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A very pretty litile boy,

IV lo was his parests-only joys
Helov'd pis book, bis penand flate
Wiich other /)o)s may imitaze.
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Francis Fairplay.

RANCIS Fairplay was the
oaly fon of Mr, Fairplay a
country. tradefman, who, by ho-
nefty, induftry, and fair dealing
~ became very rich, which verified
the old proverb, ¢ Zhat honefly is
the pefl policy.”- Knaves, indeed,
may thrive for a tine, but when
their chara&er is knewn, they
are defpifed by every one, and’
the lofs of reputation cannot be

recompenled by riches, \
Little Franky was very pretty
whenhewas very young,and was
- tie
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the darling of his father and mo-
ther; who was very carefal to
bting him up in the principlesof
religion and virtue; and as he in-
créafed in years. he increafed in
goocnefs; 10 that every body ad-
mwired and loved him. As foon
as he was breeched, he was put
to {chool, and was very fond of
his bool, and foon learned to:
read well, which gained him no-
Little favour with his mafter; and
all his {cliool-fellows loved him,
lie was o good-tempered, if he ’
had trait, nuts, or gingerbread,
Le always gave part to Lis mates
{a that he never wrangled or ca-
villed with amy of them, and if
any of them quarrelled, he ufed
his Lbeft eadeavours to reconctle
,them., which was doing 4 very
fricadly part, and much to be
commendad,
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- He was very early put to wri
_tingy and improved o falt, that: -
he gained the filver pen, which
_ his malter gave by "way of en-
couragement: hereit is,

¥

-

| ety -

This 1adeed, was a feather in
h1s cap, and hke other children
hewas not a little proud of it,
yet he hadthe underftunding not
to let 1t be feen too much ; as he
was told by his papa, that vanity

) 1S
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is very unbecoming, yetit 15 ve-
ry natural to be pleafed when we
are praifcd of rewzrded fot doing

ood. ‘
There is an old faying, ¢ Zhat
all work and no play, makes “7.ac1z
& dullboy: and it may be {uppofed
that Franky, bke other boys,
muft bave his play-time as well
ashis fchool -time, which you will
allow is nothing but Fairplay,

Playing at Cricket was his fa=
yourite exercife ; herc Ly is'with
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the cricket-ball: in . his -hand,
" looking as earneftly at his play
as he -does at his book; for he
was alivays intent on whatever
‘he was about, which is indeed
the only way to become a profi=
cient in any thing they undertake,

s

who was likewife a very pretty
gitl, and very good, her name
was Polly, and wheun her brother
went to the fair, he brought her
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home a doll, which e beld in
bis hand ¢ as you mayfee.
« ~This - was a mark of brotherly
affe&tion, and very commendable
and the was. very well pleafed
with the prefent, and was always
very kind to him, and did every
thing in her power to pleafe him
" {o that they lived as all brothers
and fifters fhould ; they never
quartelled as forme do about tri-
fles, never were furly, or withed
for each other’s toys, were con-
tented with what wa$ giveathem
and ready to obeythe command
of their parents, and were very
dutifu] ; whichall children thould
~and remember what they read in
the {cripture, = Hosvur thy father
and mother, that thy days may be
dong in the land which the Lord
toy God giveth thee.
Mifs Polly was now grown a
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Aine tall girl, very genteel, and
very well behaved; (o that the
beauties of her nnn'l added to
the charmsof her perfon, and that
her fhape might not be. fpoiled
by going too loo(c; her mamma
bought her anew pair of flaysof
the beft fafhion : hcm they ares

i

Polly you may be fare wasnot
a littie pleafed at'this, as the had
learped to dance, and was eftcem-
ed for her grace and care in that

polite accomplishment 5 (he was
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fometimes permitted-to go td a
ball with other young people,
~but always in company with her
brother, he was generally her
partner, here they are,
Py ey

could wifh, and indeed they gave
great fatisfaction to all the com-
pany prefent, which chiefly con-
{ifted of their parents and relati-
ons, who came on’purpofe to fce
them dance, znd admire their
inpocent amufements.
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Mafter Framby had an uuele,

who lived in the country; who
had taken a great’ liking to him
when he came to town on a vifit
to. his brother, and having no
child of his own, wasdetermined
to leaye him all his fortune, and
derfied to have him in the coun-
try with himn, this was a requeft
that could not be refufed, tho’
it was with, difficalty complied
with, but as his intereft was {o
materially concernéd, - paternal
fondnefs gave way, and he was
accordingly permitted to acconm
pany his uncle, who was not a
little pleafed with his comnrade,
as the time pafled away very a—
greeably with his innocent ob-
fervations on different fubjects as
they paffed along, there was the-
fign of the hope at the door of
an inn, and he afked what 1t was,
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and what was the meaning of the
anchor, which his uncle explain-

ed to him ; he told hun that the
anchor was made ufe of by fail-
ors to-fecure the thip in {torms
and other dangeron§ fituations,
Qn which thc,y dependcu very
much ; and that the figure made
ufe of as the emhlem of hope,
was al \*'ay drawn Wlth\ an ans

chor; this {ubjeét foon gave way.
{o

\
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to another, which wias a wind= -
mill, as vou may fec. - '

This his uncle told'him was a
mechauical inventien, for grind-
ing corn 1nto flou?, to make
bread with ; thefails which were
. made of canvas, caughtthe wind
which forced them imto moticn,
which was the means of grinding
with large itoues the corn within.

Mafler Franky liitened with
great atientio® to this difcourfe,
and
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and made fuch replies ‘dnd re-
smarks as gave his uncle reafon
to admire his underftanding, and
indeed it was not merely the par-
tiality of a relation, for he really
was a very fenﬁbl/e;/ybuth,' and
took every oppostunity to culti-
vate his underftanding ; and we
hope every child will do the
fame, and then they may expet
‘to meet with the like applaufe,
and good fortune;.

Thus they proceeded on very
cheerfully together, when 2 caf-
tle with a flag on it appeared i
view, this was a new {ubject as
he had mever feen or heard of
before,

He
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He gazed at it for fome time,
the oddnefs of its form ftruck
him, as it did not refemble a

“houfe ; he was told that formerly
moft of the nobility and gentry
had caftles, which were built for
defence againft enemies, and ge- |
nerally moated, or had a wide
canal of water furrounding them
but there were very few remain-
ing, except in ruins: the flag
upon this denoted it belonged to

the

s
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the King, and was fometimes
occupied as a royal palace; the
infide was very rich and grand,
30 much for the caftle, and néw
let us gogon a little furthet,
"and fee what elfe there is to be
found worthy notice. O 2 here
is. a recruiting: ferjeant and a
drummer, beating up for volun-
teers - as e may fec‘

What are foldiers for? faid
mafter Franky, to fight, replied .
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his uncle; but why {hould tl ney
fight ? becaufe our encmies pro-
voke them to ity faid’his uncle 3
what are enemies ? faid Franky,
fuch as are .envious of their
neighbour’s welf'lrc, and wifh to
rob them of what they. poflefs;
for which they would’ cut their
throats; fet their houfes on. fire, -
aud prallicg every cruelty that
the evil minds of men can in-
vent; 'to guard againft which it
is: neceﬁ‘:uy to have foldiers. to
fight, and keep them from put.
ting their wicked purpofes into
')ra&xce, for this end they arcin-
lifted, and wearthe King’scloaths
W hich are ‘called regimentals,
you fee they have cockades in
their hats, which is a military
decoration.. When they enhit a
recruit, they give him a guinea,
fuch as on the other {ide,
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’tis a ptece of gold, having the
King’s head on one " {ide, and
_ ¢rown, arms, and {ceptre on the
reverfe ; here his uncle pulled

out a guinea which Pranky leck-
ing at, he faid you feem to ad-
mire it, you may keep it, and
now I have enlifted you to be
- my foldier will you fight for me ?
yes, {aid Franky, that 1 will, as
well as 1 am able; that’s my
good lad, and I will take care to
give you what fhall be worth
_your fighting for, but I hope you
will have no caufe. '
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Franky thanked hls uncle for

his kindnefs, and replicd he was
~ pever inclined to fighting, mor
never fhould, unlels he was ve=
ry much provoked ; and fhould -
think it beft at any time to part
with a tiifle, rather than rifk his
life to preferve it, g

His uncle faid he thought've-
ry right, but ‘it behoved every
-body to fecure their property as
well as they could, which was
certainly juft. .

While they went on difcour-
fing in this manner, they came
to an inn, and it being nearly
dark, they thought it more pru-
dent to ftayali night, andorder-
ed a fupper: for travelling gets
an appetite, and refrefhment re.
cruits the {trength, to encounter
with new fatigues; a’roafted rab-

bit
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bit ftufted, was ferved in, and
was a very delicate dith, here it
13,

on which they made 'a hearty
- meal, and baving wathed it down
with fome good liquor, and the
old gentleman fmoaked his pipe -
by the fire-fide, they foon began
togrow fleepy, when they were .
fhewed into a: very comfortable
bed, here itis.

on

A
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on which they flépt undifturbed
till morning ; when they arofe,
- freth as the day; and having
made a good breakfaft, mounted

their horfes and fet onward again,

Eranty, although arrived, a—
mufed wich the variety of objects
on the road,” yet he often caft a
look behind, and heaved a figh,
at thipking of his ‘dear father and
motiigr, and fifter Polly, which
was very natufal, - as he had ne-

BN RS ver'
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ver been a day from them before
and the tendernefs of a parent
cannot be {oon forgot by a fenfi-
ble child as Franky was ; a tear
often ftole down his cheek, and
‘he fometimes bit his lips, which
his uncle obferving, wasglad cf
any opportunity to amuie and di-

vert his melancholy ; and {oon a
fubjeét prefented itfelf : thiswas
a pigeon with a letter in its
mouth, flying in the air, this fur-
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prized the young gentempan not
alittle, when his uncle told him
it was the nature of that {ort of
birds to carry meflages, and fuch
were often ufed on particular oc-
cafions, as they fly thro’ the air
with amaziag rapidity, and have
been' known to come above a
hundred miles in a very little
time; aftonithing as this is, it
certainly is true, and the pigeon
1s accordingly called’a Carrier.
It was now the middle of the
day, and rather warm, to fiop a
while and'take the cool of ‘the
afternoon to contigue their jour-
ney in: while they were in the
inn, they underftood there was
a fair ju the town, and a number
of fights to be feen, amd willing
to'indulge his nephegr, the old
gentlethan took him to fee fop;
' o
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of them, the produ@ions of na- .
' ture pleafed Maficr Franky mnoft,

nd an exhibition of wild beafts
attracted his mnotice. The un.
~weildy Elephait was here, .

.

‘whofe bulk and form is admired
hy all the world, and who, it is
faid, to be neareft to man in re«
‘gard to reafon: this animal ig"
amnzingly ftrong, and will cdtry
a vait weigaf, and are ufed in
battle among the eaftera nations,
as well as for grandeur : of their
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téeth of tutks, they make ivory,

which is very ufeful ia a variety

of elegant articles. 8
The next obje& was a bear, gs°

vou may {ee, '
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& Wed beall turky
and ravenous, and is found moft-
i+ .in northern’countries ¢ ~ their
fiins are valuable in the fur trads
and tnzipfat) “us faid, will make
the Luls grow, they make ham
in fome parts of their legsy which
is citecmed by many as relifhung
food, :
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Yet furly and un-toward. as
thev are, thofe who keep them,
have found out a method to make
them ftand on their hind feet a:d
dance with apole in hisfore paws
in which it makes a truly ridicu-
lous ﬁgure The next was an

Ape with his hedd ornamented
in a grotefque manner, and who
feemed mighty pleafed at playing
with a cat, who did not feem {o

fond of the fport.
Thofe
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Thofe {pecies of animals in
many refpeéts refemble the hu-
man race ; aye very cunning and
mifchievous, and are not to be
trufted by them{elvés where there
is any thing to hurt or defiroy.
Having feen what they thought
was worth while,  they returned
from thefair, only buyinga paic
of gloves. 7.

|

_ Having again mounted, they

fet forward, having bitone day’s
jmum-
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journcy to go beforethey fhould
come to their home, the weather
was very fine, and every prof-
pe& round was very pleafant,
which made it not fo tirefome as
“otherwife it would ; andthe next
day brought them fafe ta theplace
of their deftination, :
Mafter Franky wroteimmediz .
ately to his parents: to inform.
them of their {afs aprival, as {t
was his duty. Hegcontinued fe-
veral years with his uncle, and
- encrealed his knowledge in books
and arichmetic: was- very fer-
. viceable and dutiful, and made a
very good and honeft man : was
friendly toal, and beloved by
every ones his uncle dying, leit
him a very good eltate, and he
wartied a very ageeable young

-«

ia-
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fady with a handfome fortuna,
with whom he lived very happy
for many years.

\

Goodnefs and virtue wharegard,
UL furely gaina fuft veward;
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