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HISTORY 

OF 

ELSPY CA.1.1.JPBELL. 

LADY Jane J\1acdon2.ld, born m 
Seo lan<l, 0f an ancien:: and il­

luflrious family, }Vas in lit"r Hate of 

v. .iJowhood, at ilfty years of age, rc­
'ltKeJ to indigence. She never had 
bet11 bleffed with any Lliiid~en, wh • 
might now fopport her by the labour 
of tlle:ir ioduflry; and every other :in­
diridual of the family was equiily in­
volved in her mi:;fortuncs. Vander­
ing in the Highlands, fhe ',Nas all day 

I long fo1icitin 6 a {helter for thL night, 
:1nd fomethi; •g to fuhfi[l on. Etf py 
Campbdl, who had_ bcc11 her faithfuL 



6 ~pt 1-Ijjlory of 

fervant many years, and treated v,ery 
kindly by her ancient mifl:refs, learns 

thefe difmal tidings in her humble 
; cottagp, whether fhe was now retired 
to pafs the remnant of her days, fa 
difl:ant from lier ronner fervice. She 
jmmcdiately fets· m1t in fearch of fo 
ref peltahle a miH:refs, ,, horn at la 
fhe. hears < f, but flilJ neufi'itattd t 

purfue her, as {be frLqucntly change 

place; but this, thot'gh te<lious t,, 

reqni1ins::r time, was no way <lifficuh 
Thtre ,~.:s a line marked ont by he! 
misfortunes, and the grnteful Eif p 
had but to walk i.1 it. After nn;d 
laborioun travel, fi11:. at laft cittains th 
Mournful Lbjett of her joun:ey, faH 
c1own on the ground before her, ,:1, 

lJi>f'ins as follows: Oh, my dear [OO 

:r--1iH rcfo. L"'dy J a 1' C r11:._donalcl 
C<'ill:rht-.'r of Lo:·d Janics , nd grari<l 
chih1 of Lord Ofoalr.i!1on; ( for he 
fot.,:-~ penGor:rr had both thofr titles: 
tlioi g:1 I ·m har<ll y :,·ot:~z(:'r • k: 
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yourfelf, I'm: notvvithH:anding that, 

much ll1 anger, and more capable of 

working. You upon the other hand, 
are far too feeble to go through with 

aily thing, like labuor, owing to yomt. 
v,,ayof life, yonr trouble.,and the feveral 

infirmities come all at once upon you. 

Come, and take up your abode with 
me. I hc.1ve a little cottage. It is 

well fituated, and keeps out the wea­
ther. In ?ddition to my cottage, l've 
a garden alfo, that }vill grow me more 

potatoes than both of us can con­
fume. V/hen I have tried all me­
thods to fupport you if I can, or ra­

ther w lien Cud's i;,rovidence h~s done 

whateYe r he thi:.ks proper to fufport 
us both, you (hall be free to quic me, 

if you find an inn with b::aer enter-· 

taiument, or ilay with me if you 

fhou!<l 1,ot find one. Be of courage~ 
my dear miftrefs. I was always Crout 

ar.d hearty in your fervice, and ( thank 
Gwd) l'm ftill the fame. 1'11 find you. 
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,food if any will but fhow itfdf, in that 
cafe I'il dig down till foch time as I 
iind it. 

Oh, my gener0us Elfpy faid the 
affiicl:ed widow, I refign rnyfe1f en­
tirely to ur friend/hip. I will live 
and die llith one of fo much g-rati­
tude, for I am fure God's b1effing 
will be always with you. They fet 
out immediatelv for Elfpy's l.ermi­
tage. • Tbe co,ttage was i'ndeed ex­
tremely little, but poffdf<.::d a healtl1ful 
fot':!tie'1; deaulii't.:f.s and orcer wei·e 
the· 01.~y cl<..coratiai:s it cou]~ hn2!l. 
Thi::·e wns ~i heh: on one fide in the 
v:c:.:~, through ,•.-hich a little t~!,t 
proce,Jled, v, hen th~ wi,,d was not 
that \, ay:. but when it wou}d l.;;ye 
i11commoded lier, the hoie was ftoppc:d 
comp!etely by a fod ,Yith rofe 1-.aves 
beat into it: ?.nd p0or Elfpy ,ns 
obliged to be contenttd with the 1itde 
I:ghr: tLat reached her cown the 
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d1imney. EJ/'py' s bed, w.hich was 

~ · ble whet\ people entered,t was 

fro~ the cold that would 

vet h@d Jt thr43ugh the dc,;or-way, 

b.~ ~k 'Of earth. It had~ mattrefs 

«~ with fl.raw, good llieets, a pair 

qf b aiiket$, and a coarfe wQO].len rug. 

It had no cwt~ns, but when Elfpy 

fotfnd fli.e was in future to be honoured 

with the friendiliip ana fociety of 

fuch a noble wopian as the-Lady Jane 

~facdonald, daughter of Lord James, 

and grand"'\::hild of Lord Ofba,ldiftoo, 

fhe b~thoug~t herfelf to hang the 

walls about it witha bulru.fh lining, 

which w-as warmer than the £lkidl 

dam~. T n this bed .fiept Lady Jane 

Macdonald, with her feet both placed 

againft poor Elf py's bofom, who was 

ufed to bend herfelf into a circle or 

h.uf-moon, at lea{t, about the widow's 

legs, that {he might keep them warm. 

She never would confent to lie befi<le 

her miftrefs; but the more file faw 
, 



' 
I 2 'rhe Hi.JI wy if 
her fallen from her former [pler.c:our~ 
frill the more obedience and ref pttt 
fue fhewed her, to wipe out by that 
means all idea of the c.hange fhe had 
experienced in her fortune. An old 
Bible, Robinfon Crufoe, and a fe-\v 
old volumes of devotion and morality, 
that once -had covers, furnifhed ample 
matter for their evenings converfations. 
,vith refpea to their repails they fre­
quently had eggs, at all times milk, 
and were never without potatoei.. 
The beft baked potatoes, frefheft eggs, 
and large(l bowl of milk, were con­
ftantly for Lady Jane Macdonald, 
daughter of Lord James, and grand­
child of Lord Ofoald.iilon. 

It will doubtlefs be a matter of 
{ome cnriofity to know how Elf py 
could keep up the honours of her cot, 
in fuch a {late of reconomical abun­
dance. To do this, fhe had her f pin­
ning-wheel in winter, and her labours 
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of the fa-1d in harvefl:. It mufi, not-
withftanding, be acknowledged, {he . 
poffeITed a manifefr. ad vantage over 
every younger woman, not fo much 
for any natural 2clivity, as for . .an 
obrufe angle in her line of bodily 
direction, fo that ooth her hands and 
eyes were nearer by a great deal to 
the ground than otherwife they would 
have been; and readier for hu fpin­
ing-wheel. Befides, when things 
were got in price above her means to 
purchafe them, fhe had but to go out 
and beg affiH:ance ia the neighbat.r­
ing towns and villages. For this fhe 
had contrived a tolerable efficacious 
method. She would go among the 
richdl farmers only, c:nd when got 
before their door, ftand fiill, and· lift­
io g up her hands to heaven, cry out, 
I come to afl<. your charity, by no 
means for myfelf, for I can live on 
any thing, but for my rniftrefs Lady 
Jane Macdonald,. daughter of Lord 
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James, and grand-child of Lord 
Ofbaldifton. If the farmers gave her 
any thing, or what fufficed her reafon­
ab]e expeB:.ation3, fhe would add, 

MAY THE ALMIGHTY'S BLESSING, 

with my MrsTRF.ss's, and ELsPY 

CaMPBELL's, come upon this houfe 
and its inhabitants. 'Tis eaf y to 
imagjne \':hat fuccefa this bleffing, and 
the expectation of a diffucnt faluta­
tion from the lipz of Eifpy, had fhe 
been refufed, produced from people 
naturally hof pit,tble, and exceedingly 

attached to their nobility. She got 
by thic: means, victuals, clothes, and 
very often money, which fhe carefully 
put up to buy her miftrefs fhc~es and 
flockings. As for her own wants, in 
ti.is way they were very few, fince 

Lady Jane Macdonald never wore them 
out fo much but they would do for her. 

'Tis thus, they lived both happy; 

-one in her exertions, and the other 
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in her gratitnde~ The generous Elfpy 
was extremely rigorous on the fubje€:t 
of her duty, Lady Jane MacdonaLd, 
as I've faid before, was noble, and 
tho11gh kept by Elf py, was not to 
forego the prideges cf nobility, that 
is to fay, {he was not to do any thing 
like work, no not fo much as to \,Vafu 
her feet herfelf. One <lay,· as Elfpy 
w;:is er.1ployed in c-arrying out a baket~ 
fol of dui1g to lay on her potatoe-beds, 
her miHrefs liad come out to get a 
pitcher full of water, ind was 11-0w 

returning with it to the cottage. 
E!fpy faw her, }"'.~ the bafket down, 
and· running to Ler, took away the 
pitcher, errptied it, and fetched her 
other water. V·/hcn D1e b:-ought it in, 
!he faid, forgi\·e my freedom Lady 
Jane Macdonald, dauf!hlcr of Lord 
James, and grand-ch:hi to Lord Of­
baldiflon, but vou r.e\·er {hall deme::m 
yourfelf by dr;wiug \~atc:r while I liveJ 
and have my limbs to do it for )''JU. 
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The repon of fo much generofity 
in one fo indigent., at Jail: reached 
me who am the writer of this Jlory, 
and I fent her every quarter, fuch 
affillance as my fortuue would allow. 
As long as Elf py lived, and which 
was upwards c;f iix yet11 s, computing 
from the day 1 was firit informed of 
tbefe particulars, whenever I fat down 
to dine or fop i u company, and w2.s 
required to give my toail, 'twas always 
Elfpy Campbell. My attachment t.o 
this name, made thofe 1 fat with t>ager 
to know fomething of the lady who 
engrofTed fo great a {hare of my affec­
tion. They wculd confequ cntly afl..: 
me, begging pardon for th<.:ir frt:edom; 
when I told them, Elfpy Carnpl..iell 
was an ancient beggar-\\·u man. What! 
they would cry out, a beggar? Yes, 
was my reply, but hear the rcft: and 
then would fo11ow the whole flory, 
foch in fL bflance as already I have 
tol<l it, Hanlly ever could fiiu{h, but 



Eifpy Campbell. 19 

the fixpences and {billings rained into 

rny hat for E1fpy. Tbefe fmall foms, 
which I "·as fore , to fend her pretty 

often, once cccaGoned he,r to a!k my 
frrnnt wl10 it came from? Doubtlefs 

he's a friend of God. He does me 
good as God aoes, thoug'h I never fee 

him. 

La2y Jane Macdonald died, and 
E1fpy vny quickly after. Such was. 
the afilidion {he gc!\·e way to f0r the 

lo[;:; of h1::r good miHrefa, l11e HJmem­
bered nothing but the bounty of her 

formrr benefr.llor; what her gratitude 

had done in confeq uence of that re­
mea,brance flie for0 ot. 

'1'h ' J • 1 r 'l' ... e ge::ero'Js, Uc 1ero;ca 1erv1 1ty 

of Elfpy was no~, as it n~ight haYc 
bee!l, a f p:1,·k cf gr,;~itude that c1 ,h·­

kled for a moment a!l<l went out. 1 t. 
,,·as an ardent {b:71e th:,t l.lazed fo1 
ts.vcnty yea:·s, ti:l 11:::ith frr: \·effcd ;, 
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for a feafon in the grave, where n1e 
was laid to ref!:, for it is not utterly 
put out, fincc from her a!hts it will 
certainiy burft f0r~h a6 ain, with reno­
vated brightntfs, on the morning uf 
that day tlwt n~v(;r i:, to fiu;fh. 
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Tlie following Toy Books, 2/c. to be 
had, in rzuholefale, at J. Lumjden 
f.:f Son, .Argyle-Street, Gla/gQJW. 

\Vatt's Divine Songs, Price 2d. 
Men-y Andrew, do. 
The New rreftament, do. 

Hiflory of Scotland, do. 
Hiilory of the Bible with 48 Copper-

pl,ate Cuts, price 8d. 
Hiflory of the 300 Animals. 

Toy Ca1ds, 4d. per Pack. 
Large Ditto, 6J. per Pack. 
Fortune-telling Cards, 6d. per Pa:k. 
Converfation Card, Is. per Pack. 
A variety of Battl_edoors, 2d. each. 
Neat Colourd, ditto 4d. each. 
Lon::lon Mufical Mufeum, bein!Y a u 

Co1lelt.ion of the mo[l Approve•:! 

Songs, Price Si~F:.c-:. 
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