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REPORT on the petition of John Blake, Jofeph Bin
don, John D. Mercier and Benjamin Thompfon, 
Canadian refugees. 

The COM"lITTEE to whom was reJerred the petition of.John 
Blake, JoJcph Bindon, John D. Mercier and Benjamin 
'ThQll1pjon, in behalf of themJelves and others, Canadian 
1"eJugces, 

REPORT-

T HAT the prayer of the petitioners is, that com pen
fation be made to them for their lofs of property 

and fufferings in the caufe of American liberty. 
In detailing the reafons in jufrification and fupport of 

their application, they alledge that, "in confequence of 
their erpoufal of the American caufe, they were driven 
to the neceffity of flying from Canada, and of taking 
refuge within thefe United States, and that finding them
felves at the clofe of the late American war, in very dif. 
treffed circumfrances, efpecially as they feemed preclu
ded from all hope of returning to Canada, to recover 
their property and effeCls, no notice having been taken 
of their interefts, nor any provifion made for them in the 
treaties of peace between the United States and Great-· 
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Britain, they did, in behalf of themfelves an.d others, 
,refugees from Cartalla, in the month of April 1783, 
prefent a ;memorial to Congrefs, praying that honorable 
body to take their unhappy cafe into confideration, and 
to grant them fuch relief as fhould be deemed juft and 
proper.-That accordingly, on the 23d of the fame 
month, Congrefs were pleafed to pafs feveral refolves in 
their favour, to which they beg to refer, and which they 
were then given to underftand, fully included them
felves and their fellow-fufferers.-That, with unlimited 
faith in the jufiice of Congrefs, and fatisfied with the 
aifurances given to them by the refolves before referred 
to, they have patiently waited the convenience of the 
public to fulfil the promifed relief, 'till the prefent day." 
The refolutions of Congrefs of the 23d of April, are in 
the following words, yiz. 

" That the memorialifrs be informed that Congrefs 
retain a lively fenfe of the fervices thl:: Canadian officers 
and men have rendered the United States~ and that they 
are feriouOy difpofed to reward them for their virtuous 
fufferings in the caufe of liberty. 

"That they be further informed, that whenever Con
grefs can confifrently make grants of land, they will 
reward, in this way, as far as may b2 confifrent, the 
officers, men and other refugees from Canada." 

Thefe refolutions unequivocally acknowledge the me
ritorious fervices and fufferings of that defcription of 
men whofe cafe is re~erred, and contain a promife that 
they {hall be rewarded by grants of land, whenever it 

. may confifl:ently be done.· Although there may not 
exifr a doubt of the merit of thofe in whole favour the 
petition has been made, and of the jufiice of their claim 
upon the United States for the ftipulated retribution, 
yet the refolutions above recited, and the petition itfelf, 
which direaIy reters to them, uei ther reeler it proper, 
nor indeed leave the committee at liberty to report in 
fa\'our of a compenfation in any other fpecies of prorcrty 
than lands. Under this impreilion ~nd reflriaion, the 
commitree have fought for that kind of inforfnatiou 
whi,:h l11i.;ht as far as poH;ble~ enable them to form a 
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right judgment as to the num~r of acr:es, Q,ad the fitu. 
ation and \'alue of the land which ought to be fet apart 
for that purpofe, or at leaft what value in fpecie lhouki 
be e{l:ablifhed as the meafure of the donation. In this 
enquiry, they ,confefs that they have not received as full 
fatisfaCl:ion as they had hoped for from the undertaking. 
Altho' eflimates of the aCl:ual loifes and {acrifices of 
fame individuals have been made out and laid before 
the corilmittee, they are however fa few in number, 
and bear fa fmall a proportion to the whole, that they 
afford no fatisfaCtory rule by which a tolerably accurate 
decifion may be made as to the aggregate of the loifes 
fuflained. From the befl information which the com· 
mittee have ob!ained, there appear to have been about 
229 refuges from Canada (fame with and others with. 
out families) 22 of whom are fuggefled to have been 
the principal fufferers, and the refl to be fu!rerers in a 
fmall degree. Of both defcriptions, fom~ as has been 
fuggefled, and is believed, have been already compen
fated, t:ither wholly or in part, and not a few rcturtled 
to Canada, both before and fince the peace, to pofTefs 
their property or to pl,lrfue their bufinefs; neither the 
names nor numbers of whom have been exaCtly afcer. 
tained. It appears from returns, the originals of which 
are in the war office, [hat 292 men, women and chil
dren, were viCtualled at Albany and Fiilikill, from the 
public flares in 1784, and that in the following year, 
rations were drawn for 93 only. It al[o appears from 
another voucher in the fame office, that 205 were re
turned for, and entitled to lands in the flate of N ew
York, purfuant to an aCt of the legifiature thereof, of 
the II th of May 1784. In this flate of uncertainty, 
not only as to the extent of the loifes or fufferinrrs of 
the Canadian refugees, but as to the number of '~hofe 
who remain uncompenfated, or whore compenfation 
'wZ\s inadequate, it is not eafy for the committee to decide 
with [atl,fai:Lory precifion, what fpecie value the lands 
to be 6il1ributed among them,fhould bear; and flill 
more difficult to ,L :;;rtain th~ lll~m!Jer of acres which 
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ought to be allotted to them, becaufe this mliO: altoge
ther depend upon their goodnefs and fituation. Having 
thus acknowledged the infufficiency of the materials upon 
which they are to found an important part of their re
port, they propofe, with a diffidence which arifes from 
that circumfiance, the following refolutions, viz. 

Refolvcd, That provifion ought to be made by law, 
for donations of land to the Canadian refugees, in con
formity with the refolutions of Congrefs, of the 23d of 
April 1783. promifing the fame. 

Re!olved, That the lands, fo as aforefaid to be given, 
ought not to exceed in their fpecie value, at a reafonable 
efiimate, the fum of dollars. 

Ift of April 1794, 
Committed to a committe of the whole Houfe, on 

Thurfday next. 

I7thFebruary 1796, 
Committed to a committee of the whole Houfe, on 

Monday next. 

REPORT on the petltlOns of Thomas and Edward 
Faulkner, Simeon Chefl:er, and William Lawrence, 
refugees from Nova.Scotia; and of Jofeph Green, 
and others, refugees from Canada. 

'The COMMITTEE to whom was referred the report of the 
Secretary of War, on the petitions of 'Thomas Faulkner, 
Edward Faulkner and Simeon Chejler, refugees from 
the Britifh province of Nova-Scotia; Jo.feph Green, 
Prefque 'Trepagne, Augu,lline 'Trepagne, and Gregoire 
'Trahan, Mary, the widow of Francois des Jardins, and 
Francois Rabutaille, refugees from the province of Cana
da i-and a!fo, on the petition of William Lawrence,from 
the Jaid province of Nova-Scotia, 

REPORT-

T HAT your committee have examined the refolu
tion of Congrefs, of the 23d of April 1783~ on 

the memorial of brigadier gell..-:ral HJZen, promifing. 
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that" whene,ver Congrefs can confifl:ently make grants 
of land, they will reward in this way, as far as may be 
confifl:ent, the officers, men, and others, refugees from 
Canada," as recited by the Secretary in his report, but 
which does not apply to the petitioners from that pro
vince; who, as they fet forth in their petition, do not 
claim as refugees, but for fervices rendered in Canada, 
by the orders ·of general Schuyler and col. Livingfion, 
for which they fay they were promifed pay, and fome a 
bounty in lands. From all the enquiry your committee 
could make, they cannot find, that thole officers had any 
authority to promife a bounty in lands, to be paid by 
the United States to the petitioners; nor are there re
turns or vouchers filed, by which the P3Y claimed can 
be afcertained. 

Your committee alfo find a refolution of Congrefs, of 
the 13th of April J 785, (which has been omitted by 
the Secretary) in the following words, viz. "Rifoh·ed, 
That Jonathan Eddy, and other refugees from Nova
Scotia, on account of their attachment to the interefi of 
the ·United States, be recommended to the humanity and 
particular attention of the feveral flates in which they 
refpeEtively refide, and that they be informed, that 
whenever Congrefs can, confifientiy, make grams of 
land, they will reward, in this way, as far as may be 
confifient, fuch refugees from Nova-Scotia, 'as may be 
difpofed to live in the well:ern country." 

That the petitioners, Thomas Faulkner, Edward 
Faulkner and Simeon Chell:er, were inferted in the lill: 
returned by the faid Jonathan Eddy, as refugees from 
the Britifh province of Nova-Scotia, and had abandoned 
their property there, on account of their attachment 
to the caufe of Ameri::a. That William Lawrence has 
produced fl1fficient proof, that he is alfo a refugee from 
the faid province, and has abandoned his property there, 
from the fame caufe. 

That in the ordinance pafTed by Conp.;refs, the 20th 
day of IILl)' 1785, it is ordained, " That three town
fhips adjacent to lake Erie, be'referved, to te hereafter 
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difpofed of by Congrefs, for the ufe of the officers, men 
and others, refugees from Canada, and the refugees 
from Nova-Scotia, who are or may be entitled to grants 
of land under refolurions of Congrefs now exif1:ing, or 
which may hereafter be llJade refpeCting them, and for 
fuch other purpofes as Congrefs may hereafter direCt." 

From the expofed fituation of thofe townfhips, a grant 
there, at prefent, would afford but little relief to the pe
titioners; but, from the beft information the committee 
could obtain, the United States poifefs no lands adjacent 
to lake Erie, which they can now grant or difpofe of. 

On confideration whereof, your committee fubmit the 
following refolutions : 

Refolved, That the prayer of the petitioners Jofeph 
Green and others, from Canada, praying a bounty in 
lands and other pay, tor [~[\':ces rendered in the late 
war with Great-Britain, ought not to be granted. 

Rr/olc'.;d, That a tra,::1 of land, not excce,Jinr:: 
acres, be laid off north-weft of the O;;iu river, 

beginning at the mouth of the Great Miama, and ex
tending dowa the Cnio,. not exceeding three ti!nes the 
breadth in length, be immediately 3i)Pr.:'F,i::rd to com
penfate the refugees from the Britifh pro'.rinccs of Cana
da and Nova-Scotia, purfuant to the refolves of Con
gref3 of the 23d of ,April 1783, and the 1 sth of April 
1785. 

Refllved, That each refugee be entitled to five hun-
dred acres of land. 

Refoived, That the following conditions and re?.:ric
tions ought to be obferved, to entirle the applicants to a 
grant of lands: ' 

I ft. That the applicant fhall make proof, before fome 
court of record, of his actual refidence in one of the 
provinces aforefaid, previous to the day of 

2d. That he was compelled to abandon his refidence 
aforefaid, in c0nfequence of his attachment to the Ame
rican caufe. 

3d. That all [uch applications be made and lodged 
with the Secretary for the department of war, y,:thin 

years. 
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15th February 1796, 

Ordered to lie on the t,!1;>Ie. 

17th February 1796, 

Referred, tog-ertrer with the reports of the 19th Fe
bruary 1793, and the Ifl: of April 1794, to a com
mittee of the whole Houfe, on Monday next. 

REPORT on the report of a committee, made the 19th 
of February 1793, to whom was referred the petition 
of John Blake, Jofeph Bindon, John D. Mercier and 
Benjamin Thompfon, Canadian refugees. 

The COMMITTEE, to whom was referred the petition of.lun
dry Canadian refugees, beg leave to prefent to the view 
of the Houfe, the report of a committee to whom the [aid 
petition was referred, made February 19th 1793, which 
has not been decided on; and, with a view to the pre
fervation of conJ!ftency in the decjfionr of the Houfe on 
Jubje[fs of ajimilar nature, and that equal juftice may be 
extended to all who have claims againfl the government; 

REPORT-

As their opinion, that the petition, with the papers 
accompanying it, fhould be referred to the CO~ 

miltee of Claims. 
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