





B
i
i
)

;

{
y
{






















Wi




EMBLEMS
OE
SO RT AR ET Y«
. REPRESENTI1ING,.
IN UPWARDS OF FIFTY CUTS,.
Bobe A VRl

8$E1ZING ALL RANKS AND BEGREES
OF PEOPLE;

Imitated from a Painting in the Cemetery. of the
Dominican Church at Basit, in Switzerland:

With an AresTroPmE to each, tranflated ffom.
the Latii and French.

Intended as-well for the Information of the-

Currous, asthe Inftruction and Entertain-
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Parts of Europe.
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HE Work h-re prefented to the Reader
is a Copy, with a {fmall Variation

noticed hereafter, as tothe Cuts, and a Tran{-
lation, as to the Letter Prefs, of one well

known to the Curious by the Title of Ima-
GINEs MowrTis, or, The Images of Death
which is reported to be in reality indebted
for its Exiftence toan Event that Boccacg
did but feign as the Occafion of writing his
Decameron ; I mean the Calamity of a Plague:

And its Hiftory is as follows.

Pope Evcentus IV, having {ummoned a
Council to meet at the City of Bafle, or, as
it is more ufually called, Bafil, in Switzers
land ; it accordingly met there in the Year
1431, and continued to {it for Seventeen:
Years,Nine Morths, and Twenty- fevenDays,.
or, accordingto Mir. WALPoLE*, but Fiftcen
Years in the whole: and at this Council the
Popehimfelf; and afterhis Deathhis Succeflof

& Adeidstes 8f Painting, 8vos Vol, I, P. 143,

< Aj Ferix.
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Frrix'V.Sicismoxp Emperor of Germany,
ArserT Il. then King of the Romans, and
many other Princes and Perfons of diftin-
guifhed Rank were prefent. During the Sit-
fing of this Council, viz. in the Year 1439,
the City of Bafil was vifited with a Plague,
which raged for fome Time with extreme
Violence, and carried off many of the Nobi-
1ity, and feveral Cardinals and Prelates who
attended that Council, fome of whom were
interred inthe very Cemetery where the Paint-
ing, of which we areabout to {peak, now is;
and, on the Ceflation of the Diftemper, the
furviving Members of the Council, with a
View toperpetuate the Memory of this Event,
and of their providential Deliverance from its
Effets, caufed to be painted on Oil onthe
Walls of the Cemetery, near the Convent of
the Dominicans, a Dance of Death, repre-
fenting all Ranks of Perfons, from the Pope
to the Peafant, as individually feized by
Death ; adding alfo to each Figure eight Lines
in German, four of them containing an Ad-
drefs from Death to them feverally, the other
four +heir Reply. 'The Name of the Painter
employed on this Occafion has notbeen tranf=
mitted down to us with Certainty; but {fome
Perfons have imagined that this Painting was
the Work of Haws Horprin: Whether it
were done by him or ancther, {hall be hereaf-
ter confidered ; but, in the mcan Time,

we



~We fhall here -proceed to relate the fubfas
guent Hiftory of the Painting itfelf.

It is, however, to he obferved, that
Mavtuew MErian, who, in 1649, pub-
lithed in German, at Franckfort, in imalt
Quarto, a Book entitled TopTeN TAaNZ,
or Death's Dance, containing Engravings from
the . above-mentioned Painting *, and from

the Preface to whofe Work, as tranflated into
}* rench, in an Edition pnmed at Batilin 1744,
moft of the foregoing facts are extracted, does
not {peak in poimve Terms as to the pwcx(m
Time whentheoriginal Figures were painted,
but only fays, that they are believed, and with,
great Probability, to be of that time in which
‘hehad placed them ; in further Confirmation of
which he has nouced, that Si1GIsMoND' was

# As it may afford the Reader fome Sat’sfaQion to be in-
formed partxcmanv what Charafters are reprefented in this
Paintinz, we here give a Lift of them fram Mer1an’s En-
gravings mentioncd in the Text : Atthe Be‘,mmnE isa Cut of
OEcorompPaDIUS preaching; next follows one of a Charnel-
Hou‘e, and two Figures of Death piping ; after which, in
diftin& Cuts, are given. the Pope, Emperor, Emprefs, King,
Queen, Cardinal, Bifhop, Duke, Duchefs, County Abbort,
Knight, Lawyer, Magiftrate, Canon, Phyfician, Gentleman,
Lady, crch nty Abbefs, Cripple, Hermit, Young Mau,

Usurer, Maider, Mufician, Herald,  Mayor, Giand Provoft,-

Buffoon, Pcdl.u', Bliad Man, ]ew, Pagan, Female Pagan,
€ook, Peafent, Painter, Painter’s Wife, \

Ag himfelf
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himfelf a Lover and extraordinary Patron of
the Arts, and had always about kim 2 Num-_
ber of Artifts; and that Joun AB Evex, the
Ioventor of Oil Painting, flourifhed in his
Reign; but Mr, WarToN ¥ has related
(though it does not appear on what Autho-
rity not only that HoLpE1w was the Painter,
but that the Subjeét in Queftion was painted
in 1543 ; in which I conceive him misinform-
ed: For MER1AN was, as he himfelf tells
us, a Native of Bafil, and poflibly might
have bad his Account by Tradition; and
had the Painting been of no earlier a Date
than 1§43, it is hardly prebable (confidering
too that it isin Oil) thatit fthould have been
fo much injured by Time as to {tand in Need,
as we find it did, of an almoft total Repair
in1568 : Toall whichI add, that MerR1AN
feems fo well fatisfied of the Truth of his
Account, that he tells us further that the
Figures were drawn from Nature, and are

drefled each in the Habit of the Time ; and

that thofe of the Pope, Emperor, and King,
are refpedtively Portraits of FeLix V.. who
fucceeded EucEN1USI V. S1Gc1smonD Empe-
ror of Germany, and AiperT LI King of
the Romans ; all of whom, as we have be=
fore remarked, were prefent at the Councils

% Hifiory of Poctry, Vol I Po 544 in a Noses
% IVIX.
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Mr. WALPOLE ¥ mentions that this Paint- -
ing was repaired in 1529 ; but in this he
feems to have been mifled (accidentally tak-
ing one Date inftead of another) by a Paffage
in the Preface to MEer1aN’s Book before
cited. MERIAN informs us, that the Paint-
ing in Queftion having been much injured by
Time, Joun Hucu KLAUBER, a Painter,
and Citizen of Bafil, was, in 1568, employed
to repair it 3 and that, finding a Vacancy
on the Wali fufficient for his Purpofe, he
added at the Head of the Painting a Portrait
of Jouannes OEcOLOMPADIUS,in Memory
of the Reformation in 1529, to which his
preaching the Gofpel to 31l Ranks, as he did,
might be {uppofed in fome fimall Degree to
contribute ; and at the End of the Painting,
on another Part of the Wall, he added the
Portraits of himfelf, his Wife, and his
Children :  And this Repair by KLAUBER,
MEerian tells us further, was commemo-
rated in a Latin Tablet, which in his Time
hung near the Painting. Some Time after,
it was again repaired, and fo, without any
further Repair, it continued till MER1IAN’S
Time; but KEYSLER, who vifited itin 1729,
inhis Zravels, Vol, 1. P. 171, Edit.8vo. 1760,
relates, that the original colours were then to-
tally effaced, that only the Outlines of the Fi-

¥ Anccdstet of Painting, 8vas Volils Pu 123,
gures
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gures were left, and that it had been lately
repaired.

The Thourvht of this 'ﬂlegorx@al Repre-
fentation of I eath, though in the prefent
Inftance immediately fuggeﬁed by the Event
above related, was not in itfclf original, but
borrowed in fome Meafure from a Kind of
Mafquerade, which Mr, W AR Ton # oblerves
was anciently celebrated in the Churches
abroad, pqrticularly thofe of France and,
among others, it feems to have been per+
formed in St. Imnocents Church at Paris)
and in which all Ranks and Degrees of
Perfons were perfonated by the Ecclefiaitics
of thofe Churches, who all danced together,
and then difappeared ; and it is certain that
before the Calamity —1bove mentioned haps=
pened at Bafil, and confcquently before this
Painting there was begun, Allufions to a
Dance of Death occurved in the W ritings of
the Authors of the Time, in Referepce, 1o
Doubt, to that Kind of I\Luqueude. it
were needlefs to introduce a Number of
Quotations to fupport this Aflertion ; out
as fome Proof may, perhaps, be expeéted,,
I here infert from Zhe ¥ifion oj PIJR)
PrLowman, written about 1350, the follow-
ing Paflage, with which Mr. W arToN’s

Fift. of Poetry,Vol.1l. P.54,hasfurnithed mes

% Hiflery of Poctry, Vol, 1, P. 210
“ Deathy



[ ]

" € Death came driving after, and all to Duft pafh‘d
¢« Kings and »C.’Efars, Knights and Popes.”

And I further find that, feveral Years prior
to the Breaking out of this Plague at Bafil,
the Idea had even been carried into Execu-
tion 3 for that in 13%4, a Death’s Dance had
been painted at Minden, in Weftphalia *:
But, no fooner had this Painting at Bafil
been finifhed, and become, as it very focn
after did, univerfally celebrated ail over
Europe, but the Dance of Death became a
very favourite Subje&, and was frequently
painted in public Buildings. The earlielt
Inftance which has yet occurred, {fubfequent
to the Painting at Bafil, is one which Mr.
W arToN # mentions at Lubec, in the
Portico of St. Mary’s  Church, painted in
1463, and of which Dr. NugenT, in his
Travelsy Vol.I. P. 102, fpeaking of Lubec,
gives the following Account :

¢ But the moft noted Thing in St. Mary’s
¢ Churchisthe Painting called Deatl’s Dance,
¢ fo much talked of in all Parts of Germany. It
¢ was originally drawn in 1463, but the
¢< Figures were repaired at different Times,
“as in 1588, 1632, and laft of all“n
¢« 1701, Here youfee the Reprefentation
¢ of Death leading an Emperor in his
&¢ imperial Robes, who with his other Hand

¥ Wasron's Hiffo of Poctry, Vol Il Pu 54, Ibid
4 takes
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€ takes hold of fuch anotker Figure, which
¢ leads up a King : and fo alternately a Fi-
¢< oure of Death and 2 human Perfon t hrough
¢c a}l Conditions and Stages of Life. The
¢« Intention of the Artift was to fliew that
¢ Death paysno Regard to Age or Condition,
¢ which is more particularly exprefled in
¢ the Verfes underneath, They were com=
¢ pofed at firftin Plat Deutch, or Low Dutch
¢ but at the Jaft Repair, in 17071, 1t was
¢¢ thought proper to change them for Ger-
¢ man Verfes, which were written by
¢« NATHANIEL ScarLoTT, of Dantzick.”
Of thefe Verfes Dr. NucewnT hasinferted a
Tranflation from the original German, by a
Lady of Dantzick, from which it appears
that the Originals confift of, firft, an Apof-
trophe of Death to all, and then an Addrefs
of Death toone Individual ; then follows his
Reply; after that, Death’s Addrefs to arfother :
next, his Reply ; and fo on. It further : 1ppcars
fnom the Tranflation, that the Characters dc=
lineated in the 1’;1'mt'mg are the followmg :
The Pope, Emperor, Emprefs, Cardinaly
King, Bifhop, General, Abbe, Knight, Car=
thufian, Burgomafter, Prebendary, Noble+
man, Phyfician, Ufurer, Chaplain, Steward,

Church-Warden,  Tradefman, RecluP

Peafant, Young Man, Maiden, Infant,
Dancmg Matfter, and Fencing-Mafter,

L
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Tu Addition to this Inftance we learn, that,
in the Reign of Henry the Sixth, one JENKEN
CAarPEN1 ER caufed to be painted at his Ex-
pence on the Walls of the Cloifter of St. Paul’s
Lathedral, London *, the Dance of MacHA-
BRAY, or Danceof Death 4 ; and it is ‘more

% Formerly called Pardon Church-Yatd, about which, fays
WervEr, Ancient Funeral Monuments, 4to Edition, 1767,
P. 168, ¢ was artificially and richly painted, the Dance of
&¢ Death commonly called the Dance of Paul's ; the Picture
%¢ of Death leading all Eftates.”

The above JENkKEN CARPENTER was Executor to Sir
Ricyarp WHITTINGTON,and hada Licencegranted him
Anno 1430, 8 Hen. VL to eftablifhupon the Charnel-Houfe
of St. Paul’s a Chaplain, to have eight Marks 4 Year,

VW EEVER, ubi [upra.

{ Stow’s Survey of Loadon, Edit. 4t0. 1618, P. 616, An
Eneravingof itisinfertedin Ducpare’s Hifl.of St. Paul's,
Fdir. 1658, P. 290c, and under it are given LypeaTE'S
Verfesy, which he obfe:vesat the End he had tranflated,

¢ Not Word by Word, but following in Subftance.”

The Char &ers, as may be colle€ed from the Titles to the
Verfes, are the Pope, Emperor, Cardinal, King, Patriarch
Conftable, Archbithop, Baron, Princefs, Bifhop, Squire, Ab-
bot, Abbefs, Bailiff, Aftronamer, Burgefs, Canon Secular,
Merchant, Chartreux, Serjeant, Monk, Ufurer, Phyfician,
Amorous Squire, Gentlewoman, Man ef Law, Mr. Joun R k-
x1LL Tregetour, {7. . Jugler. See the Gloflary to Urry’s
€uAaUCcER,Art.Treget|Pa: fon, Juror,Minftrel, Labourer,Fri-
ar, Minor, Child, Young Clerk, Hermit. the King eaten of
Worms,MacaagreE the DoGtor. —Ducpare,P.132,fays
that CarpENTER was a Citizen cf London, and that the
Painting at St. Paul’s was in imitation'to that in the Cloif=
ter adjoining to St. Innocent’s Church-Yard at Paris.

than
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than probable that the celebrated Painting of
the fame Kind in St. Innocent’s Church, in.
Paris, in like Manner owes its Original to
the Painting at Bafil,

Nor are thefe the only Inftances in which.
this Subject has been chofen for the Deco-
ration of Buildings ; for in 1525 it waspaint-
cd at Annaberg; and in 1534, in the Caftle:
or Palace at Drelden ; as it alfo was, though .

when is unknown,at Lelpﬁc and other Places *

The fame Inclination in Favor of this Sub-
Jmt began alfo, very foon after the Painting=
In Q_'mﬂmn was known, to difcover itfelf i
literary Publications, ahid i e Pectis
tions and Ornaments of Books. One
MacaBER, a French or German Poert,
but of what Afra is uncertain, wrote in-
German a Poem on the Subje&t of Death’s
LDance, which, in Confequence of this
Circumitance, is not feldom from him called
Zhe Dance of MACABER e

His

* Warton’s Hiffory of Poetry, Vol. 1L P. 54.

+ Mr.W arToN, nhis Obfervations on SeeNser,firlt Edits .
P.230,in 2 Note, fays, that [\1ACALFR wrotea buul >tion in -
Vu:e of a Prmuhux., pantes 0. the Walls of St. Inndcent’s
Cioifier, zt Par's, cajled the I)L/n ¢ of Death ; fothatin this
Fatlage Mr., WARToN mult be {u p,mleq to underftand Thlt -
Fiacaser’s Verfes were wiitien pofterior ro that Paimin
KEe turtkerinforms us, in the Additions and Correltion swtlm

fecond
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His Vrfes were tranflated into French, and
written round the Cloifter of St. Innocent s,at
Paris,under,as [ conceive,the before-mentioned
Painting ; and from the French Tranflation,
LypsaTe, at the Requeft of the Dean and
Chapter of ft. Paul’s*, made a Verfion,which
was afterwards inferibed on the Walls of their

Church,under thePainting of the fame Subjects

fecond Volume thls Hz/?mvaf Poctry, that the earlieft com-
plete Freach Tranflation of thefz Veiies was printed in 1499,

bot thata lefs perfe&t Edition had bcen before publifhed in®

1486, and that the F ench &h,n*cs in this laftare faid to be
by Micser Maror. A Copy in French of La grande
Danfe de Macasre des Hommes et des Femmes, p:iiteoin
4to. at Troyes, for J- BN <. ARNIER, but witheut a Date, I
have feen ; andfi d from the Veries unde: each Cut, thatthe
Characters are the Pope, Emperor, Cardinal, King, Legate,
Duke, Patriarch, Conftable, Archbithop, Knight, Bi hnp
Squire, Ahbor,n-mﬁ Aftrologer, Burgels, Canon, Merchant
Schoo'-M. 'tcx, Man of Aims, Chartreux, Seijeant, Monk,
Ufuie’, Phylician, Lovery, Acvocate, Minfirel, Curate, La-
bourer, Protor, Gaoler, Pilgiim, Shepherd, C rdelier, Child,
Clerle, Humnr, Adventurer, Fool. The Woumen are the
Queen, Duchefs, Regent's Wife, Knight's Wije, Abtefs,
* Squire’s Wite, Shepherdefs, Cripole, Burgefs's Wife, Widow,
Merchant’sWife, Bailift’s V\ 1tL., Yom g W fe,Da inty dee,
Female Poilofopher,New-marriea Wi t: Woman wish Child
Cld Moaid, Female Cerdelier, C hdmmrn aid, Intelligence-
Woman, Hoflefs,Nurfe, Priorefs, Damfe!, Cou.itry Gi rl,OIJ
Chambermaid, Huckftrels, Strumpet, Nuite for Lying-ia
YWomen, Young Girl, Religiou , So:ceiels, Bigot, Fool.

* \Warton's Hif of Poerry, Vol.1I, P, 53e
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It would be an endlefs Tafk, and offord

but little Entertainment to the Reader, to
reckon up here a long Lift of Books in
“which the Subjeét has been reiterated : We
fhall therefore content ourfelves with men-
tioning that it appeared in the Chronicle of
HArRTMANNUs ScHEDELIUS, printed at
Nuremberg in 1493, Folio®, ufually cailed
the Nuremberg Chronicle ; in the Quotidian
Offices of the Church, printed at Paris, 1515,
in 8vo -+ ; in feveral Horze, Miffals, &c. and
even {o late as in £ Bovk of Chrifiian Prayers,
collected out of the ancient Writers and  bef?
learned of our Time, firft printed in gto. 1569,
and afterwards in the fame Size In 16¢Y;
and that, in Addition to all thele and others
which might be mentioned, the Painting at
Bafil was the Caufc of the Publication of
the IMAGINEs MoRrTis, from which the pre-
fent is eopied and tranflated, and of which
therefore it will be neceflary here to give an
Account ; firft obferving, that the Excellence
of the Cuts in the Original, which are heie
alfo copied with fufficient Fidelity, has inda-
ced an Opinion that they were the Work ot
HoLBEIN, a Fa&t which we mean hereafter
to Inquire into.

Parivrown,in hisTraité hifforique et pratigue
de la Gravureen Bois,8v0.1766, Tom.1.F.160.
#* WaR ToxN's Hiflory of Poetry, Vol. 11, P, g4. T ibil

informs
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informswus, that HoLBE1w¥, having arrived to-
a great Degree of Perfetion in Painting;

was employed by a Magiftrate. of Balil to

paint a Dance of Deathan the Fith-Markes

of that.City, near a Cemetery (by which he

undoubtedly means the Pamting at Bafils.
of which we have fo often had Occafion to.
fpeak); that this Work added much to his

Reputation ; after which he employed his:
Skill in reducing the original Figures intoa.
fmall Size ; and that he afterwards engraved .
them upon Wood, with a Delicacy and.
Beauty not to be equalled. But unfortu-
nately Parrrron herc fpeaks without fuf-
ficient Attention ; for the Painting at Bafi,
as may be learnt from MERIAN’s Engravings
before mentioned, and on the Accuracy of
which [ am affured by aningenious Friend,
who lately examined them with the Origi-
nals, [ may rely, confifts of fingle Figures,.
cach led by a Figure of Death, znd following
cach other in order, {o as to forma long Pro-
ceflion: The fame may be remarked of the.
Painting at St. Paur’s ; and, for aught that
appears to the contrary, of that at Lubec,
and of that at St. lnnocent’s Church at
Paris, and probably of all the others which .
we have noticed above : Whereas the pre-
{fent Cuts confift of feparate Compartments,
each containing Groupes of Figures, fo

that the prefent Work is by no meansmerely
a Reduction in Size of the Painting at Bafil,

B but
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“but is rather to be confidered as founded on
the fame Idea, and fuggefled by the Original,
| than as a Copy from 1t,

The earlieft Edition of the ImMmaAGInNES
MorTrs which I have as vet feen, is one
printed, as appears from the Colophon at the
End,byMeLcurorandGAspART RECHSEL,
infinall 4to. at Lyons, in 1538 : It ‘isin
French, and its Title is as follows : ¢ Les
< Simulachres & Hifloriees faces de la Mort,
¢ quiant elcgamment pourtraiiles, que artifici=
<€ ¢llement imaginees : A Lyons, foulx PEfcu
¢« de Cologne.” But PAPILLON, in Loco fupra
¢it, tells us, that the Cuats to the IMAGINES
MozrTrs muft have been done about the
Year 1530, for that the four firft of them
occur among HerLzeIn’s Cuts to the Old
Teftament, printed in 2539 ; and that it is
apparent from thofe among the Scripture Cuts,
that the Blocks had then’already furnifhed
many Thoufands of Impreffions. That the
four firft Cuts of the ImaGINES Mowr'Tis
sre among the Scripture Cuts of HoLBEIN, is
certainly true ; but 1 think I once faw, in the
Hands of a Friend, a Copy of the vulgate
1 atin Bible, in which thofe Scriprure Cuts
were inferted, and which, if my Memory
does not greatly deceive me, Was printed {o
early as in or abeut 15:8 or 1520,

The {ame Author further relates,that the firft
Edition,which he thinks for the aboveReafons
: thould




f xv: I

fliould be placed in the Year 1530, was printa
ed at Bafil, or Zuric, with a Title to each
Cut, and, as he believes, fome Verfes undet
each, all in the German Language, (but, that
there was an caily Edition mBlemith) 5 ; and
adds, that.the Book, having pafled over into
France, was much 10L1011t after by the Curi-
eus there; {o that a Priater of Lyons was
induced to purchafe the Blocks, and that
from them he printed feveral Bditiore i
Latin, French, and Italian,

Having thus accounted for the Exiftencs
of the Book, and for its Arrival in France, it
-remains to fpeak of the feveral Impreflious
which it there underwent. We have already
imentioned one, the earlieft which we know
of, printed in fmall Quarto, at Lvons, fouls
I Efoun de Cologae, by MELCHIOR and Gas-
PAR I'RECHSEL, in 1538 : The Cutsin this
Edition are forty-three i Number, and no
more ;' and ov Gl each is, in Latin, a Paflage
from enhm the Old or New Teftament or
Apocryphu, wh:ch, in the prefent Publication
15 awen in Englith, from the Tranflation of
the Bible now n uﬂ. Under the Cuts. are
four lines in ¥rench Verfe, the Subftance of
which has been prefervedin all the Editions,
whether they were in Latin, French, or Itali-
an. This Editiony in order to make it of a
tolerable Size (for the Cuts alone would have
been toe few to conflituteaVolume) jsaccoms-

B2 pani red
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panied with feveral Tracts in French, which,
a5 not rcluting to, or connected with, our
prefent Subjedt, we here forbear to enume-
rate 3 but it is necefiary, before we clofe our
Account of this Edition of ¥538; to remark,
that it is preceded by a Dedication in French,
to the very_Reverend Abbefs of the Religious
Convent of St. PETER, of Lyons, Madam
JEBANNE DE TOUSZELE ; and in this De-
dication the Author of it notices, that the
Name and Surname (or, as we term them
the Chriftian and Surname) of the Abbefs
and himfelf are precifely the fame in found,
excepting only the Letter T, from which 1
conjeure (for his Name does not any where
appear)-that his Name was JeAw, or, as it
was anciently written, JEHAN [7. e. JouN]
pE QuszELL, or OZELL, as it is now ufual-,
Py fpelt. T this Dedication is alfo a Paflage,
a2 Tranflation of which will be given hereaftery
from which it appears that the Perfen by
whom the Cuts were defigned, wasthen dead,
Jeaving behind bim feveral others of the fame
Kind, which, though drawn, were unfinifh-
ed, and particularly one reprefenting 2 Wag-
goner crufhed- under his overthrown Wag-
ocn; in which Cut, a Figure of Death is re-
prefented fecretly fucking through a Reed,
ihe Wine out of a Cafk ; and thatto thefe un-
#nifhed Cuts no one had dared to put the
laft Hand,

The
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The next Edition in Point of Time, which L
have feen, I conceive to have beehr the firtk
that appeared in Latin, and it was printed in
Duodecimo, at Lyons, fub feuto Colonzenji
by Jouwand Francis FRELLON, in 1542+
It contains the fame Number of Cuts, (and
no more) as that of 1538, and is entitledy
¢ Imagines de Morte, et Epigrammatae Gallica
¢ idiomate a Georgia Zmylioin Latinum tran/-
ata ;” from whence it appears that it is,
m ['a&, a tranflation of the French Kdition
of 1538. This alfo contains fome additional
Trals, all differing from thole in the Edition
of 1538, but not in the lealt relating to the
prelent Inquiry, and thercfore not here parti-
cularized, though the{y have beea continued
through almoft all the {fubfequent Imprr‘f’ic ns,
and have been given refpectively in Fr: ,rmr,
Latin, and ]Lahm according as the Verles
under the Cuts to the [MAGINES MoRTIs

were in, one or other of thofe Languages.

In 1547, another Edition was pulm{heci
of this U') <, in Erench ;- it was entitled;
¢ Les Images de la Mo t,’ and printed at
Lyons, A PEfeu-de Colog gne, Chex JEHAN
FrRELLON ; the Title- Pwo alfo informs us
that twelve Cuts are added to ity and. on
Examination we find the \t the (,uLs inferted
in Puge 40, and the feven fubflequent Pages
of this W ork, and four Cuts of Boys, which
as not relntmg to this Subje&, are in the
prefent Edition omitted (none of which occur

B3 n
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in either the French Editicn of 1538, or the
Latin one of 1542, the only two prior Edid-
ons that T know of) are to be found in this
of 1547 *.
- "In the fame Year, viz. 1547, but whether
prior or fubfequent to the laft above menti-
oned, cannot he known, another Latin Edi-
tion appeared, printed at Lyens by the {fame
Joun FrRELLON,and eontaining the {ame in-
ereafed Number of Cuts as the French one
of the fame Year, that is to fay, fifty-three
in all ; and the fame JounFreLLON, 1R 1540,
printed an Edition of this Work in Italian
and Latin, the Paffages from Scripture over the
Cuts being in l.atin, snd the Verfes under
the Cuts ju Italian 3 and this alfo contains
e Tame Number of .Cuts with the two laft
mentioned Editions : But Parrsnrow, P. 16g,
remarks that the Blocks,when this Edition of
1549 was printed, had already furnifhed more
than an hundred thoufand Impreflions, for
that in fome piaces they appear to be worn.
In 1562, the fame Joun FrRELLON publifhed
another French Edition,which appears,by the
Printer’s Colophon at the End, to have been
printed at Lyons by SYMPHORIEN BARBIER,
and which profefles in the Title to be aug-

# It cannot be doubted that thefe additional Cuts are
thofe mentioned in the Dedication to the Editicn of 1538, as
being then left unfinithed, for, among themn, isthe Cutaf
the Wag_oier there pasticularly deferibed,

mented’
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mented with feventeen Plates. Papitrows
P. 182, mentions both this Edition and Pe-
culiarity, but denies the Truth of the Afler-
tion, becaufe he tells us, that in this French
Edition he finds but five more Cuts than in
the Italian One of 1559 ; notwithftanding,
which; it is certainly true, as will be prefent-
ly proved. Papirrow admits thot the Editi-
on of 1562 contains five Cuts'more than:that
of 1549, and, if he had gone farther back in:
his Refearch, would have found that that of
1549 (and fo do the Frenchand Latin:f di=
tions of 1547) comprizes twelve more-than
that of 1539, and that thofe twelve were firlt
added to the French and Latin Editions of
1547. The Bdition of 1562 does not affert
that that contains feventeen Cuts more than
any preceding Edition, but, reckoning the
five which it has more than the Tmpretli-
on of 1549, and the twelve which that has.
more than the Edition.of 1538, and which
are alfo-inferted in that of 1562, they make,
together feventesn Cuts more than were in
the Edition 0?1538, and confequently juttify
the Afertion in the Title, that the kdition
of 1562 contalns feventcen additional Cuts,

The Succels which fuch a Number of Editi-
ons feems to imply, induced a Bookfeller of
Cologne to counterfeit the Book; and, inftead
of making ufe of the original Cuts, which in
all Probability he could not procure, he got

bl
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‘Copies, and not very exa& ones, engraven
4rom them for his intended Edition. W hen

‘the firft counterfeited Edition appeared, T am -

not informed ; but am induced to think that
this Perfon, whomI ‘have above defcribed as
a Bookfeller of Cologne, was ARrNoLD
Bircrman, as I find an Edition, printed in
1555, at Cologne, Apud hwredes ARNoLDI
Birckmanni. In this Edition, and alfo in
one printed by the fame Perfons in 1573, the
Cuts are reverfed, the Paffages from Scripture
cver the Cuts, and alfo the Verfes under the
Cuts, are in Latin ; and both thefe Editions
contain the Number of Cuts in the Latin and
Frenchones of 1547, and nomore : Inthe Cut
inferted P. 17, of the prefent Edition, is thefol-
Towing Mark 4 (intended, nodoubt, for that
of the Engraver)and which was that of S1Lv1Us

ANTONIANUS, anArtift of confiderable Merit.

Having thus given the Hiftory of this cele-
Brated Work,we are now to inquire, in the firft
Place, whether the original Painting at Bafil
were, or not, painted by HowLBEIN ; and,
in the fecond, whether the IMaAGInEs MoRr-
T1s were cither defigned or engraven by him.

As to the firft of thefe Queftionsitis to be
obferved, that M gr14 ¥, whom we have above
mentioned,has related that this Picture at Bafil
was painted during the fitting of the Council

before
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before mentioned, which met in 14371, and
{at either fifteen, according to fome, or fome-
thing more than feventeen Years, according
to other Authors; fo thatthe Painting now
under Confideration muft have been done
between the Years 1439, when the Plague
broke out, and 1446, or 1448, when the
Council broke up; now it is certain that
Horpery was not born till 1498 #: nor do
we find that he was ever employed on the
Painting at Bafil, even fo much as to retouch
it. Hucn KravsEr, who repaired it in 1568,
1s recorded, and it is not probable that, if it
ever had been touched upon by HorpEin,
that Fa& fhould, in his own nativs City, have
been pafled over in Silence : On the contra-
1y, it is more likely that an Opportunity
thould have been fought to reveal it +4

From thefe Confiderations it appears pretty
evidently, that HoLsE1rn has no Claimto the
Painting atBafil : We now proceed,therefore,
to the fecond Inquiry, viz. Whether he ei-
ther defigned or engraved the original Cuts
to the [nMMAGINES MoRrTis, and here it may
firlt be neceflary to {iate what Reafons there
may be for fuppofing them his,

Nicoras

*® WavrroLs’s Ancedotes of Painting, Vol. 1. P. 123.
+ Kevsrer,in his Travels before referred to, Violids P,
17 1y(peaking of the Danceof Deark, at Bafil, Gys, it is g2ne~
rally reputed to have been painted by Honns iN, who had
: alls
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Nicoras BorBonNiUs;, a Poet contemporary
with HorpE1w, has addreffed to him an ['pi-
gram,*“DeMorte picta, a Hanfo pificre nobili*s?
trom which it is inferred that he painted a
Dance of Death 3 and SANDRART relates that
in the Year 1627, in a Converfation with Ru-
BENS, at which ne was prefent, the ImaGi-
wEs MorTis was ftiled HoLBEINs, as will
appear from the following Patlage, tracflated
by Mr. WaRrTON fromJoACiH. SANDRART
Academ. Piét. Part 11, Lib.iii Cap.7. P. 2415
¢¢ [ alfo well rememher that inthe Year 1627,
¢ when Paur Rupens came to Utrecht to
« vifit HanDoRsT, being efcorted both com-
¢ ing from and returning to Amfterdam, by
¢« feyeral Artifts; as we were in the Boat,
¢ the Converfation fell upon HoLBEeIN’s
¢ Book of Cuts reprefenting the Dance gf
Death, that RuEENS gavethem the higheft
Encomiums, adyifing me, who was then a
young Man, to fet the higheft Value upon
them ; informing me,at the fame Time, that
he, in his Youth had copied them.,” WAR-
ToN’s Obfervations sn SPENSER, firft Edic. P,

(11
(39
(39
€
(29

alfo drawn and peinted a Death's Dance, and had likewife
painted, zs it were, a.Duplicate of this Piece on another
Houfe, but which “Fime has entirely obliterated. «““How ever,
adds he, ¢“1or feveral Reafons the Deazkh’s Dauce nea the
¢¢ French Church may be prefumed not to be BoLBE] N'S,
¢ bucthe Work of another Artit whofe Nane was Bock.”

#W arTON's Chfervations on SeuNsEr, Vol. H. Py a1y,
in the Nuie ;

e r,
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291, in a Note, where is alfo inferted a
1 ranflation from the fame Work, P, 238, in
the following Words, * But, in the Filh=
Market there” [at Bafil] < may be feen his”
[HoLsEIN’s] ¢ admirable Dance of Peafants,
““ where alfo, in the fame public Manners
¢< is thewn his Dance of Death ; where, by a
- Variety of Figures, 1t is demonftrated that
¢ Death fpares neither Popes, Emperors;
¢¢ Princes, &c. as may be {een in - his  moft
¢ elegant wooden Cuts of the fame Work.”

In Burrara’s feademie desSciences, Tom. Il
P. 412, 1s a Peflage, of which the following
is a ranflition : ¢¢ Neverthelefs, he” THoL-
sein] ¢¢ has not fent any thing into theWorld
¢ that is not painted with the laft Degree
¢ of Perfe&tion. The inhabitants of Bafil
¢¢ have an excellent Witnefs of this in their
¢ Town-Houfle : It is his: Piece of the
¢ Dance of Death, which he has reduced juto
¢ Colours, after having engraven them very
¢ neatly on Wood ; and which appedred {o
¢ excelient to the learned Erasmus, that,
¢ after having publifhed his Praifes, fic invi-
o¢ ted HoLBEIN to draw his Picure, in order
¢ that be might have the Happinefs of be-
¢¢ ing reprefented by fo (kilful a Hand.”

Monf. PaTiIn, in the Catalogue of Hor=
BEIN's Works,prefixed to his Edition of Er As-
MUs's Praife of Folly, in Latin, clofes his Lifk

(s Wil
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with Words to the following effe&t, ¢ He
$¢ alfo engraved feveral Things upon Wood,
<« among which are his Scripture Cuts, and
““ Dance of Death,vulgarlycalled Toden Tans ;
““ from which that Picture is not very diffe-
¢ rent, which was painted from the Life by
¢ the Hand, asfome think,of HorBE1N him-
¢ {elf, and is enclofed by woaden Pallifadoes
 from Strangers in the Cemetery of St.
“ Jomn, at Bafil ;> And Prior takes it for
foacknowledged a Fact that HoLpE1N painted
the well known Dance of Death, that, in his
Ode to the Memory of Colorel GEORGE V1L~
11ERS, he thus alludes to it :

¢ In vain we think that free will’d Man has Pow’r

“ To haften or protrat th’ appointed Bour,

““ Our Term of Life, depends not on cur Deed ;

¢¢ Before our Birth, our Fun'ral was decreed.

“ Nor aw’d by Forefight, nor mifled by Chance, -

¢« Imperious Death direts the Ebon Lance, l

¢ Peoples great HENRY's Tombs, and leads vp f
HoLBEIN’s Dance.” J

By ¢great HExRY’s Tombs,”  HExry
the Seventh’s Chapel in Weltmindter-Abbey
is meant.

To refuteby minute Examinationthe feveral
Errorsin the above Citations,would be an al-
moft endlefsTafk;itisfufhicient here toremark
thatthe Paflage fromBorBeN1Us is (00 general

te
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to afcertain, whether he' means a Dance of
Death, or a {ingleFigure ; the SANDRART OF
RusEens’s Declaration is too far diftant from
the Tine, to be ef any great Weight; as isalfo
PaTin's Affertion, that HorBern afually
engraved the Imacives MorTis: And
furely, if it had been either defigned or en-
graven by him, FRELLON, for whom {o ma-
ny Editiens were printed, would not have
failed to have mentioned it in fome of them,
when we find, that in the Editions of the
Scripture Cuts, which he printed, he has in-
ferted a Latin Poem of fome Length, and
alfo a Greek Epigram, both by BorBovius,
with a Tranflation of this latter into Latin, -
all to prove that the Cuts were the Work of
"Howrseixn. It 1s further to be obferved (as one
Reafon for afcribing thefe Cuts to HorLseN)
that a Cut of the IMmaciNEs MorTis, which
occurs P. 36 of this Edition, but the Mark is
there purpofely omitted, has to it in the ori-
ginal the Letters H L thusenjoined FJ , which
Parirvrown afferts is one of the IMlarks of
HovLBEIv ; and CurisTiaN DE MECHEL,
Engraver to the Ele@or Palatine, feems fo
well convinced of their being really at leaft
defigned byHorBEIN,that he hasinferted the
Dance of Death, as reprefented in Inmacines
Ivior T1s,among the reft of hisWorks, which
hzis publifbing ; but the Number of Cuts
there given, 1s no more than I7orty‘5ix.
It were much to be wifhed that Mecnzr

had
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had informed vs, from what he had copied of
the Dance of Death 5 whether, as he probas
bly did, from*Drawings ; and if fo, where
thofe Drawings were to be found, and on
what further Evidence he had ventured to af-
cribe them to HouBEIN ; for,aswill prefent-
ly appear, there is very great' Reafon, at leaft,
for doubting the Fa&t, notwithftanding that
the four firft Cuts of the ImaGinESs MorTI8
occur among the Cuts tothe Old Teftament,
printed in 1539, and which we are told ex-
prefsly in a Poem, and alfo in an Epigram, of
Borsonius,prefixed totnem,are of the Hand
of Horse1w ; but whether by this we are to
underftand,that he defigned orengraved them,

or both, we are left te {eek. After having thus.

ventured to queftion in general Terms, Hov-
BeiN’s Title to the Merit of this Work, it is
incumbent on me to fhew on what my Doubts
are founded, and this. I am prepared to do; for
in the Dedication to the Edition of the Inma-
GInEs McrTis, in 1538, is a Paflage, of

which I here infert.a faithful Tranflaiion:
“ To rewurn then to our Cats of Death, we
¢ now very juftly regret the Death of him
¢¢ who has here defigned fuch elegant Figures,
¢¢ exceedingas much all thelixamplcs hitherto,
¢¢ as thePaintings 6f APELLEs,or of ZEUX1s,
¢ exceed theModerns. For his forrowful Hit-
¢ tories, with their Defcriptions feverely ver«
¢ fificd, excite fuch Admiration in the Be-
holders

1
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®¢ holders, that they think the Figures of
€< Death appear as if quite alive, and the Liva
¢ ing as if dead. Which makes me think that
¢ Death, fearing that this excellent Painter
¢“ would paint him fo much aliye, that he
% fthould no longer be feared as Death, and
¢¢ that, for this Reafon, he hxmfelfwould e
¢ come immortal ; for this very Caufe haf-
¢ tened {fo much hlS Days, that he could not
« finifh feveral other Cuts already by him
¢¢traced, and among others that of the Wag-
¢¢ goner overthrown and bruifed under his
¢ overturned Waggon; theWheels andHorfes
¢ of which are thereleprefcnted o frightfully,
¢ that as much Horror is occafioned to view
*¢ theirDownfall,asDelight to contemplatethe
b quuorxﬂmefsofoneP igure of Death,who is
¢ fecretly fucking through 2 Reed the Wins
“ from the emptmd Cafk; To which imperfek
¢ Hiftories,as well as to the inimitable Raina
¢ how,no one has dared to put the laft Hand.
This Dedication 1s prefixed to the Edition of
1538, and {peaks oft1r°ULﬁ~ner,(hywh;ch, I
conceive,we muft underftand bothPainter and ~
Engraver,for it fpeaks of theDrawings of the
ummuhtd ones as having been then already
traced or drawn ; and Lo ,they might furels
have been finithed by the Engraver of the for-
mer ones) as then lately dead ; ; now it is well
known that HoLsEi~ did not die till 1654%,
WaLroLx's Mecdotes of Painting, Vol. 1. P, 115. 1
an




and therefore it could not be he : And I
would further obferve, that the Mark F , is
not peculiar to HorLBEIN. STRUTT, 1 his
Brographical Dictionary rf Engravers,Vol.ll.
P. g6, attributes it toone Hans LEDEZRER,
cf whom he gives no Particulars ; and the
Catalogue of Marks and Cyphers of Engravers,
P. 21. Edit. 1730,mentionsone LAMBRECHT
HorrEr, a German, but the Age in which
he lived is not noticed, whe ufed as his
Mark, fometimes a Vafe of Flowers in the
Midft of the Letters L H, and fometimes the
perpendicular Stroke of the L in the fecond
Stroke of the H, which is exatly as it ap-
pears in the Cut before referred to.

I have only to add, that the Cuts in the
prefent Edition, excepting only the firft,
(which, reprefenting in the Original the
Deity in the Habit' of the Pope, to avoid
giving Offence, it was thought proper to
omit, and to fubftitute in its Room one de-
figned for the Purpofe,) are engraven, and
the Verfes under them tranflated from the
Latin Edition of 1547; and that the additi-

onal Cuts, which appeared in the French

Edition of 1562, (with the Omiflion only of
four Boys, as being foreign to this Subjelt)
are here alfo inferted, and the Verfes under
them tranflated {;om the French.

Tue EDITOR..

Nov. 3. 1794.
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- . The CREATION of the WORLD:
- God created Man in bis own Lmage, in the Image

of God created he him ¢ Male and Female created
be them., -

GENESTS 1. 2%%-

e e
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In the Beginning, Heav’n and Earth,
And the refounding Sea,

God, by his Voice omnipotent,
From Nothing caus’d'to be.

The human Race, the Imagetrue
Of his divineft Mind,

Both Male and Female he did form
From lighteft Earih we find.
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Recaufe thou baft hearkened unto the Voice of 5% -
“Wife, and haft eaten of the Tree of which 1 com=
manded thee, faying, Thou fbalt not eat of it. ey

GeNEsts iil. 17,

Againft God’s Will the direful Fruit
Of the forbidden Tree

The Hufband by his foolifa Wife
To tafte induc’d we fee.

A grievous Death they both deferv’d
For this-Offence {o great,

And we, their Children, fubjet are
To the fame Laws of Fatg.
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The Lord God /em; bim forth from the,G arden of Eder:

1o 1t the Ground from whence be was takeus

GENESIS 111,273

Th’ Al nighty Father did expel
Man from his bleffed Seat 3
And to fuflain his Life decreed
By nis own proper Stveat 3
Then, firft, into the empty World,
Pale Death an Entrance gain'd;
And the fame Pow'r o’er mortal Men,
Has ever lince matatain’d,
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The: €. USRES (B,

Cirfed is the Ground for thy Sake 5 in Sorrony fhali »

thou eat of it all the Days of thy Life, &c.

GENESTS “1il. 17.

Curs’d be the Earth for thy Oftence,
And barren be the Ground,

And tullof Toil and Labour great,
Thy anxious Life be found.

I'1ll Death rhy lifelefs Limbs replace

n Earth’s cold parrow Womb,

Then Dulft, which at the firft thou wert;

. Thouquickly fhalt become.

o g e i A.J
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¥aey Woey Weoe to the Inbabitants of the Earthe
' RevELATIONS vill. 13.
Al in whefe Noftrils was the Breath of Lifey of alt
that was inthe dry Land, died.
GENEsIs vil, 22.

TN

Woe, grievous Woe, toall who now
In this vile World abide ;

For Times await you big with Grief,
And every 11l befide.

Though now to you a plenteous Skare
Of Fortune’s Gifts may fall,

Pale Death will be, or foon er late,
A Vifitant to all,
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. The Bl Gl B2
Until the Death of the Hish-Prief that fball be i#
R ' thofe Days.
Josnua xx. 6, :
And let another take his Office. . PsaLm cix. 8.

G

Thou who, elated with Succefs,
Immortal claim’{t to be,

Yrom Men’s Affairs, inlittle Space,
Thylelf remov’d fhalt fee.

Though now the great High-Prieft thou art,
And in Rome’s See doft {it,

Scon fhall thy Office, in thy Place,
A Succeflor admit,

Y —
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The E M P ER OR.

Set thine Houﬁ in Order 5 for z‘/Jb_zf_//Jalt diey and
not lLive.  ISATAH XXXVill, 1.

Shere fhalt ihow die, and there the Chariots of thy
G lory Jball be the Shame of thy Lord’s Houfe,

IsATAH xx11. 18,

Difpofe thy Kingdom’s great Concerns
Intrufted to thy Care,

So that to pafs to other Worlds
Thou quickly may’ [t prepare.

For when the Time fhall come that thou
Shalt quit this mortal Throne,

Thy utmoft Glory then fhall be
A broken Car alonc,
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The " 3K I'N &,
iH: that is To-Day a King, To-Morrow fhall dics

.EcCLESIASTICUS X. 10.
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To him who this Day Sceptres fways,
In coftly Pnde a King

To-morrow’s Light, wnh baleful Speed,
A direful Fate will bring :

For, him who rules o’er Nations rich,
And pow’rful Kingdoms guides,

WWhen Death his Office bids him quit,

No better Fate betides,
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FPich juftify the Wicked for Reward, and take away
" the Righteoufnefs of the Righteous from bim.

"Isa1anm v. 23

Woe, grievous Woe, to you, who now
The impious Man caref(s ;

Exalt the unjuft to Height of Wealth,
The virtuous Man opprefs.

Who feek the World’s fallacious Gifts
To gain without Delay,

And the true path of Righteoufnefs
Defire to take away.
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The EMPRESS.

Fhofe that awalk in Pride he is able te abafes

Dawier iv, 37.
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Ye, alfo, who in glit’ring Pomp
Of hlughty State are plac’d,

A Day fhall fee wherein yourfuves
Ot bitter Death fhall tafte 3

For, as the grafs by Travellers
Is trodden on the Ground,

So Death fhall tread you under Footy
And all your Joys cenfound,

i
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Rife up ye 1 omen that are at Eafes bear my Poice
ye carelefs Daughters 5 give Ear unto my Speechs

Alany Da,s and Years Jhall ye be troubled.
Isatan xxxil. g & 10.
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Hither, ve Ladies of Renown,
And Matrons rich, repair ;

For Death to you now clearly tellsg
A mortal Tribe ye are.

When the glad Years and empty Joys
Otthis vain World are patt, 5t

The Pain ot Death will fure difturb
Your Bodies frail at lafl,
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7 awill Smite the Shepberd, and the Sheep of the
A Flock fhall be feattered abroad,

MatTHEW xxvi. 31. MARK xiv. 24.

The Paftor, void ofall Defence,
My pow’r, fays Death, fhall own ;

By me, his Mitreand his Staff,
Shall to the Ground be thrown.

His Sheep, their Paftor thus remov’d,
By Death’s fell Pow'r, away,
, Shall be difperfed ev’ry one,
| To prowling Wolves a Prey,
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The Erecror, or Prince of the Empire.

The Prince Jball be clothed with Defolation, and the.
Hands of the People of the Land Jball be troubleds

Ezex1EL viie . 274
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Come, mighty Prince, now quick refign
Thy perithable Joys,

Thy fleeting Glory, and the reft
Cf Earth’s delufive Toys.

Lo, 1 alone the Pride of Kings
Am able to reprefs ;

The {plendid Pomps of regal State
My Pow’r fupreme contels,
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Kz fhall diewithout Tnftruction, and in the Greatnefs
of bis Folly ke fhall go aftray.

e

o

ProvorBs v. 23.
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This Inftant, Wretch, thou thait departy
Confign’d to mou'd’ring Duft;

Becaufe thou knew it not, only feign’dit,
The Wifdom of the Juit.

The Abundance of thy Folly great,
Did blindly thee deceive,

And made thee feek the finful Parh,
Which theu could’ft neverleave.
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The A!B*B E:S5 S;
¥herefore I proifed the Dead aubich are already deady

more than the Living «which areyet alive.

ECCLESIASTES 1V, 2.

Better it is to die than live,
I conftantly have taught

Since human Lire with anxious Care,
And various 1lls 1s fraugh-.

Ungrateful Death me now compels
The like fad Path to tread,

With thofe whom in the filent Grave
The Fates fevere have laid.
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The GENTLEMAN.

What Man is be that liveth and [ball not_fee Death 2
Shall be deliver bis Soul  from the Hand of the Grave ?

Psarm Ixxxix. 48

What Man is he, however brave,
Of mightieft Pow’r pofleft,

W ko in this mortal World fiall live,
And Death fhall never tafie ?

What Man is he who Death’s. fell Dart,
Whi h conquess all, can brave 7

Who Lis own Life, by Force ar Skill

3 o J
From Death can bope to fave ?
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Thc Ca AN Qe
Behold, the Hour is at Hand.

MatTHEW xxvi. 45,
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By Crowds attended to the Choir.
b P s
Thou now doft bend thy Way ;
Come on, and, with {uppliant Voice, .
) 5 AP ’
Thy humbleft Homage pay :

For thee, the Fates do loud demand,
And inftant Death does crave
& Day, which no one can retard,
Shall force thee to the Gravg,
D
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I awill cut off the 71/[/ge Sramn the Midft thereof.

Amos 1. 3.

You who falfe Judgment do pronounce,
For filthy Lucre’s Sake,

From Midft of Crowds and Judgment Seat,
I, Death, will quickly take.

To Fate’s juft Laws ye muft fubmit,
Nor ye, alone, conteft

That pow’r which every Son of Man

‘; Has hitherto confeft,
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The ADVOCATE,

A prudent Man forefecth the Eail, and hideth bim-
Jelf s But the Simple pafs on, and are punifbed.

PrROVERBS xxil. 3.
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The crafty Man the Crime perceives,
The Guilty does proteft;

The Caufeof jult but ncedy Men,
He ever does reje.

The Peor and Guiltlefs are opprefs’d
By Juftice’ vain Pretence,

And Gold, than Laws, is found to haye
A greater Influence,
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The CounsrLzorR, of MAGISTRATE.

b fe /iopp,:z‘}) his Ears at the Cry (f the Poor, he
alfo all cry himfelf, but foall not be beard,

PROVER BS XXl 13-

The Kich znd Wealthy reacily
T'o Suiters rich give Ear,

And {corn the poor and needy Man,
His Pray’r refufe to hear :

But when themfelves in the laft Hour,
To God fhall earneft cry,
Their anxious Pray’rs he fhall reject,
:2 And their Requeft deny. ;

#
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The CURATE, vr PREAGCH ER
ioe unto them that call Evil G ood, and G ood Ewil;
that put Darknefs for Light, and Light for Dark-
nefs 3 that put Bitter for Sweet, and Sweet'for
Bittere
Isaran v. 20.
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Woe to you impious Hypocrites,
Who Evil Goodnefs term

And Evil to be truly Good,
With equal Fraud afhirm :

Who Dark for Light, with Falfehood great;
And Light for Dark embrace ;

Bitter for Sweet who fubftitute,
And Sweet for Bitter place,
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I myfelf alfo am a mortal Man, like to alh
Wispom vii, 1.
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The holy Sacrament, behold,
Celeftial Gift, I bear,

The fick Man, at the Hour of Death,
With gertain Hope to cheer.

Ev’n I myfelf am mortal too,
And the fame Laws obey,

And fhall like him, when Timc fhall come,
To Death be made a Prey.



. gl
The FRIAR MENDICANT.

Such as fit in Darkne’s, and in the Shadvw of Dem‘/),‘
being bound in Afflition and Iren,

PsAarm cvii. 10,

Some Men, the World to circumvent
By Fraud and Falfehood try,

By feign’d Religion, Sin to hide
From ev’ry mortal Eye :

Of Picty an ardent love
They outwardly profefs ;

But inwardly they are the Sink
Of all Voluptuoufnefs.

But when the End fhall be at Hand,
They like reward fhall have,

And Death, by Myriads, fhall mow dgwn-
The Wicked to the Grave,
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“The CANONESSE.

Dhereis a Way which feemeth Right unto a Man
but the End thereof are the Ways of Death,

PrROVERBS x1v. 12

:
] i L SR
! i § TR

—ts o

W
e ;é
% ' ' "l‘ q

An Apofirophe to Death.

Why doft thou, pale and envious Death,
A facred Maid sffright ?

Small G ory to thee can arife
From Viét'ries fo flight.

Go hence, let fick or aged Men
Thy fatal Dart employ;

But let this Virgin, innocent,
Lifels Pleafures long enjoy.

Pleafure and Io? her jocund Youth
Should ardently purfue ;

The Pleafures of the Marriage-Bed
To her gay Youth are due
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The OLD WOM AN,
Deathis better than abitter Lifeor continual Sickue/s.

EccLESPASTICUS" XXX . 170
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Long has my Life moft irkfome been,
Opprefs’d with Care and Pain ;

No anxious With my Bofom fires
Here longer to remain.

My certain Judgment does pronounce,
Better to die than live;

For Death to Minds worn out with Care
Glad Peace and Reft will give,
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The, B B VS TICIHA N.

Phyfician, beal thyfelf.

; LuxE iv. 23.
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Difeafes well thou underftand’ft,
And cures cantt well apply,

Which to the Sick, in Time of Need,.
Will welcome Health fupply.

.~ But while, O dull and ftupid Wretch,,
Thou others Fates doft ftay,

Thou’rt ignorant what fell Difeafe
Shall hurry thee away.

i
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The ASTROLOGER.
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Knoaweft thou it, becanfe tbox wafl then born 2
canfe the Number of thy Days is great 2

JoB xxxvill. 21,

Thou, by contemplating a Sphere
Which Heav'ns bright Face does fhow

Events which fhall to others chance,
Pretendeft to foreknow.

Tell me, if thou of Fartes to come
A [kilful Prophet art,

When to the Tomb the Hand of Death
Shall urge thee to depart ?

Behold the Sphere, which to thy View
My Right-Hand now does hold,

By rhat the Fate which thou fhalt find
May better be furetold,




The ' MISER.
Thou Fool, this Night thy Soul [ball be required of
thee : Then whofe fhallthofe things be which thou

f « baft provided ?
§ LUkE xii. 20.

This Night thall Death, with Iron Hand,
Thee, griping Wretch, {fubdue ;

Andin the narrow Grave entomb’d,
To-Morrow thee fhall view.

Therefore, when thou, of Life depriv'd,
Shalt far from bence be gone,

What Succeffor thall thy vaft Heaps
Of endlefs Riches own ?
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The MERCHANT.

" The getting of Treafures by a lying Tongues is a
Vanity toffed to and fio of them that jeek Deatb,

ProverBs xxi. O,

A foolifh Part he fure purfues,
Who Wealth by Fraud and Lies
T’ accumulate, and num’rous Goods

To gain unjultly tries.
For Death entangled in the Snate,
To feize him fhall not fail ;
And thefe his Actions moft unjuft
Shall caule him to bewails
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The SHIPWRECK.

But they that will be rich, fall into Temptation, and
a Suare, and into many foolifb and burtful Lufts
awhich diown Men in Deftraction and Perditions

1 TIMOTHY Vi. Qs

That worldly G
And Wealth immenfe obtain,

Their Breafts Men hourly will expofe,
Temptations to fuftain.

But Men whom Dangers thus furround,

Fortune compels to bend

! Their Footiteps to thofe beaten Paths

' Whichto Deftruttion tend.
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The KNIGHT, or SO DT 'E R

Zn o Moment fhall they die, and the People pall be
troubled at Midnight, and pafs a way :  And the
Mighty fhali be taken away wathout Mand,

JoB xxzxiv. 20.

Againft rhe Man who Wars exc Eess
#nd does mild Peace defpife,

{Peace, that 10 ail gieat Bleflings brings)
The Pecp'e thall arife -

To Cour:ge only thy fh ]l truft,
This Tyrant fizrce to rame 3

And all he fhail, but by a Stroke
No bumin Hand fhall aim.

For h'm who, to oppref. M mkizd,
Shall mighty Arms employ,

Refift'efs Death fthall fuddenly
By an iil Fate deflroy.
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For when he dieth, be fball carry nothing away : His:

Glory fhall not defcend after bin.

Psanm xlix. 17.

None of thofe Honours which the Great
And Mighty now attend,

When Death fhall caft them from their Seat; .
Shall to the Grave delcend.

No Enfigns of a glorious Race,
They thither thall:convey,

Nor Titles high ; for in the Grave
'Lhey noughtbut Duit {hall be.
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The OLD M AN.
My Breath is' corrupt, my Days are extin, b
G raves are ready for me.
Jor xvii. 1.+
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Exhaufted Strength my feeble Netves
No longer now does brace,

And, like a River’s rapid Stream,
My Life flows out apace.’
The Time, which no one can recall
How fwift a Flight ‘has ta'en !
And nothing but the filent Tomb
For me does now remain.

Tir'd of the Ills of a Long Life,
,And fick of all its Cores,

For fpeedy Death I now addrefs
To Heav'n my ensious Pray’rs,

H



The ;. COUNTES8S

ey fperd their Days in Wealth, and in a Mosert
; go down ta the Graves

Jor =xxi. 13.
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In num’srous Joys their rapid Life
The thoughtlefs Virgins wate,

And ev'ry Kind of Pleafure feck
With Eagernefs to tafte.

From Cares and Sorrow they are free,
No Thought their Minds to tire,

A vacant Lile, full fraught with Blifsy
They earnefily defire.

But in the Grave they fhall be laid,
By Death's all-piercing Darty

Where he their Pleafures exquifite
Shaliinto Crief converty
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The NEW-MARRIED TOUPLE

$he Lord do fo to me, and more alfo, if cugh: at
Death part thee and me.

Ruru 1. 17.
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This is true Love, and this alene,
Which Two in One conjoins,
And in Attection’s firengelt Bands
And mutuat l"l‘icndﬂ;ip binds.
‘This Unton hall, alas! endure
By much toofhorta "'1me;
Cure [leath fevere can two divide
Whom Bandy of Wedlag jomn,
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: The DU T C HE §S.

Fhon fhalt not come doven off that Bed on awhich thom.
art gone upy but yhalt furely die.

2 Kines 1. 16;
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From the {oft Bed, O youthful Maid,
Whereon thy Limbs now lie,
Permiffion ever to arife,
The cruel Fates deny :

Tor firft hall Death thy lifelefs Limbs
Subdue without Remorfe,
And bis feil Scythe fhall to the Grave

~

Coulfign thy breathiefs Corfe.

RO -
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Come unto me all ye that labour, and are beaw, ‘laien,
X : and I wHl give yon Reft.

MaTrnsw xi. 28.

oot 2 Sl

Hither advance, ye weary Throng, 3
And quick my Steps attend, g
Who under loads of fo great Weight,
With weary Shoulders bend.
Traffic and Gaia your anxious Though s
Did loag enough poff:fs,
Your Breaft the Cares whigh thele proguce
No longer fhall diftrefs, '
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The .,P E AS A N T/
In the Sweat of thy Face [balt thou cat Breads :

X,

GEenNEsIs 1il. 19.

Bread for thyfelf, by Labour great,
Thou fhalt thyfelf obtain ;

And from the Ground, without great Toil,
No Suftenance fhalt gain.

After leng Ufe of Things below,
And num’rous Labours patft,

Pale Death to all thy Cares and Toils
Shall put an End a5 laft
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Man that 15 born of @ Woman, is of few Days, and
full of Troable. He cometh Jovth like a Flower,
and iscut down : He flecth alfo as a Shadow, und

continueth not.
Jos xiv.
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Man, who conceived in the dark Wemb,
Into the World is brought,

Isborn to Times with Mifery,
And various Evil fraught.

And asthe Flow’r foon fades and dies,
However fair 1t be,

Se finks.he alfo to the Grave,
Axnd [ike a Shade does flees
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The' SW18S SOLDIER.
When a flrong Man armed keepeth his Palace, his ‘Goads
are in Peace. But awhen a flronger than he fhall come

4 #pon kim, and overcome him, he taketh from him all his
Armour wherein he trufied, and divideth his Spoils.

S AR

Luke o 21} 22,

Undaunted and fecure in Arms,
While Strength and Life remain,
The brave his Manfions, and his Wealth
In Safety fhall maintain.

But Death with greater Force fhall wage
Againft him War ere long,
And, forthe Grave, fhall caufe him quit .

A1s Poft, no longer ftrong.
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The GAMESTER. 4

For awbat is @ Man profited, if be Jball gain the awhole
World, and lofe bis own Soul 2

MATTHEW Xvi. 20,

Could Wealth immenfe infure,
Or Man the World by Dice could gain,
What Good would it procure?

His Soul this Piad&ice will deftroy,
Entangled in its Snare,

& Lofs which no Art, Fraud, or Chance,
Is able to repair.
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The DRUNKARDS.
And be not drunk with Winey wherein is Excefry

Epnustans v, 18.
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With Wine’s Excefs your Souls to drench,
Ye mortal Throng, forbear ;

For Luxury of every Kind,
And raging Luft is there.

Left Death affail you unprepar’d,
Opprefs’d w th Slecp and Wine,

And, in a Vomit foul, your Souls.
Compel you to refign.
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The F O O L.

Ke go{ftb after ber as a7 Ox goeth to the Slanghter,
or as a Fool to the Correltion of the Siocks.

ProvVERBS VviL, 22,

No Life fo fweet as to be mad,
And no one Thing to know ;

But this is far remov’d from befk
As Mad-men’s Actions fhew.

Secute of Fate the witlefs Fool
Like fportive Lambkins treads,

And knows not that his ev’ry Step
Te Death’s tid Portals leads.
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The T"H'1 "B K,
O Lord, I am oppreffed, undertake for mes

Isazap xxxviils 140

AN 27
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Men to deftroy with"fell Tntent,
The Thief by Wight does rife;

But now to fpoil an aged Dame
Of a full Bafket tries,

I fuffer Wrong, fhe cries, and Ged
Sends Death to her Relief,

Who, by the Hangman’s certain Gripe,
Strangles the greedy Thief,
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The Biled NeDy M- A N, 1
If the Blind lead the Blind, both jball fall into she
Ditch.

MATTHEW XV, 14,

The blind Man to a Guide as blind
Himf{elf does here commat , :
Both wanting Sight, they here defcend

Into the fatal Pit.

For, while the Man does vainly hope
Succefs his Steps attends,

Into the Darknefs of the Grave
He fuddenly defcends.
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The € H A'R'1 OT9E B R,
And be funk down in his Chariob.

2 KinGgs 1x. 24.

The Charioteer, by tidries fieice,
Is rapid wkirl’d along;
The Reins they fcorn, while Fear of Death

Contends with Reafon {ticng.

T he rapid Wheel at length torn off;
The Axle overthrows;

While, from the Cafks, the precious Wine
In copious Terients flows.
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“The BE G G A R.

© wretched Man that I am, who foall deliver me

' fram the Body of this Death ?
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He that from hence to be releas’d,
With Chrift to live, defires,
Defpifes Death, and to the Stars
InWords like thefeafpires:
Who from this mortal Body will
Me wretched Man releafe;
And {natch me Wretch ! from this vile World,
To Realms of pureft Peace?
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What taketh away the Life ? Ewen Death,
¥ BecLESfAST res” x2x1. 278, '
Rememéar that Death will not be long in comings
EccrestasTicus xiv. 12.
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The Tyrant Death, O Hulband fond,

The worft of all its Foes,
Is to our Li‘e and its thert Courfe,

With conftant Steps purfaes.
Refleét then in thy Prime of Life

{ Life’s tranf uory Day)
That to thy End it thee conduéts

By gradgal Decay.

* The Original of this Paffage has no correfponding

Words in the Tranflation of the Bible now in Ufe, and the
abuveis therefore inferted from the former Tranflation,
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The W IFE.

Of ihe Woman came the Beginuing of Sing and
through ber we all die.

EccLes1AsTICUS XXV, 4o

From Eve, the Mother of Mankind,
Our Parent Adam’s Wife, :
Sprang Sin, and thence fel Death atofe,
The Enemy of Life.

Iet not, howe’er, thy tender Mind
Ta Grief a Viétim fall,

If Death thould thee to quit this World,
Like other Mortals, call,
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The L ASTI JUDWGIME NT,
We Jball all ffand before the Judgment-Seat of Chrifts

OMANS X1V, 0.
Watch thereforey for ye know not what Hour your
: Lord dath come,
MATTHEW Xxiv. 42,

By God’s exprefs Command,

Each Man. before the Ju’gment-Seat
Of the juft Judge fhall ftand.

Let us be therefore vigilant,
Left, when that Time fhall come,

God, for our Aétions, fhould pronounee
A juft but angry Doom.

And fince when that Hour fhall arrive,
No Mortal can declare ;

Tor its Approach the pious Man,

¥ill watch and well preparey
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Whatfocver thou takeftin Hand, remember the End,
and thou [balt never co amifs.

EccLestasticus vii. 3.
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Spotlefs to live if thou defir'ft,
And free from ev'ry Vicey
Let this Memorial conftantly
Be plac’d before thine Eyes.
For it will often thee remind,
That Death will foon arrive,
And frequent Thought to all thy Adls
will a due Caution give. :
Vouchfafe, O Chrift, with Heart fincerey
That we thy Paths may tread, :
And that toall the heav’nly Path
May thus be cpea madgy
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As by ane Man Sin entered into the World,
and Death by Sin 5 and fo Death paffed
upon all Men, fof that all bave finned.

Romaxns v. 12;
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