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.ADDRESS 
TO THE DISCREET' AND WELL-AFFECTED READER. 

SOME Pictures and Rhymes of such very old Times, 
Culled with care from the British Museum, 

'I'he Compiler engages you'll find in these Pages, 

Without going further to see 'em. 

From Alfred the Great, ·and Canute too in State­

Whom the Waters so rudely did dash on­

With a great many more, ( as Pat says) to the fore, 
Who were all of them Persons of Fashion. 

Their Dresses so queer are with truth Pictured here, 

(The long Gown and the Hat like a Steeple) 

Kings, Queens, and Crusaders, and stout City Traders, 
I vow seem a strange-looking People. 

As some People may Prize the short notes by the Wise, 

The Revered and the Learned Old Sages-

Who wrote in the Times of these Singular Rhymes­
Some are seen at the Feet of these Pages. 

For 'twas fancied Discreet, in every way Meet, 

That the Lights of those very Dark Days, 
As Stowit and Larkin, should each Throw a Spark in, . 

The Folks of this Age to Amaze. 

So assuredly we, in the Time that shall be, 

Will be look'd on as we look on those, 

And People will say, without Doubt, " Lack-a-day 1 
Dear me ! what Absurd-looking Clothes." 
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ALFRED AND THE BURNT CAKES. 
A.D. 878. 

"QH D ear! thee'st B urnt the D ough, 
T hou shiftless, idle L out, 

W hile W hittling* of thy B ow; 
I'd like thy H ead to C lout." 

" Ah ! D ame, be less I rate, 
N or think of such a thing 

A s C louting of ye 0 ate 
O f thy unhappy V ing." 

• As Alfred was so employed without the permission of his Hostess, it is evident th:it he was 

not then a "Licensed Whittler,'' althou5h it is certain that numbers of Danes afterwards had their 
Bier on his premises. 



ALFRED IN THE DANISH CAMP. 

A.D. 878. 

,vHEN the Danes (Savage People) his K ingdom took, 

T o their Camp as a I\Iinstrel he came; 

d the Danes could not T ell-I ween-by his Look, 

\Vhat on Earth was the King's " Little Game." 

His l\1usic so Sweet did the Danish beguile, 

And though he Looked Harmlessly T ame, 

He Learnt all he \Vished, and he Showed them Awhile 

How to Play such a nice* " I ittle G ame." 

• The Danes declared that they found it much too Hot for them to call it an Ice Game. 







YE SAPIENT KYNG.-CANUTE AND YE FISHES. 
A.D. 1025, 

YE LAY OF YE LITTLE FISHES, 

- ------ ~-=-::::::::-::- I 

AS O nce on a Time Canute ye Great 
Sat by the Shore in his Chair of State, 

H is Flattering Courtiers said to him, 
That where he Sat we dared not Swim. 
Yet on we came in a Rolling Vave, 
\Vhich his Royal f oes in Brine did Lave. 
As he rose, " In future, I trow," quoth he, 
" 1\o Courtier or \Tater shall come over 

me." 

NoTE.-Jt was the O ' Mul ligrub who, having suffered 
from the encroachment of the waves himself, exclaimecl 
piteously, "Och hone! och hone! ye fish big and tiny, 
and water so briny, why didn t ye LAVE him alone." 



YE OMEN OF GOOD LUCK TO YE CONQUEROR*" \VHO 

PUTTETH HIS FOOT IN IT," ERGO YE ENGLISH SOIL. 
A.D. 1066. 

,vHEN N orman W ill his Boots first put 
U pon O ld England's shore, 

" \Voe! woe!" cried they who saw him Stick 
In the Sand two feet or more. 

" Gee up," cried ,\-ill ; " not ,voe," say I ; 
It proves, this O men kind-

How fixed my and upon this Land, 
T hen-lend me a Lift behind." 

Wt William the Conk -erer was not so called because his Nose was more prominent than "any 
other J\tlan's." 
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YE CURFEW BELL.-YE LAY OF YE NORMAN 
,vATCHMAN. 

I-

A .D, 1067. 

C over ye F ire ! ! 
T is E ight of ye C lock, 

A ll sound as a R ock, 

A sleep and in ed, 

B e each F ellow's ead. 

N o late uppers nice, 

.11 ut leave all for ye 1 ice. 

F or say 'tis ye r ing's des ire 

T hat you put out that ire. 

N on: .-So prejudiced we re they in that time, that it 
appears the Watchmen would not allow any Fire escape in 
their respective eighbourhoods . 



GOING TO YE CRUSADES. 

'{[ INFIOEl C.l.SHE. 

WHEN Palestine, with its H oly Shnnes, 

W as in ye I nfidels power, 

T o R escue then that Sacred Place 

\Vent forth all C hivalry's flower. 

me went for G iory, 

And some went for Prayer, 

And many more for Pretty G irls, 

The Fairest of the Fair.* 

• And m:iny came not back again , but left their Bodies the re. 







WAT TYLER YE REBEL. 
A.D. 1381. . 

WAT RECEIVETH ONE FOR HIS PoLL. 

1'H1S is ye P?rtraiture painted of o ld 
O f W at T yler ye famous 8lacksmith 13old ; 

He objected, ye know, to ye yng's -'oll ' ax, 
And gave his ollector some ugly hacks. 

But ye R ebel at last made far too free 
"\ ith ye Polls of ye obleitie ; 
i\non ! on his own oll doth he feele 

e oyal ace and rr alworth's z eal. 

* N oTE.- This is th e way the row began: "When ye ta x­
gatherer called fo r ye rate, Wat Tyle r got irate at such a higlz 
rate, and tax'd h im with being a Pirate, who need not stand to 
expect a rate, which he would not get at any rate ow, ye ma n 
being obdurate, ye T yle r got desperate, and , taking no time to 
dfiiberate, did his existence (Jb/itera te. ''-La,kim hys Eecordes. 



WHITTINGTON. 

~11[:!~II[] BF.HOLD ye famous C at of R ichard 
W hittington, 

E very M ouse and R at doth quickly P ounce 
upon. 

Y e C aptayne stands in front with B ag that held ye P uss, 
\V hile ye T ar with m:rnners blunt turns hys manly back on us. 

Y e K yng he sits in State ( a · 'l an of goodly mould), 
nd (ye hronicles relate) doth fill that ~hippe with G old, 

-\S ye price of R ichard's C at, to run about hys H ouse 
n<l C apture every at, and likewise every l ouse. 

NoTE.-" When ye Pussy did eat ye Rats Jnd Mice for her Evening Meal, ye Kyng diJ jeHingly 

s.1y that it was only fayn: to have ye cat-sup on ye table."-Frc,m )"e <.:aptap1e hys L1,gge. 
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MARGARET OF ANJOU AND YE ~OBBER.* 
A.D . 1+62. 

THOUGH T hieves arc not over P olite 
A s a rule, we've an nstance before us 

\Vhcre one proved, if needs be, he might, 
O n occasion, behave quite ecorous. 

Q_ueen M argaret said " H ere's the Son 
0 f your K ing, to your charge commit him." 

V hen the R obber at once said that none 
( ·f he knew it) should Scold him or it him. 

Non:.-" As ye other Robbers had taken everything away frnm th em already , perhaps there was 
not so much merit in this Varlet's not robbing them of nothing after all."-H. Walker's Chronicles. 



GOING TO YE ROY AL WEDDING OF HENRY YE 7TH. 

A.D. 1485. 

JIIGHTY, flighty, highty, ho . 
W hither doth my little C ent go? 

T o see my L ord 1\layor, 
H is " F east," or " Show ?" 

N o not to ve " F east" ' . ' 
1\1 or yet to ye " Show," 
ave donned my best I eavcr 

A nd fair bridal h ow ; 
B ut to see our ,,. ing's 1',;" uptials 

'm wending trow. 

NoTE.-" And ye little Gent added that he also 'did don hys Bridal Bow in honour of ye Bridal 

Belle,' whereat ye Noble and hys Ladye did smyle right pleasantly."-Stowit"s Chronicles. 
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YE W ARRES OF YE ROSES. 
A . D. 1464. 

EARL W arwick ye " ing-maker" 
W as a mighty E arl and strong; 

T hough in one mind he never kept, 
A t least for very long. 

A t first he loved ye oses bite, 
.A non ye P oses ed; 

And many obles for such things 
W ere shorter by a ead. 

ow .,. ing '4 enry's ose was bite 
hen arwick's ose was ed, 

And thus upon the ha ;-d "' rnnes 
W ent bis poor oyal e:ul. 



JEAN DE ARC, YE HEROIC DAIRYMAID. 
A.D. 1429. 

IN ages dark, one J oan of A rc 

D id valiantly A dvance, 

A nd P ledged her \V ord by L ance and S word 

T o save the T hrone of F rance. 

T he oes V ithdrew, J oan did P ursue; 

n riumph she R eturned. 

A t last, O h! shame! on E ngland's N ame, 

Poor oan of Arc they B urned. 
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YE CLOTH OF GOLD. 
A.D. 1520. 

A RARE and R oyal \1eeting 
W hen Bluff H al was our K ing, 

A nd F rancis was the L ord of F ranee; 
N o Braver e'er hath been. 

U pon a F ield of C loth of old 
T he mighty \1 onarchs met, 

A nd with C hampayn"* of choicest kind 
T heir R oyal hiLt did wet. 

tt The which did play Old Gooseberrye with them afterwards, and many of )e Cou1tic1s liktv.isc. 



HENRY YE 8TH AND CARDINAL WOLSEY AT HAMPTON 

COURT. 
A . D. 1527. 

"' 0 CARDINAL I O c ardinal!! 
G reat is t'ie R oyal ire., 

T hat thou hast built unto thyself 
A Palace all admire." 

own on his K nees sly W olsey fell 
efore his oyal M aster ; 

" ehold, ~ire, thy Slave's work is thine, 
Yould that he could p uild faster."* 

* Ye Kyng did ever after consider this act one of ye chief Cardinal Virtues.''-Lindsry Jf?r,/sey's 

SC1aPs. 
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DEATH OF RUFUS BY AN OVERDOSE OF ARRO\VROOT, 
ADMINISTERED BY YE ROY AL BILL STICKER. 

A.D. rroo. 

WILLIAM RUFUS had R ed II air, 
H e could not help it, he was F air; 

Il ut yet, I ween, he might have been 
A vastly fairer 1'1 an and K ing. 
1 f he had taken good A .ivice, 
,V hich was offered more than twice, 
H e might not on the E arth have laid, 
Slain by a " Slight i\1 istake," 'twas said, 
A nd not been subject to this J est, 
"\Vhich N aughty was, must be confess'd. 

-" A witty clerke of the day ( who was deep read himself) did say, 'Uowevr r rrr; )e 
before, he is done remarkably hrvwne now, withouten doubt.' "-StCt'Wit. 



FAIR ROSAMOND AND QUEEN ELEANOR. 
A.D. I 189. 

BOWER 

A BOvVL of deadly P oison* and a 
D agger long and keen 

"\V ere offered to F air R osamond by E leanor 
ye Q ueen; 

"\V hich Q ueen did drop a. C urtsey as she came within ye Bower, 
A nd look'd as though at once she'~ make a meal of that faire flower. 

'"fhis story told, though very old, I don't believe is true, 
(f ho' perhaps ye Q ueen did find her out all by that Silken clue); 
But some do say, long after that her C ourse of L ife did run, 
And that R osamond at G odstow lived for T wenty Years a N un. 

• If R osamond had tak en &me, sh e could not have been N un, that's clear enough. 







YE COMBAT OF RICHARD 

SARACENS 
A.D. I 190. 

AND YE 

,vHEN " L ion R ichard" crossed ye S cas 
T o fight ye I nfidel, 

B elieve me, they had little E ase 
W here'er his F alchion fell. 

I I e smote them right from "chin to chine;" 
'fheir H eads Bew every way, 

A nd one stuck on a C ity Sign,* 
And sticks there to this D ay. 

INFIDEL 

* Every fellow knows the "Saracen's Head'' on Snow Hill. But •what the Saracen said on 
Snow Hill no fellow k nows. 



THE FAITHFUL BLONDEL DISCOVERETH HIS ROYAL 
l\t1ASTER BY THE SINGING OF HIS PROVENGAL BALLAD. 

A , D, 119-l-• 

E D ONJON 

F '< E CAST LE 

OF TRIFLES 
IN AUS.TR I A 

BLONDEL travelled E urope o'er to find the C aptive K ing, 
T o B anjo that did loudly 1'wang his voice did loudly S ing: 

W hen he at last began a Song, his heart beat high and quick, 
r o hear the strain continued by his l\.1 aster-R oyal D ick. 
'I hen A ustria's D uke declared his friends must come down pretty handsome, 
And 150,000 1'1 arks demanded for his R ansom; 
So " R ichard of the L ion q eart" once more trod his D omain, 
_A nd his loving folks of E ngland saw their K ing of H earts again. 

I 
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RICHARD YE lsT, HIS FIGHT WITH YE LION. 

A o. II92. 

----

' YEA RS ago, when E nglish R icha~d .·, 

I ) id into a L ion pitch hard, 

And H ead and Sides at once would be on ; 

'['hen, when he forced his J aws apart, 

And from the 8 rute at once "took H eart," 

r hey called him " R ichard C ceur-de ion." 

NoTE.-When Richard did ye Lion's heart seize, ye Princess had heart"s -ease directly. 



MAGNA CHARTA.* 

A . D. 1215, 

IN each of ye B arons K ing J ohn found a r artar' 
\ V ho forced him at famed R unnymede 

·r o use ye c; reat S eal, and to sign ~1 agna C harta, 
\V hich upset his K ingship indeed. 

W hen J ohn, in high dudgeon, had Sealed it and Signed it, 
T hey carefully put it away; 

And although many A ges have passed, we yet find it 
A glorious thing to this D ay. 

* Though he Sealed the Charter, he could not conceal his Chagrin; and while he Signed it h e 
,eonsigncd (in his own mind) the Barons to divers distant places. 
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THE FIRST PRINCE OF WAT.Ee;. 
A.D. 1284. 

THE WELSH GREET YE ROYAL 13Al3E WITH YE NATIONAL "LEEK." 

l N C aernarvon C astle 
\V as born ye Black Prince, 

\Vhose ~uccessors in \V ales 
H ave R eigned ever since. 

T he B irth put an end 
T o much T rouble and Strife, 

A nd the W elsh hail'd ye B abe 
A s ye " P eace of their L ife." 

I 
I 

" I 
I 

NoTE,-" Br.fore this ye Welsh people did :ii ways cherish their high dudgeon :i~Jinst ye 
Er.g:iish, but now, when it did happen that a Prince was bcrn in their Country of Wales, tlit::r 
cxu:ecling joy diJ 'Lak' out."-Linkum D?ddy's l 'hnr.ides. 



EDWARD YE BLACK PRINCE AND YE CAP'I'IVE 
KING OF FRANCE. 

A.D. 1356. 
MoTTO OF YE PRINCE OF WALES, "lcH DIEN" (I Serve).* 

" EDWARD ye Black Prince, 
Edward ye Brave, 

O h why dost thou Act 
Like a Servitor knave ?" 

" I act up to my Motto, 
T o show I've some nerve; 

So ye Beans and ye Bacon 
Q uite humbly I serve." 

• Some people it appears suggested that the Prince's Motto should have 

been extended (from his known Fightin g qualities) to "I Serve-'l.'111-out." 
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US~FUL AND hDUCA'l'IONAL WORKS. 

j v PAPA AND MAMMA's EASY LESSONS IN GEOGRAPHY; or, the 
Elements of Geog1·a1,hy in a new and attractive fo1 m, by Anrm Maria Sargeaut. 
Profusely illustrated, ls. stiff lilovers; or in cloth, ls. Gd. 

THE YOUNG PUPIL's EASY GUIDE TO GEOGRAPHY, for the Use 
of Schools and Private Instructors, by Charles Butler. New etlition, re.arranged 
by Edward Farr. Cloth, boards, ls. 6d. Stiff covers, ls. 

EASY GUIDE TO GEOGRAPHY and THE USE OF THE GLOBES, 
By Charles Butler. Re-arranged by Edward Farr. This work is comprhe1l of 
the "Young Pupil's Easy Guide to Geography," Butle1·'a "Use of the Globes," 
nnd Seven Glyphographic Maps. Cloth, 2s. 

THE GUIDE TO USEFUL KNOWLEDGE; containing. in the form of 
a fa111iliar Catechism, a variety of information connected with the arts, sciences, 
and the phenomena of nature. For the use of Schools a111l Private lmtrnetors. 
Ry Charles Butler. New edition, revised, corrected, and enlarged. Cloth, ls. 6d . 

.t' In stiff covers, ls. 

THE PLAY GRAMMAR; or, ELEMENTS of GRAMMAR Explained 
in Easy Games. By Miss Corner. New edition, enlarg1·d and imprn\'cd. Nu­
merous engraviirgs, coloured title and frontispiece. E111bo11scd cloth, ls. tid, Ur, 
tinted title and frontispiece, stiff covers in colours, 1 s. 

ROUND GAMES AND AMUSING EXERCISES UPON GRAMMAR. 
An Addendum to Corner's Play Grammar and all othe1· Grammarit, Forty e11grav­
ings. Stiff covers, Price ls, 

THE GRADUATED ENGLISH GRAMMAR; No. 3 of Dean & Son's '{ 
Tllustrnted School Books. Twelve e11gravings. Thirty two page's, price 4d. 

DEAN's ILLUSTATED MODERN SPELLING, WITH MEANINGS, \ 
and Reading Book. Coi1taini11g the iuformation of l 'arpe11tcr, with the usefulness 
of Butter, aud the simpUcity of Mavor. Upwards of iO illustratio11!l. Cloth, ls. 6d. 

NOAH WEBSTER's BRITISH AND AMERICAN SPELLING AND 
Heading Book. For the use of St:hools a111l familil's. Upward11 of 150 c11g1 avini;s 
illustrative of the lessons. Strnngly hound in cloth, ls. 

FIRST B_OOK of SPELLING and READING. No. 1 of Dean & Son's 
lllustrnte1l School IJooks, Fifty engravings. Thirty-two pages, price 4d . 

. SECOND BOOK of SPELLING and READING No. 2 of Dean & Son's 
Illustrated School Books. Forty-three engravings. 'Thirty-two pages, price 4d. 

ROYAL NURSERY ABC, and FIRST BOOK; First Class Educational 
J>ap, commencing with bold lette1· and pictorial alphabets, easy readi11g in 
words of two anti three letters, a11d common objects of every day life. Nearly 
400 pictures, stiff eovt·r in colunrs, 6d. 

ROYAL NURSERY SPELLING AND RFADIN G BOOK; a Second 
Book of Educatio11al Pap. Ju which common sense ii1 used to teach comrnon 
ohjects of daily life, by the aid of upwards of 250 pretty pictures. Stiff covers 
in colours, price 6d. 

AUNT _EASY'S PRIMER; or, FIRST BOOK. Containing large and 
small alphabets, Bible alphah~·ts, short wonli1 for spelling, and easy lcsi1u11s. 
Whh 70 engradngs. Stiff cover in colours, price (id. 

EARLY BUDS: a NEW .hOME PRIMER; with very EASY TALES 
in Sp<:lling and Rcadi11g. By Cousin E111ily. Ahout fifty engravings. Cloth gilt, ls. 

YOUNG MAN's BEST COMPANION; a Systematic Course of Instruc­
tion in Correct Pronunciation, Arithmetic, Book-keeping, Mensuration, Mcchaui . 
cal Powers, Geography, Astronomy, &c. By Gcorg-c Fisher. New editio1 
corrected by Edward N. Marks. Cloth, 2s. 6tl. 

READING LESSONS for HOME and DAY SCHOOLS · by Mrs Howard 
lllu:strated frontispiece. Half bound, clotu La1.:k, price Gd. ' 

DEAN &. so~. 11, LUPGATE HILL, LONDON. 


