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There was an Old Derry down Derry, who loved to see little folks merry; 
So he made them a Book, and with laughter they shook, at the fun of that Derry down Derry t 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 

EDWARD LEAR, artist and author, was born at Holloway, 
London, on the 12th of May, 1812. He was the youngest 
of a large family, and was of Danish descent. At the early 
age of fifteen he had to earn his own living. At first he 
made tinted drawings of birds and other objects, for phy
sicians, hospitals, naturalists, shops, and others. At the age 
of nineteen he obtained employment as a draughtsman in the 
gardens of the Zoological Society; and in the following year 
(1832), even at this young age, he published a large and 
important work on natural history, namely " The Family of 
the Psittacidae, '' ·which was one of the earliest volumes of 
coloured plates of birds on a large size published in England. 
Ile also at this period assisted Gould in his important orni
thological drawings, and likewise did similar work for Pro
fessors Bell and Swainson, Sir W. Jardine, Dr. J. E. Gray, 
and others; thereby thoroughly establishing his reputation 
for ability and proficiency. 

From 1832 to 1836 he was engaged at Knowsley, the 
residence of the Earl of Derby, 1n drawing the fine plates 
to the volume entitled " The K.novvsley Menagerie "-a piece 
of very fine workmanship. vVith the Derby family Lear 
continued to be a great favourite; and it was for his patron's 
grand-children that he invented and produced his droll and 
unique work "The Book of Nonsense," and which has since 
achieved such extraordinary popularity, and has been a source 
of delight and amusement to mu]titudes, including even great 
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men such as Ruskin, who has very strongly expressed his 
appreciation of the book. 

From 1836 Lear chiefly devoted himself to landscape 
work; and in 1837 he went abroad, partly on account of 
health and partly to prosecute his artistic work under fresh 
circumstances. For several years he lived in Rome, where 
he earned a good living as drawing master. Afterwards he 
wandered as a landscape sketcher through many parts of 
Southern Europe, as also in Palestine. Of these travels in 
various countries, he has written many very interesting vo~ 
lumes, notably " Illustrated Excursions in Italy," " Journal 
of a Landscape Painter in Greece and Albania," "Journal of 
a Landscape Painter in Southern Albania," " Views in the 
Seven Ionian Islands," and " Journal of a Landscape Painter 
in Corsica "-all extremely interesting and well-written works. 

When he was over sixty years of age he visited India, 
at the invitation of his friend Lord Northbrook, at that time 
Viceroy. During this visit to the East he executed many 
sketches and drawings of various descriptions. At an earlier 
period of his life he also had the honour of giving lessons 
in drawing to the late Queen Victoria. Oil paintings and 
other artistic productions from Lear's hand have been re
peatedly exhibited in the Suffolk Street Gallery and in the 
Royal Academy. The last years of his life were spent at 
San Remo, where he died in January, 1888. 
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There ,vas an Old :i\lan ·with a l)carc.l, who said, '' It is just as I feared!
'l\vo O,vls and a Hen, four Larks and a ,vren, 
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There ,vas a Young Lady of Ilyde, whoso shoe-strings were seldo1n nntiec.1 ; 
She purchased so1ne clog~, and so1ne sn1all spotty dogs, 

And frequently ,valked about Rydei 
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There n~as an Old l\Ian w·ith a nose, \rho saiJ, "If yon choose to suppose, 
That n1y nose is too long, ~?ou are certainly wrong! n .,.. 

'l hat rcu: arkaule lvlan "·ith a nose. ~ 





There ,vas an Old l\J an on a hill, who seldon1 if ever, stood still ; 

l-.Ic ran up a!1d down, in his Grand1nother's gown, 

"
7 hich ~dorned that Olcl l\.f an on a hiU1 
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There was a Young Lacly who~o bonnet, cnrnc untied ,vhen the bir<ls sate upon it; 
But. bhe said, "I don't care 1 all the bircls in the air 

Are Yvclcon1e to sit on my bonnet! " 
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There wa:s a Young Person of S1nyrna, whose Grandmother threatened to burn her; ~ 
But she seized on the Cat~ and said, "Granny, burn that! 

Yon incongruous Old W 01nan of Smyrna I'' 
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There was an Old Person of Chili, whose conduct ,Yas paiufully silly; 
Ile sate on the stairs, eating apples and pears 

'Ihat iu1 prudent O l<l Persu11 of Chili, 
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There was an Old l\tian ,,rith a gong, ,vho bumped at it all the day long; 
But they called out, '' 0 law 1 you're a horrid old bore ! " 

So they sn1ashcJ. that Old Man ,vith a gong. 
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TL ere ,va~ an Old Lady of Chertscy, who n1adc a rcn1arkablc curtsey; 
She twirled round and roun<l, till d1c ~unk underground, 

\\' hid1 di/Stressed all the people of Chcrtscy. 
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There ,vas an U lJ l\lan in a tree, who ,vag horribly bored by a Bee; 
,vhcn they snicl, "Docs it bu1z?" he rep1io<1, "l.,. cs; it docs! 

It's a regular brute of a Dec! '1 
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'lhere was an O]d J.\1an ·with a flete, - a sarpint rnn into liis boot; 
But he played day and njgbt, till the sarpint took flight, 

And avoided that 1nan 't-Yith a flute. 

~ 
~ 
~ 

~ 
:::, 
C) 

~ 

a 
~ 

~ I 

·::) 

~ 
'.I) 

l~ 
::::,.i 

, .. 
'./) 

~ 

Cl!) 
(;.I;) 





-There was a-Young Lady wl1ose cLin, rcEernUlcd tLe point of a pin: ::o she bad it made sharp, and purchased a harp, And played seyeral tunes with her chin, 

~ 
~ 
t~ 

~ 
C) 

C) 

~ 

(:) 

~ 

<! 
C) 

<! 
V') 

t:, 
~ 
V'l 

~ 

Cl) 
CJ, 



There was an Old Man of Kilkenny, ,Yhone,·er bad more than a penny; 

He spent all that n1oncy, in onions and honey, 
'Ihat wayv;ard Old Man of l(ilkenny. 
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'lhtre was an Old Person of Ischia, ,vhosc conduct grc,v friskier and friskier; 
Ile danced hornpipes and jigs, and ate thousands of figs, 

T4at live]y Old Person of Ischi~. · 
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There ,vas an Old Man in a boat, ,vho -said, "I'1n afloat! I'1n afloat ! ' 
,vhen they said, "No! you ain't!" he ,vas ready to faint~ 

That unhappy Old lVIan jn a boat. 
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There V{as a 1~ oung Lady of Portugal, ,vhose ideas were excessively nautical; 
She cli1nbcd up a tree, to exan1inc the sea, 
But dedarctl she ,ronld never leave Portugal. ..... 
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There was an Old l\:lan cf Moldavia., who had ihe most curious behaviou1·; 
For while he was able, he slept on a tablr, 

That funny UlJ l\1:an of .l\1o!<lavin 
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There was an Old l\Ian of Madras, \Vho rode on a cre~1n co~oured ass; 
But the length of his ears, so pro1noted his fears, ~ 

That it killed that 01<1 l\fun of 1\1adras. 





There was an Old Person of Leeds, vv11osc head ·was infested ,vith Leads; 
She sat on a stool, and ate gooseberry fool, 

vYhich agrce<l with that person of Leeds • 
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There ,vas an Old l\,Ian of PErn, who never knew what he should do; 
So he tore off his hair, and behaved like a bear, 

That intrinsic Old l\lan of Peru1 
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There ,vas an uld Per~un or Hurst, ·who drank when he was not at1uu,t; 
'\Vhen they sai<l, "-y· ou'li grow fatter," he answered, "What matter?" 

That globulal' Person of Hurst. 

~ 
~ 
t:tj 

t)j 
C) 

C) 

~ 

C) 

t.\j 

<: 
CJ 
<! 
V) 

~ 

< 
vi, 

~ 

<:)1 
~ 





There was a Yonng Person of Crete, whose toilette \ivas far fro1n con1p1cte; 
f he dressed in a sack, spickle-speckled ,vith black, 

"· That on1bliferous person of Crete. 
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There ,vas an Old l\lan of the Isles, whose face "·as pervaded with smiles; 
He sung hjgh dum dicldlc, .and p~ayed on the fi<ldle, 

That ar111abJe 1\1an of tb@ Isles. 
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There ,va~ an UlJ l'erson of lluda, whose co11ducL grew ru<lcr and ru.der; 
Till at last, with a ha1nn1cr, they silenced his cln111our, 

By smashing that Person of Ruda. 
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There ·\Yas an Old Man of Columbia, ,vho ,vas thirsty, and called out for son1e beer; 
Dut they brought it quite hot, in a sn1all copper pot, 

·\Vhich disgusted that n1an of Colu1nbia. 
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There ,Yas a Young Lady 01 lJorking, ,Yho bought a largo bonnet for walking; 
But its colour and size, so bedazzled her eyes, 

That she Ye.ry soon ,vent back to Dorking. 
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There was an Old lvian ,vho suppo.1ed, that the street dooe ,va<, partialiy closed; 
But so1ne very large rats, ato his coats and his hats, 

,vhile that futile old gentle1nan dozed. 
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There was an Old Man of the West, who wore a pale plum coloured vest; 

'" hen they said, " Does it fit? " he replied, "'Not a bit! '' 

That uneasy Old 1VIan of the 1Vest, 
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There was an OlJ :.\Jan of \\'rekin, ·whose shoes n1ade a horrible creaking; 

But they said, "Tell us ,vhcther, your shoes are of leather, 
Or of what, you Old l\'1an of the \Vrekin? '' 

~ 
~ 
~ 

t:lj 

C) 

C) 

~ 

C) 

~ 

<! 
C) 

<! 
V) 

~ 

<! 
V) 

~ 

Cl') 
c.o 





There \Yas a y · oung Lady whose eyes, ,vere unique as to co1our and 8ize; 
,vhen she opened them wide, pcop1c all turned aside, 

.And started away in surprisP.. 
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There was a Young Lady of N onvay, who casually sat in a door\Yay ; 
"\Yhen the door squeezed her flat, she exclaimed, '' ,Nhat of that? " 

This courageous Young Lady of Norway. 

~ 
~ 
~ 

~ 
C) 

C) 

~ 

C) 

~ 

< 
C) 

< 
V) 

~ 

< 
V) 

~ 

-..J 

"° 





.... 

There ,Yas an Oid l\'lan of Vienna, who lived upon Tincture of Seuna; 
\,Vhen that did not agree, he took Carnon1ile Tea, 

That nasty Old )Ian of Vienna. 
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There "·as an Old Person whose habits, inducei him to feecl upon Rabbits; 
"\J\'heu he'd eaten eighteen, he turned perfectly green, 

Upon which he relinquished tl1ose habitse 
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There was an Old Person of DoYer, who rushed through a field of blue Clover; 
But so1ne very large bees, stung his nose and his knees, 

So he very soon ,vent back to Dover, 
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'!'here was an Ohl :i\1an of l\larseillcs, whose daughters wore bottle-green veils; 
'fhey caught several fbh, vrhich they put in a dish, 

Ancl sent to their · Pa' at l\larseilles, 
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There ,vas an Old Person of Cadiz, ,,-ho was always polite to all ladies ; 

But in handing his daugbter, he fell into the water, 

\Vhich drowned that Old .Person of Cadiz9 
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There ,vas an Old Person of Basing, ·whose presence of n1ind ,vas amazing; 
Ile purchased a steed, which he rode at full speed, 

Auel escaped from the people of Basing. 
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. ·vne, -'There was an oTa ].Tan of (Juebe~, a beetle ran OYCl' his neck; 
But he cried, " \Vith a needle, l'J-1 slay you, 0 bca<lle ! " 

That angry Old l\1an of Quebec. 
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There was a Young Lady of Bute, who played on a silver-gilt flute; 
She played several jigs to her uncle's white pigs, 

That a1nusing Young Lady of Bute. 

~ 
~ 
~ 

t)j 
C) 

C) 

~ 

C) 

~ 

< 
C) 

< 
V) 

t'lj 

< 
V) 

~ 

co 
t4 





~ 

~ 
,f'), (\ ' ,.~~ 
' ~ I 

1 
~ 

' There ,vas an Old Person of Philoo, ,vhose conduct was scroobious an:l ,vily; 
He rushed up a Palin, ,vhen the weather ,vas caltn, 

And observed all the ruins of Philoo. 
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There ,ras a Young Lady '1vhose nose, was so long that it reached to her toes; 
So she hired an Old Lady, ,vbo::;e conduct was steady, 

'ro carry that "ronclerf ul nose. 
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~rhcr~ \ras a Young Lady of Turkey, who wept ·vvhen the ,veather was mueky; 
\Vhen the day turned out fine. she ceased to repine, 

That capricious Young Lady of Turkey. ~ 





Tl1erc was an Old 1VL1n of Apulia, ,v:1ose conduct was very pecLtliar; 
He fed twenty sons upon nothing but buns; 

That whimsical J\1an of Apulia. 
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Tb ere was an Old ]vlan ·with a poker. ,vho painted his face with red oker; 
vVhen they said, '' You're a Guy!" he made no reply, 

But knocked the1n all down with his poker. 
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There was au Old Person of PragL1e, ,vho ,vas sndJenly seized w·ith the plague; 
But they gave him son1e butter, ,vhich caused hi1n to n1utter, 

And cured that Old Person of Prague. 
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ThEre was an Old l\1an of the North, ,vho fell into a basin of broth; 
l~ut a laudable cook, fished hirn out ,vith a hook, 

\Vhich saved that Old l\Ian of the North. 
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"rhere "·as a Young Lady of Poole, ·whose soup ·was excessively cool; 

So she put it to boil, by the aid of son1e oil, 
That ingenious Young Lady of Poole, 
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Tl:ere was an Olcl Person of l\lold, who shrank fro1n sensations of cold; 
So he purchased some muffs, son1e furs and some fluffs, 

And wrapped hi1nself from the cold. 
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There was an Old l\1an of N epaul, from his horse had a terrible fall ; 
But, though split quite in two, by son1e very strong glue, 

They 1nended that 1\lan of N epanl. 
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There ,vas an Old 1\1.an of th' Abruzzi, so blind that ho couldn't his foot see; 
\Vhen they said, " That's your toe," he replied, '' Is it so ? " 

That doubtful Old Man of th' Abruzzi. 
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There ,vas an Old Person of Rhodes, ,vho strongly objected to toads; 
He paid several cousins, to catch then1 by dozens, 

That futile Old Person of R.hodes. 
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There was an Olcl l\lan of Peru, ·who Yfatched his wife 1naking a stew ; 
But once by 1nistake, in a stove she did bake, 

That unfortunate Man of Peru. 
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There was an Old l\'1an of Melrose, who walkeJ on the tips of his toes; 

But they said "It ain't pleasant, to see you at present, 
You stupid Old l\Ian of l\lelrosc. 
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There_ was a Young Lady of Lucca, ,v hose lovers con1pletely forsook her; 
She ran up a tree, and said, '' Fiddle-de-dee I " 

\Vhich e1nbarrasscd the people of Lucca. 
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There \Vas an Old Man of Boheinia, whose daughter was christened Euphemia; 

'fiJl one day, to his grief, she n1arried a thief, 

Which grieved that Old l\Ian of I3ohen1ia. 
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There ,ras an Old lVJ an o[ V esuvins, ,vho studied the ,;vorks of Vitruvius. 
'''hen tllf~ flan1cs burnt his bock, to drinking he took, . 

That 111orbid Old 1\1 an of ... Vesuvius. 
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There was an Ohl 1lan of Cape Horn, ,vho ,vished he had never been born; 

So he sat on a chair, till he died of despnil', 
That dolorous .Man of Cape llorn, 
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There was an Old Lady whose folly, induced her to sit in a holly; 
Whereon by a thorn, her <lress being torn, 

Slie_c1uickLv beca1ne melancholy. 
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There vvas an Olcl l\Ian of Corfu, who never knew what he should do; 
So he rushed up and do,vn, till the sun 1nade hi1n brown, 

That bewildercu Old l\1an of Corfu, 
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There ,vas an Old l\1an of the South, who had an i1111noderate 1nouth ; 

But in s,vallowing a dish, that ,vas quite full of fish, 

He ·was choked, that Old 11an of the South, 
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There ,vas an Old Man of the Nile, who sharpened his nails ,vith a file; 
Till he cut off his thu111bs, and said cal,nly, '' This comes-

Of sharpening one's nails with a file!" 
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There ,vas an Old Person of Rheims, who was troubled with horrible dreams; 
So, to keep him a,vake, they ied hiin ·with cake, 

\\'hich a1nused that Old Person of Rhei1ns. 

~ 
~ 
~ 

~ 
a 
':) 

~ 

::) 

~ 

~ 
C', 

~ 
V) 

t':j 

~ 
V} 

~ 

I-' c.,., 
c,ic 





' ,, .. 
..... -r ........ "-. '° -l - - ... ......__ - I - .. 

--..,,,,,, ....... - .. 
Jr ~, .. 

.._ I • 

{' 
..... I ., .. 

.l: ... . 
"". .., 

<::~ 

ti£ - :... ' 2" 
______.. -- - -'lllllllll. 

~ ~ · ---z utC ~ ~ 

--- . \ __,,, 

- -- ~ 

There was an Old Person of Crorner, who stood on one leg to read Ho111cr, 
\Vhen he found he grew stiff, l1e jumped over the cliff, 

vVhic.:h conc1udcc1 that Person of Cromer. 
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There was an Ohl Per~on of Troy, vd1ose drink ·was ,vartn brandy and soy; 
\\'hich he took with a spoon, by the light of the moon, 

In sight of the city of Troy. 
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There ,vas an Old l\Ian of the Dee, ,vh0 ·was sadly annoyed by a aea ; 
\Vhen he sait], "I will scratch it," they gave hiin a hatchet, 

Which gr~evecl that Old Man of the Deeo 
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There w·as an Ol<l l\Jan of Dundee, ,vho frequented tl1e top of a tree; 
vVhen disturbed by the crows, he abrnpt1y arose, 

And exc1ai1ned, " l'll return to D undcc." 

""4 

::e 
t::"j 

~ 
() 

a 
N 

C) 

~ 

<! 
C) 

~ 
VJ 
tlj 

~ 
V} 

~ 

f-1. 
ft>', 
C,l.? 





._a ,. , 111!1:, ,c,._,.~~ti+ fll cs --~ ~:-----=--: 
There. ,vas an Old Person of Tring, who einbellished his nose with a ring; 

Ile gazed at the moon, every evening in June, 
That ecstatic Ohl Pt!r~on of Tring. 
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There ,vas an Old Man on sotne rocks, ,vho shut his wife up in a box, 

\Vhen she said, '' Let 1ne out,'' he exclai1ned, " \Vithout cloubt1 
YOU ,vilJ pass all your life in that b02\," 
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There was an Old l\Ian of Coblenz, the length of whose legs was immense; 
Ile went V{ith one prance, fron1 Turkey to France, 

That surprising Old ilan of Coblenz. 
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There was an Old l\Ian of Calcutta, who pe1'petnally ate bre1d and butter; 

Till a great bit of muffin, on ,vhi~h he ,vas stuffing, 
Choked that horricl Ol<l llan of Calcutta. 
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There was an Old l\,1an in a pew, ·whose ,vaistcoat was spotte-1 ,vith blue ; 
But he tore it in pieces, to give to his nieces, 

That cheerful Ul<l :\Ian in a pew. 
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There was un 01J l\Ian who said, " How-shall I fl~e fron1 this horrible <Ju,v? 
I will sit on this stile, and continue to s1nile, 

\Vhich n1av soften the heart of that Cow." ., 
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a ----There iYas a Young Lacly of H'u1t ·who ,vas chased by a virulent Bull ; 

Dut she seized on a spade, and called out-" ,vho's afraid! " 
)Yhich distracted that virulent Bult, 
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~l'hcre ,vas an Olc.1 T\fan of VYhitehaven, ,vho danced a quadrille with a Raven; 
But they Raid-'' It's absurd to encourage this bird! " 

So they s111ashed that Olcl l\1an of \Vhitehaven. 
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1.1herc ,vas an Olli l\f an of Leghorn, tho s1nallest as ever ·was born : 

But quickly snapt up he, was once by a puppy, 
\\ ho devoured that Old .1Yian of L'eghorn. 
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There "·as an Old l\lan of the Hague, lrhose ideas were excessively vague ; 
Ile built a balloon, to examine the moon, 

'I'hat deludeJ Old Man of the Hague. 
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There was an Olcl l\lan of J a1nQiea. who suddenly 111a1Tied a Quaker; 
But sbe cried out-" 0 lack! I have 1narried a black!" ,v hich distressed tliat Old .Jlan of J a1naica. 
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There vvas an 01d Person of Dutton, whose_ head was so small as a button; 
So to make it look big, he purchased a wig, 

And rapidly rushed about Dutton. 
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There ,vas a Young Lady of Tyre, ,vho swcrt thQ loud chords of a lyre; At the sound of each swe8p, she enraptured thP, deep, 
.A.nd enchanted the city of Tyre. 
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There was an Old l\rian who said," IIush ! I perceive a young bird in this bush! " When they said-" Is it s1nall? '' He replied-'' Not at all! 

It is four tirnes as big as the bush ! " 
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There ,vas an Old Man of the East, ,vho gave all his children a feast; 
But they all eat so 1nucb, and their conduct was such, 

That it killed that Old lVlan of the East~ 
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There ,vas an Oltl l\lan of K.an1schatka, ,vho possesseJ a te1nnikable fat cur; 
His gait and his ,vad<lle, ,vere held as a 1nodel, 

To all the fat dogs in l(ainschatka. 
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There ,vas an Old l\Ian of the Coast, w·ho placidly sat on a post; 
Dut ,vhen it ,vas colcJ~ he relinquished his hol<l, 

Antl callcu !or son1e hot buttered toa!:it, 
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There V{as an 01d Person of Bangor, ,vhose face was distorted with anger; 

He tore off his boots, and sub~isted on roots, 
That boruscible person of Bangor. 
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There ,vas an Olcl l\lan ,vith a beard, who snt on a horse when he reared; 

But they said, "Never rnind ! yon will ti11l off behind, 
You propitious Old lVlan with a beard ! " 

~~ 

~ 
:'tj 

Crj 

<::) 

<::) 

~ 

<::) 

~ 

<! 
<::) 

<! 
VJ 
~ 

<! 
VJ 

~ 

~ 

(f.J ... 





~- --- ~ ="~;;,-~~======:::::.::::._::...=.=.---
-~ :re - - ~ ------ 6'Z 

·There ,vas an Old J\I an of the ":--est, ,vho never conld get any rest; 
So they set hi1n to spin, on his nose ancl his ch :n, 

\Vhich cure<l that Old Man of the ,vest, 
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There ,Yas an Ohl Person of A)1erly, whose conduct Yvas strange and un1nannerly; 
lie rushed down the Strand, with a Pig in cuch hand, 

But returned in the evening to Anerley.; 
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There ,vas a :{ oung Lndy of Troy, w ho1n scY0ral large flies diJ annoy; 
S01ne she k:!lled with a thurnp, some she drowned at the putnp, 

And son1e she took ,vith her to Troy. 
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There ,vas an Old l\lan of Berlin, whose for1n was unco1n1nonly thin; 
TiH he once, by mistake, was 1nixed up in a cake, 

So they baked that Old l\ian of Berlin, 
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then~ wa:, ,111 Old Person of Spain, ,vho hated all ttouble and pain; 
t,o be sate on a chair ,vith his feet in the air, 

That u1nbrageous Okl Person of Snain. 
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there was a Young Lady of Russia, who screan1ed so that no 011e could hush her; 
Her screarns were extreme, no one heard such a screan1, 

As ·was scrcan1ed by that Lady of Russia. 
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There was an Old l\lan, who .said, "\Ye11 ! will nobudy ansyver this bel1? 
I haYc pu1Jecl day and night, till 1ny hair has grown ,vhite, 

But noboc..ly ans\vers this bell! " 
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There was a Young Lady of Wales, who caught a large fish witt1out scales; 
,vhen she lifted her hook, she exclaimed, "Only look! " 

That cxtatic Young Lady of 'vV ales. 
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There ,vn.c; an 01d Person of Cheadle, ·was put in the stocks by the bead1e; 
For stealing so1ne pigs, sotne coats, and sotne wigs, 

That horrible Person of Cheadle. 
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There ,vas a Young Lady of \Yelling, ·whose praise all the world was a telling; 
She played on the harp, and caught several carp, 

That acco1nplished Young Latly of SVelling. 
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There ,yas an Old Person of Tartary, who diviied his jugular artery; 
But he screccbed to his wife, and she said, ~, Oh, my life ! 

1' our death ,vill be felt by all Tartary ! '' 
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There was an Old Person of Che3ter, whom several small children did pester; 
They threw so1nc large stones, which broke 1nost of his bones, 
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And displeased that Old Per:5on of Chcste1\ 
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There was an Old Man with an owl, wllo contmued to b0ther and howl; 
He sate on a rail, and imbibed bitter ale, 

Which refreshed that Old 1\1:an and his owl. 
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There ,vas an Old Person of liretna, ~vho rushed duwn the crater or .b;tna; '''hen they said, "Is it hot? " He rep lied, "No, its not! " 
That mendacious O Id Person of Gretna. 
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There was a Young Lady of Sweden, who ,rent by the slo,v train to Weedon ; 
\Vhen they cried, '' lVeedon Station!" she made no observation, 

But thought she should go back to Sweden. 
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There was a 1r oung o-irl of Majorcn, whose aunt ·was a very fast walker~ 

t;he walked sev-cnty 1niles, and leaped fifteen stiles, 
\Vhich astonisbe<l that Girl of l\lajorca. 
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'fherc ,Yns nn Old l\Ian oft he rape, who pos~essc<l q. large Barbary Ape; 
Till the Ape one dark night, set the house on a light, 

\Vhich burned that Old ~lan of the Cape. 
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There ·was an Old Lady of Prague, whose language was horribly vague; 

When they said, " .. A.re these caps ? " she an~wered, "Perhaps 1" 
That oracular Lady of Prague. 
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There ,vas an Old Person of Sparta. ,vho had twenty-five sons nnd one daughter; 
He fecl thern on snails, and ,veig11e<l thein in scales, 

That won<le1{ul Person of Spartao 
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There was an Old Man at a case1nont, who held up his hands in amaze1nent; 

>-- When they said, " Sir, you'll fall ! " he replieJ, " Not at all! " 
C;t That incipient Old l\1an at a case1nent. 
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There ,vas an Old Person of Burton, whose answrss were rather uncertain; 
When they saio, " How d'ye do? " he replied, " vVho are you? '' 

That distressing Old Person of Burton. 
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There ,vas an Old Person of En1s, ,vho casua11y fell in the Thames; 
Ancl when he ,vas found, they said he ,vas drowned, 

That unlllcky Old Person of Ems. 
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There ,vas an Old Person of Ewell, ,vho chiefly subsisted on gruel; 
But to 1nake it 1nore nice, he inserted son1e n1ice, 

vVhich refreshed that Old Person of E,velL 
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There ,vas a Young Lady of Par1nn, ,vhose conduct grew calmer and calmer; 
When they said, "Are you du1nb? '' she merely said, "Hum ! " · 

That provoking Young Lady of Parma. 
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There ,va~ an Old Man of Aosta, ,vho possessed a large Cow, bat he lost her; 
But they said, " Don't you see, she has rushed up a tree? '' 

You invirlious Old l\Ian of Aosta ! " 
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There was a Young Lady of Clare, ,vho was sady pursued by a bear ; When she found she was tired, she abruptly expired, 

That unfortunate Lady of Clare. 

'i'f!li: END, 

~ 

~ 
~ 

t7:; 
c:::, 
c:::, 
~ 

C:) 

~ 

~ 
c:::, 
~ 
V'.l 
~ 
~ 
V'.l 
~ 

I',.:) 
e;, 
~ 


















