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~.SecOITd LETTER to a Friend, 
, relating to the befeat of thePre?lch and Indians 
. ~at Lake-George. 

SIR, 
-'''t.t ~~:lI' ... '&7Jt N I I . 1 OZ' '7'\.?r.. I k1~,;:"';;'~',;H:;t my ettcr to you, re allllg to tle !Jlo-.ul?!eat, 
)" .,'1:"<:'>~.:1;s-.. took a brief N ot:ce of our Gro'UJIl-point exneditiql}; 
~'1; ;r{\~; >:: ,;~ difcovering fome uneafinefs at its having 'beeIr~o 
.;1' ~y:;~:;:;;:a~' long delayed. I am now well pleafed with t. lac 
~ ~I delay; as it hasgivenoccafion to thegreatejtABiol1, 
£ {; ~J~ ._ .... c_ in its kj~d, that eve~ happened in North-America. 
;rever was fuch a battle fought here before! - Never had W~ op­
ortunity. bcfore of gaining fo glorious a conqueft over fo great :m 
rmy!- I gave it alfo as my opinion, " th3t the New-England 
, troops,by rcafon of this delay, would have the whole p01ver of 
f CoJi/(/da to contend with;" in which I happened to make::J ri::;ht 
Idgment. For, the day you publifhed my letter, atl cxprcf arn~' 
rom Genebl John/on, :rdvifing, " that the fpies he nad .tent· 0,. 
, wer'e returned, and bro't him intclIigence, that all Ganada waS in 
, motion, the roads filled with waggons, tranfporting all manner of 
~ flores to Grown-Poi"t, and numbers of men continually going there 
: to reinforce Fort-Frederick:" Upon which the General went on 
.0 fay, " that a large reinforcement was, in this firuation of affairs, 
, abfolutely neceffary on our fide;" recommending it to the fevl!ral 
New-England colonies " to be as fpeedy in making it as might be j" 
md affuring them, " that, in the mean time, inftead of being idle, 
" he would employ his men in building a Fort at the entrance upon 
If the carrying-place towardsLakeGeorge,or,as theFrench call it,Lde 
tI Sacrflment, and liter "t!1::t, dear a road thro' the carrying-place to 
~e head of the Lake, and build another fort at that ilnporfilDttt 
r pafs, by which time he !.Joped the reinforcements would be raired 
Land fent, edabling him tOlroceed on his defign." It was while our 
7eneral was at t~js pajs, an befvre he had built the fecolld fort, or 
~ceived any reiriforcements, that he was attacked by the French and 
Indiuns. Yo. 
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You haTe probably feen his Letter to the GovmtlJtlr.r of theft, 

ralColonies concerned in theCrown-point expedition ; giving an acoouj 
of his engagement with, and fuccers againfl:, the enemy: For it w 
printed the very day it came to hand, that ev-ery one misht be a 
qUliinred with its coutents. And if you have fcen this letter, you m I 
be pleafed with it, and conceive an high opinion of the Genera 
merit. Perhaps,the befl bred regular could not have difpofed matte 
under like circum~ances, with greater wifdom.-· And the vein· 
modeHy that runs thro' his whole narrative cannot but recomme 
him to all who a-re cap:lble of difccrnl~ent.-- })ut as his letter \\j 
wrote fo foon after the aCtion, it W35 impoilible the account of thm 
fuould be particular enough to fatisfy the curioufly inquifitive. 

I iliall therefore give you a fummary AbjlraB of what we h~ 
more lately received, th:1t Imy be depended on for faCt; from whe 
you will eaGI:; be let into a c.lear and jufl: Idea of this whole Mat 
Am~) as JOu will probably expeCt it from me, I !hall hereupon ad 
few tho'ts tending to fet the importo'lce of this cOllquejl in a pro 
light before you; not forgetting, before I nniih, to acquaint you Wi 

the reillforcemem's the New-England colnnies have raifed and fe; 
to guard againfl: a difappointment as to the prefellt expedition.' Up 
which you will be at no lofs to determine, that the burden laid ur 
tbe New-England colonies is, in point of charge, far beyond wI 
they are able to bear, if Great-Britail1does not interpofe for our he 

I have been at the pains to confider lind compare a number of l 
ters, which have been fent from the army, eij)ecially from the offie 
in it, :md thofe among them, whofe Character I am acquainted wil 
I have likewife Iud perfonal cOl1verfatioll wit!'! aGentleman of difl:i~ 
tion, who, a full week after the action was over, was [(!l1t an expr; 
by the Gellera! to this town ; and with another alfo who came a~ 
about the fame time: And "the full! of wh:1t I have collected, I fli 
relate to you under three diviJions ,anfwerab1c to the three ellgogel1lc 
our men had with the enemy. . 

On the 7th of this inil:ant, a number of lvIoha7vks, who had b~ 
ollt as [couts, returned, and informed thcGeneral, that they had ::I)l 

three large roads from the fouth-bay, which they were f:l.tisfied 1:0· 

.not be made but by the marching of fo many confidcr:!Dlc bo2:·2~ 
men, whQ were probably goneto attack om fort at the car!"y·c 

p!i 
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race. The'Get/eral; upon this, difpatched' two expre/fes * that 
~ening to Cel. Bldllchard, the, commanding officer there, the latter 
i ",,'hich I e:urned abom 12 o'clock with this account, "that they 
at.1 both head and feen the enemy, and that they were about four 
;j~cs from the fort." A council of war baying been call'd [he next 
loming, tbe refi~ it V:ZI~, that a 1000 men J110uld be? detacHed from 
~e army lmdcr the command of Col. If/ii/Jams, with 200 Indians 
lder the comn;and of lIclidricl: the Mohawk f?chem, and fent to 
anoy the enemy, whether at the fort, or in their retreat from it, ei­
,er as ',i[l:m:CJus, or defeated.- This was accordingly done, without 
~y lofsof time; :lad it made way for, what I cali, the jirfl engage­
:.::nt. For thisd~t«..:hn;ent had !Jet marched :lbovc 2 miles and an T 
~forp r:" y llflexPc/!dfy found themfelves within reach of the enemy. 
~iJcl/ were nrft'dlfCovcred by an adnnced Party of Indians, with 
fm./) id :It their head; who imm~diatdy fired upon them. This 
've the alarm to Col. Williams, who endeavoured with a number 
~ men to iecure a rocky elllij)~/L~t hard by, from whence, a~ from a 
nd of cafile,he might annoy the enemy. But, as they had inteIli­
n::::: of his march, 9Y a fcout they had fent out, they had fecmed 
roefore, lay_~here in ambu[cade, and upon his approach within fure 
'lch of thc!r guns, they ro[e up, fir'd, and kill'd him, and many 
xc, dead on the fpot. By thi; time the fight became very fierce 
'bothfides. The .advanced party of Indian! behaved with the 
nofl intrepidity; but perceiving they fuould be furrounded, and 
iiroyed, they gave way; and as they paffed by our men, they told 
~m of their danger, and ~,dvifed to a retreat. They went on not­
\thflanding. fighting with undaunted courage and refolution; but 
ding themieIves over-powered with numbers,~nd "lmon encircled, 
~y qLlirt~d the ground, firing as they gave back with confiancy and 
-y. Five or {j~ Hundred of them retreated with fuch dexterity, 
d vigorous exertment, that the return of this detachment to the camp 
!s hereby rendered, in a manner, fafe and eafy. The French Ge­
'"of owned, that we kill'd more of his men in this fight, than we 
'r of our own. And my informer affures me, this acknowledgment 

his was agreeable to the truth of faa.. For he faw himfelf, the 
next 

VIr . . Mallu, the firll: exprefs was killed by the enemy in going to the fort; and 
jenera) Johlifon's letter fent by him to Col. Blan,hard Wili folIDd in the Aid ti~ 
;,11/11"5 Pocket. 
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Jlext day, aridc~unted, l1pw~rds of I 4~ dead bodies in ti1e-placc wHI 
the fiaht firfi began; tho' he could not tell tlie pte6fe nu 111 bet t 

were French, becaufe they had been firirpen by tl'c: Indians, and i 
naked. And btiides this heap, as it were, of dead bodies, he t\ 

me, they were icattered mere or lefs the whok \\':IV bcn\'ccn i 
place where the engagement began. and the C::mp. E l~ further gi 
me'to underHand, that he took out his watch, when the firewas f: 
i1e;,rd at the camp; that he penciled the time; tlut it was precifl 
I I o'clock wanting 5 minutes; and that the rerrelt was net finiil, 
till !- after 12 : So that this retreat, and the fig;ht previous to it, cc 
tinu~d one hour and 35 minutes; fr0m when~e it' appears, that c. 
men were not L';cr halt yin ge ttipg out of the way of danger: For rq 
were dillant from the camp no more than 2 miles and an + . t To I' 
it [eems very wonderful, conlidering the ftlperiority of the enemy 
nur;;ber, and their coming upon our men U!1a1V(freS, th:lt they WE 

not intirely routed. 
Some have found fault with this detachment; lllppofing that tb 

fhould rather have bee-n cut to pieces, than have turned their b:lc 
upon the enemy. But they herein talk wildly. A good retreat 
the next glory to a viCtory. When troops are over-powered wi 
lJumbers, and lmawares too, the trueft courage is difCovered in d 
viung and executing the beft methods to come off with as little 10, 
as may be. ·Had our men been upon equal terms with the cncnl' 
I ihould have tho't they had aCted unworthy of the Name of ple;:' 
Elzgland men, if they bd given way upon any conlideration wlla 
ever. But they had llOW to contend, not only with a large body ( 
regular veteran!, but with irregular troops more numerous lba 
themfelveS. And, under thefe cireumfhnces, what would /;r"'.'[T 
conduCted by wifdom, direCt.to, but to make as good a retreat ~ 
they could. They might have ftood, 'tis true, till they had all be~ 
killed j but, in that cafe, they would have jufily merited tlle Ci"J2 

raCter of mad-men. Tis probable, I own, this r-etreat (at Ieaft j' 
regard of a number) migRt be attended with furprize, diforder anI 
confufion : And it muLl otherwife have been miratulous; as IT':lny 0 

on 
t General J~'mfo1t, judging of the diPtance by the lire, fays, it w;,~ 3 or 4 miles; bu 

my i"former alfures me, he was prefent with the furveyer, whw the diltance be 
twc!:a the fon at the carrying-place, and camp, was accurately lIJe:Sured v;ith: 
chain ; that it was 13 miles ; and that the di!bn,e of the place where: this figit: 
befaD, from the camp, was 00 more than :: miles and an ~ at fu thell-. 
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yonngMen were here, who never before heard a gun fired i1\ 

~ser. Befides, there· was not fo much as one regular in our whole 
'ny, either among the officers, or private men.-Al;ld further, they 
'~re now engaged, not with re..'S::!a:,,! !)!lly, 911! ~1th G~'?!!di41!.! and 
:dians ,the manner of whofdighring is irregular and confufed.-The 
\nder to me is. not that they retreated, or that numbers of them 
ight be difordered in their retreat j but that they lhould be able, 
JlOn the whole, to make fo good a retreat; annoying the enemy 
. the while they were retreating, and yet man;lging their retreat fo 
; to come off with comparatively fo fmall a lofs. Col. Williams, 
,ajor Ajhley, Capt. Ingerfol, Capt. Porter, Capt. Ferra!, Capt. Stod­
'.ft, Capt. McGin, Capt. Stevens, Lieuts. Burt and Pumroy, fell in 
;is engagement, with a confiderable number of our private men. 
fendrick, the noted Mohawk Sachem, fell likewiie, with a number 
i.' ./!rdians. 
t It may properly eno' be obferved here i-when the Moha7uls 
~und their great Sachem dead and fcalped, they were exceedingly 
lraged; furrounding the tent were the French General lay, and 
r{jfl:ing that he lhould be delivered into their hands, that they might 
,;!llp him alfo. It was with great difficulty he was faved from fall­
))1; a facrifice to their fury. Our officers were ebliged to remove 
im from tent to tent to keep him concealed from them, and finally 
)und itnecelfary, notwithfhnding the badnefs of his wounds, to 
"anfport him privately to Albany; where he now is in a dangerous 
ondition, if on this fide the grave. The French han't behaved 

,1US humanly and kindly towards EngliJb Prifoners. When they 
'ear of this and other ciYilities towards their General, and the other 
:aptiycs with him, it will, I hope, make them aJhamed of their paft 
·.onducr, and teach them to treat o.ur people ill a more human 
:;ray, {hould any fall into their and the Indian's hands, while united 
, n.: 
,1 any 3([lon. 

. It was not long after the return of this detachment to the Camp, 
"efore the enemy appeared in fight, and found our men in readinefil 
o give them a warm reception. This was owing to the notice they 
lad of tl1(Cir approaching towards them, and the gradual manner 
fit, occafioned by the above fight and retreat. It might have been· 
~f dangerous confequence, had they fuddenly made an attack upon 
ttlr can:!:,; but ~ we had this warping, opportImitv,was happily 

giveR 
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~}ven uS to throw up a breafl-?/lork of trees (as General John 
calls it); to plant a number of cannon in fuitabIe places about 1 
to take po{fe/1ion of fome eminences on our left flank, under t 
guard of a fidd-piece advantageoui1y fituated; to line our brq 
work throughout with men; and, inihort, to put things in the b 
difpolition,time and'circumitances would permit, to defen'd ourfelvi 
and dcftroy the enemy. And now came on the Jecond Batt!e,perha~ 
the moft furious and rc[olute, on both fides, that ever was fough~ 
North-America. It cpened between I I and 12 o'clock (keeping! 
theGeneral's acccunt)with the fire of theFrench regulars; but in a f< 
minutes, the fire became general, and nothing was heard but the noi 
of gems. This p:1rt of the attack was mofily made upon our left wir. 
beari11g towards the center; and it was principally fuftained by t: 
Conn'efticllt troops, who behaved with great activity and vaIot 
When the French found, upon a long and obftinate tryaI, that thl. 
muft be ddl:royed if they (wlltinued here, they moved to the right; 
our-camp, where the lvlajfachuJctts regiments were poiled ; and up< 
this attack alfo they maintained a briik and refolute fire for a 101 
time, but were fo weaken'd by the warm and dextrous onolitic 
they roet with, that their fire gradually grew feeble, and with 01 
{ervable intermi!Iions: Upon which our bra,'e men,together with tl 
Idians, jumpt over the breaft-work, refolutely fell upon the 
hatcbr..t in hand, drove them off the ground, purfued after ther 
new a great many, and took about 30 prifoners, among whom v: 
Baron de Viejkau, the General of all the troops lately COl! 

to Canada from France. 
This Engagement, with the purfuit, lafted about 7 hours. 0\ 

10fs was lefs now, than in the former fight; but the lofs on tl~ 
fide of the French was greater: According to the beft accounts" 
killed, in this battle, 3 or 4 hundred of their men, officers and pr 
vate foldiers. 

When General J~hnfo"'s letter £irft came to town, we were read 
to think, the French muft have loft at leaft a thoufand men; as tb 
battle was of fuch long continuance, and we had the advantage ( 
Cennon, and a Breajl-work of trees to defend ourfelves. Our Ide 
alfo of the bra'Very of the French was, by reafon of this advat 
ta:ge, very much enlarged; and'it feemeo nothing extraordinary th~ 
_til' army, .ndcr the above circumilances, fhould get the better ( 

rher 
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em. Bllt, from Major Hor~, who C2me to this Government 101ft 
~ek upon an Errand from the army, is one of its officer5, and was 
)cellently aCtive in the late fight; as alfo from another Gentleman 
~o came fince, we were led to conceive more jl1H1y of the matter. 
:ilr wonder now was, not that a 1000 were not killed, but that fo 
Imyas 3 or 400 iliol1ld be {lain in this battle. For their account 
~, " that the b;tttle was fought upon a plain, covered with pitch­
je trees, of yarious fizes, fome fmaller,fomegreater, as is common in 
,~h plains,in their natural fiate of wildnefs,and a thick under-growth of 
',ubs,intermixed with brakes, as high as arnan's wafie; that no part of 
\ plain was cleared, except only the road we had made from the fort 
l'thcCarrying-place to thcCamp ; that the French regulars marched 
r this road, and began the fight drawn up in order; that they kept 
{-ir order but a fillall fpace of time, not long enough to receive a 
i:ond difcharge from our Cannon j and that the battle was now 
.Tied on in the Indian way by the whole French :lrmy, regulars 
~wel.l irregulars, fome fighting behind trees, and fiumps, ;md ()th~rs 
:Jattmg fo as to be defended by the under-growth of 1hrubs and 
,akes." Tis eafy, lipon this Reprefentation of the Matter, to fee, 
;,1£ the enemy were upon equal terms with us, tho' we had a kind 
; breafi-work j nay, as it was nothing more [fo I am inform'd by 
c that was prefent when it was made] than bodies of tress laill 
gly upon the ground, round the Camp, and in many [laces (0 :;'s 

,t ,to touch one another, I am ready to think, they ha the ad van-
6e of us ; efpecially as the under-growth -near the Camp had be­
!,e been cut down for the conveniency (lof the army. And from 
l,nce alfo it will not appear firange, if our Cannon [three or four 
; which were the only ones that could be ufed, and thefe not more 
'1m 3 or -1- rounds, it being to littl~ purpofe to fire them] did .not 
~ them the damage, we, upon the firft hearing of the fiory, might 
: apt to imagine. The plain truth is, after the regulars became 
;'egulars in :he manner of their fighting, there was no great flaugh­
,:: made, ~lther by our Cannon, or random MufiJuetry. The, 
lef ~~eCl1t!On was now done, partly by our men's watching for op": 
lftuDitleS to fire, when they could catch any of the French or Indi:. 
r within full view j for they are mofi of them fo dextrous in the 
~e of the Gun,. as to be pritty fure of taking a man down within all 

t1l1dred y:mh dJfi~nce: And partly, by their ruihini uIWn them,to-
. wards 
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wards the clofe of the battle, and purfuing them, not only with 
their Guns, but hatchets alfo. * 

Our men, after they had entered on aB:ioll, were leafi fearful 
of any ill confequence from the reg/ilan ; and they fuflered kafl: 
from them : Tho' none among the eneruy fuffered fo much from 
us as theft regulars, thro' their unacquaintednefs with the Americt1n 
method of fighting. Few of them, comparatively,whether officers, or 
private men, are tho't to hAve efcaped with their lives. HoweIfe 
can it be accounted for, that the Gmertfi iliould be taken alone? 
So I was particularly informed he was by Major Hort, whofe ac­
COllnt of this faa is confirmed by feveral letters from the army, 
particularly by one from General Lyman. Tis fcarce credible, 
that the chief commanding officer, lind one of fuch importan~e to the 
Frmch interefi, fhould be left by all his regulars, both officers and 
common foldiers,and in a wounded condition too,if they were general! y 
alive. One wO'Jld think, they mult, for iliamc, have kept \vith him 
at all hazards. Thus nmch, I think mufi be allowed to be certain; 
either that they were generally nain,or firuck with fuch a panic, upon 
being purfued by our men,as to be out of the polTellion of themfelve~. 

General Johnfln and Major Nichols were wounded in this engage.. 
ment; and they only among the field-officers. The Gwerai re­
ceived a Ball in his thigh; but he can now walk about, and we hope 
will be able to proceed in perfon in further profeclltion of our delign, 
when the reinforcements are arrived. Co!. 'Titcomb was the only 
officer, at leafl: above a Captain, that fell in this fecond battle. He I 
was fllOt dead on the fpot. And his fall is the more to be regretted, • 
as he was well experienced in the method of battering forts. He had 
a principal hand in the ereaion of all the batteries at Louisbourg, and 
commanded one at that liege, which was known by his name, and 
was eminently galling to the enemy. He went then, and now alfo, 
chiefly for the publick benefit; and his name ought to be tranfmitted 
to pofl:erity with honour. 

One thing more may be worthy of notice with reference to this 
battle i and that is, that among the 2 or 300 arms that have already 

B been 

,. Perhaps the Hatell!:! (a weapon our (l1ttl, W,re aH 3fm~c;I with) is, in otIr way 
of fighting, a more fatal inllrument,"than even the bl'oad Sword, or Bo),met. 
if mana!(ed with /kit!. Thc Indio'" will rcadlly fallen it in a man's flm!I, at 
mor~ than" rud·s dillance. ManY,of our people are eq~;tlly dextrous 10 the 
tnrrAl) of it.; and all our men knoV,:it, uft {() well, that (is' certain death to It 
IflJn t ... b..: w;rh,n Ii.;r'rc:l,h d tl "'0 iiim, when fin::tehed (Jrlh to Ihike witb it. 
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been bro'J into the C~mp, a number :tppearto have been thofe that 
\\ere taken from us at the Ohio-defoat: From whence it is obvious 
to collea, that fome of the Indians, or Canadians, or both, that came 
olf conquerors at the Monongahela, were JIain at Lake-George.­
This was the fate particularly of Monlieur St. Piere, whofe death 
,is perhaps the greatefi Ids the French could have met with, at this 
iday ; as he was the chief commandtr of the Indians, and had moft 
;intiuence to engage them in any deflgn againil the Englifl. 
! The third Engagement, as I may properly call it, was occalion'd 
.!thus.--Col. Blanchard. the chief officer at the Carrying-place. not 
~knowing he they mlr,h need help at the Camp. detached to their 
/afIiflance bct·."f~ll :2 ~.[ld 300 men, momy New-Ham.pfoire, fome 
;·rorkers. under the comll1~nd of Capt. lvlcGiilllis. Between 4 and 
\ 5 o'clock they rcached the place were Cot. lf7illiall1s had been 
~:lttacked in the morning, and there they found about soo of the 
:,~€nemy (chiefly Il1diaIlJ), who Iud fled from the former battle. and 
';,were come hither to refrclh themfclves, [calp our dead, take their 
',racks, and get off. Our men fell upon them with the greaten 
':fury, made Friioners of [orne, killell a grelt many, and intirely 
!routed them; driving them off the ground, lnd recovering more of 
l;their packs than they could carry with them to the Camp. t It can 
, [carce be accounted for, that they ihould be able to accompliih all 
'this, upon any other fuppolition than that of ::he enemy's being d:r­
I~irited with the dreiling they had received a little before, and mul­
'iplying, in their fright, the numbers with which they were now 
',efet. We loil but a few men in this fight. General Johllfon fays. 
~wo were killed, eleven wounded, and five miffing. Among 
'the wounded is Captain McGinnis, who behaved with prudence 
.and valor. He is fince dead of his wounds. The !laughter of the 
:~nemy was very conliderable. The account we have received is. 
,that we !lew near an hundred of them: Thus ended the memo­
irable 8th day of this inilant September. 
" Our lofs. upon the whole, amounts to 187 Engiifoj 126 killed, 
',and 61 milI"mg: Tho', of the miffing, 20 are returned, and probably 

more 
t This engagement was begun near the rlace, where theFrench hadmcampedthe night 

before,andwhere theyhadleft~eir baggage. AccoJdiugly being thus driven olf. 
our people the next day,bro't m 4 or 5waggon loads ofAmmunition,Provilions. 
Blank~ts, &c: And they /inee find. that their flight was fo hilly, and fo 
much ID a fright, that, as they fied,lhey &o,llt thQr bliulktto, bread. and even 
fomt of the fcidps of OIU" men. 
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more bi'this time. I can't learn, that the Idi,l1t! Ion: more th:i1 
from L5 tQ:2o. The wounded are 94 Englifh, and about 10 or 1 

Indians"" The Maffachufttts-regiments are the greatefl: fufferers, ~ 
th~y We(e moft in ailion. Two ot their 3 colonels were killed. an. 
ohe of their majors [another was wounded]. beGdes feveral of thei 
Captains andLieutenants ; and among them,are the greater part of th' 
private men that wcre fiain. The 10Cs on the enemy's Gde was mue: 
greater than 011 our's. We know not the number of their woul1ded~ 
but between five and fix hundred wcre probably fiain in all the ell 
gagements, and it may be yet more; for our people are daily nndin 
deOld bodies. The account from New-York. and AlballY is 700: B~ 
the precife number of tl1e Oain will never be known. The Illdian~ 
we are all fenfiblc. are ftrangely follicitous to hide their dead. and wil 
run all hazards to this eRd. And they have doubtlef3 conce;;tle, 
numbers of their killed men. Weare fatisned of this, not only froq 
tBeir known temper and prailice, but from our having found at leal 
40 biers, [poles with croIs-fticks of wood, haflily put together] b~ 
[meared with blood, upon which,it is fUPJ?ofed,they c~rried off number 
of their fiain. Our people have alfo tound [orne of their concealei 
dead, particularly 4- or 5 Indians in a funk piece of land. ' 

I may properly take notice here of, what I efleem, an excef:o (j 

civility in our people towards the French.- They fent out parties, ~ 
[oon as they could with conveniency,nOt'only to bury tAeir dead,bu 
to bury as many of them as might be withol'lt the knowledge of th 
Ind~ans,to prevent the}r ,?eing Jc{//ped. This I cal.1 a~ rx~eJs of civilit), 
notIndeed confide red lllltfe!f Gmply,but comparmg It With the condu< 
of the French towards llIl. They took no care to fave any of 011 

men, who fell at the fluth'ward, this [ummer, from being Jcalped 
but fuffered them all, officers as well as common foldier~, to hay 
this indignity offered to them by t\l.e Indians: And moreover, the' 
left their dead bodies upon the field of battle, as we have been wei 
alfured, to putrify and rot there, unlefs ~hey were devoured by ~h 
wolves and crows, and other beans and birds of prey. ConGdermJ 
this inhuman coudul!: of the French, I can't but think, we exceedel 

. in oUr civilities to the dead at LaIr-George. For we have learn 
by long experitllce, that unlef~ We treat them as they t-reat m 
we may e);pe[l: ill nfJge at their hands. 

As to the NUT/!hi't of th\.' Fr,:;'(.'J :md 'fiJi,·.,· engaged in this bat 
rl.:', it rc:iiwil1s nill uncertain. In the .LV, li·1 :,(~ Newt-paper, th., 

(~{tj)\1 
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Icame to Town laO: poa, they are [aid to have been 3376. Thl 
account !lands thus. Rel1l1lars, I (26. Militia, 120:) form'd in 1 ~ 
companies, with 20 regul;;;·s in each company. Indian Traders, 300 

.Militia officers volul/teers, 30. Cadets, about 20. Indians 700 

Tota!, 3376. 'Tis evident, I believe, from General 7JiijNau's 
papers, that he bro't this number with him from Canada, thus par. 
ticularlyafcerta·n'd: But whet~ er he left any atCrown-point, or ri. 

:,colJderogo, and if any, how many, cannot perhaps be reduced to a cer· 
It?il'lty: Thus mtlch we may venn.H·c to fay, as he knew OUl: force, 
,tiS highly probabl(l, he came with one [hat was fi.lpenor. I 
i cannot therefore fuppofe, he had lefs than 2 C 00 Canadians and In­
'dian!, befides 5 or 600 re'Sulars at leaO:. Wt; bad about 2 I 00 N~w­
:,England men, and betw~en 2 and 300 Indians. The rea of our 
men were partly connn'd by ficknefs. but mofily left at the Garry­
Jng-place to take care of the fort there. 

Having thus given you as particular an account, as you can re3-
fonably expeCt, at prefent, of thisviRory over the French and Indians, 
I can't, in confiftency with the regard I have for my Country, 
:refirain my felf from going on to reprefent, in a few words, the 
:IMPoRTANCI': of it to the BriliJb Interefi. 

You will, at once, be fenfible of its great Importance, if you only 
turn thc tables in your mind, and fuppofe the French had been 
'ViRors, infiead.:>f our army. 
c Some, by giving a loofe to their imaginatiol1!, have flrangely 
;heightened our melancholy condition, in this view of the matter. 
They have, in their fancics, block'd up all communication with our 
{Troops at Lake-Ontario, and delivered our Governor, who is now 
'there, a prey into French hands j-they have look'd upon Albany 
;tS befieged, and taken j-yea, they have tranfported the enemy to 

·New-York, and entertain'd fearful apprehenfions refpeCting the fate 
.. lOven of that cily.-But thefe are vain imaginations, the imagery of 
{mere fancy; and muO: appear fo to all, who will only call to mind, 
'.what was done at Albany, ConneRicut, and the wt!flern parts of this 
';G,vernment, when it was known, that our army was attacked, but 
'unknown .what would be the iffue. We have been well affured, they . 
iw.ere bea~ll1g to arm.s, an.d w.oul~ ~ave been llr~)~ the enemy, with 
TrIble theIr number, 111 a tortlllght s tllne, h.ld nor nJ"w, of our beiilg 
conquerors rendere,l their itllmcJiare i',IIg,r"t, nee,li e'f:-. 
, But though thd..: t:,,'..:i,·,l C"i)t~'luc:\,:" \\ l'LI1J • .>t have t;L::n 

place. 
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place, bad the Frencb come off viCtorious: yet others, and ~ 
mifchievous ones too, mufl: have followed. Our fort at the Carryi 
place would certainly have fallen into their hands, and toget 
therewith all the artillery, ammunition, and Hores, which had not b 
taken by them at the Camp i-awful numbers of our men mua h 
been flain. and captivated; and, in a word, our whole army roul 
and an emire end put to our delign againll Crown-point, at leall 
this year :~All which has been ha),pily prevented, by its being 
dered in providence, that the viCtory ihould fall on Ollr lide. . 

The pojiti'L,t advantages of thi5 conquefl: are alfo very ligna], 
may be be worthy of particular notice. 

Hereby the diJ;;race that was reflected on the BritiJh arms, 
the banks of the JI,,1()110 ngahela , is wholly wiped away. Were: 
of the EngliJh flain there? A much greater number of Fre 
and Indians (5 or coo) were flain here.-Were the EngliJh re 
lars firuck \\'ith a panic. when attacked there by French and Ina 
irregulars? The French Regulars, and veterans alfo, were fei 
with 'In equal fright here, when purfued by Ne·w-Ellgland Irre 
lars: OtherwifC they would not have fled fo univerfally, and in f 
hurry, as to leave their firfl oj/icer alone, not having a lingle mall 
help him.-Was the BritiJh General mortally wounded in that: 
gagement? So was the French General in this: (he is fuppofe( 
be dead of ris wounds, before this time) Only the advantage lies 
our lide ; for OZir General was carried offby his own men,whereas 
French General was left to fall a prifoner into his enemies hands 

Hereby an happy turn has been given to the fpirits of our 11 

on the one hand; and an unhappy one to the enemy's on the ot! 
Our people, to an obferving eye, were plainly under a deprelfure, 
calioned by the horrid J1allghter at the fluthward, the like whet 
had never before been feen, or heard of, in the Country; while, 
the other hand, the French and Indians were flulht with the via 
they had obtained, and difpofed therefrom to undertake any thi 
imagining there would be no fianding before them: But, by w 
was done at Lake George,this fiate of mind has luckily been inverl 
We are now raifed in our fpirits, they funk in their's :-We go 
in our delign. animated with new life and vigor; they oppore us , 
cou.raged and inti~lIidat('d :-,We aCt ag;ainfi them as conquerors; tl 
:agamlt us a~ bavmg hem fairly beat trom the field of battlc, : 
'iuite f. \me~l. 



( L} ) 

-tn fine, hereby the firength of the enemy has bten gr~atIy weak­
:ied. They have 100: their General, an experienced warrior, who 
j~ putpofely fent from France to be at the head of their military 
~tirs; ~n~ th~y have 100: alfo, together with him, moO: o~ their offi­
:!~s of dlO:mCtion and worth, and a great number of theIr common 
:idiers. 'Tis true, 2 or 3 of our chief officers, and 10 or 12 inferior 
\es, all men of bravery, were flain in the fame field of battle, as well 
I,a confiderable number of our private men: But the 10Cs on their 
',e, with refpeCt to officers as well as common foldiers, is far greater 
\n on our's. Their prifoners fay, their army is ruined. I\nd, per­
:>5, after a aeduCtion of their dead, their wounded, their captivated, 
l'~ir deferters, their 100: and perilhed in the woods, their number 
\,tted for aCtion) will not be more than haifwhat it was, when they 
''ne forth againO: us. This is certainly a great advantage to us, 
~1 an equal difadvantage to th~m. They will doubtlefs, be rein­
Jecu from Canada; but fo will our army from New-England-= 
)d Canada, we know, can't fuppl] fuch numbers of men, a5 it is 

: 'the power of New-England to do. And, by reafon of this effort 
.I, the French, in which they were intirely difappointed, we are better 
,Ie to judge, what reinforcements may be neceffary, and are more 
l:,rmly fpirited to raife and fend them, with the quicken difpatch. 
i And this minds me of my promife, not to forget to give you filch 
',account of thefe reinforcements, as may be fufficient to open to 
u the abfolute necejJity of a large remittance fr0111 Great-Britain. 

:hd to this end, I need not be particular. It might be imprudent, 
'Ider prefent circumfiallces, to be fo: Tho' I may tell you, the 
~neral~Affimbly of this province, who are now fitting, have, this 
r~ek, aCted the part of wife ana kind fathers to this people, in fend­
~ hon:a a reprefentation of what has bee~ don~, ":ith reference to 

,:.s affaIr; and I cannot but hope, and belIeve, It WIll procure a ro­
,;,')Val of that heavy weight of charge that is now lying on us,and muO: 
1~ usinto ruin, if we don't receive fupport from out mother-coulltrJ. 
"I lhall therefore only fay ingeneral,that the reinforcements already 
',pe, ana now going, to our army, will rnakeit a very formidable one, 
??ean, for this part of the world; and the charge, ariling from the 
l' and f~bfifl:ence, [almofl: dQubled ill its coO:, by the difficulty of 
rfportatlonJ of fuc~ a body o.f men, mull appear, to. ~ll w~o will 
trw. thetnfelves.to thInk,h) t"'..l ~arbcy~>ndthe utmofl: 3bdJty"t a few, 
tpr,lDfant,colQrues ; ::5 the;.\' e~"-E;'_'.?t.t ,,) on(;, cCi'lilinlv arc. Th~r 

ar~ 
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are all engaged in tae prefent expedition ; tbey will all therefore need a/Jillan 
Tho' this is emphatically true of thelllajach,if.'lts-Province : 1\or can it be d<lllicd, 
they have the jirJI and 6eji claim [I would not fay an exclu!lve one] to the pity 
help of Great-Britain. They are the Principals in the enterprize on foot, and I 
tbegreateji part in it. But this is not all : The better half of each of the Rcgim 
raUed, this fpring, upon the eHabliihment, under Major Gener.l Sf .. ,..', :, and M 
General Pepperull, were inhabitants of the Majfodmjelfs-Bay ; and the other 
regiments, whicb are gone to l"''''.I-SCOli.l, were almoflwhol(y made lip of men of 
fame Province. 'Tis true, thefe regimepts arc in the pay of the crown.' But i 
the benefit of the labour of fo many men, in their plOper bulinefs, is loH to the 1 
vince ; and furth.::r, the proportion of the ox that would have fallen to their /h 
mull now be taken from them, and fallened upon the other members of the G OVI 

ment ; which, you are fenfible, will greatly increafe their burden. Belides, no 101 

ago than Jalt year we were ~t the expenee of erecting a fort on the banks of KeJ 
'fck-River, urdcr the Coyer ~f 8 or 900 men raiftd for the purpofc, principally \ 
a view to fecure our ~'o;ere:bll's r:,-~hts in thofe parts; the expence of which fort 
its erection, and maintenance to thi, Jay, ~':lS amounted to 'TW? HZll1dl-ed'Tholl), 
P1:mJr, our money, at the lowell CQmputation. Nor is this all yet: As we al 
war, not only with the Indians lleorCannda,but with all the tribes of e,if/,rn Indi, 
(the P~JlObj,-oIJ excepted, again!! whom a!:o we are upon the point of proclain 
"'dr,) we are obliged to keep a con6derable number of our men confiand), fcau 
the woods, from c:afl to 'l.utjJ, in a line of 2 or 300 miles, to defend our out-fet 

. ments againH their depredations.-In !hort, Ont:.jixth part of the efi'eClive men in 
Province are, at this day, in r.ilitary rervi~e; and mQre than double the numbe: 
our own pay, than when we went againfi Cape-Breton.' And if the burden of 
expedition was ju!lly tho't too bea"y for us, much more is this the ~rl.th of the· 
at prefent.-We fiand indeed a fad chance of being an und,one people, if we are 
pitied, and relieved from the other fide of the water.-:Twill otherwife be certa 
impol1i~le for us to engage in aoy enterprize the next year.- We /hoU have r,eith 
heart-difpofing us, nor money enabling us, thereto: 'Vhereas, if we are reimbu: 
this charge, and properly aifured, that any other attempts {hall be canied on at 
expence of the Cr?Wll, it will give a {pring to our vigor, and we thall join heart 
hand in exerting our whole power to promote the fervice of our King in [COUf; 
hi_nd Qur enemies. 

And if we are thus fupplied with money, let the flllthrn colonieJ Jleep on ; 
Ne'lU-rork goverwnent in particular, inzlorioufiy lit Hill, and do nothing t, while 

No 

t Tho' New-rork fuppJy'd only 800 men upon the prefentexpedition (300 of wt 
they did not raife in their own government, being unwilling to lofe fo much of 
labour of their people) : yet when a large reinforcement was found necelfary, e 
a greater number of men than was at 6rfifent, they chofe to lay upon their Dl 

Dot troubling themfelves to faJfe a. lingle man: So that the whole reinforcement 
our anny has been from the New-En:land colonies, who, to their honour be 
fpoken, have exerted themfelves beyond what could have bec.n expected. ,. 
,lain, from the !pirit and condu{/, our fiuthern brethren have difcovered,that if, 
~g 1S done to purpofe againH the French, it mnH be done by New-Englund. 1: 
Ala!l they not be afiifted, in point of mOlley, from Great~Brit(/in ?-Can it, in 

na; 
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,-,-England Governments are railing and fending large reinforcements in ~efenee, 
; 'of t~"1} tcttitories that are frontiers to them, and in the defence of which th~J 
'~aily /hould lay themfelves out to the utmoll:: I fay, if we of the JlfaffachufltlS­
I.\nce, together with the other New-Englaltd colonies, are properly encouraged 
:1hengrhened with money from home, we /hall nothing regard the}lrange condufl 
,,\e fluthem Governments, but chearfully and refolutely undertake anyenterprife 
~~e common good; and doubt not, but we /hall foon be able,\Vithout any alTillance 
:. them, under the fmiles of providence, to bring down the pride of the American 
:.'bh, and make them glad to be at peace with us upon any terms. 
i.~ifhing foon to hear good tidings from our brethren, who, by this time~ we woul~ 
::; are gone from Lake-George, properly reinforced, in further profecuuon of abelr 
:n. 1 am, with ireat Refpett, 

: iOSTO}!, September 

29th 1755· 

Tour o.ffeBionate Friend, 
.nd humble Servant. 

T. W .. 
;). The indians have all lett ourCamp; tho' not tbro' difgull:,but i"compliance 

a cull:om they have Q{ going home after a battle, to rejoice and mourn, as there is 
on for b,th,or eiiher. They palTed thro' Albany with mlOY fcores of {calps,mofiiy 
'h, fafiened on polc,li .. ·and carried alol gin folemn triumph. They feemed highly 
:d a1fo with the laced h{lts and clotheJ, theg''"s, the watchu, the poc/ut-moll,!, 
tl:er plunder, our people were w~ling to let them have for their'encouragement ; 
t very much added to their ple\fure to hear, that Governor HRrdy had bro't a. 
rpreftllt for them from hi~ Britannkk Majefiy. Their return is ex petted 'n 
: a fortnight, with a much greater numbet from their feveral tribes, when Gover­
~ardJ will, WITHOUT FRAUD, in perfolt, in thename of his royal Ma}ler, deli­
~e preftnt to them: Upon which they will rejoin our army. 1 t is faid,and I believe 
\truth, that they deGgn to fend to all the tribes of fIldians in fubjettion to, and ai­
~ with them, toJharpm their arrO'Ws, and come forth to revenge the death of their 
~m.-. The fall of this l-:Jion Chief is a great lofs to us, as well as them. For-lk 
~ ,. an friteu to the EngliJh, as an inveteratc;haterof the French; having too much 
[fianding ~o~ to fec thro: their deGgns, which he was convinced would finally end, 
empldheu. In the reduttlOD of the 1ndia1ll to afiate of {lavery. It was very much 
.g to his influence, L'lat the Six-Na/iQ1I/,notwithllanding the abufts they have fuf-

fromJimze rorkers, have been fo firmly attached to our interell:.-Perhaps, there 
It left, amon~ all the 1ndi01ll on the continent, a man equal to him in policy; and 
jd thej/reng/h and courage of a Lyon. T. W. 

~e of rea(on, be tho't equal, that theft colonies Ihould be diminilhed and impo­
I .iihtl:i, whIle the growth of thejouthern ones, in numper and nches, is hereb,. 
I moted ?--:From the charatter we have of {;overnor' Hardy, and thc fpirit he 
lis already difcovered, we hope New-rork,underhis adminifuatioD will act 1Il000C 
I;e fli.nds to the common Britijh iDterca. - • 
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