in any way better than he ac-
tually was; but Mrs. Seaton and their only daugh-
ter, Henrietta, were masterpieces of that self-satis-
fied but unpraised and envied class of women called
“snobs.” As his daughter grew older the state of
affairs became worse. He said he had no time (he
meant no talent) for society’s small talk or twad-
dle. “What is the use of talking to any one unless
you can make that one your confidant?” He found
himself always in the way and not wanted. Old!
He was not old. It was the number of times he
had kept his temper that had traced the wrinkles
on his face. He never tried to dominate his wife;
on the contrary, she tried to humiliate him, often
nagging and criticising him, and in this manner
his daughter and their exclusive fashionable friends
followed her example. He was isolated, although
he was in his own home. Solitude is not necessarily
living alone; it is living with others who are not
interested in us.

Mr. Seaton had not the Buddhist desire to * ac-
quire merit” by being imposed upon. His dash
for freedom was as generous as it was original.
He put into the hands of a Parisian banker a por-
tion of his bonds, an inconsiderable sum, but suffi-
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cient to last him for his life; wrote a note to his
wife and daughter, enclosing a power of attorney
and the key to his vaults, and soon found himself
in Paris, where, as he said, his hat covered his fam-
ily and roofed his home! He became the friend of
the lowly, and said that if the Devil had any more
traps for him he could not bait them with ladies.
He was no longer a believer in matrimony. A pic-
ture has a right to choose the frame that fits it best.
At another time he said, “ If I were a woman I
hardly know of a man whose wife I should like to
be—TI do not know that I should have liked to have
been my own; but I should never have treated an
enemy with the ignominy I have received from my
wife.”

A man wants no fetters before the age of forty.
Property, wives, household establishments and
children all seem mere flukes to his anchors—
hindrances to his liberties. Girls, on the contrary,
are when young most bewitching. The romantic
period of a man’s life is twice as long as that of a
woman’s. A woman is in her prime from fifteen
to thirty-five—a man from fifteen to fifty-five; a
man is no more an old bachelor at fifty-five than a
woman is an old maid at thirty-five. 1f a man can
so arrange as to live to see his legitimate grand-
children he has had enough of marriage and life’s
joys and sorrows.

Mrs. Seaton was willing to give her soul to tri-
fles, although she had all the requisites of being a
social leader, except that most essential of all, the
noble motive. She was a member of the most fash-
ionable church, whose coarse, sagacious rector,
with a half-nurtured intellect, had opinions to suit
those whom he wished to conciliate on all religious,
moral, social, or political questions. By this
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mental astuteness he managed to hold his position
at the head of his fashionable parish, which was
little else than an “exclusive social club.” His
parishioners were recognized as being the correct
leaders of a generally supposed sterling upper
“social set,” whereas his parish was really a refuge
for human drones—“a paradise of fools” or a
hypocritical “shoddy,” “silver-plated,” “brum-
magem ” imitation of the real thing, both social
and religious. Winwood Reade wrote in “ The
Martyrdom of Man,” “ What a state of society is
this in which ‘ free-thinker’ is a term of abuse.
. Worship is a conventionality, churches are
bonnet shows—shabby genteel salons, where the
parochial at home is given, and respectable trades-
men exhibit their daughters in wooden stalls.”

Emerson wrote, “ The rulers of society must be

up to the work of the world.” *
* * * * *

One morning, while at luncheon, Mr. Seaton,
alluding to a picture I was painting of Socrates for
the Salon, observed :

“ Do you think Socrates will be forgotten if you
do not paint him for this year’s Salon?”

* Mark Stubble said this about society: “It is a mistake to assume
that the grand principle of refinement, at present so little in evidence,
is really dying. It is only in a state of lethargy. The time will surely
come when the few noble characters who cherish convictions of refine-
ment will reassert the correct principle as a true standard for an aris-
tocracy. No community should exist without an aristocracy. This
superior class should receive the respect and be imitated because of the
noble qualities in their characters.

‘“ At the time of William the Conqueror the aristocracy of the con-
tinent had evolved from ‘Robber Barons’ But he, believing that an
aristocracy should be based on family and wealth, installed the peerage
of England with the ‘gentleman’ and the ‘lady’ as the standard.
The term ‘gentleman’ is derived from °¢gens’—family—as is also
generous; and its correlative term ‘lady’ was synonymous with ‘ bread-
giver,’ because only the ladies of the manor or feudal castle who were the
loaf-wardens or bread-keepers were in a position to be bountiful or
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« §ocrates forgotten,” I replied, “ might be hap-
pier than Socrates remembered by my perform-
ance. I chose that subject merely to show how
well I can paint the half-nude fragments. I wish
it to be rumored that a new master has come to
town.”

“Master of what?” demanded Mr. Seaton,
“beauty or skill?”

¢« Skill.”

“ My dear young friend, don’t forget the ob-
jective haven in becoming too much interested in
the methods of getting there. You remember the
inland commoners of England who went to war
with Charles I. about the ‘ship tax,” but forgot the
cause of the dispute in the excitement of the fight-
ing. The inland boroughs still pay the ship tax’
Good painting without any other object in view
is as useless as a treadmill. The highest func-
tion of art, mark you, is to collect, to select, and
arrange what Nature has given us. She furnishes
the gem, but art must attend to the polishing and
setting.”

I wish to pay the world a tribute for my ex-
istence,” I said, “ and I believe to do this I should
create something that will sell; if others are will-

generous. To-day it is impossible to accept family and wealth as a
standard of refinement. Millionaire is not synonymous with refine-
ment. The progress of ethics has already shown the advantages of
the divorce of church and state, and now this same progress demands
the divorce of prominent political statecraft and social standards of
refinement.

“A fraternity will exist among aristocratic people of all countries;
like Masons they will recognize each other when others cannot.

“TIt should be an important function of the aristocrats to be on the
alert to welcome everyone worthy of joining this highest circle, but a
social leader should stand ever ready to challenge all aspirants to prove
their worthiness before admission, because every aristocrat should con-
sider himself responsible for the evil actions of his acquaintances. The
ladies of society should stand forth for truth. The gentlemen should
be ever alert to protect them from imposture.”
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ing to pay it proves that the thing is wanted and
that in creating it I am being of use to the world.”

Mr. Seaton, uncommercial man in a commer-
cial age, muttered something that was not flatter-
ing about ““ shopkeepers.”

“Wanted by whom?” he asked. “ Abraham
told Isaac to acquire what others needed, then to
sell it at a profit. Your standards of the artistic
might be studied, and altered to the advantage of
the world. You wish to exhibit in the Salon for
notoriety, and to sell the object of that notoriety
in order to assure yourself that your career is
noble. Bosh! What is this Salon? Is it like the
Olympian games; or is it a show of technical skill,
where the draughtsman exhibits his skill in de-
picting form, and the painter in rendering texture?
I believe it is simply a coterie of artists organized
for the benefit of themselves to perpetuate their
own methods. Their art has degenerated to the
level of a sport; they annually exhibit their works
to show their dexterity, in the same way that men
attend regattas and coach parades to show their
ability in sailing or driving.

“To the point,” he continued, “ what is the re-
lation of this Salon to the love of the @sthetic?
What is the value of this much-sought-after re-
nown? Who are the judges of the appropriate
and the beautiful? Certainly not a lot of un-
washed painters who are notorious for preferring
dexterously painted fragments of the nude, resem-
bling amateur photographic snap-shots, to untram-
meled inspirations or designs combining grace and
beauty. A man has a right to be tried by his peers.
But you remember Pliny’s story of the five statues
of the Amazons on the Temple of Diana at
Ephesus, each carved by a celebrated sculptor.
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When it was left for these same sculptors to decide
the most meritorious statue, each voted for his own,
and the prize was awarded to the one selected for
second place. .

“If there is nothing in art but technical skill,”
continued Mr. Seaton, “then fellow-workers
could judge; but if it is an appeal to the very
highest strata of culture and refinement, then let
the unprofessional connoisseur be heard; for I be-
lieve it is impossible that an artist can be a good
critic, because of his utter lack of sympathy
and enthusiasm. He is always a doctrinaire, the
exponent of some fad outside the cognizance of a
genuine critic. The critic is an analyzer, and is
useful in proportion to the enthusiasm and sym-
pathy which the beautiful evokes in his tempera-
ment. A professional critic has'a right to demand
of an artist that he be a master of correct work-
manship, that his taste can be trusted in regard to
the beautiful and appropriate, that he is capable of
elaborating and decorating such schemes as are
presented to him, and that he should ennoble his
work with love and mystic depth.

“ Personally, I believe that artists, like doctors
and plumbers, will be judged by laymen. Com-
petition applies to them as it does to the makers
of pies and biscuit. The Salon was originally
held in the King’s palace; hence the name. The
court was composed of the most highly cultured
people, and their approval meant success. Dra-
matic art has not been developed by the criticisms
of actors, but by the applause of the most critical
people of culture. There will always be an ele-
ment of cruelty about an atmosphere where all
are as alert to condemn as they are to praise; but,
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mark you, from a progressive point of view the
best atmosphere is the one in which the highest
type of excellence will develop. To illustrate this.
A good-natured English audience will praise the
effort of a painstaking young singer and lightly
pass over her false notes. At La Scala the first
false note results in her being hissed from the stage,
regardless of tears and efforts. The consequence
15, that a Milanese reputation is a thing of value,
whereas no one cares for an artistic reputation
made in London.”

« But I want a rational, tangible token of my
success,” I interrupted.

“Do you mean selling?” he snapped at me.
‘“ Beautiful objects have always been of value. Art
has not degenerated, but the public has been forced
to accept trivial performances in lieu of greater
ones. The world has always been ready to recog-
nize the distinction between good and bad, un-
happily much more quickly than a distinction be-
tween right and wrong. Approach the market for
the good—and you’ll be on the turnpike to immor-
tal fame.

“ Note the travels of a work of art. It leaves the
artist’s studio, goes to a patron or to a dealer; it
1s mixed with other chosen works; it is resold, and
if worthy eventually finds itself where it aptly be-
longs, in some public gallery. Mark you, eminent
men are recognizing that when they die the only
thing they are to be remembered by is what they
leave to others, and a memorial, such as a noble
work of art, is becoming more popular every day.
These patrons of art all buy or strive to get the
best. Old art, by having withstood the test of
constant criticism, is unquestionably entitled to a
respect which should be charily given to modern
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works, hence the love of old masters—the old story
the survival of the fittest. Where are now the
works of the three hundred pupils of Titian? A
fleet is as fast as its slowest ship, a chain as strong
as its weakest link, but a school of artists will be
judged by it most brilliant members, and their
work only will survive.”

“You are right in theory,” I said, “but the
praise of an interested dealer and the mushroom
reputation gained through the press have become
tremendous sources of profit and encouragement.”

“ Artistic productions should be such as give
pleasure to those who create them as well as to
those for whom they are created,” replied Mr.
Seaton. ‘“The artist must first perceive what is
needed, then love to do it; but, above all, have the
capacity to do it; for as Lowell wrote, ‘ It is not
the singer’s wish that makes the song.’ I envy
you your dexterity in your craft. I often feel that
my ideas are as choice and beautiful as those of
Shakespeare, but I cannot express them as well.
The curse of our time is that penny-a-liners, who
can write, think that they can think. Mark you,
nine-tenths of humanity are imitators, but ninety-
nine one-hundredths of artists are imitators.
‘There are few voices in the world, but many
echoes.” When the school of Boucher had refined
painting to a flimsy state of washed-out color and
stereotyped forms, it was most fortunate that Char-
din appeared upon the scene with his materialistic
pots and pans, fruits and vegetables. But like a
tuning-fork, one Chardin is enough for any one
school. The public does not need paintings galore
of dead fish nor disgusting interiors of slaughter-
houses. It is when we create a thing which makes
the world happier that we have accomplished a
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stroke of genius. The world is always ready for
another artist who has the sagacity of originality.
Brunnelleschi, the originator of the Italian Re-
naissance, antagonized the poltroon feelings of the
imitator and presented to the Florentines what
they needed when he designed their Cathedral,
and did it so well that Michael Angelo a hundred
years later, when asked to revise the plan for the
Cathedral’s completion, refused to do so, saying
that they must get a better artist than he to improve
it. Let it be understood that to deviate from the
trodden path is the birthright of all mankind.
Gregarious humanity has thousands of frontiers-
men or pioneers in every direction, from the men-
tal recluse in his lonely attic to the fearless
scientific explorer in the canyon’s depths, and from
the rare singer to the wizard decorator. All at-
tempts to force these honest, valiant spirits back
into the ranks of life would be the death-knell of
originality. William Morris, a philistine, was
not recognized by the professional artists’ asso-
ciations of his time; nevertheless, he developed
more art than any man since the old goldsmith
pre-Raphaelite Florentine; he never saw an artis-
tic creation without thinking how he could make
something more beautiful. The Prince Consort,
with his South Kensington Museum, has done
more during the last thirty vears to advance the
artistic feeling in industrial England than the
Royal Academicians have in a hundred and thirty
years—as modern English wall-paper and faiences
demonstrate. The appreciation of the beautiful
is the cornerstone of the artistic. The @sthetic
is the link of love between the Creator and the
created. Do not confuse Science and Art. Science
is the correct knowledge of Nature, whereas Art
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is the happy combination of nature interpreted by
man and manipulated by his schemes, ingenuity
and skill. In other words, art is the @sthetic in
nature as evinced by a man’s mind. Do not con-
found the marvelous with the artistic. Our art
galleries are to show what art has been able to per-
form—the making of the beautiful. Our museums
are to show curiosities, works of marvelous dex-
terity, samples of early innovations.” )

“In plain words,” I said, “you believe that
there is no straight road to success? ”

“'There is not,” replied Mr. Seaton. “ There
is no rule for excelling in art, such as the Golden
Rule which regulates moral actions. All systems
of classifying art are belittling. Certain profes-
sors and men whose chief enjoyment is in teaching
others, think they have what their masters, cen-
turies ago, knew enough not to search for—a sys-
tem. They have tried to reduce all the methods
of artistic skill into fixed rules which they desig-
nate as classical, and which they adopt in order
that the standards of tastes may be universally es-
tablished. Fixed standards and ideals are only
mythical moving creations of men who crave for
law and order, the outcome of which would give
results like unto peas in a pod or pins in a paper.
This is atrocious. The only standard of good
taste should be that which our most refined ele-
ment deems charming. Old classical paths, like
mausoleums, may be beautiful, but they lack the
live and progressive spirit of the age. Foolish
are any systems that compel poets or artists to con-
form to rules, tenets, canons, or standards. Those
who follow cannot lead. Artists are standard-
bearers of progress and are little children—the
multi-multiplied great-grandchildren of the Al-
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mighty, the original artist. The fine arts should
be ever emblematic of liberty and originality.
Artists should be priests of Nature, and should
embody the beauty of those who love Nature.
“One success outweighs a hundred failures.””

‘“ Please clear my mind,” I said, “ about some
of those modern innovations. As an art critic
where would you place a perfect wax representa-
tion of a friend?”

‘“ Art is Nature on a minor scale,” Mr. Seaton
quickly replied. ‘‘ An artist dignifies certain quali-
ties by sacrificing others. The Greek sculptor
omitted the pupil of the eye, thereby sacrificing ex-
pression to accentuate the pure beauty of the form.
A duplicate has not the charm of an artistic ren-
dering. A beautiful thought is more quickening
when expressed in the unnatural language of verse
than when spoken in prose. To fool the eye is
no more the function of an artist than to mimic
is the sphere of a musician.

“There are two distinct stages in creation—
first, the conception and starting; second, the re-
fining and perfecting. He who has the concep-
tion deserves greater glory than he who but refines
and elaborates. James Watts, a breaker of paths
with his primitive steam engine, will always be
remembered as more eminent than his successors
who have brought the details of his invention to
their present high standard. As for drawing—in
the future, whenever scientific accuracy is more
desired than artistic merit, the process system
will prevail. The photographer will replace the
draughtsman in the same manner as Gerard, the
scribe and illuminator in Charles Reade’s “ The
Cloister and the Hearth,” had his career changed
by the process printing-press.”
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“ T don’t know what to do,” I said with tears ig
my eyes; “ please don’t discourage me any more.

“Ten thousand apologies, my boy!” he ex-
claimed. “I see I have been mistaken. I
thought possibly you wished to be a gentleman-
artist with a reputation for being original, made
by imitating well-known works. I believe in
you. I have seen others like you, with a yearning
desire to be of some service in the world. It is
hard for a rich young man to throw himself un-
restrainedly into a career of usefulness. Notice
how few men of worth to-day come from wealthy
parents. You deserve better luck, my lad. I be-
lieve you have it in you to do something for the
world. Go ahead. Don’t mind if your friends
find you lacking in stifling conventionalities. A
beneficial idea instigated by a single individual
if fortunate enough to reach and permeate the
masses means one step up the ladder of humanity’s
progress. It may be paradoxical, but it seems to
me as if some screw should be loose or loosened in
the machinery of society to permit genius to
achieve its end. A well-balanced man often
fails in being a great factor in great results.
‘ The race is not to the swift nor the battle to the
strong —* nor yet favor to men of skill, but time
and chance happeneth to them all,’ said Solomon.
But look, my boy, at the men whose skill has not
been rewarded by success. Time has not afforded
them a chance, nor has their skill ¢ found favor’
in the world’s judgment. Their most earnest ef-
forts spell failure. Note this encouraging item in
your profession. Lawyers, doctors, and clergy-
men have to have a diploma in order to practice
their professions. Whereas artists—literary, mu-
sical, or plastic—have only to produce one success-
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ful performance to be recognized in their profes-
sion. Stamp as well as you can what charms you
most upon a piece of canvas, and according to the
rules of the game of life you take your chance on
its being of value.”

“Thatisall right,” I said, “ but if I painted those
things in nature which fascinate me, such as the
nude, which I love as Rubens loved it, I know that
I should not be tolerated. My family, not my
conscience, makes a coward of me.”

“You must choose between your art and your
family,” he suggested in his quick, nervous way.
“Unless it is contrary to the interests of the com-
monweal, what Nature has joined together should
not be rent asunder. Art and society must ever
be at odds, for art stands for freedom—society for
conventions. Be honest with yourself at any price.
An independent bastard has many advantages in
the line of freedom over the legitimate member of
a respectable social set.”

“T certainly have the desire,” 1 interrupted;
“and in the name of pity, help me! My father
told me that a man’s shoulders were broad enough
and strong enough to carry all the troubles fate
sends to him, but it is not so. My own heart is
breaking; and men are dying every minute whose
burdens are greater than they can bear.”

“You must not be discouraged,” said Mr.
Seaton kindly. “Of all the horses that are en-
tered, trained, and ridden in the race, but one can
win and be famous. Those who fail are often
quite as useful as their illustrious and victorious
competitors. Note the men in history who have
done great things after shipwrecks and disasters.
Don’t be in a hurry. You don’t want to be like
that little hero, Louis II., of Hungary, who was
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born before he was expected, was married at the
age of twelve, was a father at thirteen, gray at
sixteen, and killed on the field of battle before he
was twenty-one!”’ .

With a feeble attempt at a smile, I told him such
anecdotes were amusing, but not so comforting as
his generous heart intended.

“Mark you,” said he, “intelligence, zeal and
power are not the only requisites necessary to raise
men from obscurity. Good art should demand
admiration even though the environments be bad
and the popular critics in vogue condemn it.
Greuze died of starvation, yet some of his pictures
are now worth almost their weight in diamonds.
Nobody can command success, but the advantages
of advertising must be recognized. The Bible
particularly recommends that a man should not
put his light under a bushel. I do not agree with
Emerson, who wrote, ‘ If 2 man should do a piece
of work incomparably better than his fellows, the
world will make a pathway to his door, though
he live in a forest” People must know what you
have for them, in the same way as a so-called
‘savage’ Bushman, when he has killed and cooked
any large game, stands before his hut and loudly
calls to all who are hungry to come and help them-
selves. So if you have anything that will benefit
mankind, proclaim it, hire a herald, ring the bell,
blow the horn. ¢ If gods we are, we should make
ourselves known.” Your feeling of discouragement
is natural. Courage which has originated from
despair may be an embryo of success. However,
mark me, that while to become famous and inci-
dentally recognized as a ‘social lion’ is cheering,
soothing, and reflectively delicious, yet a truly
great man of usefulness generally has mental acu-
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men enough to know that it is really immaterial
who gets the credit of a philanthropic work. Some
artists arrive at distinction early, others late. A
savage is in his prime at seventeen; Columbus dis-
covered America at fifty-eight; Humboldt started
to write ‘ Cosmos’ at the age of seventy-five and
lived to complete it. Corot never sold a picture
until sixty, and lived to make a fortune before
dying at seventy-eight. Puvis de Chavannes had
his pictures rejected at the Paris Salon for seven-
teen consecutive years, but later he became presi-
dent of that society and the leading mural deco-
rator of his time. Every successful person can be
eminent for only a portion of his life, as, a hod-
carrier is only good in youth and strength; a phi-
losopher, in old age, with experience.”
* * * * *

One Sunday I called at Mr. Seaton’s apartment
on the Rue des Petites Epingles (Little Pin
Street), and found him in a Scotch plaid dressing-
gown, slippers, and smoking-cap. Some people
dress for conventional propriety, others for the ad-
miration of their friends, and others to keep warm;
the last was evidently his scheme. It is a popular
belief that * free-thinkers” are unkempt, dingy,
and untidy; possibly this is from the lack of the
weekly “sprucing up ” that “ church-goers ” give
themselves each Sunday morning. The “ bearded ”
or barbarous were despised by the Greeks and
Romans, who considered neat personal appear-
ance a requisite of healthy manhood. Yet Soc-
rates, who dominated the intellect of his time, was
content with the appearance of a slouch. On the
contrary, Hadrian, who owned the Roman Em-
pire, was most particular about his appointments
and appearance.
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My friend had for a housekeeper a_healthy,
robust woman named Gabrielle, from Brittany—a
woman past the age of maximum beauty, who had
had her history and was now glad to work for a
man who always used gentle words.

Dear old Peter Seaton was happy in Gabrielle’s
society. To be a congenial companion it is not
necessary to have wealth, influence, or pedigree.
What is most needed is a kind heart and good
manners, with a certain amount of mental sym-
pathy. This good French girl possessed all these.
Whatever the relation in which they stand, a
woman should be the complement, rather than the
duplicate, of her mate, for a woman is not an
inferior man. Mr. Seaton was like the Duke of
Cambridge, who wanted a home, not a bazaar of
fashion.

“Listen to me seriously,” said my friend, after
a preliminary chat, “ there is a useful moral to be
noted in every man’s life. Your candor, frankness,
and love of honesty bespeak your Puritanical an-
cestry, your love of getting down to bed rock. A
Puritan should love the nude. You have not failed
in painting. You've got an indigestion of art.
You will yet do influential work. But get a
hobby, get a fad. You need a digression. You
say that your loves and ideas are at variance with
your family traditions; why do you not write a
book describing the man you would like to be?
Many people do two things better than one—as a
woman talks more interestingly when sewing, and
a man makes better bargains when whittling a
chip. You can publish your work anonymously
and continue your painting. In this way you will
be master of your own career and independent of
fate. What might be is a pleasant thing to paint,
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why not write it? To be practical, all imaginary
characters like Jean Valjean, Colonel Newcombe,
Pickwick, Don Quixote, Wilhelm Meister, and
many such have influenced more people benefi-
cially than millions of real men who have led
useful lives. Do not be discouraged in a new
field. Mark you, it is by cowardly proverbs
that the world has been perverted. Remember
Michael Angelo with the dome of St. Peter’s
and Leonardo and his ‘ Last Supper.” Neither
thought for a moment of ‘ lifting a calf daily,’ but
tried to carry the ox at once. Their efforts will
ever be remembered and classed in the first grade
of heroic art. Like them you may do a wonderful
work or tell a wonderful story, if you have the
story to tell and the courage to do it. This you
may do without preliminary education.”

“T dislike a weak-kneed turncoat,” said I,
whereupon Mr. Seaton spoke of the folly of con-
sidering people frail, or condemning their judg-
ment because they changed their opinions.

“Nobody benefits by succumbing,” he said.
“The idea of a captain going down with his ship
is the folly of a fool. Consider your existence as
sacred, have a purpose worthy of it, and don’t
waste it for a trivial whim or feeling, for where
success is impossible and failure is assured, then
try again—but try something else.”






CHAPTER 1
ADAM MANN

“If we could live without women, we should keep free from that
hindrance; but, since Nature has shown that it is as impossible to live
without, as it is disagreeable to live with them, let us sacrifice the
pleasure of life so short, to the good of the republic that it may last
forever.”—METELLUS NUMIDICUS.

PART of this chapter is given in the original lan-
guage used by Adam Mann, and written by him
on the margin of an old English Bible which
Professor Mark Stubble found at Stoveren, Hol-
land. The notes were made while Mann was in
Geyserland, with the hope that, in case he did not
return to Christendom, they might, by chance,
reach someone who would understand and value
the information recorded. His expectations were
realized, for the book fell into the hands of the
E})lskimos, from whom it passed to a Dutch whaling
ship.*

The margins and blank leaves of the old book
were closely covered with writing, done with an
instrument unknown to us. These quaint observa-
tions, including notes, memoranda, and conclu-
sions, were secured by Professor Stubble, who was
the first to appreciate their scientific importance.
He subsequently tried to arrange the items and
weave that which was obviously autobiographical
into some coherence and continuity. Before his
premature death he made considerable progress in

* Nore—In the latter part of the sixteenth century the English fitted
out several whaling expeditions for the northern portion of Baffin’s

Bay. The Dutch succeeded the English in these voyages early in the
seventeenth century.—ED.
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this work, which the lack of order or method on
the part of the narrator made difficult. Professor
Stubble also left records of many investigations,
both at Tenderton in England and at Plymouth in
Massachusetts.

“My parents having had eight children before
me, all of them girls, had already selected “ Nina’
as a name for their ninth; but circumstances over
which they had no control persuaded them to call
me * Adam ’—it being a suitable name for the first
male. It was a strange coincidence that I may have
been the first man born in England in the seven-
teenth century, as I have been informed that my ar-
rival took place a few moments after midnight on
the morning of January Ist, 1001.*

“My father is a man of importance and prop-
erty, Old Stone Hall, his home, and his adjoining
farms, be at Tenderton, in Kent, England. My
mother died during my babyhood and I, having
survived the experimental caring-for by all of my
eight sisters, each having original and untried
theories about the up-bringing of boy-babies,
seemed destined to live. Strange, but certain it is,
I waxed great in height and strength, and where I
came from there was not my equal in boxing, or
wrestling, no, not in ye whole of Kent nor in Sur-
rey. My father stinted no expense on my educa-
tion. I knew some Latin and Greek authors; I

*RICHARD HATFIELD’S CHRONOLOGICAL NOTES

Population of London, about 80,000.

Population of Paris, about 280,000.

Elizabeth was Queen of England.

Henri IV. reigned in France.

Cromwell, Blake, and Vandyke were each less than six years old.

Shakespeare was writing “ Hamlet ”; first played in 1602.

Cervantes was writing “ Don Quixote,” published in 1603.

Rubens, Velasquez, Bacon, Harvey, and Galileo were all at their
zenith of usefulness,
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could compute corn in ye crib, or ye number of
cords in ye wood-pile. He early lett [allowed] me
participate in ye management of ye farms, which
be entailed, and so will be mine in time. Both our
heads were none too many to make ye receipts meet
the expenses. Three sisters were married and had
families. They now were widows dependent upon
my father. I have been told that my mother, fore-
thoughtful woman, had always persuaded my
father to be as saving when he had money, as he
was forced to be when he had it not. As a result
of this sagacious practise, there were no incum-
brances on Old Stone Hall, and we were all happy
there together.

“ Across the good stream Medway, in view of
Old Stone Hall, lived Gilbert Natson, and his
handsome daughter Polly, the goodliest maiden
to behold, I wist,in all England. Never have I seen
aught of the limner’s art, but I do not believe that
Peter Paul Rubens, who hath recently been
knighted for making beautiful pictures, could paint
aught so pure and handsome as Mistress Polly
Natson. Gentle-tempered was she as she was beau-
tiful. In her presence always felt I awed. I mar-
vel not that her approval was the inspired motive
for all my actions, for she was noted for her good-
ness. . . . She believed in the supernatural;
never so did I. By my troth, I believe not that any-
one has ever lived who knew more about a future
existence than do I—and that is absolutely nothing.
Never yet did I believe in a statement of facts, be-
cause they showed me ye grave of ye man who made
them. She was heavenly-minded; I was earthly.
I stua’zed about this world, but her friend and ad-
viser, ye Rev. Master Pratt claimed to know all
about heaven and hell, with precise and accurate
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details of how to get to either place, if one could
but believe him as Polly believed. Finally, about
the year 1017 his influence waxed so great, that
she and her father were minded to goe with him to
Holland, where many Pilgrims had begun to goe
as early as 1608. Later, they followed ye * May-
flower’ to ye Plymoutk plantations, and there they
settled and worshipped in their own perfect
manner.”

* * * * *

The foregoing were all of Adam’s marginal
notes that were in any way consecutive; the rest
was confused and apparently written without
method. We have tried to weave these incidents,
characters, and naive observations into a story with
such digressions as suggest themselves by the con-
trasts between prevailing customs with us and those
met with by Adam Mann.

* * * * *

In London, within sight of the old landing at
Billingsgate, early in the year 1638, the old Red
Crow Ale House was a conspicuous landmark.
Often during the morning hours, when the masses
of humanity were laboring, idle men would gather
together and strange acquaintances would be
made.

“My felicitations, Mistress Hester. A brim-
ming measure of your foaming October brew,
served by your own dainty hands, would be most
refreshing to a tired sailor this morning.—Much
am I beholden to you. Prithee, rest: tarry a bit,
that I may look into thy pretty eyes; and tell me,
pray, what is new on the river.”

“'Thanks for my eyes; but seldom do my eyes
see beyond these walls.”
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“True, but your pretty ear doth hear, and I
would be knowing to what passes. Perchance
some new adventurer might appear, bringing
wealth and distinction to me, John Shagstaff, and
proud would I be to think that to you I owed the
starting of some fertile fancy. A little string of
pearls from New Cadiz, or some other distant
land, would look well round that shapely neck.
So I prithee tax thy memory on last evening’s
topics.” *

“ Naught to interest you, John Shagstaff. For-
sooth, it would be strange if so brave a gallant as
you were to take any interest in the brig Raven
that is now fitting out for the New England Com-
pany’s plantation. But here comes her skipper,
Master Job Hawkins. His passengers, I am told,
have more of worldly gear than those who have
gone over before, and that is all Job Hawkins cares
for. Little interest takes he, I wot, in any psalm-
singing folk.” ‘

“Thanks, pretty Mistress Hester; another tank-
ard of thy brew—Good-morrow, Master Haw-
kins. Fine ship, the Raven.”

“ Aye, good Master, and you should judge fair;
for the color of your face was ne’er gotten mewed
up in a city. I will wager you have sailed the
Spanish Main.”

“That have I, and the frozen North as well.
Wherever fortune lies, there I, John Shagstaff,
would shape my course, and hazard my destiny.”

“Go to! It i1s not with me then that you would
be content, for never saw I such a barren shore as
New Plymouth, the harbor I am next to make.”

“Tush! — wait a minute, please,’ as my mother
said to the horse. Granted that you be well paid

* This may be an important clue to the sequel of this story—Eb.
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for carrying over these modern saints to that bleak
shore, pray what brings back you?”

“Naught.”

“ By St. James and his father Zebedee! so much
the better; for your return will not be impatiently
expected. If you be well paid and well provi-
sioned, I would like naught better than to fill thy

lace.”
K Out upon thee! What for?” demanded
Hawkins.

Subduing his voice, in order that it should not
reach the ears of Hester, Shagstaff said:

“Simply this, brother. Your psalm-singing
saints are all too good for this world. Heaven is
awaiting for people such as these, and their harps
and crowns are ready and mayhap may rust—why
consider them? You have a ship, you have a crew.
If not, you can gather one of chosen men. You are
well equipped and well armed ’gainst the Spanish
Rovers, why not sail to Cathay, the land of white
and gold? What know your passengers where
they go?”

‘ Absolutely nothing,” drawled Hawkins.
“Faith have they in themselves to reach their
heavenly home, and trust in me to steer them to
New Plymouth. But who knoweth the way to
China?”

“That do I,” blurted out John Shagstaff; then
in a low whisper he permitted Job Hawkins to
know that he had been one of the victorious mu-
tineers who abandoned Hendrick Hudson with his
son and seven of the crew in a shallop in the bay
that now bears his name. Job Hawkins never
removed his eyes from the face of his new ac-
quaintance during his confession. Job was not
shocked, but interested ; nor was he surprised when
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Shagstaff continued, “ So fill your ship with the
crew you need, for I ween these people take food
and live stock in plenty; and what care you if you
land them in China or elsewhere? ”

Job Hawkins summoned Hester to get another
tankard, and the sea-hawk, John Shagstaff, un-
folded his villainous plan to make money and then
to return to London and join that moneyed class
who are free from care, labor, responsibility, cus-
tom, local usages and local attachments—the rich,
unfettered, shareholding class, the freest men ever
known in the history of independent man.

John Shagstaff, like a true son of Neptune, con-
sidered everything for its buoyant qualities. He
thought that money was just like salt water—he
could float through life on it. “If people know
what they want and have the money to procure it
there is no good reason why they should not have
it,”” was Shagstaff’s reasoning. John Shagstaff was
depraved; keenly conscious of the difference be-
tween right and wrong, he yet permitted his actions
perfect license without shame or remorse. Job
Hawkins could have all the honor, fame, and glory
as a discoverer of the Northwest Passage—John
Shagstaff only bargained for a lion’s share of the
profits resulting from such a discovery. With
more beer we will leave them to discuss the details
of their nefarious scheme.

* * * * *

We are told that Samuel Johnson said it was
leaving the peaceful comforts of home that made
death terrible. Dr. Johnson never had a home of
his own and, therefore, must have known what he
was talking about; or perhaps his remembrance
of the typical country homes of Litchfield made
him appreciate how much more attractive the
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country homestead was than the fluctuating city
residence with its constant changing of paint and
upholstery. o

The love of security or the fear of receding, in-
spires cautious people to “fix things”—to nail
them down. It was in the home, the fortress of
the head of the family, that our ancestors first be-
gan to save and accumulate, not only the surplus
necessities which produce wealth, but souvenirs
and family relics. Without going to the extent of
the supernatural, there is something about the
preservation of our heirlooms and family vaults
that is akin to ancestral worship—*‘ the Mayflower
chair”; “my grandfather’s clock”; ‘the sword
of my father.” When a man and woman become
partners, this home where they gather their mutual
interests becomes a subject of the greatest im-
portance, and the desire to perpetuate this home
is the dominant sentiment of their lives. All the
heirlooms about a homestead are altars of con-
servatism; an ancestral home is a greater bond of
kinship than a family name. There are those who
cleave to home and those who do not. The former
are narrow in their interests, and conservative,
useful, steady and reliable; the latter are free and
mobile, capable of receding, or capable of ad-
vancing; untethered in their affections and cos-
mopolitan in their tastes. .Old Stone Hall, where
Adam Mann lived, remains to-day practically as
it was*in the tirr;e of Charles I. 250 years ago.

* * *

On the evening of the day when John Shagstaff
and Skipper Hawkins were discussing, at Billings-
gate, their audacious plans for accomplishing the
northwest passage to China, the following episode
took place at Tenderton. Adam Mann, pipe in
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mouth, with his legs stretched out before him, sat
alone in the large living-room of the Old Stone
Hall, watching the smoldering fire on the hearth,
The furnishing were comfortable for those days—
a buffet filled with shining pewter; wide com-
fortable settles; his mother’s straight-backed chair
and other treasured heirlooms were placed about
the room, while guns and powder-horns, fishing-
rods and cross-bows hung on the walls. His
nephews and nieces had been in bed for hours, and
one by one his sisters had bade him good-night.
Alone into the small hours of the morning he sat
serenely smoking his precious church-warden pipe.
He thoroughly enjoyed each puff of smoke as it
floated from his contented lips, which he moist-
ened occasionally with a glass of good warm sack,
while he kept the fire alive and the kettle warm,
resolving to sit up and await his father’s return
from London.

In those days the law forbade the country people
to visit Loondon, because Charles I. hoped thus to
prevent the spreading of the rebellious ideas of the
town’s people; but brave, honest, old Hugh Mann
obeyed only the laws which he thought right. He
was a hot-headed English-upper-class farmer, and
he hoped to magnify his own importance socially
in the country by a measurement of those same
aristocratic feudal standards that he antagonized.
We have the same spirit to-day in the inflationists,
who would make money cheap that they may

appear to possess more.
* * * * *

This was the year 1638.

Charles had been on the throne thirteen years.

Parliament had not met since 1629, nine years before.

The Star Chamber was beginning to crowd its ignoble deeds.
The commons were visibly richer than the nobility.
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The forced loans were making people desperate.

Mutiny was in the air. The English sailors had but a short
time before refused to fight the Huguenots at Rochelle.

Harvard College was founded in 1638.

Milton was thirty years of age, and had not yet earned a
penny.

The population of England was about 5,000,000.

* * * * *

Hugh Mann came into the room shaking the
cold rain from his top coat. He sat down and,
while he ate with great relish the meat pasty his
daughters had left for him, told Adam of the re-
sistance that John Hampden was making to the
ship tax.

“ Adam, my son,” said he, “ now cometh ye time
of our importance. Each class of people hath its
term of power, now for ye respected yeomen of
old England. Unfortunately, I am all too old to
do much toward it; but, to thee, Adam, and to thy
children and thy children’s children, a just inher-
itance is coming.”

A half-audible grunt from Adam showed a lack
of enthusiasm for his own posterity.

“ Adam, my boy,” continued the father, “ I have
been thinking all the way from London of my
greatest sorrow.”

‘“ Pray, sir, and what is that? ” ejaculated Adam.

“That thou hast no family. Increase and mul-
tiply, ye Sacred Book commands. I have worked
hard, but my heirs bear not my name. Long have
I prayed that our name might become ennobled
and respected throughout ye country. Listen to
the yearnings of thy father, my son! The necessity
of marriage depends upon the worldly importance
of the people marrying. In thy case thou must
inherit Stone Hall and all these fair acres—the
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home of our ancestors for generations. Why, for-
sooth, should strangers with new names come here?
Dost thou blame me for grieving that thou hast no
family? Odds bodikins! As it was my duty to my
father, so is it thy duty to me not to let our name
die out; bethink thee, it is thy duty likewise to
thyself, to perpetuate our intellect, our brawn,
and our sinew.”

“True, dear father, but Polly Natson is ye one
Iwant. For ye love of ye Lord do not suggest any
other fish in ye sea.”

“ Didst ever speak to her, my son?”

“Speak to her! How dare I?”

“Zounds! what prittle-prattle is this? Dare
sayst thou? thou, the son of an English gentle-
man? I hold no man your superior. OQOur time
hath come. I am a prophet. At least I wot of no
power that prevents my prophesying. If thou but
hadst a son to leave here with me when the trouble
comes, as come it surely will, for Hampden is not
alone! You have time. Go fetch your dame.
Then go thou into the fray and make our name
glorious. Hurry, go bring her home. Be not too
late!”

“Nay, good my father, she would not listen to
me.”

“ Mooncalf! Would not listen to thee! God
never made a better man. Thou hast the scrive-
ner’s art, go thy ways. Tell her thou’rt coming
to bring her home; she’ll be a sorry fool if she
grasps not the chance to leave yon fishy coast!
Grim and gloomy be the tales we hear of life in
yon plantation. Surely, she will return with thee,
fear not. Take the guineas in the blue bag, and
God prosper thee, for I will yet live to see thee
knighted and greeted as—Sir Adam Mann.”
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Adam wrote the following day, and made all
plans to follow the letter as soon as possible.

Father and son were finally of one mind, and the
project of marrying Polly was accepted as the cor-
rect course to take. Their reasons for reaching
this opinion, however, were somewhat different.
When a man is heading toward the sunset, his
ambition ungratified, he must hurry to accomplish
his aim or flaccidly accept the inevitable and die
too soon. Realizing this, Hugh Mann argued,
“1t is impossible for me to leave a pyramid or a
soldier’s immortal record, but it is possible that I
should leave a race of English gentlemen to suc-
ceed me and keep alive my name.” This was a
fundamental feeling for self-perpetuation. Adam,
in his young and lusty nature, thought only of
Polly with her superb physical charms. He re-
membered her graceful lines displayed in the days
of the swing on the old oak tree, and her plump,
rosy arms as he had seen her at the churn on a sum-
mer’s afternoon. Her smiling face and her large,
soft, blue eyes so full of soul, haunted him, and he
longed for her now in the ripe bloom of her young
maidenhood.*

Adam’s resolute old father, with all the zeal of
an aged man, struck while the iron was hot and
did all in his power to forward this project. En-
ergy often comes with despair and the shortening
of years. And so it happened that Adam, after
much preparation, sailed from London Port in the
early spring of 1638.

* Why should those who have large eyes be credited with more soul
than those with small ones? Madonnas, saints, and angels are always
given large eyes. The deer, calf and horse have also large eyes and

they are certainly stupid. The elephant and the pig, who are alert and
gentle, have remarkably small organs of sight—ED.



CHAPTER 1II

GEYSERLAND—ADHEMAR

“We will not attempt to decide the question whether the races at
present termed savage are all in a condition of original wildness, or
whether, as the structure of their languages often allows us to conjecture,
many among them may not be tribes that have degenerated into a wild
state, remaining as scattered fragments from the wreck of a civilization
that was early lost.”——HuMBoLDT’s CosMos.

GEYSERLAND was a ring-shaped island in the
open Polar Sea within the Arctic Circle. The
lake which made the center of the ring was sup-
plied by an enormous geyser, that moderated the
temperature for several leagues in all directions.
The subterranean conditions which existed in this
region were not unlike Tanna, near Port Resolu-
tion, or the land of the Maoris in New Zealand.
There was an outlet for the surplus water from the
lake through a tunnel and gorge to the open Arctic
Sea. Thus the inhabitants of the island enjoyed
a climate varying from soft and balmy on the lake
shore to frigid and icy on the outer mountainous
coast.

The mountains which encircled the island near
the coast line had been perforated by volcanic
action, and vast caverns had been formed, whose
mild temperature, like that of the Basilica of St.
Peters at Rome, seldom varied. The waters of the
ponds and streams in these caves were alive with
fish of many varieties. During the starlight sea-
son of winter these vast grottoes, artificially illumi-
nated, were the scenes of amphibious sports by the
natives.

45
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We know that all Greenland was fertile in the
Miocene Age, and that the fossil remains of plants
and flowers show specimens similar to those of
Europe and America, as well as some of a purely
tropical origin. The existence of these plants can
only be explained by assuming that the Eastern
and Western Continents were connected in past
eons by a short passage near Geyserland, like that
of the Bosphorous which connects Asia and
Europe, and that commerce with its travelers and
adventurers passed that way between what are now
two continents. There must have been a mixed
local population like that of Constantinople, Alex-
andria, or Gibraltar, because, although the ma-
jority of Geyserlanders resembled the Eskimos,
there were also recognizable among them such
types as the yellow-haired man and the black-
haired man, the dark curly-haired swarthy man,
as well as types similar to the blue-eyed Thracian,
men with long heads, men with round heads, and
the mongrels resulting therefrom.*

Geyserland was not necessarily always in the
Arctic region, but may have been thrown there.
That region, with the exception of Geyserland,
was undoubtedly wrecked in the last Polar cata-
clysm or false rotary motion of the earth, 9262
B. C., at which time many varieties of man and
beast sought food and shelter near her balmy, hos-
pitable lake. As this theory of false rotation is
but little known, it is one of the purposes of this
book to recall it to the public mind.

The theory of false rotation was first advanced
by Joseph Alphonse Adhemar, a professor of the
Sorbonne, in “ Les Révolutions de la Mer,” Paris,

* The features of the face give character; the shape of the skull gives
race.
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1852, about which time Darwin and Wallace were
presenting to the world their startling revelations
of evolution. It is probable that because Adhe-
mar had neither enterprise, influence, nor money,
his pamphlet has never attracted the attention it
deserves, although his theory was approved by
James Croll and James Geikie. Adhemar laid
down the law that deluges were caused by false
rotary motion, and not by rain, since the latter de-
pends upon solar energy, and to have produced
the deluge spoken of in the Bible would have re-
quired sufficient heat to burn the earth and all the
neighboring planets to a crisp. His theory is, that
owing to the vast accumulations of ice at one of
the poles, and not at the other, during a period of
high orbital eccentricity, the earth was forced, in
order to keep its balance, to change the position
of its axis, and consequently made new arrange-
ments of climates; therefore, every part of the
earth may have been, or may be in its turn, dry
or wet, tropical, temperate or glacial. It is an
interesting fact that when those portions of the
earth which had been submerged became dry land,
by cognate attraction, the salt of the evaporating
sea was left in pockets.

The poles are not stationary, we know that their
displacements vary in proportion to the number
of the earthquakes; for example, in 1845, when
nine earthquakes occurred, the polar displacement
was .053”, whereas in 1897, when there were forty-
four earthquakes, the displacement was 1° .07”.

Adhemar’s calculations fixed the recurrence of
high eccentricity causing the changes of cold
which alternate between the north and the south
poles at full periods of approximately 21,000 years,
or half-periods of 10,500 years. We know the date
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of the last nutation was 1238 A.D., the date of the
previous nutation being 9262 B. C.  Since 1238 A. D.
the duration of the northern heat or summer has
been gradually diminishing, and will continue to
diminish until the year 11748 A.D. Adhemar
argues that there was not only one upheaval, but
there was the liability every 10,500 years of a
similar occurrence. Allowing that the nutation
of the pole is constant, it was not obligatory that
the cataclysms should occur at each successive nu-
tation, but would be regulated by the quantity of
ice breaking off from the polar mass, just as our
equinox is not always accompanied by a storm.

Professor Wright of Oberlin College states,
“ During the glacial period 6,000,000 cubic miles
of ice were piled up over a limited area in the
Northern Hemisphere. The weight of this would
amount to the stupendous sum of twenty-four
quadrillion (24,000,000,000,000,000) tons, which
is equal to twice that of the whole Continent of
North America and to nearly that of the whole of
Asia. The snow to constitute this ice came from
water evaporated from the ocean, all of which was,
so to speak, locked up on the ice-bound continents.”
We may note that from every hand there comes
evidence that, in connection with the close of the
glacial period, there was a great destruction of
species of land animals all over North America,
Europe, and Central Asia, and that there is much
evidence to show that in large portions of this area
man, himself, shared in this destruction. Appar-
ently paleolithic man largely, if not wholly, dis-
appeared from America and Europe during the
closing stages of the glacial period, since his re-
mains are closely associated with those of the
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various animal species which became extinct at
that time. It is, therefore, a theory which can be
held with a fair degree of confidence that ante-
diluvian man, after having spread over all the
Northern Hemisphere, was exterminated by the
glacial changes in all the outlying provinces, so
that the culminating catastrophe of the cataclysm
of 9252 B. C. found him limited to the great centers
of early civilization in the Euphrates. The un-
certain nature of ice, as demonstrated by the dis-
similarity in size of avalanches and of icebergs,
prevents the quantity breaking off at the period
of nutation from being foretold; it might be
trivial or it might be tremendous. There was no
unusual commotion at the time of the last nutation,
1238 A.D. But the idea that prevailed throughout
Europe that the world would come to an end about
that time is worthy of notice. This was chiefly
due to the church. The 1000 years assigned in
Revelation as the lifetime of the earth was prob-
ably what some scientist of that day knew enough
to predict as a cataclysm. It is a well-known fact,
and one to be deplored, that many scientists who
have made valuable predictions were happy in
the fact that they had destroyed their authorities
and so lost to the world many of the advantages
which their researches might otherwise have
afforded.

The large quantity of ice at one of the poles and
not at the other, by chemical attraction drew the
water that way, affecting the center of gravity, and
submerging all lowlands. At the present time
there is more ice at the south pole than at the north
pole, and it is a fact worthy of note that there is
but little land visible on the Southern Hemisphere,
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but the waters in the Southern Oceans are
extremely shallow.

Scientists generally agree that there was an ex-
ceptional epoch about 9262 B.C., which was the
date fixed by Adhemar for the last cataclysm.
There always is a certain amount of crinkling on
the earth’s surface due to the fact that its nature
is elastic, resembling that of a rubber ball, rather
than that of crystal, but it easily can be understood
that at the time of a cataclysm such disturbances
would be more expected and more important.
The old legend of the Chibchas was that when
Atlas shifted the earth from one shoulder to the
other severe earthquakes were produced. It has
been estimated by the Geological Survey that it
has required 11,000 years for the erosive Niagara
Falls to cut to their present position on the Niagara
River. Before that time Lake Erie and Lake On-
tario were one, and emptied into the Atlantic
where New York is now located. It will be only
a question of gooo years when New York may
again be submerged in ice and her masterpieces of
architecture ground into boulders.

While it is easy to assume that the deluge we
read of in the Bible with its inaccurate chronology
was the cataclysm of 9252 B.C,, it is also possible
to suppose that the “ Garden of Eden,” or “ Para-
dise,” described in Genesis was a cataclysm prior
to the one of 9252. “The Flaming Sword " may
have been an “oriental term” for a terrific con-
vulsion; and in the same manner that we have
received from the enlightened survivors of the
debacle of 9252 B.C. most of our culture, so we
may trace in the chapter of Genesis certain pos-
sible occult powers of man that we have been
accustomed to believe impossible—such as the
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dominion over beasts, the imposing of man’s mind
or will. The legend of Hercules cutting a path-
way through the Alps probably suggested to Bul-
wer his “vril” in “ The Coming Race.” To-day
there is our hypnotism, the wireless telegraph, or
the conveying of power by some similar process.

One of the clues to the prehistoric condition pos-
sibly exists in the “ Arabian Nights’ ” tale of “ The
City of Brass,” where the lofty buildings were
conspicuous for their total lack of projections and
the doors had up-to-date time-locks and other in-
genious devices. The narrator of this strange con-
glomeration has fused traditions from Moslem,
Jewish, mythological and other ancient history
into the myth of this city, on a spur of the sea on
the Sahara, probably at Jebel Ahaggur, where by
a cataclysm and the drying up of the waters all
were left to perish of hunger, in spite of their ad-
vanced culture and great wealth. Before the
debacle this “ City of Brass” was probably situ-
ated in a position corresponding to that of the
present city of Warsaw, but it is now in the French
“ zone of influence ” in Africa, and is quite as in-
accessible as the region in close proximity to the
north pole. The heat is so tremendous that even
fleas cannot live there.

Cervantes must have learned during his captiv-
ity in the Barbary States of this meritorious func-
tion of equatorial Africa, for Sancho Panza told
his master that he was certain that either they had
not reached the Equator, or that the theory was
not true. Other clues are that the mammoth had
been considered essentially tropical, and those who
deny the false rotation of the earth find themselves
puzzled to account for the drowning of almost the
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entire species in the shallow waters of the Siberian
Sea at the Delta of the Lena River. The line of
the Altai Mountains was once a coast range on a
portion of the globe which corresponds to the
present location of California, with the waters of
the antediluvian Pacific at its base. At the time
of the debacle the mammoths in their panic
plunged over the cliff into the sea, where they
found the death from which they sought to escape.
Another evidence is the Sequoia or Redwood,
which is known to live only in a climate like that
of California, and has been found in the fossil re-
mains of the extreme Arctic regions.

Accurate scientists are inclined to relegate art
and poetry to the effeminate, but it must not be
overlooked that all early legends and myths were
orally transmitted from bygone ages, therefore all
the early writings were endeavors to record those
items in verse. Hundreds of years after these items
were recorded, prose was discovered as the most
rational method of expression.

Almost every race has legends of a “ Golden
Age,” a “ Lost Paradise,” or a tradition of a more
ancient home—“The March of Woden,” the
“Migration of Abraham,” the “ Search for the
Golden Fleece,” the “ Mexican and Peruvian
Legends,” the “Wanderings of Ulysses,” the
“ Zneid,” and many other

) y others.

Horace wrote:

“ When Proteus drove all his seaherds
to the lofty peaks.”

We must surmise that the Romans derived their
knowledge of a deluge from the Carthaginians, and
that the latter derived it from a people who com-
prehended its causes.
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The Greeks had the legend of Dancilion and
his wife being the only mortals rescued from a
deluge to renew the human race. The Hebrews
recognized no country as older than Cush or Ethi-
opia, but this theory of Adhemar permits not only
of the possibility of the * prehistoric nations ” men-
tioned by Baldwin, but also of the antediluvian
hypothesis of ‘“ Atlantis” by Plato, Herodotus,
Pliny, Brasseur de Bourbourg, Ignatius Donnelly,
and possibly of “ Lemuria” by Sclater, particu-
larly as the dates conform with the general up-
heaval. Lubbock notes the similarity of bronze
weapons found in very distant parts of Europe,
which he thinks implies a more extended inter-
course between the different countries than existed
in post-Roman times. Those students who have
made the deepest researches into the dawn of an-
cient history admit they always have found evi-
dences of an equally remote culture. No one who
reads the Odyssey can fail to perceive a culture
equalling if not excelling the culture of that of
Henry VIII. By culture we mean those qualities
man has acquired that are not innate, but are the
result of the study of his surroundings. We are,
therefore, led to believe that the savage state of
man is continuous, while the cultivated state is cy-
clonic or circumvolic. It develops, almost dies
out, and develops again; some portion of the en-
lightenment of the preceding eon being left each
time with which the new eon may be leavened.
We are of the opinion that the Geyserlanders were
a remnant of a cultured people who existed prior
to the cataclysm 9252 B.C. '

Chaldean traditions teach us that, from a moist
chaos or fruitful mud-bank, vivified by an enor-
mous wind, emerged creatures, and finally man.
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There are many roots of words of which we
cannot trace the meaning or origin; for example,
“Scute,” “ Fin,” and “ Jut”—Scotland, Finland,
Jutland.

The practice of the laying on of hands, bless-
ings and cursing, the making of adjurations, vows
and oaths, drinking toasts, supplications at feet
or knees, marriage, divorce, triumphal arches with
garlands of flowers, bonfires and illuminations,
banners, circumcision, bards and minstrels,
democracies, free cities, and noble families all
seem to have come down to us as relics of an ante-
diluvian cultured state. The blessing of Jacob in
lieu of Esau had it not been a sacred rite peculiar
to that time, would have been promptly revoked
by Isaac and he would straightway have blessed
Esau, but like our rite of matrimony to-day, it was
a Herculean task to undo.

The tame fowls and animals we have were all
domesticated in prehistoric times, with the excep-
tion of the American turkey and the African ele-
phant. All we have done is to improve the race
of some of them by careful breeding.

History is' extremely vague before the first
dynasty of Egypt. Scholars like Baron Bunsen
tell us that “ culture did not go up the Nile.”
The Nile was probably not a river, but a sea,
studded by an archipelago which extended to the
Mediterranean on the north, the Malay Penin-
sula on the east, Madagascar on the south, and the
Atlas Mountains on the west. Therefore, until we
can produce a map of the lands of the antediluvian
conditions, all progress must be made by studying
cross-lights on evidence that is circumstantial.

Before the cataclysm of 9252 B. C. the north
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pole was in the Pacific off the coast of Mexico, and
the south pole was near Madagascar in the Indian
Ocean. Geyserland was in a latitude correspond-
ing to that of Cuba. The tropical countries the
least affected were New Guinea and Brazil, while
near the Equator those most affected were Mexico
and Madagascar. Central Africa, Sumatra,
North and South America were changed from
temperate to torrid. England and Japan were at
that time on the circle of the Equator. There was
no great change in Egypt nor in the Valley of
Mesopotamia. The Biblical and Babylonian
‘“deluge ” may only have been records of terrible
local storms and tidal waves, for neither the lati-
tude nor climatic conditions were much changed
—only the points of the compass. ' Some astrono-
mers think that the Pyramids were originally
planned for the perpetuating of the present points
of the compass, by recording the position of certain
planets to instruct such as survive the next great
cataclysm. This was accomplished by vistas
through the masonry to an inner chamber, where
the variations of the earth with some of the planets
were systematically recorded in ancient days. Un-
fortunately the French scientists who discovered
them mistook them for artistic designs instead of
trustworthy tracings of the nutations of the
planets.

What would be the conditions to-day if a cata-
clysm similar to the last great one were to occur?
As everything would have to move simultaneously,
the new locality of all other places on the earth
would necessarily depend upon the time of day at
which the debacle occurred. Assuming that at a
certain hour the north pole would be thrown at
once in a southeasterly direction, with a westerly
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bias, Alaska would be found in the neighborhood
of where the Black Sea now is, Greenland would
replace Arabia, Brazil would be off the coast of
Spain, Mexico in the position now occupied by
Greenland, Australia in the place of China, with
China in the region of the Hudson Bay; the low-
lands about the Arctic Circle would be submerged,
and much of the land now submerged by the shal-
low waters of the Antarctic Ocean would become
visible. Such a debacle would establish the new
north pole about Abyssinia, and the new south pole
near the Society Islands.

The mountain ranges of Asia and Africa ex-
tend east and west in contrast with those in the
Americas, which lie north and south. This may
be a coincidence, or it may be a clue to past del-
uges. It is easy to presume that extraordinary
crinklings of the earth could be expected at that
time which might submerge present continents and
develop new ones.

This hypothesis of Adhemar is the complement
and corollary of the Darwinian system, for this
theory suggests a solution of the unsolved problem
of the “ Missing Link ” between the ape and the
primitive man, and fits in perfectly with the
theory of Darwin; because the simian ape was
surrounded by conditions that made the procuring
of food and a place of safety so simple that no
mental effort was required, and his life was en-
joyed in stagnant satisfaction, with one-third the
amount of brains required by the human race.
According to Huxley,

A superior man’s brain weighs 66 ounces,

An inferior man’s brain weighs 32 ounces,

A superior ape’s brain weighs 20 ounces,
which shows the difference in weight between the
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brain of a superior man and that of an inferior
is almost three times as great as the difference in
weight between the brain of the lowest type of man
and that of the ape.

A writer in The Hospital, discussing dreams,
takes first the  falling-through-space-dream,” and
points out that after suffering the mental agony of
‘“falling” the sleeper escapes the shock of actual
“stopping.” His explanation is that the *fall-
ing” sensations have been transmitted from our
remote ancestors who were fortunate enough to
save themselves after falling from great heights
(tree-tops) by clutching the branches. The
molecular changes in the cerebral cells due to the
shock of “ stopping ” could not be transmitted, be-
cause victims falling to the bottom would either
be killed outright or die from secondary causes
before being able to reproduce their kind. In a
similar manner, by reverting to the habits of ani-
mals existing centuries ago, Beadnell finds an ex-
planation for the mental states experienced by in-
dividuals in various dreams—the pursuing mon-
ster dream, the reptile and vermin dream, color
dreams, suffocation dreams, dream passions, flying
dreams. It is indeed highly probable that there
exists a connection between instincts, so-called, and
some of those complex conditions of the mind
experienced in dreams and similar mental condi-
tions.

We believe that the Missing Link problem was
solved at the time of an early cataclysm when these
parents of primitive man, by a false rotary motion
of the earth, found themselves in the Arctic or
Antarctic regions, with unknown conditions about
them. Tens of thousands perished where one sur-
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vived. Only those of abnormal intelligence could
substitute fish, shell-fish, and the wearing of
clothes for fruits, tropical products, and nakedness.
What a glorious scope for an artist—to portray the
man-apes thrown into the Arctic or Antarctic re-
gions, their green palm trees covered with snow,
frozen fruits and everything perishing around
them, or the annihilation of an advanced race sud-
denly subjected to the merciless heat of a torrid
zone, their fertile fields and pastures and their ac-
customed temperate vegetation scorching around
them.

There is no reason for supposing that the two
primal races were evolved at the same cataclysm.
It is possible that they both came from the same
pole or that one came from the north pole and the
other from the south pole at an entirely different
cataclysm. We believe that the Brachycephalic—
round heads, fair skin, blue eyes and round-fibered
straight hair—antedated the Dolichocephalic—
long heads, dark eyes, dark skin and flat-fibered
curly hair, as the first race being ‘ twice-born”
men are capable of a higher culture. The reason
for the difference between these two primal races,
which have now become hopelessly blended, is
that as causes are never exactly similar, so effects
are never exactly alike. In the prehistoric days
there was a mania for migration, possibly inspired
by the desire to find the “ lost home ” or to discover
better surroundings. This ancient progress ex-
tended all over the world. We are not all alike in
our capacity for climatic adaptation. It is said
that the Fiji Islanders cannot survive measles; nor
the English, tropical fevers; while the negro can
say with pride, “ I am the negro, I alone survive in
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Central Africa, I can work and labor where the
white man cannot.” The survival of those whose
constitutions are best fitted for the climatic condi-
tions of the locality by which they are surrounded
is the usual explanation. We believe, however,
that any race of man can become acclimated in any
climate, but at an enormous sacrifice of life.

These facts justify us in assuming that the Eski-
mos were the original inhabitants of the Arctic
region at a time when it was not Arctic, but had
been thrown there by the cataclysm of 9252 B.C.
They were like a desolate people wandering
around their dear, dead world, on its winding
sheet of snow. '

Hence we are persuaded that the Geyserlanders
were a fragment from a wreck of antediluvian cul-
tured people. They had forgotten the hideous
life from which altruistic communism had rescued
them. It is one of the purposes of this book to
show that during the last eleven thousand years
certain customs have been evolved with us that are
not necessary, and that we have been hampered by
unwise dogmas and restraints in contrast to altru-
istic Geyserland.



CHAPTER III
CUSTOMS OF GEYSERLAND—FASHO AND FAIRMENA

“The governments which have started with the hypothesis that man
is wholly made up of sordid instincts, have been deceived. To l;l’lm
who belongs to a great race, self-sacrifice is as natural as egotism.”—
Renan, Hibbert Lectures.

IN our time it is impossible for any colony to be
completely independent of the remainder of the
world, but the Geyserlanders for ten thousand
years had evolved and invented their own laws
from their experiences and for their necessities,
and were as free from outside influence as was Rob-
inson Crusoe on the Island of Juan Fernandez, or
as the inhabitants of Tristan d’Acunha are to the
rest of the world.*

Two methods of progress are possible for a race,
that of force, and that of intelligence—force,
where the struggle of race has the object in view
of the survival of the fitter race; intelligence,
where the constant discussions and direction of the
folk-mote make for race improvement.

* England tried recently to remove the inhabitants of Tristan d’Acunha
to South Africa, because everybody pitied the people for their lone-
liness. Nobody dreamed that they would be anything but delighted
at the chance; but, to the amazement of the English, they refused to
leave their lonely islet, and the warship that had been sent to get
them and their possessions was forced to return without them. Tristan
d’Acunha is little more than a rock. It has barely enough vegetation
to support a few herds of cattle and to support the needs of the
seventy-five men, women and children that live on jt. It rises sheer
out of immense depths in mid-ocean, half way between Cape Horn
and the Cape of Good Hope, and the only persons whom the inhabitants
see from the outer world are the sailors of the British warship which
calls at the island once a year. The English offered the people excellent
land without charge in South Africa, and other aid necessary to
establish them comfortably in their new home. But they replied that

60
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As the ideal should precede the possible, “ Gey-
serland ” has been written with the desire to illus-
trate what might be, and to suggest such funda-
mental revolutions in our social economics as we
believe must take place before fraternal ideals can
replace the egotistical ideals of civilization.

We are all slaves to principles; the higher our
principles the more restraint upon our liberties.
Geyserland was a self-disciplined, race-loving
community of truth-seeking mortals. The salient
doctrine of the Geyserlanders was that of expedi-
ency which made for the surviving and improve-
ment of the race. This sentiment had been so
long in vogue that it had become instinctive with
them, like the love of fatherland with us. In no
case was the good of the race to be sacrificed for
the good of an individual.

An individual plans for to-morrow, a commu-
nity for ages to come. The creditable purpose of
the Geyserland community was to do this success-
fully and yet preserve the self-respecting pride of
the individual with the most comprehensive life
possible for each. Every individual has a minor
and a major career. The smaller is played from
one’s youth to one’s old age—the larger, starting
ages back with one’s composite ancestry, vibrates

they were happy where they were, and that they feared that they
would not fit into the world.  They have so little to do on their deep-
sea rock that they are not very active, and they do not care to enter
the competition of the civilized world. They are very peaceable and
kind, perfectly sober and highly moral. There has never been a crime
of any sort on Tristan d’Acunha. There is no jail. There is no
money. There is no newspaper. The island has no post office, no shop
of any kind, no school, and no laws. There is no office either. One man
is as good as another, and no man has authority over another. Each
one lives as he deems best, and he need pay neither taxes nor other
assessments. The people are very intelligent and handsome. They
have lost all track of time and dates, and do not care about the events
of the world at all.—RoCHESTER DEMOCRAT.
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during one’s life and, continuing as a part of one’s
influence or of one’s offspring for ages to come,
realizes the dogma of life everlasting. In Geyser-
land the government took cognizance of this major
career.

Geyserland and Christendom had the same be-
ginnings, but developed in different fashions.

A knowledge of the following peculiarities of
the customs of Geyserland will enable the reader
to understand and appreciate the economic con-
ditions of that country.

PROPERTY.—Surplus accumulations of neces-
sities belonged to the people, for all property was
held in common.

MONEY.—Money, the object of which is to fa-
cilitate barter or exchange, was not used in Gey-
serland because the government, like the head of
a family, supplied everything that was necessary
for the inhabitants.

CLASSES—The population was divided into three
classes—First, the young; second, the workers;
third, the infirm.

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY.—In Geyserland neither
marriage nor family existed. To keep the popu-
lation in unison with the restricted resources of
the land around the geyser, stirpiculture or homo-
culture was practiced, and the state had entire con-
trol of the breeding. Prudential restraint on the
multiplication of mankind is absolutely necessary
before any system of government can guarantee to
all a correct condition of living. To balance the
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resources of a country, one must not consider the
harvest times and seasons of abundance, but must
consider how many can survive the sterile season.
For example, those animals like the beaver and
squirrel, who hoard in the hour of plenty, have
been able to survive in much greater numbers than
the lazy grasshopper type, who do not provide for
the morrow. The resources of Geyserland as-
sured the support of 30,000 people with every
comfort, and the population was kept at that fig-
ure. The inhabitants were divided into about two
hundred social groups, each containing one gross.
The duodecimal system was in vogue.

The duodecimal system of numbers in Geyser-
land was written in the following manner; that is,
1DD (12 dozen), or one hundred and forty-four,
written 144 in our method of figures. Ten (T),
and eleven (E), were also units.

GEYSERLAND MULTIPLICATION TABLE

One..| 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 (T | E |1D
Two..|" 2 4 6 8§ | T|1D|12| 1416 | 18 |1T | 2D
Three| 3 6 9 |1ID}| 13|16 | 19 (2D | 23 | 26 | 29 | 3D
Four..| 4 8 |1D| 14 | 18 {2D | 24 | 28 | 3D | 34 | 38 | 4D
Five..| 5 T | 13| 18 121 | 26 | 29| 34} 39 |42 | 47 | 5D
Six...] 6 {[ID| 16 {2D | 26 { 3D | 36 | 4D | 46 | 5D | 56 | 6D
Seven.| 7 12 |19 | 24| 29 | 36 | 41 | 48 | 5D | 6T | 65 | 7D
Eight.| 8 14 |2D | 28 | 34 |4D | 48 | 54 | 6D | 68 | 74 | 8D
Nine..| 9 16 | 23 |3D |39 | 46 | 53 16D | 69 | 76 | 83 | 9D
Ten... T | 18 | 26 | 34 | 42 |5D | 6T | 68 | 76 | 84 | 92 | TD
Elevenl E [1T |29 | 38 | 47 | 56 | 65| 74 | 83 | 92 | T1 |ED
Dozen| 1D |2D |3D { 4D (5D | 6D | 7D { 8D | 9D | TD|ED |1IDD
Gross.|1DD

The decimal system has come down to us like
the “little pigs went to market,” from infantile
poverty or woeful lack of enterprising imagina-
tion. Our ten fingers were evolved for other
reasons than to form a foundation for a numeri-
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cal system. Ten is not a suitable number for
calculating, as it can only be divided by 2 and s.
The “one man” of the Mexican, like our score,
meant a total of 20 fingers and toes, which was a
much better number than 10; the French unit, the
franc of to-day, perpetuates that number. The
Babylonian 60 was better and still survives in our
measurement of circles. Twelve, one-fifth of 60,
has also been a favorite number with mathemati-
cians, and its advantages had been appreciated and
adopted by the authorities of Geyserland. Twelve
has survived to our day in the foot measure, the
clock, and the shilling.

In Christendom the masses of the vast majority
are fed from day to day by what they earn, there-
fore it is impossible for a poor man to guarantee
support for a child unless some contract is made
like marriage; but in Geyserland, where no in-
dividual was dependent upon another individual,
the government assumed the support of the chil-
dren of such people as were licensed to have them
—none others. The recruits of a community
must be drawn from its best stock. No nation can
stand for the propagation of degenerates.

Ungrateful children are not unnatural. Grati-
tude is purely an expression of emotion which,
as is justice, is called forth by certain conditions
and is not instinctive as is thirst, hunger, or sleep.
Some are born as incapable of it as others are of
music. Therefore, what recompense can parents
expect from their offspring? Very little beyond
the gratification of their pride in presenting good
citizens to the republic.

It was observed generations ago in Geyserland
that parents and children were better when they
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did not know their relationship. Our hereditary
aristocracy is an insolent scheme for transferring
the cause of honor from the dead to the living; or,
as Benjamin Franklin put it when opposing “ The
Cincinnati ” (the society of the descendants of the
Revolutionary officers), that ‘instead of honor
descending to the children it should ascend to the
parents.”

Our Abraham Lincoln was brought up by a
stranger. Leonardi da Vinci had no mother to
mention, and four step-mothers. Charles Mar-
tel was the illegitimate son of Pepin. Pizarro
was the bastard son of a Spanish officer in Italy.
The parents of Erasmus were betrothed, but never
wedded; so that from childhood he fought life
alone. Alexander Dumas, Jr., passed his infancy
with his mother, a plebeian washwoman, and was
only rescued from poverty and educated because
his father wished an heir for his name and fortune.

Education, with justice to all and partiality to
none, is true democracy. Preference on account
of family ties or kinship is unjust. The Chinese
understood this 1000 years ago. In China the
poorest man may see his son advanced to the
highest position. One of the recent ministers to
the United States was the son of a drain digger
at Canton, China.

One of the wisest laws of modern times—we
mean by that, laws which prevent anguish and bad
feeling—is the French law that prohibits all from
seeking the identitv of the father. This was one
of the many good laws conceived by the frenzied
Convention before and during the reign of terror.
Later, many of these suggestions were put into
effect by Napoleon in his Code, and he has gen-
erally received the credit for them.
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No state has a right to put a handicap, like the
expense of bringing up children upon its best citi-
zens, the parents of its future people. The mar-
ried parent should live as well as his bachelor
brother, but with our civilized system he does not.
The healthy, intelligent young married couple,
with sufficient means to be independent, at once
recognize that their personal comforts will be in-
creased in proportion to the smallness of their fam-
ily. That they can leave one or two children inde-
pendently wealthy, whereas if they leave more, all
their children will have to descend in the social
and financial rating of the community.

MATRONS.—The theory that woman was made
for man did not prevail in Geyserland, nor was
woman an object of commiseration. On a day in
the early spring of each year all young girls twenty
years of age were judged by the Council of Doc-
tors and scientific people, and out of the competi-
tors a few were selected to join the coterie of moth-
ers, with a particular regard for their physical
condition, and also for such other qualities as were
considered desirable for the common weal.

It is not believed in Geyserland that the prac-
tice of ““ eugenics” prevented the chances of excep-
tional and elevated characters. Exceptional and
elevated characters develop in every degree of liv-
ing. Nature’s tendency for variety can never be
overcome, and noble characters are more likely to
develop with eugenics than from any haphazard
system.

Great emotions can dominate nations in the same
manner as they can dominate individuals. Look at
the patriotism of the French, the loyalty of the
Jesuits, the commercialism of the Jews, the fanati-
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cisms of the masses at the time of Philip Augustus.
So the Geyserlanders loved their race, and when
the rights of the individual conflicted with the
rights of the race, the race was always paramount.

Geyserland differed from Christendom, in that
it did not have a fixed, rigid ideal, either ethical
or physical. There was no straight and narrow
way. To expand and develop the race was their
motive. All persons in Geyserland showed great
respect to the members of the esteemed child-bear-
ing group of women, in marked contrast to the pre-
vailing customs of Christendom.* People who
were not normal were studied at the Experimental
Grange, in order that attractive characteristics
might be made inherent to the race. The number
of young women chosen annually was decided by
the probable vacancies in the limited population.
As soon as infants were six years of age the gov-
ernment took entire charge of them.

CounciL ofF Docrors.—The Elders or Council
of Doctors (male and female) were the trustees
of the constitutional communal rights, and directed
the affairs of the island, under the gentle super-
vision of the representatives of the people, who
were chosen by individual suffrage, each member
of each social group being represented by a vote,
regardless of sex, age, or mental ability. All the
younger children were apprenticed to adults, who
suggested their decisions.

TASKMASTERS.—What are we here for? is a
question which marks the dawn of every awaken-

» Olive Schriener speaks of an English police judge who when asked
by a vagrant prisoner to show mercy to her because she had twenty-one
children, sentenced her to full term and told her it was time she learned
how to behave herself.
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ing intelligence. What are we here to receive?
What are we here to give? A desire to occupy the
position for which we are best fitted marks the
arousing of every one’s noble feeling. Equality is
absurd, inequality is the law of Nature. Like grav-
itation, inequality is a basis of movement; water
seeks its level—capacity should seek its field of
usefulness, and with normal conditions probably
would. Military law is the foundation of all law.
The chief selects the sergeant according to his ca-
pacity, and the sergeant picks the man. Good regi-
ments are known by good sergeants. But the state
should be just, and allow every individual such op-
portunities as will enable him to show his capacity.
In civilization, Galton says, “ A man must outlive
the age of fifty to be sure of being widely appreci-
ated—it takes time for an able man born in the
humbler ranks of life to emerge from them and
take his natural position.” What can be more just
than, first, to demand that every living thing should
be its noblest self, and, granting this, to place every
living thing in its proper position. It would be
foolish to ask sheep to select their shepherd, but
there certainly should come a period of enlighten-
ment when the mass, the “ folkmote,” the town
council, should select representatives, senators
(wise men), who will recognize that they are best
capable of directing the state. The slave owner
sifted and sorted his charges, with the desire to get
out of them the work that each could do that was
most useful; but that which he did was for his own
benefit, whereas the state in Geyserland did it for
the benefit of all.

The most striking difference between the eco-
nomic principles of Geyserland and those of civil-
lzation is in their labor system of taskmasters.
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Freedom to choose a career is an innate principle
with all sons of civilization. Not so in Geyser-
land—there the individual was primarily an atom
of the state. Thousands of intellectual and capa-
ble men in America are employed by the year on
a salary. They are independent (in that they can
resign), but they do not strike, and as a mass are
our best citizens. In Geyserland practically every
one was salaried. They could commit suicide or
accept an occupation of a lower grade. People
who have experienced the greatest variety of em-
ployments are unanimous in believing that those
who work for a salary are the really independent
ones.

In Geyserland it was the taskmaster’s duty to
judge and adjust the labor of every adult, to name
his or her duties, and to prescribe the costumes
that he or she should wear; in this duty they were
helped by a popular sentiment. The really impor-
tant feature of all civil service standards is o have
the proper question asked. Taskmasters were the
executive committee of the government, and were
selected from the older members, because that class
was found to be less biased by selfish motives.
The object of the highest principle of economics is
justice, and all authorities on jurisprudence agree
that when questions of occupation, doubt, or dis-
pute arise, men should not be judges in their own
cause. Justice must be unprejudiced and impar-
tial. The electic taskmasters were a jury of phi-
losophers ; their decisions were arrived at after pro-
found consideration of conditions. As there is not
a single organ of the body the structure of which
does not vary in different individuals, laws for reg-
ulating others should not be formed from any one
person’s measurements. The taskmasters were per-
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mitted to know the antecedents of each individual,
and thus knew the compound of a man’s tempera-
ment, therefore they were better able to judge his
fitness for his career than he himself.—* The great
question seems to me, not how to train our sons to
rise above their station, but to secure, if possible,
that those whom nature meant, and associations
have fitted, to be grooms or music-hall lions should
be insured the career for which they were born.”—
Huxley.

The popular aversion to the taskmasters system
has been brought about by unworthy taskmasters,
and Europe to-day has not outlived the memory of
the rapacious Roman taskmasters who held sway
in the early part of the third century when “ Every
one had his chain—the farmer bound to the soil,
the public official to his office, the citizen to his
town, the merchant to his shop, the workingman
to his trade.”—Levasseur. This was a system of
oppression, untempered by freedom of opportu-
nity to show one’s capacity, which made it repul-
sive to every one. Small wonder that the inde-
pendent Teutonic barbaric forerunners of civili-
zation, with the thought of “each man for him-
self,” were heartily welcomed by dawning Chris-
tendom.

Man is not the best judge of his own limitations,

as it is impossible to justly compare himself to
others.

“Oh, wad some power the giftie gie us,
To see oursel’s as ithers see us!
It wad frae monie a blunder free us,
And foolish notion,”

as Burns wrote after seeing a louse on a lady’s bon-
net at church.

Could not the introspective question of Kant,
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“Who am I?” “ What can I know? ” “ What can
I do?” be answered better by any one not one’s
self?

When a theatrical manager casts the parts of a
play among actors, their professional or fraternal
feeling does not permit them to refuse to play un-
congenial parts,—the villain, the fool, the vulgar
adventuress,—for they recognize that the merit
lies in their performing the role well, wherein lies
the key to honorable labor.

Just as a policeman is necessary to preserve order
amongst decorous drivers at a crowded street cor-
ner, so the taskmaster prevented useless confusions
of energies in the industrial economics in Geyser-
land. All people with sound sense recognize that
the policeman at a crowded street corner is work-
ing for their good. When a host invites twenty
guests to dine, discontent and confusion are avoided
by each being allotted his place. Again, from
most ancient days, when meats and breads were
possibly precious, to avoid quarreling a man of
importance and sound judgment was given the task
of dividing and distributing. Ulysses was said
“not to have his equal for carving.” In the same
way that Ulysses distributed the proper portions
to proper people, so the taskmaster in Geyserland
saw that capable men who were unambitious and
lacked initiative had their tasks fittingly assigned.
In other words, go backward or forward in the
synagogue. The licensing of experts such as phy-
sicians, builders, and plumbers, by municipal or-
dinances in civilization is in line with the Geyser-
lander’s system of taskmasters. How many men
to-day are confronted with the constant turn down?
people who do not want their work; manuscripts
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returned ; masterpieces unsalable; lawyers without
clients; physicians without patients.

The consolation that comes in Christendom
from the priest, the lawyer, and the doctor, or the
consolation that comes to the Mohammedan with
his comforting belief in predestination, was in a
measure given to the Geyserlanders through the
taskmaster’s guidance. People whose nervous en-
ergy desires an outlet for doing good are soothed
by the directions of a superior. This was a security
and peace of mind that was the birthright of every .
Geyserlander. Our practice of insurance is an em-
bryo of that consolation which had developed in
Geyserland by the system of taskmasters. There
all understood the principle that organization,
submission, and discipline are the offspring of a
desire to act for the best interests of self and others.

ROTATION OF OCCUPATION.—ALl] birds were sup-
posed by the ancients to select their mates on the
14th of February (St. Valentine’s Day). In Gey-
serland there was a like annual readjustment of
workers and their work, which amounted to a ra-
tional rotation in office for the best interests of all.

INSPECTORS.—As all work was public work, a
complete system of inspection and controlling was
in vogue. Before the state began to control the
medieval free cities there was little or no friction
between the craftsmen and inspectors, as they both
worked for the interest of the city. The drapers
of Brussels as a body were in constant rivalry with
the drapers of Antwerp as a body. Those who gov-
erned wanted “ light ” about the workers, and those
who worked were glad to have their efforts justly
appreciated. Secret haunts have always been the
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resorts chosen by rogues. Personal and household
inspection is the starting point of public hygiene.
The principle that a man’s house, however humble,
was his castle worked well until water, gas, and
telephone required frequent inspection, and to-day
the most useful occupation of the Board of Health
is limiting the minimum of air space in the homes
of the lowly and thrifty. What is wanted is pub-
licity. All historians agree that the first step down-
ward in monastic life in England was then King
Offa in 757 obtained from Rome, as a special favor,
the exemption of St. Alban’s Abbey from Episco-
pal inspectors.

COSTUMES.—The variety of costumes seemed
unlimited, and it required long experience to un-
derstand the significance of each detail. One of
the strong points of the law was the respect for the
proper duties symbolized by the costumes. Each
grade had two uniforms—one to wear officially
and the other for hours of leisure. With us the
proper appreciation of costumes is only fully real-
ized by those who are brought into contact with do-
mestic duties. Millions of men would gladly
assist their wives to wash dishes and arrange the
household if the dictates of fashion had not com-
pelled them to wear clothes in every way unsuit-
able. The detail of the costumes was carried out
to a remarkable degree of perfection; for example,
a scarf could mean many things, but when yellow
was woven into it, it was significant of the rpatron’s
class, or of such as for personal reasons wished to
be impervious to all amative solicitations. )

The workers all had suitable clothing for their
occupations, and their costumes of leisure were
most artistic. Old clothes, which are a token of
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fallen greatness, were not worn in Geyserland. A
feeling of true dignity is fostered by a cultured
pride of personal appearance. “The conscious-
ness of being well dressed imparts a blissfulness to
the human heart that religion is powerless to con-
vey.” The community abhorred anything like se-
crecy, and each individual’s occupation was easily
discerned by the costume he or she wore.*

There is no mention of jewels in Geyserland.
What are jewels? Nature has furnished gems of
marvelous yet unequal values for what object?
Where should jewels be displayed On Oriental
princes? On women of fashion? Is it Nature's
motive that these gems should be polished to be
tokens of an inequality? Should the powerful
wear jewels and the subservient be without?
There must be some nobler use for them than to
furnish a vulgar and arrogant display.

GUARDS.—The bridling of the strong is the foun-
dation of popular liberty. The guards were the
picked healthy men of the republic, from whom,
with the consent of the Council of Doctors, the
matrons chose their mates, the progenitors. In
this respect the mothers of the race were free. The
guards’ duties were first to support the executive;
second, preserve the peace; and third to see that
there was no waste.

* * * * *

The young maiden Fairmena, after a day of un-
usual anxiety and exertion, had climbed up the

* An interesting historical item is that after 1600 B.C. the Egyptians
varied their dress in order to .distinguish the grades in society. This
has continued to our time, much clothing indicating the intellectual and
leisure class; a cloth tied around the loins denoting the laborer or one
ready for exercise. The civil, military, and ecclesiastical officials were
recognized by certain peculiarities of dress.
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mountainside to a pretty glen, and was sitting on
the bank of a rivulet under the shade of a giant fir
tree. Happiness radiated from every feature of
her beautiful face. There was a proud flush of
joy upon her cheek. The day had been an event-
ful one to her. She carried a book of poems, but
why read poetry when surrounded by it? She was
idly looking out in the distance where the after-
noon sunshine of the early Arctic spring was play-
ing with the heated vapors from the geyser in the
center of the lake, and sending rays of prismatic
colors in every direction.

Her eyes fell on the pantheon of Geyserland.
She saw a cluster of several magnificent bronze
and marble temples dedicated to the seven quali-
ties of man. These wonderful cyclopean temples
were similar in massiveness to the ruins of Thebes.
With all their beauty of broad flights of steps and
facades enriched by stately and massive colon-
nades, the seven Hedonic Temples were symbolic
of the glorification of man’s capacities. As an ar-
tist can reproduce any color from the three pri-
mary ones, so a man can correctly classify all his
physical and intellectual sensations from the
‘“seven qualities of man,” as follows:

EMorioN with all the joys of Poetry;

ReasoN with all the joys of Understanding;

HEeALTH with all the joys of Touch and Physical Feeling;

SIGHT with all the joys that delight the Eye;

HEARING with all the joys of Sound and Music;

TasTE with all the joys of Eating and Drinking;
SMELL with all the joys of Fresh Air and Fragrant Perfumes.

Fairmena saw also beautiful flower gardens, and
parks studded with fountains and carved figures.
Scattered in every direction were innumerable
bowers or dwelling places for individual adults.
The fact that they had isolated dwellings was an
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evidence of good government that guaranteed an
advanced stage of security. .

Fasho, a young hunter, red and rugged like
Nimrod, carrying over his shoulder a wildcat as
a visible sign of success, was winding his way down
through the thicket over the rocks from the deso-
late mountainside, the habitat of the eagles. His
robust appearance and strongly developed phys-
ique gave every evidence of perfect health. The
glowing satisfaction of youth radiated from his
person, a perfect specimen of manly courage and
vigor. Nature had favored this youth with a fine
covering. As he descended his voice rang out in
a call like the yodel of a Swiss shepherd. The
full soprano of Fairmena echoed back his call and
he hastened in the direction of the fir tree.

“Well, my beautiful one,” he cried, “I knew
you would come, and it was sweet of you to let me
be the first one to congratulate you. I can tell by
the glory in your face that you have been suc-
cessful.”

“Yes, but see,” and she proudly called his atten-
tion to a light yellow and white scarf that hung
about her shoulders, symbolic of having acquired
the highest rank in the matron’s class for that year.
“I have more than my share of happiness. I can-
not realize that only yesterday I was a laughing,
frolicking girl. Really I feel as if I had stolen my
good luck.”

“No,” interrupted Fasho, “ you are as much en-
titled to this ranking honor as the most beautiful
rose is entitled to dominate the bouquet. To-day
you have accepted the opportunity of being one of
the chosen creators of the race. With your capa-
bilities it was only a question of seeing the better
way, and taking it.”
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“It’s so good of you to say that, but it embar-
rasses me to realize it.”

“The Council to-day has done a noble act for
our country by adding you to the hallowed band of
matrons. May happiness dwell with them. Of
course it is right. People are entitled to the place
where they are most needed.”

The love of Fasho for Fairmena was devoid of
selfishness. A true lover no longer occupies the
first position with himself. Fasho’s love for Fair-
mena was like the love of a mother for her child—
he adored her with all the fullness of his mind and
body.

“T feel so happy, so grateful,” half sobbed
Fairmena, “ that T cannot but weep for nervous
joy'”

Fasho and Fairmena had been sympathetic since
their infancy; each grew to be the nearest to per-
fection of their class, for, instead of the individual
ambitions of the men being for power, and of the
women for support, the personal glory of the inde-
pendent Geyserlander was in health and merit.
Fasho was already the chief guardsman of the year.
He, with a chosen few, had been added to the num-
ber of progenitors; and now his playmate had also
successfully passed her examinations. At the com-
ing early summer moon she would be given the
bridal costume of the state, and later, with great
ceremony, would be crowned and admitted to the
band of matrons, who, as we have said, were the
most exalted class of the land.

“ Fairmena, I feel like weeping, yet my tears
would be those of joy. I wish our customs would
permit me to take your head upon my shoulder,
and then with my arms around you we would re-
joice together.”
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“Don’t touch me. Have patience, Fasho.
Wait; you shall be my love in time. We should
not complain of laws that have been so generous
to us.”

‘“ Sweet girl, I am afraid that my arm is stronger
than my good intentions. You must ever show me
the path where duty lies, and teach me patience,
for a burning brand has no control of itself, and 1
have but little.”

“You must not think, dear Fasho,” said Fair-
mena, her eyes liquid with emotion, “that I am
cold, or ungrateful for your devotion and sympa-
thy; but if I must have patience for both of us, per-
haps prudence is wiser. Let us return and listen
to the evening music—it may soothe these danger-
ous and extraordinary emotions.”

As they wandered down the hillside through the
pastures and corn fields, both were conscious of a
grateful feeling. Rochefoucauld said, “ The grat-
itude of most men is but a secret desire of receiv-
ing greater benefits.” This may be true, but let us
state that it is the noblest form of hallowed emo-
tions, for gratitude is the most buoyant of our
thoughts and rises with its ethereal impulse to the
skies. As material matters, in proportion to their
weight, gravitate toward the earth’s center, and as
flowers, according to their beauty, turn toward the
sun, so pure ideas and noble emotions, to the extent
that they are infused with gratitude, ascend to the
zenith of boundless space. We doubt if any peo-
ple have existed who have not recognized the un-
fathomable skies as the throne of the Spiritual All
Powerful, from the zenith to the nadir, and in a
moment of gratitude what is more natural than to
look upward and say, “ Thank God?” No matter
in what position the earth, or what the time of day,
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the sky above us is always the home of the power
and the receptacle of all gratitude.

“ My words fly up, my thoughts remain below;
Words without thoughts, never to heaven go.”

—Hamlet.

There were no rituals in Geyserland by which
holy emotions were made easy, no established rites,
no altars, no priests, no ecclesiastical machinery.
Briefly, their religion consisted of three elements
—a Spiritual Holy Soul, with the universe as its
temple; Material, which included every atom of
weight in the universe; Substance, which was the
source of all the life and action of the Material.

If this acknowledgment to the First Cause (the
Creator), accompanied by an appreciative enjoy-
ment of its blessings, is religion, then let us never
wish to dispense with it. Love is the mother of
gratitude. Egotism is the father of ingratitude.
If the First Cause of this world has no greater aim
in view than a system of globes traveling around
globes governed by local influences, the earth in-
habited by man, only the great Originator know-
ing what the others are inhabited by, it would be a
very simple theory of the universe. But as the
crude diamond from the mine does not resemble
the cut, polished, scintillating gem, we believe
that the Creator of our universe with its glorious
sunsets, its beautiful flowers, its oceans and moun-
tains, the nobility of man and beast must be the
Original Artist of the Cosmos, who seeks to please
those who can appreciate.

* * * * *

Fasho and Fairmena did not use the trite ex-

pression “Thank God,” but both unconsciously
looked up with smiling faces, as if they wanted



8o GEYSERLAND

that Creator, the only soul, that amalgamation
of noble emotions, which, like oxygen, permeates
wherever It is welcome to know that they were in
sympathy with It. The good that was within them
they recognized as the echo of the good without.
That was acknowledgment of gratitude, the no-
blest feeling of mankind ; convincing to us that the
mind has been permitted to evolve by the Creator
for sympathy.



CHAPTER 1V

COMMUNISM — HISTORY OF COMMUNISM — AN-
CIENT JEWISH COMMUNITIES—BEGGARS

“The future happiness of our race, which poets hardly ventured to
hope for, science boldly predicts. Utopia, which we have long looked
upon as synonymous with an evident impossibility, which we have
ungratefully regarded as ‘too good to be true,’ turns out, on the con-
trary, to be the necessary consequence of natural laws.”—SIR JouN Lus-
BOCK in “ Prehistoric Times.”

“Zeal for the good of one’s country, a party of men have represented
as chimerical and romantic.”—ADDISON.

“The dream of a Kingdom of God which would be governed by
the law of love and mutual self-sacrifice, has always possessed a great
charm for me.”—RENAN.

IT is not our intention to write a dictionary, but
ever since our chattering simian ancestors hooted,
howled, and honked at each other there has been
confusion in sounds and terms; therefore, we be-
lieve it requisite that each writer should define
his intent when employing ambiguous words. We
shall explain these terms as we understand them.

1st, SAVAGE.—The savage, or pastoral stage:
“The tribeless, hopeless wretch” whom Homer
describes (Iliad IX, 62) was soon succeeded by
savages who herded together like gregarious beasts
for protection. They were inexperienced, igno-
rant of economics, and generally bewildered. It
is probable that hunger, lust, and jealousy led to
many so-called savage cruelties, but it has not been
proven that the ordinary untutored savage was any
more heartless than the ordinary peasants of to-
day. They had a mad desire for self-preservation,
but instinctively they early recognized the advan-
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tage of mutual aid and codperation as the best
means of carrying out the important functions of
perpetuating the race.

2nd, BARBARIC—The barbaric or agricul-
tural stage: The barbaric with home and family
located in hamlets or grouped in clans had reached
the stage of culture where the making of pottery
was understood. They cultivated the soil. They
did not barter among themselves, but as commu-
nities traded with other communities.

3rd, CIVILIZED. — The commercial-civilized
stage: Where the individual triumphed, and cul-
ture had arrived at the point of writing and keep-
ing records; where having secured the necessities
of life, man has only man to fear. This stage was
noted for its selfish enterprises, religious associa-
tions, pride, manufacturing industries, riches, and
social ambitions. Each against all.

4th, ALTRUISTIC.—The altruistic stage: Which
combined a noble love and sympathy for all living
things.
* * * * *
Let us not confound the words anarchism, ter-
rorism, nihilism, socialism, civilization, and com-
munism.

ANARCHISM, a creed of despair. It is the theory
of those who reject all the positive beliefs upon
which society is founded, and demand fresh start
from “bed rock.” They scoff at the state, court,
and pulpit alike, and do not recognize the necessity
for the employment of police or force to support
rules, laws, or customs. For economics they be-
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lieve that all accumulations should be placed in a
heap and each individual take according to his
or her need. Anarchists are divided into two
schools: 1st, Those who wish to attain progress
by educational and legislative methods, but deny
the necessity of auxiliary police to enforce such con-
clusions; 2d, Those who do not believe in the pas-
sive resistance of the former class, but rely upon
what is called the propagation by deed, for radical
progress. Bakunin, Reclus, and Kropotkin defend
the latter school.

TERRORISM is not a creed, but a political move-
ment resorted to on desperate occasions of tyranny,
to frighten and to attract the attention of the gen-
eral public to the injustice of present conditions.
One branch of anarchists have adopted this theory.

NIHILISM, a creed of individualism. Those
who despise the conventional lies of society, pre-
judices, and moral cowardice. The “ bohemian”
of France is like the nihilist of Russia, with this
difference—that the “ nihilist” takes himself seri-
ously, whereas the ‘bohemian” takes nothing
seriously.

SOCIALISM, a practical creed. An international
movement of to-day for justice, to be brought about
by education and the ballot—* The transformation
of private and competing capital into a united col-
lective capital.” When each individual being left
free to develop his or her abilities and activities,
will be recognized and allowed to receive accord-
ing to his or her need.

CIVILIZATION is a creed of enlightenment which
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encourages each individual to be superior to all
rivals, and believes that the standard of the race
will be advanced by the natural relegating or an-
nihilation of inferiors. Civilization forces people
into careers for which they have no affinity. Civ-
ilization is an egotistical degree of human culture
where people recognize the advantages of intel-
lectual and material acquirements, but in no man-
ner pledge themselves to the uplifting of the race.
In the words of Speaker Cannon, “ Our civiliza-
tion rests on the hustling of the human unit, and
when you take away the material benefits which
come from individual effort, you destroy civiliza-
tion.” All egotists recognize that they need the
state. As Max Nordau wrote, ‘“ Fortunes are ac-
cumulated in the name of individualism, but they
are defended in the name of human solidarity.”

COMMUNISM, a nation’s or folkmote’s (town
council’s) method of acquiring an ideal life,
evolved from the recorded contemplations of an-
cient and modern philosophers. Opposed to the
theories of equality and individualism, private
fortunes, families, or inheritances. Adhering to
the principles of justice. Possessing individuality,
freedom of thought, personal responsibility for
actions, common ownership of all resources and
accumulations. Complete organization of people
by the people for the people’s best interests, with
individual liberty for such enterprises as are for
the public good. “ From each according to his
ability, to each according to his need.” Safe-
guarding posterity by prudential restraints upon
procreation.

_The difference between the religious monastical
life and communal life is that the fundamental
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motive for the former is an expectation of an ulti-
mate reward in a future world ; whereas, the latter
seeks nothing beyond the satisfaction-of-duty-done
in this life.

Is humanity, as a mass, intelligent enough to care
for itself? Does it not want inspired religions,
ordained priests, selected educators, chosen care-
takers? What has become of the old folkmote
principles? Where to-day can we find a success-
fully managed fraternal community? At the start
we must acknowledge that with the exception of
small communities still governed by the  Zeit-
geist,” the public voice of folkmote, nothing like
communism exists. Nevertheless, the fraternal
life must for us remain the ideal life.

The best authority on American communities
was A. J. McDonald, who died of cholera in the
year 1855, and left an immense amount of manu-
script, in which he stated that his hopes of com-
munism had been modified, because after seeing
stern reality he realized that his character of man-
kind was not as good as he had hoped. Poor hu-
manity! Reason controls one-tenth, emotion nine-
tenths. The majority would be good, but the vast
majority do not understand matters as they are.
Many efforts have been made to get away from the
egotistical graspings for accumulations where
wealth and poverty are at the throats of each other,
into a cooperative life where existence could be en-
joyed equitably; but they have never succeeded,
except, in a limited manner, in small groups of
people who were peculiarly adapted for unselfish
lives.

Naturalists have long since recognized that Na-
ture is coy and not impatient to reveal her charms.
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It has been the cultured investigators who have
brought to light Nature’s myriad unobtrusive
beauties. Political economists have noted that that
which Nature has demonstrated in a minor scale
they might well imitate in a major scale. It was
the unconscious instinct of the wasp that demon-
strated the making of paper. A common-intelli-
gence of the hive that governs the community of
bees has furnished us with the keynote of a com-
munal scheme of government. But let it not be
forgotten that humanity’s proud boast is its capacity
for progress—the bee in the time of the earliest
Pharaoh was just as advanced as the bee of
to-day.*

It 1s sad to realize that “ laboring for the happi-
ness of humanity is seldom recompensed ; but there
are always those who attempt it, and their efforts
are invariably more noble than successful.” Hu-
man beings are instinctively social, but to their
shame, let us observe, they are also covetous, self-
ish, malicious, domineering, envious, and jealous.
Ants, bees, beavers, wasps, and monkeys are less
quarrelsome in their communal life than mortals.
Communism can only be based upon the hypothesis
of changing human character by controlling hered-
ity, education, and environment. Communism
cannot develop from a lower culture, and culture
cannot grow and ripen until refined and purified
by selective breeding.” We purpose in Chapter
VII to elaborate the possibility of the cultivation

* Here is an instance of humanity’s progress. In February, 1807,
there arose in the British Parliament Samuel Whitbread, a wealthy
brewer and member of the House of Commons, who, in an address,
originated the system which has resulted in there being on deposit to-
day in institutions for savings in the United States alone more than
$3,000,000,000—a sum equal to more than three times the indebtedness
of the United States, or to one-half the total assessed valuation of New
York State.—Eb.
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of mankind by rational methods of breeding. As
Copernicus had to await the telescope before
mastering the heavens, as the velocipede had to
await the rubber tire before the bicycle was practi-
cable, and the explosive engine the electric spark,
so communism must await such characters as are
suitable for communal life. The noblest portion
of the inhabitants of a community must always be
in the minority. The church and civilization have
always wanted more lives, preferring quantity of
atoms to particularizing about that quality.—The
church wants more souls for heaven. “ Let the
mother perish, save the infant; it will be another
soul for heaven.” The state wants more men, more
food for bullets, more dupes for ballot-boxes.—The
monopolists want poor men, to glut the labor
market and work for their existence only.

Communistic moral responsibility is exclusive,
and strives for the highest principles and conditions
possible, irrespective of numbers. Therefore, al-
truistic communities cannot open their doors to the
general public as the Catholic Church has done,
nor as does an enterprising monopolist’s settlement
where cheap labor is needed. It is too well known
that people with lazy, selfish temperaments are
loath to exert themselves for others. The lash, the
cross, the human sacrifice were the menace of the
slave. No work, no food, must be the rule of
primitive fraternities, and this rule must hold true
until a better scheme is formulated. One who be-
longs to a society must sacrifice a part of his indi-
viduality. One who sacrifices a part of his
individuality is degraded in his self-respect, unless
he has philosophized enough to recognize that it
is noble to pay that tribute to others which is the
price of happy social life.
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Our duties are the rights others have upon us.
“ Are we not formed as notes of music, one for
another, though dissimilar? Such difference, with-
out discord, as shall make the sweetest sounds?”
The golden rule of mutual aid is, “ To try to make
others around one happy.”

“Why do our political leaders keep on saying
¢ Communism is impossible or unnatural?’ . . .
Why should the gentleman of to-day, who wears
his Prince Albert coat and silk hat, assume that it
was unnatural to live in the farthingale costume of
the time of Louis XIII. or in the scanty clothes of
the Greeks? ”

“ What is a communist? One who hath yearnings
For equal division of unequal earnings.
Idler or bungler, or both, he is willing
To fork out his penny and pocket your shilling.”

Samuel Johnson said, ‘“ Nothing has more re-
tarded the advancement of learning than the act
of the vulgar who ridicule and vilify what they
cannot comprehend”; and the same estimable
philosopher, in ‘“ Rasselas,” after ably showing the
monotony of life in “ Happy Valley,” finishes his
study by making everyone desirous of returning
to 1t.

The early settlers of Jamestown, Virginia, had
not been accustomed to labor, “they could not
weave and would not dig,” and were, therefore,
not the proper people for a communistic society.
America to-day is educating a degenerate element
of her population to be like the original worthless
emigrant of Virginia. Education should be graded
to the disposition of the children. No country is
better for educating its rogues. A rogue is twice a
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rogue when educated. Noble children should be
educated, but the degenerates should be drilled.

As alchemy preceded chemistry, so selfish mo-
nopolies and vast private trusts will precede gener-
ous, codperative communism. The popular idea
that a commune is a refuge for vagabonds has not
been proved. We need more light. It is a matter
of record that American communities have been
conspicuous for their honesty, respected by their
neighbors, reliable in their products, and sanitary
in their domesticities. Is not a man greater who
loves race than a man who loves himself or his
family? Hur! Glory! All Hail! We notice with
joy that the cloister is being replaced by the public
library, the pulpit by the lecture hall, the clerical
instruction by enlightened educational methods,
the private grounds by the public parks, the study
of the lives of saints by the realistic, ennobling
drama. Every victory should count for humanity’s
progress—not for an individual’s especial liberty
or aggrandizement.

Let us suppress depraved barter and the hateful
dollar, undesirable progeny and forced family re-
lationships. Have the community so organized
that all are cared for, then the acme of one’s ex-
istence will be *“ love and sympathy,” and the good
will say, “ Sympathy I give you. It has no price.”

In civilization the “upper ten,” or those “in-
dependents” who live upon their accumulated
wealth, have always been less than ten per cent. of
the population. The balance have been dependent
upon their own labor, that of their friends, or upon
charity. The taking away of any useful, accus-
tomed employment of mind or body is always at-
tended with risk; for usefulness gives moral tone
and self-respect, while uselessness degrades char-
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acter. To ameliorate the conditions of the masses,
the Romans opened public granaries and furnished
amusements at the national expense; but they soon
found that they had made a mistake, as there was
no incentive left for personal exertion. When,
however, they would have corrected this error it
was found to be impossible. A privilege once con-
ceded becomes a right. From that time forward
the noble stalwart Roman farmer dwindled to the
level of the lazy good-for-nothing. So soon as an
adult prefers idleness to work, he is a tired, un-
healthy, and tainted atom in a community, and
should be denied food. In the middle ages the
monasteries of the medicant brothers were like
ulcers all over Europe, encouraging idleness and
promoting degeneracy.

We have every reason for believing that com-
munities governed by themselves were on all sides
of the Mediterranean coasts seven and eight thou-
sand years B. C. When Sir Henry Maine in “ An-
cient Law ” talks about “ Early Ages,” he is really
talking about modern times; whereas, Baldwin in
‘“ Prehistoric Nations” gives a most trustworthy
record of the long-headed ancient Cushites whose
loose independent confederacies were on all sides
of the Mediterranean from Spain to Syria. Kro-
potkin, also, sketches the early communities that
migrated from Asia, and describes the round-
headed inhabitants of the steppes in his “ Mutual
Aid.” Populations, once free, were forced west-
ward by the drying up of their undrained lakes and
fertile fields. As communities, simply desiring
existence and natural propagation, they cleared
forests, reclaimed marshes, and most of them were
happy and contented ; while perhaps some of their
more adventurous spirits or those hardest to please
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were finally obliged to locate in mountains and
unfertile surroundings. It therefore was necessary
for these latter to form themselves into warlike
brotherhoods whose predatory habits after several
centuries resulted in their being bought off by their
peaceful kin. As centuries rolled on, the indebted-
ness of the peaceful kin to the individuals of the
warlike brotherhoods resulted in master and serf.
This was the birth of feudalism, which has not yet
become extinct.

The Cushites of South Arabia, 500 B. C., were
probably the last of the prehistoric cultivated peo-
ple.* The Kabyles of the oases of the Sahara,
whose condition has not changed in 6000 years, are
possibly the last of the agricultural portion of these
communal people. The Kabyles are remarkable
for their feelings of virtue, duty, and altruism.

The Jews, with their supernatural fancies, con-
sidered themselves a chosen people. A proper feel-
ing of pride or love of one’s race is a requisite for
communal life. Little Jewish commercial com-
munities from the earliest historic days were scat-
tered along the shores of the Mediterranean.
Authentically these were the earliest efforts at
“ fraternities,” and these communal attempts were
made to secure social happiness and goodness,
and each had its treasury for succor or mutual
benefit.t

The love of race is cosmopolitan, but patriotism
is only a question of local intimate associations.
The moment the individuals form organizations,
it is the organization that they love and support.
To what extent we must be governed by others will
be an unsettled question to the end of time; but

# Baldwin, “ Prehistoric Races.”
+ Renan’s “ History of the People of Israel,” IV 197.
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those who preach personal liberty and plead for
individual autonomy in a community are idle, con-
ceited theorists who sit on the fence and egotistic-
ally dictate impossible, irrational, impracticable
dogmas. Their scheme as compared to the Geyser-
lander system of taskmasters is as a box of junk to
a well-regulated timepiece. Discipline is the
curbing of individualism. When a man joins a
regiment, or when a woman takes the veil of matri-
mony, his or her whole routine of life changes.
They must recognize obligations, and it is quib-
bling to claim that they are free. There are whole-
sale as well as retail principles of individual
liberty. The right arm of patriotism is discipline.
The voluntary acceptance of rigid military disci-
pline by the young and strong of a community in
the hour of danger marks the patriot. Insuffi-
ciently rigid regulations permit an army of pa-
triots to become an undisciplined horde.
Patriotism was developed in ancient Egypt by
giving each young man twelve acres of land and
a wife, but expecting absolute obedience to military
discipline in exchange. For example, the young
soldiers had to run twenty miles before breakfast.
In Gaul when there was a call to arms the last to
arrive was killed. Military Rome only recognized
two unpardonable crimes—cowardice and deser-
tion to the enemy. One of the best examples of this
loyalty to the organization is the patriot Labienus,
the friend of Cesar, and the commander of his
famous tenth legion, who refused to obey when he
was ordered to cross the Rubicon because it was
contrary to the law of the Roman Senate.
Justice is what the individual has a right to de-
mand of the state—economics is what the state has
a right to demand of the individual. Freedom is
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an inherent right; independence, a privilege;
liberty, a reward; license, a permit for what other-
wise would be tabooed.

If paradoxical, it is nevertheless true that the
price of liberty is responsibility. The individual
freedom that our ancestors enjoyed in the forests
is absolutely impossible with the modern condi-
tions, because, although ultimately the individual
is responsible—primarily the mass must be. Mod-
ern conditions demand centralization. This is
illustrated by the experience of a gentleman before
the days of the Postal Union sending a small pack-
age from Rome to London. It never reached
London, and there the owner was informed that
they knew nothing about it and could do nothing.
At Rome it was proven that the package had started
properly. Thus it was shown that a consolidated
system should be introduced that would be re-
sponsible.

“Individualism,” which means * egotistical
self,” must not be confounded with “individu-
ality,” which means “ personality,” or the aggre-
gation of those qualities which distinguish one
person from another. To be independent of cen-
tralization seems the goal of certain daring
adventurers who chafe under restraint. Their fer-
menting energies demand the recognition of their
personal freedom; they are proud of this sentiment
and have contempt for such as do not possess it.
Their ethical enlightenment has not progressed
beyond the coincidence of appreciating that the
world is their field for enterprise, to beat out or
make out of it what they can. These believers in
the right of individualism think that humanity is
like the freshly-hatched shad spawn, where each
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individual fish is free and has a right to seek his
own happiness, with the result that about four sur-
vive to grow to maturity out of about two million
hatched. The piscatory scheme of life is not unlike
that of civilization in that the big ones devour
the little ones. No noble person sympathizes with
the sneaking tiger who hunts out his prey alone.
Ungquestionably there is the other extreme when
the people are too much ruled by the state. The
Norseman, Saxon, and Frank, be they all of the
same race or not, were each loyal to the freedom
of the individual, as contrasted with the centraliza-
tion of the Roman state; but when we recollect
the absolute lack of liberty that prevailed in France
during the last period of the Roman sovereignty,
we cannot be surprised that the Gauls welcomed
the Northern barbarians. Life had become im-
possible under the greedy army of tax-gatherers.
“ A few of the inhabitants were becoming enor-
mously rich, but all the rest were fast becoming
miserably poor.”

What rights has man—this detail, this fragment,
this individual atom? From whence did he come?
Who shall succeed him? Is he a soul that has per-
sonal rights from the time of conception for all
eternity? Or is he a dependent atom weaned from
its mother and contributed as a fragment to the
community? A man has a right to receive from
the state according to his wants, and the state has
the right to receive from the man according to his
capacity. Or if the man does his duty to the state
the state should see that he has, as William Morris
put 1t,

Ist, A healthy body;

2d, An active mind in sympathy with the past,
present and future;
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34, Occupation fit for a healthy body and an
active mind;

4th, A beautiful world to live in.

The contra-extreme of self-asserting individual-
ism is meekness, which in excess means emascula-
tion. However, meekness is an essential of com-
munistic life—‘ the meek shall inherit the earth.”
The great leaders of monastic life have per-
formed most servile functions to exemplify the
necessity for meekness; as, for example, that long-
prevailing custom of nobles performing in imita-
tion of Christ, the extremely obnoxious task of
washing beggars’ feet; or, for a more specific
instance, when the proud Saint Hugo of Avalon,
Prior of Wilham, insisted dailv upon washing the
dirty dishes of the brethren. “ He that will be
first among you, let him serve the others.” Abra-
ham Lincoln observed, “ No man is good enough
to govern another man without the other man’s
consent.”

Representative government in a time of adversity
has always been found the best scheme of public
welfare; but in times of prosperity, when men be-
come partisans rather than citizens, then the his-
tory of communal governments has invariably
shown the need of a master hand, a dictator. The
intelligent Jews, as a mass, realized during the
time of Samuel that their enemies were better ruled
than they themselves, and therefore demanded a
soldier-king—Saul. At that time they were a
wretched, quarrelsome people, paying tribute to
the Philistines; but mark! one hundred years later
they were a nation supreme from the Red Sea to
Assyria.

Nevertheless, the town meeting is, has, and ever
will be the principal cause of common liberty and
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public weal. “TIt is better,” as Mathew Arnold
observed, ¢ that the body of the people, with all
its faults, should act for itself and control its own
affairs, than that it should be set aside as ignorant
and incapable and have its own affairs managed for
it by a so-called superior class.”

Individual freedom contrasted with the free-
dom of the commonweal is well demonstrated by
the struggling burghers of the medieval cities, who,
dodging between the desperate deeds of dying
feudalism and the juvenile encroachments of the
octopus printing-press, heroically contested against
the nobles, church, and kings for their own com-
munal rights. In England they essayed some nine
hundred different town charters—almost every
scheme was tried, none were satisfactory; and some
of our clumsiest municipal regulations are the sur-
vival of customs that are in no manner of use to-
day. “ Never, in fact, did any people endeavor to
solve the difficulty by creating an efficient govern-
ment with such resource and ingenuity as the
medieval burghers who, as need arose, flung them-
selves into the art of constitution-making with all
the persistence, temperance, energy, and economy
in patching up ancient models, and finding new
use for old materials.” *

In the history of our country we see that surviv-
ing love of commonweal, which was flirted with on
the Mayflower, seriously considered by John Win-
throp, and beautifully formulated in 1638 by
Thomas Hooker, of Hartford, who irrevocably
laid the salient principles of the town council that
dominates the United States to-day. “ The founda-
tion of authority,” said he, “is laid in the free con-
sent of the people—the choice of public magistrates

*“Town Life in the Fifteenth Century,” Mrs. J. R. Green.
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belongs unto the people—they who have power to
appoint officers and magistrates have the right also
to set the bounds and limitations of the power and
place unto which they call them.”

There was less reverence for “the house of
God ” in the free boroughs of old England than
is generally believed; for example, the parish
church was built by the people for themselves, and
we read of the priest paying the corporation for
not holding its meetings in the chancel while high
mass was being performed. The church was a
public convenience like the later meeting house of
the Quakers. The church bell rang the curfew
and was the signal for all public affairs. Stray
cattle were proclaimed at church, it was the
armory and often the prison. Public meetings
were held in the church, hence the Anglo-Saxon
custom of opening congress with prayer. Picnics
in churches were a common form for raising public
funds. It was Archbishop Laud who reverted to
the exclusive sanctity of the edifice.

The importance of a folk-meeting depends
largely upon those who attend it. Nowhere is
eternal vigilance more essential, because schemers
will plot to stampede it and politicians and trick-
sters to outwit it. All loose methods of balloting
should be avoided. What should be especially
guarded against is the accepting such procedures
as “ If no objection is made, the motion is consid-
ered passed.” Ye gods! How many times has the
right man been kept out of office by some flash of
eloquence for an unworthy nominee, followed by a
request that “ In his case the conventional forms be
suspended in his honor.” The Presidential Nomi-
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nating Conventions of the United States, or the
Conclave of the Cardinals for a new Pope have
been excellent models for folk-meetings. ‘“The
Venetian method for electing the doge in the
twelfth century was unique. Four members were
selected from the Great Council, these four elected
forty, not more than one to come from any one
family, and each of them to receive the votes of
three out of the four electors. The forty then se-
lected the doge.” (Hodgson, 331.)

The need of a folkmote seems an innate sentiment
with the white race. Itis to be noted that when the
last of the English guilds was abolished in 1628,
some six years later we see records of “ friendly
societies.” Turgot, about 1775, found the folk-
motes of France “ too noisy,” and therefore abol-
ished them. As a consequence, France was soon ripe
for a revolution. Our modern organizations for
insurance have succeeded these friendly societies.
Yet popular government has its limitations; a ma-
jority may be as tyrannical as a despot, or as illogi-
cal as a woman, and the only safeguards against any
government are an organized minority and a clear
knowledge of what the majority is doing. Mys-
tery and secrecy are always for the benefit of the
people on the inside. Liberal governments have
encouraged these insurance societies, but, most
wisely, only when their assets and liabilities are
open to public inspection; and true progress will
not have become marked until the government is
the insuree, as in New Zealand.

John Stuart Mill wrote:

. :‘ Competition may not be the best conceivable stimulus, but
It Is at present a necessary one, and no one can foresee the time
when it will not be indispensable to progress,”
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Let us always remember that the laws of Nature
are more complicated than mortal’s business
principles; and although competitive methods
will prevent stagnation, they are based upon indi-
vidual gain, and lack the noble motives that press
one to seek the happiness of all one’s fellow-beings.
Public necessity calls for invention, yet usually in-
vention is stimulated more for private gain than
for public necessity. Competition under commun-
ism must always be competition for mutual aid,
never competition for gain or profit. The princi-
ple of working to magnify one’s importance by
strangling competition must not prevail.

The successful advent of communism cannot be
accomplished while there exists the bitter antag-
onism between capital and labor. The wage-
earner is always in need of an employer, but the
employer does not always need the wage-earner.
Those willing to work among the unemployed
commonalty are the enemies of all those who have
established labor unions with suitable wages and
wholesome lives. These desperate destitutes are
not in a position to discuss right and wrong. It is
life or death with them. and unwittingly they make
the poorer class poorer and are the consolation of
the contractors. In the evolution of industry nu-
merous crafts have become extinct and others have
diminished in importance; many of the intelligent
master craftsmen have been replaced by unthinking
slaves of machinery. By these means women and
children can produce what in former times was
done by the trained journeyman who had acquired
their skill or knowledge by years of apprenticeship.
Successful private business goes into the market
and buys labor, skilled or unskilled, where it can
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be had the cheapest. It finds that women are pref-
erable employees, for there is a surplus of them.
Hence we find thousands of women who perform
as much work and do it as well as men, working at
half the price paid to men. Does anybody want
our government to follow that rule? We are sure
the best sentiment of the country is aiming strongly
in the new direction. Cruel child labor is so out-
rageous that we shall not even consider it.

Individual irresponsible laborers in any craft are
a class that is dangerous, and should be replaced
by guilds that are responsible for the individual.
By this method the Medical Association also
should be financially responsible for all of its prac-
titioners.

Trustworthiness should be made known, and
those who have not that quality should be ex-
pelled from the guilds by their associates for the
safety of the public and good name of the guild.
The above general rule should be qualified in favor
of those pioneering individuals with enterprising
initiative who, departing from the beaten track,
open new fields and herald progress. If the guilds
are to be responsible for these eccentric members,
they should be tagged, numbered, and properly de-
scribed on their permits, like the gauge pressure of
a steam boiler, so that the public may be safe-
guarded.

We once knew, in a village not far from the
wilderness about Moosehead Lake, a versatile
character, Abraham Sea, commonly called A B C,
who had been born and educated in New York,
but had been driven away from home because he
refused to have his life interests ebb and flow in
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one channel, and would not confine his energies
to one craft. He well knew that diversity of em-
ployment broadens a man’s field for happiness, and
in Maine he had found his sphere of usefulness, to
his own and everybody’s satisfaction ; for he taught
school on week days, and read stale sermons on
Sundays. He sold and prescribed drugs for man
and beast,and cut hair in a thoroughly practical if
very inartistic manner. One could tell his handi-
work wherever seen. He could fill and pull teeth
remarkably well; he could mend anything—from
harnesses and tin pans to fishing rods and jokes—
and besides all these accomplishments, by right of
nature, he took parental interest in more than half
of the community.

In a free country artificial methods for buttress-
ing castes are certainly short-sighted. If a negro
mechanic is as capable as a white mechanic he
should be given the same pay, or else he will be-
come a ‘“scab” and take away the white man’s
work at cheaper rates. If he does receive the same
pay it is reasonable to assume that his family, hav-
ing equal means with the white man’s, should have
similar tastes, and race jealousy begins. Therefore
a system of taskmasters should be introduced, as in
Geyserland, to direct the occupation of each man
according to his abilities and the best interests of
the community. If not, white mechanics must
excel their colored rivals or be driven out of their
trade.

Divided responsibility must be suppressed. The
individual, and not the head of the family, should
be established as the unit for social organization.
The theory of human equality is from any and
every evidence impossible, but justice to the indi-



102 GEYSERLAND

vidual is possible. Women must be economically
independent ; the expenses of child-bearing and the
proper drilling and education of children should
be provided for by the community to which they
belong. )

Secrets were the bonds that kept the old guilds
together, and it was necessary for the apprentices
to bind themselves for years to their taskmasters
and to take oaths to keep the secrets; and contribute
funds for the sick, to be ready to fight for the
blood-fine due their guild, or help pay the blood-
fine that the guild owed.*

The laws of skilled labor have come down to us
in three general classes—1Ist, caste, or the craft,
with its secrets, handed down from father to son,
dates from the autocratic Brahmin in India; 2d,
the projectors, with their paupers and slave labor;

* The old English education was the apprentice system. In every
parish in England, the large householders, the squire and the parson,
the farmers, smith, joiners, and shoemakers, were obliged by law to
divide amongst themselves according to their means. The children of
the poor would otherwise grow up unprovided for, and to clothe, feed,
lodge, and teach their children in return for their services, until they
were old enough to care for themselves, was the rule which was
acted upon for centuries. It broke down at last. The burden was
found disagreeable, the inroad tco heavy upon natural liberty. The
gentlemen were the first to decline or evade their obligations. Their
business was to take boys and girls for household services. They pre-
ferred to have their servants ready-made, they did not care to encumber
their establishments with awkward urchins or untidy slatterns who broke
their china and whom they were unable to dismiss. The farmers and
the artisans objected to bearing the entire charge—they, who had had
sufficient trouble to keep their own heads above water. They had
learned from the gentlemen that their first duty was to themselves, and
their ill-humor vented itself on the poor little wretches who were flung
upon their unwilling hands. The children were ill-used, starved, and
beaten. In some instances they were killed. The benevolent instincts
of the country took up their cause. Thus the system of apprenticeship
under its compulsory form passed away amidst universal execrations.
The masters were relieved from the obligation to educate, the lads
themselves from the obligation to be educated. They were left to their
parents, to their own helplessness, to the chances and casualties of life,
to grow up as they could, and drift untaught with whatever education
they could find. Then first arose the cry for the schoolmaster.”—FROUDE.
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3d, the autocratic swordsmen, with their mysterious
guilds and unions.

For the proper division of labor, Emperor Au-
relian was the first to take steps to restrict the
energies of skilled slaves, with the purpose of pre-
venting them from competing with the Roman
freedom.

Zeal at one’s labor in altruistic communities
was a question of demonstrating one’s capacity;
whereas, in civilization it was for individual
profit. Clerks are vigilant because they know that
their foremen are watching to see whom to
promote, just as every captain is on the lookout
to select the most capable private to wear the
chevron.*

Contrast the union’s ideal bricklayer with the
pioneer William Caxton, who learned the craft of
printing at the age of fifty-nine, 1481, and later
successfully became author, ink-maker, composi-
tor, pressman, binder, publisher, and bookseller.

A union of mechanics should be recognized so
soon as they became as a body responsible for the
actions of their members, their records subject to
inspection by the authorities. The only advantage
the union man has is in the sale of his labor.
Laborers employed in a body can get better pay
than when employed separately. Labor unions are
only a system of organizing those who are forced
to work for a living against the transcendent selfish-
ness of the rich, a clearing-house for idle energies.
Those who join them often do it with a bad spirit

* < TIn the fifteenth century a bricklayer or mason, carpenter or smith-
worker was equivalent to forty-eight pounds of bread or one-eighth of
a small ox, a day’s work. Six days were equal to three sheep and one
pair of shoes. According to the Riparian law a sword, spear, and iron
of a warrior were worth twenty-five cows or two years of a freedman’s
labor.”—Kropotkin.
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—living on the principle that “ existence in civ-
ilization is war.”

We know how cruel and unjust man has been to
men, but we believe that the “ common voice ” has
not been cruel. When mobs have been stampeded
to wild excesses of violence and cruelty, it has al-
ways been after, never before, some despotic auto-
crat had “ run amuck.” A cruel and bloodthirsty
rabble terrorized Rome because their fathers had
been proscribed and massacred by Sulla. The ter-
ror in France followed the tyranny of her selfish
kings. In England the barons, the master crafts-
man’s guilds and the priests were the originators
of those unjust ¢ Statutes of Labourers” that have
made the poor man hate the rich man and the rich
man curse the poor. There were few of these laws
in England before “ the Black Death.” The Saxon
hatred of being coerced and the love of common
rights had survived throughout the nation, but
when more than half the laborers died at the time
of the Black Death, the rich and powerful tried to
legislate to keep wages down, to prevent the ambi-
tious poor from leaving their native localities.
Then pillories multiplied and even branding be-
came a common practice for preventing the lowly
from trying to improve their conditions. This war
between capital and labor still prevails.

Charity is not mercy, but justice; those who give
for charity do so because they feel the nobler for
having done it. There were no beggars in Geyser-
land. Almsgiving and begging are a development
of Jewish civilization, and date back to Josiah.
Owing to the Jews’ habits of individual commer-
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cial enterprise, their independent and their de-
pendent classes had always been separated. Their
system of almsgiving had ever been their greatest
error. The poor were supposed to prevail every-
where. This may be so, but their number was only
in proportion to the ratio of the intelligence of the
government. The great advantage that a codperat-
ive industrial community has over all other forms
of government is the absence of the mobile mul-
titude or base class which form “the reserved
army of unemployed wage-breakers,” and who
are ever ready to take another’'s work for less
pay. To increase and multiply beyond their
resources has always been the fundamental de-
sire of the Jews. The labor markets of the
world have been flooded by gleaning wage-break-
ing Jews, and in spite of their sanitary laws, the
Jews compare ill with the well-fed Gentiles.
Since the time of Josiah, 650 B. C,, it has been
considered meritorious conduct for the Jews to
give alms to the poor; before that time the
priests throughout Palestine officiated also as
butchers, and by the toll collected for killing they
obtained a livelihood. Josiah abolished this priest-
hood except in Jerusalem, and laymen from that
day to this have become butchers for the Jews.
The ex-priests were told to come to Jerusalem,
where those who had sufficient intellectual capacity
were permitted to exercise their official functions
and were regularly installed in the Temple. The
inferior ones became beggars and parasites and
were added to the helpless mendicants about the
Temple, a new charge for the community to carry.
Since then generosity to beggars in the outer court
has been regarded as an indication of righteous-
ness. The pious Jew made frequent pilgrimages
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to the Temple with his family, and always on these
occasions took with him hampers with sufficient
provisions to enable him to share bountifully his
repast with these poor about the Temple.

Unbridled individualism is a modern growth,
and is not characteristic of primitive mankind.
We know that without organization public rights
are seldom protected by an individual’s energy.
The land held by the Commons of England fur-
nished only one-tenth of what individual enterprise
later made them produce.

The communities on the shores of the Mediter-
ranean in the earliest days had superior families
from whom chieftains were selected. The repub-
lican oligarchical forms of government have been
the most successful for building up nations. The
eminent men—senators—whose right of office is
hereditary in some nations, in others depending
upon the men’s capacity, have in misfortune ever
been the best pilots; but when the wheel turned
and national misfortune was replaced by pros-
perity, these senators have always descended to
petty jealousies and unpatriotic practices.

The confederation of these independent com-
munities was similar to the Greek nations in the
Trojan wars, or the States of America. The posi-
tion of the free individuals in these nations was on
the codperative principle. Slaves were debtors,
captives, or outcasts.

Besides the Jewish communities,—bound to-
gether by their peculiar habits and secret customs,
—there were also “ the ancient Greek Mysteries.”
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These were possible imitators of Jewish communi-
ties. The old guilds and our modern secret so-
cieties, such as Masons, Elks, etc.,, may be traced
to the same source. Unfortunately, the histories
of these mysteries have come down to us prin-
cipally through the early church writers, who op-
posed them as creations of unbelievers and feared
them as wealthy rivals. We know that they had
attractions similar to our modern arts, such as paint-
ing, sculpture, architecture, music, and dancing.
The masters of these Greek Mysteries invited thus:
‘“ Come to us, ye who are of clean hands and pure
speech, ye who are unstained by crime, ye who have
a good conscience toward the Almighty, ye who
have done justly and lived uprightly.” The upper
class Mysteries were never so popular in Rome as
in Greece. The Romans, whose characteristic
feature was their devotion to the state and the
family, were opposed to all secret societies, par-
ticularly those that had a treasury of any impor-
tance. The collegia opificum, or workmen’s guild,
formed in Rome 67 B. C., became so powerful that
the Senate became jealous and it was abolished.
The mysterious Druids caused Augustus much dis-
quietude. However, the poor freedman and slave
were permitted to have many of these clubs (col-
legia). They were generally organized on a basis
for assuring a desired form of burial; but en-
joyment must also have been the object, for at their
meetings they observed stringent rules. One such
rule formulated for the purpose of preventing dis-
cord was “ that none of the business of the society
should be discussed at their social meetings”;
another, that “every violent act or rude remark
should be punished by fine.” It was by such so-
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cieties that Peter and Paul were introduced into
Rome.

The Christians were considered by the Romans
as following a communistic cult for two centuries
after Jesus, and it is to be particularly noted that
for three years after the Pentecost all the disciples
in Jerusalem lived an altruistic, codperative, com-
munistic life. But the same troubles that have
broken up modern experiments slowly appeared
with them. The Hellenite converts complained
that their widows received less at the distribution
than those of the Hebrews, and it finally came to
pass that the common democratic Church of Christ
was succeeded by the Catholic Church of the auto-
crat. The “ Great Arian Heresy” was only an
attempt to return to the Pentecostal communistic
life.

Possibly the noblest communities of ancient times
were the Essenes, who exemplified the highest
conditions of human society in early times,*
in the same manner that the “ Brook Farm”
or the “Oneida Community” have in ours.
The Essenes had been organized for one hundred
and fifty years before the time of Jesus: Many
believe Jesus had dwelt among them, as we have
little record of his life between the ages of twelve
and twenty-eight. The Essenes had adopted the
theory of the immortality of the soul. They were
the first in the world to condemn slavery.” Al-
though a secret organization, they kept nothing
hidden from their brethren. Josephus states that
the Essenes so loved their race and its perpetuation
that spouses lived together for three years and only

* Seneca.
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married if the union proved fruitful—trial mar-
riages. Essenism was the most perfect expression
of the example of Jesus, and it is difficult not to
think that the almost total absence of any mention
of the Essenes in the Bible was caused by a mutual
understanding on the part of the fathers of the
church.



CHAPTER V
MARBLE WHARF—INTRODUCTION OF CHARACTERS

“In a happy world there must be pain and sorrow.”—FIsKE.

IN order quickly to introduce several of the
characters that appear in our story, we will now
describe a scene that occurred on a summer day,
1639 A. D., in Geyserland, on the greensward by the
entrance to the spacious marble pier, which was
artistically decorated with carvings of various flora
of the sea.

The beautiful Evrona was seated watching a
busy crowd of sweepers who were singing as they
cleaned this attractive approach to the lake. The
taskmasters tried to so arrange that each adult loved
his work, because labor suited to the worker can
generally be made play. Teachers and those best
acquainted with children have found that it is un-
congenial labor that wearies. As Johnson says,
“ Mankind are gay or serious by infection.” These
sweepers were really as gay as a corps of ballet
girls appear. A droll veteran had been mimicking
in a high tenor voice Inspector Donis— What
cannot be kept cleaned, must be cleaned up.” This
ponderous thought was one of the recent remarks
of “ Dumb Donis,” who, like Voltaire or Talley-
rand, formulated all his thoughts into axioms. Un-
fortunately, his axioms were platitudes, and if he
had been dumb the world would not have suffered
for lack of these outbursts of conversation. He
was, however, a good, conscientious inspector.

10
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Hardly had the mimicking ceased when they
were startled by the shrill voice of the original as
he approached with his escort on the final tour of
inspection for the afternoon watch—Dumb Donis
himself! The taskmasters allotted the duties, and
the inspectors saw that the work was accomplished.
As each individual was working for the good of all,
each one took pride in having his work inspected.
A system of supervision is the beginning of correct
governments. Donis had barely time to remark,
“’Tis good! What is well done is satisfactory,”
when the bells from the beacon towers that girdle
the lake like a zodiac, chimed the record of the
hour, the signal for the change of watch, and for
those who were busy to stop their work. With
song and dance and merriment the sweepers went
to their individual bowers to don their costumes
of recreation, followed by Inspector Donis and
his disbanded guardsmen.

Vice-Marshal Roul, the commander of the
escort, with swarthy skin and black hair, was a
superb-looking man of the epicurean type. He
was exquisitely groomed. Nothwithstanding his
ease of manner and his well-known tendency to
take the course that met with the least resistance,
he was a courageous man with whom no one tri-
fled—unless, as the Irishman said, ‘“ he was pre-
pared to give or take a whacking.”

As he passed, Roul saluted Evrona. In the
greeting she read the sympathy in his eye. The
heart leaps at a soul-responding glance. She saw
that he recognized her sorrow, for not as fortunate
as Fairmena, of the same age, she had failed to be
appointed a matron, not for lack of physical or in-
tellectual qualities, but for waywardness of tem-
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perament. Unlike the system of Plato’s homo-
culture, that of the Geyserlanders insisted on a
temperamental as well as a physical standard.
This queen of feminine beauty, Evrona, pos-
sessed a superbly-proportioned physique, grace-
ful carriage, and fair coloring, lustrous with the
bloom of youth. The tints of her round cheeks
were like soft ivory with rose-buds crushed upon
them; her nostrils dilated with the joys of living,
she was the embodiment of buoyant, healthy
womanhood. Her most striking characteristic was
the proud manner with which she carried her
breast bone, as if she were always conscious of it.
This gave her, as it will give anyone, an unmistak-
able air of distinction. Unquestionably women are
handsomer in a high state of culture, men in low.
A long race of clever people means a race of
beautiful women. In spite of all these attractions,
she had not been admitted to the matron class, and
therefore, like a working bee, must perform such
duties as were allotted to her by the taskmasters.

As Evrona recognized her successful rival, Fair-
mena, approaching, she stood up and greeted her
with exaggerated formality.

“ 1 humble myself before the champion maiden
of this year.”

Fairmena laughed, and said with a gentle voice:

“ Stop, not yet, dear Evrona.”

“ Why not begin now? Since I shall always have
to humble myself before you? ”

“Tut! We are all workers; my future task is
no easy one. Why do you begrudge me the good
name that goes with it?”

“It is not your success, dear Fairmena,” re-
plied Evrona, “ but my failure that I feel so bit-
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terly. It is told that in the old days ‘all women
could be mothers.””

“Yes, but in those days of marriage a woman
had to live her whole life with the same man.”

“T certainly should not like that scheme,” ejac-
ulated Evrona.

“ No, it would be very difficult to know any man
well enough to pledge him that. You are free
now.”

“True, that is a consolation, and if I do not en-
joy my freedom it will be because I am not effi-
cient.”

The elderly Minerva-like Sibis, arriving on the
scene in time to hear this last remark, laughingly
said: “ My, my! Don’t worry about that, you fasci-
nating beauty; from what I know of your past in-
iquities your efficacy for stirring up man’s peace
of body will break all past records, my auburn rose.
That is what you are for—my best wishes go with
you, and my congratulations to all the successful
wild blades of pleasure. What a world this would
be if all women had to be mothers, like Fairmena,
or serious and pedantic like myself! Who would
there be to cause all our laughter and quarrels? ”

“ Oh, oh!” exclaimed Evrona, “ this from you,
strict preceptress of my untarnished past? It
would appear that but yesterday you censured me
for what to-day you approve.”

“ From me, of course, I'm just the same,” said
Sibis with a mischievous look; “but, mind you,
your conditions have changed; you are of age, and
must understand that it would have been a mistake
to inculcate your young innocent mind with ideas
of adult life. It must always remain a principle
with us not to mention before lassies like you any-
thing suggestive of love, lest your natural inclina-
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tion to pleasure, which at your age is so strong and
violent, should hurry you into follies and unwise
excesses. Never burden a child’s imagination
with knowledge of sexual relations. You have
wisely been kept ignorant, but the chief of your
gross will see that the fascinating box of amative
information is now opened wide for your complete
edification; and you must know, dear Evrona, that
our gayety in the line of our natural duties makes
us nearer to a perfect state. Life should be joyous,
and the shortest road to merriment is making others
around us happy; but it is not necessary for me to
bid an acorn to become an oak tree.”

Then the picturesque Roul and the silent Donis
reappeared in costumes of leisure. The cumbrous
folds of their luxurious apparel bespoke an ele-
ment of rest, ease, and idleness.

“ My salutations, all,” said Roul, “ and my most
respectful regards, with my congratulations to you,
precious Fairmena. I am honored in putting my-
self at your feet.”

“Not so soon, my gallant Roul,” said Fair-
mena. “ Your salutations, dear Marshal, are too
profund; pray, wait until the moon of the New
Year before you do homage to one so young as 1.”

“ Permit me, sweet maiden,” Donis remarked,
‘“ to say that superior people are those who are most
beneficial to the state.”

‘“ Bravo, young friends, for your gallantry. We
older ones must look to our laurels,” observed
Sibis.

“Thank you. Your approbation, good Sibis, is
my standard.”

Sibis, putting her thin, warm hand on Fair-
mena’s shoulder, said: -
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‘“ And you, Fairmena, have exhausted my super-
lative expressions of commendation.”

“And here is our lovely Evrona,” said Roul,
with a most courtly gesture, “ the most vivacious,
vibrating maiden in our land; and what mischief
she will cause!”

“Our dear Sibis thinks so, and I shall spare no
efforts,” said Evrona, with a bravely-attempted
smile.

“T know it,” said Sibis. “You’ll do your best
to do your worst!”

“Young women who are attractive and beauti-
ful enjoy life more than those who are not,” re-
marked Donis.

This conversation was interrupted by the watch-
man rushing in with:

“Ho, Sire Roul, have you seen the Captain of
the Wharf? There is trouble on the lake. Look!
Here!. There!”

* * * * *

Under a cluster of pomegranate trees, playing a
game like our solitaire, was found a red-faced, fat,
pompous, middle-aged man. Such a happy-go-
lucky temperament had he that he was able, like
one of our firemen, to do nothing for twenty-three
hours and a half, and then work fifteen minutes, or
forty hours without a moment’s rest. He was the
Captain of the Wharf, and arriving upon the scene
with his official spy-glass, first mumbled, then
shrieked:

“ What is the matter? Distress? Yes, the signal
of accident, and for a surgeon. Run, Watchman,
and summon a surgeon and a taskmaster. Quick,
man, before they arrive.”

“Tt is the brave Fasho’s boat,” said Evrona; and
half audibly added, “ Can the accident be to him?
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I hope so, if it is not too serious; for I don’t want
to be the last one suppressed for imperfections.”

“ T cannot see what it is in the boat. It looks like
a wild man,” said the Wharf Captain.

Then the venerable Taskmaster Jab, accompa-
nied by Wewo, one of the supreme doctors, was
escorted to the wharf by the attendants.

The boat came to the landing, and Fasho, the
Marshal of the Junior Guards, pale and limping,
stepped ashore with his crew. He saluted the
elders, Fairmena, and the others. The crew mut-
tered a wild, weird chant, which betokened mis-
fortune, as Catholics cross themselves when death
is mentioned, or gentlemen remove their hats for
SOTTOW.

“ Brave Fasho, are you in pain?” said Jab.

“T have yet to learn what pain is,” boldly ex-
claimed Fasho; for, like many wise men, he be-
lieved that one misfortune must follow another,
therefore he courageously denied misfortune and
laughed at pain.

. “’}Brave boy! a lad like you knows how to suf-
er.

“Let us hope that the hazard of chance will
make it no worse than pain,” replied Fasho.

“ Where have you been?” said Jab. “ Speak.”

.lgasho, leaning for support on a carved bench,
said:

“ Three days ago, on the outside sea, we wounded
a whale and pursued it many hours. It escaped
in the broken ice. We were resting and floating
while eating, when our attention was attracted to
a peculiar spot. There is the peculiar spot,” con-
tinued Fasho, as he pointed to the stranger, Adam
Mann, who at that moment was being brought
ashore in Cromwellian costume, with pistols and
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blunderbusses, and who, after getting his footing,
took off his hat, bowed to the company, and smiled
in the style of the English rustic.

“We rescued this man from the frozen shore,
with great difficulty, and unfortunately poor Zeffo,
one of our bravest old sailors, was drowned. When
we took this man aboard with all his odd machin-
ery we thought him dying. We gave him tonics
and liquors and with all haste returned here. The
sea was high and rough and the tide was low; the
entrance over the bar to the water tunnel was im-
possible with our load, but delay was dangerous.
Therefore we disembarked our weight on the outer
rocks and ice, and, wading, pushed our boat over
the reef. Near the mouth of the tunnel was float-
ing ice, jammed together. All went well until the
last moment, when there remained nothing but
that unlucky muddle-brained creature, overcome
and stupefied by the drugs we had given him. I
took him in my arms and started to carry him
across the reef, when the ice jam broke and caught
me. I staggered to the boat and these brave com-
rades pulled us in. I did my best, sire.”

“Dr. Wewo,” said Jab, “ care for Fasho and let
us know how serious his wounds are; and now,
Assistant Surgeon, you who are learned in bad and
instructed in good, what do you think of this pres-
encer " *

Adam stood there, thin and emaciated, and in his
awkward manner made a salute, but it was a half-
hearted salute, for he did not wish to appear obse-
quious, and all salutations are in the nature of
humbling one’s self to another. Englishmen re-

*The medical corps in Geyserland was like our fire department.
When a doctor was wanted he was summoned, and false alarms were
probably penalized.
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semble American women, in that under embar-
rassing circumstances they have a peculiar gift of
landing on their feet and not showing surprise.
The American Indian also had this dignified qual-
ity, and with becoming respect to others never rec-
ognized any one as his superior.

The Assistant Surgeon replied to Jab:

“ It is a man, a dirty man—a man now dazed by
the stimulants Fasho has given him; overgrown,
very bilious, and to me appearing to have no qual-
ities superior to those now possessed by our race.
And as one’s right to live depends largely upon
what one brings into the world, I should suggest
that he be sent to the Dissolution House.”

“Do not condemn this unfortunate man for bil-
iousness,” said Sibis, “ for that can be cured; and
after all, blood is life, but bile is immortality.”

“ Give him to me to care for,” exclaimed Wewo.
“ He has done nothing wrong. He is not a proper
subject for vivisection.”

Still the Assistant Surgeon contended that he
was a worthless waif, who had already brought dis-
aster to the noble Fasho, and death to a good sailor,
and one who could bring nothing worth knowing
to the island.

‘“ Another one just like him would not be a valu-
able addition to our numbers,” observed Donis.

“Nay,” said Wewo, “ this weather-beaten waif
has come from far away. Give him time. He
may at least bring good records of the undiscov-
ered places of the mental globe.”*

“Then take him,” said Taskmaster Jab, “ take

* As the terrestrial globe confines all that is possible for the material
carth to hold, so, on to the intellectual globe, there is a limit to that
which the human mind can reach. Most radii are still in their infancy,
but Agassiz said: “The human understanding has fixed limits.” We
must, for example, stop at death, at counting the stars, at squaring the
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him, good Wewo, and care for him, and when
strong enough have him properly costumed and
delivered to the masters of the hillside cultivators,
that he may perform his work. The faculty of the
Experimental Grange can report to us later as to
his possible usefulness in their department.”

‘I have heard, sire, and will obey.”

“How about Fasho?” said Jab.

“He is badly crippled; his spine is injured,”
Dr. Wewo replied.

“ Great Spirit, help me!” cried Fasho, with a
startling, piercing, pitiable howl, peculiar to man.*
“Am I to be second to Roul? I, Fasho, who am
the model and champion of the race, and Fair-
mena, my darling, the joy of my future, lost to
Roul! To Roul, a spiritless second; handsome,
elegant; but man, no! And he to be the hero of
the class of the year 392, he to be the progenitor,
and I, Fasho, to remain a plain guardsman! From
the most promising fruit on the tree, to become
but a leaf—!"’

“Stop, good Fasho,” said Sibis; “ remember,
you have your good spirit. You have done what
1s right; every one respects these wounds. Noble
wounds are but badges of glory. Who but the
brave Fasho, at.the risk of his life, would have
saved such a thing as that? Yes, Roul, our polite
Roul, will take your place as progenitor. But our
minstrels will sing the song of our Fasho’s merit
long after Roul is dead and gone.”

“That is true,” said Evrona with fervor; “ we
girls make heroes famous; we will sing your

o

circle, at perpetual motion, at the origin of space. The human ear is

sensitive to vibrations not exceeding 38,000 in a second; but beyond that

we do not grasp sound. Who knows but the peals of thunder are only

stray vibrations from what is constantly outside of our hearing.
*'Gibbon has said that every species has its cry of pain.
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praises, we will not forget our brave Fasho, or
cease to admire him.”

‘“ People praise that which they admire,” re-
marked Donis.

“] would rather be dead!” exclaimed Fasho.

“That would not prevent our admiring you,”
said Sibis. “For death to a hero means but the
beginning of his influence.”

“ Bah!” exclaimed Fasho, as Evrona attempted
to approach and soothe him. “I am a tough-
skinned, hard-nerved man, and seek other charms
than wine-cups, women, and song. No, Evrona,
give me risks and dangers, and my Fairmena, my
Fairmena! Fairmena! My very Life! Have I
not the right to love her better than my life?”

“Fear no lack of delicacy from me, Fasho,”
said Roul slowly. “1I have long been second in
our class. If fate has now made me the most prom-
inent, let me be among the first of your friends to
express my sincere and full sympathy for your
misfortune.”

“Zounds!” exclaimed Fasho. “ Numbers give
order, but they don’t tally distance. One may be
here, but two, six, or a dozen may be many leagues
away amid vulgar mediocrity.”

‘Hasten not to anger,” said Roul. “ Disap-
pointments surprise and disgust the weak; but no
one has ever accused you, Fasho, of being weaker
in spirit than in body. The body is broken,
brother, but the standard of the man can still be
first in all else.”

“ Gutter-bug! Stop!” cried Fasho. “TI’ll have
no more. Take my place, let your dull fire burn
with Fairmena’s love, but give me peace! Mad
I am!”



CHAPTER VI

TEMPERAMENTS — BOORS — AUTOCRATS -— PRO-
JECTORS—ALTRUISTS

TEMPERAMENT: From temper, to modify by mixing; mens, the mind.
is the quality of the mind, resulting from the blending of various
bloods.

THE Creator seems to have preferred the number
two as a basis of origination of the universe—
light and darkness; ethereal and material; male
and female. Whereas, man in his organizations,
inventions and philosophies seems to have followed
a three-cornered system—the king, the people, and
the church; the representative, the executive, the
judicial; water, force, and boat.

Human nature is never the same. Nature’s law
is perfect order, combined with infinite variety.
Only such individuals as possess certain temper-
aments are capable of enjoying fraternal commu-
nal life. A moment’s reflection must convince all
intelligent persons that an individual is only enti-
tled to the position he or she is qualified to occupy.
A free man is not responsible for his ancestry; he
may not be responsible for his environment; but a
free man is responsible for actions of his own voli-
tion. Why should we not inquire, from whence
our bad temperaments come, in the same manner
that we seek to ascertain the causes of our physical
degeneracy?

We purpose in this chapter to point out that one

of the greatest differences between Geyserland and
121
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civilization was the interest taken in Geyserland
in the temperaments of the progeny.

Few intelligent people go through life without
studying, comparing, and classifying their fellow-
men. This is equally true of the innocent maiden
of fifty and the professor of psychology in his
prime. To do this justly, men should be able to
distinguish the complex compounds of their tem-
peraments. The just old principle of “ weights
and measures” that has brought order to com-
merce was employed in Geyserland for selecting
suitable persons for each occupation. Their sys-
tem was, however, tenfold more practical than our
service examinations.

John Locke wrote, “ We have no innate idea of
principle.” Robert Owen claimed, “ Character
is made only by education and surroundings.”
Sir Francis Galton believed that “ heredity and
training,” ‘“nature and nurture,” are all that
were required to produce eminent men. We will
endeavor to show that none of these is wholly
satisfactory, and that it is by the combination of
the following causes that our complex characters
are formed:

1st. Pre-natal influences; the sources of our en-
ergies.

2nd. The condition of our environments; the
source of our social life.

3rd. Education; the source of our ideals.

The careful selection and cultivation of these
causes will result in a temperament or a type of
humanity capable of appreciating altruism.

In speaking of people as belonging to consump-
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tive families, we really mean that their organs of
respiration are well adapted to receive and nour-
ish the germs of consumption; or, in other words,
the lungs of those individuals have hereditary pro-
clivities toward that disease. This illustrates the
Geyserland theory of pre-natal influences or tem-
peraments, and the successful breeding for such
temperaments will be explained in Chapter VII.

With the desire to establish order in the present
confused condition of ideas about tendencies of
heredity, and to better understand our fellow-
beings, the following classification of humanity is
suggested : the Boor, the Autocrat, the Projector,
and the Altruist or ideal type, which is the result
obtained by the blending of the first three. When
any of these types are discovered to-day, in an ap-
proaching pure state, it can more easily be attrib-
uted to the constant mating of those of similar tastes
than to race or locality.

An ideal type of humanity cannot be portrayed;
like the Millennium, it will never be realized.
However, the science of blending the fundamental
types will ever be our most important study, and
it must always be by keeping our characters above
our pleasures and ambitions that progressive life
can thrive. Where this order is reversed, stagna-
tion and deterioration quickly follow.

Was it just for the majority of voters of Aus-
tralia to proclaim the doctrine, ‘“ The conservation
of Australia for the best element of the white
race’? Nothing justifies one in assuming that the
white race is superior because it is white. We
know that in ancient days there were eminent
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men who were not white; for example, the early
Pharaohs, Buddha, Confucius, and Mahomet. In
the picture-writing of ancient Egypt the red man
invariably has the place of honor. The beautiful
damsel on the throne in the antediluvian City of
Brass is described as having red cheeks and black
hair, while her attendants are one white and the
other black. Merit must be judged by standards
less trivial than language, skin, or presumption.
Of the 1,400,000,000 people on the earth, no two
are alike. The fair Scandinavian is best for Nor-
way and Sweden, the dark-skinned man for equa-
torial Africa. The characteristics of each race are
evolved to suit the conditions of its life. Every-
thing is right in the right place. Physical beauty
is the outward manifestation of physical perfec-
tion, and each climate or locality necessitates a sep-
arate type of physical endowment that should be
constantly varying and improving.

We do not claim that these fundamental types
originated in any particular race, nor can we state
positively whence they came. But the intermin-
gling of these three primitive varieties of blood
could have produced the fourth or an ideal type;
as a matter of fact, our present mongrel conditions
have been brought about by the hazards of migra-
tions, and to-day we can detect unequal traces of
the three fundamental types everywhere.

Descriptions of the four types will be elaborated
later in this chapter. We name and sketch them
now.

I. Boors, or HUSBANDMEN. Willing to work,
obedient, domestic, industrious, and patriotic.

II. AUTOCRATS, or SWORDSMEN.—Determined
to drill others. They were combative, dominating,
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punctilious concerning their own social recogni-
tion, ambitious and given to excesses. They be-
lieved in their own divine superiority and their
inspired privilege to dominate religion.

ITI. PRrROJECTORS.—Schemers who wished to
make profit by, and, if possible, enslave those with
whom they came in contact. They were fond of
travel; initiative, artistic, enterprising, and indi-
vidually greedy. With an ultimate desire for com-
mercial profit, the Projectors have ever pondered
over the secrets of Nature, and to them we owe
our sciences and arts,

IV. IDEAL SECONDARY TYPE, ALTRUISTS.—The
Altruists, the happiest possible blending of these
three primitive types. They were appreciative,
loved moderation, and were just, with noble acts
and inclinations.

The study, appreciation, and blending of these
three original temperaments was better understood
in the time of Homer. Men were then bred to be
capable of performing the functions that the com-
munity expected of them.

Rumors, and the flash-lights of history that have
recently been thrown by science into prehistoric
times, show that in early days the three types of
primitive minds were but little tempered. We
can imagine the pure pastoral Boor wearing his
girdle of goatskin, with a club and shepherd’s
crook caring for the flocks of Abraham and Lot;
the Autocrat Nimrod ordering cities to be built
and killing lions; or the Projector Ishmaelites
from Galeed buying Joseph from his brethren to
sell in Egypt. But to-day the types are mixed;
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many sons of Rolla are following plows, and the
offspring of handmaidens are .sitting on royal
thrones.

Possibly our theory is a very ancient one. One
clue which leads us to believe this is the suits of
playing cards. We are informed that these cards
came from the Arabs. Whatever came from the
Arabs is of untold antiquity, as they had a habit of
“hibernating ” for centuries, and the modern
Arabs do not know their own history, which re-
calls their own proverb,—and proverbs existed
long before books,—In the desert one forgets
everything, one remembers nothing any more.”

The following table gives the different suits in
various times and countries, showing how our play-
ing cards throw an instructive side-light on an-
cient classifications of humanity, which corrobo-
rates our theory:

BOORS AUTOCRATS PROJECTORS ALTRUISTS

CLuBs SpaDEs (EspADA) DiaMoNDs HEearTts*
Labor Coltrole Merchant Love
Batons Swords Money Cups
Trefle (Clover Leaf) Pique Carreau Ceeur
Acorn Leaves Bells Hearts
Knuttel Pique Diamanten Herz
Eichel Green Schellen Roth

*In the middle ages hearts were supposed to be ecclesiastical. We
prefer to believe that they were originally altrustic.

I. BOORS—WORKERS

Who lived under the formula, “ Do the nearest duty.”

One of the first queries of every student of his-
tory is, what is the difference between the patrician
and the plebeian? Can they change places? If
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not, why not? Assuming that they can, why have
some been able to do so, others not?

The Boor was a plodding, stay-at-home, unad-
venturing mortal; living in the present, loving his
surroundings, and cultivating the soil. In his pure
state he might have been drilled or trained, but it
is doubtful if he could have been educated. Hav-
ing a shallow mind, he was always willing to fol-
low any industrious or warlike occupation, but
slow to enter into uncertain, intellectual fields.

Existence was his chief object. The agricultural
Boors were always conspicuous for their fidelity
to their wives, and their large families, in contrast
to the nomad Projector or the adventure-loving
Autocrat. The binding ties of family and house-
hold gods of the Boors, with their conservation and
respect for ancient oaths and promises, have ever
made them conspicuously patriotic. The pure
Boors have in history ever been the willing follow-
ers of their autocratic chiefs.

In appearance the Boors were noted for their
large hands and feet and for their insignificant
noses. It is said that those with large nostrils
brought the highest prices in the slave or labor
market.

The Boors always constituted the masses of fight-
ing men. Their number was largely augmented
by degenerates of the Autocrats or Projectors,—
offspring, or captives, or ill-treated slaves,—whose
weak bodies too often were the cause of unambi-
tious spirits. The Boor did not mind being found
fault with if the complaint was just.

It is a sad reflection, that to the Boor personally
victory or defeat made but little difference—simply
a change of tax-gatherers. The victor was allowed
a little license, a short debauch, and what loot he



128 GEYSERLAND

could carry away. The last was soon lost by
gambling and the Boor was the same as before.

Gambling has and probably will always exist.
The special methods employed by the different
temperaments is worthy of note. With the Boor,
having little to lose they are ever ready to take
chances for increasing their meager portion or los-
ing it all. Their peculiar systems have been by
lots or lottery. We believe that the lottery is right
in the right place. Hope, which is an inherent
right with the Autocrat and Projector, is practic-
ally denied the Boor; therefore, if law is justice,
as conceived by human minds, it will be successful
only as it adapts itself to the ever-changing char-
acter of the people. Hence we believe that the
little pittance paid to the state lottery by the Boors
in those southern countries where there are no mid-
dle classes or Projectors, does but little harm com-
pared to the cheerfulness it brings in the form of
fertile dreams of possible future opulence. Brav-
ery and a love for hazardous adventures have ever
been features of the Autocrat, where the element
of chance is more the objective point than skill;
and if fortune is against the Autocrat he takes a
peculiar pride in stoically accepting his bad luck.
Dice, roulette, cock fights, sports, and racing have
been his favorite methods. The Projectors, with
their sagacity, have never been eminent as gam-
blers. At the race-course they are the book-
makers, at the card table their games are those of
skill. Their bold and tremendous mercantile ad-
ventures are based upon calculation and knowl-
edge, while, with the Altruist, gambling has been
for the amusement of the sport, and for trivial
stakes only, because he recognizes that one-half
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of the misery of this world has been brought about
by gambling. The Britons, Normans, Teutons,
Scotch, and Jews have never been conspicuous for
gambling. It is interesting to note as an item of
history that when Charles I1. reéstablished a Court
at St. James it became a fad with the autocratic
cavaliers to imitate the desperate conditions of the
Court at Versailles when gambling was in vogue
(probably more from necessity than choice among
the courtiers, who were coerced to live beyond
their means), and since then it has been the role
of such snobs who wish to appear of the smart set
to bet and gamble for heavy stakes.

From the earliest times Boors have been plen-
tiful, always necessary, but never much respected.
The romance of their lives seems to have been in
its rural simplicity and lack of ambition. Their
contentment consists in possessing only such tastes
and desires as can be satisfied by their surroundings.

“ From toil he wins his spirits light,
From busy day the peaceful night;
Rich, from the very want of wealth,
In Heaven's best treasures, peace and health.”
—Gray.

In rude times the Boor, unarmored, fighting with
clubs and stones, was obviously different from the
armored autocratic sword-bearer. But to-day, the
poor laborer or proletarian, with his blood mingled
with that of the Swordsman and the Projector, is
less credulous than the true Boor. He has happily
begun to reckon cost, chances, benefits, and profits
before enlisting to fight for his own, his country’s,
or anybody else’s rights.

People, in speaking about the ‘ stalwart Roman,”
meant not only the patrician Swordsman, but also
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the poor husbandman who had been drilled by the
Swordsman to be the ideal fighting man. The
Roman Boor in the early days of the Republic was
the bulwark of the state, and his decadence was
Rome’s ruin.

In all degrees of culture there are a great num-
ber of absolutely necessary occupations, which, if
not degrading, certainly are not ennobling. In
the savage, barbaric, and civilized stages these
tasks were performed by the Boors, captives, slaves,
or criminals.

In Geyserland it was recognized, and it is be-
ginning to be appreciated by us, that this low order
of work, if equally divided amongst all classes,
will not only be restful but unquestionably bene-
ficial. Florence Nightingale said, “ The three R’s
without industry lead to the fourth R—rascality.”
The husbandman must not be despised. To-day
the enlightenment of the world has so far advanced
that we must consider absurd those antediluvian
prejudices against the cultivation of the soil, as
attested by the refusal of Cain’s sacrifice, and the
cursing of Adam.

The Boor is absolutely necessary. All profes-
sional breeders know that interbred stock * runs
out” and becomes *“ weedy” unless occasionally
strengthened from something nearer the soil. The
Swordsman and the Projector must recognize the
importance of both the gentle, companionable
woman and the industrious man among the boors.
Let them take as mates those toilers who work
without ambition, and without scheming, for it is
possible from the ranks of these may be recruited
the elements for the fairest flowers of altruism.
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II. AUTOCRATS OR SWORDSMEN
Motto: “ Divine Right.”

The Autocrats might be typified by the old
Saxons or Asars.

“The Asar dwelt in Ida Wollum,
Ttey drank wine and were merry;
They made iron tools, they played at dice,
No cruel thirst for gold impeded them;
Till the three Virgins came from Thrymsa,
Two very powerful.”

—Saga of Voluspa.

The best explanation of these three is that they
personify three classes into which the primitive
savages were divided.

1st. The cave dweller, or fruit eater. He was
noted for his bravery. The serpent was his em-
blem. He made music with drums or by pound-
ing.

2d. The grain eater. He was strong. First he
ate wild rice, later he discovered the secrets of
germination—the primitive agriculturist. The
tree was his emblem, and he made music with pipes
or reeds.

3d. The fish eater. He was intelligent. The
eagle was his emblem. He chipped the flints, and
invented the bow. His music was made with
stringed instruments like harps or lyres.
Where Thrymsa was, no one knows.
* * * * *
Autocrats were natural leaders of mankind.

“ Conscious of thought, of more capacious breast,
For Empire formed, and fit to rule the rest.”
—DRYDEN.
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The Autocrats and the Projectors personified
different theories of life, but these theories did not
conflict with each other. The language of each
was that of the country he occupied, like the lan-
guage of the Jews to-day.

It is to be remarked that those nations where the
blood of both Autocrats and Projectors circulated
have always been the most successful. The char-
acteristics of each being essential, the best results
could not prevail with either alone. Madagascar,
where sagacious Projectors went unaccompanied
by Autocrats, has never assumed a position of im-
portance in the front rank of nations. Sicily,
where the Norman Autocrat or Swordsman drove
out the Projector and where the climatic condi-
tions permitted indolence, has ever since been con-
spicuous for its quarrels, jealousies, and assassina-
tions, as can be seen in the “Vendetta” and
“Mafia ” that prevail to-day.

Purity of blood and pride of race are far more
characteristic of the vain Autocrat than of the Pro-
jector. The kings of Egypt in the dynasties of
the Rameses and Ptolemies bred in their own fami-
lies. The Persians and Peruvians did the same.
The Dukes of Normandy, with the exception of
“Robert the Devil,” were bastards, but they had
been bred from Norseman stock. The Autocrat
depreciated his own inheritance because he desired
to win a greater one.* Wherever he went he rose
to the surface as cream in milk.

Besides being spoken of as Autocrats this type
was often spoken of as Saxons (Swordsmen), for

*In the middle ages about the only method that an English gentle-
man had of acquiring wealth was a war with France, by which he
received heavy ransoms paid for prisoners. This practice lasted until
the peace of Munster, 1648,
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they were ever ready to aid their cause by the
sword. An Autocrat hangs on to his egotism
with a peculiar pride, and at any breach of civili-
ties is ready at once to adopt bad-tempered methods
of vengeance. With Swordsmen, combat must
ever be the supreme court of arbitration, justice,
and retaliation. Brave to a fault, with them it
was a “word and a blow.” Instant punishment
for an insult from an inferior is the scheme of the
Autocrat—no trial, no preparation, no taking off
of coats, but the blow or thrust of the sword at
once.

The dubbing or accolade of a knight was
emblematic of the last affront which was lawful
for him to endure. Chivalry would not permit
the word of a nobleman nor the virtue of a lady
to be questioned. (Merit and virtue should chal-
lenge investigation—not forbid it.) Chivalry
bred a pernicious thirst for military renown which
caused men to solicit quarrels, not for the public
good, but for personal vanity. The trial of com-
bat was the first principle of chivalry, which is as
absurd as the ordeal by water and fire.

Apparently it is a law of Nature that the auto-
cratic element should not be too plentiful. Itisa
well-established fact that all autocratic leaders are
instinctively at the post of danger—and there the
infuriated heroes, like bulls and stags, fight to a
finish; for example, at the time of the Conquest,
the best fighting element of the old Saxons, fero-
cious invaders of England, had been frightfully
diminished by their feuds and quarrels, which per-
mitted their Norman kinsfolk easily to conquer.
The English and Normans were kinsmen, the only
difference being that one left the shores of the
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Baltic about five hundred years earlier than the
other.

The Autocrats, naturally a quarrelsome people,
avoided quarreling among themselves to preserve
the common peace. Like a Scotch clan or a tribe
of North American Indians, they chose a chief-
tain, whom they obeyed only from a motive of
organization, not as a recognition of his superi-
ority. A chief was entitled to a larger share of
the loot because of his position, but more than his
share he must not have.

The pride of the Autocrat early established the
principle that happiness was caused by freedom
from care and trouble. They craved an un-
checked indulgence in every species of sexual
pleasure. The Autocrat’s conviction of his own
superiority has permitted him to become a privi-
leged character. Danton recognized the lack of
this quality in the French revolutionary democ-
racy, when he besought them to have ‘ audacity,
again audacity, always audacity.” Pride and dig-
nity were characteristic qualities of Autocrats, who
writhed under criticism, and wanted a strain of
unbrokem eulogy. The ambition of the Autocrats
was to govern, the ambition of the Projectors and
Boors was to be well governed.

The contempt that the Autocrats had for com-
mercialism and their respect for athletics is well
illustrated in the Odyssey, VIII.

Laodamas thus addressed Odysseus (Ulysses) :

“ Come, good old stranger, do you also try the games, if
you have skill in any. Games you should know. There is no
greater glory for a man in all his life than what he wins with
his own feet and hands. Come then, and try! Drive trouble
from your heart! . . . ”

Then wise Odysseus answered him and said: “ Laodamas,
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why mock me with this challenge? Sorrow is on my heart
far more than games; for in times past much have I borne and
much have toiled, and now I sit in your assembly longing for
my home and supplicate your king and all this people.”

Then answered back Euryalus, and mocked him to his face:
“ No indeed, stranger, you do not look like one expert in games,
much as count with men; rather like one busied with ships
of many oars, captain of seamen who are traders, one whose
mind is on his cargo, watching freights and greedy gains. You
are not like an athlete.”

But looking sternly on him wise Odysseus said: “ Stranger,
your words are rude. You seem a reckless person. . . .
You stirred the very soul within my breast by talking so un-
mannerly. No! I am not unskilled in games, as you declare;
I was among the best, I think, while I could trust my vigorous
age and these my arms. Now I am overwhelmed with pain
and trouble; for much have I endured, cleaving my way through
wars of men and through the boisterous seas. Still even so, all
woe-worn as I am, I will attempt the games, because your
words were galling; you provoked me, talking thus.”

He spoke, and with his cloak still on he sprang and seized
a discus larger than the rest, and thick, heavier by not a little
than those which the Phaeacians were using for themselves. This
with a twist he sent from his stout hand. The stone hummed as
it went; down to the ground crouched the Phaeacian oarsmen,
notable men at sea, at the stone’s cast. Past all the marks it
flew, swift speeding from his hand.” [Palmer translation.]

The first evidence of the infiltration of the blood
of the Autocrat in the Boor or Projector is a rebel-
lious feeling at taking a secondary position. No
compensation can make amends for inequality with
those possessed of autocratic blood. This is shown
by the mulatto in the United States, or the success-
ful tradesman in the Parisian Opera House. A
hundred years ago at the opera one only saw the
so-called thoroughbred sitting in the boxes. To-
day the piratical, adventure-loving, “ high-bred”
looking Autocrat has been replaced by the smug
“stay-at-home,” successful atom of industrial life.
The non-combative shopkeeper now occupies a
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place where he would not have dared to intrude
in the days when the sword which always hung by
a gentleman’s side was ever ready to defend the
divine birth-right of the presumptuous, quarrel-
some Autocrat.

The Autocrats possessed but little originality,
but having good memories were given to imita-
tions of all kinds. They were eloquent, and nat-
ural politicians; illiterate, but loving poetry. They
left to their clerks or clergy the “ignoble ” task of
learning. An Autocrat of the Middle Ages out-
side of the church who would strive to educate
himself was almost as much despised as one of to-
day who would stack a deck of cards; it was an
unfair advantage, neither chivalric nor sportsman-
like. The following song aimed at Sir John Old-
castle, leader of the Lollards, and supposed to be
the original of Falstaff, shows the spirit of the
times.

“1 trow there be no knight alive
That would have done so open shame

For that craft to study or strive;
It is no gentleman’s game.”

Autocrats made themselves familiar with the
manners and customs of those around them, with
the sole idea of dominating and commanding them.
Shrewd and eager after both dominion and rights,
the Swordsmen chose to reap where they had not
planted. They were always ready for transactions
in which they undertook to give only what did not
belong to them.

Politeness was not an inherent characteristic of
the Autocrats, but was cultivated solely for the
sake of self-interest. Nevertheless, the Autocrats
were always conspicuous for their courteous man-
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ners. We believe true politeness comes from the
heart, while courtesy, which is mere obsequious
suavity, comes from the fear of a quarrel. From
their standpoint, giving away to another was the
act of a craven, and courtesy of manner among
them was accompanied by severe dignity. From
them, however, we derive our first conception of
decorous manners as well as the rules for war and
the laws of honor and truth, and also the theory of
peace, “ that all gentlemen should be armed and
ever be ready to respond to a summons to keep the
Lord King’s peace.” On the principle that the
brave man is generous, it is perhaps to the Auto-
crat that we owe the idea that it is right and noble
to sympathize with the misfortunes of the weak.

Plurality of wives seems to have been another
of their assumed “ rights.” The fidelity of a royal
person has never been nor is to-day expected.
Henry IV, the brave, iron-handed ruler of France,
took his pleasures like a common sailor with the
Boorish fish-women from the market.

The same combination of blood that makes the
modern autocratic social leader, made the ancient
conqueror, freebooter, or pirate. It has always
been good form for an autocrat to rob—but never
to steal. Brennus was a true Autocrat when he
said in reference to a dispute about weight, as he
threw his sword into the scales containing Rome’s
ransom, “ Woe to the conquered!”

We know that Nebuchadnezzar 6oo years before
Christ (and there were others probably before
him) made war on the pirates of the Mediterra-
nean. The escaped slaves and fugitive outlaws—
Etruscan, Semitic, Caucasian and Negro—gath-
ered before the dawn of history about the Ionian



138 GEYSERLAND

Islands with desperate determination and ferocious
heartlessness, and bravely took their chances to bet-
ter their conditions or perish. History informs us
that these pirates were frequently “ rounded up”
or driven out of the Mediterranean. Assur-bani-
pal, the Sardanapalus of the Greeks, 667 B. C,
made efforts to check the Etruscan and Sicilian
pirates. Pompey and Barbarrossa, and in more
modern times our Decatur, made fame for them-
selves battling with these husky, dusky desper-
adoes. Where did they go who escaped through
the “ Pillars of Hercules ’? They probably went
every way, possibly some due west, but we be-
lieve of those who went north they survived best
who reached the balmy air that accompanies the
Gulf Stream; that is, the west coast of Ireland,
Wales, England, Scotland, and the Baltic Ocean.
Anthropologists have been puzzled by the discov-
ery of so many traces of the Mediterranean types
around Denmark, Zealand, and Jutland. The
modern Autocrat is a remnant of that piratical,
determined, desperate, cruel stage of culture; he
has not risen to a sufficiently high stage of en-
lightenment that he may be relied upon not to de-
scend to the fighting stage, when he concludes that
his rights, or the rights that he considers himself
responsible for, are assailed. The old pirate blood
accounts for much of our modern ferocity and
dates back to the days when the Northern plun-
derers tore the Roman Empire to pieces. Free-
man wrote, “ The indomitable vigor of the Scan-
dinavian, joined to the buoyant vivacity of the
Gaul, produced the conquering and ruling race of
Europe.” The Autocrats have always been keen
to discover unprotected wealth, such as the wealth
of Constantinople, Peru, and Mexico, the treasure-
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ship of the Spaniard, hoarded gold and jewels of
India, the fertile fields of America, and the mines
of South Africa.

When Casar conquered Gaul the Gauls were
nothing but autocratic fighting men with Boor
slaves who did all the menial work. With the
North American red man we find autocratic char-
acteristics in the ascendant; for instance, the Iro-
quois were Autocrats, and they would rather die
than do menial work; whereas, the Hurons were
Boors and cultivated the soil for the Iroquois. In
Egypt we discover the boastful records of the Auto-
crats, and the following is found on each tomb in
the Valley of the Kings outside of Thebes: “I
the God Ptah have given to thee [here follows the
name] who art of the race of Asar, length of days
that thou mightest fulfill the functions of Horus
[Justice].”

The ancient song of the Mamertimes is in the
same key.

“ With my lance and my sword
I plow and I reap;
I am the ruler of the house!
Disarmed, my enemy falls at my feet,
Calling me Lord and Great King.”

The old Scotch predatory Barons of Cranston,
with their motto, “ Thou shalt want ere I want,”
were good examples of the rapacious autocratic

e.

IzFhe Macedonians were largely of the autocratic
race; the early Roman republican leaders strongly
so. The type was noticeable in Greece, Carthage,
and Gaul, also in Mexico and Peru. The Peru-
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vians were not a warlike race; it was their masters,
the autocratic Incas.

In appearance the typical Autocrat has been tall,
blonde, and athletic, with a large Roman nose, re-
treating forehead, clear eye, and firm mouth and
jaw. The Brahmins were a good type of the
Autocrat, with their low, ample forehead, thin
lips, sharp eyes, long fingers, noble carriage and
sublime air of intense self-consciousness and pride.
These twice-born men conquered the aborgines of
India and established a caste of their own superi-
ority. Buddha was never able to overcome this
spirit of inequality of the Brahmins.

The warrior Autocrat, with “ might as right,”
stood up as the first officer of the Almighty and
proclaimed himself nearest to the Unknown. Woe
to such as questioned this privilege. The chief
gathered around him a number of the learned and
intrusted to them the details of religion, thus orig-
inating the autocratic priesthood. The fact that
both church and state have always exerted their
influence to augment the population, naturally
benefited each. Autocratic chieftains and pre-
lates have commanded and preached the theory of
equality (the corner-stone of Christianity), but they
themselves have never accepted it. The saint,
Thomas a Becket, a pure type of a church Auto-
crat, was a Norman; his father, Gilbert, was from
Rouen, his mother from Caen.



BOORS, AUTOCRATS, PROJECTORS, ALTRUISTS 141

III. PROJECTORS

Motto: “ Credit and respectability.”

PRrROJECTORS: We have selected this name be-
cause it conveys more of our meaning than any
other English word.

Fitzdotirel. But what is a Projector?
. I would conceive.
Engine. Why, one, sir, that projects
Ways to enrich men, or to make them great
By suits, by marriages, by understandings.
—BEN JoNsoN, “ The Dewil is an Ass”

The distinct elementary type of humanity which
we wish to designate as “ Projector ” was not the
plodding industrious Boor, nor the warlike, domi-
neering Autocrat, but a scheming, bartering, in-
ventive, intelligent type who has ever been in sym-
pathy with nature and rational science. The Pro-
jector has ever preferred paying tribute to going
to war. To these Projectors we owe most of the
comforts of our daily life.

Like the Boors and Autocrats, they were the
descendants of the survivors of an antediluvian
people; but it was these Projectors who retained
the culture and knowledge of the past. They
were an enlightened yeast with which a new eon
was leavened.

The Projectors of the tropics, like the Auto-
crats of the temperate zone, adapted themselves
to the customs of the country in which they stayed
and made the best of its native charms. The hot
climate of the Persian Gulf, Egypt, the Sahara
Desert, India, and Yucatan has never badly af-
fected the intellectual powers of these people.
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It is not in the temperament of the Projector or
Autocrat to care for what does not appeal to his
interests. Patriotism and religion were for policy
only. The Venetians had the image of Christ
upon their coins, and the rapacious Florentine
woolen makers paid for most of the Cathedral.
L. Owen Pope wrote, “ English merchants were
in the habit of supplying nations at war against
England with provisions bought at English fairs,
and weapons wrought by English hands. When
England was at war with France, La Rochelle was
supplied with food by English traitors; when Eng-
land was at war with Scotland, the Scottish camp
was fed from English markets, and English sol-
diers fell by English arrows, shot from English
bows by Scottish arms. The knight was little be-
hind the trader in treachery, and a ‘ chivaler’ who
held the office of the King’s arrayer of archers
levied a sum in excess of that which was required
for the due execution of his office, and appropri-
ated the whole to his own use.”

Unlike the Autocrat, the Projector had a keen
appreciation of weights and measures, values and
proportions. He was a commercial expert in
every commodity—jewels, drugs, spices, stuffs, and
slaves. He infused new 1deas into the masses and
awakened interests in science, commerce, poetry,
architecture, and decorations.

From Grecian writings we would suppose ra-
tional sciences were of Grecian origin, while, as
a matter of fact, they came from the Cushite-
Ethiopians. The Greeks only refined them and
passed them down to us as their own. Grecian
historians found great pleasure in showing that all
those before them knew nothing.

The history of the diffusion of enlightenment is
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the history of commerce. Where commerce went,
ideas were bartered with the advantage in favor of
the wandering merchant. It is easier to believe
that culture has more often been adopted than
evolved. The strange mixture of races, language,
knowledge, habits, and custom forces us to con-
clude that in prehistoric times there were, besides
the innumerable coasting ships engaged in com-
merce in the Mediterranean and coast of Asia,
overland trails extending from Japan to Ireland,
from the Arctic to the Tropics. Tin was brought
by land to the East from Cornwall before the ships
ventured across the Bay of Biscay. These trails
and sea routes were traveled by nomad adven-
turers, or projecting merchants, who circulated
with profit to themselves those discoveries and in-
ventions that had painfully and patiently been de-
veloped in ancient times and retained by the culti-
vated Projectors. These commercial enterprises
also resulted in more mixing of the races than
conquests ever accomplished. These merchants
opened the door to an abnormal love of lucre,
which explains why, in primitive societies, mer-
chants were but little esteemed.

It is possible that the early Projectors may
have been of Chinese origin and first developed in
Shen-si (hence the name), the most ancient prov-
ince of China, and have traveled across Thibet to
Siam and then followed the coast to the mouth
of the Euphrates. The hypothesis would be in
harmony with the fact that the Chinese are the
only cultured race who have not found it neces-
sary to travel abroad for enlightenment.*

* The orthodox Chinese have always had contempt for the floating
population outside of their border, and use a phrase meaning for them
“hither and thither, not fixed.”
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Others, who believe in the lost Atlantis, may
think the Projectors were the descendants of the
Atlantean race. Ignatius Donnelly claims that
the wide-eyed natives of that lost continent were
the originators of all the comforts of ancient civil-
ization. Perhaps a more plausible hypothesis is
that the Projectors are descendants of those early
wandering merchants, the Cushites, whom Bald-
win in his “ Prehistoric Races” describes as hav-
ing settlements extending from India to the Pillars
of Hercules, centuries before Chaldea or Egypt
became prominent.

We should have chosen the word “ Arab” to
designate this Projector type were it not for the
possibility of some readers thinking that this ele-
mentary type of mankind was confined to one race;
for we frankly admit that the qualities that char-
acterize this type have always been conspicuous in
the Cushite-Ethiopian-Arab, combined with a won-
derful ability to survive successive Dark Ages.

The Cushites of the vast empire of Cusha-dwipa
may not have been the oldest people of culture, but
they are the oldest of whom we have any trace.
The ancient glory of the empire departed previous
to the rise of the Assyrian empire, 1300 B. C.

Pheenicia was to the Cushite of Arabia what
San Francisco is to the Anglo-Saxon of to-day,
a frontier port for commerce with a vast West;
with this difference, that the Chinese and Japanese
of to-day know what is back of San Francisco,
whereas, the Greeks and Romans believed Phce-
nicia to be the source of all the delicacies of the
East. The misapprehension was artfully nour-
ished by the wily merchants, and all speculations
were discouraged, and the southern Arabians were
the only navigators on the Indian Ocean until
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Vasco da Gama went to India around the Cape,
1497 A. D.

Herodotus, like others of his time, supposed that
the good things from Arabia were produced there.
“There breathes from Arabia a divine odor,
myrrh, frankincense, cinnamon and ledanum.”
The elder Pliny, speaking about Arabians, summed
up as follows: “Taking them all in all, they
are the richest nation in the world.” Alexander,
in the third century before Christ, was the first
European to enlighten the West about that coun-
try east of Arabia. Prior to his time Ceylon was
supposed to be the beginning of another world.

We know that in Chaldea, in early days, the
practice of working in metals was under the direc-
tion of foreigners. Berosus, the Babylonian histo-
rian, describes a being (Galon or Cannes) half
man, half fish, who emerged at intervals from the
sea and taught the Babylonians arts and handi-
crafts. This was a graphic manner of portraying
the Projector in his ship, for the true Projector,
unlike the Jew, was a wanderer by sea as well as
by land.

There were two elements in ancient Arabia—a
Semitic Bedouin nomad element, unartistic, living
then as now in tents and huts, as they lived four
thousand years before Christ, inventing nothing
and persistently perpetuating inane customs; the
other, the true Cusha-dwipa,—artistic, progres-
sive, initiative, commercial,—the true Projector to
whom we owe all the salient beginnings of our
luxurious comforts of to-day.

Mr. Palgrove, one of the best Arabian authori-
ties, speaking of the mechanical initiative of the
modern dwellers in Southern Arabia, remarked
that to him “ they would be more at home at Shef-
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field and Birmingham than in their present isolated
surroundings.” Renan says (speaking of the same
people), “They have for a thousand years less
lived than lasted. Like an exhausted race they have
sought a retreat and found it in the bosom of the
narrow walls of the Moslem faith, and there they
have allowed their intellect, energy, and imagina-
tion to rot.” Let us hope that it is only sleeping
and resting, and will spring up and come to light
again with renewed vigor and higher ideals.

The original Arabian who spoke the Himyaric
language was a Projector, but has been crowded
out of Arabia by the Semite nomad who spoke
Arabic and who now claims to be a descendant of
Ishmael; whereas, the pure Arabs were in their
decadence long before Abraham or Melchizidek.
The descendants of these original Arabs are to-
day scattered all over the world. A few of the
pure race, however, are to be found in the interior
of Southern Arabia. They have become Moham-
medans, and refer to their noble ancestors as ¢ Jins”’
or ‘“ Devils,” and they now speak Arabic instead
of the original Himyaric.

The Projectors were few in feudal times in
Northern Europe, where Autocrats and Boors
abounded. It was a surprise to the noble Cru-
saders to find merchants living in palaces in Pisa,
Florence, Genoa, and Venice. There the cunning
of the promoters had replaced the violence of the
Autocrats.
~The Free Masons, who claim to date from the
time of Solomon and of Hiram of Tyre, were
practically introduced into Europe during the
eleventh century, from Spain. The skilled work-
men going to Strasburg, Antwerp, and other cathe-
dral towns of Europe during the summer months
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returned south in the winter. The following sea-
son they found it necessary to identify themselves
by secret signs and ceremonies, the degree of their
ability and craft. These people were welcomed
by the prelates, because the monks and those who
had done the designing, carving, and decorating
before that time had degenerated into the use of
obscene designs; for example, one can see to-day in
Salisbury Cathedral the specimens of phallic wor-
ship which in those days were common all over
Christendom. Hence the authorities of the church
gladly recognized the pure geometrical innova-
tions of the Arab craftsman.

The Projectors, in contrast to the Boors, had
small families. Not wishing to be burdened with
female children, they often sold them. Selfish-
ness and the desire for individual profit have al-
ways been associated with the reputation of the
Projector merchants, hence they have always been
a type both envied and despised, like the battle-
shy Carthaginians who hired men to fight for them,
or the non-combative shopkeepers of the French
Revolution.

The interests of the Projector are ever centered
in himself. He believes that his individuality is
constantly under the eye of El, who is always in
the vicinity. The dignified Projector is ever ap-
preciative of Nature, with a gracious word to every
bird and a salutation to every beast. The Auto-
crat controls animals by force, whereas the Pro-
jector by his sympathy charms them.

Before the practice of making accurate records
of history, people remembered incidents of ex-
traordinary character and repeated them, while
they easily forgot their proper history.*

* To facilitate memory, not only tribes but generations of tribes were
pictured as an individual.
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In the same manner that Lincoln, Grant, Lee,
and Emerson may in coming ages be spoken of as
the children of Columbia, so Lameck, Israel, and
Tubal Cain are names representing species of our
race. It is impossible to believe that the mythical
Roman Numa was a human being, for his name
means “ soul,” and obviously is a personification of
the influences which developed the Roman char-
acter.

As Britannia is the “ Gem of the ocean,” or Ada
is “The mother of such as dwell in tents,” so
Tubal Cain in the Bible is the earliest mention of
the type of the Projector. The Cushite-Ethiopian
was always the popular ideal of the Jew, and he
sought alliance with them. Moses married a
daughter of their race.

It is easy to detect the influence of the Projec-
tor in ancient Peru, and particularly in Yucatan
and Central America, by monuments and feats of
engineering which could not have been accom-
plished either by Autocrats or Boors.

Unprotected wealth has always been the weak-
ness of the Projector, because of his economic
rather than martial instinct. Venice and Genoa,
however, profited by the history of Carthage and
valiantly held their own until the new route to
India by way of the Cape left them commercially
stranded. The burghers of the free cities in the
Middle Ages in Europe recognized that their
hoarded wealth was weak without protection, and
as Venus sought the strong arm of Vulcan, so they
developed our civic laws and police—the safe-
guards of our personal rights. The Projector has
always wanted order, the Autocrat freedom.
_Seven hundred years before there was a pub-
lic lamp in London, and when Paris was still a
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swampy town of windowless dwellings, Cordova
had miles of well-lighted, well-paved streets.*

In those days the constant use of baths by the
Projector-Arab contrasted well with the saintly
disregard of cleanliness of the Christian. The
Grecian consort of the Doge Domenico Selvo,
1043 A. D., was most unpopular in Venice because
of her delicate ways. She would not touch her
food with her fingers, but made use of a two-
pronged instrument of gold to carry it to her
mouth, and when later she died of smallpox it was
considered a proper judgment upon her. Those
were “in the good old days” when people ate
their meat from their fingers, wiped their fingers
on bread, and then ate the bread.

In the Middle Ages the influence of the Pro-
jector became apparent in the Low Countries. In
the year 1000, when Saint Stephen was crowned
King of Hungary, he Christianized his country
and reopened the Danube route to the East that
had been closed since the time of Attila, 450. The
Projector may have come up the Danube and down
the Rhine, or he may have been a refugee from
Carthage. In any case his commercial and crea-
tive energy reached England in the time of
Henry V1I. and has since been scattered broadcast
throughout the English-speaking world.

Cesar, happy conglomeration of Autocrat and
Projector, was valiant and, when necessary, ready
to lead in any desperate assault; but on the other
hand he designed and constructed the bridge over

* The common error of using the term “ Moorish architecture” can
only be accounted for by the fact that the Moors were many and the
Arabs few. The same architectural skill that prevailed in Cordova and
Granada also prevailed in Cairo, as the Mosques evince. The reader
will remember that many of our architectural terms are Arabic—arc-
ogive,” “ minaret,” etc.
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the Rhine in ten days, and he fought the su-
perior British Belgii ships by a false deck and
long scythes attached to poles to cut their ropes.

Let us realize that we are indebted to the
Arab Projector for bringing light to the West
and dispelling the monkish gloom of the Dark
Ages. “Roger Bacon, who was probably the
greatest natural philosopher of the Middle Ages,
was profoundly versed in Arabian learning.”
(Sharon Turner’'s History of England). Aris-
totle was first made known to modern Europe by
Jewish translation from Arabic versions. It was
also the Arabs who enlightened the frenzied Cru-
saders in the Middle Ages, and to-day it is the Jew
with the strain of the blood of the Cushite-Ethi-
opian of Southern Arabia who has brought com-
mercial civilization to its present state of scientific
scheming. He, the Jew, although not the purest
of his type, has been for centuries the most con-
spicuous exponent of it. The Jew has done more
than any other type of man to develop the middle
class, which is the salient element of every pros-
perous nation. Justice may have its origin in the
fair exchange of a Projector trader for expediency
as an asset, which is exemplified in the large com-
mercial houses of to-day.

IV. ALTRUISTS
Motto: “Do good for the love of good.”

“ Something assures me that he who, hardly knowing why, has, out
of simple nobleness of nature, chosen for himself in the world the
essentially unprofitable, unproductive function of doing good, is the
truly wise man, and has discerned, with more sagacity than the egotist,
the legitimate employment of life.”—RENAN, Hibbert Lectures.

We have selected the word “ Altruist” to define
that type of man who, by his natural feelings, best
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represents the temperament brought about by the
happiest mixing of the blood of the Autocrat, Pro-
jector, and Boor.

The espousing powerful Autocrat warrior and
the wealthy Projecting merchant both recognized
the charm of the unselfish daughters of the hus-
bandmen, and history is sparkling with noble char-
acters, offspring of these suitable blendings.

The Altruist has been evolved from love. Haec-
kel speaks of Altruists as “ enlightened egotists.”
It may be so, but the characteristic virtues of Altru-
ism will ever be unselfishness, toleration, and sym-
pathy, and in the eyes of the Altruist mean acts will
always be the only evil ones.

Altruists have always been few, but from myth-
ical days we find them known and loved. The
motive for, the development of this altruistic spirit
seems to have been a desire to parallel the all-en-
during mother-love. For there is but the smallest
step between the love of the mother for her infant
and the largeness of heart which can love all crea-
tures.

“ Noblesse oblige” is the motto of an actor,
“ compensation ” the reward of a sordid soul. Pro-
bity, honor, and pride of race are characteristics
of the Altruist; but the Altruist possesses these
qualities for his own satisfaction, and does not be-
come quarrelsome if others do not recognize and
give him credit for them.

The Altruist looks upon every creation of Nature
as having the same origin or cause of being as him-
self; and being endowed with “ the serene impar-
tiality of a mongrel,” as Huxley put it, has always
displayed a friendship with everybody and every-
thing, which has permitted him to view life from
a higher level than is possible with an egotist. Our
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temperaments are the windows through which we
must see the world.

Companionships, partnerships, or what boys at
football designate as “ team work,” have ever been
popular with Altruists. Gatherings, like congre-
gations, monastic fraternities, and social clubs, have
originated from similarity of temperaments, and a
desire to aid others. Thomas a Kempis said, ‘ If
anybody needs a thing more than I do, let him
have it”; or as an uncommercial man said, “ A
man who is rich enough to lend is rich enough to
give.” Goethe admitted that his works had been
an expense to him.

The vanity of a man has always led him to per-
petuate his own type, whereas a woman has always
instinctively tried to improve her race. We be-
lieve that our present conditions should become so
modified as to permit a mother to select the father
of her offspring. Nature will assert itself and the
result will approach the noble Altruist rather than
the snobbish courageous Autocrat, or the success-
ful, money-grabbing Projector. The world is rec-
ognizing that it has had enough of war and finan-
cial scheming, and now wishes to enjoy the crea-
tions around it. The ideal Altruist will always
occupy a relative position, because the one that
suits conditions of to-day will not be suitable for
those of to-morrow. Poets, historians, biographers,
and philosophers have all tried to proclaim the
ideal Altruist. We leave the students of Oriental
history to decide upon the origin of the story of
Job, but the portrait could not have been worded
as it is by any one who did not appreciate the full
meaning of Altruism.
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The author saw that a man’s misfortunes re-
sulted from other causes than a judgment for his
sins. ‘‘ The father of the oppressed, and of those
who had none to help them.” “ He did not de-
spise the cause of the man-servant, nor his maid-
servant when they contended with him,” knowing
that Nature, “who had made him, had made
them.”

James Freeman Clarke, writing about those
noble Altruists, Epictetus and Marcus Aurelius,
states that what was needed in their time was “ not
a new philosophy, but a new ideal.” They could
not stop the already downward tendency of mo-
rality. A man wishes to be respected by those
whom he respects, therefore he is influenced by a
desire to be like those who are considered superior
people whom he respects. A good ideal tempera-
ment must give way to a better ideal temperament.
The most successful ideal has been that of Jesus—
it is so elastic and so many-sided that almost every
reform or new religion has gained strength by
subordinating its principles to this ideal.

Something akin to this fourth or altruistic stage
of culture is suggested by Daniel in his fourth and
final Kingdom inhabited by Saints. He designated
it as the “ Kingdom of Heaven,” a term often used
by Jesus, who, as Renan says, was more impressed
by Daniel than by any other prophet. (See Dan-
iel IT and VII.)

“Tt was reserved for Christianity,” Lecky wrote,
“to present to the world an ideal character, which
through all the changes of eighteen centuries has
inspired the hearts of men with an impassioned
love, has shown itself capable of acting on all ages,
nations, temperaments, and conditions, has been
not only the highest pattern of virtue, but the
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strongest incentive to its practice, and has exercised
so deep an influence that it may be truly said that
the simple record of three short years of active
life has done more to regenerate and to soften man-
kind than all the disquisitions and all the exhorta-
tions of moralists. This has indeed been the well-
spring of whatever is best and purest in the Chris-
tian life. Amid all the sins and failings, amid all
the priestcraft and persecution and fanaticism that
have defaced the church, it has preserved in the
character and example of its founder an enduring
principle of regeneration. Perfect love knows no
rights.”

The eminent men of the last hundred years have
recognized that an ideal Altruist concentrated upon
earthly work is more practical, and that the true
Altruist is he who helps others by deeds rather
than consolation—such men as Alfred the Great,
Franklin, Lincoln, and Tolstoi.



CHAPTER VII
PROGRESS—HOMOCULTURE

“Produce great people, the rest follows.”—WALT WHITMAN.

“Every action admits of being outdone; every end is a beginning.”
EMERSON.

“ We are the ancients of the earth and in the morning of the times.”
—TENNYSON,

“The most merciful form of what I call ‘eugenics’ homoculture
(from Eugene—signifying well-born) would consist in watching for
the indications of superior strains of races, and in so favoring them
that their progeny shall outnumber and gradually replace that of the
old one.”—FRrANCIs GALTON.

Two or three months after Adam’s rescue, Sibis,
the disabled Fasho on his crutches, and the Assist-
ant Surgeon were passing through a birch grove
by the lake shore path, on their return from the
gymnasium of the Temple of Reason. An aged
sage had been explaining the cultivated evolution
of talking animals and luminous plants. In Gey-
serland there were many strange species of animal
and plant life, such as talking, half-witted cats, and
plants not unlike our sunflower, which were light-
giving like the glow-worms or luminous mush-
rooms, though upon a much larger scale, and which
were most useful during the long nights of the Arc-
tic winter. Unfortunately, Adam Mann’s mind
had not been educated in the sciences, and although
his old Bible had on the margin of its pages many
inexplicably odd matters, Professor Mark Stubble
found among his notes no explanatory details on
those subjects.

Adam was astonished to find so vast a variety of
155
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his fellow-beings. If all characters were melted
and poured into one mold, certainly the world
would be much easier to govern; but the Geyser-
landers had recognized that it was not to the advan-
tage of the community that all people should be
alike. We all remember that Plato appreciated
and was careful to record the variety of colors of
the inhabitants of “ the lost Atlantis "—red, white,
yellow, and black. The Geyserlanders studied to
preserve them all.*

If the eminent leaders of our masses, our philoso-
phers, could lift themselves from their present
round on the ladder of culture to the one above, and
thus permit themselves to contemplate the whole
field in its entirety, they would realize the advan-
tages and disadvantages of what is below them, in
the same superior manner that a neolithic savage
looks disdainfully upon a preolithic one. The cul-
tivation of mankind—the science of stirpiculture—
is in its infancy with us compared to other sciences,
such as agriculture and floriculture. Any attempt
to improve our humanity on the same lines that
Burbank improves plant life would be promptly
stopped by any civilized government of to-day.

The Geyserlanders did not wish to intrude on
the proper functions of destiny, but believed that
they should take such steps as would prevent des-
tiny from dealing blank and worthless cards.

*The red man portrayed on the walls of old Egypt is not the red
man of America; but he was truly red, that is, crimson. The first
principle of coloring is to recognize that white and black are colorless,
simply representing light or dark. And that all colors are composed of
the three primary colors, blue, yellow, and red. Blue alone exists in a
pure state. The purest yellow is that which has the least of blue or red
in it. The purest red, that which has the least of blue or yellow.
Hence, we object to a brick being called red, because it is distinctly
orange. The red that is the least adulterated with blue or yellow is

found in the color of our market-garden radish. It was with this color
that the artists of early days painted the nobility of Egypt.
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Race-culture was the main issue, and any negli-
gence of the authorities in that department of the
government would at once have given rise to a pop-
ular demonstration of disapproval. “ The worth
of a State in the long run is the worth of the indi-
viduals composing it.”’ *

To explain with clearness the communistic sys-
tem of restricted population, we must assume that
the reader admits the Malthusian theory that
‘“there is not a seat at Nature’s table for every
one ; or, in other words, that “ an unfettered com-
munity will breed to the starvation limit.” An ad-
vanced people will adopt methods of adjusting the
number of lives to the resources of the land by some
system of regulating births and deaths.t

Hybrids do not exist in a wild state. The
first stage of science is the objective, or the de-
termining of the aim in wview, the second stage,
or exact science, is foretelling results. Homocul-
ture in Geyserland was nearly approaching the lat-
ter stage of mathematical exactness. All countries
according to their climate have had populations
that had a certain fitness for the peculiar conditions
under which they existed. It would be foolish to
assert, however, that these populations were inca-
pable of improvement. Perhaps to-day, with our
present enlightenment, we might add to our advan-
tages by breeding from such as are gifted with
“mind reading,” for there are undoubtedly many

* John Stuart Mill. : e

+The Jews doubled their number every fifteen years while living in
the fertile lands of Egypt. To prevent overcrowding, Malthus strongly
favored emigration; for example, the Greeks had discovered its
advantages over infanticide for the purpose of keeping numbers in
harmony with the harvests. Those provinces of Spain that sent away
the most emigrants continued to be the most populated in Spain. | Ireland,
which has sent a son, or sons and daughters, to every land, 1s.st|ll_as
thickly populated as ever. The southern orators who preach emigration
to Liberia as a cure for the race question should contemplate these facts.
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of both sexes who have shown this uncommon ac-
complishment. Homer speaks of a whole family
of mortals who had “ second-sight.” * Are human
faculties shrinking. Why has not heredity pre-
served this desirable trait? Because our religions,
laws, and customs are not sufficiently advanced to
accept rational methods.

As the harvests or resources of Geyserland were
only sufficient for thirty thousand inhabitants, early
in the days of their enlightenment the Geyserland-
ers recognized the importance of heredity for pro-
curing the best possible offspring to fall heir to
their resources. Heredity is the fundamental cause
of our temperaments, and a new era will dawn
when our social laws will permit propagation, not
for social position, nor for amorous, petty, senti-
mental reasons, nor to bring together landed prop-
erties, but solely for the sake of the race—the off-
spring. Then the miser’s daughter will be less
esteemed than the generous-minded maid, and
with this triumph of Altruism our young and
healthy will be our millionaires.

A new science is always confused between the
law and the exception. There is much to learn, and
there will always remain the conservative’s praise-
worthy doubt about each unproven theory. We
believe the Geyserlanders had by constant experi-
ments pursued the study of heredity far beyond the
knowledge at present reached by the savants of
civilization.

If two persons contend for one position, one
must yield; but it must not be stated as a positive
* Odyssey.
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fact that the world is always benefited if the
stronger wins. Many of the qualities in the make-
up of mankind, like relics, are not the survival of
the best fitted to survive, but the result of pure
hazard. The fossilized bones of prehistoric man
do not necessarily represent eminent men, but only
such as were caught in upheavals of petrifying
mud. “ The survival of the fittest” is the creed of
the monopolist. This theory and its twin theory of
“whatever is, is right,” may satisfy scientists, but
not philosophers. Scientists understand natural
laws, philosophers would understand and also util-
ize them. Science awaits the philosopher before
the world is benefited. Darwin accumulated the
knowledge of the facts about evolution; Herbert
Spencer, John Fiske, and Kropotkin, who wrote
their opinions about the application of the facts of
evolution, were philosophers.

There are other matters to be considered be-
sides intellect, health, and strength. It is as imper-
ative for those who govern us, to protect the emo-
tional poet as the dull-nerved athlete. Let the
worthless degenerate perish, but let the worthy
physical weakling be recognized and developed.
When a junior Oriental diplomat was asked by a
Kentucky gentleman horse-breeder, “ Don’t you
think it would be advantageous to the Japanese if
their Emperor imported some full-grown gentle-
men from Kentucky to improve their race?” the
little Asiatic replied, “Possibly, but I think it
would be a good scheme for the Governor of Ken-
tucky to import some of the inhabitants of Japan
to demonstrate the charms of tact and polite tem-
peraments.”—The number of degenerates in fami-
lies appears to be the result of heredity, environ-
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ment, or lack of education. A good education can
fortify one of weak character to rise above the
moral tone of his companions. Environment may
be selected to minimize the temptations of a weak
character. However, the proportion of degener-
ates can only be reduced to an insignificant number
when due consideration is given to parental selec-
tion.

Galton ably argues that the policy of the
church during the long period of the Dark
Ages “brutalized the breed of our forefath-
ers.¥ She (the church) acted precisely as if she
had aimed at selecting the rudest portions of
the community to be, alone, the parents of future
generations. She practiced the arts which breed-
ers would use, who aimed at creating ferocious,
churlish, and stupid natures. No wonder that
club-law prevailed for centuries over Europe; the
wonder rather is that enough good remained in the
veins of Europeans to enable their races to rise to
the present very moderate level of natural moral-
ity. A relic of this monastic spirit clings to our
universities, which say to every man who shows in-
tellectual powers of the kind they delight to honor:
Here is an income of from one to two hundred
pounds a year, with free lodging and various ad-
vantages in the way of board and society; we give
it to you on account of your ability; take it and
enjoy it all your life if you like ; we exact no condi-
tion to your continuing to hold it but one, namely,
that you shall not marry.” Selecting the best
young men for the army has prevented their early
marriage, and has furnished greater opportunities
for the weak stay-at-home to breed. In contrast
to this the Geyserland method selected the progeni-

* «“ Hereditary Genius,” 357.
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tors from the best element that the community
afforded.

Charles Darwin, on the subject of human breed-
ing, said, “ We build asylums for the imbecile, the
maimed, and the sick; we institute poor laws; and
our medical men exert their utmost skill to save
the life of every one to the last moment. There is
reason to believe that vaccination has preserved
thousands who from a weak constitution would
formerly have succumbed to smallpox. Thus the
weak members of civilized societies propagate
their kind. No one who has attended to the breed-
ing of domestic animals will doubt that this must
be highly injurious to the race of man. It is sur-
prising how soon a want of care, or care wrongly
directed, leads to the degeneration of a domesti-
cated race; but, excepting in the case of man him-
self, hardly anyone is so ignorant as to allow his
worst animals to breed.”

Ripley says, “ To expect that man can in a single
generation compass the ends which Nature takes
an age to perform, is the height of folly.” But
there comes in the history of every people a time,
as if prearranged by Destiny, when the results of
chaotic causes become apparent and beyond the
speculative period. Before the time of Charle-
magne, France was peopled by swarms of complex
tribes and clans, Italians, Celts, Gauls, Germans,
Franks and Saxons. Before Henry II the line be-
tween the Normans and Saxons was as distinctly
drawn in England as the white and colored line is
drawn to-day in the United States. It was for mu-
tual aid in foreign wars that they “ got together.”
Casar’s legions were composed of soldiers whose
grandfathers were Rome’s enemies. His famous
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“10th” was recruited north of the Alps. The
folly of trying to keep races separate is well illus-
trated in India; since the time of Manu, 3000 B.C.,
the white Brahmin and the dark native Hindoo
had been kept apart by most drastic laws. Yet
when Alexander visited India, 325 B.C., he de-
scribes the whole population as being dark. The
white element had already completely disap-
peared. Let the best blendings of our tempera-
ments develop in our cradles.

We are sufficiently optimistic to believe that, as
human nature is not all alike, by persistent selec-
tion and breeding a race could be established
adapted for altruistic communism. Almost any
hereditary defect can be obliterated by breeding.
In the words of Strahan, “ Evolution modifies the
individual and suits him to his surroundings, his
mode of life, and heredity perpetuates the modifi-
cation in his descendants.”

What is wanted can be begotten. What is not
needed will in time be eliminated. Permanent
changes are best made when new blood is infused.
It is exceedingly difficult for a race to improve
itself by interbreeding. We might illustrate it by
an attempt to make a pyramid of sand higher with-
out enlarging its base; therefore, when seeking
to correct the shortcomings of our race, let it be
done by importing foreign strains to counteract the
wrong and strengthen the weak, or, as they did in
Geyserland, by preserving all the foundations for
every kind of original character. The salvation of
the race is not in its refining itself by constantly
eliminating vicious qualities; for when this refin-
ing is overdone the result is the same- as the
“weedy ” colts of small bone, without stamina, so
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often reared from first-class racers. The duty of a
man is to recognize his heredity—to develop the
good and to safeguard the bad. A violent tempera-
ment under control is more praiseworthy than a
temperament lacking such natural factors as hate,
ambition, pride, envy, and revenge. Improve the
race by adding, not by subtracting. Augment the
good and the evil will become manageable.

Ribot states that ““ every animal necessarily in-
herits the characteristics of its species.” Tt cannot
inherit what was not germane to its parents, but in-
dividual wants and efforts will call spontaneously
for new qualities; and the perpetuating of these
qualities is brought about by fixing them by inheri-
tance.

Francis Galton, in “ Hereditary Genius,” com-
pared the standard of ability of the Athenian
with that of our race and time, and concluded
that “ the average ability of the Athenian race
was, on the lowest possible estimate, very nearly
two grades higher than our own; that is, about as
much as our race is above that of the African
negro.” He attributed this to the greater care the
Athenians took with their breeding; and the fact
that Athens offered more attractions than any other
city to foreign men of the highest abilitv and cul-
ture—It has been remarked that in European
countries to-day a large proportion of eminent men
have foreign names. It is fair to assume that other
races could arrive at like results.

The development of characteristics is the con-
flict between the two heredities, one tending to pre-
serve the primitive instincts, the other to fix and
hold the acquired advantages of modifications.
Heredity generally tends to revert to the primitive
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type, for what is acquired easily usually possesses
little stability. A species can only claim normal
possession of a new characteristic after having con-
secutively inherited it through many generations.

We must assume that the vast variety of types in
personal appearance is the result of climatic con-
ditions and the blending by sexual selection of the
two original races of mankind—the short, long-
headed race with brown eyes and flat curling hair,
and the tall, fair, round-headed race with light
eyes and straight hair. A man selects his mate for
various reasons—the Hottentot for her posterior
development; the Oriental for her weight; the an-
cient Teuton for her industry; but the autocrats
have always (with the exception of the Japanese)
sought blondness and height. Marshall savs in his
biological lectures that * the white man and the ne-
gro have been differentiated through the long-con-
tinued action of selection and environment.” Hence
it is believed that the tall, long-headed, blonde
Scandinavian has evolved from the primitive, long-
headed brunette race that once occupied all Eu-
rope.

Their adaptability to the northern latitude and
the popularity of their appearance has perpet-
uated the strain. Ripley states that the upper
classes in Europe are distinctly taller, lighter in
skin, hair, and eves than the Boors. Homer is con-
tinually informing us of the fairness of the gods
and heroes. Since the second century Jesus has
been depicted as blonde. The blue-eyed Thra-
cians were celebrated for their beauty. Thousands
of blending generations have quite topsy-turvied
the original two types. Therefore, curling hair
being considered more beautiful than the straight,
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it is not an uncommon sight to meet those with
round heads and tight-curling blonde hair. Red
hair is an indication of race-mixing, and is seldom
found in remote, secluded nations; but where popu-
lations are most mixed,—as among the Phceni-
cians, Grecians, Venetians, French, Irish, and
Americans,—there can be found the auburn locks.
Red hair is not uncommon among mulattoes and
Eurasians.

A showman may by starving and cruelty tame
and drill a wolf, but it will take many, many gen-
erations of breeding from the most docile of wolves
before a domesticated wolf can be acquired.*

In Geyserland the Council of Surgeons who had
direction of the breeding frequently recognized the
necessity of augmenting the Boor element. As
these children grew to manhood they were assigned
to simple tasks or unintellectual labor, for which
they were designed, and for which they were suited.
They were brought up to recognize their commu-
nal position. It was not the policy of the Geyser-
landers to breed for the autocratic ambition. They
had been early impressed with the fact that the
keystone is not the only useful stone in the arch.
They believed in rotation of temperaments. (See

* Darwin wrote: “Lord Orford, as is well known, crossed his
famous greyhounds which failed in courage, with a bull-dog—this breed
being chosen for being deficient in the power of scent. At the sixth
or seventh generation there was not a vestige left of the form of the
bull-dog, but his courage and indomitable perseverance remained.” The
otter-breed (Ancon sheep) originated in a deformed lamb born of ordi-
nary parents. Its length of body and short limbs prevented it from
jumping fences, and its owner persistently and supcessfully bred its
similarly formed offspring. The successful production of the “Char-
moise” breed of sheep in France was accomplished by the persistent
efforts of the breeder to have a sheep in France with the attractions of
the English breeds, and it was by the knowledge of the three great
breeding principles, Aeredity, wariability, and selection, that the success
was brought about.
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Chapter V1.) Thus the inequality of tempera-
ments revolved like a wheel as generations suc-
ceeded each other. The intelligent Boors worked
upwards and the overtaxed nervous thinkers sought
repose by assimilating with their less intelligent
kin, the Boors. Their experience proved that this
method prevented weak nerves amongst the ad-
vanced thinkers and developed a unity and frater-
nal feeling between those who were educated and
those who were drilled. No great thing can be
accomplished by weak men. A state must not
dwarf its people, or it will soon lack that vital
power which is slumbering in all of us which
makes for race advancement. Nor must the state
allow its people to become dwarfed through
their own misguidance. Moreover, there should
be prevention of useless waste in industrial eco-
nomics.

The reader by consulting the following authors
can find conflicting theories and much interesting
information on this subject: Darwin, Galton, Stra-
han, Lamarck, Lucas, Ribot, and Gironde de
Buzareingues.

The phenomena of descent have been classed
into the following laws:

1st. DIRECT HEREDITY, where children resemble
their parents. There is a popular belief in cross
heredity; that is, the son resembling mother, and
daughter, father. Michelet wrote that Louis XVI,
whose mother was Marie Josephe of Saxony, * was
a real Saxon King and more German than the Ger-
mans themselves.” Yet it is a fact established by
long observation that the external and moral re-
semblance of the son to the mother is less frequent
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than the daughter to the father, and the children
are more apt to resemble their father than their
mother in the proportion of two to one.

2nd. REVERSIONAL HEREDITY OR ATAVISM,
where a child, instead of resembling its immediate
parents, resembles one of its grandparents or still
further remote ancestor.

Instincts that are dormant for one or two gener-
ations may be passed along by heredity, as the
fighting son of a particularly peace-loving mother
may be the father of a particularly peace-loving
daughter.

3d. INITIAL HEREDITY.—When the temporary
mood or condition of parents at time of conception
permanently affects the offspring;* for example,
children resulting from a debauch, or those noble
children resulting from noble, loving parents.

In the struggle between the races the desire of
the parents will affect the progeny, or, in other
words, conscious selection will favor the race which
possesses the superior elements; for example, in
America when two mulattoes marry, their child is
whiter than themselves. This would occur only in
those countries where the white is more esteemed
than the negro. It is probable that in Africa the
child would tend to return to the local type.

People without desire for nobility and truth de-
generate. Clergymen’s sons are proverbially bad.
We would rather believe this results from a glut
of unnatural piety and ultra reaction toward nor-
mal ways, than to lack of inheritance of goodness
in the parent. Nature is bound to recoil and react
when overstrained. “ Turner, dreamer of en-
chanted landscapes, took the pleasures of a sailor,

* See Genesis xxx :31-43.
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on a spree.” Some of the most exquisite poetry has
come from men coarse in their conversation. The
son of a punctiliously honest, unsuccessful man is
apt to be an unscrupulous rogue.

4th. HEREDITY OF INFLUENCES.—When a child
resembles a former husband. Michelet tells us that
“ Madame de Montespan had had a son by Mon-
sieur de Montespan, and the first child she had by
the King—the Duc de Maine—resembled only her
former husband; he had his Gascon disposition,
his buffooning, etc.”

A woman may be barren with one man and not
with another, or a man may propagate with one
woman and not be able to with another. For ex-
ample, Napoleon suffered epileptic-hysteria when
alone with Josephine.

Unions between those of different temperaments
should be encouraged, because the children would
be stronger mentally and physically than the off-
spring of those who resemble one another. Chil-
dren of parents of different races are never found
to be superior, but by breeding a half-bred, etc., a
strain is slowly acquired and a superior breed
produced.

The mutilation of the parents is not inherited
by the offspring; for example, note the customs of
circumcision, the misshaping of Chinese feet. The
flattening of the heads of the Indians has never
had any effect on the progeny.

Habits can be inherited; for example, the white
man’s habit of turning out his toes; animals that
have been drilled to clean ways will in time beget
clean-habited offspring.

There are those who believe that the heredity of
sex alternates; there are others that think that the
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stronger parent controls the sex; but science has
not yet recognized any law in that direction. Con-
sanguinity generally results in more male offspring
than female. Half-breeds are more often female
than male.

_ Albinos lack strength in their senses; pigmenta-
tion conduces to acuteness of senses. White ani-
mals are more apt to eat poisoned herbs than are
colored animals.

Breeding-in intensifies and magnifies parental
peculiarities. Hence, only perfect animals should
be permitted to breed-in. The female reverts to
the primitive type.

Sterility was early recognized as a characteris-
tic of unrestricted woman. Promiscuous inter-
course on the part of the female was found to re-
sult in sterility. For this reason in early days, when
all clans needed ‘ more fighting men,” promiscu-
ous intercourse was forbidden.

Fanciers do not consider the first litter valuable
and they are often destroyed.

Children of young parents are weak and lack
courage and vitality. Children of old parents are
vicious, nervous, easily wrinkled, and short-lived.
The correct age of fathers is from twenty-five to
forty, for mothers twenty to thirty-five.

Ripley says, “ To tolerate a climate is one thing,
to become independent of it is quite a different mat-
ter.” In race development robust constitutions are
not the only aim. It was first noted that the chil-
dren of the rugged, cold mountains were more
hardy than those born in the mild lands. This was
easily explained, because only the hardy children
lived in the former country, and that breed was
constantly becoming more hardy; meanwhile, the
sickly could live not only in the mild lands, but
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they profusely bred weaklings, for by some “ cos-
mic process ” the weak-bodied seemed to revel in
sexual excesses; however, later it was found that if
precautions were taken to prevent the procreation
of the feeble in the milder localities, that race
would excel those from the rugged ones.*

Cold and privations cannot be a direct cause of
physical superiority; besides, it has been observed
that tastes and inclinations have developed in tem-
perate climates that have been ignored in the more
severe ones; for example, the mountaineer knew
little about the joy and charm of color, compared
to the less industrious, luxurious, comfortable in-
habitants of the balmy zones. It is safe to assert
that the average Anglo-Saxon only enjoys four
senses instead of five.

While observing the methods in Geyserland for
improving the race it will not be amiss to cast a
glance at our own methods of degeneration, par-
ticularly as this degeneration is taking place at an
epoch when conditions demand better types of
humanity.

Why should not the pre-natal fine qualities of
the red man in America, with his sylvan nerves,
his keen sensibility, and his intuitive knowledge of
woodcraft, have been perpetuated? Because we
were dull, shortsighted, and vicious, and posterity
will class us with Sulla, who annihilated the intel-

* Life in the average tropics is too easy; the weaklings live, grow up
and breed, and miserable degenerates are the result. Unless controlled,
feeble people will propagate more freely than the healthy ones; for that
reason we find the more rigid climate producing the hardier types of
our races. But let it also be noted that unhealthful tropics have produced
some splendid types. Senator Stewart, describing the Isthmus of Pan-
ama in 1849, said: “ The aborigines of that unhealthful climate were the
finest men I ever saw.” Alas, this race perished when they became

acquainted with the white man’s fire-water. This is explained on the

same theory that only the healthy, best-fitted children survive unhealth-
ful conditions.
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ligent Etruscans to make room for his bloody
veterans.

Specialists inform us that the crowded life in
cities, alcohol, narcotics, improper diet, and sen-
suous excesses have so undermined our stamina
that we are unable to face our daily strain of work,
and that the continuation of these detriments is de-
veloping a quantity of humanity with hysteria, neu-
rasthenia and epileptic tendencies. Unfortunately,
these miserable people are permitted to perpetuate
their kind. Added to this cause we have the con-
tagious troubles not sufficiently guarded against.
So it happens that whereas man’s work is demand-
ing more strenuous efforts, his body is more easily
fatigued than in former times. Men are expected
to produce ten times as much work as fifty years
ago, and but a trifling fraction of these are able to
meet the conditions without recourse to stimulants,
because of exhaustion of their nervous systems. If
people persist in drawing out from their race or
from their bank more than they put in, there can
be but one result—bankruptcy. It happened in
Babylon, Egypt, Persia, and Rome. It will be our
turn next.



CHAPTER VIII
SIBIS AND FASHO—DUTY

“There is no greater service than that of the man who sows the seed
of right ideas in the right places.”

“ By Eternal laws
Of Iron ruled
Must all fullfil
The cycle of
Their destiny.”

—GOETHE.

SWEET Sibis was a real Geyserlander. That isle
was like a vast convent, in that there was peace,
and all that made the convents of old attractive to
women. But lives were not spent there in useless
penances, nor were the energies of the mind wasted
on worthless superstitions; the women were kind -
and sought to be beneficially employed. The life
of Sibis was as unique as her philosophy required.
If she had joys they apparently were not sensual
ones. She had never been robust nor beautiful, but
she had the repose and poise of a sphinx, and would
have received the most favorable commendation
for her distinction at the most exclusive courts of
civilized aristocracy. Her charming manners
made her a favorite with all. Like the flowers, she
had no enemies, and all trusted her with confidence
as a loyal friend. The test of true friendship is
that happy relaxation of tenseness which permits
one to think aloud. Her knowledge was not con-
fined within the limit of our woman’s education of
to-day. Like Cicero, she wished to hear every-
thing about everything. She knew the world as
men knew it,—the whole keyboard, from the rank-

172
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est indecency to the purest wisdom,—and could
assist at men’s councils. There was no forbidden
knowledge for Sibis. She had always lived in
others, and their successes and pleasures seemed to
echo in her with true love—the untainted, unself-
ish mother-love. She was a part of everyone. She
had the gift of sympathy, the most precious and
unbuyable of all qualities; for sympathy is like
solder—it makes two parts one.

The Assistant Surgeon, who, like our alphabet,
apparently had no name, was artful, cunning, and
clever enough to know that he had more than the
average amount of wit and mental capacity. His
early hopes of becoming a progenitor had been
frustrated, hence his disposition to do good had
become curdled, if not soured. His reason inspired
his emotions. This un-altruistic communist knew
the value of diplomacy; but in Geyserland one had
to be noble to be on the winning side, and the As-
sistant Surgeon was not noble. He could crawl or
fly, as his interests dictated; he was like Paul, who
was “ a Jew with the Jews, a Gentile with the Gen-
tiles,” and those who knew him as Sibis did, and
knew that he recognized no gratitude toward Na-
ture, held him in too deep contempt to do him
justice. “If I had my way,” he suggested, “ we
would stop this ever-to-be-thought-of development
of the race.”

“ And then do what? " asked Sibis.

“ Expand,” continued the Assistant Surgeon,
who was a relic of primeval days, with the desires
of a nomad; “ travel; conditions have changed—
we have supposed ourselves to be surrounded by
impassable ice-bound mountains and wastes. But
if this freak Adam could come to us, it proves that
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we could go elsewhere. Our imaginative, inventive
people should be told that they will acquire favor-
able commendation if they invent a machine for
flying, as that seems our best means of communica-
tion with our fellow-beings. We should not neg-
lect this opportunity because our ancestors did.
Adam claims to be a person as good as any from
whence he came. This may be his natural imperti-
nence, but he is certainly a poor thing here.”

Sibis recognized the arrival of Adam in the com-
munity as an occurrence resembling the appearance
of a mangy cat in a household of well-groomed
tabbies; but, rising above all this, with her
womanly instincts for the love of her race she
recognized the possibility of this proud vagrant,
Adam, being a desirable acquisition to the com-
munity. Sibis’s character had not been withered
by narrow family ties; her life was too large to be
lifinited to the love that gathers around one’s fire-
side.

“Not so fast,” she said. “ Everybody has an
innate consciousness of pride without which he
would be contemptible. People are like books—
at first we must pay the same homage to all; it is
only when well read and understood that we can
rightly judge them. Adam is not innately de-
praved; he is a product of Nature’s methods, now
in the wild and free stage. A man can walk on
land, a fish can swim on sea—but a wild goose can
walk the land, swim the water, and fly the air. This
man, like all uncultured people, is like a little child
—abnormally selfish, naturally thoughtless, will-
ful, and combative.”

“I think,” replied the Assistant Surgeon, “a
useless person is good for nothing, as brother Donis
would say. The people of aptitude should live,
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the others had better not be born. The duo-theory
of Nature is well illustrated by the two types of
mankind, the noble man and the degenerate. The
noble man is grateful for what he has and makes
for improvement; the degenerate realizes no
shame, nor pangs of feeling at his own or another’s
acts of degeneration, nor is grateful for the con-
sideration that another has had for him. The
whole race is our kin. All nature is allied and is
man’s companion. Every butterfly is my brother.
The boundaries of the earth are the only proper
limits to our influence and sympathies. My idea
of duty is to travel, colonize, and teach the rest of
the world. I object to the curtailing of our race.
There are but four ways of preventing over-popu-
lation,” and holding up four bony fingers he pro-
ceeded to further enlighten them: * 1st, Coloni-
zation; 2d, prenatal precaution; 3d, infanticide;
4th, the civilized method of the perishing of those
not fitted to survive.

“Tf this man Adam is a sample of the population
of the balance of the earth, it is certainly our duty
to colonize. It is evident that the time has come
when a superior race would be a blessing to other
races. Itisvicious to go blindly on in the same old
rut. Competition should alternate with repose.
We have had too much repose. We need compe-
tition to sharpen our wits and to spur on our ambi-
tions. The reward of the victor of a stag fight is
the peaceful society of the doe. We are already
on the danger line. We are now in a state of con-
tentment, but we will certainly become degenerates
if we do not at once find an outlet for our super-
fluous energy, which it is natural that we should
possess in exuberant enterprises. Have not our
neighbors in foreign lands a claim on our experi-
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ence? Are not they a part of ourselves? Are we
not capable of showing the race of this lank, loose-
jointed Adam a better way? You, good Sibis, who
are always thinking of others, tell me, are we too
egotistical or altruistic?”

“ Adam and his people are at a stage of culture
where we were once,” Sibis quietly rejoined.
“ His race has the spirit of progress. The culture
of any people can be estimated by the degree of
importance they attach to the study of the past and
the future. They have not had our favorable cli-
matic conditions with its advantages of isolation.
I do not think this man has been sufficiently
studied. He is fresh from a civilized country
where selfishness is the motive for most actions.
Have patience, he may yet show us in some things
a better way. Wait; it is of scientific interest to
see how soon he will grasp our ideas of social love,
which, mark me, he certainly will do.”

“T think you prize our culture too highly,” the
Assistant Surgeon persisted. “ What are we but
an isolated fragment in Nature’s great game?
Look at the strata on that cliff, read there the
history of the great past, and don’t let those who
have kept the records of our trivial past give too
much importance to our race. Qur patriotism is a
proof of our weakness and cramped ideas. We are
mortals akin to this long-legged lout Adam. A
century of retrogression and we should be barba-
rians again; another cataclysm and we will prob-
ably be wiped out of existence, leaving no record
behind us, because we have not taken those steps
that duty dictates to benefit our race. I believe that
tremendous undertakings have been successfully
accomplished and forgotten before our little island
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was even started. I still believe that the Council
should let us go and teach his people.”

‘“ Nay,” said Sibis, “ have not other races a right
to their preliminary meanderings and wander-
ings? Different people have come out of barbar-
ism by different paths and with different ideals.
Owing to our peculiar natural surroundings, once
united, we had no belligerent neighbors, and
our whole energies were directed against cold,
hunger, social jealousies and mythical supersti-
tions. His people have also gone through their
savage and barbaric stages, after their full share
of troubles, quarrelsome neighbors, wrongs, and
errors.”

“ But why study an oyster,” interrupted Fasho,
““when a lion can be investigated? ”

“The mountain pebble may have a history as
interesting as the avalanche,” replied Sibis. “ At
present, this oddity is in evidence for us to study.
We know very little of this waif, Adam, or of his
antecedents. We should study him and note his
thoughts, acts, and traditions, and find what has
made him as he is; for thinking and talking of
themselves do not benefit the future—it is the act
of recording thoughts that does the good. We can-
not expect a pot to boil unless the fire is lighted.”

“T do not want to taste, smell, touch, or see this
odd man Adam,” replied Fasho.

The Assistant Surgeon, still conservatively
thinking of the community, mumbled something
about adulterations, and wine not being improved
by water added to it.

“Qur Creator may have a purpose greater than
man’s happiness, which man may not grasp,” Sibis
musingly observed. “ Our lives are to help Na-
ture, and through man Nature may wish to attain
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greater issues, for mortals are probably but a sec-
tion of an unfinished complex problem.”

“We had better stop discussing fancies,” the
Assistant Surgeon said, “ for this world unques-
tionably belongs to us—the cleverest beings in it.”

“ Are you not hasty in your conclusions? ” ques-
tioned Sibis. “ A man of high culture must bear
and forbear, he must consider the claims of to-mor-
row as well as those of to-day; of the future as well
as the present. When a nation is working toward
one ideal it becomes cramped, biased, and must
decay. Human theories should all be drawn
loosely. Nature is greater than any system of
thought. You can shout axioms and platitudes,
but all other ideas should be mentioned in a low
voice; for if too loud you will certainly be contra-
dicted by someone like our friend Hist, who has
plausible and logical opinions on both sides of
every subject.”

“I stop here,” interrupted the somewhat irri-
tated Assistant Surgeon. “ Good-by, you wise,
good, and distinguished Sibis. Your ideas are too
far off for my mental horizon. I must go and
meditate in yonder shady nook, why people
should not be deprived of their ignorance. I
salute you both.”

“ By-by,” answered Sibis. “May sound con-
clusions be the result of your meditations.”

* * * * *

In proportion as the soul of Nature enters into
a person, so he gains in that grand affinity. Con-
versation with a person of limited soul is like
touching a harp without a sounding-board.

The egotist cannot understand altruism. It is
the result of purer ideas from finer organs; or, as
Bagehot says, “ nicer music from finer chords.”
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“T feel wronged,” said Fasho, as he extended his
hand toward Sibis and stopped to rest a moment
on his crutches. “T have lost my true love. I feel
that the laws of this place were made by some
people for other people.”

“Don’t talk like a cat,” said Sibis. ““The laws
are our friends, and if they were not for our com-
mon happiness we would not have them. You
must work, work hard, because the applause you
have received for your heroic action will never
give comfort to you unless the praise from without
is seconded by approval from within. A true man’s
reward lies in the thought of the happiness that he
has caused. In a community where the culture is
high,—and a man like you is important therein,—
then the more strenuous should be his desire to per-
form such new duties as devolve upon him, and
also more than his duties. Good seldom comes
until private interests are laid aside. I know that
a high nature like yours can never be brought to
say of evil that it is good. A child knows that it is
harder to be good and succeed, than to be bad and
succeed.”

“ Stop, Sibis,” Fasho excitedly interrupted, “ and
tell me, before we go any further, how high can a
man go, or how low can his aims and ambitions
sink? Is there much difference? Why try to be
good and noble? It is in the power of every man
to be a depraved scoundrel, but the lowest of them
cannot rival the cruelty of destiny.”

“If thatis a conundrum for me,” laughed Sibis,
“ the answer is, the lowest thing anyone can do is
a mean act; the highest, a generous act. My dear
Fasho, very few men have been the worse for losing
the woman they loved. As we grow older sex-
stimulus affects us less and our social spirit de-
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velops. Your disappointment has only smothered
your true feelings, but they will break through in
time. The happiness we derive from doing our
duty should be the aim and end of our being.
Pleasures are not the goal of a noble mind, but
duty is. Love is not our loftiest sentiment; it is
only a feeling we have for another with the ulti-
mate desire of benefiting ourselves. There never
was a noble man or woman disappointed in love
who did not think that his or her life had been
thrown away. The noblest spirit is that which a
mother has, in wishing her offspring to be superior
to herself; but not the cowardly, precautionary,
selfish one which makes a man continually afraid
of nurturing an ungrateful viper. Nature is gov-
erned by laws, not emotions. One of the first duties
of a noble man is to know what the state has, then
to know what the state needs, and get it—like an
alert steward, who not only sees the absolute needs
of his larder, but has the initiative to introduce new
things that would be welcomed. When this has
been accomplished, then do that part which nobody
else seems equally able or willing to do. They live
happiest who exercise the greatest number of their
organs with moderation ; but it is in the thoughtful
moments of leisure that a noble person realizes of
what he is capable; whereas unintellectual idleness
only produces vicious people and criminals.
Fasho, if you want the respect of those whom you
respect, you must give up this vain moping and be
less sensitive to what people say. It takes great-
ness to bear little things. How many men do you
know who are great and ring true? You have the
ethical power, let your light shine, noble Fasho.
Get the spirit of our laws, not the letter. A man
who would consider himself before his duty is not
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a man of noble feelings and cannot hope for the
praise of those whom he respects. In the same way
as ambitious children desire to belong to the work-
ing class, we should forestall our taskmasters, and
besides our stated duties, seek further to benefit our
fellow-countrymen. Don’t try to do other men’s
work, but try to do your own in a better way.”

“I know I have been educated in the science of
duty,” answered Fasho, “ but all my duty is prear-
ranged by the government, so why, in the wildcat’s
name, should I bother? I want my Fairmena.
Will no one comfort me?”

“ My dear man, don’t sink below, but rise above
your affliction. Your nature should not be domi-
nated by a single passion nor a single sorrow. Love
leaves no scars. Philosophy, which is the religion
of the brave, should comfort you. Remember that
the price of vice is pain. Lofty purposes make life
sublime. There is nothing noble in striving for
what you personally need. Let your mind seek to
give a new contribution to the commonwealth.
You know that there are laws of nobility that base
people are not expected to observe. The spirit of
our government is affinity. You should personify
that spirit which develops mankind. Whoever
improves his race improves himself. What is im-
mortality? Only in our race can we live forever;
and let it be observed that the sterile members of a
community can equally aid in making their race
better in the future. Foolish is the idea that
mothers and fathers are the only parents of a race.
Many of our noble ancestors were childless. Those
who have left us new ideas, better methods, and
good influences have been as much our parents as
those who have passed to us their brawn and sinew.
Provide for society a higher standard and be con-
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scious of the weight attached to your example;
choose a noble auxiliary beyond your duties, and
by your example intensify the pureness of your
cause. Submit to your unlucky fortune; take the
virus like millions of men before you, and accept
the sad verdict, ‘ she is not for me,’ then do some-
thing to win for humanity a richer existence. Men
grow interesting when people see and appreciate
their good works, and happy in their self-respect
are those who suffer for the right.”

“Qh, Sibis, help me! I do not want to be a
blank, nor mere food for parasites.”

“We must accept our past bad luck; that, we
cannot fight.”

“But I am a fighter,” exclaimed Fasho. “I
want her, everything I have is starving for her. If
I love nothing, then I am nothing, I am absolutely
benumbed and empty. It is living deeds, not talk-
ing about them that makes men. It is the works,
not the music, that stir men’s souls.”

“Stop!” ejaculated Sibis. “ What people want
and what people should have are sometimes very
different. It is not difficult to make people take
what they want, but they must be shown, educated,
or forced to take what they need. It is proper
ambition and proper energy combined that marks
the public benefactor. Let your maxims rest, and
consider that the only useful occupations of per-
sons are: 1st, acquiring or producing; 2d, protect-
ing; 3d, amusing or beautifying; 4th, transporting;
sth, teaching.

‘“Teaching I mention last for your sake. Fair-
mena will be the mother of the bodies and you can
be the father of the minds. The teacher has two
distinct functions—one is to show the way, the
other is to criticise all efforts. You, who have the
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love of lofty thoughts, teach men to have great
minds, so that when you are gone others will live
like you and perhaps better. That should be your
aim. A disciple who can understand and can com-
bine the works of his teachers with his own efforts
seems more akin than a son who only continues
one’s blood. Many things are more useful when
dead. The acorn, by a chance, makes the oak tree
that gives shade for beasts and shelter for birds;
but nine-tenths of the oak tree’s usefulness comes
after its death. So with a noble man’s work; nine-
tenths of his career is that which he has left for
the public good. You, Fasho, can teach true man-
liness. I say it not to cheer you, but you are an
ordained leader of men. An idea well revealed by
a great man may be the origin of perfectly new
institutions in a community. I repeat, that you are
able to find among your guardsmen those to whom
you could impart your noble views of manhood.
They might learn what they need, learn to desire
it, and then strive for it. Thus, you will acquire
respect, and really add a useful portion to our
grand march of progress, as she will.”

“Don’t mention Fairmena—don’t talk of her
contribution to the public!” exclaimed Fasho. “I
am sick with jealousy.”

The progenitors were inclined to be jealous of
and quarrelsome with each other. It would be
most unnatural if it were not so. But unquestion-
ing obedience was the religion in Geyserland, as
among well-drilled veterans. As there were sev-
eral hundred guardsmen anxious to take their
places, it was also policy for the progenitors to
avoid quarreling. Postmen are honest, army offi-
cers are brave, and Jesuits are loyal. It isexpected
of them, and that is sufficient.
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“ Sibis, dear,” continued Fasho, ‘ you have never
loved, you have no desires.”

“ My sorrows are my own, and are undiluted,”
said Sibis with exceptional emotion for her, as she
placed her thin hands on his red, rugged one.
“ Men do not know what a blade of grass suffers
when cut. But, Fasho, what I now say is true and
sad—there may come a time in the lives of the
greatest of men, when by chance, simple chance,
they are pushed aside by those whom people recog-
nize as their inferiors.”

“ But Roul is so happy!”

“Fie!” exclaimed she. “The lives of happy
men make dull records; no one succeeds in coming
up to his own estimate of his importance. Roul has
no fascinating faults, let him have his own ex-
istence.”



CHAPTER IX
MAN’S MORALITY—LORK AND EVRONA

“I am a man, nothing that is human
Do I think unbecoming of me.”
—TERENCE.

“ Nature smiles on those who enjoy their gifts and frowns on such
as waste their blessings.”

“Fasting and celibacy, the common means of purchasing Divine
fa'vor, he condemns with abhorrence, as a criminal rejection of the best
gifts of Providence.”—GIBBoN, speaking of Zoroaster.

“I am not ashamed to print anything that God Almighty has per-
mitted to happen.”—CHARLEs A. DaNA.

“That which distinguishes man from the beast, is drinking without
being thirsty, and making love at all seasons.”

By the common law of nature every fascinat-
ingly beautiful woman is a natural mate of every
healthy, vigorous man. An unattractive woman
1s no man’s natural wife. But, when thinking peo-
ple get together and desire to live in a peaceful,
social manner, it is necessary for them to form
rules for the regulation of these natural appetites,
and the observance of these rules is moral duty.
Richard Wagner stated that “ Man will never be
that which he can and should be until, by a con-
scious following of that inner natural necessity,
which is the only true necessity, he makes his life a
mirror of Nature, and frees himself from the thral-
dom to outer artificial counterfeits. Then will he
first become a living man, who now is a mere wheel
in the mechanism of this or that religion, nation-
ality, or state.”

In Geyserland the matrons, and the boys and
185
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girls during the age of adolescence, were as strictly
controlled by the state as were the vestal virgins of
Rome; while the progenitors, like the racing crew
of a modern college, took particular care of their
physical condition, because they recognized that
it was easier to keep their health than to recover
their former standing as progenitors if disqualified
by physical inability.

Those women who were not needed as mothers
immediately sought other interests. They were
free to choose their companions where they listed.
The methods in practice for preventing procrea-
tion were sanitary and effective, and need no fur-
ther mentioning in this book.

Virtue, to the Romans, meant valor, to the lovers
of the beautiful, an object of art; to philosophers,
truth, to the church, chastity, and in Geyserland it
meant sympathy and the desire for service rather
than gain. Sympathy is developed by social life,
and it is in social life that women excel.

The fair and luxuriant beauty, Evrona, had,
since she recently became of age, reveled in more
attention from her male admirers than generally
falls to the lot of a pretty woman. Apparently
her disappointment in being denied the joys of
motherhood was shallow.

Our English Adam was at first horrified by the
familiarity between the men and women of Gey-
serland. False sentiments of the proprieties had
been so grafted upon his conscience, not only by log-
ical reasoning, but by generations of church talk, as
to be instinctively inherent in his nature. Being
shocked is a mental rebuke, and is a high-minded,
proper feeling to show at the proper time, because
the ideas of noble individuals, or rather their opin-
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ions expressed by censure or approval, influence
other individuals, hence the action of the masses.
Was Adam sufficiently learned in the science of
moral philosophy to be able to know when to be
shocked? We wish to be above all the useless prej-
udices of our ancestors, and study the right and
wrong, the good and bad which should be permit-
ted our appetites. It is our province to discuss
every subject that will give light toward the im-
provement of humanity.

We care nothing for impropriety when it is a
question of the uplifting of the race. Classical
scholars persist that the culminating point of in-
terest in all social hygienic arguments should be
written in Latin. We do not purpose considering
these important questions in a dead language, a
mere conspiracy of the educated to prevent the ig-
norant from knowing; nor do we agree with George
Meredith that “ everything of importance on this
subject should only be said in half.” ““If the thing
is, why not say the word?” (Victor Hugo.) We
do not agree with Bias, one of the Seven Sages of
Greece, that “ most men are bad.” Censure is ab-
surd where acts are unavoidable. Our senses are
not narrow. Personal magnetism is not for propa-
gation only. Nature does not expect a rose from
every bud. We believe Nature intended enjoy-
ment to accompany every organ’s well-being.

People should be judged by what charms them,
nations by what they tolerate. When doing an un-
pleasant thing, or when refraining from doing that
which is pleasant, it is not a bad idea to question
one’s self, *“ Am I doing this in view of an ultimate
benefit to humanity, am I doing it to make the task
easier for those who govern me, or am I doing it
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with no more thought and understanding than if I
were a sawdust doll? Clovis proclaimed that all
his subjects must be Christians. Those who have
studied his character know his motive was not for
the love of the church, but to make his subjects
easier to rule. For we all know that as soon as
characters can be grouped that are alike, those who
govern are enabled to think about them collectively
in a single thought. Charles the Fifth with his
Inquisition and Napoleon with his rehabilitation
of the church in France, worked along the same
line.

The importance of chastity during the first five
or six Christian centuries was far more considered
than charity. A great problem for the early fa-
thers when establishing the church was to stop all
devotion to other religions; and the most popular
ones, like the worship of Baal, Isis, and the mys-
teries of Serapis, were all more or less carnal.
Bodily cleanliness was insisted upon before ap-
proaching the altars, and the gorgeous bathing es-
tablishments of the ancients were closely allied to
this worship. These were ruthlessly destroyed by
the jealous early churchmen. The Turkish baths
of to-day are but miserable survivors.

The bishops and presbyters made chastity the
greatest virtue, and the lack of it the greatest sin.
Thus a virgin woman who, judged by Nature’s
standard, is like “ a barren fig tree,” was exalted
and placed in a position above “ the mother.” The
unsophisticated St. Augustine admitted *that
mother and daughter went to heaven, but one (the
daughter) was a bright star, the other a dim one.”
Lecky writes, “ The business of a saint was to erad-
icate a natural appetite. The virtue most required
in early saints was not love, charity, or philan-
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thropy, but chastity.” Hermits became hermits for
fear of sin.

In a general way evil doings are divided into
three classes:

VICE is an act against the laws of Nature, such as
causing pain to one’s neighbor or to one’s self; for
example, cruelty, drunkenness, gluttony, immoral-
ity, excesses, or unnatural passions.

CRIME is an act against the laws of the govern-
ment; as wronging one’s neighbor, stealing, per-
jury, or breach of contract.

SIN is an act against the laws of the church; as
1S'alf)bath breaking, sacrilege, blasphemy, or unbe-

ief.

Nature punishes vice, but does not punish the
other evils.

If evil is that which causes pain, and if good is
the reverse of evil, then goodness in Geyserland
was very different from the goodness in Christen-
dom. They permitted many customs that would
not be tolerated, and they tabooed many which pre-
vail with us every day. For example, waste, which
with us is seldom more severely censured than
being classed as a mischievous accident, was con-
sidered by them as both vicious and criminal.

All lines drawn around appetites by convention
rather than by necessity appear absurd to those
thinkers whose thoughts are free. Where there is
no pain nor degradation nor breach of contract
there can be no evil. The excess of refinement, like
water from condensed steam, is tasteless and in-
sipid. The person who eats and drinks only what
is exactly sufficient to sustain health can hardly be
designated as leading a large or luxuriant life.
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Sensuality after the period of adolescence is the
excess of virility. Destined by Nature for propa-
gative purposes, it should, when needed for the
perpetuating of the race, be so used; but when not
needed by the state it should be expediently can-
celled in the most healthful manner possible. Un-
necessary breeding was the thing most guarded
against in Geyserland; not the gratification of a
naturally healthy appetite. Is the sense of touch—
the realization of a healthy circulation of blood—
more sacred than that of the other senses? Why is
it more a crime for a man to gratify his normal
amorous inclinations than it is to eat or drink more
than Nature requires for the proper sustenance of
the body? Malthus wrote, ‘“ After the desire for
food, the most powerful and general of our desires
is the passion between the sexes.” As hatred leads
through many harmless paths before murder, and
discouragement has a thousand phases before sui-
cide, so can our loving feelings lead through many
natural inclinations before procreation. A grate-
ful, nature-loving man should enjoy all blessings
possible.. When we see people refusing the gifts
of Nature, we feel as we do at a banquet when the
entertainer has devoted time, experience, and
money to furnish all attractions, and an unappre-
ciative portion of the guests refuse them. Such
people do not harmonize with their surroundings.

What to-day we regard as Platonic love would
have been considered ridiculous by Plato and his
contemporaries, and even so austere and eminent
a moral philosopher as Cicero declared that “ one
would have to be severe indeed to ask young men
to refrain from illicit relations”; or again, * If
there be anyone who thinks that young men should
be altogether restrained from the love of courte-



MAN’S MORALITY 191

sans, he is indeed very severe.” (Pro Czlic Cap,
XX.)

To meet the question of chastity squarely is cer-
tainly more healthy than ignoring it. We do not
believe in total abstinence schemes, and agree with
Senator Vest, who, when speaking about saloon
high license, said, “ If the Mississippi River ran
pure whisky, with each blade of grass a sprig of
mint and each pebble on its shore a lump of sugar,
and was fenced in, the armies of the world could
not prevent people getting into it; whereas, if it
were left open, few would abuse the use of it.”

Too much virtue is vicious, and our young men
must choose between being vicious or criminal.
Doing without things that are healthy and harm-
less, and that one can enjoy, is as foolish as the sav-
age and barbaric custom of fasting and indulging
in self-torture for the glory of their gods, or to
propitiate evil spirits. Volunteer martyrs are lack-
ing in the essence of common sense. The habit of
sacrificing is the oldest and most serious of errors,
as it is one of the most difficult to correct. It pre-
vails from Japan to Peru, and is produged either
by gratitude or fear originating in the primitive
idea that the Almighty, like an Oriental autocrat,
despised a beggar who was proud, and for a sup-
plication to be efficacious the suppliant should as-
sume the woe-begone garb of one in distress.
Those who prayed did so with their naked bodies
clad in rough sackcloth, and ashes upon their
heads.

What would the scientific world say if the safety
valves of engines were condemned as immoral?
Everything is right in its right place. Darwin
states that out of one thousand unmarried men be-
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tween the ages of twenty and thirty, eleven and
three-tenths per cent. annually die, while of the
married six and five-tenths per cent. die. Itis a
wonderful characteristic of the sensual factors of
our life, in that they never hesitate, waver, nor
doubt—they never stop to question. Lust, hunger,
and thirst fear no laws. As the sweet, mellow
peach is the tangible climax of the healthy tree, so
1s amorous love the ripened fruit of manhood. The
medieval church fathers endeavored for centuries
to enforce the doctrine that men should be as un-
sensual as women, with what poor success every
one knows. Early training, education, religions,
laws, and customs have never succeeded in altering
Nature’s conditions. Erasmus, speaking of the
regular and secular priests of the sixteenth century,
said, “ The celibates were many, the chaste few.”
Celibacy is no proof of chastity. In the annals of
St. Albans, during the twelfth century, we learn
that twice a year, to keep down unruly inclinations,
the monks were bled.* We do not wish to discuss
the esoteric morals of the priesthood, as opposed
to the exoteric morals of laymen. “ Ignorance,
when voluntary, is criminal; and he may properly
be charged with evil who refused to learn how he
might prevent it.” (Samuel Johnson.) Erotic
furor is a distinctly healthy male characteristic,
and relief from it is necessary, because all that
comforts the body, strengthens the mind. In a
medical treatise, Alexander Haig, M.A., M.D.,
clearly states that flesh is heir to and should have
relief from high blood pressure. We dwell upon
this question of blood pressure (erotic furor) be-
cause it has been the most difficult problem in all
degrees of culture, and its correct solution will
* Froude.
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be one of the greatest steps toward social peace.
All other great physical requirements have be-
come settled, varying only with local or climatic
conditions; whereas, this problem has been an
unending source of contention and condemnation,
and marriage has not been a satisfactory solution.

There can be no necessity in associating all am-
orous predilections with lifelong impoundage.
Half the anguish in Christendom is caused by the
inconstancy of fettered lovers. Professor McCook,
an authority on criminals and their punishments,
says that nine-tenths of the tramps are married.

Good health was the gospel of glad tidings for
the Geyserlanders. The first law of Nature is,
that the healthy shall be happy. Any acts or cus-
toms that are against the dictates of Nature are
wrong. There are three dangers for a healthy,
lusty young man—excess, privation, or unnatural
gratification. Epicurus wrote, “ No pleasure is to
be rejected, except for its painful consequences;
and no pain to be chosen except as a means to a
great pleasure.”

The conditions we believe to be normal were
obtainable in Geyserland. Some part of our
body is always demanding something. Tempta-
tions are only dangerous to the weak. Perverted
tastes have a charm for many, which justifies dras-
tic punishments. We know that cows who have
once drunk water from a stagnant pond prefer to
drink this sweet polluted water to that from the
fresh, clear spring.

We believe that the state and the church are
at odds with the natural conditions and the best
welfare of the race. We believe that health is
best preserved when Nature takes its proper course.
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Excess is the unpardonable vice. When the French
chemist and color expert, Monsieur Chevrieur,
who lived to the age of one hundred and ten, was
asked the secret of his old age, he replied, “ I have
done everything I wanted to do, in moderation—
everything.”

To resume our narrative. In all communities
there are certain men who admire what is popular,
and, like sheep when they see a leader running in
a certain direction, would seek to follow without
considering the goal. Such a man was the Gey-
serlander Lork, and Lork’s love for Evrona will
form an important feature of this book. Lork was
a guardsman of average prominence, neither stu-
pid nor brilliant. He had about sixty per cent. of
the appreciation of the charms of reason, health,
taste, sight, smell, hearing, and poetry. Nothing
interested him deeply. Froth or cream was his
idea of pleasure. He was content to merely sip the
pleasure of life, and never dived into any one
deeply enough to become a character of interest to
anybody. Strange to say, he realized his own lack
of sterling qualities and devoted the greatest en-
ergy of his life in trying fraudulently to gain the
respect of those whom he respected. Unfortu-
nately, he did not appreciate that this respect should
be his only in proportion to his solicitude for the
benefit of the public good. This guardsman of
flaccid individuality, with the boldness of a trim-
mer and the cunning of a weak man, desired to be
classed among the conspicuous gallants or favor-
ites of the beautiful débutante Evrona.

The ideal type of woman is being continually
modified by changing fancy. The vogue may be
form, modesty, wit, humility, or amiability. How-
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ever, our vivacious Evrona, with her golden beauty,
was then without a rival.

On the same summer’s day when the Assistant
Surgeon, Sibis, and Fasho were strolling on the
shore path, the viripolent Lork asked Evrona to
walk with him. He led her away from the popu-
lar malls and frequented avenues, as he did not
care to be seen by those who might enjoy giving an
amusing description of the rebuff he feared. As-
sumption is always humorous. This diffident
lover bethought himself of the cozy secluded dell
on the shore path, where he could plead his story
of superficial adoration.

I't is hard for most of us in civilization to appre-
ciate a community where property does not enter
into the acquiring of a woman’s love, for with us
it is just as natural for the parties to think of prop-
erty as it is for the hunter to think of his powder
and shot when he starts on a gunning trip.
Bravery, courage, and war won the prizes in olden
times; now to the rich belong the fair. It is nat-
ural for a woman to be taken by force; but it is
more natural that she should give herself to the
man in whom she recognizes a natural affinity.

In Geyserland there was no barter, and a
woman’s wishes were as much respected as those
of aman. Other people’s emotions could be neither
bought nor controlled by force.

Let us credit those who are sensitive with having
loving hearts, because experience has taught us that
only those whom we love give us sorrow by their
unkind acts or words.

A man wishes for a thing—that is natural, and
the cause of an enterprise. His means of acquiring
it are varied. He may beg for it—that is humil-
ity; he may barter for it—that is trade. Some



196 GEYSERLAND

men have the power to demand it—that is inde-
pendence. Some acquire it by deception, and to
some it is given.

“Evrona,” said Lork, “ do you appreciate that
Fairmena, with all her glorifications, must go with-
out the possession of the man who loves her? Des-
tiny has a better course for you. Although Fasho
was an ardent lover, he loved Fairmena no more
than I love you.”

“The love of any guardsman,” replied Evrona,
‘“is a compliment to a girl, and yours I appreciate
fully.”

“'The favored ones are so radiantly happy that
I would be among them,” said Lork, placing his
hand upon her shoulder.

Removing his hand, she spoke of the wild swans
upon the lake. At the same time her quick eye
detected some one in the shaded dell, and with a
spirit of mischief she stopped and said in a low
voice:

“ Lork, do you really think you love me? because
I don’t. Listen. Love to a man is a fleeting sensa-
tion, and the greater number he loves the more he
can love. Not so with us; the fewer we love the
more intensely we love.”

“ But, Evrona, I need you. I want you. Do let
me put my hand upon your shoulder, and let me
steady myself while I look into those liquid eyes.
Speak—let me see those perfect teeth between
those coral lips.”

“'This is folly, you trifling boy. Put your hand
on that birch-bark tree and steady your brain, then
try to count my golden hairs, or go deeper and read
the working of a girl’s brain. I am young, Lork,
but I understand you. I know your mind, and it

b
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can never understand mine. Stop; love me at a
distance—do not be foolish or violent. Take my
answer—straight! I will return alone! T insist!”

Poor Lork only begged, and offered love for
love, sympathy for sympathy, devotion for recog-
nition, but all in vain. Half indignant and half
mortified, Evrona left him, and he wandered to
the same shady nook where the Assistant Surgeon
sat in apparently deep meditation. Let it be noted,
the Assistant Surgeon had not sat long in his quiet
nook before he heard earnest voices, and being
something of a fox, did not disdain eavesdropping.
A man’s curiosity to know what he should not know
is one of the ridiculous facts worth observing. To
intrude upon the sacred privacy of others appears
to be a feather in the cap of the average man; one
who would be bored at the “ Black Crook,” or a
Gaiety Show, will stand on tiptoe by the window
for twenty minutes, with opera glasses, to see his
neighbor’s wife brush her hair.

“Lork,” said the Assistant Surgeon, “I heard
your pleading, and am sorry I cannot congratulate
you on better success; be patient.”

“T must be more than patient, I must be re-
signed; it is hopeless,” sighed Lork. “ She is so
cruel.”

“Not necessarily,” replied the Assistant Sur-
geon. ‘“When a wise woman wishes to suppress
another’s aspirations she does it squarely and un-
mercifully, or she would get the reputation of
being a flirt. Remember, the more beautiful a
woman is, the more her opportunities of meeting
eminent men. This beauty sharpens a woman’s
wits. Respect Evrona for not being easily won,
and strive to gain through strategy that which you
could not win by abasement. I assure you that you
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will get what you want; you are that type of man.
Courage!”

“ Courage I have. My bravery has never been
questioned.”

“Quite right,” replied the Assistant Surgeon.
“You fear not others, but you doubt yourself.
Everybody is brave in some particular.”

“ But,” said Lork, “there are moments when I
feel desperate. I feel the only relief I can get for
this sore, trembling heart of mine is action. I am
full of seething furies. Truly, since that girl does
not love me, I am ripe for any crime. I can un-
derstand murder and cruelty for love of it. I want
revenge on the world. There are moments when
I am wild.”

“ Note that women love conquests, and remem-
ber that Evrona is proud,” continued the Assistant
Surgeon. ‘“She has recently been humiliated.
She is not looking for what she can easily have,
but wants something or somebody that others can-
not have. She would measure her suitors by a stand-
ard higher than that she held for herself. You
approached bended and bowed down; she should
be approached with the assurance of a superior.”

“How can I, an insignificant guardsman of the
ranks, dominate anyone? My ambition is great,
but my ability is small. I have more desire for
power than capacity to obtain it.”

‘“ By your manners, by your ways, by your tastes,
by your assumption. Put yourself on a pinnacle
above your fellows. A strong woman loves to be
weak in the hands of power. Evrona knows that
you are easy, and recognizes that you are not saga-
cious in your methods. Make her respect you.
Try to be charming, respected ; ask no man a favor.
I have seen a woman scorn a man for years, and in
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her trouble go to him to lean upon, and love him
twelvefold. What would old age do if it were not
that the young women love what they can respect? ”

T thank you for your friendship. I thank you
for your advice. But tell me one thing more. How
can I be charming?”

“To be charming,” said the wily Assistant Sur-
geon, ‘‘ study what others want. To consider others
is to flatter their vanity. There is no more stren-
uous, more exciting, or more desperate game than
trying to be charming or have winning ways. Let
me tell you a good scheme. A simple rule is, when
you meet people, first, speak to them of where you
saw them last; second, speak to them of that in
which they were then interested; third, question
them about that in which they are now interested.”

“T am too honest for that,” said Lork. “ To say
those things and not to care seems impertinent and
bad faith. Flattery can never be anything but
cheap abasement.”

“ Super-exaggerated flattery, if not sarcastic, is
flattery still. Make no mistake. People will al-
ways feel pleased that you have remembered inci-
dents about them and their interests. Bad man-
ners make artful scheming almost impossible.
Have no one your superior for charming manners
in this community. Do your duty and await your
opportunity, my good Lork, and you will be distin-
guished. The time will certainly come when Ev-
rona wil/l be your friend.”



CHAPTER X

TEMPLE OF REASON—MARRIAGE—CHILDREN—
ADAM AND SIBIS

Proud can any Government be when it has managed to have one
happy, healthy person where two underfed, unhealthy ones once were.

Speaking of conditions in Christendom, Elbert Hubbard said, “ The
success of an individual is usually damnation for his children.”

“A man falls in love with a dimple or curl.
Then foolishly marries the entire girl.” .
—Boston Transcript.

There is not much advantage in being born unless one feels that
one’s parents have been selected with knowledge.

* * * * *

NOTHING in the life or words of Jesus suggests
that he had a high esteem for family ties. “ Call
no one your father upon the earth, for one is your
Father who is in Heaven.”

Adam and Sibis were sitting in a balcony high
up on the Temple of Reason, the mental clearing-
house of Geyserland, overlooking the parks, fields,
and distant snow-capped mountains.

The good Sibis had been laughing. Humor is
an appreciation of unfitness; only the well-bal-
anced have it. We do not like what we do not
understand. English literature of two hundred
years ago refers to Frenchmen as frog-eating bar-
barians, but to-day an Englishman feels at home in
every hamlet in France.

Adam had been talking about his sisters and
their families. If marriage is the correct solution
of the social problem, we should imagine it was at
its perfection in an old English farm-house like

200 |
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Adam’s home; yet his description of the conditions
there had provoked convulsions of laughter from
Sibis.

“ But you are wrong, my strange friend,” said
Sibis. ‘“ Marriage need not be the most important
event in life. Your mind has not chosen the correct
position from which to view this subject. Notice
how the dexterous laborer catches his burden on
the even poise. That is the way you should let your
judgment get the truth on every subject, and not
be handicapped by uneven balance. From your
conversation I should think balance or equilibrium
must be a greatly neglected study in Christendom.

‘“The only way your marriage can be considered
the correct course is where each gives all and gets
all. That is possible, perhaps, only once in 10,000
times. It may be the custom with turtle doves or
linnets, but humanity presents far more compli-
cated conditions, and if we should do as you sug-
gest and your people practice, we should certainly
wrong the community in some way. Those who
govern should love the tree rather than the fruit.

“Your progenitor is ridiculous, unjust to the
individual. Take your characters, stand them up
like so many dolls for inspection—your progenitor,
head of his family, with a whole woman conse-
crated to him. All the family dependent upon this
haphazard man! Look at him—this accident of
sex—how has he proven his capacity to rule? Is
it just that he should be saluted and respected any
more than other useful characters—these masses
of unmarried women and men? Study your race
in the past; enjoy your race at the present. So live
that your race in the future will benefit by your
having lived. Do not let any one individual domi-
nate your life. I cannot help laughing at the com-
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ical disappointments that must occur as the result
of your marriage system. Allowing that a woman
can love but one man at a time, are we to believe
that she must love but once? Is not every passion
subject to the control of a greater one? Certainly
your women must be poor, spiritless creatures to
permit their careers to be so hampered. How do
your women become acquainted with the men
whom they are to love forever? Islove a craze, or
is it more like a truth, a matter to be contemplated
and experimented with before correctly under-
stood? You speak meritoriously of ignorant, inno-
cent young girls; on the contrary, should not a girl
investigate and know everything there is to know
about men before such a monstrous step as your
marriage is taken? Why should you leave to
your Providence or I to my Destiny that which
knowledge can largely direct? Do your juvenile
vows last? If so, is the woman to be esteemed who
in the fulfilment of her vows continues to cohabit
with a man long after she has ceased to love him?
Is constancy so common with you that the majority
of women can be trusted? Or is constancy a trans-
cendent ideal that only a few are able to attain—
and, as is well known, as one adores that which
one can’t attain, its importance is magnified by the
masses, like any other freak of Nature.

“Men and women need each other, but fortu-
nately constancy is not one of Nature’s laws.

“To appreciate a good thing one must have a
contrast. Why should not the same principle of
contrasts apply to our loves and friendships? The
combination of competition and comparison is the
accepted route towards excellence in all other mat-
ters, why not allow it in our love affairs? Would
not many torpid loves be awakened if their mates
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realized that they might be replaced? In your
country does the love that comes to a man from the
‘sense of duty’ please him? You ask a girl to
marry you and love you forever? What do you
mean? There are different types of love. There
is companionship or sympathetic love, where we
love the one that is like us, the one who sympathlzes
with our tastes and mterests, there is romantzc,
adoring love, conscientious exaggerated estima-
tion of the superiority of another’s personality;
there is unselfish, affectionate love, a love inspired
by strength and confidence in one’s self to protect
and provide—as a fond mother’s love for her in-
fant.

“Do you expect all these loves? Or are you
going to restrict your feelings to one, which to-day
you prefer without knowing that to-morrow it may
be one of the others that has an irresistible attrac-
tion that kindles the uncontrollable flames of your
passion? Or are you going to have a composite of
the three that may please you when thirty years of
age, and probably bore you at fifty? Can you force
yourself to love those who have ceased to attract
you? Will-power may permit you to act the hypo-
crite, but the true sentiments of the lover are be-
yond the control of human volition. Can your
women act love? Can you reason yourself into
affection? Don’t you class affection for another as
an emotional passion that comes an uninvited guest
into your system like the appreciation of a glorious
sunrise? Does it not bore you to be doomed always
to play the role of sweetest friend? Be honest
and love the woman who best embodies those quali-
ties that your time of life and capacities most
desire.”

“ But marriage is natural,” interrupted Adam.
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“You know the animals mate. The tigers mate
for life, the lions for a season.”

“True,” said Sibis; “ but is it the law in your
home to copy the animals? Do any of you try to
sleep standing on one leg, like the cranes; or chew
your food twice, like the cows?”

“ More than half the good things we know we
learned from animals,” said Adam.

“Correct,” said Sibis; “ but one can learn every
method of moral or immoral habit from animals.
The task of our brains is to find out the best thing
to do. Mating for the purpose of breeding should
be a matter for the community to decide, rather
than the individual. Bodily affinity or petty senti-
mentality is a very poor cause for parental mating.
Nature has perpetuated all living things by mating
the male and female. Before and since animal life
appeared on the earth all vegetable life mated. In
order that there should be no failure about it,
Nature has associated health and pleasure with pro-
creation. It is our business to ascertain all the laws
about breeding, and also to study their effect upon
our health and pleasure, giving fair importance to
both the procreative and the amative. We must
not think that Nature is a trivial sport because the
hazards of heredity seem beyond the scope of our
knowledge. As a community advances in culture,
breeding with all its hazardous uncertainties should
be made a science like chemistry, where combina-
tions can be foretold with exactness. Your customs
about the relations of the sexes and the parents to
their children were formed for uncultured times.
Investigation of our civilized days proved to us
that no one was willing to make a complete change
of his own individuality for that of anyone else;
but a vast majority would have preferred having
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other parents, and it was, in a measure, to do away
with these regrets that our system of homoculture
was adopted. Nature’s laws regulating heredity
must be carefully considered, and the training of
a child’s inclinations must begin before it is born.
Those who select our matrons and progenitors do
so with a view of eliminating noxious proclivities
from our race—in the same manner that vermin is
eradicated from our bowers, or wolves from our
sheepfolds. The changing of instinct into fore-
sight marks the progress of mankind. Mating can-
not be satisfactorily settled by any such primitive
method as your independent families and marriage.
The people who made your laws have neglected
to condemn sufficiently the improvidence of bring-
ing into the world infants for whom no provision
is made.*

“ Consider the cause and effect of procreative
love. The cause is the desire to perpetuate the
race, and a natural amative feeling common to all
healthy living beings. The effect means the future
physical and mental condition of the race. This
is so important that it must be controlled by our
councils and its importance recognized by our peo-
ple; any other method would subject us to just
condemnation of cruelty by those who follow us.
What right have weaklings or inferior men and
women to breed? What is the basis of those rights?
Should a proper government permit them? It is
too late after a ship is amongst the rocks to recog-
nize the necessity of a pilot, and too late after a
child is born to cure bad, inherited traits.”

“The system with us,” interrupted Adam, “ may

* It is estimated by a commission of prominent educators headed by
Professor Burlington, that there are 12,000,000 school children in the
United States with physical defects, who do not receive treatment.
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mean cruelty to those who are unfitted for life’s
burdens; but it is the grand, natural way, it is
normal evolution, and it seems wiser to leave the
fate of the race to the Creator, who is competent.
The continuation of a supposedly ideal yet really
unnatural method like yours must in time make all
people alike.”

“Stop a bit,” exclaimed Sibis. “The Creator
gives us unhewn conditions, but counts on us for
the hewing. You do not know the extent of the
hybrid complications, the infinite results of the re-
lation of the sexes that the Council of Doctors are
alway considering. Everyone knows that we can-
not manage society by rigid methods. In our Ex-
perimental Grange the offspring of our irregular
matrons are given the same chance of opportunity
as the other children. This Experimental Grange
is a very important feature of our community, for
here our wise men are constantly on the alert to
add a finer quality to our race. You or anyone else
is liable to be summoned there. Fru, the little
dwarfed poet, and Uglo, the giant guardsman,
were both born there. You should observe and
compare, and you will see that we are larger and
freer than your people, when measured by the
standard of gratitude to the Creator, by the ca-
pacity for enjoying the seven qualities of mortals,
and by the love for humanity.”

“ Letting alone the physical part of the ques-
tion,” said Adam, “let us discuss the intellectual
part. Itis natural that we should belong to some-
thing closer to us than a state. I want my wife’s
sympathy and my children’s sympathy. I want to
go to church on Sunday and have the pastor give
me ideas to think about during the week; I do not
want to go through this life alone. I don’t believe
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in individualism or communism. I believe that
the family, not the individual or the state, should
be the scheme of society. A man by himself, at any
time of life, is very lonely. I love my family.”

‘“ Have patience,” continued Sibis; “be a little
uncertain about the things you are so certain about.
You will find comrades here who will know you
better and will understand you better than any
kinsfolk you have left at home; these are matters
of sympathy, not of blood. Apparently your
method of deciding whether family or individual
is the unit in society must lack order; and let me
inquire if it is necessary for your friendships and
sympathies to be connected with breeding? ”’

“Yes, because it seems so natural to love, with
a view of propagation, the woman who sympa-
thizes with one,” replied Adam. * Personal liberty
as a constitutional right is so strongly imbued in
all of my race that it would not brook interference
by the government in love matters.”

“ But why breed?” queried Sibis. “ Breeding
is the crime against the community and not the
satisfaction of a healthy appetite. As breeding is
the climax of love, so is murder the climax of hate.
Does your government also permit indiscriminate
assassinations? Moreover, healthy animal magnet-
ism may have more to do with the amative feeling
than intellectual sympathy. Admitting that Na-
ture has associated love with breeding, what of it?
There is a pleasure that accompanies every natural
act. Our scientists have never insisted that it was
necessary for the father and mother to feel roman-
tic love toward each other, provided they have a
certain affinity leading to the noble desire for the
best interests of the offspring. Is it not possible to
presume that an enlightened woman who desires
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to fulfil her natural functions as a mother should
prefer to share with other women the progenitive
embrace of a superior man, rather than to sadden
the race by perpetuating the questionable qualities
of the only man that social conditions have elected
for her? So! But did you ever try the experiment
of making a list of the principles that govern you,
and then eliminating such as are antiquated?
Breeding is the crime—all unnecessary restrictions
must mean waste of opportunities.”

“Tt seems so heartless, so stupid, so insipid, just
worrying along for the good of humanity in gen-
eral,” interposed Adam.

“ You will find plenty of excitement,” said Sibis.
“ Life can be made interesting and happy without
descending to egotism. Our Geyserland cannot
compete with your civilization in the aggrandize-
ment of any one individual at the expense of the
balance of the community, but we certainly excel
in general happiness. Strong men are lazy and
selfish, they want a sure thing; they want a binding
marriage; but as the women here have an equal
part with the men in establishing habits and cus-
toms, they have asserted that what a woman really
wants is to live with a man as long as he loves her,
and when he ceases to love her she prefers to be
free from restraint. The greatest charm of our
life is in its animality, but assuming desires that we
do not have is loathsome.”

“ All the poetry of my life is very closely
associated with my family,” interrupted Adam
brusquely.

“ It must be a haphazard kind of poetry,” an-
swered Sibis, “ for one does not have the choosing
of one’s family. I should think selected friends
would be more conducive to poetry than those
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whom you call relations. Besides, all people are
happier in proportion to their sympathies with the
people about them, and not to such only as are like
themselves in some trivial peculiarity, such as race,
occupation, or social position. Let me ask you,
how often does it happen with you that a man finds
sympathy for all his inclinations in one woman?

‘“ Our appreciation of Nature should spread like
the honeysuckle, and not be caged like a pet that
desires to run away. Love is a part of life, for
sympathy is as necessary to the mind as oxygen is
to the body. No idea is potent until it echoes in
another’s mind. Your civilized system of marriage
must be contracting. No woman can follow a man
in all his seven qualities of appreciation, neither
can any man be in unison with any woman with all
her seven qualities. Your happy marriages must
be stories of self-sacrifice—nullifying desires—
stopping at all such actions as are not agreeable to
both. Is that as it should be? Is it necessary?
No! As it is possible for you to swim with one
friend, sing with another, and wrestle with another,
without creating jealousy, why cannot all seek
affinity in the progress and development of life as
free people should?”

Adam, with his positive English assurance and
reverence for things long established, replied:

“T know a young woman who possesses every
quality my heart yearns for. I was journeying to
fetch her, when wrecked in the ice. She is to return
with me to my home in England. My father will
die. I have his name, and I will be the head of
the family, and she will have a son with my name,
who in due time will take my place. You see, with
us it is those before and also those after us. We are
not complete in ourselves, for our family system
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with the ancestors’ good name and blood is prac-
tically everlasting, while here you are born and
die and it is all finished.”

Sibis was now saddened by Adam’s account of
Christendon, and continued:

“Your ancestors’ good name may be everlasting,
but his blood must be getting thin, for in twenty
generations it would be in proportion—one mil-
lion to one. You certainly explain these matters
like a true son of civilization. The relations made
by your marriage must have a lot to do with the in-
heritance of what you call ‘ money, business, and
property.’* Some day your women will refuse to
accept these conditions, and revolt. Now, pray
tell me, good man, why your marriage is necessary?
When you are lonesome, why do you take such
drastic steps and make unbreakable ties? Mar-
riage with you must require great heroism. Men
and women have to risk all for unwarrantable
chances. We tried your system before we entered
into our present one, and I know of no one who
wishes to return to it.”

“ 1 should feel like a fool, loving everyone,” said
Adam, “ and I believe in mastering the masses, not
serving them. I want my wife securely mine to love
alone—mine to take care of, and mine to love for-
ever. There is little affection in all your system.”

“On the contrary, we are all affection. Free
affection is more charming than affection secured
by iron chains and prison bars. It must be the
cause of a great deal of sorrow in your country
when the woman one loves is another man’s wife,
or vice versa. Love your race—it will give a new

* The distrust of one’s relatives has always prevailed, and prevailed
to such an extent among the Asiatic despots, that it was almost an estab-
lished custom to slay all when crowned; for example, eighty-six were
assassinated to relieve the anxiety of King Theban of Burmah.
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charm and value to your life. Our altruistic com-
mune is in direct opposition to your egotistical,
narrow civilization. Please digest this fact, and you
will find life happier here. Love all your fellow-
beings, consider yourself a useful fragment in this
corps of victorious progress. I think you will find
us as full of heart as those you left at home. We
do not think out things in the same way. Our
minds are on totally different paths. With us,
parents have been long considered very meddle-
some parties; they always had exaggerated opin-
ions of the importance of their offspring. You
know that among the wild animals a mother tries
to kill all offspring but her own, and now our state,
with the exception of the mother and the infant,
does not recognize parents in any way officially.

“ Human beings look too much upon their child-
ren as property. It is the mother’s reward to care
for her infant. Our state does not deprive the
mother of the acme and epitome of maternal joy,
the care of the infant; but once weaned, the child
belongs to the community. No animals expect
their young to work and compensate them for being
brought into existence. Young animals cease to
care for their parents as soon as weaned. Our
ancient records are filled with stories of ungrate-
ful children, parricides, rebellious, restless, impa-
tient sons who could not wait for their parent’s
natural death. Family ties consequently became a
curse.* The wild cat is the best of mothers, but
all her maternal love seems to terminate as soon as
her offspring are weaned. Children do not belong
to parents, they are only loaned to them. Children
belong to the world, and the government should

* Moses had to threaten the Jewish children with death if they did
not treat their parents with love. Fifth Commandment.
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arrange that they are properly trained for their
existence. Of course, here it is known, or rumored,
by whom our children are mothered, but babies
are early weaned, and the state loves, cares for, and
protects them. You must have noticed in your
country how often the childless love children, and
you will notice here the honor and the gratitude
the government and people show the noble child-
bearers. The children love the state, which is
greater than parents and older and more lasting
than a family name.

“ Nature has implanted in the infant a disposi-
tion to assume the air of gratefulness toward his
parents who furnish him with the necessities, com-
forts, and pleasures of life, as he is dependent upon
them. But as the child becomes master of himself,
it is natural for this disposition to wear off. Then
there is no tie between them. Nature has given us
just enough brains to sympathize with Nature’s
creations. The All Powerful could have given us
more brains, but did not. They may be develop-
ing, but in my opinion no man or woman has ever
had enough intellect to pledge sincere affection for
the balance of his or her life. Happy is the man
who can learn the immeasurable distance between
his wishes and his powers. There is too much risk
in your marriage contract, you quaint-minded man.
One might hazard one’s life away without know-
ing its value. Marriage is a trivial custom handed
down to you from trivial beginnings,” concluded
Sibis, as she good-naturedly placed her hands on
his shoulders, and with a friendly push bade him,
“ Farewell, come again.”

* * * * *

The mild, marital ties of the latter Roman days
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were condemned by the church. Why? Because
the rigid family system, with home, the unit,
was most acceptable to the early Christian hier-
archy, as it had been to all despotic govern-
ments.

The church assumed control of the new belief,
and instead of accepting the superb freedom that
accompanied Jesus’ simple “ follow me,” its dog-
mas were welded and soldered to every interest in
life.

The church and the despot not only desire that
their subjects should obey, but also insist that all
shall have the same religious ideas. The church
loves to have things “ fixed,” in order to locate all
the physical and mental actions of its members.
The bond between church and state has ever been
a bulwark against original thought and progres-
sive investigation; hence it is a sin to consider any
moral question in opposition to the church.

When a man buys a house, gets a wife, has a
child, enters society, social clubs, or a church, it is
each time another promise to ‘“ be good ” and obey
a government. A man to be good should have a
feeling of disinterested courtesy and sympathy, or,
as the Persian Antigonus of Saco maintained, “ We
must not practice like a hireling for a reward, but
must be virtuous without expectation.”

All positions assigned to women in Christendom
to-day are subordinate, and are vestiges of the hu-
miliating customs of the primitive marriage by
capture or by purchase, with the exception of the
Teutons, who from the most ancient times have
recognized that the child-bearing woman is the
standard of the race; and women, then as now, were
respected accordingly. Casar was much impressed
by this fact, and took female hostages in preference
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to male ones. There was no such word as love
among people of low culture; it was lust and labor.

In all low strata of culture the difference be-
.ween man and woman is purely sensual. In Cen-
tral Africa a woman’s hand or foot is the same as a
man’s. The moment culture begins and man treats
woman with an honest acknowledgment of her lib-
erty and natural predilections, then each and every
organ develops in a true female manner. A normal
woman’s mind is not like a normal man’s mind, any
more than a normal woman’s little finger is like a
normal man’s little finger. Plato and Jesus agreed
that men and women were of equal importance,
but neither of them said that they were the same.
There is man’s work and there is woman’s work.

Which is best—bet