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AND 
TH6 

invited a Stork 
· to dinner, and being 
disposed to divert 

himself at the expense of his 
guest, provided nothing for the 
entertainment but soup, in a 
wide, shallow dish. He himself 
could lap this up with ea_se; but , 
the stork could but just dip in 
the point of his bill, and so gpt 
no dinner. A few days after 
he returned the compliment, 
and,fovitea the fox. Nothing 
was brought to table but 
some minced· meat in a glass 
jar, the n~ck of which was 
so deep and so narrow, that 
though the stork with his long 
bill was quite at his ease, all 
that the fox, who was very 
hungry, could do, was to lick 
the brim, as the stork slabbered it 
with his eating. Reynard was heartily 
vexed at first, but when he came . to 
take his leave, owned that he had been used as he deserved, 
and that he had no reason to take any treatment ill of which - he 
himself had set the example. 



r;·H £=~· FROG=,:&=i:r;HE, 
~~MO USC r@2@'ID@l 

T H ,ER E was, once a 
great ·emulation· be­

tween the Frog and the 
Mouse, which should be 

master of the fen, and the 
frog challenged the mouse 
to single combat. The 
mouse accepted the chal­
lenge,: and each of them 
entered the lists armed with 

the point of a bulrush. A 
kite, sailing in the air, be­
held them afar off, and 
while · they were eagerly 

bent upon destroying each 
other, this fatal enemy' de­
scended souse upon them, 
and with her crooked talons 
carried off both the cham-
. ' p1ons. 
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THE:·DOG 
A.NO·THE.. 

!5Ht\DOW 
A DOG, crossing 

· a little rivulet 

with...a--piece- of tlesb 

in his mouth, saw 

his own shadow 

represented · in the 

clear mirror of the 
.......__,--,_ 

limpid stream. Be­

lieving it to be an- , 

other dog, who was 

~rrying another 

piece of flesh, he 
I 

snatched at it ; but. 

so far from_ getting­
anything by his 

greedy design, he 

dropped the piece 

he had in his mouth, 

which immediately 

sank to the bottom, 

and was losL 

1T 

52 



COUNTRY Mouse entertained 
at his hole, one •day, a fine 
Mouse of the town, and set 
before him a reserve of deli­
cate peas and bacon, a dish 

of fine oatmeal, some parings of new cheese, 
and a remnant of a charming mellow apple. 
He forbore to eat any }:iimself, lest the stranger 
should not have enough, but sat and nibbled 
a piece of barley straw. At last, says the 
town gentleman, "Old crony, give me leave 

. to-b(;! a little free with.you. How can you. 
bear to live in this na!itY, dirty, melancholy 
hole, with nothing but woods, and meadows, 
and mountains, and rivulets about you? Do 
you not prefer the conversation of the world 

. to the chirping of birds ·; and the splendou_r 
of a 'court to the rude aspect of an unculti­
vated desert? Come, take my' word for it, 
you will find it a change for the bette7. Never stand considering, but away this · 
moment. RememJ:>er we are not immortal, 

· and therefore· we have no time to lose. 
Make sure of to-day, and spend. it as agree­
ably · as you can, you know not what may 
happen to-morrow.'' · In short, his arguments 
prevailed, and his country acquaintance 

.resolved to go to town that night. So they 
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r 
set out upon their journey. ~- About midnight 
they crept stealthily into a certain great house, 
where th~re had been an extraordinary enter­
tainment the day before, and several titbits 
which some of the servants had 'purloined were 
hid under the seat of a window. The country 
guest was immediately placed in the midst of­
a rich Persian carpet, and now it wa.s the 
courtier's turn to entertain. He acquitted him­
self with the utmost address, changing the 
courses as elegantly, and tasting everything 
first as judiciously as any clerk of the kitchen . 
The other sat and enjoyed himself like a 
delighted epicure, tickled to the last degree 
with this new tum of his affairs . On a sudden, 
a noise of somebody opening the. door made 
them start from their seats, and scuttle in con­
fusion about the dining-room. Our country 
friend was ready to d\e with fear at the bark­
ing of a huge mastiff or two, which .opened 
their throats at the same time, and made the 
whole house echo. At last when quiet was . 
restored, the country m9use stole from his 
hiding-place, and .hastily bade his friend fare­
well .. If this be your town life," says _he, 
"much good may it do you ; give me my 

'. poor quiet hole aga.m., with my gray peas and 
oea.ce of mind." 

'< 
'W.J.M, 
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A HARE jeered at a . Tortoise upon account 
of his slowness, and boasted of her own 

great speed in running. " Let us make a 
match," replied the tortoise. " I '11 run with 
you five miles, for· five pounds, and the fox 
yonder shall be the umpire." The hare agreed, 
and away they both started together; but the 
hare, by reason of her excee1ing swiftness, 
outran the tortoise to such a degree, that she 
ma.de a jest of the matter, and finding herself 
a little tired, squatted in a tuft of fern that grew 
by the way, and. took a nap, thinking that if the 
tortoise W<!r:tt by, she could at any time f et_ch 
him up with all ease. Meanwhile the tortoise 
came jogging on with slow but continued 
motion, passed the hare, and arrived at the 
end first. Thus the hare lost the 
race through too great 
security and 

victory. 



ff ST AG drinking at a dear spring, saw 
. himself reflected in. the water, and 

stood for some time contemplating his 
shape and features, from head to foot. 
"Ah!" says he, "what a glorious pair of 
branching. horns ! how gracefully those 
antlers hang over my forehead, and 
beautify my whole face! 0, that the 
other parts of my body were but propor­
tionate to them ! But I have a set of 
such · w~¼, and slender legs that l am 
ashamed" to see. inem/' While he · was 
giving himself these airs, he was alarmed 
with the noise ·of a pack of hounds, that 
had just been laid upon the ·-scent, and 
were making · towards hi[!l. Away he 
went, and, bounding nimbly over the 
plain, threw-- cogs and · men at a vast 
distance behind. But presently, entering 
a very thick copse, he had the m · luck 
to be entai1gled by fiis horns in a thicket, 
where he was held fast till the hounds 
came in and pulled· him down. In the 
pangs of death. he uttered these words :­
" U nh.appy· creature that I am ! I ~ee 
too late that what I prided myself in · 
has been the cause of my undoing; a~d · 
the things which I so much disliked 
were the only awans that could have 
saved me.• 
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ti€ IOX:WITHOUTA: TAI t 
FOX being caught in a steel trap by 

A his tail, was glad to compound for his 
escape with the loss of it; but upon com­
ing abroad into the world, began to · be so 
sensible of th~ disgrace such a 0efed would 
bring upon him, that he almost wished he 
had died rather than left it behind him. 
However, to make the best of a bad matter, 
he called an assembly of the foxes, . and 
proposed it for their imitation, as a fashion 

which would be very agreeable , and becom­
ing. When they came together he made a 
long harangue upon the unprofi~ableness of 
tails in gei:ieral, _and the awkwardness and 
inconvenience of a fox's tail in p articular; 
adding, that it would be both more graceful 
and more expeditious to he altogether with· 

out th~m ; and that, for his part, what he 
had only conjectured before, experience 
now proved to him, that he never enjoyed 
himself so well, and found himself so easy _ 

as he had done since he cut -off his tail· 
He said no more, but looked about him 
with a brisk air. A sly old thief in the 
company, who understood trap, answered 
him with a leer, "I believe you may have 
found it convenient to partwithyour1:ail, 

and when we are in the same circum7 

stances perhap~ we/ may do so too. " 
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TttE.·TOX• WITH OUT• A• TAI I!. ~.ij.M,. 
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THE:WOLF-ANO:fHE..·L~M B ·· 

AWOLF and a Lamb happened to come at wolf to herself. "Be that as it will," replies 
the same time to quench their thirst in the wolf, '' I have been told that you -called 

the stream of a brook that ran tumbling down ·me bad names about half a year ago." 
the-side ·o(..a hill. The wolf stood upon the .. Upon my word," says the lamb, "I was 
higher g~ound, and the lamb at some dist~nce not ~orn half a year ago." The wolf, find-

.... 
, .. · ,\'~~ ,, 

/ )1111 ; · 

_./ f' . ·" .... / ., \~ . 
( 

w.J. 

down the current The wolf having a mind ing it to no purpose to argue. any longer, fell 
to pick a quarrel with the lamb, asked her into a great passion, snarling and foaming at 
what she meant by disturbing the water, and the mouth, as if he had been mad. "Sirrah," 
making it so qrnddy that he could not drink? shouted he, « if it was not you, it w~s your 
The lamb told him, in a tone as mild as pos- father, and that's alLone." So he seized the 
sible, that she coulc;l . not conceive how that poor: innocent helpless lamb, and tore her to 
could be, since ~h,e water ran down from the pieces. 
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A HUNGRY Fox chanced 
to come into a vineyard, 

where hung branches of charm­
ing ripe ,grapes. But they 
were nailed Lip to a trellis ,so 
high, that he leaped till he 
quite tired himself, without 
being able to reach one of 
them. At last, " Let who will 
take them,'' says he; "they 
are sour, so I'll even let them 
alone.' 

~lW·J•/V\~ 



~ DOG was lying in a mang~r full of 
~ hay; an Ox, being hungry, came near, 

and wished to eat of the hay; but the en­
vious, ill-natured cur, getting up and snarl­
ing at him, would not suffer him to touch it. 
"Evil-disposed wretch!" said the ox; "thou 
wilt neither eat the hay thyself. nor suffer 
others to do it." 
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THE Boar stood whetting 
his tusks against an old 

tree. The Fox, who happened 
to come by, asked him why ..,..a.l'l,,r. 
he made those warlike prepa- -'ft(·-.,.. 
rations when there was no 
enemy near? "That may 
be, master Reynard," says 

"'1111111~ the boar ; " but we should 
......--~""-"' scour up our arms while we 

ha_ve leisure; in time of dan­
ger we shall have something 
else to do." 
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