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Y Second LETTER to a Friend,
v relating to the Defeat of the French and Indians
.wat La/ze—Geozge.

S1z,

T Ak N omy letter to you, relating to the Obio-Defear, 1

i took a brief Notice of our Crown-point expeditign;
: difcovering fome uneafinefs at its having been 4o
t long delayed. Iam now well pleafed with taat
§5‘ oy :3‘ giel'ay ; asit has given occafion to'the greatq/?./fc‘?{oﬂ,
ZhEwA%E 2 in s kind, that ever happened in North-.America,
Jever was fuch a battle fought here before! — Never had we op-
ortunity. before of gaining fo glorious a conqueft over fo great an
rmy!— I gave it alfo as my opinion, “ that the New-England
* troops, by reafon of this delay, would have the whole power of
i Cuirada to contend with ;”” in which T happened to make a rirht
wdgment. Tor, the day you publifhed my letter, an expref arrgg *:
rom Genetal Fobnfon, advifing, < that the fpies he Had ient”oi:
* were retirned, and bro’t him intelligence, that a// Canada was in
* motion, the roads fitled with waggons, tranfporting all manner of
¢ ftores to Crown-Point, and numbers of men continually going there
‘ to reinforce Fors-Frederick 2 Upon which the General went on
5 fay, ¢ that a large reinforcement was, in this fituation of affairs,
¢ abfolutely neceflary on our fide ;” recommending it to the feveral
New-England colonies “ to be as fpeedy in making it as might be ;”
ind affuring them, ¢ that, in the mean time, inftead of being idle,
* he would employ his men in building a For¢ at theentrance upon
 the carrying-place towards LakeGeorge,or,as the French call it, Lake
“ Sacrament, and aiter ‘that, clear a road thro’ the carrying-place to
sdhe head of the Lafe, and build another fort at that i i
* pafs, by which time he hoped the reinforcements would be raifed
i and fent, edabling him to proceed on his defign.”” It was while our
seneral was at 1425 pafs, and before he had built the fecond fort, or
eceived any reinforcements, that he was attacked by the French and

Indians, You




( 3 )

You have probably feen his Letter to the Governours of the ﬁw;
ralColonies concerned in theCrawn-foint expedition ; giving an acoou
of his engagement with, and {uccels again(t, the enemy : For it w|
printed the very day it came to hand, that every one might be a
quainted with its coutents. And if you have feen this letter, you my
be pleafed with it, and conceive an’ high opinicn of the Genera
merit. Perhaps,the bell bred regu/ar could not have difpofed matte
under like circumftances, with greater wifdom.— And the vein
modefty that runs thro’ his whole narrative cannot but recomme
him to all who are capable of difcernrfeat. But as his letter
wrote fo foon after the adtion, it was impoflible the account of thi‘g
fhould be particular enough to fatisfy the curioufly inquificive.

I fhall therefore give you a fummary Abftract of what we h
more lately received, that may be depended on for fa&t; from whe
you will eafily be letinte a clear and juft Idea of this whole Mat
And, as you will probably expeét it from me, I fhall hereupon ad
few tho'ts tending to fet the smportance of this conguc/t in a pro
light before you ; not forgetting, before I finifh, toacquaint you wi
the reinforcemens the New-England colonies have raifed and fei
to guard againft a difappointment as to the prefent expedition : Up
which you will be at no lofs to determine, that the burden laid up
the New-England colonies is, in point of charge, far beyond wi
they are able to bear, if Greas-Britaindoes not interpofe for our he

I have been at the pains to confider and compare a number of }
ters, which have been fent from the army, efpecially from the offic
in it, and thofe among them, whofe Character I am acquainted wit
I havelikewife had perfonal converfation wita aGentleman of difti
tion, who, a full week after the ation was over, was fent an expr
by the General to this town ; and with another alfo who came aw
about the fame time : And-the /i of what I have colleted, T {}
relate to you under three divifions,anfwerable to the three engageme
our men had with the enemy. :

On the 7th of thisinflant, a number of Mbphawks, who had b¢
out as {couts, returned, and informed theGeneral, that they had fon
three large roads from the fouth-bay, which they were fatisfied co
not be made but by the marching of fo many confiderable bodice
men, who were probably goneto attack our fort at the cerry?

pli
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race. ‘The General, upon this, difpatched two exprefles * that
ening to Col. Blunchard, the commanding officer there, the latter
{ which returned about 12 o’clock with this account, ¢ that they
ad both heard and feen the enemy, and that they were about four
iles from the fort.” A council of war having been call’d the next
lorning, the refiit wae, that a 1060 men fhould be detacted from -
ie army under the command of Col. 2#77//iams, with 200 Indians
yder the command of Hendrick the Mobawé {achem, and fent to
amoy the enemy, whether at the fort, or in their retreat from it, ei-
er as viftor.ons, or defeated® This was accordingly done, without
iy lofs'of time ; and it made way for, what I call, the #r/# engage-
ient. Tor thisdetachment had nor marched above 2 miles and an L
sfore tioy unexpetiedly found themfelves within reach of theenemy.
‘hev were firft difcovered by an advanced Party of Indians, with
Temdyzct at their head ; who immediately fired upen them.  This
‘ve the alarm to Col. #illiams, who endeavoured with a number
' men to fecure a rock ty eminzesce hard by, from whence, as from a
nd of caftie;he might annoy the enemy.  But, as they had intelli-
nce of his march, by a {cout they had fent our, they had fecured
tefore, lay there in ambufcade, and upon his approach within fure
“ch of thd® guns, they rofe up, fir'd, and kill’d him, and many
re, dead on the fpot. By this time the fight became very fierce
' bothfides. The advanced party of Iudians behaved with the
moft intrepidity ; but pereeiving they fhould be furrounded, and
firoyed, they gave way ; and as they pafled by our men, they told
m of their danger, and advifed to a retreat.  They went on not-
thitanding, fighting with undaunted courage and refolution ; but
ding themfelves over-powered with numbers,and almoft encircled,
2y quittzd the ground, firing as they gave back with conftancy and
'y.  Fiveor fix Hundred of them retreated with fuch dexterity,
i;l vigorous exertment, that the return of this detachment to the camp
is hereby rendered, in a manner, fafe and eafy. The French Ge-
“al owned, that we kill’d more of his men in this fight, than we
t of our own. And my informer affures me, this acknowledgment
his was agrecable to the truth of fa&. For he faw himfelf, the
next

VIr. Adams, the firlt exprefs was killed by the enemy in going to the fort ; and

sencral 7obufon’s letter fent by him to Col. Blanchard was found in the 4id de
amp’s Pocket,
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next day, and counted, upwards of 140 dead bodies in theplace WH\
the fight firft began ; tho’ he could not tell the precife number ¢
were French, becaufe they had been firipped by the Tadians, and|
nzked. And befides this heap, as it were, of dead bodies, he 1
me, they were {cattered mere or lefs the whole way berween
place where the engagement began, and the Camp. e further ¢
e to underftand, that he took out his watch, when the fire was f
heard at the camp; that he penciled the time; that it was precifl
11 o’clock wanting ¢ minutes ; and that the rerreat was not fnifk
till T after 12 : So that this retreat, and the fight previous toiit, cc
tinued one hour and 35 minutes ; from whence it appears, that ¢
men were not cicr haltyin getting out of the way of danger : For th
were diftant from the camp no more than 2 miles and an 1 . + To:
it feems very wonderful, confidering the fuperiority of the enemy
nursber, and their coming upon our men #zawares, that they we
not intirely routed. , ’
Some have found fault with this detachment ; fuppefing that th.
{hould rather have been cut to pieces, than have turned their bac
upon the enemy. But they herein talk wildly. A good retreat
the next glory roa vitory. When troops are over-powered wi
numbers, and unawares too, the trueft courage is difcovered in d
vifing and executing the beft methods to come off with as little lo
as may be. 'Had our men been upon equal terms with the cnenn
1 fhould have tho’t they had a&ted unworthy of the Name of New
Lngland men, if they had given way upon any confideration wha
ever. But they had now te contend, not only with a large body c
regular wveterans, but with srregular troops more numerous tha
themfelves. And, under thefe circumftances, what would lrazer
conduéted by wifdom, direét.to, but to make as good a reweat :
they could. They might have {tood, ’tis true, till they had all bee,
killed ; but, in that cafe, they would have juflly meritcd the cha
rafter of mad-men. Tis probable, I own, this retreat (at leaft i
regard of a number) might be attended with furprize, diforder an
confufien : And it muil otherwife have been miratulous; as many o
ou
t General Fabnfon, judging of the diftance by the fire, fays, it was 3 or 4 miles ; bu
my iaformer affures me, he was prefent with the furveyer, when the diftance be
tweea the fort at the carrying-place, and camp, was accurately meufured with
chain ; that it was 13 miles ; and that the diftance of the place where this figh
began, from the camp, was no more than 2 miles and ap § at furthelt
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yotng Men were here, who never before heard a gun fired in
er. Befides, there-was not fo much as one regular in-our whole
ny, cither amondg the officers, or private men.—And further, they
e now engaged, not with regulzrs enly, but with Canadians and
dians,the manner of whofe/fighting is zrregular and confufed —The
ander to me is, not that they retreated, or that numbers of them
oht be difordered in their retreat ; but that they fhould be able,
Jon the whole, to make fo good a retreat ; annoying the enemy
_ the while they were retreating, and yet managing their retreat fo
Lo come off with comparatively fo fmall a lofs. ~ Col. #illiams,
.ajor Afbley, Capt. Ingerfol, Capt. Porter, Capt. Ferral, Capt. Stod-
rt, Capt. McGin, Capt. Stevens, Lieuts. Burt and Pumroy, fell in
is engagement, with a confiderable number of our private men.
fendrick, the noted Mobawé Sachem, fell likewite, with a number
i Iitdians.

: It may properly eno’ be obferved herc ;—when the Mobawks
qund their great Sackem dead and fcalped, they were exceedingly
waged ; furrounding the tent were the Freach General lay, and
Jfifting that he fhould be delivered into their hands, that they might
calp him alfo, It was with great difficulty he was faved from fall-
.g a facrifice to their fury. Our officers were ebliged to remove
im from tent to tent to keep him concealed from them, and finally
sund it neceffary, notwithftanding the badnefs of his wounds, to
canfport him privately to Albany; where he now is in a dangerous
ondition, if on this fide the grave. “The French han’t behaved
aus humanly and kindly towards Engli/b Prifoners. When they
‘ear of this and other civilities towards their General, and the other
aptives with him, it will, T hope, make them afhamed of their paft
ondu&, and teach them to treat our peoplc in a more human
évay, fhould any fall into their and the Jidian’s hands, while united

A any adtion.
. It was not long after the return of this detachment to the Camp,
sefore the enemy appeared in fight, and found our men in readinefs
o give them a warm reception. This was owing to the notice they
1ad of their approaching towards them, and the gradual manner
£it, occalioned by the above fight and reireat. It might have been
f dangerous confequence, had they fuddenly made an attack upon
bur camm; but a3 we had this warping, opportanity .was h;ppily
given
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given us-to throw up a breaflavork of trees (as General Fobn
calls it} ; to plant a number of cannonin fuitable places about |
to take pofleflion of fome eminences on our left flank, under t
guard of a ficld-piece advantageoufly fitnated ; to line our brea
work throughout with men ; and, in fhort, to put things in the b
difpofition,time and’circumftances would permit, to defend ourfelvi
and deftroy the enemy. And now came on the fecond Batt/e,perhaq
the moft furious and refolute, on both fides, that ever was fought‘
North-America. It cpened between 11 and 12 o’clock (keeping
theGeneral’s account)with the fire of the French regulars ; but ina f¢
rhinutes, the fire became general, and nothing was heard but the noi
of guns. This part of the attack was moftly made upon our left wir
bearing towards the center ; and it was principally fuftained by t.
Connelficut troops, who behaved with great adtivity and valoy
When the Frencs found, upon a long and obftinate tryal, that th
muft be deftroyed if they eontinued here, they moved to the right!
our camp, where the Maffachufetts regiments were pofted ; and upc
this attack alfo they maintained a britk and refolute fire for a log
time, but were {fo weaken’d by the warm and dextrous oppofitic
they met with, that their fire gradually grew feeble, and with ol
fervable intermiffions : Upon which our brave men,together with tl
Jedians, jumpt over the breaft-work, refolutely fell upon the
batckt in hand, drove them off the ground, purfued after ther
flew a great many, and took about 3o prifoners, among whom w
Baron de “Dicfkau, the General of all the troops lately corr
to Canada from France, ‘
'This Engagement, with the purfuit, lafted about 7 hours. Oy
lofs was lefs now, than in the former fight; but the lofs on tk
fide of the French was greater : According to the beft accounts w
killed, in this battle, 3 or 4 hundred of their men, officers and pr
vate foldiers. '
When General Fohnfor’s letter firlt came to town, we were read

to think, the French muft have loft at leaft a thoufand men; asth
battle was of fuch long continuance, and we had the advantage ¢
Cannon, and a Breaft-work of trees to defend ourfelves. Our Ide
alfo of the bravery of the French was, by reafon of this advar
tage, very much enlarged ; and it feemed nothing extraordinary th:
eur army, ander the above circumftances, fhould get the bette}x; ¢
) . ther
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cm.  But, from Major Hore; who came to this Government laft
!}ck upon an Errand from the armyj, is one of its officers, and was
}cel]ently aftive in the late fight; as alfo from another Gentleman
10 came fince, we were led to conceive more juftly of the matter.
Jr wonder now was, not that a 1000 were not killed, but that fo
‘my as 3 or 400 fhould be flain in this battle. For their account
» < that the battle was fought upon a plain, covered with pitch-
ae trees, of variousfizes, fome fmaller,fome greater, as is common in
=h plains,in their natural flate of wildnefs,and a thick under-growth of
ubs,intermixed with brakes, as highas aman’swafte; that no partof
s plain was cleared,exceptonly the road we had made from the fort
sthcCarrying-place to theCamp ; that the French regulars marched
¢ this road, and began the fight drawn up in order ; that they kept
fir order but a finall fpace of time, not long enough to receive a
zond difcharge from our Cannon ; and that the battle was now
cried on in the Jndian way by the whole French army, regulars
well #rregulars, fome fighting behind trees, and ftumps, and others
aatting fo as to be defended by the under-growth of fhrubs and
zkes.””  Tis eafy, vpon this Reprefentation of the Matter, to fee,
i1t the cnemy were upon equal terms with us, tho’ we had a kind
, breaft-work ; nay, as it was nothing more [fo I am inform’d by
‘e that was prefent when it was made] than bodies of trees laid
gly upon the ground, round the Camp, and in many places f as
:t to touch one another, I am ready to think, they had the advan-
ze of us ; efpecially as the under-growth -near the Camp had be-
re been cut down for the conveniency of the army. ~ And from
fnce alfo it will not appear ftrange, if ‘our Cannon [three or four
; which were the only ones that could be ufed, and thefe not more
"N 3 or 4 rounds, it being to little purpofe to fire them] did .not
; them the damage, we, upon the firft hearing of the ftory, might
" apt to imagine. The plain truth is, after the regulars became
~egulars in the manner of their fighting, there was no great flaugh-
. made, cither by our Cazmom, or random Mufguetry. The:
ief execution was now done, partly by our men’s watching for op-
rtunities to fire, when they could catch any of the French or Indi:
s within full view ; for they are moft of them fo dextrous in the
¢ of the Gun, as to be pritty fure of taking a man down within an
pndred yards diftance : And partly, by their rufhing uppn them,to--

" wards
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wards the clofe of the battle, and purfuing them, not only with
their Guns, but hatchets alfo. ¥

Our men, after they had entered on adtion, were leaft fearful
of any ill confequence from the regilars ; and they fuffered leaft
from them : Tho’ none among the enemy fuffered fo much from
us as thefe regulars, thro’ their unacquaintednefs with the American
method of fighting. Few of them, comparatively,whether officers, or
private men, are tho’t to have efcaped with their lives. How clfe
can it be accounted for, that the Gerers! fhould be taken alone ?
So I was particularly informed he was by Major Flore, whofe ac-
count of this fa& is confirmed by feveral letters from the army,
particularly by one from General Lyman. Tis fcarce credible,
that the chief commanding officer, and one of fuch importance to the
French intereft, fhould be left by all his regulars, both officers and
common foldiers,and in a wounded condition too,if they were generally
alive. One would think, they muft, for thame, have kept with him
at all hazards. Thus much, I think muft be allowed to be certain;
cither that they were generally flain,or ftruck with fuch a panic, upon
being purfued by our men,as to be out of the pofleflion of themfelves,

General Fobnfon and Major Nickols were wounded in this engage-
ment ; and they only among the field-officers. The General re-
ceived a Ball in his thigh ; but he can now walk about, and we hope
will be able to proceed in perfon in further profecution of our defign,
when the reinforcements are arrived. Col. Titcomb was the only
officer, at leaft above a Caprain, that fell in this fecond battle. He'
was fhot dcad on the fpot.  And his fall is the more to be regretted, |
as he was well experienced in the method of battering forts. He had
a principal hand in the ereétion of all the batteries at Louisbourg, and
commanded one at that fiege, which was known by his name, and
was eminently galling to the enemy. He went then, and now alfo,
chiefly for the publick benefit ; and his name ought to be tranfmitted
to pofterity with honour.

One thing more may be worthy of notice with reference to this

battle; and that is, that among the 2 or 300 arms that have already
B been

* Perhaps the Hatchet (a weapon our men, were all armed with) is, in our way
of fighting, a more fatal inflrument, “than even the broad Sword, or Bayonet,
if munaged with fkill. The Jadiaus will readily faften it in a man’s fkull, at
raors than a rod's diftance.  Many,of our people are equally dextrous in the
throw of i; and all our men knovr it« ufe fo well, that tis'certain death to a
man to be within siir'teach of d-l s:m, when ftrerched forth to firike with i,
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been bro’t into the Camp, a number appear to have been thofe that
were taken from us at the Obio-defear : From whence it is obvious
to colle&, that fome of the Indians, or Canadians, or both, that came
off conquerors at the Monongabela, were flain at Lake-George—
"This was the fate particularly of Monfieur St. Pzere, whofe death
is perhaps the greateft lofs the French could have met with, at this
iday ; as he was the chief commander of the Zzdians, and had moft
Influence to engage them inany defign againft the Engli/b.

| The rhird Lngagement, as I may properly call it, was occafion’d
‘thus. Col. Blanckard, the chief officer at the Carrying-place, not
;‘;knowing bue they micht need help at the Camp, detached to their
“afliftance berrecn 2 and 300 men, moflly New-Hamp/bire, fome
“Yorkers, under the command of Capt. McGinnis. Between 4 and
5 o'clock they reached the place were Col. Z#7:lliams had been
jattacked in the morning, and there they found about soo of the
senemy (chiefly Judians), who had fled from the former battle, and
swere come hither to refrefh themfelves, fealp our dead, take their
ypacks, and get off.  Our men fell upon them with the grearelt
“fury, made prifoners of fome, killed a great many, and intrely
routed them ; driving them off the ground, and recovering more of
f;'their packs than they could carry with them to the Camp. + It can
Jearce be accounted for, that they {hould be able to accomplifh all
“this, upon any other fuppofition than rat of the enemy’s being dif*
{irited with the drefling they had received a little before, and mul-

tiplying, in their fright, the numbers with which they were now
‘befet. ~ We Joft bur a few men in this fight.  General Fobnfon fays,
two were killed, eleven wounded, and five mifling. Among
‘the wounded is Caprain McGinnis, who behaved with prudence
and valor. He is fince dead of his wounds, The flaughter of the
‘enemy was very confiderable. The account we have received is,
that we flew near an hundred of them : Thus ended the memo-
(rable 8th day of this inftant Seprember.

:. Our Jofs, upon the whole, amounts to 187 Engli/b; 126 killed,
‘and 61 miffing: Tho’, of the miffing, 20 are returned, and probably

more

t Thisengagement was begunnear the place,where the French hadencamped the might
before,and where they had left their baggage. Accordingly being thus driven off,
our people the next day,bro’tin 4 or 5-waggonloads ofAmmunition,Provifions,
Blankets, &c.  And they fince find, that their flight was fo hafly, and fo

much in a fright, that, as they fled, they dsopt their blankets, bread, and even
fore of the fcdlps of our men, :
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more by'this time. [can’t learn, that the Trdians loft more tha

fram 1§ to.zo. The wounded are 94 Eng/t/b, and about 10 or 1

Indians,.. The Maffachuferts-regiments are the greatelt fufferers, <
théy were moft in adtion. Two of their 3 colonels were killed, an
ohe of their majors [another was wounded], befides feveral of thej
Captains andLieutenants ; and among them,are the greater partof th
private men that were {lain. The lofs onthe enemy’s fide was muc:
greater than on our’s.  We know not the number of their wounded,
but between five and fix hundred were probably flain in all the en
gagements, and it may be yet more ; for our people are daily findin
dead bodies. The accqunt from New-York, and Albanyis 700 : Bu
the precife number of the flain will never be known. The Indian;
we are all fenfible, are {irangely follicitous to hide their dead, and wil
run all hazards to this erd. And they have doubtlefs conceale,
numbers of their killed men. We are fatisfied of this, not only frm}
their known temper and pratice, but from our having found at lea
40 biers, [poles with crofs-fticks of wood, haftily put together] be
fmeared with blood,upon which,it is fupPofed,they carried off number
of their {lain. Our people have al{o tound fome of their conceale
dead, particularly 4 or § Irdians in a funk piece of land.

I may properly take notice here of, what I efteem, an excefs o
civility in our people towards the French.— They fent out parties,
foon as they could with conveniency,not’only to buty their dead,bu
to bury as many of them as might be without the knowledge of th
Irndians,to prevent their being fralped. This 1 call an excefs of civility
not indeed confidered initfelf fimply,but comparing it with the condu¢
of the French towards us. They took no care to fave any of ou
men, who fell at the fouthward, this fummer, from being [Calped
but fuiffered them all, officers as well as common foldiers, to hav
this indignity offered to them by the Jndians : And moreover, the:
left their dead bodies upon the field of battle, as we have been wel
affured, to putrify and rot there, unlefs they were devoured by th
wolves and crows, and other beafts and birds of prey. Confiderin,
this inhuman conduét of the French, I can't but think, we exceede

“in our ¢ivilities to the dead at Lake-George. For we have learn
by long expericice, that unlefs we treat them as they treat us
we may expe& ill ufope at their hands.

As to the Number ot the Firench and Tudiz engaged in this bat
tle, it remains flill uncertain, In the V.« -2 a4 News-paper, tha

cai
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'came to "Town laft poft, they are faid to have been 3376, Th
account flands thus. = Regulars, 1126, Militia, 1200 form’d in 13
companies, with 20 regulars in each company. Indian Traders, 300
Militia officers volunteers, 3o. Cadets, about z0. Indians 700
Total, 3376. ’Tis evident, I believe, from General Dieftau’s
papers, that he bro’t this number with him from Canada, thus par.
ticularly afcerta'n’d : But whett er he left any atCrown=point, ov 7.
conderogo, and if any, how many, cannot perhaps be reducedta a cer-
ttaimty. ‘Thus much we may venture to fay, as he knew our force,
itis highly probable, he came with one that was fuperior. I
scannot therefore fuppofe, he had lefs than 2coo Canadians and In-
‘dians, befides § or 600 regulars at leaft. W& had about 2100 New-
'England men, and between 2 and 300 Indians. 'The reft of our
smen were partly confin’d by ficknefs, but mofily left at the Carry-
.ing-place 10 take care of the fort there.

Having thus given you as particular an account, as you can rea-
fonably exped, at prefent, of thisviffory over the French and Indians,
I can’t, in confiftency with the regard I have for my Country,
‘reftrain my felf from going on to reprefent, in a few words, the
ImporTaNCE of it to the Briti/b Intereft.

. You will, at once, be fenfible of Its great Importance, if you only
turn the tables in your mind, and fuppofe the French had been
viffors, inflead ©f our army. .
. Some, by giving a loofe to their imaginations, have ftrangely
heightened our melancholy condition, in this view of the matter.
They have, in their fancies, block’d up all communication with our
{Troops at Lake-Ontario, and delivered our Governor, who is now
“there, a prey into French hands ;—they have look’d upon Albany
as befieged, and taken ;—yea, they have tranfported the enemy to
INew-York, and entertain’d fearful apprehenfions refpeiting the fate
Jeven of that city—DBut thefe are vain imaginations, the imagery of
tmere fancy ; and muft appear {o to all, who will only call to mind,
*what was done at Albany, Connefticut, and the weflern pafts of this
‘“Government, when it was known, that our army was attacked, but
"unknown what would be the iffue. 'We have been well affured, they .
were beating to arms, and would have becn upon the encmy, with
trible their number, in a fortnight’s time, bad not tdings of our being
conquerors rendered their immediate progrets neediefs,

But though thefe  funcial centogquences would gor have iz

place,
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place, had the French come off viftorious : yet others, and v
mifchievous ones too, muft have followed.  Our fort at the Carryi
place would certainly have fallen into their hands, and toget
therewith all the artillery, ammunition, and ttores, which had not b
taken by them at the Camp ;—awful numbers of our men muft h
been {lain, and captivated ; and, in a word, our whole army rout
and an entire end put to our defign againft Crown-point, at leaft
this year :—All which has been happily prevented, by its being
dered in providence, that the victory fhould fall en our fide.
~ The pofirive advantages of this conqueft are alfo very fignal,
may be be worthy of particular notice.

Hereby the difgrace that was refle®ted on the Britifb arms,
the banks of the Monongabela, is wholly wiped away. Were :
of the Englifb {lain there 2 A much greater number of Fre
and Indians (5 or €oo) were {lain bere—Were the Englifh re
lars ftruck with a panic, when attacked there by French and Ina
srregulars ¢ The French Regulars, and wveterans allo, were fei
with an equal fright bere, when purfued by New-FEngland Irre
lars : Otherwife they would not have fled fo univerfally, and in f
hurry, as to leave their f2r/? officer alone, not having a {ingle man
help bim.—Was the Briti/b General mortally wounded n #hat’
gagement ? Sowas the French General in this : (he is fuppofec
be dead of Tis wounds, before this time) Only the advantage lies
our {ide ; for our General was carried off by his own men,whereas
French General was left to fall a prifoner into his enemies hands

Hereby an happy turn has been given to the fpirits of our n
on the one hand; and an unhappy one to the enemy’s on the otl
Our people, to an obferving eye, were plainly under a depreflure,
cafioned by the horrid [laughter at the Southward, the like wher
had never before been {een, or heard of, in the Country ; while,
the other hand, the French and Indians were flufht with the vi&t
they had obtained, and difpofed therefrom to undertake any thi
imagining there would be no ftanding before them : But, by w
was done at Lake George,this ftate of mind has luckily been invert
We are now raifed in our fpirits, they funk in their’s :—We go
in our defign, animated with new life and vigor ; they oppofe us
couraged and intimidated :—We a& againit them as conquerors; tl
againit us as having been fairly beat from the field of battle, :

quite rouvted.
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An fine, hereby the firength of the enemy has been greatly weak-
ad.  They have loft their General, an experienced warrior, who
gb puspofely fent from France tobe at the bead of their military
“irs ; and they have loft alfo, together with him, moft of their offi-
#s of diftin¢tion and worth, and a great number of their common
idiers. *Tis true, 2 or 3 of our chief officers, and 10 or 12 inferior
tes, all men of bravery, were {lain in the fame field of battle, as well
'a confiderable number of our private men : But the lofs on their
}'s, with refpect to officers as well as common foldiers, is far greater
in on our’s.  Their prifoners fay, their army is ruined. ~ And, per-
“5s, after a deduction of their dead, their wounded, their captivated,
bir deferters, their loft and perithed in the woods, their number
rited for adtion) will not be more than Az/f what it was, when they
"ne forth againft us. This is certainly a greac advantage to us,
-1 an equal difadvantage to them. They will doubtlefs, be rein-
irced from Canada 5 but fo will our army from New-England =
3d Carada, we know, can’t fupply fuch numbers of men, as it is
“'the power of New-England to do. And, by reafon of this effort
! the French,in which they were intirely difappointed, we are better
le to judge, what reinforcements may be neceffary, and are more

r.rmly fpirited to raife and fend them, with the quicke(! difpatch.
“ And this minds me of my promife, not to forget to give you fuch
1 account of thefe reinforcements, as may be fufficient to open to
uthe abfolute neceffity of a large remittance from Great-Britain.
3d to this end, I need not be particular. Tt might be imprudent,
‘_’;“der prefent circumftances, to be fo: Tho’ Imay tell you, the
Yneralt Affembly of this province, who are now fitting, have, this
?-Eek, a&ted the part of wifg and kind fathers to this people, in fend-
‘; homs a reprefentation of what has been done, with reference to
:saffair; and T cannot but hope, and believe, it will procure a re-
val of thatheavy weight of charge that is now lying on us,and muft
;k usinto ruin, if we don’t receive fupport from out mother-country.
+,I fhall therefore only fay ingeneral that the reinforcements already
e, and now going, to our army, will makeit a very formidable one,
smean, for this part of the world ; and the charge, arifing from the
Sr, and fubfiftence, [almoft doubled in its coft, by the difficulty of
’lnfportation] of fuch a body of men, muit appear, to all who wilt
oW themfelves.to think,to b} f;u' beyond the utmoft ability of a few,
ior,infant,colonies ; as theNer - Enslesd oncs certainly arc. They
are
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are all engaged in the prefent expedition ; they will all therefore need affiftan
Tho’ this1s emphatically true of the Mayachuferss-Province : Nor can it be ddpicd,
they have the fir/? and beff claim [1 would not fay an exclufive onc] to the pity’
help of Great-Britain. They are the Principals in the enterprize on foot, and |
the greatef? part in it.  But this is not all : The better half of each of the Regim
raifed, this fpring, upon the eftablithment, under Major General &7/ :, and M
General Pepperrell, were inhabitants of the Maffachufétts-Bay ; and the other
regiments, which are gone to \:wuz-Seorsz, were almoft whe/ly made up of men of
fame Province. ’Tis uue, thefe regimerts arc in the pay of the crown @ But |
the benefit of the labour of fo many men, in their proper bufinefs, is loft to the )
vince ; and further, the proportion of the tax that would have fallen to their (h
muft now be taken from them, and faltened upon the other members of the Gow
ment ; which, you are {enfible, will greatly increafe their burden. Befides, no lot
ago than laft year we were at the expence of crecting a fort on the banks of Ke;
beck-River, urder the cover of 8 or 9oo men raifed for the purpofc, principally v
aview to fecure our Sovercign’s rights in thofe parts ; the expence of which fort
its erection, and maintenance to this day, has amounted to Tawo Hundred Thou)
Pounde, our money, at the Joweft computation. Nor is this all yet: As we ar
war, not only with the Judians near Canada,but with all the tribes of ca/k rn Inds,
(the Penobfcots excepted, againlt whom alio we are upon the point of proclain
war,) we are obliged to keep a confiderable number of our men conftantly feou
the woods, from ea/? to avefl, in a line of 2 or 300 miles, to defend our out-fet
. ments againft their depredations.—In fhort, one_ffxzh part of the effe@tive men in
Province are, at this day, in rilitary fervice ; and meore than double the pumbe:
our own pay, than when we went againft Cape-Breton : And if the burden of
expedition was juftly tho't too heary for us, much more is this the ‘ruth of the -
at prefent.—We {tand indeed a fad chance of being an undone people, if we are
pitied, and relieved from the other fide of the water,—"Twill otherwife be certa
impoffible for us to engage in any enterprize the next year.— We fhall have reith
heart-difpofing us, nor money enabling us, thereto : Whereas, if we are reimbu:
this charge, and properly affured, that any other attempts fhall be carried on at
expence of the Crows, 1t will give a {pring to our vigor, and we fball join heart
hand in exerting our whole power to promote the fervice of our King in fcour
hissand our enemies,
And if we are thus fupplied with money, let the foutbern colonies fleep on ;
New-York government in particular, inglorioufly fit {till, and do nothing t, while

+ Tho' New-Yor# fupply’d only 8oo men upon the prefent expedition (300 of w}
they did not raife in their own government, being unwilling to lofe fo much of
labour of their people) : yet when a /arge reinforcement was found neceflary, ¢
a greater number of men than was at firft fent, they chofe to lay upon their oz
not troubling themfelves to raife a fingle man : So that the awbole reinforcenient
our army has been from the New-Erngland colonics, who, to their hanour be
fpoken, have exerted themfelves beyond what could have been expetted. ™
plain, from the fpirit and conduc?, our feuthern brethren have difcovered.that if,
thing is done to purpofe againft the Freznch, it mult be done by New-Englard. A
#all they not be afifted, i point of money, from Grear-Britain 7—Can it, in

Ra
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ig-England Governments are raifing and fending large reinforcements in defence,
;gof thoT} termitories that are frontiers to them, and in the defence of which they
*Jally fhould lay themfelves out to the utmoft : 1 fay, it we of the Mafachufetts-
tince, together with the other New-England colonies, are properly encouraged
rRrengthened with money from home, we fhall nothing regard the ffrange conduct
e fouthern Governments, but chearfully and refolutely undertake any enterprife
&2 common good 5 and doubt not, but we fhall foon be able,withoat any afliftance
. them, under the fmiles of providence, to bring down the pride of the American
:.}h, and make them glad to be at peace with us upon any terms.

{Tithing foon to hear good tidings from our brethren, who, by this time, we woul‘d
', are gone from Lake-George, properly reinforced, in further profecution of their
-n, I am, with great Refped,

Your affeionate Friend,

‘BosTON, September * and bumble Servant,

29th 1755,
T [ b 5 .'

S. "I'he Indians have all lett ourCamp ; tho’ not thro’ difguft,but ig,compliance
a cuftom they have of going home after abattle, to rejoice and mourn, as there is
on for berh,or cither. They pafled thro' Albany with mny fcores of fcalps,moltly
4, faftened on poles,and carricd alory in folemn triumph. They feemed highly
:d alfo with the Jaced bats and clothes, the guns, the awatches, the pocket-money,
ther plunder, our people were willing to let them have for their'encouragement ;
t very much added to their pléhfure to hear, that Governor Hardy had bro’t a.
j. prefent for them from his Britannick Majefty.  Their return is expeéted 'n
: a fortnight, with a much greater numbes from their feveral tribes, when Gover-
Hardy will, wiTsOUT FRAUD, in perfor, in thename of his royal Mafler, deli-
pe prefent to them : Upon which they will rejoin our army, 1t is faid,and I believe
gruth, that they defign to fend to all the tribes of Judiazs in fubjetion to, and al-
> with them, to_fbarpen their arrews, and come forth to revenge the death of their
bm.—The fall of this [:dian Chief isa great lofs to us,as well as them. Forde
a ‘aft friend to the £nglifh, as an inveterate haterof the French ; having too much
fltanding not to fec thro’ their defigns, which he was conrinced would finally end,
'Dmpliihed, in the reduction of the /ndians to aftate of flavery. It was very much
'g to his influence, that the §ix- Nations,notwithitanding the abufes they bave fuf-
- from fome Yorkers, have been fo firmly attached to our intereft.—Perhaps, there
t left, among all the Jndians on the continent, a man equal to him in policy ; and
4d the firength and courage of a Lyon,

e of reafon, be tho’t equal, that fhefe colonies fhould be diminithed and impo-
igiflied, while the growth of the fouthern ones, in numper and niches, is hereby
{ moted ?—.From the charalter we have of Governor- Hardy, and the fpirit he
‘ﬁs already difcovered, we hope New-York,under his adminiftration, will a&t more
'kc friends ro the common Brififh intercfl,
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