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THE
Blackbird s NNest.

HENRY and Geor%i: were
two very engaging children.
They had formed fo ftrong an
attachment to each other, that
if Henry had fruit or cakes, he
ran to offer them to George;
and when George had any
thing given him that was nice,
he never touched it till he had
carried half of it to Henry.
Their playthings feemed to be-
long as much to one as to the
other: in fhort, any one would
have fuppofed that they had

A2



o

been brothers, rather than mere
playfellows,

~ As a clofe intimacy {ubfifted
between their parents, they
were much pleafed to obferve
the progrefs of this early friend-
thip, George never failed, as
he went to fchool, to call for
Henry; and Henry always de-
layed his return, till George
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was ready to accompany him.
They learnt their leflons toge-
ther, and had no difputes. ex-
cept who fhould be the bett

icholar. |
- On holidays, they amufed
themfelves with walking in the
fields, where they gatherea
nofegays of wild flowers for
their fifters, or fat on the grafs
to tell each other entertaining
ftories, or repeat fome pretty
verfes that their mammas bad
taught them. ‘
It happened, one day, that
Henry. being gone out with his
father, George, in order to pafs
away the lonefome hours, firol- -
led by himfelf into the coun.
A3
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try. Ashe was walking along

the fide of a hedge, he dlfco-
vered a blackbird’s neft, con-
cealed in the thickeft part of
the buthes. He was not one
of thofe cruel children, who
take a malicious -pleafure in
depriving a poor bird of her
dear little ones. He determin-
ed to wait till they fhould no
longer want the afliftance of
their mother, or the feel any
attachment to them. How-
ever, he did not neg]e&, the
next day, to communicate the
news of his treafure to Henry,
and promifed to take him to
fee the neft; propofing that
they thould go every day to
vifit the birds, till their wings



they thould be divided between
them. Henry waited impa-
tiently till {chool was over, that
George might fhow him the
neft, and they went together
feveral fucceeding days, to ob-
ferve the progrefs of the nefts
lings.
B
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From the firf moment that
Henry beheld the neft, he con-
ceived the idea of taking pof-
feflion of it. It is difficult to
imagine whence fuch an un-
worthy thought could arife,
for his friend had already vo-
luntarily offered to fhare the
fpoils with him: Evil thoughts
ifinvate themfelves 1o eafily
into the hearts of men, thag
they have need to be always on
their guard against their ap-
proaches. Children, efpecial*ly,
fhould be watchful of the firfy
impulfe to do wrong, as from
their weaknefs they are prone
to error. 'This attention to
themfelves is an eafy tatk, be-
¢aufa thev have their pargnts,
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or teachers, at hand, to affift
them with their advice. Nei-
ther are they fufficiently aware,
that a {mall fault in the begin-
ning, may increafe to an odious
vice, which will corrupt their
hearts, and debafe their cha-
racters as long as they live.

Henry took the opportumty,
one morning, before the time
that George ufually called up-
on him, of going to the place
where the neft was: he found
the Mhittle ones pretty well
fledged, and forgetting at once
the ties of friendthip, and the
generofity of George, he feized
his prey, and carried it away
with a trembling hand.
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When he had got half way
home, he fat down undera tree
to look at the young birds, and
to hear them chirp. Then, for
the firft time, he was 1truck by
the ¢ Jull fmall voice’ of con-
J’czence, reproaching him for
‘the bafe action he had juft com-
mitted. He felt greatly per-
piexed what cou:fe to purfue.
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If he carried the neft fecretly
home, he was certain of being
difcovered in a fhort time; and
his father would punifh him
feverely for having deceived
his playfellow, whofe friend-
thip he would lofe befides. 1f
he carried the neft back to its
place, he was afraid of meeting
George in his way thither. At
laft it came into his head, that
he would throw the neft into
~a pond at no great diftance,
and make it fink to the bottom

by loading it with ftones.
Whilft he was balancing up-
on thefe different prOJe&s, a
boy from a neighbeuring vil-
lage happened to pafs by, who, .
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having fcen the neft in his
poflefiion, offered him a dozen
marbles in a bag, in exchange
for it. 'This propofal feemed
to him a lucky mecans of extri-
cating himfelf from his diffi-
culties: he accepted it without
hefitation, and atterwards went
to {chool, afiluming a counte-
nance of as much tranquillity,
as it he had done nothing to
defeivelopxoach He v::.sitxll
at a lofs to know what excufe
to make to his friend for not
having waited for him as ufual
in the morning. George, who
had no fufpicion, was eafily fa-
tisfied with fuch excufes as he
was able to feign; and after
remarking that the afternoon



was a ha 011ddy, Propo ]
taking that opportunity of go-
ing to take their birds, and
amufing themfelves with them
the reft of the day.

- They fet out together as
foon as they had finifthed their
dinner. George had already
planned the difpofal of their
c
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little family. What then was
his concern, to fee all his hopes
difappointed !—when they ar-
rived at the bufh, fome plun-
derer had been there before
them. Henry pretended equal
furprife and vexation. After
having {pent fome time in fruit-
- lefs lamentations, they returned
home much. out of {pirits.
With the defign of withdraw-
ing George’s attention from his
misfortune, Henry thowed him
his marbles, telling him that
he had found them as he was
going to fchool; and that now,
the beft thing they conld do
was to play with them.

Here, my dear young friends,
let us paufe a few moments, to
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confider how much the num-
ber of Henry’s crimes increafed
in one day.—In the morning
he robbed his friend, by takmé
pofleflion of that neft he had
generoully agreed to thare with
him. That action was follow-
ed by the eruel thought of {ub-
mitting the harmlefs birds to a
painful death; in order to con-
ceal his fault afterwards, he
had recourfe to deceit and
falfehood to prevent fufpicion;
and laftly, he told a lie, by
faying that he had found the
marbles, when in fact he bad
received them in exchange for
the birds.

Such is the rapld promefs
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of vice. Do not deceive your-
felves: dete&ion is certain:
though you may conceal your
faults for fome time, yet there
is a Power from which they
cannot be hid, and which will
not fail to bring them to light.
However cautious you may be,
vou will betray yourfelves, for
you will not be able to invent
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fo many falfehoods as will be
requifite to hide your diffimu-
lation from your companions.
The firtt flip of your memory
will throw you into {uch con-
fufion, as wﬂl naturally lead
to difcovery; then follow dif-
grace, thame, and the punith-
-~ ments you {o juftly deferve.

~ Let us now return to the
ftory: George, whofg chief gra-
tification in finding the nefi,
was the expec?ed pleafure of en-
joying the prize with his friend,
grew reconciled to the difap-
pointment when he faw that he
no longerregretted it; therefore
they began to play together
at marbles, and for fome time

8
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the game went on very {mooth-
ly; but at length, fome other
‘boys who were going that way,
ftopped to {ee them play; on=
amongft thefe, after having
looked attentively at the mar-
bles, claimed them as his pro-
perty; and declared that he had
loft them that wvery morning,
tied up in a little hag. Henry
laughed at his pretenfigns, and
boldly maintained that he had
bought them. But George,
who had juft heard him iay
that he had found them, re-
proved him for denying the
truth, and eptreated him to re-
ffore them to their owner.
Henry retufed to do fo, and
repeated that he had found
them, faying, that now they
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were his, and he would keep
them., In this, however, he
was miftaken, for the little
franger attacked him roughly,
gave him a blow on the nofe
with his fift, took the marbles
from him, and walked off,
leaving him to make painful
refle@ions on the firft confe-
guences of his bad conduct.

It becomes neceflary to in-
form my readers, that the little
boy who claimed the marbles
bad really loft them, as he faid; ;
and that he whe had given
them to Henry in exchange for
the birds, had found them. But
as he thought he could make a
greater advantage of the birds.
than of the marbles, he had
confented to the bargain as
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mentioned before. This boy
was the fon of very honeft pa-
rents, though they were ex-
‘tremely poor. His name was
‘Lubin, and he was well known
- for many miles round the coun-
try, being employed in ferving
the neighbourhood with fag-
gots, which he made himfelf
of the dead wood that he was
allowed to pick up 1n the fo-
reft. The money he earned in
this manner, he carried to his
mother, towards the fupport
of the family. As his parents
could not afford to fend him
to {chool, he had plenty of lei-
fure to manage his little trade,
which he carried on with great
induftry and adtivity. Little
Lubin having become mafter



of the neft, examined thebirds,
and finding -them ftrong and
well grown, ran with them to-
wards the village where Henry
and George lived, in order tc
try to difpofe of the whole neft
at fome gentleman’s houfe.

It happened, that the firft
perfon to whom he offered
them was the father of Henry,
who knowing that, notwith-
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ftanding his poverty, he had
eftablithed a good chara&er for
honefty, took the neft, and
gave him half a crown. Lubin,
who never before had fo much
money at once, ran with hafte
to carry it to his mother, who
received it with great joy.

Henry was not long before
he returned home, holding his
ftill bleeding nofe with his
handkerchief. When the fa-
mily enquired what had hap-
pened to him, he replied, that
a great boy had thrown a ftone
at him, becaufe he had endea-
voured to hinder him from
beating another, who was but
a little child. Behold a new
falfehood added to the lift, al-
ready too long!—His father,
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by way of confolation for his
misfortune, haftened to thow
him the neft of young black-
birds, which he had juft pur-
chafed. Never was aftonith-
ment greater than that of Hen-
ry, when he faw that it was
the {fame neft that he had ftolen
from his friend George, and
that he had exchanged for the
marble3, which had juft been
taken from him, and a good
beating given him into the bar-
gain.

It muft be confefled that
Divine juftice was evident in
the fucceflion of thefe occur~
rences, and that it pointed out
the dire¢t means of punifthing
the criminal. Henry became

inftantly fenfible that his firft



breach of faith towards his
friend, had led him into all the
forrowful circumflances and
embarrafiments in which he
was involved, and that he had
told a number of falfehooods
only to increafe his own per-
plexity. The fight of the neft
made him fhed a greater tor-
rent of tears than the blow on
his nofe.
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His father was at a. lofs
what meafure to purfue to ap-
peafe him. ¢ 'Take courage, my
dear fon,” faid he, it is onl;
a fwelled nofe; you are not hurt
in any other part and I have
fomethmg to thow you that
furely will give you pleafure.
You have told me that your
friend George has promifed to
thare the neft that he has found
between you: you fhall not be
inferior to him in generofity:
to-morrow, before you go to
{chool, you fhall carry him two
of thefe birds, that I have juft -
bought of a poor boy, and he
will be glad to fee. that your
affection for him is as firong as
his towards you. 'This pro-
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pofal was a new thunder-ftroke
for Henry. He perceived that
it would be the fureft means
of expofing him to difgrace.
'This thought heavily oppreﬁ-
ed him: he gave himfelf up.to
defpair: he could not utter a
word, and was every inftant
on the point of fainting.

His father feeing bim in this
fituation, imagined that he was
more ferioufly hurt than at firft
appeared. He ordered him to
be put to bed, and gave him
fuch medicines as he judged
proper. Henry was ill with-
out pretence; he could not fleep
during the night, and he was
burnt up with a {corching fever.
His father and mother began
to be apprehenfive for the con-



fequences: they earneftly be-
fought him to tell where he felt
the pain, but he obftinately de-
termined never to difcover the
caufe of his indifpofition, even
if it coft him his life.

The next day George com-
ing, according to his accuftom-
ed habit, to accompany him to
{chool, he was told that Henry
kept his bed with a high fever.



(280

This news filled his tender hieart
with forrow. He entreated
permifiion to be admitted into
the chamber of his friend,
which was readily granted.
As foon as Henry faw him en-
ter the room, he was feized
with a violent palpitation of
the heart, becaufe he imagined
that he had already feen the
neit, and was come to reproach
him for his ill.conduct. What
a dreadful picture of a guilty
confcience! Who would be {fo
mad as to commit a criminal
action, if they could forefee the
pangs that follow vice with un-
erring certainty!  Who would
dare to utter a falfehood, if
they could be made {fenfible
that, {fooner or later, tryth will
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be made known, and dete the
impofture with difgrace.

I only atk my readers to
brmg home to their own bo-
foms, for one moment, the
thame and remorie that over-
whelmed Henry, and I think 1
may be certain that they will
never be guilty of any adion
that can deferve a bluih.

George, after having enJea«
voured to comfort his friend,
left him to go {chool. As he
was leaving the houfe, he faw
Henry's fdthCI‘ in the parlour,
who thowed him the four
birds, and faid that he fhould
eel pleafure in giving him the
choice of two of the prettiefi.
Gcorge knew the neft at the
firft glance, and on the {fudden



unworthy of Henry, to take
away my neft, and then fo
fhamefully maintain that he
knew not what was become
of it.” < Fie, George,” faid
Henry’s- father; ¢ do you
dare to accufe my fon of fo
bad an action? He is not ca-
pable of it, I aflure you,—I
bought the neft yefterday my-



(91

felf, of a little boy named
Lubin.

It rejoiced the heart of
"George, to hear that Henry
was innocent.—That it was his
neft, he was certain, but it was
potiible that another might
have taken it. He made an
apology for his precipitation,
and acknowledged that he had
]udged his friend too rafhly.
Henry’s father then enquired
Whether he was with his fon
when he received fuch a vio-
lent blow on the nofe. ¢ Yes,
Sir, we were together at the
time.” ¢ Well, what had he
done, to draw upon him{felf
fuch rough treatment?”’ George
made no replv :—he would not

tell a falfehood, and he was
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afraid, by a faithful recital, of
expofing his friend, who he
knew was guilty, at leaft, on
that {ubjeét. Henry’s father,
furprifed at George’s confufion,
infifted the more earneftly on
an exact anfwer to his queftion;
and George, perceiving that he
could not elude his enquiries,
thought it moft advifeable to
relate what had happened with
refpect to the marbles, and the
blow on the nofe, which the
little boy had given Henry.
At this recital the father cri-
ed out, ¢ Is it poflible, then,
that my fon has deceived me!
—He told me that it was a
great boy, who flung the ftone
at him becaufe he tried to pre-
vent him from firiking a little



one. Come with me, George,
I will L
As he was faying thefe words
he heard a knock at the door.
He opened it. It was Lubin,
who had brought him a nofe-
gay of field flowers, as a mark
' f gratitude. “ Ah, is it you,
1y good fellow?” cried Hen-
rys father; «1 am glad you
are come at this critical mo-
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ment, This is the boy (‘¢urn-
wng to George) of whom I .
purchafed the nefl.” ¢ Yes,
I certainly fold it to you,” faid
Lubin. <« How did you hap-
pen to find it?” faid George.
I did not take it,” replied the
other; ¢ I had it in barter, with
a young gentleman in a fcarlet
coat, for adozen marbles that I
found in a bag.” This reply ex-
plained the whole matter to
George in a moment. It was
fufficient alfo to convince the
father of Henry of his fon’s
mifconduct. He defired the
two boys to accompany him
to the chamber.

Henry no {fooner faw all
three enter the room togethex,
than he fuppofed that his de-
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ceit was detected: he jumped
haftily out of bed, fell on his
knees before his father, related
the circumiftances as they had
really happened, and entreated
forgivenefs with tears and fobs,
His father was too indignant
to fpeak. George, touched to
the quick to. fee the diftrefs. of
one he had fo dearly loved,
threw. his arms around his
neck, faying, ¢ My dear com-=
panion, I forgive you.—I fee
that you are {ufficiently pu-
nithed by the fufferings of
your mind.” - ¢ Ah;” cried
Henry, ¢ 1 would not en-
dure them. a fecond time for
the whole univerfe.” George
united with him in befeeching
his fatker to grant him forgive-
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nefs, v;hich he could not re-
fufe to their earneft entreaties.

He was fatisfied with giving
his fon the beft inftructions
for correting his faults, and
for guarding himfelf againtt the
danger of committing any thing
of a fimilar nature in future.
His advice had all the effe& he
could defire. Henry, after this
memorable leflon, was dif-
tinguifhed for noble and gene-
rous fentiments, and became
worthy of the friendfhip that
George continued to feel for
him the remainder of his life.

THE END,

P
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