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CONSIDERATIONS

ON THE

Importation and Exportation of Beaver;
Wi T N

RemArRks on the HatrTer's Cask.

Degree, from all or moft of the Britifb Settlements on the Continent of North America

viz, from Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Penfilvanis, New-York, New-England, Hud-
Jow’s-Bay, and Newfoundland, as appears by the Cuftom-houfe Accounts of the Imports
thereof.

BEAVER has for many Yeuars paft been imported into England, in a greater or lefs

The Hudfon’s-Bay Trade being in the Hands of a Company, they are obliged to bring all
their Beaver to England : But the faid other Colonies in America are under no fuch Reftraint,
and do manufatture the Beaver there themfelves into Hars, or otherways difpofe thereof, as
they find it moft for their Intereft, notwithftanding any Law to the contrary : And nothing
but the Profit to arife from Beaver in England, will induce them to bring it hither.

Of the Beaver imported into Zngland, confiderable Part has always been exported abroad,
chiefly for Garments: And the loweft Prices have never induced the Hatters here, to

take off any thing near the Quantity imported; fo that if Foreigners had not taken off the
furplus Quantity, it muft have ftopped the Importation.

The Hatters are now applying to the Legiflature, to difcourage the Exportation of Beaver
from England, and thereby to reduce the Price of it: And, as the Grounds for fuch their Ap-
plication, have, in a printed Cafe delivered by them, fuggefted, that the foreign Hat-trade has of
late Years declined, and that owing principally to the Dearnefs of Beaver. :

~ As to the Truth of which Pretence, that the foreign Hat-trade has declined of late Years, the
following Remarks are made: And the Policy of giving into a Meafure, to reduce the Price of
Beaver, by difcouraging the Exportation, is fubmitted to Confideration.

That the foreign Trade for Caftor and Beaver Hats has not, of late Years, declined, appears
moft manifeft from the Cuftom-houfe Accounts of the Exports thereof ; which, on the con-
trary, fhew the Exports have increafed within thefe Twenty Years, to near double what
they were.

And, in Confirmation of the Hatters Trade being increafed, they are, at-this Time, forced
to employ therein great Numbers of Perfons Non-freemen ; and there is not the leaft Complaint
of any of their Hands being out of Work.

That, further, the foreign Trade, “in general, for Hats, does not depend fo much on Beaver,
how fpecious a Pretence {oever that may be made by the Hatters ; as is apparent from the conti-
nual Increafe of the Exportation of Hats for thefe Twenty Years paft; and the Two laft Years
being the greateft of all.

And though the Import of Beaver has been lefs of late, and particularly from New-20ork, and
the Reft of the Northern Colonies 3 yet, within thefe Two Years, the Advance on the Price
has brought a confiderable Increafe from thence: And a Prohibition of the Export of Beaver
from England, or other Difcouragement, to reduce the Price’ of it here, which is what the
Hatters aim at, can never be a means of increafing the Import into England, but muft ncceffa-
rily be attended with quite the contrary Effe&, to the Lofs of this Nation ; fince all the Beaver
that is imported from America is purchafed by the Produce, Labour, and Manufaéture of Grons
Britain, »
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