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P R E FA C E. 

T HE vVork h ~re prefented to the Reader' 
is a Copy, with a, fmall Variatiori-

1\()ticeJ hereafter, as to the Cuts, and a Tranf­
htion, as to the Letter Prefs, of one well 
knovvn to the Curious by the Title of IM A­

GT N Es Mo~Tis, or, 'The Images of Death; 
which is reported to be in redlity indebtecl 
for its Ex ;fl:ence to an Event th:n BoccA~~ 
did but feign as. the Occafion of wriring: his 
Di'camcron ; I mean the Calamity of a Pbgue:. 
An<l its Hifiory is ;is follows. 

Pope EucENIUs IV. having fommoneJ a 
Council to meet at the City of l:bi1e, or, as, 
it is more u!"ua lly c;:tllecl, Bafil, in Switzer .... 
hncl ; it accord, ngl y met there in the Year 
J 43 r, ::incl continued to fit for Seventee11· 
Years, Nine Monhs, and Twenty · feven D.1 y,, 
or, accor<lingto Mr.W ALPOLE ·r., but .Fifu'en 
Ye:-irs in the whole; and at this Council the 
1-'one himfelf, anJ after his De;.ith his S ucceffu i .. 
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TELix·v. SIGISMOND ErnperorofGerm:my, 

-ALBERT r I. then King of the Romans, and 

many other Princes and Perfons of <lifiin­

guiPned Rank were prefent. During the Sit­

_.ting of this Council, vi7,. in the Year I 439, 

the City of Bafil was vifited with a Pbgue, 

which raged for fome Time vVith extreme 

Violence, and carried off many of the Nobi­

"lity, 2nd feveral Cardinals and Prelates who 

attended that Council, fome of wh0m were 

jnterred in the very Cemetery where the Paint­

ing, of which we are about to fpeak, now is; 

~m<l, on the Ceifation of the Difiemper, the 

-furviving Members of the Council, with a 

View to perpetuate the Memory of this Event, 

and of their providential Deliverance from irs 

Eff~as, caufed to be painted on Oil on the 

W ;ills of the Cemetery, near the Convent of 

the Dominicans, a DaJlce of D eath, repre­

fen ting all Ranks of Perfons, from the Pope 

to the Peafant, as individually fei7,ed by 

Death; adding alfo to each Figure eight Lines 

in German, four of them containing an Ad~ 

chefs from Death to them feverally, the other 

four ... heir Reply. The Name of the Painttr 

employed on this Occaf10n has not been tranf­

rnitted down to us with Certainty; but fame 

Perfons have imagined that this Painting was 

the Work of HANS HoLBEIN: vVhether it 

were done by him or another, fhall be hereaf. 

ter confidered; but, in the mean T1me, 
we. 



· \'fe {hall here ·proccrcl to relate ·the fobf~ 
q uent Hifrory of the P:1inting itCelf. 

] t j s, lwwever, to be ol1rened, that 
l'v'i ATTHEW .1\!1ERIAN, w-ho~ in 1649, pub­
lifh ecl in GeriT1;1n, Jt F'ranckfort, in frn ;,1ll 
Q u:1 rto, :1 Book -ent',tled To1~T'EN T ANZ·~ 

or D eath's DanCl' , con t;\ining Engravi11gs from 
th e · above-mentioned Painting;\ a11J from 
the Preface to wliofe \Vork, as tranGated into 
French, in ::m E<lition printed :tt Bafil in I 744, 
rnofi of rhe foregoing fall:s are extracted, does 
11ot fpeak in pofitive Terms :is to the precife 
Time v\i hen the origi n~l Figures were p;i i11ted 1 

but on! y foys, that they ::ire believed, and with 
.great Probability, to he of that time in which 
·he h:.1<l pbced them; in for t her Confirm ::i tio.n of 
which he ha:; notice<l, that S1GI SJ\10 Nr/ was 

,,, As it mav afford the R eader fome S.1t:f f.:tt: 0A to be in­
form eJ p-;i rticL~larly what C haratters aie rep •efented in this 
1-'.aintin~, we here give a Liit of chem frqm MER 1 A N's En­
grav ings mt>ntionc:l in tr,e Text: At the B51linning i3a Cut of 
0 E ,o L OM r AD 1 us pread1 in g; ncx:t fo ll ows one of a Ch a, ne!­
H nu re, and two Fi gures of Dt::ati1 piping ; after which, in. 
di(tinll: Cu1:s, are given the P(1pe, Emperor, Emp1efs. Ki ng, 
G..i::een , Cardina l, Bifhop, Duke, Dulhefs , Cou nt, A bbo<, 
Knight, Lawyer, Magi{hate, Canon, Phytician, Gentlem:1n, 
Lad), Mrrch n,, A bbe(s , Cripp e, Hermit, Young Mau, 
U1u rer, Maider. , Mu!ician, Herald, Nl a:, nr , G1and P,ovofr, . 
B uff,io n, Pcd!Jr, Ill ind Man, Jew, Pagan, Female .Pag an, 
~1Jc.,k1 Peaftnt1 Pa-inter, Painter's Vvife. 

bimfelf 
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bimfe1f a Lover and extraordinary Patron of 
the Arts, and-)ud always ahout 'kim a N um­
ber of Artifl:s; ;:incl that JoHN AB EvcK, the 
Inventor of Oil Painting, flourifoed in bis 
Reign; but Mr. WARTON* has rcbted 
(though it does not appear on what Autho­
rity) not only that HoLBEIN Wc'.S the Painter, 
but that the Subjelt in Queflion was painted 
in I 543; in which J conceive him misinform­
ed: .For MERI AN was, as he himfelf tells 

us, a Native of BaGl, and poffibly might 
'have h :ld his Account by Tradition; and 
had the Painting been of no earlier a Date 

t .han r 543, it is hardly probable ( conG<leri ng 
too that it is in Oil) that it iliould have bee11 
fo much i1~jured hy Time ;is to fi:rn<l in Nee<l, 
as we find it <lid, of an al moil: toral Rep:i:r 
.in1568: 'To all which I add, th:itMERIAN 
feems fo wdl fotisJied of the Truth of his 
Account, that he tells us further th:ir the 
Figures were drawn from Nature, and are 
<lreifed each in the H3.bit of the Time; and 
that thofe of the Pope, Emperor, and Killg, 
'are refpec\:ivel y Portraits of FE L 1 x V. who 
focceeded EuG ENIUS IV. S1G ISMOND Empe­
ror of Germany, and ALBERT ll. King of 
the Romans ; all of whom, as we h3.ve be ... 
fore remarked, were prefent at the Council. 

'l' Ilijior; of Poetr)'1 Vol, II. P. 54. in a Note. 

Mr~ 
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Mr.WAL POLE :f; mentions that this P aint~ · 
ing was rep aired in 1529 ; uut in this he 
feems to ha,e bee n mi:Oed (:'lccidentally L1k­

ing one Date inll:ea<l of ano ther ) by a Paffage 
in the Preface to l'v1 ER I A N's Book before 
cited. MERI AN informs us, that the P~int­
ing in ~1 eft: ion h:-ivit.g been much injured by 
Time, JoHN HucH KLAUBER, a Painter, 
and Citizen of Bafil, was, in 1568, employed 
to repair it ; and that , finding a Vacancy 
on the \Valt fufficie nt for his PurpoCe, he 
added at the Head of the Pain ting a Portrait 
of JO LI ANN ES 0EcOLOMP ADIUs, in Memory 
of the Reformation in 1529, to which his 
preacb ing the Gofpel to Jll Ranke, as he diJ, 
might be fuppofod in fome frnall Degree to 
contribute; and at the End of the P;.iinting, 
on auother Part 0f the Wall, be ad<le<l the 
Portraits of himfelf, his Wife, an<l his 
Children: And this Repair by KLAUBER, 

!vlERIAN tells us further, w:is commemo­
rated in a Latin Tablet, which in his Time 
J1ung near the Painting. Some Time after, 
it was again repaired, and fo, without any 
further Repair, it continued till MERIAN's 

Time; but KE YSLER, who vifited it in 1729, 
in his 7 ra7.,-efs , Vol. I. P. I 7 r, Edit. 8vo. 1760, 
rd ates, that the original colours were then to­
t;illy effaced, that only the Outlines of t he Fi-

~· .Anc,d~!ct of Painti11z, !vo, Vol. J. P, 123 . 

£Ures 
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gures were left, and that it l1.1<l been· htely 
repaired. 

Tlie Thought of this allegori(t:11 Repre­
frntation of Death, though in the p:·efent 
lnfi:ance immediately foggefifd by the EvFnt 
above related, was not in itf, lf or;gi1nl, hut 
borrowed in fome J\11 eafu re from ::i Ki n<l of 
1\1:ifqllerade, wh~ch Mr. \VAR TON:;: oh/erVfS 
w;:is aociently celebnu~d in the Churche's 
abroad, particularly thofe of Fr:rnce 1 ~nd, 
among others, it fcems to have been per­
formed in St. Innocem's Church at P:uis) 
and in which ztll Ranks and Degrees of 
Per fens were peri·on::i.ted by the Ecclefiafocs 
of thofe Chui cbes, who all <l::inced together, 
::md then dif'appea1 eJ; and it is certain that 
before the Calamity above-mentioned h:ip­
per.ed at BaG]J ,mJ confcquently before this 
Painting there was begun, Alluf: .., ns to a 
Dance oj Death occurred in the W ritln gs of 
the Authors of the Time, in Refeler!c c, r:o 
Doubt, to tlut Kin<l of lVblq~er::id f' . lt 
w·ere nee<lle[s to introduce a N um her of 
(biotations to fupport this Affertion; ont 
as forne Proof may, perh:1p, ? he exp ckd, 
I bcre infert from 7 he Vifir;n of PIERS 

PL ow MA N , written ~bout 1 350, t 1w fol low­
ing Paff1ge, w ; th which 1\/Jr. \NA R To N's 

Eijl. of Poetry> V ol.Il. P .54, hasfurni!hed mi:'.: 

'.i: H.iflery of Pocl1J, Vol. I. P. uo, 
f' Death. 
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«> Death came driving after, and all to Dufl: pafi-/d 
" Kings anc; _C:efarr, Knights and Popes." 

And I forther find th:it, feveral Years prior 
to the Breaking out of this Pbgue at Bafil, 
the Idea had even been carried into Execu­
tioFJ. ; foy that in J 384, a D eath's Dance hacl 
been p3.intecl at Minden, in Wefiplulia :f: 
But, no fooner bacl this Painting at Bafil 
been finiilied, and become, :is it very foon 
after di<l, univerfally cel ehratecl ail over 
Europe, but the D ance of D eath became a 
very favourite Subject, and was freq uentJ y 
painted in public Buildings. The earliefi 
lnfhnce which has yet occurred, fubfequent 
to the Painti!'lg at Bafrl, is 011e which Mr. 
WAR TON + mentions at Lubec, in the 
Portico of_ St. Mary's Church, p::1intecl in 
1463, and of which Dr. NuGENT, in his 
Trwuels, Vol. I. P. 102, [peaking of Lubec, 
gives the following i\ccouut ; 

"But the mof1: noted Thing in St. M:iry's 
'"' Church istheP::iintingcalled DeatFs ]Janee, 
<, fo much t r. lked of in all Parts of Ger many. It 
" was or i-g i 11 all y cl raw n i n I 4 6 3, b u t · th e 
'-' Figures were repaired at di:fferen t Times, 
'-' :ts in I 588, 16+2, ancl la11: of aU 'in 
« IiO r. Here you fee the Rcp r~fen t~tioa 
'-' of D eath leading an Emperor in his 
'' imperial Robes, who with his other H:rnJ 

!\Vu·ro:.'sHijJ, of Port,)', Vol,11. P, 54• t Ibid 

·'' t;tkes 
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c, takes 1101d of fuch ~motfler Figure, which 
"leads up a King ~ and fo alternately a Fi­
" gure of Death and a human Perfon through 
" all C on cl ition s an<l Stages of Life. The 
'' lntentwn of the 11rtift was to fl1ew that 
'' Death pJ ys no R ega re] to Age or Condition, 
" which is more particularly expre£fed in.. 
"tl1e Verfes underneznh. T·hty were com­
,, pofecl at fi.rfi in Plat Deutch) or Low Dutch;. 
'' but at the bfi Repair, in 1701, it was 
" thought proper to c:han.gc them for Ger. 
'' m::rn Verfes, which were written by 
"1'ATHANIEL SCHLOTT, of Daotzick." 
Of tbefe Verfes Dr. NUGENT has inferted a 
Tranibtion from the original Germ:rn, by a 
Lady of Dantzick, from which it appe11rs1 

that the Originals confiil of, fidr, an Apof. 
tropbe of Death to all, and then ~m Adrlrefs 
of Death to one In<li vi du al; t hen fol lows his 
R eply; after that, Dea th's Addrers to another; 
next, his Reply; and fo on. lt forther appears 
from the Trnnflation, that the CharaD:ers <lc­
lineated in the Painting are the following: 
The Pope, Emperor, Ernprefs, Cardinal, 
King, Bifhop, Gc:neral, Abbe, Knight, Car­
thuftan, Burgornafier, Prebendary, Noble .. 
man, Phyfician, Ufurer, Chaplain, Steward, 
Church- \V :irden, Tradefman, Reclu r~, 
Peafant, Young Man, Maiden, Infant, 
D ancing Mafier, and Fertcing-Mafier, 
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In Ac.l<l ition to this InfL:mce we !earn, that, 
1n the Reign of Henry the Sixth, one J EN K EN 

·C A R P EN l ER caufed to be painted at his Ex­
pence on the W 3lls of the Cloiiler of St. P aul's 
-Cathedral, L ondon *, the Dance of MA CH A­

·:s RAY , or Dance of D eath t ; and it is mo re 

.. ,, F ormerl y called P a.don Ch urch-Yai·J , about which, fa ys 
\VE EV FR, Ancient Funeral M o1111 mrnts, 4 to Ed ition , 17 67, 
P . 168, "w:is arrifi.cial ly and richly pain ted , the Danct of 
.c< Doth commonly rn lled t he D,rncc cf Pa,11/'s ; the Pill:urc 

"' ut Dea. th leading all Elh tes ." 

The abon J E r,; KE N C ARP P. NT E R was E xecu t or to Sir 
R r c HARD \V HITTING T OK , and h:io a Licence granted him 
Anno 1430, 8 Hen . V I. roellabliiliupon the Charncl-H ou[e 
of Sc. Paul's a Chaplain, to h ave ti!!,ht MJiks a Y ear. 

VIEEVER, ubifupra, 

\· s Tow's Survrv of Lo;u -011 , Edit. 4to . 1618, p . 616 . A n 
f:n ::rJ,·ing of i c is i nfc:rted in Du G "AL E's Hi/l , of St . Paul's, 
Fdir. 16 5!-;, P . 290 , and under 'it a•c gi v.' n LYD G ATE's 

Verfe , , which he ub•c. ves at the End he had tranflated, 

"Not \ V(ird b)' \ Vord, but fol low;ng in S ubllance.'' 

The Char ltcrs, as may be collell:rd from the Title< t o the 
Verfrs, arc tlic Pope , Err,p~ror, C ardinal, King, Patriarc h 
Conll:able, A re '1 bi/lnp, B~r,,n , P ri nccfs, Bi iliop , Squire, Ab­
b:>t , Abbefs, B:iili ff, All:1on0mer, Bnrgefs, C .rnon Secui.H", 
1\Ierchant, CharrreuJC, Scrj eanr , Mo nk , L'f"u1er, Ph)fici,rn, 
Amnr0us Squire, G <! ntlr.woman , Man t>f Ln,·, Mr.JOHN RE ­
K ILL Tregetour, (i.e. Jug1er. Sre tbeClofi:iry to VRRY's 
~HA u c ER, ,'\ 1 t , 'TrcgN1Pa foo,J uror, Mi nfhel, Laboure r, Fri­
ar, Minor, Chi!J , Y ou ng C'J , rk, H ermi t . the Kin.; eaten o f 

\ \' Jr m ~., l\1 A c H 11 B R. £ r th '! D ll:o r. - D u G o A L E , P. 1 3 '.!, f:i ~ s 
t ln LC.o.RPL'TER was a Cit izen c t"London, and that tlie 
P aintin)! at St. Paul's was in imitJtion to that in the Cl oif­
t-er adjoining to Sr. lnnoccm's Chu1ch -YarJ at P.iris , 

th:m 
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th:111 prohable th:1t the celebrated Painting of 
the fame Kin<l in St. Innocent's Church, in 
Paris, in like lVhnner owes its Origin:tl to 
the P:.1inting at Bafil. 

Nor ::ire thefe the only In:ftances in which 
this Subject h:1s heen cho(en for the Deco­
ration of Bu ild ings; for in I 525 it was paint­
ed at Annaherg; and in 1534, in the Cafl lc 
or P .. dace at Dref<len ; as it alfo was, thoug/1 
when is unknown,:it L ei pfic and other Place;) :;: 

The f.1me Inclination in Favor of this Sub­
jt[t be;an al fo, vc -;y f-)O!l :, fter the Pai 11 ti 11g­

i 11 ~1tilio11 w;is kno,Yn, to <l1ko,·er itle' ]f 11t 
l1tcr.iry Pub licni•, ns, ;rnd i11 Lhc D ecur;,­
t io n :rn<l Ornaments of Books. One 
I\l nCA BI:R , a F1ench or German Focr, 
hut of what JEra i, llncertain, wrote in , 
Germ::rn a Poem on t Le Snhje8: of Dl·,ith ·s 
Lance, v.hich, in C0nfequence of this 
Circum!bnce, is not feluom from him called 
7 lc lJcmce of MAcABER ~r• 

His 

,.;. \VAR TO. 's Hiflo,y r,f PoE1 ry, V ol. IL P. 54• 

t Mr. y,~ AR TON,· n his Obfervat ic11s on SP E ·s Y. R ,firrl Edit. 
P . .o 3 o, in 2 . · ote , I.;~. tna t l\1 Ac Au£ R "1 ott! :a Dtf(1 i ," ion in 
Vci;e vf a Pro,clfion, pant';. o tht: vva h of5, . 1, nocent's 
C I..J1fle·, ct Pars, ca:ied the D.in~·c of D£at,~; fo th at in thi s 
r,111aot /\Jr . \'./ AR TCrl mutt tie l P<''-'rc:o to unc!er!l.inu th.I t 
N A' ..... BER's Vt-1fcs 1•.erev •. 1: :1p...itrriorroll .1t Pai ni ,g. 
~c 11:u: .er i;-;;o;;ns us) i1. ,r ._ , c. 'iw,ri. a1 ... Coridt'.o:1s co tLe 

frcoutl 
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His V ;r fes \Vere tranfbted into French, and 
written roun<l the Cloifier of St. Innocent's, ::it 
Paris, un<ler,as I concei ve,the before-mentioned 
Painting; and from the French Tranflation, 
LYD GA T E , at the Reque A: of the Dean and 
Cha11ter off t. P:rnl's *, ma<le a V erfion, which 
w as afterwards infcri be<l on the Walls of their 
Ch urcb,uu<ler the Painting of the fame Subject. · 

f~co nd V ol um e of his Hi/lorvof Poet r y, that the earlieft com­
plete French Tran fhtion ,,(~hef:: Ve, i~s was pri ntrd in I49!h 
hut that a lcfs perfect Ed i~ion had bten before publii'hed in 
qS6, and that theF ench Rh,mcs in lh:1; llfi:arefaidto be 
b) MICHf.L M,\ROT. A Copy in French of La .grnnde 
lJ,11(/e cle l\'I A CA n R £ des H. o 11, ~:cs rt tics Fen. mes, p.i , t<:o i 11 

4to. at Troyes , tor]- H N , ARN IE R , but,,, ith0ut a Date, l 
have fc t n; ,ln -J Ii , ti from the Veri"es ur1:!e · c1ch Cut, th at fre 
Ch:ir;: cta s . re the Pope , Em?erJ r, CarJinal, King, LegJte , 
Duk.c, Patriarch, Cr.nftabk , ArdibiCTnp, Kni ght, B. ,h,, p, 
Sg u·re, .'\bbo r, B.i iliff, Afholo6cr, Burs ei's, c~non , l\1cr•_han c 
Sch oo -M Jfler, l\Ian of A, ms, C hartr e ux, Se1je.rnt, I\'i onk, 
uru,e) Phvl ician, L over, A c voc.Hc, ivi iu!lrcl, Cu . a:e, La­
bouru· , Pni~lor, G,oler, Pd,;1im, ~hep!;ierd, C rdt:lie r, Ch!ld, 
Clt>r k , Hermit, Ad\'enturcr, F ,10\. The \Vvmen ar.: t he 
~c:tn, Duchets, Regent's \'i' ife , Knight' s Wi1 e, A ~Le fs., 
Squire's \'i'i te, Sh ephcr,, efs, C'rip!, lc, Bur;;efs's \Vire, Vvi ,.,o.v,, 
l\lnch:int 's\V,re, B.1iliff'oW,fc, You 1. g \',; re, ')a; n l1• D ame, 
F ~m:lle \JllilJfci phrr,N cw-m :i n <e-1 \\'.fo , \' om an w,ch Ch;ld 
Cid !:\laid , Fr n ,ale C< rL'.clitr, Ch ambn m.1id , In:elf gt nce­
'\Voni:1·1, f-l uH~r. , . i urfe, Prior, t's, 0 Jm(c! , C ou ,try Giri~OJd 
Cha .nb ,-rm ,i.i , f-iu ck!hef\ S : ru m pet, , u,1e for Lying-i i:i 
\\ -u m en, Y uunJ Giil, Rc ;ig:ou , Su. ce.e.s, B igot, fuol. 

It 
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It would be ;m endlefs Tafk, and ::iffora 
but little Entertainment to the Rfa<lcr, to 
reckon up here a long Lift of Books in 

··which the Subject has been reiterated : We 
:Chall therefore content our[elves with men -
tioning that it appeared in the Chron icle of 
HARTMA N NU8 ScHF.DELI US 9 printed :i~ 

Nuremberg in 1493, Folio :\ ufu Jll y c.lil ecl 
the Nuremberg Chronic:l e ; in th e ~10ti di a11 
Offi ces of the Church, printed :i t Pa r is , 15 l 5, 
in Svo -f" ; iu fevf'ral Horce , l'v]i{fa ls, &c. a nd 
even fo late as in A B ook of Chrijlian Pray.-r:, , 
colfellcd ou t of the ancimt l f/ritcrs and bcfl 
learned of our T ime, fir ll: ~rinted in 4to. I 569, 
a nd aft erw ard s in th e fa m e S ize in 16co; 
and that, in Additi o n to all thefe and others 
wh ich might he m enti o ned , t he Painting Jt 
BaG l \Vas the C auic of th e Publica ti on of 
the I MAG I NES Mo RT I S, froin \.Yhich t he pre ­
fon t is eop1e<l and tra11i1ated, sin<l of which 
therefore it will be necdfary here to give an 
Account; firfl:: obfe rvi ng, t hat the Excellence 
of the Cuts in the O riginal, which are he, c 
alfo cop ie<l wi th fufficien t Fidel 1ty, tias incl..: ­
cecl an Opini on that the y were the vVork of 
HoL BE IN , a F aet wh·1ch w e rnean hereafter 
to inqu ire into . 

PA P IL L ON , in h is T ,·aitf hijlori1ue et pr[J(lj:{C 
de la Gravureen B 1Jis,8 vo.1 766/f om .1.P. 166 . 
'~ W..-.R T ON'S Hijlory cf Pcerry, Vcl.11. P . 54 · ·r j i,i,I . 

iDforms 
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informs us, th:it HoLBEIN,.having arrived to• 
a gre:1t Degree of Perfeltion in Painting; 
was emplo}•ed by a Magifirat.e. of Bafil to 
paint a Dance of Death in the Fifh-Marke!l 
of th at. City, ne;:ir a Cemetery (by which he 
undoubtedly means the Painting at Bafilf. 
of which we have fo often had Occafion to . 
f peak ) ; that thi~s Work added much to his 
Rep_utation; after which he employed his , 
Skill in reducing the original Fig_ure s into a . 
fma ll Size ; and that he afterw:ud s engraved , 
them upon \N cod, with a Delicacy and 
Beauty not to be equalled. But unfortu­
nately PAPILLON here fpeaks w ithout fuf..., 
ficient Attention; fo r the Painting

7 
at Bafil, 

:as may Le learnt from i\1ER I AN's .r..ng_ravings 
bcfo, e mentioned, ;rnd on t he Acc uracy of 
which I ~m affureJ hy an ingen.ious Frienel, 
w ho btely examined them with the Origt­
n:.ils, I ma y rely, con lifts of fi11gie Figures, ,, 
e,tch le<l by a Figure of Death, and foi lo wrng 
each other in or<le r, fo as to for m a long Pro . 
ceffion : The fame nny be remarked of tbe . 
Painting ;it St. I) ATJ L's; nnd, for aughl t ha t 
appears to the contrary, of that at Lubec, 
an<l of that at St. lnnocent's Church at 
Paris, anu probab ly o t all the others which 
\Ve have noticed above : W 1ere::1s the pre­
fent Cu ts coni1Jt of fep :uate Comp;-irtrnents, 
each contai n1ng Grou pes of r 1gurts , fo 
that the prefent ,Vork 1s by no me~ltls merely 
a Reduction in Size of the Paint1ng at Bail!, 

B but 
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··.hut is rather te be con:Gc.lerecl as founded on 

the fame Idea, and fuggeile<l by the Original, 

1.ban as a Copy from rt. 

The e::ulie-/1: Edition of the I.:\1AGIKE-S 

MoRTIS which I have ;is vet feen, is one 

·-p rinted, as ;:ippears from the· Colophon at the 

End,by 'D.1£ L CH roR3ndG As PART RECH s EL, 

nn Jrnall 4to. at Lyon s, in 1 538 : It is i11 

-French, and irs Tirle is as fol1ows : " L es 

'" ·Simuiachres & Hj;1(;rttes faces de la lvfort, 

c., autant elcgamment pourLrailles, 111e artifici­

, , e!lement i,r..aginecs : A Lyons, foulz /' J_:,;c,,., 
" de Cologne.': But PAP ILLoN, in Leco Jitpra 
cit, tells us, that the Cuts to the IMAGINES 

1V10Rrr1s mufi have heen <lone about the 

·year 1530, for that the four firft of them 

occur among HoLB E IN's Cuts to the Old 

TefL11nent, ,printed in I 5 39 ; and th at it is 

apparent from thofe c.rnong the Seri pture C uts , 

that the Blocks h a<l th en already turniD1e<l 

,many Thoufand s of J mprdfions. 'That the 

:four :liirfi C uts of the h1AGINES MoR'I!S 

.;. re among the Scripture Cuts of HoLBEr ), is 

cer1:iinly true; but 1 th ink I once faw, in the 

J h11 ,J 5 of a Frienfl, a Copy of t r. e v u I gate 

,Latin hi-bit. in '\"'ihich t l ofc Scrip:urc Cu;s 

v. ere inrerted, an<l whicli, if my l'v1emory 

c.Jccs not great ly deceive me, was printeJ !0 

early ;:is in or ;:ibuut r 5 18 or 1520. 

The fame Author further rebte s~ that the fi rlt 

E<l1tio11, which he t hi nks for the above R cafons 
ihould 
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lhould h~ pbcecl in the Year T 53b, was pti1·1t~ 
et! at Dafi.l, or Zuric, \Yith a Title to e:ich 
Cut, ;:ind, ;is he believes, fome V erfes untl:: t 
e;ich, all in the German Language, (hot, th :, t 
tLc~1 e was an t:a1 l y Eel iti·on in FJerni fh \ ; ;-iml 
adds, that the Book, h:win.g pJITe>d ovtr into 
I'ra11ce, was mtrch fou~ht after by the Curi­
eus there; fo that .t Printer of Lyons w ;1 s 
induced to pu1'Chafe the Blocks, and th;it 
from them be printed fevcral Edition~ in 
Latin, f rench, 2.nd I ta] i;..a. 

Having thus acc01rnte<l for the Exif1:ence 
of the Book. and for its Arrival in France, it 
remains to f peak of the feveral Impreifions 
which it there underwent. \Ve have ;:dread If 
1nentione<l one., the carlieft w b ich we kno\;_,. 
of, printed in fmall Q1arto, ;it Lyons,joulz 
l'Efiu de Colog1ze, by l\-1ELCHIOR and C:rAs­

PAR 1·HECH~EL,in 1538: TbeCLtsinthis 
Edition are forty-three in N umLe1·, :rnd 11t1 

more; and o·,er each is, in L;i.tin, a Pdfage 
f1 om eit hf'r the Old or New TeH ;11r,e11t ot 
Apocrypli.t, ,, hi.-:h, in the prefent Public.1t io11. 
i5 given in E11gli:h, from the Tra:1ihtion of 
the -B,ble no,' ·111 u1e. Under the Cuts are 
four lines in French Vcr1e, the Sub{bnce of 
which has been prefc rv<.' ci in ,1ll the l:_<lii. (;ins, 
whether they were in L~tin, F1encb, or ltal:­
an. Thi-, I clition, in order to make it of a 
tolerable, · ize ( for the Cuts aloi1e would ha Ye 
been t00 frw to conflicutea Volume) j.s;iccom-

B 2. panicJ 
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r::iniet1 witfuJev.eral TnB:s in French, which, 

-is not rel~ting to, or conne&eJ with, onr 

pn:fent SuT1ject, ,Ne here_ forbear to enume­

rate ; but it is necetic1ry, before we do[e our­

A~count of this Edjtion of 1538; to remark, 

t;,:i.t it is._ prec.ed-cd by a De<lication in French, 

to the very Reverend A bbefs of the Religious 

Convent of Sr. PETER, _of Lyons, Madam 

JEHANNE DE T ouszELE; and in this De­

ciic1tion the Author of it notices, th ;1t the 

Name ::i.n<l Surname (or-, as we term them-, 

the Chrifiizirr and Surname) of the Al;bcfs 

;tncl himfelf are precifely. the Lime in found, 

F.X cepting only the Letter T, from vvhich I 

conjecture (for his N:ime does not any where 

;ippear) -that hi;:,- Name w2.s JEA N, or, u:S it 

was :rnciently written, JEHAN [i.e. Jor-n:} 

D F. 0 -u szELL, or OzELL, as. i.t is now ufu;;l-, 

J-y fpelt. Iii this D edication i:S alfo a Paffog.e, 
aTr::rnOatioll of.which wiJI be giYen h ereafter) 

from which it appears that the Perfon b~ 

w bom the Cuts were deGgned, was then dead, 

]e:wi.ng behind him feveral ot]1ers of the fame 

Kind, vv.hi<:h, though drawn, w,ere unfinin1-

ecl, and particularly one. repre[enti-ng a W ::ig ... 

goner crufhed - under his overthrown Wag­

gen; in which Cut, a Figur~ of l)eath is re. 

prefented fecretly. fucking through a R eed , 

the \.Vi nc:- out of a Cafk.; :ind that to the[e un-. 

:nnifhed Cuts no one had dared to. put the 

}afl: Hand. 
The 
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Th~ next Edition in Point of Time, which I 

have feen, I conceive to b::rve beeb the '-{-irft 
that appeared in Latin, an<l it was printed in. 
DuocJecirno, at Lyons,/ub Jcuto Colonienjz-., 
by JoHN and FRANCIS FRELLON, in r542. 
It contains th e fa me Number of Cuts, ( and 
n o mor_e) as th ;it of 15 '.i8, an<l is en ti t1f' d9 

" ]magi nes de Marte, et Epi.grammata e Ga/ii.ca 
"idiomate a Georgia /EmyLio in L ati.num tra4-
" !ata t from whence it appe;i rs t hat it is , 
~n Falt, :1. rra nfh ti on of th e F:ench Ed it ion. 
of 1538. This alfo contains fom e acldit~o n,1l 
Traas, all di ffe ri ng fr om thorc in t he E<li t [Oll 
of I 538, but not in the le:1 ft relat ing to the 
p1elen t Inqu iry, ::md therefor~ not he re p;uti ­
cu la rized, though they Juve been cont inurd 
through almofi al l the fubfo1 uenl lmp rdricn,, 
2nd li::1vc been given refpeet.iv,~ly in F 1ct1{~ir~ 
Latin, :rnd lta!i;:m , accordi ng as t he \ 7 erks 
unde r the Cu ts t o the Ii\r A GI N ES .NloRTVi 
were in one o r other of th o[c L :111gu~1gcs. 

In 1547, ::mother Edit ion was publi!hed 
of this Uook, in French ; i t was enc it led~ 
" L es Images de la /Vlcl"l," :rnJ pr ;11t eJ at 
L y o n ~, A L'lU~-u de Co!o~·1te, Chez JEt-L\N 

FR EL LON ; the Titlc-PJge al!o infu:-rns lH 

th:lt twehe Cu ts =ire :i.Jdetl to it , :incl 011 

Ex:-irnination \Ye fnJ th:\t the Cuts i11 !cr ted 
in P.tge <-o , and the feven fubfequent P::.ges 
o f this \, ' o rk, ~n<l fot1r C uts of Hovs , which. 
i s not relating to th is Subject, ;re in Lhe 
prt'Cent EJition omittea (11onc of which occnr 

!) J Hl 
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in either the French Editicn of r 5 38, or the· 
Latin one of 1542, th~ only two prior Editi­
ons that I know of) are to be founcl in this 

of r547*. 
In tl1e fame Ye;Jr, vi-z,, I 54 7, but whether 

prior or fubfequent to the laft above rnenti-
011ed, cannot he known, another Latin Edi­
tion appe:ued, printed at Lyons by the fame 
Jo H N F R .E LL or-:, and cont a i'n in g the fame i n -
oreafed t'\umber of Cuts as the French one 
of the fame Year, th:1t is to fay, fifty-three 
in ali; :rnd the fame JoHNFRELLON, in !549, 
prince 1 an Edition of this \Vork in Italian 
;ind L:itin,thc Pa{fagcs from Scrip~me over the 
Curs being in Latin, and the Verf6:s ur.Jer 
the Ctlt• jn It:iliau; and this alfo con~:1ins 
rr-1e t~foe N urf,:-1...:,· of C11ts with the two ]aft 

rnt11tione<l Editions: But Pini.LON, P. 169, 
re-rnzirks that the Block.s,when this Edition of 
I 549 \Vas printe<l, bad already furniilied more 
th ;rn an hundred tlvrnfan<l Irnpreffions, tor 
that in fome pi aces they appe:ir to be worn. 

In 1562, the fame JoHN FRELLON publifhed 
another French E<lition;.vhich app~::irs,by the 
l)rinter's CoJophon at the End, to have been 

printed at Lyons by SYMPHORIEN .t5ARIJI£R, 

~rnd wbich profeITes in the Title to be aug-

,:~ It cannot be doubted that thefe nd.iirio11;1} Cu•s are 

thnfc menrioned in rhe Ucdication to th~ EJ1ti1.,n of J 53SJ as 
bei•}? rhen lc:rr unfiq:{hcd, for, am0ng thtm, is the Ct.t 4i 
t. e;: 1.V .ig.,a .. e.- there i:,ai ti-::ubdy !!,fcri bed, 

menteJ 
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mentec1 with feventeen Pla• es. PA PILL01sr.,. 

P. J 82, mentions both this Edition and Pe-· 
culiarity, but denies the Truth of the A:ffer­
tion, becaute he tells us, that in this French 

Edition he finJs but five more Cuts than ill· 
the Italian One of 1559 ; notwithfbndmg . 

which, it is cen::iinly true, as will be prelent­

ly prove<l. PAPILLON a<lrnit3 th;:it the Editi­

on of r562 contains five Cuts mor.e than that 

of r 5-~9, and; if he hatl gone farther back in· 

his Reiearcb, would have found tlnt that c1f 
I 5+9 (ancl fo do the French and L:1tin. !· di­

ti u n .s of 1 5 4 7 ) co :n prizes t we 1 v e rn o 1 e t J 11 n 

that <Jf 15 30, ::irnl I hat thofe twelve were firit 
ac1dc<l to che French ;-inJ Latin Editions of 

I 5 ~-7. Tb_, Edition of 151n does not a fie rt 
th:it that contJins fevcnteen Cuts more than 

any preceding Edition , bnt, reckoning the 

fi\e which it bas more th;in. the Jmpre!Ti­

on of 15+9, :1ml the twelve which that h.1s 
mo re th.111 the Edition of 1538, :1nd whicl1 
arc 3.\(0 infertcd in tha t of 1562, they mak~ 
together levente~n Cuts more tlun were ·111 

the Edition of 153S, antl confequently jui ify 
the Aifortio11 i11 tl1e Title, th:i t the f..clition 

of 1562 contains ie\'C;1t .... en ;:iJdi ti on ;..l Cuts. 

Thv ~uccers \Nhicb foch a N l IP
1)er ofE:lrti -

0!1) ieerns to irnply, int!uceJ a Bookleller of 

Cologne to counterf. .. :it the Dook; aul, infle:id 

of making ule of the origi n:11 Cuts, which m 

all Probc\b:lit y he c0u !J not pr _cmc, he got 

H } Cupi: s 



T xx J 

·:Copies, and not very exaB: ones, engraven 
.from them for his intended Edition. W h'ai 
·the firfl: counterfeited Edition appe::irecl, I ::im 
.not informed ; but am induced to think that 
this Perfon, vvhom I ·have above ddcribe<l ;:is 

.a Book(eller of Cologne, w;:is ARNOLD 
-BIRCK.MAN, as I finJ an Edition; printed in 
1555, at Cologne, Apud hceredes ARNOLDI 

·BI RCKM ANN 1. In this Edition, an<l alfo in 
-oneprinte<l hy the famePerfons in I 573, the 
Cuts are reverfe<l, the Paffages from Scripture 
ever the Cuts, and alfo tl1e Verfes under the 
Cut~~ are in Latin ; and both thefe E<litions 
cont::iin the Number of Cuts in the Latin and 
French ones of I 54 7, ancl no more : l 11 the Cut 
inferted P.17,of theprefent Edition, is thefol-

·low in_g Mark~ (intende<l, no doubt, forthat 
of the Engraver) ::incl which was that ofSrLvrus 

.-.A NT ONI AN us, anArtifl: of confiderable Merit. 

Having thus given the Hifiory of this cele­
hrated Work,w~ are now to inquire, in the firft 
Place, whether the ori gi nal Painting at l:bfil 
wc-re, or not , p.1inteJ by HoLBEIN ; and, 
in tb~ fecollcl, whetherthelMAG I NEs MoR­
TIS \"\'ere either defigne<l or engrayen by him. 

As to the fir:fl of th e:fe QJefiions it is to he 
ob!"erved, thZ!t LVI ER I AN , w horn vYe have above 
rnentionccl,has rebtedthat this PiB-ure at 8;:iiJ.l 
w~s pJin:e<l d~1ring the fating of rhe Council 

before 
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befo_re mentioned, which met in I 4 3 r, ancl 
fat either fifteen, according to fome, or fome­
thing more than feventee11 Years, according 
to other Authors ; fo that the Painting now 
under ConG<leraticn mufi have been done 
between the Years I 4-39, when the Plague 
broke out, an<l r 446, or 1448, when the 
Council broke up ; now it is cert::iin that 
HoLREIN was not born till 1498 ·'k: nor <lo 
we tind that he was ever employed on the 
Painting at Bafil, even [o much as to retouch 
it. HucH KLAUBER,whorepaired it in 1568, 
is recorded, and it is not probable that, if it 
ever had been touche<l upon by HOLBEIN, 
that Fa& fuould, in his own nativ~ City, have 
hcen paued over in ~ilence : On the contra­
ry, it is more likely that an Opportunity 
fhou1d have been fought to reveal it t• 

From thefe ConGderations it appears pretty 
cviJently, tb:lt HoL BE r N has no Claim to the 
Painting at Ba{1l: \i\Te now pro:eed,tf1erefore, 
to the (econd Inquiry, viz. \Vhether he ei­
t11cr clcf:gned or engrave<l the origin al Cuts 
to the hIAG!NES MoRTIS, and here it m:1y 
firfi he neceffary to frat~ \\' bat Re;:ifons there 
m::iy be for fuppofing them his. 

NICOLAS 

';le WALPOt1.'s An,cdtJIES r,f Pai11ti11g, Vol. I. P. 123, 
t KEYSLER 1 in his Travels bcforcn:fe•reito, Vol.I. P, 

I 7 1, fpe ak.ing of the Dance rf Drath, at Rafi!, (ays , it is t,~ne­
ially 1epu:e11 tob ::.v been lrnintco -by HoL.iE1:r, who had 

· a!f~ 
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N rco LAS BoRBo NIU s, a Poet contemporary 
with HoLD EIN, ha s acldre£red to him an Vpi­
grarn,"DeA4orte pic?a, a Hanfo pitl01·e nobil?\? 
from wbicb it is inferred that he painte<l a 
Dance qf D eath ; and SANDRAR T relates tbJt 
i1' the Year 162 7, ma Converf::uion with Ru­
BENs, at 1,;,.;,hich he wz,s prefent, the IrvIAGI­

JNEs MoRTIS w;:is fiiled HotBErN's, as will 
appe:ir from the follo,vi11g Pa1fage, tran:fhted 
by Mr. \VARTONfromJo ACl-I. SANDRAR.T 

Academ. Pill . P.art IL Lib.i ii. Cap.7. P. 24 r, 

"I alfo wel l ren-:emhe r that in the Yea;· 1627, 

'' when PA u L RUB EN"s came to Utrecht to 

"vi fit HAN DORST, being efcorteJ both corn· 

'' ing from and returning to An1t'.terdam, hy 
" feveral Artiils; as we were in the Boat, 

'' the Converfation fell upon B oL BE I N's 

'~ Book cf Cuts reprelenting the Dance of 
"Dc:ath , th:tt R UEENS gavcthem tlie highdt 
"tncorniums, advifing me, who was then :J. 

' ' young Iv1an, to fet the hi ghe!t -r:i lue upon 

'· them ; informing me, at tht: b1ne Time, thac 
" he, in his Youth lnd copied them .' \N A R ­

ToN's 0 /J}:r·vat ions ,w SPENSER, firH: £<lit.I\ 

alfo drawn and p2\nted a D eat h's Dc.n:,, and had likewife 

p:iin:ed, i s it were, a Duplicate of this Piece on another 

Hou(e, '.we which Tim e has entirely ohl'te rated . "H " " eve r," 

.?.dds h~, " 1or fe\'eral Reafc,ns the D,,i:h·s Dal! CC n~a the 

'' French Cti.;rch may be prefum::J not robe H c., Lilr.I.N's , 

'' but the Work of another A rti(l: wh;ife Kame was. Bo<:K," 

'\"\\" A j( TO ' . U,jc. iH,i.'OllHtll SJ' t NH n, y.ol, lL P. 1 i 7, 
• n the L'l ,.,~c. 
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,3 t, in a Note, where is alfo inferted a· 
T,ani1ation from the fame \Vork, P. 238, in 
the following vVords, " But, in the Fi1h-
1Vhrket there" (:it BafilJ c, may be feen his'' 
[ HoLBEI N's] '' admirable Dance of Pea/ants, 
'' where ;llfo, in the fame public Manner, 
'' is n1ewn his Do.nee ef Dea.th; where, by a 
, .. Variety of Figures, it is demonfhate<l that 
" Death fpare3 neither Popes, Emperors, 
" Princes, &c. :is rn[ly be feen in his mofl: 
'' elegant wooden Cuts of the fame \tVork.')c 

Ii. RuLLART's.llcc:dcmied,,sScirnccs, Tom.IL 
P. 412, 1s a Pdfage, of which the foilowiog 
is a fr;rnH 1tion ; " [ 1 everthelefs, he" r HoL­
h EI N] ~, b:1 ~ not fent anv thi1w into the\\ orld 

, 0 

" that is nnt p~intetl with tl1e bfl: Degree 
" of PGrfection. The inhabitants of Bafil 
"h;we an excellent \iVitnefs of this in their 
!' To·.vn.Houle: It is his Piec~ of the 
'' D,w,:c of Dt'ath, ·w hicb he has red uce<l into 
'' Colour::, ;i.fter luving engrav:en them very 
" ne:nly 011 \VooJ; an<l which appe -1 red fo 
'' exceLent to the learnc l ERASMUS, that, 
"afrer lnving puulifhed his Praiies, he inv1-
,, tGd l-ioLBEJN to <lraw his Picture, in order 
" th.tr be might liaYe the Happine!s of be­
" ing reprerented by fo fkilful a Hanel.'' 

Monf. PA 'TIN, in the C:1L1logue of HoL• 
BEIN's \.Vork.s,prefixe<l to his E<liLion of ERAS­

HJ:, s Praifc 1if' Foll;·} in Latin, clofes his Lift 
Wllh 
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With Words to the following effect, " He 
" alfo engraved feveral Things upon \VooJ, 
"among which are his Scrzpture Cuts, and 
'' Dance of Death, vulgarl ycalled Toden Tans; 
" from which that Picture is not very diffe 4 

" rent, Vv h ich was paint<Kl from the Life by 
"the Hand, asfomethink,ofHoLBEIN him­
" felf, and is enclofe<l by wooden Pallifac..loes 
" from Strangers in the Cemetery of St. 
c< JoHN, at Bafil :'' An<l PRIOR takes it for 
fo acknowledged aFaa that HoLBEIN painted 
the well knoyvn Dance of D eath , that, in his 
Ode to the Memory of Color.cl GEoRG E VIL .. 
l IERs, he thus alludes to it: 

" In vain we think th~t free will\\ J\1an h::is Pow'r 
"To haflen or protraet th' appointed Hom. 
'' Our Term of Life, dc:pends not on c,ur Deed i 
" Before our Birth, our Fun'r,I w:is decreed. 
" NCJr aw'd by Fo1 efight, nor mired by Chance, 1 '' Imperious D eath cliref.ls the Elion L nee, l 
'' Pto},lt s great HEN r- y·s Tombs, and leads PJJJ. 

HoLilEI'.ll's D ane ." 

By u great HE~R,·'s Tombs,'' HENP'f 
the Seve 1tl 's Chapel in \\tt:1:.tniui tr-Ab~)ey 
is mc:ant. 

To refute bv minute Ex:imin:1tion the (evcr:1l 
E r ro1 s in the

1 

:ibove Cit:1tions. You I cl Le an al .. 
rr:ofi endlefsT~fk; it is fufficie1;t h<:>r~ to remark 
th:1tll ePa{fa~efromBo B~.·n; i;: wo~tvicr:il 

t 
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to afcert:iin, whether he · means a Dance ef 
Death, or a fingleFigure; the SANDRART or 
RUBENs's Declaration is too far difiant from 
the Tiu1e, to be cf any great Weight; as is ::ilfo 
PATIN's Affertion, tl1at HoLBEIN aclually 
.engraved the IMAGI:-JES MoRTIS: And 
furely, if it hacl been either defigned er en­
graven by him, FRELLON, for whom fo ma• 
ny Editi011s were printed, would not have 
faile<l to have mentioned it in fome of them, 
whell we find, that in the Editions of the 
Scripture Cuts, which he printed, he has in­
ferted a L;:itin Poem ef fome Length, and 
alfo a Greek Epigram, both by BoRBONIUF, 
with a Tran:flation of this l::itter into L:1tin, -
all to prove that the Cuts were the Work of 
HoLBEIN. It is further to be obfervrd (as one 
R e::ifon for afcribing the{e Cuts to HoLBE TN) 

that a Cut of the IMAGINES MoRTis, which 
occurs P. 36 of this Edition, but the l\1ark is 
there purpofely omi tted , ha~ to it in the ori­
ginal the Letters BL tbus enjoined JL which 
PA Pt L LON afferts is one of the lYlarks of 

I OLBEIN; and CHRISTIAN DE l:VlECHEL, 
r.ngra.ver to the Elector Palatine, foems fo 
well convinced of their being really at leafl: 
ddigned hyHoLBE IN,thar he hasinfertecl the 
]Janee of Dlath, as rcprefente<l in IMAGINES 

J •oRTis,a111011g the reH of bi s Works, which 
lie is publifbing; but the Number of Cuts 
there gt\'en, is no more than Forty-Six. 

It were much to be wi.fhed th~t l\1EcJIEL 
had 
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11ad informed us, from what he h;;id copie<l of 
the Danr:e oj Death ; whether, as he proh:1-­

bly clicl, from Drawings ; an<l if fo, '"' here 
thole Drawings were to be found, and on 
wh:it further Evidence he h::i<l ventured to a[­
cribe them to HoLBEIN; for,aswill pref21H­
Jy appear, there is very great Reafon, at leaft, 
for doubting the Fatt, notwithflancl ing that 
the foll r fi rft Cuts Of the IM A G I N Es rv10 R T t 3 

fO'CClH among tbe Cuts to the Old Tdbment, 
prinred in r 539, an<l which we are tol<l ex ­
prtfsly in a Poem, an<l ::ilfo in an Epigrzim) of 
BoREoNrus,prefixed totnem, areoftbe I-hnd 
of HoLBEI}.1; but w11ether by this vvc are to 
umledland,that he defigned orengrnved them, 
or both, we are left t~ {eek. After having tbm; _ 
ventured to queftion in gener;il Terms, f-1oL. 
B.EIN's Title to the l'vlerit of this \Vork, it is 
incumbent on me to fhew on what my Doubts 
;.re founded, and t his l ;-im prepared to do; for 
jn the De-cJication to the Edition of tl1c br A­

G I N ES McRTJS, in 1538, is J P~.ifage, of 

\\ hich I here in[ert a faithfu l T 1 ::1 11iL1i ion: 
" To re\ um then tc, our Cuts of Drnth, we 

"now \'ery juflly regret the D~:1th ·of him 
'"' who bas here <lefrgneJ foch eleg;rnt F,gures, 
"exceedingas much ::ill theExamµlt s hitherto~ 
" as t be Paintings of APEL L:i::.s,or of Z u.rx 1 s:: , 
"exceed thdv1oderns . Fen his forrowful Hi(. 
" tori es, \,\ ith their D11Cc1 i pt10rn: fe,crel y ver .. 
"fificJ) excite foch Admiration in the Be-

.hol<lers 
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(~, holders, th:tt they think the Figures of 
·«" Death ;:ippear :is if quite alive, and the Liv ... 
" 111g as if dead. Which 111:.ikes me think that 
'· Death, fc;:iring that this excellent Painter 
"vvoulcl p:iint him fo nrnch 'alive, that be 
'~ lhoulcl no l0nger be feared as Death, and 
" that, fer this Reafonj he himfelf would be­
" come immortal ; for this very Caufe haf­
,, tened fo much his Days, that he could not 
H fini{h feveral other Cuts ~lre:icly by him 
"traced, and among others thnt of the vVag­
" goner ov~rthrown and brui[ed under his 
'; overturned \V :-iggon; the vVbeels and H orfes 
"of which are therereprefentedfo frightfully~ 
" thrlt as much Horror is occafione<l to view 
"theirDownfaU,asDelight to contemplatethe 
"Liquori01nefsof one Figure of Death, who is 
"fecretly fucking through a Reed the Wine 
,, from Lile emptied Cart(;To which imperfect 
'' Hifl:ories,aj well as to the inin1itable Rain­
" bow,no one has dared to put the ]a{l Hand. 

This Dedication is prefixed to the Edition of 
J 538, and f pe:iks of the D efigner, ( hywhich, I 
conceive, we mnft uncleribnd DotbPainter and ·­
EngraverJor it fpeaks of theDraw ings of the 
unrinii11ed ones ::is having been then alre:1dy 
tracecl or <lrawn ; and if fo,tlrey might furely 
]nve been finifhed by the Engraver of the for­
mer ones) as then late] y dead ; now it is well 
known that HoLB.ElN did not die till 1554-\ 

WALPOU.'s/fuc.:dottl af P(li11ting> Vol, I. P. r;5, 

~n<l 
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and therefore it could not be he : And I 
would further ob(erve, that the Mark IL is 
not peculiar to Ho LB EIN. STR u TT, 111 his 
BiographicalDiflionary rf Engraven, Vol. I I. 
P. ~6, ~ttributes it to one HANS LEDZ R ER, 

cf w horn he gives no Pc1rticulars ; and the 
Catalogue of Marks. and Cyphers of Engi:avcrs, 
P. 21. Edit. 17-30,mentionsoneLAMBRECHT 
HoPFER, a German, but the Age in which 
he lived is not noticed, who u[ecl as bis 
Mark, fornetimes a Vafe of Flowers in the 
M idfi of the Letters L H, and fometimes the 
perpend icular Stroke of the L in the fecond 
Stroke of the H, \V 11icb is exactly as it JP .. 
pears in the Cut be.fore referred to. 

I have only to. ::icld, th at the Cuts in the, 
pref'ent E<lition, except ing only the firft, 
( which: reprefenting in the Original the 
Deity in the Hab:t oft he Pope, to avoid.. 
giv·ing Offence, it was thought proper t(). 

omit, and to fubftirnte in its Room one <le­
fignecl for the Purpofe,) are engraven, an,1 
the Ver!es under them tran{b ted from the 
Latin Edition of I 547; :md that the adciiti 
onal Cuts, vd1ich appeare<l in the French 
Edition of 1562;, (with the Omiffion on1_y of 
four Boys, as being fore iin to th is SuhJect) 
are bere ::il fo inferted , ond the Verfes unll er 
them tran!htecl :; om the French. 

'fHE EDITOR.: . 
Nov. 3. r791• 
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The CREATION of the WORLD.· 
:lb God created JIIan z·n his o-wn Image, in the lm.ag·e " 

ef God created he him: .1Vlafe and Female created / 
he them • . 

GENESIS i. 27~. 

In the Beginning, Heav'n and Earth, 
And the refon:1ding Se:1, 

God, by his Voice omnipoten t, 
From Nothing caus 'd robe. 

The hum8n Race, the Image true 
O f his divinefl: Mind, 

Both t I ale and Female he ,Ld form 
from lightefi Earth we finJ. 
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S i N. 
Becmfe thou ba/l heai-kened unto the ll'oice ~( l~j 

Wife, and hafl eaten of the Tree of which 1 com­
manded thee,Jtrying, 1'houjhalt not eat of it. &c. 

GE.Nl!S·IS iii. 17. 

Againf\: God's \Vill the direful Fruit 
Of the forbidden Tree 

The Huiliand by bis fooli& Wife 
To tafie induc'd we fee. 

A grievous Death they both defcrv'cl 
For this Offence fo great, 

And we, their Children, fobject are 
To the fame La.ws of fat~. 



D.EATH 

'ff.u Lord God Jent himforth from the:Garclen r{' Eciert 

to till tbe Ground from whmce he was taken. 

G-£NES1-S iii. z3. 

Tli' . .\1 nighty Father did expe-1 
l\1 ,111 from bis blelled Seat ·; 

And to fu {l ain hi s Life decreed 
By 11i-s ow!1 prl>.per Sweat : 

Then~ firft, ;,1l!o rbe cm13ty W'orld., 
Pa le De·11h an Fntr.ince g'.lin'd; 

An l th e !:'I.me J>ow·r o'er m~rra.! )ic:1,, 
Has e~·cr iince maintai1t'd. 
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The C U R S E. 

C111/ed iI tbe Ground for thy Sake ; in Sorrow /bah 
thou eat of it all the Day1 of thy Life, &c. 

GENESIS iii. 1 7· 

Cur:,'J be the Ea rth fo r thy Oftencc, 
And b:-:rren be the G roun d, 

A1:d luliof T o:l and L abou r grc:i t, 
Thy anxiou Life be f.rnnd . 

Till Dench rhy lifrlcfs L imbs replace 
In Earth's c,,J<l na rrow \. ' <·mb, 

Then Dutt, wliich at the firfi t hou wer t., 
"- Thou c1uickly fhei lt ~ecome. 
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/Voe, Woe., Woe to the Inhabitants of the Earih. 

REVELATIONS viii. 13. 

~1ll in wh,fe Noflri/J 'Ulas the Breath of Life, of all 
that 'Was in the dry Land, died. 

GENESIS vii. 22. 

\Voe, grievous \Voe, toall who now 
In this vile VJ orld abide ; 

For Times aw-ait yon big with Grief, 
And every Ill be!ide. 

Though now to you a plrrnteous Sl.a;·e 
0 f Fortune's Gifts may fall, 

P:.de Oc:-ith will be, or foon or la-te.., 
A ViJirnn t to all, 

.. ' 
,"'•.¢..: 
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The PO P E. 

Until tbe Death of the H ~2,h -Prit)l that Jhall be in 
tho_/e Days. 

J OS NU A :XX, 6. 
And let another take his Office . PsALM cix. 8. 

Thou who, elated with Succefs, 
Immortal claim'il: to be, 

from l\'1c::n's Affc.,irs, in little Space, 
T r.yfelf remov'd :fhalt fee. 

Though now the great High-Pridl: thou art, 
And in Rome's See doll: fit, 

Scan ih,dl thy Office, in tny Pkoe, 
A Succe!f)r admit. 
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The E M P E R O R. 

'Set thine Houfe_ in Order; for thou /halt die, ancl 
not lzve. Is AI AH xxxviii. 1. 

tJheref/;alt ,-hou die, and there the Chariots of thy 
G lo,)' }hall be the Shame of tby LoJ-d's Hou.fa. 

IsAIAH xxii. 18. 

Difpofe thy Kingdom's great Concerns 
I ntrufl d to thy Care, 

So t h.,t co pafs to othe r ·ur orlds 
Thou <JUic:kly :nay'lt prepare. 

For when the Time {ball come that thou. 
~h .tl t quit this mortal Thran :> , 

T hy ucmoit Glory then !lrnll be-
A broken Car a-lone, 
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· The iK I N G. 

!Et th~t is 'Io-Day a,King, 'fa-Morrow/ball di~ 

.. EccLESIASTICUS x. 10. 

To him who this Day Sceptres fways, 
In cofily Pride a King, 

To-morrow's Light, with baleful Speed, 
A direful Fate will bring: 

For, h im who rules o'er Nations rich, 
And pow'rful Kingdoms guides, 

JVhen Death his Office bids him quit, 
, . .No better Fate betides. 
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The C A R D I N A L. 

:H7bicb j1fflify the JVickcdfor Reward, and take away 
· tbe Rightt'ou/11e.fs ef tbe Righteous from him. 

IsAIAH v. 23. 

,~.roe, grievous \Voe, to you, who now 
TheLimpious Man carets; 

ExHlt the unjufr to Height of \Vealth, 
The virtuou~ :Man opprefs. 

Who feek the \iVorld's fallacious Gifts 
To gain without Delay, 

And the true path of Righteoufnefs 
llifire to t.ike away. 
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The E MP R E S S. 

Tboje that ,v..:alJ in Pric!e he is able tg abafa, 

DANIEL iv. 37• 

Ye, alfo, who in glitt'ring Pomp 
Of hau ghty St,He are plac'd, 

A Day 01 all fee wherein you I felves 
Of bitter De:nh {hall taf1:c: ~ 

For, as the grafs by Travellers 
J s trodden on the Ground, 

So Death flii\11 tread you under Foor~ 
And all your Joys ccnfm111d, 
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The Q U EE N. 

l?jJe up )'e Womm that are nt Eq_(e ; hear m)' Voice 
y: carclrfi Daugbtus ; gi"-,e Ear unto n~y Speech. 
Ahwr Da . s and Yea, s jl;Mll yf' be troubled • ., ./ 

I SAIAH xxxii. 9 & IO, 

Hither, ye Lal1ies of R enown, 
And ::\Iatrons rich, repair; 

F or De,1th LD ynu now clearly tcll-s., 
A mo rtal Tribe ye are. 

\Vh en the glad Years and eri1p tv Joys 
Or.this ,·ain \YorldarepaH, • · 

The Pain ot De~th will (u ,e diflurb 
Your Bocli,s frail .it laft. 
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The B I S H O P. 
' 

1 will .finite the Shepherd, anrl the S/.; ecp of tfit 
Flrrckjhal/ beflattertd abroad. 

MATTHEW xxvi. 31. MARK xiv. 27. 

The Paflor, void of all Defence, 
My pow'r, fays Death, {hall own; 

:By me, his Mit rea nd his .Staff, 
Shall to the Ground be thro wn. 

His Sheep, their Paflor thus remo.,.'d, 
By Death's fell Po.v'r, away, 

Sh;ill be dirperfed e v'ry one, 
To prowlin~ \Volve;, a Prey. 
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The ELECTOR, or Pr.. 1 NCE of the Empire. 

'The Prince foal! be clotl.;ecl :with DeJolation, and tbe 
Hands of the People of the Lanrl )hall be troubled. 

EzEKIEL vii. 27. 

Come, n°i :,hry Prince, now quick refign 
Th\· pe1i!h,1ble Joys, 

Tlw fieetina Glorl', :111 j the refl: , ..., 
Of Earth's <le.ufive Toys. 

J ,o, I alone the Pride of Kings 
Am al,le to ?·epref:-; 

The {ple11tf d Pomps of reg:11 State 
1\Jy 1\rn 'r fupreme c1.rntds. 
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The A B B O T. 

1k /hall diecwituo,tt l11jiruflion, and in the C rt'a111ejl 

of his Folly l.0 t )hall g o aflr<1.y, 

PROVi!RRS v . 23. 

This lnfl:ant, \Vretcb, tho u lll u1c lllp, 1 t, 

Con 11 <T 11 'J LO 111 o u 'd 'ring Du It ; 
Becaufe ~bou kne\V ll not, only frign'dft, 

The \Vi[Jom or the J u 1t. 

The A hu1.1cbnce of thy Folly great, 
Did blindly thee deceiv~, 

And made tliee fre k the fin fu I Path, 
Which thou cou!d'i1 ner e1 le,l\ e. 



The A B B E S S, 

'N'berefore 1 proiferl the DeadrtL•hicb are already deal, 
more than the: Living r.;.;hich are yet alive. 

EccLESIAS TES iv. 2 • . 

Detter it is to die than live, 
I conflantly h~\·e taught; 

Since human Li1~e with anxious Care, 
And various 1 lls is frnugh·. 

Ungrateful Death me now compels 
The hke fad Path to tread, 

'\\'i1.h thofe whom in the filent Grave 
The Fates fercre hare laid. 

\ 
) 



The G E N T L E M A N. 
'ff7hat Man is be that hvez/; and/hall not .fee D eath? 
Shall he deli'Vtr his So,dfrom the Hand of the Grave? 

PsALM lxxxix. 48. 

'\"\"hat l\1an is hp, h01\ ever brave, 
Of mightiei1: Pow' r poffdl-, 

\\ lio in this mort1l \\ orld f11all ]i 1e, 
And Death fl•all ne\'tT r3( t? 

\\'L at l\Jan is be wh·) Leath's fell Dart, 
\\ hi h cor.que1s all, c,in Lmn·c ? 

'Who l1is own Life, by I orLC r,;r Skill, 
From Death ce11 h0pe o [dYc.? 
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The C .. A N 0 N .' 

0 . 

Behold, the Hour is at. Hand. 

IVIA. T·THEW XX VI. 45· 

By' Cro•,,;ds attended to the Choi.r 
Thou now do11 bcnri thy \Vay ; · 

Come on, and, wi h (upp!inat Voice, 
Thy hurnulc11 formge p,ly: 

For d1ee, the "Fc1 es 1i0 JOUd demand, 
And in lta'1t )e:1th dot~ cr.i\'e; 

J.. Day, which no one can retard, 
Shall force thee to the Grave • 

.l) 
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The J U D G E. 

1 will cut '?ff the ]uclge Jrc,m the JJ1/.{ljl thereof. 

AMOS ii. 3. 

You who falfe Judgment clo pronour,ce, 
For fi l thy Lucre's Sa-ke, 

From Midir of Crowds and J u.dgment· Sear, 

1, Death, will quickly take. 

To Fate's ju11 Laws ye muf1: fobmit , 
~ o·r ye, alone, conteft 

Thar pow'r which e\·ery Son of l\1an 

Has hitherto confefr. 
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The A D V O C A T E. 

A prudent Man fore/eeth thg Err,il, a11d bidet/; ,~im~ 
/elf: But the Simple pa/s on, and are puni}bed. 

PROVERBS x:xii. 3• 

The crafty i.\fan the Crimeptrceives, 
The Guilty doeo proceti; 

The Caufeof juf1 but needy Men., 
He ever does reje&. 

The Pror and Gtiiltlefs are oppre-fs'd 
By Jut1ice' 'Vain Pretence, 

And Gold, than La·ws, is fou11d to haTe 
A gre3ter lntlue11ee. 
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lf'hjc:JiopP1th bu Ears at the C,J of the Poor, he 

,t!fo IL all O}' him.fdf, but jhall not be beard, 

PRov ERTIS x:xi. 13 . 

1" he kci t d '· , , dtl:y reaci)y 

To Suiter rich give E ::ir , 

And fcorn t!-_e poor ~nd needy Man, 

His Pray'r refuf€ to hear: 

Eut when themfelves in the laft Hour7 

To God £hall earnefi cry, 

Their anxinus Pr:::i} 'rs he fhall rejtcr, 

And their Requefi deny. 
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'The CUR AT E, or P R EA C H E R. 
!Yo~ ttJJ!O them that call Ervd Good, and Good Evil; 

that put Dark11efi far Light, and Light .for D ark­
nefs ; that put Bitter for Sweet, and Sweet for 
Bitter. 

ISAIAH v. 20. 

·~roe to you impious Hypocrites, 
Who Evil Goodnefs term 

And Evil to be truly Good, 
With equal Fraud affirm : 

Who Dark for Light, with Falfehood great-; 
And Light for Dark embrace; 

Bitter for Sweet who fubfiitute, 
And Sweet for Bitter place, 
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7be P R I E S 1'. 

l n9felf aljo am a mo, tal Man, like to al't., 

\i\T IS DOM 
.. 

Vll, I, 

The holy Sacrament) behold, 
Celeflial Gift, I bear, 

The Gck ~l'!.n, at the Hour of Death, 
With ,ertain Hope to cheer. 

Ev'n I myfelf am mortal too, 
Ancl the fame Laws obey, 

And {h21l like him. when Time fl1all come, 
To Death be made a Prey. 
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Tne F R I A R ME N D I C A N T. 

:!ucb as ft i11 Darknefs, and i11 the Shaclo·w of· Dr:atb, 
being bound in AflltBion and Iron, 

Ps ALM cvii. 10. 

Some Men, the \\rotld to circumvent 
Br Fnud and F:ilfehood try, 

By feign'd Religion, Sin to hide 
From cv'ry m o1 tal Eye: 

Of Pi tty an a.rdcnt love 
They outward ly profefs ; 

But inwardly they are the Sink 
Of all Volu pt uourncrs. 

But when t he End flull be at Hand, 
They like reward /hall h;ive, 

And Death , by Myriad5, fl1all mow d~YJ} 
'Th e W i(k.;d to the Gr;t\'t . 
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The C A N O N E -S S. 
-:I.he, e is a Way wl.JLch Jeemet h Right zmto a Man.; 

but the End tbereof are the fVays of D eath. 

PROVERBS xiv. ti . 

An Apojlroµhe to D eath , 

'\Vhy doll: thou, pale :rnd envious Deach, 
A facred Maid affrii!ht? 

Small C orv to thee c;n ari (e 

From Vicl:'ries fo Oight. 

Co hence , let fi d e or aged 7V1!n 
Thy (Jtal Dart employ; 

But let thi s Vi rg in , in noce1. t, 
L ifos Pleafures long enjoy. 

Pleafure and J oy her jocund Youth 
ShoulJ ardently pur fue ; 

'T h e Pleafurei of t he I\Iarr\age-Bed 
To her g'ly You th are due 
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The OLD vV OM AN. 

:Death i,- better tpall a bitter Life or tontinual Sick11efs. 

EccLESIASTrcus xxx. 17. 

Long has my Life moit irkfome been, 
Opprefs'd wirh Care and Pain; 

No anxious \Vifh my Bofom fires 
Here longer to remain. 

My certai n Judgment does pronounce, 
Better to die th:in live; 

F-0r De~th to Minds worn Ollt with Ctire 
Glad Peace and Reft will give. 
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The P H Y S I C I A N .. 

P~~jician, h-eal tlyfilf.' 

LUKE iv. z3. 

Diieafes well tbou unc.lerfiand'fl:, 
And cures canfr well apply, 

Wliich to tbe Sick, in Time of Need~ . 
'Nill welcome Health fupply. 

But wh ile 1 0 dull and fiupid \iVretch1 . 

Thou others Fat~s doft flay, 
Thou' rt ignorant what fell Difeafe 

~hall hurry thee away. 
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The A S T R O L O G E R. 
K11awf/l thou it, ht~·ait/ e tbou wajl then born ? or be­

.c,wfi: tlx Number of thy Da)'s is great f 

Jon xx xviii. 21. 

Thou , b; contrmpL1ting a Sphere 
\\' bich Heav'ns bright Face does £how 

Events" hich (hall to o:hers chance, 
Pretend e!l: to foreknow . 

Tell me, if thou of Fares to come 
A !kilful Pr0phet art, 

Wh·cn to rhe Tomb the Hand of Death 
ShJll urge thee to dep~ rt ? 

Behoid the S;,here, wh ich to thy Vi n v 
My Right-Hand now does hold, 

ny rhat the Fate which thou /halt find 
.l\.1Jy better be fa1 etoJJ. 
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The MISER. 
<Jhou Fool, this Night thy Soul /hall be· required of 

thee: CJ'ben whoje Jhall tboje tbings 6e whid.J tb;u 
haft -pro'Vided? 

LUKE xii. 20. 

This Night {hc11l Death, with Iron Hand, 
Thee gripin!!. \Vretch, fubdn e ; 

' < ) b'cl And in the narrow Grave entorn , 
To-Morrow thee fhall view. 

Therefore, when thou, of Life depriv'd, 
Shalt far from hence be gone, 

What Suc~effor (hall thy vafi Heaps 
Of endlefs Riches own? 
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T he lVI E R C H A N T . 

The getting of 'Freafures b;, a lying 'l ongue, is a 
'Fanif_)· trffed to and fro of thrm tbat )eek D eath. 

PROVE. R E S xxi. 6. 

A fool i{h Pait he fo re pu rrues, 
Who V/ealth hv Fraud and Lies 

T' accumulate, at;d num'rous Goods 
To g.iin unjuftly tries. 

For De< th entangled in the Sna: e, 
To feize him fhall nor fail ; 

And thf'fe his Acl:ions mott un.jufi 
Shill cau[e him co bew:1il. 
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The SH I P W R E C K. 

But they that will be 1·icb, fall into 'T emptatio1t, a1ul 

a Snare, and into many faolijh and hurtful Lujls 

wbicb drown Men in Dcjlru8ion and Perdit,on. 

J TIMOT~Y vi. 9. 

7hat worlcly Goods tbey m~y procure, 
And \Vealcb immenfe obtain , 

Their Breafl-s Men hourly will e:xpofr, 

Temptations to [u ihin. 

But Men whom Dangers thm furround, 

Fo1 tune compels to bend 
Their Foonleps to thole beaten Paths 

\Vhich to Dt;llt u[tion te.nd. 
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The KNIGHT, or SOLDIER. 

ffn (J. 11Iome1:1.t flail they die, alld the People jh zl! be 
t roubled at i1l,J;t!t1ight , and pafs a,JJq}'; .dttd the 
!11ighty Jhali be ta.ken a,u:a)' without Hand. 

Jon x~xiv. 20. 

Ai;J i , it I h<= ,\lJn "ho \\ ars ,x.: t., , 
.-' nJ does mild Pt'.ace df i:pife , 

(Pe.1te , that ;o J:l ;;1eat 8lt1iing, bri:igs ) 
The PeLp 't: lh~ll .i r ire : 

To C'01ir •i;e only th - v {h 11 tru!l-, 
This Tyranr fi~rce to rame; 

An<l all he [h.111 , but by a S rokc 
~ <> hum in (-lar.d /}1-11 1 aim. 

F or h"m who, to opprt:f, r.-1 dl i~d, 
Shd il mi;;h1y Arms cniFI '! , 

R difl:'c~ Death {hall (utidcnly 
By an i!l Fat-e ddl,o) •. 
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The C OUN T. 

For when he die th, hejhall rarry uotl,;ng a,way : H :'s 
Glory JhalL not dejwzd afte1· him . 

PSALM xlix. 1 7. 

N one of th ofe Hor ours which lhe Great 
A nd Mighty n ,J W :-tttend, 

\ Vhen Drath O•al l c ;1 fi them from their Seat, , 
Shall to the Grave dekenJ. 

No En£gns of a gl nr·ous Race, 
Th t y thi th er (h ,dl convi>y, 

N o r ·1 itles h:gh ; for in the Crave 
·1 hey nought but D Lift !hall be. 



ll,tv ErMth 

l 3-3 J 

Th'e OLD MAN. 
is corrupt, my Da)'S are e:·din8, 
Gra<Ves are recidy jor me. 

JoB xvii. 1~ 

Elch auCT:ed Stie ngt h my feeble Nerves 
NJ l on•er now does brace, 

And, like a River's r~pid S:ream, 
My L ife flvws out ap:ice. 

The Time, w hich no one· can recall, 
How fw ,ft a Flig,ht has ta'en ! 

An rl n o thi ng but the tilrnt Tomb 
For me ciocs now remain. 

T i1'd of Lhc Jlls of a Long Life, 
And lick of all irs c ~rLs, 

f or fpeeJy Dtath 1 n ... w addrcfs 
To Hc Jv 'n my rn~Jus Pray'rs• 

th~· 



3•,. 

'The COUNT E SS. 

!'hey .fper.J their Day.r in Wealth, a11d in a MoJNelft 
go down ta the Grav,. 

JoB xxi. I 3• 

In num'rous Jo)S their rapid Life 
The th0u!:(hdefs Virgins waitc, 

An o ev·ry K.i r. d of Pleafure [eek 
With E agernefs to ta!te. 

From CJrcs and Sorrow they are free, 
1°(o Thought th eir Minds to tin, 

A vacant L ife, full fraught wi\h Blifs, 

They earnettly ddir.e. 

But in the Gr3\'e they fha!I be laid, 
By Dc.th's all-pic: rcing Dare , 

\\. here he thei r Plcafurcs exq ui !itc 
Si·,.ili ir co Gf'ief COfl\·ert, 



t 3-f } 
'The NE \V ~~IA RR J 11: D "c-0 UP LI;> 

1 he .L8rd rla fa to me, afld more a/fa, _if 01,ght but 
/)eatb part thee alld mt, 

RUTH i. 17• 

Thi~ is true Love, an<l this- alone, 
\\'hich 1\ro in One conjoini, 

And in A tlcaion 's 11 rrngdr B:1ncls 
And mutual Friendf11i p biw.is. 

·1 h is Unio11 fl.1:.n, :1l.1s ! eadure 
1~y much toofhorra Time; 

C11 c l ' eath ferere can t\\U Ji\·ic..'e 
\V hom B.l'nd~ u.f \\' edl~ jo,n. 



r 36 · 1 

Tire D U T C H E S S. 

1'1.Jou /halt -not came do,w,;i off that Bed on ·v.,.hich t/.;or,__ 

a-rrgone up, but ;halt Jitrely die. 

2 K ING s· i. 1 6. 

From the foft Bed, 0 youthfu l Maid 2 

Whereon thy Limbs now lie, 

Permiffion ever to arife, 
The cruel Fates deny : 

For firfl: fl1a1l Death thy lifelefs Limbs 

Subdue withou t Remorfe , 

And his feil Scythe f11:ill to the Grave 

CJ.:fig·1 ihy bre,ab.e-:s Code. 



[ 37 ] 

The P O R T E R. 

{}1;ne rmlo me all re t bat lr.oo 'll', anJ are bearv / la .. 'e1t, 
' · and I :..,,NZ gicr.·e ;•ou Rejt. 

fv1 :t TT H ~ \V :Xi. ~8. 

Hither advance, ye weary Thron.g, 
And guick my Sreps attend, 

vVho under leads of fo groat \Veight, 
vVith weary Showlders bc nJ. 

Traffic and Gain rour anxious Though s 
Did lo11g enough poff::-fs, 

Your Brea{~ the Cares whi.:h taefe.p.rciuc:e 
No longer !hall diftrefs, 



[ l~ ) 

The P E AS A N T. 

In tbe S.weat ef thy Face /halt .thou eat Brea{/'., 

G .a N EHS iii. I·9· 

Brend for tbyfelf, by L~bour great, 
Thou CT1alt thyfelf obtain; 

Ji.nd from t>he Ground, without great Toil, 
No Suflenance !hale g,ain. 

After Jeng Ufe of Things bslow, 
And num 'rous Labouris paft, 

Pale Deatht,o all th)' C2res and To~ 

Shall put an Eng at laft 



[ 1-9 ] 

The C H· I L D •. 
JJ,fan t/.Jat zs born of a IVoman, is effl'cil.J Days, atui 

full ef 'Iro•ble. He cometh .forth like a Flower, 
and is cut do"-1.Jn : He jlecth a!fo as a Shadow, l,11d 
oonti1111eth 110!. 

l\1an, who conceived in- the dark \Vomb1 
Into the 'Norld is brought, 

Is born to Times with Mifery, 
And various Evil fraught. 

And as. the Flow'r foon fades and dies, 
H owcYer fair it be, 

So finks .he alfo to the Grave, 
A11d rike a Shade does flee. 



[ ,to ] 

The S Vl I S S S O L D I E R. 
Whrn a Jtrong Man armed keepeth his P alace , his ·Goads 

are in Peace . But '1.uhen a Jlrong er than he /hall come 
upon him, and overcome him, he taketb fro m him all his 
Armour ,wherein he trujied, and d ividcth his Spoils. 

LUKE. xi. 2 r, 22. 

Un daunted and fecure in Arms, 
While Strength and Life rernain, 

The brave bis M anfiom; and his Wealth 
In Safety !ball maintain. 

But Deatl;i v,ith greater Force i1rn11 wage 
Againfl: him 'INar ere long, 

...And, for the Grave , ihall caufe him qui t 
.-His.Pofl:, no longer !hong. 



[ 4r ] 

·The G A M E S T E R. 

'F@r rwhat is a Man profited, if he/b_all gain the rwhQle 

ff/orld, and lo/e hi. o<tJ..Jn Soul ? 

MATTHEW xvi. 26, 

If the deGructive Art of Dice 

Could \N~.ilch immenfe infore, 

Or ]Han the World by Dice could gain, 

vVhat Good would it procure? 

His Soul this Pi :icrice will Jeflroy, 
Entangled in its Snare, · 

A Lofs which no Art, Fraud, or Chance, 
ls able to re pair. 



Tne D R u N K A R D s . 
./l!Jd be not dr11nk -,uJhh fVine, wherein is Ex.rcfi,. 

EPHESIANS v. 18. 

With Wine's Excefs your Souls to drench, 
Ye mOJ ul Throng, forbear; 

For Lux1,uy of every Kind, 
And raging Luft is there. 

Left D eat h afTail you unprepar'd, 
Opprefs 'd w th Sle~p and Wine, 

And, in a Vomit foul, your S0uls. 
Compel yo.u ro refign .. 



[ 43 ] 

The F O O L. 

he gorth 11/tcr her a.r a" 0.1: goeth to tb, Slaughter, 

Qr n1 a }ool to the CrtrrcBion of the S1ock1, 

PuovERBS vii. 2.z. 

No Life fo fweet as to be mau, 

And no 011.e Thina to know ; 

But this is far remov~d from befl:, 

As Mad-men's Actions fhew. 

Secu1e of Fate the witlefs Fool 

Like fportive Lambkins treads, 

And knows not t~r his ev'ry Step 

T0 Death·., ired Portals leads. 



( 44 ] 

The TH IE F. 

0 Lord, I am opprejfed, undertake far me. 

1'sAIAH :xx:xviii • . 14. 

!.i!en to deCT:roy with fell l ntent, 
The Thief ·by Night dues rile ; 

But now to f pail an aged Dame 
Of a foll Bafktt tri es. 

I foffer \Vrong, f11e cries, and G<.,d 
Sends Death to her Relief, 

Who, by the H angm an 's certai n Gripe-, • 
!hrangles tpe greedy Thief, 



[ 45 ] 

The B L I N D ~1 A N. 

JJ the Blind lead the Blind, both /hall fall i11to 1/.Je 
Ditch. 

MAJTHEW xv. 1 4 . 

The blind Man to a Guide as blind 
Himfelf does here commit , 

Both wanti ng Sight, t hey here defcend 
Into the fatal Pit . 

For, while the Man does vainly hope 
Succefs his Steps attends, 

Into the Darknefs of the Grave 
He fuddenl y deicrnds. 



The C -H A R 1 0 T E E R • 

.And he funk ,lo-wn i11 hiJ Chariot. 

z KINGS ii. :q. 

The Charioteer, by Horfes fie1 c~, 
Is rc1pid wlilirl'd along; . 

The Reins they fcorn,. while Fe:i1r of Death 
Contends with Reafon fhcng . 

The rapid V/hefl M lenglh torn off, 
The Axle overthro~n; 

Vlbile, from the C.ifk", the precioui \\·ine 
In copious Ten cnts flows. 



l 4 / J 

'The .B E G G A. ~. 

() <ivretcbetl Jlm1 that I am, ,u./.10 ji.,,1Jl rlai'Ue~ lilt: 
fro'..,, ti1e Bor/_J' ()f this Dt.atl ? 

RN,1ANS ,ii. 24-. 

He that from hence to he releas'd, 
Wirh Chri(l: to live, defircs, 

DeCpi(es Dea1h, and to the St:us 
In \Vords like thefe af pi res: 

"\Vho from thi s mortal Body will 
Me wretched l\1an I el ea Ce; 

And fna rch me Wre.tch ! from this vile V{arld, 
To Rea lm~ of purel1 Peace? 



l 4 
The H U S B A N D. 

What taketh aru.,ay the Life? Erven Dcatb. 

EccLESIAST lCUS xxxi. 27 ,:, . 
Remember that Death will J1ot be long 111 coming~ 

EccLES lASTicus xiv. I 2. 

T he T yr :i nt Drath 1 0 H ufoa nd fond, 
The wcrfl: of all its F ocs, 

Js to ou r Li te and irs fhc rt Courfe, 
\Vah con 1nt Ste p~ pu1futs. 

R eflta then ' n thy P r i IT:e of Life 
(L'f;\ tr:infi tory Day) 

TLJl to thv End it th.: e cor. ducl:s 
B) gra:.oal Decay. 

~ T he Ofr·inal of th i~ Pa(fa ge has no correfponding 
, ~, ords i n the 'J r 11 fiHi o n of chc I3i ule r ow ·n U fc, and t he 
aJ~ v~ i5 the1c'"orc infe rted fi oai th~ fo rmer Tratiflation, 



9 

The WIFE. 

Of ihe Woman came the Begin11ing of Sitt{ tt,1tt/ 
through her we all liie. 

EcctESIAsTicYs xxv. 4. 

From Eve, the Mother of Manki.id, 
Our Parent Adam's \\life 

Sprang Sin, :rnd thence fefl Death arofe; 
The Enemy of Life. 

L et not, howe'er, thy render Mind 
To Grief a Vif tim fall, 

If Death th_ould thee to quit thh 1VorI~, 
Like other Mortals, call. 



[ 50 ] 
The L A S T J U D G M E N T. 

We}hall allflaljd hefcre tbe Judgment-Seat ofChrij!. 
RoMANS :xiv. 10. 

Watch tberefore, for )'e know 11ot what Hour )'our 
Lord doth come. 

MA TTEJEW xxiv. 42. 

For all his Aclions to account, 
By God's exprefs Command, 

Ea.ch Man before the Ju 'gment-Seat 
Of the J ull: Judge !hall ftand. 

Let us be therefore vigihn r, 
Left, when that Time !hall come, 

Cod, for our Actio ns, fl10uld pronounce 
A jufl: but angry Doom . 

And lince v. hen that Hour !hall arri,:e, 
No Mortal can declan:; 

'For its Approach the pious M ,,,, 
'!11 ·:,l!tch and well pr,e_pa1c~ 



I 

TFhat_fie'Ver thou taktjlin Han,!, remember the E1d, 

ani thou/halt never t!o amJs. 

EccLESlASTicUs vii . 36. 

Spotlefs to live if thou clefir'fl:, 

A nd free from cv'ry Vice, · 

Let this Memorial con{hnrly 

Be plac'd before thine Eyes. 

For it will often thee remind, 

Th.i t Death will foon arri\·e, 

And frequent Thought to all thy Ach 
Will a due C aution give, 

Voucbfafe, 0 Chri{}, with Heart fincere» 

That we thy Pa ths may tread, 

And tbat to all the heav'nly Path 

May tllU) be c. p.:n m:ic~ 



_4s by one Man Sin entered into the World, 

and Death by Sin ; and fa Death pa.ffed 

upon all Men, for that all ha·ve finned. 

RoMANS v. I 2 f 

F I N I S. 
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