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THE SECOND

Chapter of Accidents.

! Raatei -~ 2
The enraged Bear.

A FEW years fince, the crew
of a fhip, in a boat, belonging
to the whale fithery, fhot at a
bear, at a fhort diftance, and
wounded it.  The animal,
greatly enraged, {wam towards
the boat, and attempted to get
on board, by placing its fore
foot on the gunnel; being re-
pulfed with a hatchet, it conti-
nued to {wim after them till
CHAP, I, A



they arrived at the fhip, when
‘it 1mmediately afcended the
deck: as the crew had fled
into the fthrouds, it was purfu-
ing them thither, when a fhot,
from one of them, laid it dead -
upon the deck. '

Of the Humming Bird.

Of all the birds that flutter
in the garden, or paint the
land{cape, the humming bird
1s the moft pleafant to look
upon, and the moft inoffenfive.

Of this there are {ix or {feven
varieties, from a {mall wren
down to that of a humble

bee. A bird not o big as



the end of one’s little finger,
would probably be {uppofed
but a creature of fancy, were
it not feen in infinite numbers,
and as frequent as butterflies
in a fummer’s day, {porting in
the fields of America, from
flower to flower.

Soon as the {un has rifen,
they are {een fluttermg about
the flowers, without ever light-
ing upon them. Their wings
are in fuch rapid motion, that
their colours are not difcern-
ed but by their glittering;
this motion caufes a humming
found, from whence they are
named. Furnifhed with a forky
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tongue, that enters the cup of
the flower, they draw forth its
{weets, and on this alone they
exift.

The nefts of thefe birds are
not lefs curious than them-
felves ; they are fulpended in
the air, at the points of the
twigs of an orange, a pome-
granate, or a citron tree,

A traveller, 1n America,
found the neft of a humming
bird, at a time when the young
ones were about two weeks
old; he placed them in a cage
at the chamber window, where
too the old ones came and fed
their brood every hour in the



day. By thefe means they
themlelves grew o tame, that
they feldom quitted the cham-
ber, living with the young
‘ones. :

All four have frequently
‘come to perch upon their maf-
ter’s hand, chirruping as if they
‘had been at liberty; he fed
them with a pafte made of
wine, bifcuit, and fugar. In
.this manner they hved w ‘ith
him about f{ix months, flying
in and out as they thought
proper; but, one night, forget-
‘ting to tie up their cage to the
ceiling, they were de ftroyed by
the rats.
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. Of the Vulture.

This bird 1s of fingular fer-
vice in Egypt, fo that no per- -
fon 1s permitted to deftroy
them at Grand Cairo. The
fervice they render the inhabit-
ants 1s, the devouring the car-
rion and filth of that great city,
which might otherwife corrupt
the air.  With the wild dogs
of that country, they are often
to be {een eating a carcafe very
deliberately; this odd affocia-
tion produces no quarrels, the
beafts and birds live amicably
together. This 1s more to be
admired, as both are very rapa-
cious, lean, and bony.



KingWilliam the Second was
one day hunting in the New
Foreflt of Hampfthire, when he
was fhot by an arrow, that Sir
Walter Tyrrel, his great favou-
rite, difcharged at a deer: the
arrow glanced from atree {truck
the king to the heart, and he
dropped down dead inftanta-
CHAP, II, B



neoully. The innocent author
of his death was fo terrified at
the accident, that he put {purs
to his Lhorle, made all the halte
he could to the fea-fhore, and
embarked for France.

Little George.

A tradefman in London, who
had a numerous family of child-
ren, was much at a lofs “fora,
proper place for themto playin:
he, however, permitted them
fome times to play mn a large
court adjoining to hishoufe,giv-
ing them a {irict charge not to
gooutofit. The youngeft boy,
George,near fouryears old,had



been newly clothed m breeches,
and the alteration in his drefs
gave him nofmall pleafure : de-
firous of fhewing himfelf to all
his little friends, he left the
court.: In his hafte, heiran

againftachimney-fweeper, and,
in {triving toavoid the footy lad,
he fell into the kennel. The
{weeper wasalad of compalflion,
and {foonhelped him up,begged
he would not cry, and began to
hug and embrace him to keep
him quiet. All this time George
thought nothing about his new
clothes being daubed: but no
{fooner had his black friend left
him, than he found himl[elf not
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only dirty by his fall in the ken-
nel, but very much footed by
the embraces of the {weeper.
This was i confequence of
leaving the place afligned him
to play in: but fo pitiful was his
countenance, and {o fenfiby did



he feem to feel the effeéts of
his fituation, that his parents
could not, in reafon, beat him,
believing he was fincerely {orry
for what had happened.

_ At night, however, George
did not fbrget the ations of the
day : when helaid himfelf down
to {leep he remembered the
fweeper, and, in about an hour
after, the family were alarmed
by his calling out, when, upon
going to fee what was the mat-
ter with him, he was fitting up
in bed, faying, “I thought the
little black boy was here.”
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The Boy and the Buchet.
Inacountry village, fome few
yearsfince,therewasawellupon
the common, for the ufe of the
inhabitants: a little boy, on a
vifit to his friends there, and to
whom a well was a new thing,
went with his fifter to fee it:
the bucket, at that time, hap-
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pened to be drawn up to the
top of the well, and he ven-
tured to ftand up in it; the
weight of his body foon fet the
bucket in motion, and he very
gradually defcended to the bot-
tom of the well, holding by the
rope. A farmer’s man, at fome
diftance, perceiving the handle
of' the winch to turn round,
and {eeing no perfon near to
1t, he came to examine into the
caufe, when, hearing the cries
of the little boy in the well, he
wound up the bucket and fav-
ed the child from a watery
grave,

O
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Of the Scallop, Se.

“The fcallop is a fhell fifh
of the oyfter kind, and remark-
able for its method of moving
itfelf. When deflerted by the
‘tide, it firlt gapes with its fhell
“as widely as it can, the edges
being often an inch afunder,
then 1t fhuts them with a jerk,
and by this the whole animal
rifes five or {ix inches from the
ground ; thus it tumbles for-
ward, renewing the effort tll
it reaches the water. When
there, it fupports itfelf on the
furface, and by opening and
fhutting its fhells, it tumbles
forward at eafe.



The razor fhell has a very
different kind of motion, hav-
ing only the power of finking,
or rifing, in foft fand. The
fhape of this animal refembles
nothing {o much as the haft of
arazor, and it was never known
to leave the {pot where it was
firt planted. From time, to-
time it rifes about half way out
of its hole, but, if difturbed,
finks down again. Over the
place where it lies there is a
{mall hole, through which the
animal breathes, or imbibes the
lea water; thefe holes are
known to the filhermen, at.Jow
water, who entice the razor up
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by fprinkling a little falt there-
in; this melting, and reachmg
the razor below, it rifes in-
ftantly, and fhews half 1its
length above the furface. This
appearance 1s for a very fhort
time, and if the fither does not
{cize it foon, it buries itfelf to
its former depth. There 1t
continues fecure; no {alt can
allure it a fecond time; but 1t
remains unmolefted, unlefs the
fither will be at the trouble of
digging it out, {ometimes two
feet below the {urface.

Even oylters have the power
of movirg themfelves occafion-
ally; for, if they be thrown



irregularly into a veflel of wa-
ter, they will, in a while, turn
themfelves till the fmooth {hell
becomes uppermoft, otherwife
they would hold no water in -
the concave thell to fubfift on.
Mufcles have been feen to walk
on the,ground, as water-fnails

do”

a

Cautions to Walkers in the Streets
of London.

When the wall is at one’s
right hand zake 7¢; when our
left 1s neareft the wall gue 1,
Never take the wall of a loaded
porter; fome perfons have had
their heads bruifed, and many
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narrowly efcaped being hurt.
Endeavour to pafs on the left
hand of every perfon you meet,
this practice renders walking n
London more eafy than here-
tofore; for when it was the
cuftom to give the wall to our
betters, or take the wall of our
inferiors, it was very trouble-
fome walking. But neverdrive
any perfon rudely from the
wall ; yet fuch as are fond of
keeping by the fide of it, will
find a great convenience 1n
keeping on that fide of the
fireet which has the wall on
therr right hand,



Never turn haftily round the
corner of a ftreet, by this fome
have been greatly hurt. One
young woman, in {o doing, ran
againft a porter’sload, and near-
ly loft one of her eyes by the
blow fhe received : but this was
partly owing to the porter not
being in his proper place, for
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he was clofe to the wall, when
he {hould havebeen the farthef?
from it.

Avoid a crowd as much as
may be; yet, when accidents
occur, endeavour to aflift the
afflicted, 1f practicable ;—when
not fo, retire.

Never look backward and
continue walking forward ;
fome perfons have received
violent blows by fo doing.

Strangers fhould enquire at
houfes, or fhop-keepers, for
any place they may want to
find, and not of perfons in the
fireet.



The playful Tiger.

A young tiger was brought
over, a few years fince, in the
Pitt Eaft India fhip, which ad-
mitted every kind of play to be
uled by the men and boys on
board. It fometimes {lept in
the hammocs with the {ailors,
and would allow two or three
of them to repofe their heads
upon 1ts back, whillt it.lay
ftretched out to {leep on the
deck. It would climb about
the fhip like a cat, and play
with a dog, that was on board
the fhip, 1n a diverting manner.,
When the fhip came into the
river Thames, a poor woman
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went on board to {ell ginger-
bread and cakes: the fmell of
thefe things brought :th;eytiger
to the {pot, and he jumped on
her fhoulders, like a cat, took
fome of the cakes, and retired
without hurting the woman,



though fhe was greatly fright-
ened. Not long after, fome of
the failors had bought a piece
of frefh beef, one of whom was
for ftewing it, whilft otherswere
for roafting it; but before the
difpute was fettled, the tiger
had taken it away and eaten It

All in the Water.
A little boy, who was very
“fond of drawing his two fifters
in a chaile, was one day run-
ning,ata greatrate,ona gravel
walk in the garden, when, go-
ing rather too near the ﬁde of

a fifh- pond he found himfelf
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e, with all his endeavours,
to {top the chaife time enough
to prevent 1ts falling into the
water, and, being on a deeli-
vity and loﬁng his balance,
they all fell in. The pond
was not very deep, and they
got out unhurt, though very
much Wetted




The Escape.

William Hewet, a cloth-
worker of London, lived on
LondonBridgeintheyear 1530,
and as his maid fervant was
diverting his child on the edge
of an open window, it {lipped
out of her hands and fell into
the Thames! His apprentice,



whole name was Ofborn, im-
mediately jumped out of the
{hop-window into the river af-
ter the child; and to the great
joy of many fpettators brought
it fafe on fhore. Her father be-
came rich, was knighted,and af-
terwards chofen lord mayor of
London. When his daughter
arrived at the age of maturity
{he had many fuitors, among
whom was the Earl of Shrewf-
bury ; but her father rejetted
every offer, and gratefully be-
trothed her to Ofborn, who had
{aved her life at the hazard of
his own: he was the anceftor of

the Duke of Leeds.



Cruelty punished.
All animals {feem to know
their enemies, and to avoid
‘them at the fame time. Inftintt,
indeed, may teach the moufe to
run from the cat, but what is the
principle that teaches the dog



to attack thedog-butcher where-
ever he finds him? Dr. Gold-
{mith fays, “I have feen a poor
{ellow, who made a practice of
ftealing dogs for their {kins,
purfued by all the bolder dogs
of the village, whilft the weaker
- flew from him with affright.”

Dr. Percival, in his moral
tales, {ays, “ A pack of hounds
were kept long without fuffi-
cient food, to render them more
eager for the chace, and were
frequently lafhed by their keep-
er, who one day entering the -
kennel without his whip, they
all flew upon him and tore him
to pieces.”



« The Penrith Dog, Feb. 13, 1775.

““ As the fon of Mr. Bouftead,
of Great Salkeld, was thepherd-
ing upon Great Salkeld com-
mon, he had the misfortune to
fall and break his leg; he was
then three miles from home, no
perfon within call, and evening
approaching. At a moment
when diftra¢tion was moft like-
ly to overcome the powers of
reafon and reflettion, he folded
one of his gloves in his hand-
kerchief, which he tied round
the neck of the dog, and or-
dered him home.

“The dogs which are train-



flock, are known to be under
admirable fubjeftion to the
commands of their mafters,
The animal fet off, and when
arrived at the houfe, feratch-
ed at the door for admittance,
The young man’s parents were
alarmed at his appearance, and



more elpecially when they took
off and unfolded the handker-
chief. Concluding, beyond a
doubt, that fome accident had
befallen- their fon, they inftant-
ly went in fearch of him. The
dog needed no invitation. Ap-‘
parently {enfible that the chief
part of his duty was yet 1o be
performed, he led the way, and
condufled the anxious parents
to the {pot where their fon lay.
Happily this was effeted be-
fore night came on! the young
man was brought home, and
the neceffary aid being procur-
ed, he is in a fair way of reco-
very.”—New Annual Regufler.



The Animal Flower.

- On the north fide of the
Ifland of Barbadoes, which is
in the Weft Indies, there is a
cave in a rocky cliff, which
contains a . bafon of water.
In the midft of this balon is a
rock, always covered with wa-
ter, on the fides of which, and
a few inches below the furface,
are feen, at all feafons of the
year, iffuing out of little holes, .
what have ‘the appearance of
finely radicated flowers, in {ize,
colour, and fhape like a mari-
gold.  Whoever attempts to
pluck one of thefe will find,-



that when their fingers come
within two or three inches of
1t, it contrafts, clofes up 1ts
border, and {hrinks back mto
the hole of the rock; but 1f
left undifturbed for a few mi-
nutes, it iffues again, and foon
appears in full bloom. This
might induce one to believe,
that it was no other than an
aquatic fenfitive plant; but, on
a clofe infpettion, four dark-
coloured filaments may be dif-
cerned rifing from the centre,
moving with a quick and fpon-
taneous motion, and frequently
clofing to feize its prey, much
like the claws of a lobfter, {o



that the feeming flower is real-
ly an animal; and its body,
which appeared to be the flalk
of the flower, 1s black, and
about the fize of a raven’s
quill. It feems that the vivid
yellow colour of its feelers is
: neceflary to procure its food.
The water, in the cave, having
no motion, cannot bring any
food to them. Therefore, the
Creator has endued this crea-
ture with a quality which may
allure ats prey ; for bright co-
lours mvite many aquatic ani-
mals, as the flame of a candle
does moths or flies,



A Person Speaks without a Tongue.

«“ A child, in Effex, {ome
years ago, had her tongue cut
out, by reafon of an incurable
canker; fhe was then three
years old. Twenty years after,
it was reported {he-was able to
{peak; to be fatisfied thereof,
Mr. Benj. Boddington, Turkey
merchant, of Ipfwich, with two
other gentlemen, went to Wick-
ham Market, where the young
woman then lived, whofe cafe
they thus defcribed: ¢ We
have this day been to Wickham
Market, to fatify ourlelves con-
cerning Margaret Cutting. We



examined her mouth with the
greateft exaétnefs, but found
no part of her tongue remain-
ing. Notwithftanding this, fhe
fwallowed both folids and fluids
as well as we could do, and
in the fame manner. Xeca,
and fhe talked as fluently as
other perfons do: fhe pro-
nounced letters and {yllables
very accurately, even thofe
which feem to need the help
of the tongue, as d, I, t, w.
She read to us in a book dif-
tinftly.” ]
Wefley on Creation.



The Plotier.

GuyFawkes was taken in the
days of King James the Firft,
withadark lanthorn in his hand,
and matches in his pocket, hav-
ing placed a great quantity of
gunpowder in the vaults under
the parliament houfe, with a de-
fign to blow up the king and



parliament, which were to have
met there onthenext day. This
man had a great number of
Compamons and f{uch of them
as were in London fled to War-
wickfhire,where,being befet on

all {ides, they refolved (about
eighty perfons)to fly no farther,
but make a ftand and defend
themfelves to the laft. But a
{park of fire happening to fall
among fome gumnpowder that
was laid to dr)?; it blew up, and
{o maimed the princ1pal con-
fpuatore and the reft, n at-
tempting to efcape, were Lllled
or taken prifoners.



Two country lads were one
day ftanding at the corner of an
inn, in London, when they per-
ceived a taylor’s goofe ftand at
the window of his ftall. One of
them thought to take away the
goole {lily, and hide it; but no
{foonerhad hegot hold of it, than

-~/



he fcreamed out veryloud ; and
indeed he would have got rid of
it fooner than he did, for theiron
was too hot for ule, and had
been {een {et out to cool, for it
burnt his hand very forely.

Filial Affection.

“ Honour thy father and mo-
ther,” 1s part of that facred law
given to mankind, ever worthy
to be remembered. It becomes
ustorevere,obey,and lovethofe
to whom we are [o greatly in-
debted. Difobediencetoparents
hath been awfully marked with
the difpleafure of heaven, while
affeétion and attention to them
have been eminently fanctioned



as the means of promoting their
felicity, and our.own honour.
Miltiades, a famous Athenian
commander, died in prifon,
where he had been caft for debt.
His {fon, Cimon, to redeem his
father’s body for burial, volun-
tarily fubmitted himfelf a pri-
{oner in his room, where he was
kept in chains till the debt was
paid. A modern writer, 1n his
friendly advice to fervants, ob-:
{ferves, ‘I have feen a daughter
willing to wear mean clothes,
~that her aged mother might
have fome to wear. I have,
alfo, feen fuch condutt blefled
with diftinguifhed favour.’



IntheBlue-coatSchool found-
ed by that youthful king, Ed-
wardtheSixth,in Londonandin
Hertford, a youth was lately re-
warded by the governors, for
faving his money and victuals,
for an aged parent in diftrefs.

On the contrary, difobedient
childrenhavebeenas frequently



punifhed in many remarkable
ways. Abfalom raifed an army
againit his father; but, on the
day of battle, as he rode upon a
mule, his hair caught hold of
the boughs of an oak, and the
mule that was under him went
away. In this fituation he
was killed by Joab, and other

{oldiers.

Of the Stork.

It 1s faid, that this bird ne-
ver forfakes its parents, when
they are old, but tenderly
feeds and defends them, as long
as they live.

The following adventure of



a tame ftork, at the univerfity
‘of Tubingen, feems to fhew 2
degree of underftanding, which
one would fcarce expett m the
brute création. ¢ This 'bird
hived quietlym the court-yard,
11}l ‘Count Gravcnitz, a ftudent
there, wantonly thot at aftork’s ‘
neft &djacent to the ‘college,
and probably wounded the
flork then mit. This happen-
ed 1n autumn, when ftorks ufu-
aHy leave Germany. The next
fpring, a ftorkwas feen on the
top ‘of the college, which, 1 a
day or two, came down 1into
the court. The tame ftork went
to ‘meet i, with a {oft, cheer-



ful note, when the other fell
upon him with the utmoft fury.
Thefpettatorsdrovehimaway ;
but he came again the next
day, and during the whole {um-
mer, there were contimual {kir-
mifhes between them. The
{pring followihg, inftead of one
flork four came, and attacked
him all at once: a furprifing
event followed. All the tur-
keys, ducks, and geefe, that
had been brought up in the
court, ran together, and form-
ed a kind of rampart round him
againft his fierce purfuers. This
fecured him for the prefent;
but, in the beginning of the



third {;prixlg; about twenty
{torks fuddenly alighted in the
court, and, before the poor
ftork’s life-guards could form
themf{elves, or the people come*
to his afliftance, he was killed,
which none could impute to
any thig but the fhot fired, by
Count Gravenitz, at the ftrange
fYork’s neft.” ' '

Sagacity.

During a fevere ftorm, in
1789, athip, belonging to New-
caftle, was 1oft mear Yarmouth,
from which a Newfoundland
dog alone cfcaped, bringing in
his mouth the captain’s pocket



book. He landed amidft a
number of people, {everal of
whom, in vain, endeavoured td
take it from him. The faga-
cious animal, as 1if fenfible of
the importance of the charge, -
which, 1n all probability, was
delivered to him by his perifh-

ing mafter, at length leaped

fawningly againft the breaft of
a man who had attratted his

notice among the crowd, and
~delivered the book to him.
The dog inftantly returned to

the {ea-fide, waited with great
attention for every thing vth_ax:
camefrom the veflel,and endea-
vouyred to bring thc;in to land,



Child and Rablit.

Many a kind parent has been
aelighted at feeing an infant
playing with a kitten, or a pup-
py; {fome have even kepttlambs,
pigs, or rabbits in their houles,
for the amufement of their
children; and many have had
to deplore the accidents that
have been occafioned thereby.
A bookbinder once kept a rab-
bit for his child to play with;
they were frequently fed at the
fame time, and at others flept
together: but, one day, as the

child was afleep, the rabbit got

up to its face, and had begun
to eat 1ts nofe! Alarmed by its



cries, the parents ran to help
it and found 1ts face covered
with blood. To this day, {o
great an averfion has the child
to a rabbit, that it cannot be
prevailed upon to-touch one.
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