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THE 

Blackbird's Nest. 

-
H·ENRY and Geor.ge "1:ere 

two very engaging chiidrcn.. 

They had formed f o ftrong · a1~ · 

attachmelilt to each other, tha't 

if Henry had fruit ·or cakes, he 

ran to ·offer them to .George:; 

and when George had _any 

thing given him that was nice., 

be never touched it till he had 

carried half of it to Henry. 

Their playthings feerned to be­

long as m\lch to one ~s to the 

other: in fhort, any one vvould 

have f uppofed that _ they had 
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be~n brother~, rat4er than mer~ 
playfellows. · 
· As a clofe intimacy f ubfifted 
betw~en their parents,. tp.ey 
we~e mucq. p1~afed ~o o~fery~ 
the progref~ of this ~arly friend­
fhip . George ~ev¢r failed, a~ 
he went to fchool, to call for 
Henry; and Henry al'Y~YS de-:­
layed his return, till Georg~ 



; 

. } ( 5 ) 

was :ready tq. accompa!]y him. 
-,rhej: learnt their lelf oi,1s · toge­
tllei:, · and· had no di(putes. ex­
cept who ibould be the heft 
fuholar. 

On holidays, they - amufed 
them(elv~s. with walking in the . 
fields, . where they gathered 
nofegays of wild i1owe'rs for 
their :fiilers, or fat on the grafs 
to tell each otp~r entertaining 
ftories, or repeat iome pretty 
verfes that their main mas had 
taught then1. . 

It happened, one day, that 
Henry being gone out -with his 
father, Georg~, in order to pafs 
~ 'A'ay the loneforne hours, ftrol- · . 
led by himfelf i11to the coqn ... · 
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try. As'he was walking along 
the fide of a hedge," he difco­
vered ·a blackbird's neft, · con­
cealed iri th~ thicke~ part -of 
the bufhes. He was not one 
of thofe ''cruel children, who 
• • ~ , • I • 

take ~ · malicious · pleaf ure in 
depriyipg a poor bird of her 
dear little ones. ' He determin-

. r 

ed to 'Yait 'till they fhould n~ 
longer, want the affifiance of 
their ·mother, ·or fhe f~el any 
attachment to them. How­
ever, he did ~ot n:eglea:, the 
~ext ~ay, to communicate th~ 
news of his treaf ure t~ H~nry, 
~~d promifed to take him to 
fe~ the neft; propofipg that 
they fhould go every day to 
yifi t the birds, till their wing~ 

~ • I t , • • ' ' 



, n, 
they ihould be divided between 
then1. Henry ·waited in1pac, 
tiently till fchool ,vas over, that 

George m1ght ihow him the­
n~ft,, and they went together' 
feveral fucceeding days, to ob~ 
ferve the progreis of the neft..r 
lings. 

B 
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·From .the firft m0-n1ent that 
Henry beheld the ne:ff, he con­
ceived the idea of taking pof­
f~flion of it. It is rlifficult to· 
imagine whence fuch an un­
worthy thought could arife,. 
for his friend had already vo­
luntari 1 y offered to ihare the 
fpoils with him : Evil thoughtsi 
infinuate thcrnfelves fo eafily 
into, the hearts of men, tha~ 
they have need to be-al ways on 
their guard against their ap­
proaches. Children, efpeciaUy, 
1houkl be watchful of tbc firfr 
impulfe to do wrong, as from 
their ,veaknefs they are prone 
to error. 'fhis attention to, 
themfelves is an eafy tafk , be-
01 -r~ they have their part.!nts~ 
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9r teachers., at hand, to affift 
.. them ,vith their .advice. N~ei­
ther are they fuffi.cient]y aware, 
that _a f n1~Il fi,tult in the begin~ 
ning:, n1ay increa(e to an odious 
wic.e, which wiH corrupt their 
:hearts, and debafe ·their cha~ 
ract:ers as long as they live. 

Henry took the opportunity, 
one mor.l)ing, before the tin1e 
that George ufuaHy called t1p­
pn hitn, of going to the place 
where the neft was: he found 
(he little qnes pretty \\1ell 
fledged, aµd forgetting at once 
the ties of friend!hip, and the 
generofity of George, he feized 
his prey, and carried it' ~way 
~Y ith a tren1bling hand. 
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When he had got half ,;vay 
home, he fat down under a tree 
to look at the young birds, and 
to hear thcrn chirp. 'l hen, for 
the firft time, he ,vas frruck by 
the 'flzlt fraall voice' oJ con-
ftience, reproaching him for 
the bafe ac1:ion he ha<l juft com-
1nitted. He felt greatly per­
pl~xcd v\·hat cou ~fe to puriue. 
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If he carried the nefr fecretly 
home, he was certain of being 
difcovered in a :fhort time; and 
his father would puni:fh him 
feverely for having deceived . 
~1is playfellow, whofe fricnd­
ihip he ,vou]d lofe betides. If 
he carried the neft back to its 
place, he was afraid of meeting 
George in his way thither. At 
]aft it can1e into his head, that 
he vvould throw .the neft into 
a pond at no great difiance, 
and rnake it fink to the botton1 
by loading it vv ith ftones. 

\V hilft ~e \\-'"as balancing up- · 
on thefe different projects, a 
·boy from a neighbouring vil­
lage happened to pafs by, who,. 

B 3 
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having feen the nett in hjs 
pofieffion, offered hin1 a dozen 
111arbles in a bag, in exch~nge 
for it. 'This propofal feemcd 
to hirn a lucky n1cans of ex tri­
~ating himfelf from his diffi­
·~ulties: he accepted it ,vitholAt 
pefitation, and afterwards \Vent 
~6 fchoo1, anun1ing a counte­
pance of as much tran(]uillity, 
~s if he had <lone nothing to 
~]eferve reproach. He \V[lS frill 
at a lofs to knovv ,vhat excufc 
to make to his friend for not 
having waited for him as u{u~1l 
in the rnoroing. George, \Yho 
had ll'o f uf1)icion, was e;.ifi] y fit­
tisfied vvith fuch excufes as be 
·\vas a 1J1e to feign; and after 
rernarking that the afternoon 



was a a 1 , 

taking that opportunity of go- · 
ing to take their birds, and 
amufing themfelves with the1~ 
the reft of the day. 
· They fet out together as 

f9on as they had .finifhed their 
dinner. George had already 
planned the difpofal of their 

C 
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little family. What _then was 
his concern, to fee all his hopes 
difappointed !-when they -ar­
rived at the buih, fome_ plun­
d,erer had beeh _ there before 
thern. Henry pretended equal 
f urpri[e and vexation... After 
having fpent fome time in fruit­
.1efs~ lamentations, they returned 
home much out of ipirits, 
V/ ith the defign of withdraw­
ing George's attention from his 
misfortune, Henry fhowed him 
b1s marbles, telling hin1 that 
he had found them as he was 
going to fchool; and that now, 
the beft th ing they conld do 
w as to play with them. 

Here, my dear young friends, 
let us paufe a few moments, to 
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confider how much the_ num-:­
ber of Henry',s crimes increafed 
in one d~y.-In the morning 
he robbed hi~ fri~nd, by taking 
poffeffion of th~t peft he had 
geqerou{ly agre~d to fluire with 
him. 'That action was follow­
ed by the eru~l thought of fub~ 
mitting the harmlefs birds to a 
painful death; in order to con­
ceal his fault afterwards,. he 
had recourfe to deceit fl,nd 
falfeho'od to prevent fufpicion; 
and laftly1 he tol~ a lie, py 
faying that he had fo-qtid th~ · 
marbles, when in fact be had 
received them in exchange for 
the birds. · 

~qch is the rapid progn;fs 
C 2 
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of vice. Do not deceive your­
fel ves: detection is certain: 
though you rna y conceal you 1· 

faults for iorne time, yet there 
is a Power from which they 
cannot be hid, · and which will 
not fail to brjng them to light. 
Ho"'rever. cautious you may be, 
you will betray yourfelves, for 
you will not be able to invent 
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io many falfeboods as will bt 
r.eqniiite to hide your ·difilmµ­
lation from your cornpanioµs. 
"fhe firft flip of yoqr memory 
will throw you into f uch cori­
fufion, as \¥ill natuq1lly l~a-µ. 

' to difcoyery; then follo·w pif­
grace, ihame, and the punif4-
ments you ~o juftly deferve. 

Let us now return to the 
ftory: qeorge, whofe ~hief g_ra­
tification . in :finding th~ neft, -
was the expected ple~f ure pf en­
joying the· priz~ with his friend, 
grew reconciled to th~ difap.,. 
pointment when he fa w that he 
no longer regretted it;· therefore 
they began to play together 
at 1:11~rbles, and for fome tin1e 

C g 
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the game went on very f moo th,. 
1 y; but at length, fon1e other 

. boys who ,vere going that way, 
fi:opped to fee them play; on~ 
atnongft thefe, after having 
looked attentive1y at the mar-
.ples, claimed then1 as his pro­

perty; al\}d decl~re.~ that he had 
loft t_hern that :very ~orning, 
tied up in a little bag. Henry 
laughed .at his pretenfiqns, a ncl 
boldly 1nai n taincd that he haq. 
bought them. Bq.t Geqrge, 
who had juft heard hin1 iµy 
that he had found them, re­
proved him for _det?ying tl-,1.~ 
truth, and eritreat~d him to re:­
!itore them to their owner. 

I 

Henry retu(ed to do fo, and 
repeated that he had found 

them, f4yiup, th~t no,v they 
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'1Y-ere his, and he would keep 

them. IN this., ho\v.ever, he 

,~·as mi11:a.ker1, for- the little 
11ranger attacked hin1 rDtJgb]y, 

gave him a blow on the nofe 
1;yith his fift, t0ok the marbles 

from him, and walked off, 

leaving 'him to make painful 

rcfleclions on the firfi: conte!' 

;quences of his bad conduc1=. 
lt becomes neceffary to in~ 

fonn my readers, that the-little 

boy "\\1 ho c1ainJed the n1~rbles 

h~d re~l ly loft them, .as he faid; 

.a9d that he w.hQ. 'had' given 

_ the1n tQ I-Ie_r:iry -i1~ exchange for 

:the ~i rds, haq fo~bd them. But 

3S he thought he could make a 

greater a~Lvat? ta.g.e .of the birds. 
than of the matlr1es, he bad 

~oD(ent.eq. t o t~ bargain as 
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mentioned before. This boy 
was the fon of very honeft pa".'.' 
rents, though thty w~re ~x­
t_r~mel y poor.. His nam~ was 

··Lubin, and he was well known 
. tor m~-~y miles round the couq~ 
try, being employed in ferving 
the neighbourhood wjth fag­
gots, 'Yhich he ma~e himfelf 
of the· dead wood that he was . . . 

~Ilo'vved to pick up in the fo-
reft. The money he earned in 
this manner, he ·carried to his 
1nother, tow~rds the fupport 
of the family. As his parents 
~ould not afford to fend him 

. to fchool, he had plenty of lei- . 
f u~e to manag~ his little trade~ 
wh~ch he carried on with great 
induftry and activity. Litt]~ 
~~bin ~aving becon1~ m~fter 



of the neft, examined the birds, 
and p.nding -them ftrong and 
"\\'ell grown, ran w-ith them to­
wards the village ,vhere Henry 
and George lived, in order tG 

try to difpofe of the whole neft 
at fo1ne gentleman's houfe. 

It happened, that the firft 
perfon to w horn he offered 
thern was the father of Henry, 
who kno,ving that, notwith-
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:fianding his poverty, .he had 
eftablifhed a good character for 
honefty, took the neft, and 
gave him half a crown. Lu bin, 
who never before had fo n1uch 
money at once, ran with hafte 
to carry it to his mother; who 
received it with great joy. 

Henry was n9t long before 
he returned home, holding his 
:fiill bleeding n ofe w~ tµ hi~ 
handkerchief. When the fi~­
mily enquired what had hap"." 
pened to him, he r~plied, that 
a great boy had thrown a ftone 
at him, becaufe he had endea­
voured to hinder him from 
beating another, who was but 
a little child. Beho1d a new 
falfehood added to the lift, al"." 
r eady too long!-His father, 
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by way of confolation for his 
1nisfortune, hafi:ened to fho,w 
hi1n the neft of young black­
birds, which he had jufi: pur­
chafed. Neve'r was afionifh- , 
rnent greater than that of He~­
ry, when he faw that it ·was 
the fame neft that he had ftolert 
from his friend . George, ant\. 
th~ t he had excha_n-ged for the 
marble~, which had juft -been 
taken from him; and · a good 
be~ting given him into the bar-: 
gain. 

It muft be confeffed that 
Divine juftice was evident in 
the f ucceffion of thefe occur­
rences, and that it pointed out 
the direct means of punifhing 
the criminal. Henry became 
inftantly fenfible that his fitjt 



breach of faith towards his 
friend, had led him into all the 
f orrowful circumflances and 
embarraffments in · which he 
was involved, and that he had 
told a number of ·falfebooods 
only to increafe his own ·per­
plexity. The fight of the neft 
rn_ade hirn ihed a greater tor­
rent of tears than the blow on 
his nofe. 
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His father wa5 at -a Jqfa 
,vhat 1neafure to purfue to ap~ 
peafe hi1n. "rfake cqurage, rny 
dear fon," faid he, ~' it is only 
a f vvelled nofe~ you are not hurt 
in any other p~rt, <:lnd I have 

, fomething to_ fllo!v you that 
furely will give you pleafure~ 
You have told rne that your · 
friend G·eorge has promifed tq 
fhare the nett that he 'has found 

• l 

bet\:veen you: you fhall not be 
inferior to him in generofity.: 
to-morrow, · before you go to 
fchool, you ·fhall carry 'hi 1n t\-VO 

of thefe birds, that I have juft 
bought of a poor boy, and he 
,vill be glad to fee . that your 
affection for him is as flrong as 
h i-s towards you. 'fhis pro-
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po(al was a new thunder-ftroke 
for Henry. He perceived that 
it would be the fureft rneans 
9f expofing him to difgrcice. 
'fhis thought ,heavily opprefl:. 
ed him: he gave himfelf up ,to 
def pair: he could not utter a 
,vord, and was every -inftant 
on the point of fainting. 

His father feejng him in this 
fituation, irnagined that he was 
~ore feriouOy hurt than at firft 
~ppeared. He ordered him to 
be put to bed, and gaYe him 
fuch medicines as he judged 
proper. ' Henry was ill \vitb­
ou t pretence; he could not :f1eep 
during the night, and he -vvas 
burnt up ,vith a fcorching fever. 
I-I is father and mother began 
to be apprebenfive for the con-



fequences: they earneftly be­
fought hin1 to tell ,vhere he felt 
the pain, but he obftinately de­
tennined never to difcover the 
caufe of his indifpo:fition, even 
if it coft him his life. 

T'he next day George cou1 .. 
ing, according to his accu1lo1n­
ed habit, to accompany him to 
fchool, he ,vas told that Henry 
kept his bed \vith a high fever. 
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Thi~ n_ews filled his tender heart 
with forrQ\V. He entreated 

· peFmi{fio.n to he admitted into 
the chamber of his friend, 
vv hich was · readily granted. 
As foon .as He~ry faw him en-

, ter th~ room, he vvas feized 
with a violent pa] pjtation of 
the heart, becaufe he imagined 
that he had already feen the 
ne11:, and was come to reproach 
pim for his ill--conduct. Vf hat 
a dre~df u l picl:ure of a guilty 
confcience ! Who wo11 ld be fo . . 
rDa d as to commit a criminal 
acl:ion, if they Gould forefee the 
pangs.that follow vice with un­
erring certainty! '½rho woul~ 
~are to vtter a falfehood, if 
th~y could qe made fen4 hie 
that, fooqer or lqter, trqth will 
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be- n1ade known, and detect the 
impofi:ure with di1grace. 

I on 1 y afk. n1y · readers to 
bring hon1e to their own bo­
forns, for one mornent, the 
:fhame and re1norfe that over-
wbeln1cd Henrv, and I think I 

,.I 

1nay be certain that they will 
never be guilty of any aB.ion 
that can deferve a hl ufh . . 

George, after having er dea..,, 
,oured to comfort his friend, 
left hirn to go fchooL As he 
\Yas leaving the hoi;ife, he faw 
I-Ienry's father in the parlour, 
who ihowed hin1 the four 
birds, and faid that he ihould 
eel pleafure in giving hi1n the 

choice of two of the prettieft .. 
George kne\v the nefi: at' the 
firft ·glance., and on the fudden 

, 
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unworthy of -Henry, to take 
a\vay n1y neft, and then io 
ihamefully maintain that he 
knew not what was become 
of _it." "Fie., George," faid 
Henry's father; " do you 
dare to accufe my fon of f o 
bad an action? He is not ca­
pable 0£ it, I affure you.-I 
bou~ht the ne:ft yefterda y my• 
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fdf, _of a ·little poy pameq 
Lu-bin. 

It rejpic~d the heart of 
- George, to hear that Henry 
was innocen't.-. That it was his 

' • ~ • j 

pefl:, h~ wa~ ~ert~in, but it wa~. 
poilible 'that another might 
haye t"aken it. He · made an. 
~pology for his precipitation~ 
and acknowledged that he haq 
judged his friend too _rafhly. 
Henry's father then enquired 
whether he ,vas . with his fori 
~vhen he received fuch a vio~ 
lent blow on the nofe. " Yes, 
Sir, we were together at the 
time." ~' Well, what had he 
~one, to draw -µpon himfelf 
fuch rough treatment?'~ George 
made no reply :-he vvould not 
fell a falfehood, anq. he was 

. .... . . . . . ., 



- ( 3'2 ) 

.~.f raid, by a faithful recital, of 
expofing his fr~end, who he 
knew was guilty, at 1eaft, on 
that fubjecr. Henry's father, 
furprifed at George's confu:Gon, 
infifi:ed the more earneftly on 
an exact anf vve.r to his queftion; 
and George, perceiving that he 
could not _ elude his enquirie~, 
thought it moft advifeable to 
relate what had happened with 
-refpecr to the n1arbles, and the 
blow on the nofe, which the 
little boy had given Henry. 

At this recital the father cri­
ed out, " Is it po:ffible, tben., 
that my fon has deceived me! 
-He told me that it was a 
great boy, who flung the ftone 
at him becaufe he trjed to pre:­
-rent him from ftriking a 1ittl9 



,on.e. Co,m,e with m;e, G.eorge! 
I will----'! . 

As he yvas faying thtfe word~ 
be heard a knock at the door. 
He opened it. . It ·~as L?bi~! 
wh,o had br~ught him a noie­
gay of fiel~ flo-vyers, a~ a 1nark 
9f gratitude. " Ah, i~ it you, 
1ny good felloyv ?" cried He~.: 
ry' s father; " I am glad you 
are come at this critical mo-
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•p}ent. This is the .boy , (tur~­
.ing to George) of whom I . 
purchafed the neft."'' " Yes., 
I certainly fold it to you," faid 
Lubin. " How did you hap­
pen to .find it?" faid George. 
" I did not take it,". replied the 
,other; " I had it in bart~r, with 
a youn·g gent1eman in a fcarlet 
coat<JI for a .dozen marbles that I 
f0und in a bag." This reply .ex­
plained the whole ~atter to 
George in a moment. It was 
i;uflicient' alfo to convince the 
fa ther of Henry of his_ fon's 
mifconducr. He defired the 
two boys to accompany him 
to the cbam ber. 

Henry no fooner faw a,l 
t.bree enter the room together, 
~ he fuppofed that his de~ 
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ceit was detected: he jump~d 
haftily out of bed, fell on .his 
knees before his father;related 
the circun1:ftances as they had' 
really happened, ·and entreated. 
forgivenefs with fears and fobs~. 
His father was too indignant 
to fpeak. George, touched to .. -
the quick to-fe€ the <lift.refs. of. 
one he had fo dearly loved, · 
threw his arms around his 
neck, faying, " My. dear com..:' 
panion, I forgive you.-I fee 
that, you are f ufficiently pu­
nHhed· by the f ufferings of 

. d " Ah '' . d your min :. " . , · cne 
Henry, " I ,vould not en­
dure them. ·· a ·feco.nrl time for 
the whole univerie." George 
united \:vith hini in . befeechi11g 
his fatken to grant him forgiv:-e .. 
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nets, which he could not re·-
fufe to their earneft entreaties. 

He was fatisfied with giving 
his fon the heft infl:ructions 
for correcting his faults, and. 
for guarding himfelf againft the 
danger of committing. a~y thing 
of a fimilar nature in future. 
His advice had all the effe& he 
could defire • . Henry, after this 
memorable Jeff on, was dif­
tinguifhed for noble and gene­
rous fentiments, and became 
worthy of the friendihip that 
George continued to feel for 
him the remainder of his lifeo 

THE END. 
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