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DECEPTION ; 

OR, 

THE FIRST OF APRIL. 

PART I. 

THE morning shone bright with all the 
freshness and beauty of spring, as John 
Jones and William Price walked together 
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towards their Sunday school. A heavy 
spring shower had fallen in the night, and 
made the pavements nice; even the stones 
in the streets looked clean. The boys 
came to a large house, and they stopped 
to look through the railings. Some of 
the trees which grew in the fore-court 
were just putting out leaves, and the 
opening buds filled the air around them 
with fragrance; the branches of the elms 
were covered with long green blossoms, 
which come before the leaves; the ever­
greens lookeu dull, for their season of 
beauty is winter. 

"Do yon hear that bird?" said William. 
"I can see it," said John, "perched 

upon the high branch of that tree." 
"I hear robins too," said William. 
"I wonder," said John, "what those 

little yellow birds with black wings are 
called; do you know ?" 

"I saw a pair in a cage in market," 
said William," and the woman who owned 
them, told me they were goldfinches." 
As William said this, a swallow, with out­
spread wings, darted by him to the ground, 
and then mounting again into the air, 
was out of sight in a moment, as if it had 
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only come to taste the drops that the 
shower of the night had left upon the 
grass, and which were sparkling like dia­
monds as the sunbeams fell upon them . 

"Look! look!" said John, "at these 
two little birds," pointing to a pair of 
small brown birds which were on the 
gravel walk; "I wish I dare throw a 
stone; how nicely I could knock one of 
them over !" He spoke aloud, and at 
that moment his Sunday school teacher 
was passing; but hearing John, he went 
up to the railings, saying, "Well, boys, 
are you on your way to Sunday school?" 
William answered, "Yes, sir." 

Teacher. It is a deligbtful morning; 
how the birds enjoy it! Do you know, 
John, what kind those are on the walk? 

John. I never heard what thev are 
called, sir. • 

T. Sparrows. Do you remember, John, 
any passage of ScTipture in which spar­
rows are named? 

J. Yes, sir; they are in the les on 
which I am to repeat to-day, Matt. x. 

T. Repeat the ver e. 
J. " Are not two sparrows sold for 

a farthing? and one of them shall not 
fall on the ground without yonr Father." 
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T. Who was it that said this? 
J. J esus Christ. 
T. And what do you think be meant 

to teach us? 
J ohn did not answer this question , for 

he began now to think that the t eacher 
had heard his wish, and be knew that he 
deserved reproof. 

The question was now repeated to Wil­
liam, who answered: "Jesus taught that 
our heavenly Father knows even when a 
sparrow falls on the ground, though it is 
so common a bird, and can he bought for 
so small a price." 

T. J ohn, why did you not dare to 
throw a stone, as you wished, at the bird? 

J . I was not angry at the sparrow. 
T. No, but you indulged a cruel dis­

position, which would have led you to 
destroy the life of the bird; anu what use 
would you have made of it, if your wish 
could have been gratified ? I think I can 
tell you what you would probably have 
done with it. You would have taken it in 
your hand, not to examine how curiously 
it is formed, and how beautifully the fea­
thers are laid on the wings, but merely to 
swing it about for a short time, and then 
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would have tossed it into the street as use­
less. Our heavenly Father gives us the 
liberty to destroy animals, insects, or birds, 
when they interfere with onr health or 
comfort; or when they may be made to 
contribute, in any way, to om· real advan­
tage; but he that has humanity will not 

Heedlessly set foot upon a worm, 
But tread aside, and let the reptile live. 

Now, John, you do know that God's 
law forbids the indulgence of a cruel dis­
position, and you know that not even a 
sparrow can fall without his knowle<lge ; 
and do vou not think that he will as 
certainly-punish those who break his law, 
as the magistrate will those who break 
human laws. 

J. Yes, sir. 
T. If, when you felt the wish ·which 

I beard you speak, you had remembered, 
Goo SEES ME, and that a sparrow could 
not fall without his knowledge; that he 
bas forbidden cruelty, and that he will 
certainly punish all disobedience to his 
law, perhaps you would have feared the 
punishment that God threatens, more 
than that which man threatens, an<l have 
felt 01-row fol' having desired to disobey 
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the kind Creator. There is, however, a 
better reason than that of fearing punish­
ment, which should keep us from evil; 
do you know, John, what that is? 

J. No, sir. 
T. The love of God; and if we love 

the Creator, we shall feel kindly towards 
all beings that he has created. You re­
member, William, you repeated to me 
the explanation which om Saviour gives, 
of the manner in which the command­
ments must be kept? By loving God" with 
all our strength," means as truly and 
warmly as we have power to do; with all 
our heart, soul, and min1l. They who 
thus "love the Lord, will hate evil;" this 
love of God will incline us to love all that 
he bas formed; and thus "love is the ful­
filling of the law." Have you ever 
thought, John, when your teacher was 
counselling you to love God, what is the 
reason that you should love him? 

J. Because he made me, and is good 
to me. 

T. This is a cause we have for loving 
him, but there is a greater one than 
thi . A wise man was once asked, "Why 
men love the light;" he answered, that 
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this was the question of a blind man ; 
which meant that none coul<l doubt why 
the light should be loverl, but those who 
had never seen it. So all who know how 
glorious and holy God is in his charac­
ter, anrl. that he is goodness itself, will 
love him because he is good, as well as 
because this goodness makes him bestow 
blessings upon them; and none but those 
who do not seek to know God, would 
question, like the blind man about the 
light, why he should be loved. Think 
now, John, of what I have said to you. 
I know yon ha, e learned a great number 
of passages in the Bible, but if you could 
repeat every word that is in it, arnl yet 
do not learn your duty from it, remem­
bering the words will be of little use. 
Your knowledge of the Scriptures may 
be of great benefit to you, if you would 
endeavour to think of what they teach 
you ; for there is nothiug that you do, or 
even think, for which there i not a rule 
in the Bible to show you if it i right or 
wrong. It is time now for me to leave 
you; I hope you will not be late at school. 

The teacher went on, and the two boys 
walked slowly after him. When they 
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came to the corner of a square, three boys 
were passing up the street; one of them 
called out, "Here, you sirs, you have lost 
something." J obn bad crossed the street, 
and was just putting bis foot upon the 
kerb-stone, but turning suddenly to look 
what he had dropped, his foot missed the 
stone, and he fell upon his face. The 
boy then called out, "Ab ! you April 
fool," and all three ran up the street 
laughing loudly. John was not much 
hurt, but was very angry, an<l began to 
threaten what he woul<l do to the boy, the 
first time he met him. "I forgot," said 
William, "that it is the first of April." 

John. I did not know it, or that fellow 
should not have made a fool of me; but 
I am glad now that I do know it, for I 
shall have some fine fun to-day. 

William. I think you have bad enough 
of such fun, for your nose looks hurt. 

J. I do feel it a little; i it bruised? 
W. It begins to look black and blue. 
J. I have a great mind not to go to 

school; the boys will be all a -king how my 
nose was bruised, and I should not like 
them to know what a trick wa played 
upon me. You must not tell them. 
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W: Not unless they ask me. 
J. Well, if they do, you may say, as I 

will, that I fell down. 
W. Yes, but if they ask how you came 

to fall? 
J. Why, I shall say that my foot slipped, 

as I was stepping upon the kerb-stone : 
this is true, you know. 

John had no love for truth, but he 
knew William had, and he thought by 
saying, "This is true, you know," he 
could persuade William to give that an­
swer to the boys, if they asked any ques­
tion about the manner in which his nose 
was bruised. William was going to re­
ply, and John, fearing that he was about 
to say he would not do as he wished him, 
pointed with his finger over a wall which 
they were then passing, and said, "Look, 
look, that house must be on fire." Wil­
liam turned directly to look, antl John 
could scarcely speak "April fool," for 
laughing at William, who was so soon 
caught. William felt vexed, and was be­
ginning to say so to John, when n. little 
girl, with her school-book iu her baud, 
passed by them. John said, " You have 
let your book fall, little girl." The child 
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turned round, and looked on the pave­
ment in every direction, and the boys 
were much diverted by her doing so, while 
she held her book tight in her hand. At 
last John said, "Ah! you little April 
fo ol." The girl looked at her book, bung 
down her head, and walked away as fast 
as she could. "I mean," said John, "to 
make April fools of every one that I meet 
between here and scl10ol." 

W. Yon may make one too many. 
J. What <lo you mean by that? 
William was going to answer, when 

John saw a young lady on the oppo ite 
side of the street. He called out, "You 
have lost your handkerchief, miss." The 
young lady turned round, and John could 
not say, "April fool," when he saw that 
it was one of the teachers of the Sunday 
school, to which he went. The young 
lady understood what he intended, and 
wa displea ed, but did not say any thing. 

W. Now you kno\\' what I meant, when 
I said "You might make one too many." 
Take care, or yon will bring your elf into 
trouble. 

J. What a cowardly fellow you are ! I 
do believe you would be afraid to make 
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an April fool. Come, I will give you a 
chance of the next person we meet; but 
I suppose yon will be afrai<l. 

As he said this, he laughed, an<l Wil­
liam began to feel ashamed of being 
thought a coward, a John had said he 
was. This false shame made him really 
one; for it caused him to fear being 
laughed at, for doing what he knew to 
be right. True courage would have 
enabled him to disregard the sneers of an 
evil companion. They walked on in si­
lence until, as they were near the school, 
several girls were cro ing the street. 
"There now," said John, "if you are 
not afraid." William yielded to the 
temptation of proving that he was not 
afraid, and called out, "Run, run, girls; 
a horse is coming." The girls did not 
tlll'n to look b::i.ck, but all ran towards the 
pa, eruent, and one of them, who held the 
hand of a little sister, was so intent upon 
getting her out of danger, that be did 
not see a lamp-po t, which wa in her 
way, and struck her head against it with 
o much force, that the blood gushed 

from her nose. ,Villiam had aid, "April 
fool ," when the girls began to run, but 
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not in time to prevent the ill effects of 
his deception. 

When the child saw the blood stream­
ing over her sister's face, she screamea 

· with terror; and the young lady who harl 
walked before John and William up the 
street, came out of the school-room, to 
know what had happened. She was 
alarmed when she saw the condition Ann 
More was in; her frock stained with 
blood, and her bands also, which she helrl 
over her face. Ann's sister replied to the 
question of, "What is the matter ?" by 
sobbing out, that John Jones made her an 
April fool, and she struck her bead against 
the lamp-post. "I did not make her do 
it," said John. "But yon did, you know 
you did," said the child. " I did not," 
replied John, in an angry tone, "for it 
was Bill Price." The young lauy did not 
attend to this dispute, but led Ann into 
the school-room, and sent for some water 
to wash her face. William, when be saw 
that Ann was hurt, bad gone np to her to 
say how sorry he was. This was right, 
if be felt so; but it was useless sorrow 
to poor Ann, and wonld not relieve the 
pain she felt. Her school companions 
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pitied her, and did all they could for her. 
One of them said, "What a wicked trick 
that was ! whichever of the boys did it, 
should be served in the very same way, if 
he bad what he deserved." What this 
girl said, gave Ann a pain that was more 
severe than the aching of her head; for 
it caused her to recollect, that when she 
left her home that morning, she had met 
a little boy on his way to school, and as 
he was crossing the large street gutter, 
-she said to him, "Look behind you for 
what you have dropped." He turned, 
and stepped into the gutter with such 
quickness, that the water splashed his 
clothes, and his feet were quite wet. He 
was a little child, and began to cry aloud, 
and she wiped his clothes with her hand­
kerchief, but she could not get the stain 
of the mud off. The child continued to 
cry, and she left him, but beard him for 
some distance. After this, she met se­
veral of the school girls with whom she 
was walking when William called to them, 
and at that moment she intended to de­
ceive them, and have the enjoyment of 
calling them April fools. Her conscience 
brought this to her mind, and ga, e her 
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the pain of feeling that she de erve<l as 
a punishment the aching head, for which 
her companions were blaming William. 

Ann said she would go home, but 
the young lac1y, who was the teacher of 
her class, told her, she thought in a short 
time her hea<l would become more easy ; 
and as she expected one of the teachers 
would speak on the subject of making 
April fools, she wished her to try and re­
main. Ann felt that she knew something 
of the evil which the teacher would speak 
of, and her desire to go home was in­
creased; but she saw how much her 
teacher wished her to stay, and she con­
sented to do so, at the same time fearing 
the reproof which she expected to hear. 
No one was there who knew what he 
had done, and intended to do; but this 
did not make her easy, for conscience re­
proached her. At the time that Ann and 
the girls went into the school-room, the 
teacher, who had talked with William and 
John about the sparrow , came up to the 
boy , who were collecting and talking in 
little partie together; he saw that ome­
thing had happenetl, and a keel what it 
wa ; one of the boys told him that Ann 
More was hurt. 
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'leacher. In what vvav. 
John Jones . Shestruci< her head against 

the lamp-post. 
The teacl1er did not ask any more ques­

tions, but went into the school-room to 
know if he could be of any use to Ann. 
The morning was so bright and pleasant, 
that the children belonging to the school 
ha<l come early, anrl by this time a num­
ber were askin g what ,rns the matter. 
No one but John knew that William ha<l 
caused Ann to hurt herself, for when her 
si ter charged John with it, and he said 
it was Bill Price, none of the boys were 
there. Every question William felt, but 
did not answer; arnl John always replied, 
" nn More hurt ha · head again t the 
lamp-post." This satisfiecl t he boy , who 
"'ere mo t of them planning how to make 
Apri l foo ls of each oth er, or else eager to 
tell how often tliey had don_, o that day . 
There were but ·few belong ing to th.is 
large chool "'ho lia<l not practi ed thi 
trick; ome 11 itl1011t at all thinking whe­
ther or 11ot it 11·a' right or wrong. Others 
did it from the love of deception, and 
withouL a fear of the consequences of 
telling a fat ehood; and several who 

C 
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knew, and did think and feel that it was 

wrong, were led on by evil example. 
William went into the school-room by 

himself, and sat clown, very sad. That 

morning he had left bis bed with a cheer­

ful heart, and repeated (as was his cus­

tom ) the Lord's prayer; but he had onl_v 

repeated it, and was satisfied with doing 

so. If he had really pra~1 ecl with bi~ 

heart, that his heavenly Father would 

grant the petition, "Lead us not into 

temptation, bnt deliver us from evil," be 

would have tried to resist the evil, though 

John laughed, rather than willingly do 

what he bad prayed to be kept from. 

An<l when he found that John was a com­

panion who would entice him to sin, he 

would have left him, instead of continuing 

with him, to follow his example. Wil­

liam's mother bad heard him repeat his 

Sunday lesson, part of which was the ten 

commandments, and the advice which 

Solomon gives in the fourth chapter of 

Proverbs, to "get wisdom;" that is, "the 

wisdom that is from above;" the gift of 

God, which enables us to keep his com­

mandments. If William bad taken this 

Rclvice, he would not now have suffercc1 
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the pain of feeling tLat he had been dis­
obedient to his heavenly Father. 

As he sat thus by himself, and thought 
of Ann's sufferings, and that it was pro­
bable his teacher would question him, 
and, perhaps, reprove him before all the 
school, he determined that he would go 
out at the back door, and go home. But 
a better thought and feeling changed this 
intention, and he made up his mind to 
remain, and tell the truth to all questions 
that should be asked him; and to bear 
the aclvice, and even reproof, of hi 
teacher. This resolution \Yas one that 
William had cause to be thankful all his 
life, that he was able to make and keep : 
a shameful fear would have driven him 
home, but a true conrage made him stay 
to tell the truth, and bear what be knew 
would give him pain, but do him good. 
He became more comfortable when he 
made this resolution, because he was 
doing right, and he was ever after encou­
raged to the exercise of true courage; 
which is, DARI G TO DO RIGHT, by the 
recollection of the relief which he felt 
from practi ing it in this ca e . 

When they had sung a hymn, the 
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teacher who had talked with J olm and 
,Villiam as they came to school, said, 
that before the children repeated their 
lessons, he wished to ask some questions, 
to which he hoped he should receive 
faithful answel's . William felt his face 
grow warm, and a de ire rise in bis mind 
that he could hide it when the teacher 
should qnestion him, wl1icl1 he now ex­
pected he wonld do. John had no fears, 
becau e he thought that no one but Wil­
liam knew how he had acted as thev 
came to school. He li:-ul learned a long 
le son, which he expected would obtain 
him many tickets, and the approbation 
of his teacher . He forgot entirely that 
the young lady was there, ·whom he bad 
tried to make an April fool in the treet; 
and that his teacher had reproved him 
for wishing to destroy the life of the 
panow. But what was of greater im­

portance, he had forgotten that the e_ve 
of God bad been upon him, and that IIe 
harl power to puni h him, even if he es­
caped the di grace of hi teacher's know­
ing his bad conduct. When the teacher 
looked at John, he a ked him what mts 
th e cause of hi nose being brui ed. 
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John. I fell down and struck it, sir. 
Teacher. When I left William and you, 

you were not hurt, and W"illiam looked 
bright and cheerful: now you appear as if 
you harl been fighting, ancl William looks 
ml, as if he had been doin g wrong, for 

which be was sorrowful. One of you, 
I have heard, caused Ann More to hurt 
hel' elf. I do not ask either of yon to tell 
of the other, but hope that the one who 
committed the fault, will own it. 

"William now answered, H'ith a blushing 
face and ad voice, "I did it, sir." 

T. You do well, William, to tell the 
truth, and I think I can jurlge from your 
manner, that yon repent having com­
mitted this sin. Many of you, no doubt, 
childl'en, have been practising the evil of 
trying to make April fool , and wonder 
to hear me call it committing a sin. 
Yon ha,'e, perhap , thought it innocent 
fun; but tell me, Samuel ·walton, what 
i the meaning of a lie? 

Samuel. Saying what we know is not 
trne? 

T. J ames Fulton, can yon think of any 
other way of telling a lie, than by saying 
\\'hat we know i not true? 
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James. No, sir. 
T. Suppose you were to meet a stranger 

in the street, and he should ask you which 
way be must go to the bank, and without 
answering him, you were to point with 
your finger in a different direction from 
that which would lea<l him to the bank; 
would not this be a lie? 

J. It would not be telling a lie, if I 
did not speak. 

T. No; bnt it would be making the 
stranger believe what you knew was not 
true, and that is a lie. It would be de­
ceiving him : and if he went in the di­
rection to which you pointed, and thn 
did not fin<l the bank, as he expected, the 
evil to him would be as great as if yon 
ha<l spoken the lie instead of pointing it. 
Do you understand this? 

J. Yes, sir. 
T. Then you know, that a lie is an in­

tention to make another believe what you 
know to be false; or, perhap , some of 
you will understand me better, if I say, 
that, if you wish to make any one believe 
what you know is not true, that \\'ish i ' a 
lie; even if you do not utter it with your 
tongue. You may point with your finger, 
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you may only shake your head, yes, or 
no, in answer to a question; if you know 
it is not truth, God, who always sees the 
heart, sees that you intend to deceive, 
and that you are committing sin. Now 
tell me, John Jones, in the portions of 
Scripture which you have learned as Sun­
day lessons, do you recollect any which 
teach that God forbids telling a lie ? 

John. I do not remember any now, sir. 
T. Charles Morton, I think you can. 
Charles. I remember you gave me the 

eleventh and twelfth verses of the nine­
teenth chapter of Leviticus to learn. 

T. Repeat them now. 
C. "Ye shall not steal, neither deal 

falsely, neither lie one to another." 
T. Do you remember the last sentence 

of the tenth verse? 
C. Yes, "I am the Lord your God." 
T. Then follows the command, not to 

"deal falsely," or "lie one to another:" 
for what reason do you think the sen­
tence, "I am the Lord your God," ·was 
put just before this comman<l? 

C. To show that it is God's command. 
T. Yes; here you learn, John, that it 

is a command of God, "Thou shalt not 
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lie." In the sixth chapter of Proverbs, 
seven abominations are named, as being 
snch in the sight of God, and a "lying 
tongue" is one of them. Can any one of 
you tell me in what part of the New Te~­
tament Christ speaks of the evil of lying? 

No one replied to this question, and 
the teacher said, " I will tell you : in the 
eighth chapter of the Gospel of John. 
Jesus was surrounded with persons whose 
hearts he knew were full of deception. 
They aske<l him many questions, and 
he, knowing what was in their hearts, 
told them, that because he spake the 
truth they would not believe his an­
swers: they loved falsehood, and Jesus 
said to them, 'Ye are of your father the 
devil-for be is a liar, and the father of 
it.' Now, what can teach more plainly 
than this passage of Scripture does, the 
evil nature of a lie; for it shows that the 
most wicked of all beings is the 'father 
of lies?' Perhaps some of you remembe1· 
an account in the Acts of the Apo tles, 
of a severe punishment which was in­
flicte<l for telling a lie. Henry Sims, try 
if you can tell me what it was." 
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Henry. Ananias and Sapphira were 
struck dead for telling a lie. 

T. Whom diu they sin against, by the 
lie which they told? 

H. Again t Gorl. 
T. Did they not in ngainst men, too? 
H. They ,-..•anted to deceive P eter. 
T. Yes; bnt <lid they <lo any harm to 

P eter by wanting to deceive him? 
H. No, sir. 
T. They sold land which was their own, 
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to do as they pleased with, an<l did not 
wrong any one, if they had kept all that 
they sold it for; but they wanted to be 
considered very generous, and yet keep 
what they intended to make others be­
lieve they had given in charity. This 
deception was known to God, and no one 
else : in their punishment, He shows how 
great an evil falsehood is, and teaches us 
that he will punish deception, even when 
it does not harm any one; as certainly as 
God punishes evil, so certainly will he 
reward obedience to his commands. Da­
vid, in the thirty-fourth Psalm, says, "He 
that clesireth life, and loveth many days, 
let him keep his tongue from evil, and 
his lips from speaking guile." The cha­
racter of a righteous man, in Proverbs, 
is, that "he hateth lying;" and we are 
told that the "lip of trutL. shall be esta­
blished," that means, blessed. Do you 
know, John, of the punishment which 
those who love falsehood are threatened 
with after they die? 

John. I suppose they will be punished; 
but I do not know how. 

T. In the twenty-first chapter of Re­
velation it is written, that " they shall 
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have their part in the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimstone." I will now 
ask a few more questions, that I may 
know if you have understood me. Samuel, 
what is a lie? 

Samuel. Wishing to make any one be­
lieve what you know is not true. 

T. When you tried to make an April 
fool to-day, what did you wish? 

S. To make a boy believe that his shoe 
was untied. 

T. Was it untied? 
S. No, sir. 
T. Then you told him what you knew 

was not true. 
S. But I did not think of telling a lie; 

boys always say such things on the first 
of April. 

T. ,v1iether you thought of it or not, 
it was telling a lie; and the fact that boys 
always do it on the first of April, does 
not make it tru th. You have said your­
self, an evil practice being a common 
one, lead us to think it less of a in, 
than if only very wicked per ons indulged 
themselves in it. Now, Samuel, stoop­
ing to tie bis shoe was very little trouble 
to the boy \vbom you deceived, and if he 
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had not cared at all about 1t, rlo you think 
this would alter the falsehood, and make 
it truth? 

S. It would not be so wicked as a lie 
that did harm. 

T. Why not? 
S. Because a lie is one bad thing, and 

to mean to harm a person is another; 
both would be worse than one. 

T. Then you think that because the 
hoy would not have cared about your de­
ceiving him, this le sens the evi l of whn.t 
you did; but when you <lid it, was it not 
with an expectation that he wou ld at 
least feel foolish and uncomfortahle? 

S. Ye , sir. 
T. Anrl did you not laugh at him? 
S. Ye, ir. 
T. Then you intended to do him harm ; 

and this was breaking the law of love, 
which directs us to avoid every thing that 
gives even uneasines to another. "Love 
is the fulfilling of the law," Rom. xiii. 
10. There is no love for God in telling 
a lie; and no love for your fellow being , 
\rhom you make port of by giving 
pain, or by cau ing them mortification. 
Now, William, when yon told Ann More 
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that she was in danger from a horse 
coming, you only inten<le<l to laugh at her; 
you would not have desired that she 
should hurt herself as she di<l, and yet 
see what pain you have causecl, by prac­
ti ing what is called harmless fun. No­
thing is, or can be, entirely harmless, 
when the practice of it in any degree 
breaks the law of kindness. 

William expected ,Then the teacher 
asked him this question, that now he was 
to receive a public rep roof, and he thought 
all the bo) s mu t be looking at him; but 
tlie teacher saw that William felt hum­
bled, and sorrowful, and he knew that 
sincere orrow for in will lead to a desire 
an<l en<leavour to avoid it. 

Ann More heard all that was said, and 
her guilty con cience and aching head 
made her feel mi erable. Manv of the 
girls had amu ·ed themsel\'es on their \1 a:r 
to school in the ame way that th e bo~· 
had; but the teach er did not a k them 
any q11e tions, a he thought that hearing 
tho e which he asked the boy , with their 
answer , an<l hi remarks,· would :,how 
them the evil of the practice in which he 
!incl no doubt ome of them had been 
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busy. He felt almost certain, however, 
that some were pre ent, both boys nncl 
girls, who loved truth too well to forget 
the sinfulnes of falsehoocl, and who loved 
God too sincerely to follow an example 
which would lead them to disobey him. 

The teacher now said, "I think, chil­
dren, all who have heard me, must un­
tlerstand what a lie is, and if so, many of 
you must know that you have been guilty 
of telling one, or perhaps several, to-day: 
your own consciences will accuse you ; I 
need not. We shall not have time now, 
before service, to read or hear you repeat 
your lessons; I hope :mu will feel what 
I have said to you, and remember, it is 
not what I say, but what Goel ay in the 
Bible, that is to teach you the evil of 
falsehood. I expect you will all come 
early this afternoon, that we may bave 
time to talk more about this after the 
lessons are repeated." 

The time for commencing Divine er­
vice was now neax, and the children all 
took their seats in quietne s, and with 
order. Ann More a ked permi sion to 
go home, which was given. On her wa_ 
he met the child whom she hacl maclc 
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splash his clothes in the gutter in the 
morning, as she was going to school. 
He was now going home; he had cried 
so much his teacher was afraid lest he 
shonld disturb the service. When he saw 
Ann, he began to nm, and said, "You 
are the bad girl that put me in the gutter." 
Ann did not answer him, but felt still 
more the evil of doing what had caused 
distress to another, and pain of body and 
mind to herself. She had to bear the 
shame, too, of giving a reason for coming 
home to the family; for though she could 
say with truth, that she had been hurt 
by the deception of another, Jet she felt 
shame occasioned by knowing that she 
deserved what she suffered; and that she 
was condemning herself, when she blamed 
William. She was alone the greater part 
of the morning, and thought of what the 
teacher had said; she felt sorrow for the 
part she bad acted, and proved that her 
sorrow was of a right kind, by re olving 
to go in the afternoon to hear what more 
the teacher would say. 

After ervice, all the chilch·en went 
quietly home, except John Jones; for, 
a he wa turning the corner of a street, 



32 DECEPTION. 

he met the boy who had made him a11 
April fool. John's nose was swelled, anrl 
the pain of it made him feel cross. 'l'he 
boy lau gh ed when he saw him, and John, 
in an ger, rnn up to him, and strnck hitn 

- - - , ...... _ - ---
111 the face ; the blow was rctlll'ned, an1l 
this shameful fight might have lastetl 
some tiUJe, if the teacher of the Sunda,· 
school had not been returnin g home that 
way. He took h old of John, an<l kept 
him back from th e boy, ail(l spoke ,·e1•v 
ternly to them both . · 
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",,riiat right had he to strike me?" 
said the boy. 

" Because you made me fall, and then 
laughed at me," said John, "and I will 
pay you for it, yet!" 

The boy was about to reply, when he 
saw his own Sunday school teacher com­
ing down the street ; he then ran off as 
fast as he could. The teacher who held 
John, now let him go, and told him he 
intended to go home with him. John 
was very unwilling that he should do so, 
and walked on before him sullenly. The 
teacher did not speak to him, as he 
thought it would be useless to do so in 
the state John was in-angry and sullen. 
They bad not very far to go, before John 
entered his house, and the teacher fol­
lowed him. The door opened from the 
street into a room that was dark from 
the blackness of the walls, and the fur­
niture of which was all in disorder. A 
woman sat in an old chair, rocking her­
self, with the same clothes on that she 
had worn all the week; a little girl, with 
soiled frock and uncombed hair, was 
rolling about on the un wept floor; arnl 
a man was leaning in a chair against the 

D 
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wall, with a pipe in his mouth. When 
the teacher saw all this, and that there 
was no appearance of these parents l1aving 
been to a place of worship, or of having 
any employment suitable to the sabbath 
day, (for no book was to be seen,) he felt 
but small encouragement to tell them 
what he came for; it was almost hope­
less to expect any assistance from them, 
in turning their child from his evil ways. 

The' father came forward surprised, 
when he saw the teacher; he looke<l at 
John, anrl from his bruised nose, con­
cluded directly tltat he bad been fighting. 
Without waiting to hear the teacher, who 
began to speak, he became very angry, 
and called J obn harsh names, in a loud 
tone, supposing that would make the 
teacher believe that he did not encourage 
John in bad conduct. The teacher told 
him he did not wish him to prove his 
di pleasnrc in that ·way, as it would have 
no effect to turn John from evil; that 
he came for the purpose of advising him 
ann. his -wife how they miglit perform 
their duty as pa;·ents, and endeavour to 
pre,ent their child fro'.11 going on in the 
road that leads to .destruction. 
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"To-day," said he, "John has given 

several proofs of strong inclination to 
evil, wh_ich, if not checked, may increase 
with his years, and even at length len<1 
him to the gallows." 

"I told him so," said the mother, "but 
he did not mind me." 

"I will whip him until he cannot 
stand," said the father, "if he ever fights 
again." 

"Stop, stop," said the teacher, "this 
is not the way to turn him from evil." 

"Get out of my sight," said the father, 
without attending to the teacher. John 
walked out at the door, and shut it hard 
after him. When he was gone, the 
teacher said, "I could not speak to you 
before your child, as my duty now directs 
me to do. I fear, from all that I see 
here, you do not set him the example 
which you should do, as parents who ar"e 
to give an account to God for the neglect 
of their duty to their children." 

"I never fight," said the father. 
"That may be," replied the teacher," 

"but by irnlulging such fits of anger as 
) ou have since I came in, you set him the 
example of giving way to pa sion, and it 
was passion that can ed him to fi ght." 
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"Would you have me know of his 
fighting, an<l not scold him for it?" said 
the father; "that is no way to cure him." 

Teacher. You might show you were 
<lispleased in a way that would have more 
effect; you have driven him nc w into 
the street, where he may join bad com­
panions, and, of course, increase his love 
of evil. You ought to endeavour to keep 
him as much as possible in the house, 
and teach him kindly, and like a father, 
what his duty is to God and to you. 

Mother. He learns all that at Sunday 
school, and we are no scholars. 

T. You can read, I suppose ? 
Father. Yes, that we can; but John 

can read as well as we can, and we need 
not teach him. 

T. I di<l not mean that you should 
tench him to 1·ead, but that you should, 
by your example at home, assist the 
teacher who instructs him at Sunday 
school; for, be assured, if he sees that his 
parents neither love nor fear God, he will 
be likely to lose at home all that he gains 
at the school. This is a serious truth for 
you to think of. I see no Bible, yet you 
say you can read. Yon have not been to 
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a place of worship to-uay, nor changed 
your clothes in regard for the day. 

M. As to going to church, how can I, 
with a child too young to take? 

T. If you de ired to go, you would be 
able to manage so that each could go one 
part of the day, and thus set your children 
a good example; and when you coulc1 
not attend a place of worship, you could 
read your Bible, and there learn all your 
duties to God, to your children, anu to 
each other. 

F. I am sure John learns a deal in the 
Bible, for he has a great many tickets; 
and what else does he get them for? 

T. He has a good memory, and is 
quick; and no doubt if he saw the Biule 
read by his parents, he would know more 
of its value than he cloes b) only learn ing 
to repeat pa sages from it. You think 
it trange, perhaps, that I talk so plainly; 
but I know well the sad consequences of 
neglecting the Bible, and the command 
of God which it contains, and I honld be 
neglecting my duty, if I did not,, arn you 
of your danger. You will lo e your own 
souls, if you go on in an idle di regarcl 
of yolll' Creator's commands; and you 
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encourage your chilcl to pursue the patli 
that will lead him to destruction. All I 
can say, will, I know, have but little effect 
to convince you. But in your Bible yo11 
can learn what I cannot teach you. Reacl 
that, I entreat you, that you may know 
how much you need the forgiveness of 
~·our Goel, ancl the way in which you may 
obtain it, through a Saviour's blood; you 
will then understand, and be enabled to 
perform your dnty as parents, and have 
reason to hope that God will accept your 
prayers for your chilcl. 

These careless parents 5;eerned to feel 
a little the earne t manner in which the 
teacher spoke to them. John came in, 
ancl the teacher tolcl him he hopecl he 
woulcl attend school in the afternoon. 
"That he shall," aid his father. John 
still looked sullen, and the teacher bade 
them good morning. 

At a short di tance from thi comfort­
le s dwelling, he saw William Price open 
a door to let a little boy in, ancl he stopped 
to a k William if he lived there. Wil­
liam said, "Yes, ir; will you walk in?" 
"I will," replied the teach(!r; ancl "\1/il­
liam opened a door from the entry into 
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the room where his parents were. "'il­
liam thought that the teacher had come 
for the purpose of telling his parents of 
bis behaviom that morning to Ann More; 
but he was not uneasy at this, for he 
had told them when he came home all 
that had bappenerl, and after this felt 
more comfortable, for his good parents 
saw that he was sorry for having yielded 
to temptation, and that he was convinced 
he was guilty of telling a lie. They 
talked calmly and seriously of the danger 
of having an ill-rlisposed companion; and 
told him, as the teacher had done, what 
was in the Bible about the wickedness of 
deception. They were distressed that 
their child had broken the command­
ments of God, when he knew them so 
well ; and William, with feelings of deep 
sorrow, wa ready to promise them that 
he never again would be guilty of such 
conduct. His father told him not to 
make any promi es to him, but to pray 
to hi Father in heaven, that he \\'ould 
help him to do what he knew was right, 
and forgive him for sinning again t his 
law. ·when the teacher followe11 Wil­
liam, the room they entered wa a 
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comfortable one, with clean, white-washeu 
walls, and the fmniture in it all placed in 
order ; a pleasing-looking woman was 
sitting with a healthy infant in her arms; 
a little girl with an alphabet book in her 
hand was standing beside her; and a 
man, dressed in a good plain suit of 
clothes, was just putting a Bible down, 
in which he had been reading. A table 
was covered with a clean cloth ; a large 
loaf of bread was on it, with a cold joint 
of meat, and the pot full of potatoes was 
boiling over the fire. The comfottable 
and cheerful appearance of this room, 
made the teacher certain that the parents 
of William were quite different from those 
of J ohn. Their neatness proved industry 
and carefulness; and the regard of the 
sabbath showed attention to the com­
mands of their Creator. 

" You are just going to dinner," said 
the teacher, "I will not now stay." 

"Do not mind our dinner, sir," said 
the woman, "it will be time enough ; we 
always have it early on the Lord's day, 
that we may one of us go to church, and 
that William may be in time for school." 

" I should be pleased to have some 
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talk with you," said the teacher, "but I 
will call another day; I am glad that I 
stopped, even for this short time, as I 
shall now feel more certain of William 
being benefited by the instructions which 
I gave him, when I know that he has an 
example of attention to duties at home. 
I doubt not he has good advice from you." 

"We strive to rear him up in the way 
he should go," said William's father, 
"with the hope that when he is old, he 
will not depart from it; but to-day he 
has given us trouble, by conduct which 
deserves to be blamed." 

"He has told you of it, then?" said 
the teacher. 

"We al ways encourage him," replied the 
father, "to tell when he has done w1·ong, 
then we know how to advise him best. 
He is truly sorry, I believe, and will try 
to keep from such doings again." 

"I think he will," said the teacher, "but 
be must avoid evil companions, now be 
knows how they tempt him to do wrong." 

"I expect he will," said the father, 
"but if he does forget what he has been 
taught to-day, and goes willingly into bad 
company, I will seek to prevent it." 
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"I expect he will attend school this 
afternoon," said the teacher; and then 
bade good morning to this truly respect­
able family, and walked towards bis home, 
feeling how useful a duty it is for Sunday 
school teachers to visit the families of tlte 
children w hicb they instruct. 

PART II. 

IN the afternoon the children assembled 
early. Ann More kept her good resolu­
tion, and went, though her head stil l 
ached. William was oue of the first, ancl 
John Jones went, but it was because his 
father went with him, and did not leave 
him until he saw him in the school-room. 
John was quite unwilling to go, but his 
father was resolved to force him, and thus 
show him, he said, "That lie woulrl be 
minded." If lie had taught John, when 
he was a young child, bis duty to his 
heavenly Father and his parents, and set 
him a good example by doing bis own 
duty, it would not now have been needful 
to force John to obey him. 
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When all the childr en were collected, 
and the teachers in their places, the same 
teacher who had spoken in the morning, 
now said that he would offer a prayer to 
God for the pardon of the evil which had 
been committed, and ask for a blessing 
upon the remainder of the day . After 
the prayer, the teachers each heard their 
cla s repeat the lessons which had been 
given them, and read a chapter in the 
Bible; when this was done, the teacher 
told the children that the rest of the af­
ternoon would be spent in talking upon 
the practice of making April fools . " I 
shall ask you que tion ," said he, "and 
give you time to think before you an wer 
me. Answer without fear; I do not mean 
to reprove you, but to make you under­
stand what you have been doing, so that 
yon may determine for yourselves ,rhethcr 
it wa right or wrong, and whether you de­
serve reproof or not. William, I wish you 
to repeat the fourth commandment." 

"f!Villi am. "Remember the sabbath day, 
to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou 
labour, and do all thy work: but the 
seventh day is the abbath of the Lord 
thy God: in it thou shalt not do an y 
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work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daugh­
ter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, 
nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that 
is within thy gates: for in six days tli e 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that in them is, and rested the 
seventh day: wherefore the Lord bles eel 
tbe sabbath day, and hallowed it." 

Teacher. Does this commandment teach 
you any thing more than how you are to 
keep the sabbath day? 

W. That we may work on week days. 
T. Not only that we may, but that we 

mus t. " Six days shalt thou labour," is 
a command to be inclnstrious and diligent. 
"Do all thy work," means, whatever is 
our duty to do. Charles, what work have 
you to do in the week? 
- Charles. None, sir; I go to school 
every day. 

T. Then you have work to do ; your 
work is to try and learn as much, and 
as fast as possible; to be obedient to 
yonr teacher, and attend to his instruc­
tions: six days God gives you for this 
work. Do you go to school, too, Samuel? 

Samuel. Onlv half-days. I learn shoe­
making with ll1}' father the other half. 
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T. Then attention at school, and indus­
try at your trade, are your work. Every 
child has some kind of work to c1o, and 
should remember, when inclined to be 
idle, that God commands them to do 
their work. Now, tell me, Charles, what 
are we commanderl about the sabbath? 

Charles. Not to do any work. 
T. Is that the way to keep it holy, to 

be entirely idle? 
C. No; we must only do good things. 
T. And may we do bad things on other 

days, Samuel? 
Samuel. No, sir; but on Sundays we 

mu t go to church, and to Sunday school, 
and read the Bible. 

T. Then I suppose you think that you 
have kept holy this sabbath day so far; 
for you came to the Sunday school, have 
been to public worship, anu have read a 
chapter in the Bible. Samuel did not 
answer this question. 

Conscience makes you silent, Samuel. 
Are you not thinking of your deceiving 
your companion this morning? 

S. Your question made me think of it, 
fC'r I thought that was what you meant. 

T. Now tell me what keeping holy 



46 DECEPTION. 

the sabbath day means, besi<les going to 
public worship, to school, and reading 
the Bible? 

S. Not doing or thinking any wicked­
ness. 

T. I will repeat to you a part of a 
verse in the fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah, 
which gives directions for keeping holy 
the sabbath day, in the way for which a 
blessing is promised. "If thou turn 
away thy foot from the sabbath, from 
doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and 
call the sabbath a delight, tbe holy of the 
Lord, honourable; and shalt honour him, 
not doing thine own ways, nor finding 
thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine 
own words : then shalt thou delight thy­
self in the Lord." A blessing is made 
certain to those who thus keep holy the 
sabbath ; for the conclusion of the verse 
says, "The mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
it." Now, Samuel, tell me, have you 
kept this sabbath day holy? 

S. No, sir. 
T. How have you broken the com­

mandment? 
S. By saying wl1at was not true. 
T. That was finding your own pleasnre 
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in what you call fun, and "speaking 
your owrt minds," instead of honouring 
God by obedience to his command. Sa­
muel, tell me, did you not say this morn­
ing, that doing two bad things at the 
same time, was more wicked than one? 

S. Yes, sir; when you asked mew hich 
was worse-a lie that harmed no body, 
or one that did. 

T. Then if ) ou have broken the sab­
bath day, by making an April fool on it, 
and told a lie at the same time, are not 
these two bad things? 

S. Yes, sir; but I meant only fun, I 
did not intend to be wickecl. 

T. If you had not known what God 
commands, you might make uch an ex­
cuse ; but I am sure if you had taken 
time to think of what you were going to 
do, you ""°uld haYe felt that it was wrong. 
You know bow often I ha,e advised you 
all to ask yourselve the que~tion, If I do 
this, shall I break any one of the com­
mandments? You wi°Il always have au 
answer from your OWn C011 cience, \Yh ich 
w-ill show you when there is evil in what 
you are going to do. Henry, do you 
think, that because, in telling a lie on the 
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sabbath day, we break two commandments 
instead of one, there is more sin in a lie 
told on the sabbath than on a week day? 

Henry. I know it is a sin to tell a lie 
on any day. 

T. Yes, a lie is a positive sin. You 
know that the first of April only comes 
on Sunday, once in seven years. Now, 
if it was not a sin in itself to tell a lie, 
which must be done in making an April 
fool, unless it is on the sabbath day, then 
there would only be harm in doing it 
once in several years. The harm is in 
the act, or intention to tell a falsehood, 
and to give pain by doing so. In the 
morning I told you of what is written in 
the Bible on this subject, and I hope you 
have not forgotten it, and that you do 
understand why I called making April 
fools committing sin. Remember, that 
saying what is not true, or intending that 
another shall believe what is not trne, no 
matter when, where, or how we do it, is 
a positive sin, and will be punished. 

Ann More, who had listened to all that 
was said, felt the truth of this assurance. 
Indeed, so did every one who ha<l been 
engaged in the fun, as they thought it; 
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for thongh they harl not suffered pain of 
body, as Ann and John had, they suffered 
uncomfortable feelings from having done 
wrong. They did not feel cheerful as they 
did when they knew they were not guilty 
of practising the e,il of falsehood. John 
Jones was the only one who was indiffer­
ent to what the teacher said. The others 
felt shame, and some of them sorrow. 
William was one of these, for his sorrow 
wa so sincere, that it led him to pray 
earnestly that God would forgive him, 
and help him to resist temptation. 

"It was remarked by a wise man," 
aid the teacher, " 'that all that a liar 

gained by his lies, was not to be believerl 
when he told the truth.' You have heard, 
perhaps, of the fable of the boy and the 
,rolf; but ome of tlie younger children 
may not, anrl I will tell it to them. 

"A shepherd's boy wa set to watch a 
flock of heep that was near to a large 
woorl, in which there were wolves. The 
hepherd himself was at work with some 

other men at a short rli ta.nee, and the boy 
wa to call to them, if he saw a wolf come 
out of the wood . He thought it " ·ould 
be fun to make the shepherd and the men 

r: 
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run from their work, and several times 
he cried out, 'A wolf! a wolf!' for the 
sake of this fun, when no wolf ,ras 
near. One day a large wolf came peep­
ing out from the wood, and the boy in 
great terror screame<l, 'A wolf! a wolf!' 
The shepherd heard him, but said, 'He 
does not tell the truth ; you know how 
often he bas deceived us, and now he ex­
pects to do so again.' No one atten<led 
to the screams of the boy, and the wolf 
sprang upon him, and tore him in pieces. 
This was what he gained by telling false­
hoods-not being believecl when be told 
the truth : so it is with every one. I not 
only mean the falsehood by which an 
April fool i made, but all kinds of de­
ception. When you have done wrong, 
and are charged with it, do not increa e 
the evil by denying it. Have courage 
always to tell the truth, as none but 
cowards fear to do thi . John, I wi h 
you to tell me how many commandment 
you have broken to-day.' ' 

J. If you mean striking the boy that 
made me fall, I did not break a com­
mandment in that. 

T. Did you never bear of any that 
forbids the indulgence of anger? 
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J. Ile tle erved it, and much more too. 
John spoke in this pert manner to 

i::how the boys that he was not afrai<l of 
the teacher, and that he thought he had 
done right. 

T. God's commandment forbids all 
anger, which leads to blows, and often 
death ; ancl if you ha<l given the blow 
which fell upon the face of the boy, upon 
his temple, yon ·would probably have 
killed him; then, p erhaps, you would 
lin.ve felt that vou ha<l broken a com­
man<lment of God. There is another, 
al o, which you have forgotten; "Honotll' 
thy father and th) mother." 

J . I c1i<l nothing bad to them. 
T. Yonr fatber had to force yon to 

come hrrc this afternoon; and surely it 
was disohedience to him which made it 
ncces ary to force yon to come. I cannot 
help thinking, al o, that in some way 
" illiam Price was tempte<l by you to clo 
what he kne\\' wa wrong, for yon were 
together when he did it. I honld not 
11:n-e named all tl1e e proofs of your di . -
obedience to Goel, if yon wc1·e not o bole! 
nnd unwilling- to he convinced that yot1 
ha,·c clone wrong. A, you arc . o, I th in k 
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it i·ight to warn you, before all the school, 
that if you go on indulging your passion 
in cruelty to animals, and resentment 
against those who have offended yon, 
disobeying your parents, and disrc1;arding 
the commandments of the God of truth, 
_von will certainly be punished by him. 
You may become degraded by a wicked 
life; and even if you should escape cor­
rection from men, you cannot escape 
what God threatens in the world to come. 
While I am thns faithful in telling you 
the consequences of persisting in sin, I 
will be faithful in assuring you, that if 
you are, like the prodigal son, willing to 
repent, and return from the path which 
l1as led you far from yonr heavenly Fa­
ther, he is rearly and ""illing to pardon 
and receive you. That beautiful parable 
was given by our kincl Redeemer to 
teach us this truth, and no returning 
prodigal will ever be refused merr.y. 

John seemed to feel a little g1·ave at 
what was now said to him, antl almost as 
if he would say he was sorry for what he 
had done; but this good feeling ,ras lil e 
the "morning cloud," and "the early 
clew," which soon pass away. He loved 
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the ways of sin better than those of trne _ 
wisdom and peace. 

"It is almost time to separate," saicl 
the teacher; "but I have thonght of an 
account which is given in the Bible, 
that will teach you more on the subject 
we have talked of. There was a king 
of the country of Syria, who had a 
favourite captain in bis army, called 
N aaman; this man was afflicted ·with the 
leprosy, a disease which n1akes all the 
flesh on the body look frightful, and can 
never be cured by medicine. The person 
who has this disease is called a leper. 
Naaman's wife had a little girl, to wait on 
her, that had been taken prisoner in a 
war between the king of Syria and the 
king of I rael. This little girl told her 
mistres that she wished her master was 
with the prophet that lived in her native 
land, for he could cure him of the leprosy. 
The king was told this, and he sent hi 
favourite, with a letter to the king of 
Israel, to desire that he would cure Naa­
man of the leprosy. The king of Israel 
was alarmerl when he rearl this letter; fo1· 
he said, the king of Syria must wish for 
an excuse to quarrel, and to go to war 
with him, by a -king him to <lo what no 
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man coulcl do. Elisha, the propl1et, or 
man of Goel, as be was called, beanl of the 
distress of the king of Israel, and sent 
this message to l1im about Naum an: 

17 

'Let him come now to me, and he shall 
know that there is a prnphet in I rael.' 
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"Naaman rode in his chariot to the 
door of Elisha, and waited there, expect­
ing that the prophet would come out to 
him, and use some art to cure him ; bnt 
Elisha only sent him word to go and wash 
seven times in the river Jordan, and he 
should be cured. N aaman \Vas very angry 
at hearing this message, and said, ' Be­
hold, I thought, He will surely come out 
to me, and stand, and call on the name 
of the Lord his God, and strike his hand 
over the place, and recover the leper. 
Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of 
Israel? may I not wash in them, and be 
clean? So he turned and went away in 
a rage.' His servants had more faith in 
the promise of the prophet than he had, 
and they persuaded him to do as Elisha 
had directed him. He at last consented; 
washed seven times in the river Jordan, 
and bis flesh became as healthy as that of 
a young child. Joyful for being freed 
from the distressing disease, Naaman re­
turned to Eli ha, and told him that he 
would ever afterwards wor hip the God 
of Elisha. He offered him rich presents, 
in return for the benefit he had received; 
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but the prophet was a holy man, ancl o 
not a covetous one, ancl he would not take 
any of the presents offered to him. He 
wished Naaman to know that it was God 
who had healed him, and if Eli. ha hail 
taken the gifts, Naaman would perhaps 
think he had paicl for the benefit, aucl 
forget.that he owed thankfolness to Goel. 

"When he found that Eli ha would 
not be persuaded to receive any thing 
from him, he set out to return to hi own 
country. Elisha had a ervant, whose 
name was Gehazi; this servant coveted 
the rich things which he knew hi ma ter 
had refusecl, and he re olved that he 
would try and get ome of them for him­
self. Insteacl of re isting this evi l di po­
sition, he indulged it, and went directly 
after Naaman. When Naaman saw Ge­
hazi running after him, he lightecl do\\'n 
from the chariot to meet him, ancl ·aid, 
'Is all well?' Gehazi told him, 'All i 
well;' but said, that two young prophet 
had come to his ma ter since Naaman 
left him, and that Elisha had sent him to 
say he 1rnuld receive for them some of 
the silver and garments which he would 
not accept for his own nse. Iaanian 
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very willingly gave Gehazi what he asked.; 
and even more, for be sent two of his 
own servants to assist in carrying silver 
anrl garments, as he thought, to Elisha. 

'-' Gehazi dicl not take the servants of 
Naaman into his master's house, but re­
ceived the treasure from them, and hid 
it; no doubt fearing all the time lest he 
should be discovered, but forgetting that 
the eye of Goel was upon him. When he 
had placed the ill-gotten wealth in safety, 
be went in anrl stood before his master, 
who said to him, '~'hence come t thou, 
Gehazi ?' 'Thy servant went no whither,' 
answered Gehazi. 'Went not mine heart 
with thee?" saicl his ma ter; meaning 
that the God of truth had given him the 
power of knowing how Gehazi had been 
employed. Elisha then tolcl him that the 
leprosy of Naaman bould cleave uuto 
him for ever; and Gehazi went out from 
hi master a leper, white as snow : that 
mean , having this frightful uisorder in 
it worst state." 

The teacher then said, "I ob e1Te 
that little George John on ha- li teneu 
attentively to what I have relate11: how 
old are rou, George?" . ~ 
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George. Going on seven, sir. 
Teacher. Was Gehazi, whom I have 

told yon about, good or bad? 
G. Bad, sir; because he told a lie. 
T. And what happened to him for 

doing so? 
G. His master said he should be sick. 
T. But could his master make him so, 

for telling a lie? 
G. No; it was God macle him ick. 
T. You hear now, that this young child 

unclerstancls what this account of Gehazi 
teaches; I neeJ not, therefore, add any ex­
planation. What I desire to convince you 
of, is, that every kind of fol ehood is wick­
ed. There is another evil belonging to 
the practice of making April fools, which I 
have not mentioned yet. When you have 
succeeded in making a person believe a 
falsehood, you call him an "April fool;" 
you should add-" for believing tha.t I 
told the truth." Now, in this ca e, who is 
really the fool? the one who believes that 
you are speaking truth, or you, who are 
guilty of the folly of telling a fa! ehood? 

You do not answer this question; but 
I am sure you all know which cle erves 
mo t the name of fool; but to call ill 
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names you know is wrong. It is also an 
unkind feeling which leads you to give 
any one the pain of being laughed at. 
John knows how unpleasant it is, for it 
was that which led him to strike the boy. 

John. No, sir; it was because the boy 
had made me hurt mvself. 

Teacher. I was n~ar enough to see 
that he laughed at your swelled nose; 
if he had not done so, you would not have 
heen as angry as you were. Now, children, 
perhaps you think I aw too strict, and 
that I have said too much about tbe wick­
edness of so trifling a thing as making an 
April fool; but Christ has said, 'Who­
soever is angry with his brother without 
a cause shall be in danger of the judg­
ment: and whosoever shall say to his 
brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the 
council: but whosoever shall sav, Thou 
fool, shall be in danger of he·ll fire," 
Matt. v. 22. If I did not tell you the 
truth, as I have learned it from the Bible, 
you might, perhap , for a little time be in­
clined to think me more kind; but mercy 
and truth always must go together, and 'r 
should be trying to separate them, if I 
were to let you go on doing evil, without 
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encleavouring to convince you that it 1s 
not innocent fon. I wish now to show 
you how you may obtain forgiveness of 
onr kind heavenly Father, for sinning 
against him. He has said, "The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die," Ezek. 18. 4. 
Now, ,i'\Tilliam, can you tell me how we 
are to escape the punishment which this 
sentence threatens? 

William. By being sorry for sin. 
T. Suppose that you hau stolen some­

thing, ancl were taken before a magis­
trate, and were to own that you had done 
so, and said that you were sorry for it; do 
you think he would suffer you to escape 
becaus_e you were orry you had stolen ? 

W. No, sir. 
T. And do you think that God should 

forgive you for breaking his law, only 
beca11se yon are sorry? 

W. I mn t mean not to clo it again. 
T. But could you be certain you would 

not? If you had been told when you left 
home this morning, that you would yield 
to temptation, and do what you knew 
was wron g, you would not have believed 
it: let tliis show you that you cannot be 
certain you will not sin. 
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TV. No, sir; but I woul<l try not. 
T. So I hope yon will; but.if you un­

derstand how God requires his command­
ments to be kept with the whole heart, 
you will know that you break some of 
them every day; how then can ) on ask 
him to forgive you because you are sorry, 
and the next moment sin again? Yon 
see there must be some other way to ob­
tain pardon, and to have a new spirit in 
yonr mind, which will make you really 
de ire not to in, than by being only 
orry, and meaning not to do o any 

more; can you tell me of any other way? 
liV. vVe mu t ask God to pardon us, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ onr Lord, 
who died for our sins, and ro e again for 
our justincation, that we might serve him 
in n e,Yness of life. 

T. Ye : Ile i tl,e way that lead to 
mercy. The hi ton· of Je u Christ, in 
the ·1ew Te tament, t enches us bow he 
gaYe us an example of obedience to God, 
and how he died to take our place a 
sinner , and free us from the puni hment 
which in <le e1Tes, and which God threat­
en , "The ,onl tlrnt inneth, it hall die." 

nd the criptme al o ays, "Tl, ough 
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yom sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
wl1ite as snow," Isa. i. 18. This mean , 
that he has provided a way in which we 
may he cleansed from the stain of sin, :mcl 
that way is by the "blood of Jesus Christ," 
which "cleanseth us from all sin," 1 John 
i. 7. A fountain has been opened for the 
cleansing of sin. Do you know, William, 
what a fountain is? 

W. I know it is water. 
T. It is a spring of water; sometimes 

a source from which water flows is called 
so. Do you know wl1at the fountain 
opened f01: the cleansing of sin menns? 

W. It means J esus Christ. 
T. Yes; you cannot understand ex­

actly how the grace of God clean e the 
heart from the stain of in, by the bloocl 
of Jesus Christ; hut Goel has said that 
He will do it. Perhap , some of you, 
children, have thought tli at I only in­
tended what I have said for those who 
have been gnilty of folly anrl falsehood to­
day; hut there are otl1ers :rnn are apt to 
commit; let conscience tell you whether 
you have such spot upon yom hearts or 
not. But why, Jame~, liould we wish 
to ha,e clean heart ? 
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James. Because then we shall be happy 
when we die. 

T. Why shall we be happy? 
J. Because we shall go to heaven. 
T. What makes heaven a happy place? 
J. Because there i no trouble there. 
T. And what makes all the trouble 

which we have here? 
J . Wickedness. 
T. Then happiness is where sin is not. 

If this is true, and the Bible says it is so, 
the less sin ,Ye have in this world, the 
more happy we hall be even here : so 
that having our hearts cleansed from sin 
will make us more happy in this world; 
and we shall be perfectly happy in the 
world to come, because sin never enter 
there. No evil p{lssion, no unhol)' 
thoughts, no deceitful 1Yishes, which create 
pain to others: all is love in heaven; 
love for God, and love of boline , i the 
happine s which our Redeemer ha pro­
mi ed for us; and the more we ha Ye 
of that in thi ,Torl<l, the more real plca­
sme 1Ye hall enjo~·. Youth and chilclhood 
are seasons ·when the spirits nre glad, ancl 
reacly to delight in plea ure; and 0111' 

heavenly Father has suno1111cled them 
with enjoyments that arc lrnrmlc s. 
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Religion does not forbid your being cheerful and playful; you know you al­ways feel mo t so when you have been <'loing what you know is right: and, on the contrary, feel either cross or uncom­fortable, when you know you have done wrong. If you desire to love God, and obey him, you need not fear any thing. He will take care of yon, and bless you. The spring has now come, when you will hear the hircls singing glad ong , and see the gras and the flowers bright and beautiful; the weather will be mild and the air sweet; e,·ery thing in natnre will call upon you to be cheerful, and to prai e the great God of nature; and if you obey him, with a heart clean ed by God the Holy Spirit, each one of you will ay, that religion's "ways are way of pl a­santnes , anrl all her path are p ace." 

Kni~h t, Pri n ter, L ppcr ll olloway , i\11dd l -e''( 
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AGAINST LYING. 

No real ad.,vanta.ge can proceed 
From doing what is wron5 ; 

For if at first it should succeed, 
'Twlll not continue long. 

\.Vhen Ananias thought to hide 
The money he had got, 

HP- and his wife Sapphira died 
1<·or their deceitful plot. 

Then let us all avoid, and fear 

A 
To say what is not true; 

As God can always see and hear, 
And he can punish too. 

I 

~----


