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THE 

VAL .VE of a CHILD, &c. 

Dear Daughter, 

, ~· "" T is my 1110ft ~ncere de.fire, 
~~"A'ill andhigheft a1nbition, thatthe 

increafe of my fa1nily may be 
1 =:a===:;=1 to the f pread of wifdom, vir­
tue and piety in the world. And as God 
has graciouily made yoli the mother of a 

lovely boy, I would gladly make you 
fenfible, how much it is incun1bent upon 
you, to whom nature has committed the_ 
firfr and mofi: flexible years of life, to 

bring him tip, and as n1any more as 
A 2 Ga.d 



4 :fhe Value ef a Child. 

God may give you, to this beft and nO-: 

bleft purpofe. 

OF all creatures in the earth it feerneth 

proper to man alone to refleEt upon him­

felf; to compute the value of his own be­

ing, and to confider what is agreeable to 

the dignity of it. This, not only Ihews the 

extent of our capacities; but 1noreover,. 

is neceffary to the right conduEt of life. 

For, if men were duely fenfible of their 

own worth, could they fo commonly and 

fo carelefsly abandon themfelves to fen­

fual purfuits; or aEt as if they were no­

thing but a pcrifhing body; when, in 

fact, they are f pirits, created for all the 

glories of intelligence, ~nd all the hap­

pinefs of i1111nortality ? 

BuT this way of thinking ought par­

ticularly t.o be applied to our CH r L­

D REN; whom providence defignedly 

puts into our hands altogether heJplefs 
and 
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and ignorant:' to ihew us · from the very 
firft our great duty as parents; namely> 
that we ought to employ our underftand­
ings; and ufe the beft induftry, for the 
prefervation and welfare of our offspring. 
Other creatures want our faculties : and 
the ref ore, their young, bating bulk and 
ftrength, are brought forth at maturity. 
The actions of the lamb, the very hour 
it fees the light, are equal to any future 
inftance of it's fagacity. So that the 
whole creature is at once produced. But 
when the body of 1nan is brought forth, 
his mind, his better part, is, in a fenfe, 
frill unborn. It belongs to . us to light 
the underftandings of our children; to 
excite them to _proper action; to mo­
derate and direct their paffions, and to 
do all we can to fet them into the right 
way of life. But this we can never do, 
as we ought, unlefs our efteem and value 
of them be .fi. ed upon a juft foundation. 

In 
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In which cafe the affeB:ion of a mother js 

not always the fafeft guide. 

INDEED, they become ours under fuch 

circumftances, as neceifarily incline us to 
love the1n extremely. But nature never 
puts us into any wrong traB:. We mif­

take her fweet and gentle language, and, 
thro' inconfideratenefs, pufh the inclina­

tions fhe gives quite beyon~ the bounds 

of truth and right. We are naturally de­
lighted with our young, that we may 
carefully guard and nurfe their tender 
age, and chearfully perform the various 
attendance they require. But it is a com-

1non, tho' n1oft deplorable cafe, for people. 

to pervert this lovely principle to the utter 
ruin of their children; whilft they confi­
der them only as objects of delight, and 

under that mifrake fancy they have no­

thing to do but to cocker and indulge 

what fo much pleafeth them, and in 
which they are not willing to fee any ir-

regularity 
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regularity that needs correction, or the 

refrraint of wholef01ne difcip1ine. A fa­

ther, it is true, may fall intd this error: 

but here the 1nother's weaknefs is com­

n1only the greater. And the goood con­

duct of the wifeft father 1nay eafily, and 

to him infenfibly, be defeated by a mo­

ther's exceffive fondnefs. Againft which 

even a co1npetent meafure of good fenfe 

and virtue may not be a fufficient guard, 

without a particular attention, and feri­

ous reflection upon the nature and worth 

of a child. 

RE AS O N is the grand meafore ·of 
our being and actions. Here lieth ·' our 

highefr excellence, pur trueft riches, and 
moft folid happinefs. In the jufr exer­

cife of this a man is a God to hin1felf 
and others: neglecting this, we are only 

brutes in a different ihape. By thij we 

diftingui!h things, examine their natures, 

d~fcer~ our feveral relations to them, and 
the 
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the duties thence refulting. Vvhat ever 
we invent or cultivate, all arts and fcien­
ces, all the conveniencies and accommo­
dations of life are managed by reafon. 
c_{his eftabli.iheth, connecreth and prefer­
veth all the greater and leITer com bina­
tions of men for their mutual welfare. 
Families, cities, kingdoms; religion, 
laws, decency, honour, con1merce, 
friendlhip, every thing valuable, honefr, 
commendabie, frands finnly upon this, 
and no other foun dation. By this we con­
template the order, harmony and beauty 
of the various appearances in nature ; 
open a profpecl: into worlds vafrly re­
mote; delineate and compute their mo .. 
tions as they perfonn4 their rapid courfes 
in the bofom of immenfe fpace. By 
this we raife our thoughts above the whole 
creation to the firfr and beft of all beings, 
the father of the univerfe, the fountain 
of all exiftence and happinefs ; difcover. 
his perfections, imitate his rectitude, and 

find 
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find we are infinitely happy in fo doing. 
By this we fhoot our thoughts far beyond 
the bounds o'r our prefent life, conceive 
an endlefs duration in another world, 
and are animated to feek and hope for a 
felicity in the lofty regions of eternity. 

Now, a little creature endowed with· 
this noble principle, and in whom it may 
grow to a high degree of perfection, 
ought to be regarded as a being of impor­
tance; as containing in it fomething di­
~ine, and much fuperior to any of the 
works of art or nature, which we view 
with our eyes, either in the heavens; 
or in the earth. It muft be vaftly more 
than only an object of fancy and amufe­
ment. It demands even our reverence; 
and certainly ought to be treated with a 
particular addrefs. 

EsrEcrA LL y confidering that the form.., 
ing the tender 111ind depends very muc~ 

B vpon 
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upon our conduct. By humoring and in­

dulging, careffing and ad1niring a child 

at any rate; by being loth to gaul the 

neck with the yoke of difcipline; by tinc­

ttiring the palate with a tafte of foft and 

effeminate pleafures, we cruelly abandon 

the lovely creature to all the weakneifes 

of it's conftitution; lead it out of the 

way of truth and life, and expofe it to 

be inilaved and devoured by ravenous ap­

petites. Which is fomcthing far worfe 

than cafting pearls upon a dunghil: it is 

to extinguifh a mind; to 1nurder an an­

gel; to deftroy an intelligence, of all na­

tures in the univerfe the mofi excellent. 

But if we carefully guard and tutor the 

young foul, that he be not commonly 

dealt with in a ludicrous, trifling way, 

but accnftomed to the early exercife of 

reafon; if nothing abfurd in his actions 

be fuffered to pafs, without bringing it 

to the tefi: of good fenfe; if we teach hi1n 

to attend to the eifential differences of 

things 
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things, which appear very evident even 
to children; if he is inured betimes to 
felf-denial and patience, and is 1nade to 
know, that he recommends himfelf only 
by what is good, virtuous and -ingenious: _ 
this is to do him jufrice; this is to treat 
him agreeably to his real worth and dig­
nity. Thus we endeavour to add a new 
glory to the creation, and to light up a 

new ftar in the intellectual firmament. 
Thus the little man becomes po:ffeffed of 
a found mind; thus he grows up to be 
wi Ce in choofing, and fteady in praB:ifing 
what is beft; te1nperate in governing his 
paffions; brave in defpifing what is un­
certain, infufficient and of fhort duration; 
and happy in being difengaged fro1n the 
bad influence of bodily impreffions. 

AND why ihould our affection and 
care tern1inate fo much in the BODY? 
We ought not indeed to find fault with 
the fovereign will, which has for a while 

B 2 confinecl 
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confine--l us to it: there are many dudes 

we owe it, and we are allowed the reafon .. 

able ufe of any of it's pleafures. But, 

when it is fet off to the beft advantage, 

do we not all know what it is? How it 

grows and is nouri.fhed? How it decay­

eth and dieth? Wherein do its compound­

ing parts excell thofe of the creatures be­
low us? or what can it in joy which they 

are not capable of, perhaps in a higher 

degree? Does it not lie open in every 

point to difeafe and pain ? Which not all 

our fkill and care can either prevent or 

relieve, and which only a found, well in­

ftructed mind can enable us to endure. 
One cannot willingly make fuch an un­

grateful fuppofition, yet is there not roo1n 

enough to fuppofe, you may at any un­
certain time fee the fweet babe groaning 

under the heavieft affiicl:ion, fhrieking 

out in extreme anguifh, or pining away 

under a lingering diftemper? Po.ffibly 

you may fee him in the agonies of death : 
Poffibly 
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Poffibly you may fee him, if you can 

bear to fee him, dead; the dear body 

without breath, without motion, piercing 

the weeping mother's heart with the bit~ 

tereft forrows. Neither the reluctance of 

your thoughts, nor my hearty ~ifhes of 

the contrary, can prevent this, if he, 

whofe will we cannot refi_ft, appoints it: 

to be fo. We have not one of ·the ex- · 

ternals of life in our own power. They 

are all abfolutely at the ditpofal ~f one 

who can fink or raife them when, and as 

he pleafeth. This iliould fo moderate 

our regards to the body, and whatever be­

longs to it, as that they may, neither in 

this, nor any other cafe, hinder the fr~~ 

exercife of our n1inds, in attending to 
t • 

that which is fupremely and unalterably 

good; which alone can make u~ happy, 

and will make us happy fo~ ever. 

BuT how many mothers have wiiliea 

death had pr~ventecl ·the undutifu]nefs of 

their 
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their children, which hath bereaved them 
of all co1nfort, when they have n1oft of all 
flood in need of it? Look before you, 
daughter, to threefcore, -when life begins 
to be cold and dark. Would you then 
be Oighted, difregarded, difhonoured? 
Would you have your aged heart torn 
and pained with the follies and extrava­
gancies of your children? Or would you 
then be reverenced, efteemed, confulted, 
attended,, and have a perpetual pleafure 
~n tJle:r wife and regular conduct? Now 
is the time to form the plan of your own 
as well as their future happinefs. And 
as ever you hope to be confiderable here­
after, make yourfelf fo now. The young 
mother's indulgence brings the old wo­
man into contempt. A parental domi­
nion, well fupported by reafon and good 
fenfe, is the beft hold we can have of our 
children. If we fo love them as frill to 
maintain our authority; and fo main­
~ain our authority as f ufficiently to dif­
cover our love; and if both love and 

autho-
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authority confpire together, the one 

fteadily forbidding, and, in good earneft, 

corre5ting ~hat is wrong, and the other 

chearfully encouraging and f miling upon 

every thing right and commendable, they 

are probably our own for life. Love 

alone may not be depended upon, being 

regarded as a thing of courfe, which a 

child is not much concerned to return; 

and which lofeth all it's force when he 

1neets with other objects to divert his af­

fections from you. But a mind trained 

up in wifdom and virtue can never be un­

grateful to it's beft benefactors, and the 

early impreffions of a well managed au­

thority are never wholly effaced. An.:i, 

confidering the advantages nature gives 

us, it is eafy to eftablifh a lafting do-

1ninion over the fupple f pirits, if we are 

not by fondnefs intoxicated into a fhame­

ful neglect of ourfelves and them. A 

child is eafily taught to ftand in awe of a 

father or mother; to regard their perfons 
as 
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as· facred, and thei1~ commands a.s indif . 
_putab1e .. 

You ili.ould 1ikewife look forward into 
l:fe .for your child as well ·as for yourfelf. 
As years advance, habits gain ftre0gth. 
It is therefore your wifdorn, .of the dif-

. ferent ways of life to choofe the heft; ha­
bituate him to it betimes, and that will 
make it eaf y and pleafan~; nor can he, 
but with difficulty, be feduced into a fa­
vourable opinion of what is worfe. Man 
is a various creature. One fees the igno­
rant, th~ idle, the covetous, the proud, 
the luxm;ious, the voluptuous, &c. on 
the other hand; : there's the knowing, the 
active, the ufeful, the temperate, the 
prudent, the brave, the patient, the 
humble, the benevolent. I need not 
aflt<. you to choofe your charaB:er: I know 
where you would be. Idlenefs is a fort 
of non-exifrence, the bane of all enjoy­
ment, which render. a life of the greatefl: 

advantages 
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advantages infipid, dull and infignificarit. 
Covetoufnefs is miferably wanting what 
we already have; or infatiably craving 
what we do not want. Pride leads to all 
the evils, which thinking too highly of 
ourfelves, and too contemptibly of all 
other beings, can produce. Pleaf ure is 
our greateit: foible, and moil: dangerous 
delufion, inflaving and debafing the foul~ 
and ruining all it's glory. In fhort, all 
vice, however polifhed, difguifed, or r-e­
con1mendrd by wit or fafhiem, is error 
and falfhood, the difeafe anrl deformity 
of our nature: and therefore, th'.")llgh 
the vitious ·may, at prefent, be diverted 
and amufed, .yet really they muft be def­
titute of true peace and happinefs. Vir­
tue is tru~h and right, the health, har­
mony and beauty of the foul, and cannot 
but yield perpetual fatisfacrion to the 
1nind reflecting upon it's own conduct. 
Then, as ever you defire to have your 
children fhine 1n the honours of a good 

C character, 
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character, and happy in that comfort 

and tranquillity to which too many ari 

ftr;angers, form them betimes to virtue. 

As the tree receives it's growth, fo the 

mind is always infenfibly taking it's bent: 

and, if it).s not carefully fet and directed 

at firft, will prove too ftubborn for any 

remedy we may afterward be willing to 

apply, when the inclinations, humours 

and paffions, which we once thought 

harmlefs, appear threatning and dan­

gerous. 

You are careful to make the circum­

frances of your children eafy in futur~ 

life. And confider; whether you choofe 

to be providing fewel for vice, or laying 

in materials for the exercife of goodnefs ; 

aud take your meafures accordingl y. 

BuT your children as well as other 

may be pinched in the iron claws of ne­

ceffity. No condition can be an abfolutc 

fccurity 



The Value ef a Child~ I 9 
fecurity, again ft the. greateft pains, wants, 
difappointments, loifes, dangers; which 
are infupportable bur~hens to thofe, who 
have never" learnt to value or relifh any­
thing above the objects of fenfe; and 
have. been accuftomed to b~:\ . ..pleafed and 
gratified in every thing. Whilft the r11an 
pracrifed in felf denial, ·and abftinence, 
feafoned with the maxims of wifdom, 
and fteeled with true fortitude, can, not 
only fupport hirnfelf under, but even 
1nake his own advantage of; that which 
quite difrraJ:s and overwhelms other&. 

NOR will the benefit of early difcipline 
redound to your child only: Others will 
!hare in the good effects of it. Every 
Man is of fome confequence to fociet-y, 
and his influence is always proportionable 
to his wealth and power. If a man is 
wicked, the greater his power, and the 
higher he ftand.s, the 1nore readily, and 
the further he 1preads his own ill quali-

C 2 ties, 
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ties, and the more mifchief he is capabl~ 

of doing. An<l it is fad to fee, how 

many .every where are drawn into de­

bauchery, by the vicious examples of their 

fuperiors, abufed by their infolence, and 

oppreffed by their rapacious covetoufnefs. 

But a gentleman of fobriety and humani­

ty, a friend to mankind, whofe life re­

commends virtue, and whofe moderation 

and goodnefs fweeten the condition of 

thofe who depend upon him, or are arty 

ways obnoxious to him, muft be an in­

valuable prefent to the world, and may 

be an extenfive bleffing in it. Therefore 

as you defire your children may poffefs 

handfome fortunes, and labour to pro­

cure for them the beft you can ; and as 

you know not in what poft of eminence 

the providence of God, who can raife up 

even the poor out of the dufl, that he 

may Jet him with princes, may place 

them, you .fhould beftow a care and dili-

gence, 
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gence, as if they were to be ranked 
amongfi: the greateft. 

WE know not how large a !hare of 
nankind in future ages may fpring from 
us; nor confequently, how far the effects 
of our prefent management 1nay fpread . 
But furely, whether our branches are 
many or few, it ihould be a pleafing ima­
gination, to fuppofe religion and good­
nefs, not impiety and wickednefs, con­
veyed down from us to pofi:erity. 

BuT the GosPEL ! The glorious gof­
pel of the bleffed God fetteth the higheft 
rate upon our nature, and fupplie~ the 
ftrongefl motives for the cultivation of 
it. There we are not only, to great ad­
vantage, diflinguifhed from the creatures 
below us, but moreover are reprefented 
as capable of rifing to an equal degree of 
wifdom and felicity with thofe that are 
above us, upon fome of the loftiefl: fteps 

of 
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of creation. We fl1amefully neglect our 

being, and ungrmefully defpife the beft 

good-will of the munificent author of it, 

if we 1nake not this a prevailing- argu­

ment for growing cont:nually in heavenly 

purity and love. Your child is born in 

the falnily and covenant of God; and it's 

f11are in the honours, priviledges, and 

everlafting inheritance belonging to his 

houfe, have been fignified and affured to 

it in baptifm, as his free gift in Chrift 

]efus. This extraordinary advantage is 

intended to have it's effect both upon you 

and your children. The moft · excellent 

precepts of wif dom are delivered to us 

by the fon of God. And while you 

make thof e the rule of your own life, 

and of your children's education, muft it 

not ravi[h your foul,and excite your n1ofr 

zealous induftry, to reflect; that you are 

bringing them up to be glorious a1nong 

glorious angels; holy f pirits among the 

fpirits of jufl: n1en made perfect; heirs 
of 
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()f eternal life ; kings and priefts to God, 
in the happy n1anfions, which the re­
deemer is gone to make ready for his 
true fond faithful fervants ! What joy 
muft it be to confider your family as a 
nurfery for heaven and immortality! Oh! 
what joy one day to n1eet your dear con­
fort in the paradife of God, and the dear 
pledges of your mutual love, !hining in 
perf eB:ions and honours too high for our 
prefent compreh~nfion; difpofed to the 
nobleft intelleB:trnl exercifes, and the 
moft delightful enjoyments, not only of 
each other, but of the father of the uni~ 
verie, who is life, light and love in­
~ffable ! 

INDEED, we may fall into the contrary 
111ifkry; and it is evident, from the very 
nature of wickednefs, and it's effects in 
this world, that our religion would have 
been falfe had it not told us fo. We 
may receive the grac~ ()f God in vain, 

and 
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and fink into endlefs darknefs and fepara­

tion from him. And can we without 

horror fuppofe; that poffibly our negli­

gence may contribute to the eternal ruin 

of our children? Can it fit eafy upon 

our thoughts; that poffibly we may be 

infrrumental of bringing new creatures 

into being, only to infult the divine au­
thority, to viola~~ his laws, to flight his 

grace, and to fin themfelves into a total 

incapacity of being happy in him? Shall 

we bring forth and nourifh children only 

to increafe the number of apofrates, ancl 

to find work for vindictive juftice? 

THE bringing up of children fhouJd 

not be regarded as a thing of courfe, but 

as a, matter of the moft. ferious attention 

and care. I have my felf experienced 

the advantages of a good education; and 

have feen the difmal confequences of neg­

lect and unreafonable indulgence. Fix 

it in your heart, th.at the happine£ of 
your 
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your beloved offspring, both temporal 

and eternal, depends upon your wife and 

early tutorage. 

LET the following rules be well ob-­

ferved. In care, reproof, correction, en­

courage1nent, hufband and wite fhould 

act in perfect concert. Teach your­

child fi.1bmiffion to your felf, or you 

will be able to teach him nothing be- . 

fides. Remove all bad examples from his 

fight. Underftand yourfelves what you 

would have your children underfrand ;. 

be yourfel ves what you would have 

them be; and do yourfelves, what you 

would have them prac1:ice. Parents are 

the original models upon which we form 

our tempers and behaviour. Gradually 

infufe into the empty mind the deareft 

and moft affecting notions · of God; his 

omniprefence, almighty power, his good-

D nefs 
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nefs and over-ruling providence, his re-. 

-_gards to piou~ men, his .hearing and an­
fwering of prayer. cWhet thefe things up­
on the tender fpirit, and fix the1n byfcrip­
ture-infiances; as _Noah, Abraham, 'Jofeph, 
the Ifraelites paffage through the Red-Sea, 
being fed with Manna, the three children 
in the fiery furnace, Daniel ln the lion's 
den, and fuch like. Let him frequently 
hear ferious difcourfe upon religious and 
heavenly fubjecls. He will liften and catch 
the fa1ne fpirit. Shew him the vanity of 
the world, the frailty of the body, the 
dignity and i1~-9-nite worth of the 1nind. 
Often tnc_ulcate-, that he is made, not to 
live here below, but in the glorious and 
eternal world above: and that he is here 
only t_o have his virtue tried and exercifed, 
that he rnay be fit to live in heaven ; from 
whence God has fent a great and glorious 
perfon on purpofe to inform us how we 
ought to behave here, in order to our 

being 
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being for ever happy hereafter; to whofe 
inftructions we ihould therefore have the· 
higheft regard. Habituate him to fanc­
rify the lord's day; to efteem highly the 
word of God; to reverence his ordi-~ 
nances, and to honour his miniflers. 
Lead him on, as he is capable, to the 
deareft knowledge of gofpel-docl:rine. 
But be fore with all religious inftrucl:ior1 1 

that he fuck in a fpirit of univerfal can­
dor, goodnefs, and charity. The jufl.:eft" 
notions attended with the virulence of bi­
gotry are but as generous wine turned in­
to the fowreft vinegar. Let him be well 
efl:ablifhed in liberty (liberty to ufe and 
improve his underftanding) and the 
rights of confcience; but for others as 
well as himfelf. Addrefs his underftand ­
ing ; encourage his enquiries, and ufe 
hirn betimes to ·think and reafon. Re­
prefent vice in the moft odious, virtue in 
themofr amiable colours. Efpecially give 

D 2 him 
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hi1n a deep fenfe of truth and integrity, 

and an abhorrence of all manner ~f falf­

hood, fraud, craft, fi.1bterfuge and dif .. 

fimu1ation, as bafe anddifhonourable, and 

highly difpleafing to God. You cannot 

cherifh veracity ·too much. Never be 
fevere for any fault he ingenuoufly ac­

know-ledges: But while you are convin­

cing hi1n of the wrong he has done, ho­

nour and comn1end him for the truth he 

has f po ken. Make hin1 fenfible bodily 

appetites and paffions are very dangerous, 

if not duely reftrained. Give him a low 

opinion of fplendor and iho<vv, and de­

ceive him not into wrong thoughts of 

hi1nfelf by gaudy ornaments. Teach 

him to reverence the human nature even 

in the poorefr, and fuffer him not to treat 

any with contempt. Cherifh modefty, 

and check a forward, bold behaviour; 

it may grow into an unruly diifolute in­

folence. Suffer him not to be a man, 
but 
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but as years and uhderftanding allow. 
Boys are by no means fit to govern thern­
felves, or to direct others. Inure him to 
diligence and clofe application, (proper­
ly intennixed with play and diverfion) 
when he is ftrong enough to apply to 
learning; and let him want no advan­
tage of increafing in know ledge and wif­
dom you can procure, or he can improve. 
And reft perfuaded that your fincere and 
pious endeavours wi1l not be in vain. 
The nature of things, and the promife of 
God infure fuccefs. 

I prefent you with this, not becaufe I 
think it exceeds what others may have 
done; but becaufe I hope it will engage 
the greater regard on account of the hand · 
from which it comes. 

MAY the fountain of all being, wif­
dom, and happinefs, !bower down the 
choiceft bleffings on you and yours. 

IVL-,y 
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May our poflerity rife up in fucceffive 
generations ' to honour and ferve him: : 
And may he direct and guard us all 
through the temptations and -uncertain­
ties of this world to the unf peakable joys 
of his prefence, is the h~arty prayer ot~ 
dear daughter, your affectionate father, & c. 

, 
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