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was a ra( and .she was a rot, 

jr1d bofh were as 'black as a wifch's cof, 

f nd fh::)I 1oved one an of her well. 

5 e 11 ad a fa i 1, a 11 a ,She h a J a ta 11 1 

Bofh 10123 and curli7;3 , or1d rn e,. 
} n d each said j ours is fhe Fnesf_ f 01 l , 

111 fhe world , - excepfi~ rn111 e ,,, 





e srrielt +be cbeese, and s be srrieh +be cbeese, 

•. 

}nd +9~ botb pro11ounced if ,.3ood i 

.f\11d botb rerriarked it would 3reaf}y add 





he ' ~enfured ouf, and .she venfured ouf , 

}nd I saw fberri ,_jO witb p01n · 

J3uf wbaf befe11 fbem I never can le 11 

never came back 

This poem is reprinted from "St. Nicholas" by kind permission of the Century Company. 





~11d so t~ey all were, except one 1;n1e brol~er. 

W90 tho-a,3ht be was wise:, -poor tbi~, t~an ~is rriot~er, 

~nd was al\JVays conh-iv1~ sorrie nonsense to d)a~ter, 
~'And, w0en s~c reproved hiY11, said, '·1o.)~ol does it niaHer r 

,. 1 scarce!/ need orisW'er" ~is Yr]Ot~er \X.Ould say, 

··"9ou _yourself will discover t~e matter one doy. 
·· Cf;le my \X/ord, you· ]l repeni it. or sooner- or later." 

~a;,;s l,e ·· 1 repent ;1 ] w11y, "\X.,"hat does i} mo Her ? · 





Q~ niot~er rep1ied, "Ir were 6eiter by far 
010 \et hini be 9u;d. a-nd stay w~ere you are, 

for, if you affonl ~irri , ~e ' l] bite you I know.·· 
"w~al nia Hers it whet~er he ~ite ni e or no ? ., 

Cfl;,1 took ~imself off and ?j ran owcy bo . 

7\11ci canie lo ~is n1of~er to know w~al to do; 

UVho took 110 account of bs cryinj and claHer ·. 
Re said' ··c,~ ~ ear I,. -..s~e said • what does ii nioHer? " 

«,~ on~ lhe bite t~at J bade you b~ware of , 
Besides, your owr1 eor you cm, s1;rely lake core of\ 

I wonder to ~eor you ,consu \ti1:3 another, 

bspecioly nie,)'our poor j11orc1nl nio}her I ., 





, 

) J] +b1.s lin1e liHle Pi::J.9.Y was c~yin.3 and sc1-ea111in.3, 
}nd over- bis cbeeks t-be salt fear.s were .sfreamin3, 

'}nd sad); he _grieved as be ca.sf l;is ~,e.s round, 
pnd .saw all l)i.S brotbers wifh ears safe and .sound. 

]ou'll +bink aB·er this be was prudent and wise, 
}nd loved bis .5ood rriofber and took ~er advice,. 

]ou']] tbink 1)e began his bad ways ·to forsdke ; 
Bu1 +h;s, I a.ssure you, i.s all a rriisioke. 

C, 

fa; .sfi]J be was nau_gby, as nau_ghfy could be. 
} nd a.s oFen wa.s punisbed ·- f ben, .sorry was be; 

Duf as soon as te fairly wa.s rid of ~be pain, 
l5e for=.'.30+ all about it, and did wron_g a-3ain 

It happened one d~, cs lbe otber pi_gs fell, 
ln f~ecourseof +beirwalk fbrydrew nearfoowelli 

So wide and .so deep, wifb .so smootb a wall round, 
If a pj fumbled in, be was sure fo be drowned. 

So fb
0

e rriofber .sfoyped fwo,wbo were runnin-3 a rnce, 
Scy;n--91(:.b;]dren, fake core1 'fi.s a dor3erous place'. 

walk sober~ on till ,.,1ou'r·e .sufe pa.st tbe wafe,-." 
"''{ii)h)', fi.s but a well, and pray, wbof does if maffer'Z'1 





Sa-id f~e obsiiriafe a11irrial , foo1,sb as ever, 

Bu+ fb111ki113 biniseJf very cunn1n.9 011d clever. 
pe 111ade 1..1p b1s 1111r,d +bot w~atever befe11 

5e would run ovi 'before, a11d Jump over f~is well. 

"for;"scry.s be, 'cafs d-nci do_ss can jump ever.so, ~i3b; 
}Yid fro.3s Lve lY] tbe wafer; mid w~y s~ould no+ 12 

I suppose +bsy'1l al1ow l'n, as wise as a [ro-3, 
}rid I'll ve:; soon sbow I can jump like a' do;( 

A way scampered be fo f~e niouf~ of +be welt 
· e.fin,bed up to the bp,-niissed ~i.S foofi-n..3 ~nd fe11. 

f r-0111 fbe bofforri ~e sef up a pitifu 1 s~out 
"(9 rriofber, I'm 111 , 011d I can11of jef ouf '. 

11 
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f3 l'Yjofber! <3 rriofber! '' fbe liffle pig cr1eci; 
'T{ow I· real}y repenf of rriy f o·l}y and pride, 

C9h, I'm sure 1 .sha11 d1e/u and be .son k down and d-ied, 
Wh1le h1.s n1of~er and brof9er.s wepf round fhe well .side. 

G. Boose. 
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