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THE <

HIST O RY
; OF
ELSPY CAMPBRELL.

LADY Jane Macdorald, born in

Scotland, of an ancient and 1i-
luftrious family, was in her itate of
widowhood, at fifty years of age, re-
duced to indigence. She mnever had
been blefled with.any children, .wh
might now {upport her by the labour
of their induftry; and every other ins
dividual of the family was equdlly 1u-
volved 1n her misfortunes. Wander-
ing in the Highlands, fhe was all aay
long foliciting a fhelter for the night,
and {o mcth...g to -{ubfit on. El fpy
Campbell, who had been her faithiul,
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fervant many years, and treated very
kindly by her ancient miftrefs, learns
thefe difmal tidings in her humble
;cottage, whether fhe was now retired
10 pafS the remnant of her days, far
diftant from her former fervice. She
immediately fets out in fearch of fo
‘rcfpe&able a miftrefs, whom at laft
{he hezrs of, but flill necefiitated to
pmfue her, as fhie frcquently changed
puce' but this, though tedious cn
reguiting time, was no way difficult.
There was a line marked out by her
misfortunes, and the grateful Elfpy
had but to walk in it.  After much
laborious travel, fue at laft attains the
mournful fubjeét of her journey, falls
down on the ground before her, anrd
begins as follows: Oh, my dear gooc
:rn!hcfs, T.ady © Jane  Macd \)nu_\d.
daughter of Lo:‘d James znd grand:
child of Lord Ofbaldifton; (for he
futur perfioner had both thofe titles:
thovgh I'm hardly younger thar



Elfpy Camplell. 7
your{elf, I’'m notwithftanding that,
much ftionger, and more capable of
working. You upon the other hand,
are far too feeble to go through with
any thing, like labuor, owing to youn
way of life, yonrtroublesand the feveral
infirmities come all at once upon you.
Come, and take up your abode with
me. I have a little cottage. It is
well fituated, and keeps out the wea-
ther. In addition to my cottage, l've
a garden alfo, that will grow me more
potatoes than both of us can con-
fume. When 1 have tried all me-
thods to fupport you if I can, or ta-
ther when God’s providence has done
whatever he thiaks proper to fupport
us botit, you fhall be free to quit me,
if you find an inn with better enter-
tainment, or flay with me i you
fkould not find one. Be of courage,
my dear miftrefs. I was always iftout
and hearty in your f{ervice, and (thank

God) P’m fill the fame. I’ll find vou
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food if any will but fhow itfelf, in that
cafe I’ll dig down till fuch time as I
find it, 3

#'Oh, my generous Elfpy faid the
afflicted widow, I refign myfelf en-
tirely to g@our friendfhip. I will live
and die with one of fo much grati-
tude, for T am fure God’s blefling
will be always with you. They fet
out immediately for Elfpy’s hermi-
tage. *The cottage was indeed ex-
tremely, little, but poflefled a healthful
{fitvation; cieanlinefs and order were
theoiily decorations it could boaft.
There was a_hele on cne fide in the
wall, throughs which a little light
procecded, when the wind was not
that¥way; “but when it would have
mcommoded her, the hole was flopped
completely by a fod with rofe leaves
beat into it: and poor Elpy was
obliged to be contented with thelittle

Light that reached 'her down the
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Elfpy Campbell. 1t
':dximney.‘ Ellpy’s bed, which was

javifible when people entered, was
defended from the cold that would
have reached it through the door-way,
by a bank of earth. Ithada mattrefs
fluffed with firaw, good fheets, a pair
of ‘blankets, and a coarfe woollen rug.
Jt had no curtains, but when Ellpy
found fhe was in future to be honoured
with 'the friendfhip and fociety of
fuch a noble woman as the Lady Jane
facdonald, daughter of Lord James,
and grand-child of Lord Ofbaldifton,
fthe bethought herfelf to hang the
walls about it witha bulrufh lining,
which was wavrmer than the filkicfk
damafk. Tn this bed flept Lady Jane
Macdonald, with her feet both placed
againit poor Elfpy’s bofom, who was
ufed to bend herfelf into 2 circle or
halfemoon; at leaft, about the widow’s
legs, that fhe might keep them warm.
She never would confent to lie Lefide
her miftrefs: but the more fhe {faw
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her fallen from ker former fplendour,
ftil the more obedience and refpect
fhe fhewed her, to 'wipe out by that
means all idea of the change fhe had
experienced in her fortune, An old
Bible, Robinfon Crufoe, and a few
old volumes of devotion and morality,
that once had covers, furnithed ample
matter for their evenin gs converfations.
With refpeét to their repaits they fre-
quently had eggs, at.all times milk,
and were never withaut potatoes.
The beft baked potatoes, frefheft eggs,
and largelt bowl of milk, were con-
ftantly for Lady Jane Macdounald,
daughter of Lord James, and grand-
child of Lord Ofbaldifton.

It will doubtlefs be a matter of
fome curiofity to know how Elfpy
could keep up the honours of her cot,
in fuch a fiate of economical abun-
dance, To do this, the had her fpin-
ning-wheel in winter, and her labours



Elfpy Campbell. 3

of the fitld in harvet. It muft, not-
withftanding; be acknowledged, fhe )
poflefled a manifet advantage over
every younger woman, not {o much
for any natural adtivity, as for an
obrufe angle in:her line of bedily
direttion, fo that both her hands and
eyes were nearer by a great deal to
the ground than otherwife they would
have been; and readier for her {pin-
mg-wheel.  Befides, when things
were got i price above her means to
purchafe them, fhe had but to go out
and beg affiftance in the neighbouir-
ing towns and villages. ¥or this fhe
had contrived a tolerable eficacious
method. , She would go among the
richeft farmers only, and when got
before their door, ftand flill, and lift-
ing up her hands to heaven, cry out,
I come to afk your charity, by no
means for myfelf, for I can live on
any thing, but for my miftrefs Lady
Jane Macdonald, daughter of Lord
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James, and. grand-child of Lord
Ofbaldifton. « If the farmers gave her
any thing, or what {ufficed her reafon-
able expectations, fhe would add,
May THE ALmicHTY’s BLESSING,

with my MisTrEss’s, and Evsey

CampBiLL’s, come upon this houfe
and its inhabitants. Tis ealy to
imagine what fuccefs this bleffing, and
the expettation of a different faluta-
tion from the lips of Elfpy, bhad fhe
been refofed, produced from people
naturally hofpitzble, and exceedingly
attached to their nobility.  She got
by this means, viétuals, clothes, and
very often money, which fhe carefully
put-up to buy her miftrefs fhoes and
ftockings. As for her own wants, in
this way they were very few, fince
Yady Jane Macdonald never wore them
out fo much but they would do for her.

*T'is thus, they lived both happy;
one in her exertions, and the other



[ELSPY PREPARING DINNER
i

for LADY JANE MACDONATLD.

[ELSPY BEGING ASSISTANCE
for LADY JANE MACDONALD.
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in her gratitude: The gene rous Elfpy

was extremely rigorous on the fubjeét
of her duty, Lady Jane Macdonald,
. as I’ve {aid before; was noble, and
though kept by Llfpy, was not to
forego the privileges of nobility, that
1s to fay, fhe was not to do any thing
like work, no not {fo much as to wath
hu‘ teet herfelf.  One day, as Elipy
as employed in carrying out a baket-
le of duhg to lay.on het potatoe-beds,
her miftrefs- had come out to get a
~ pitcher full of ‘water, and was now
eturning with it to the cottage.
Elfpy faw her, put the bafket down,
and running to her, took away: the
pitcher, emptied it, and fetched her
other water. When fhe brought it in,
the faid, forgive my freedom Lady
Jane Macdonald, daughter of Lord
James, and grand-ch: 1d to Lotd Of-
baldifton, but you never fhall demean
your{elf by drawing ‘water while I'live,
and have my limbs to do it for you.
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The report of fo much generofity
in one fo indigent, at laft reached
me who am the writer of this ftory,
and [ fent her every quarter, fuch
affilftance as my fortune would allow.
As long as Elpy lived, and which
was upwards of fix yems, computing
from the day 1 was firlt informed of
thefe particulars, whenever I fat down
to dine or fup in company, and was
required to give my toatt, *twas always
Elfpy Campbell. My attachment to
this name, made thofe 1 fat with ea ager
to know fomething of the lady who
engroffcd fo great a fhare of my affec-
tion. They weuld confequently afk
me, begging pardon for their freedom;
when I told them, LEllpy Campbell
was an ancient beggar-woman. What!
they would cry out, a beggar? Yes,
was my reply, but hear the reft: and
then would follow the whole ftory,
fuch in fubftance as already I have
told it. . Hardly ever could finifh, but
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the fispences and fillings rained Into
my lnt for EMpy. Thefe {mall fums,
which 1 was fure to fend her pretty
often, once coccafioned her to afk my
{ervant who it came from? Doubtlefls
he’s a friend of God. He does me
good as God does, though I nevet fee
him,

Lady Jane Macdonald died, and
Elfpy very quickly after.  Such was
the afliion fhe gave way to for the
lofs of her good miftrefs; the remem-
bered nothing but the bounty of her
former benefadtor; what her gratitude
had done in confequence of that re-
membrance fhe forgot.

+ The generous, the heroical fervility
of El ipv was not, as it might have
been,, a {park of ¢ u.“tudc that crac-
kled for a n,omwt and went out. It
was an ardent Fd.m’ that H.l ed for

T d it

twenty years;, till death fupp:
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for a feafon in the grave, where fhe
was laid to reft, for 1t is not utterly
put out; fince from her athes it will
'certainly burft forth again, with reno-
vated brightuels, on the moruing of
that day that never is to finifh,
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TE: Sfollowing Toy Boou, e, 0 5{{ A
had, in. awholefale, at F. Lumfden

& Son, Argyle-Street, G/aj:gﬁ

Watt’s Divine Songs, Price 2d.

Merry Andrew, do. M
The New Teftament, do. .
Hiftory of Scotland, do. }

Hiftory of the Bible with 48 Copper-
plate Cuts, price 8d. w
Hiftory of the 300 Animals.

"k

Toy Cards, 4d. per Pack.

Large Ditto, 6d. per Pack.

Fortune-telling Cards, 6d. per Pac k.

Converfation Card, 1s. per Pack.

A variety of Battledoors, 2d. each.

Neat Colourd, ditto 4d. each.

London Mufical Mufeum, being a
Colle@ion of the moft Aomoni A

Songs, Price Sixpen
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