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A Zilliputian Oprera.

N —

SCENE I.—The Forest. (Several trunks of trees lying about.)

NN

CHORUS OF WOODCUTTERS (discovered at work. They are chopping the fallen trees with their axes).

CHORUS. Woodmen, ’neath the greenwood tree,
Chop ! chop'!
Happy as the day is long!
Shake the leaves with merry glee,
Wake the echoes with your song !
Chop! chop! chop!

CHORUS OF BIRDS (unseen). Chirp! chirp!
Carolling mertrily, chirruping happily,
Nodding our little heads, hopping with glee!
Fluttering jerkily, twittering perkily,
Wagging our saucy tails up in the tree!
Chirp! chirp!

WOODCUTTERS. Chop! chop!

WOODCUTTERS AND BIRDS. Fluttering jerkily, twittering perkily,
Wagging {ter} saucy tails up in the tree!

| our }
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(During this Recitative the Woodcuiters remain in picturesque groups, leaning on their axes, &c., listening.)

Roox. All who wander here I bring
Under my protecting wing :
That is Fairy Forest law—
I am faithful to the caw /!

RoBiNs. Robins, we are faithful too!
DovEs. So say all of us, Coo-00!
OwLs. Tuwhit! tuwhoo !
Cuckoo. Cuckoo! cuckoo!
DovVEs. C00-00-00-00-00-00 !

ROOK. Caw !

Ist WOODCUTTER (Spoken). The grove is full of music; but to-day
The birds are more than usually gay :
A feathered parliament sits in the wood ;—
2nd WOODCUTTER. Of course, they come to guard Red Riding Hood !
Birds love all children.
Ist WOODCUTTER. Harlk! T hear her tread':
See in yon shade a tiny speck of Red!

(Enter RED RIDING HOOD, carrying a basket. She comes down through the trees in the midst
of the Woodcutters.)

SONG.

RED RIDING HOOD. Mister Woodman, tell me pray,

In this spot uncanny

Have I really lost my way?
Please, I want my Granny !

Must I turn to left or right,
Stumble through the hollow ?

Will the cottage be in sight
If my nose I follow ?

Up hill, down hill, wearily, and back again,
Straight on, roundabout, that has been my way,
Stinging nettles, primrose petals, causing me delay—




This way, that way, losing all the track again—
How to find my Granny’s home, oh, tell me, pray!

1st WOODCUTTER. Little maiden, learn the road,

Since you sweetly ask it;

To your Grandmamma’s abode
You shall take your basket.

Though the brambles tear your skirt, -
Shoes be full of gravel,

You shall pass along unhurt—
This is how to travel.

CHORUS OF WOODCUTTERS (w:th explanatory action).

Up hill, down hill, wearily, and back again,
Straight on, roundabout, that’s the nearest way ;
Stinging nettles, primrose petals, cause you no delay ;
This way, that way, following the track again,
Then you’ll find your Granny’s house, and so Good-day !

(WOODCUTTERS bow themselves off through the wood at the back. RED RIDING HOOD
repeats her own lines, somewhat confused.)

(Spoken.) And so they've gone, and I have no protection !
And how am I to follow their direction?
There may be wclves about that want to dine,
Eager to pick a bone—perhaps one of mine!

RE @ISR TV,

I’'m rather frightened !
BIRDS. Of good courage be,
For you may trust my brother bills and me!
In this our fairy grove no danger comes!
RED RIDING Hoob. Thank you, wee birdie darlings—Have some crumbs ?

(Throws crumbs from the basket ; and through the jfollowing Song shows different articles.
She talks to the BIRDS all through the Song.)

And listen, dickies—all my store
For Granny I'll relate ;
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The dear old lady’s ninety-four,
And I'm just half-past eight !
To give her what she couldn’t bite
I know would be too cruel !
So here’s a pudding, very light, (S/owing 2.)
And half-a-pint of gruel! (Siowing 22.)
BIrDs. Twitter and chirrup all over the wood,
Pretty wee maiden, so thoughtful and good—
Nice little, sweet little Red Riding Hood !

RED RIDING HooD. And as th’old lady keeps her bed,

Her loving grandchild brings

This nightcap for her dear old head, (Producing it with pride.)
With frills all down the strings!

She must be kept from draughts and cold,
Her ninety years remind me ;

And what the basket would not hold,
T/at’s all 1 left behind me,

BIRDS (as before). Twitter and chirrup, &ec, &ec.

RED RIDING HooD  Twittering, chirruping over the wood,
(singing with BIRDS). Dickies, you think I am thoughtful and good—
Nice little, sweet little Red Riding Hood ?

(Spoken.) T'm glad the dicky-birds all love me. So
I'll make them my best curtsey, and I’ll go
As fast as legs can run to Grandmamma.

(Sthe curtseys and Fkisses her hand to BIRDS, looking wp into trees.  Enter, through the wood, THE WOLF,
He 15 dressed in sheep’s clothing, and skips about clumsily. RED RIDING HOOD is about to Exit (L) when
he meets her, but turns his back and Sk1ps.)

Oh, what a pretty little lambkin !
WOLF. Ba! (/n falsetto.)
I'm very hungry.
RED RIDING HoOD. Have a daisy, dear? (Offering flowers.)
Sheep can'’t eat puddings, can they? and I fear
I’'ve nothing else.
WOLF (keeping his face from her). Baa-aa !
RED RIpDING HoOD. My offers fail!
Come here, you darling sheep, and wag your tail !




(F o o)

(WOLF continues to be clumsily playful through the following Song.)

WoOLF. Mousce metas I am—
An unoffending lamb,
And T'll follow you wherever you may go ;
Now please observe me play,
And “Baal” is all I say ;
So you won’t make me unhappy with a “No!”?

BIRDs. Beware !

WOLF (playfully). Ba-a! (RED RIDING HOOD appears to understand the BIRD'S
BIRDS. Beware ! warming, and keeps away from the WOLF.)
WOLF (defiantly). Ba-a! Ba!

RED RIDING HoOD. I'm going, if you please,
As far as yonder trees,
With my basket, to my dearest Grandmamma.
I say it with regret,
She can’t afford a pet,
So I'll run along without you.
WOLF (sorrow/fully). Ba-aa! Ba!
Oh! stay my pretty maid !
Your Granny, as you said—
(aside) 1Is she old and tough, I wonder >— (aloud) Don’t you see?
The distance will be short,
If we go as we ought,
I mean take a little promenade with .

BIRDS. Beware!
WOLF (as before). Ba-aa!
BIRrRDS. Beware!
WOLF. Ba-aa! Ba!

RED RIDING HOOD (Spokenz). T'll take the birdies’ hint, and run along.
About the lamb there st be something wrong.
I'll try to frighten him: I’ll have recourse
To threats most terrible ; I’ll say—MINT SAUCE!

(WOLF skips away at these words. RED RIDING HOOD arvanges hev basket.)

WOLF (aside). No matter—I can catch her. She will be
A nice sweet morsel for an early tea!
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RED RIDING HoOD (Spoken). Now let me try and think. It is not plain
Which is my road. TIll sing it once again.

(Sings “ Up hill, down hill, &c, as she exits L. WOLF waiches her. He then throws
off his sheep’s clothing.)

WOLF (Spoken). Now off disguise! I know the shortest cut.
I'll be the first to reach dear Granny’s hut.
The door I'll open, let the maiden in—
My plan is first-rate—Let those laugh who win!

RECITATINVE.

WOLF. Maidens are the meal for gluttons,
Ploughboys have too many buttons—
And there’s something that annoys
In the taste of corduroys.
I am monarch of the wood !
I must eat Red Riding Hood

DoVEs. C00-00-00-00 !
We'll be shot if ycu do-oo!
WOLF. Who spoke to you?
OWwWL. Tuwhit! tuwhoo !
WOLF. One—two—
Cuckoo. Cuckoo !
WOLF. Three—four !

How many more ?
The whole bird army !
ROOK. Yes, the forest (corps) CAW !

BIRD CHORUS (as before). Carolling merrily, chirruping happily !
Nodding our little heads, hopping in glee!
Twittering perkily, fluttering jerkily !
Wagging our saucy tails up in the tree!
Chirp! chirp! chirp!
MAGPIES. Wolf! wolf! wolf!

(The cry of © Wolf,” repeated by distant echo. Then a Juntsman’s hovn heard. The WOLF is undecided
whick way to go. WOODCUTTERS CHORUS /eard.)




Gy

WOLF (Spoker). He that dines and runs away,
Lives to dine another day !

(WOLF sneaks off L.)

CHORUS OF WOODCUTTERS (run in through the trees).

CHORUS (as before). Where’s the Wolf ! we’ll have his skin!
Chop ! chop !
Though the monster’s legs are long,
In the race the Woodmen win ;
Axe must take the place of song—
Chop! chop! chop!

CHORUS OF BIRDS AND WooD- Hurrying readily, march away steadily,
CUTTERS (as before). Shoulder to shoulder each one in his place!
Little wings fluttering, little beaks muttering,
Woodmen and Dicky-birds join in the chase!

ABIEEAL [END OF FIRST SCENE.
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SCENE II.—Interior of Grandmamma’s hut.

(A poor cotiage— A bedstead L— Window at back L, at head of the bed—Door at back R—A cupboard at
Joot of bed—A table with looking-glass on it.)

(WOLF discovered dyessed in Grandmamma’s petticoat, shawl, and nightcap. He is admiving
lamself in the looking-glass.)

WOoLF. Complete perfection of disguise

This glass is proud to show me ;

The child may look with all her eyes,
I'm certain she won’t know me !

I will lay my head on dear Granny’s bed,
And for hiding me T’ll thank it!

I will sink my face in the pillow-case,
And my tail beneath the blanket.

(Lmitating the manner of an For 1 am an old Granny, aged ninety-four :
old woman.) Yes, and I have a nice little meal in store—
Ha! ha! ho! ho!
Brava! bravo!

This nightcap suits me vastly well,
The frills set very nicely ;
When thus I’'m muffled, who could tell
My age at all precisely ?
For I'll lie so still as if I were ill,
And too old to have my senses !
I will cough and wheeze, I will choke and sneeze,
And all under false pretences !




)

({mitating, as before.) For 1 am an old Granny, aged ninety-four :
Yes, and 7 have a nice little meal in store—
Ha! ha! ho! ho!
Brava! bravo !

(Sumps into bed on the last note and covers himself up closely.  Bird Chorus heard piano.)

(Spoken.) With appetite each moment growing stronger,
hope my grandchild won’t delay much longer.
I long to hear her knock.

(Zap at the window. WOLF sits up in bed.)

Eh! what was that ?—
Are those her tiny footsteps, pit-a-pat ?
BIRDS (az window). 1 see you !
WOoLF. Ah! those wretched birds again,
Tapping defiance at the window-pane!

IRITC AT IR,
(BIRDS ‘Zapping accompaniment on the window-panes.)
BIRDSs. Here we are with our tap, tap, tap!
WOLF. They can’t know me in my cap, cap, cap!
BIRDS. The Wolf is caught in a trap, trap, trap !
WOoLF. They grudge poor Granny her nap, nap, nap !

CHEIORUSHORIRBIRDS

With us, the fairy-detective band,
No cunning can avail ;
There’s not a crime done in all the land
But birdies tell the tale.
On silent wing reports we bring ;
But beaks so small can never hold them,
And that is why all stories fly ;
It’s sure to be the birds that told them !




(WOLF /as completely hidden his face.

WOLF (Spoken). Oh, dear! those birds! it is becoming frightful,
If 'm to be the jest of tongues so spiteful!
They sit and chatter, twitter, chirp, and mock,
When I am waiting for my grandchild’s knock!

(Knock at door.)

At last!—and in my part I feel so clever!—

(Calling) Come in, my child! You're better late than never. (7o /imself.)

(Enter, through door, RED RIDING HOOD.)

RBECEE AT

RED RiDING Hoobp. All quiet—I must take one peep
At Granny as she lies asleep. (Goes to bed.)
You must want rest, as you're so old!
Sleep on! I've brought the gruel cold !

BERCEUSE (RED RIDING HOOD bending over bed and jfanning WOLF).

Oh, hush thee, dear Granny!
My watch I will keep ;
Thine own loving grandchild
Will guard thee in sleep.
Thine eyelids close
In sweet repose—

Oh, hush thee, dear Granny,

While sweetly I sigh,
. As the winds in the tree-tops,
A soft Lullaby !
Lullaby! Lullaby !

Oh, rest thee, dear Granny !
Sleep on while you may ;

RED RIDING HOOD places basket on table and comes back to bedside.)

L
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Unwearied I'll watch thee—
I care not for play.
My watch I'll keep—
Sleep, Granny, sleep !
Oh, hush thee, dear Granny,
While sweetly I sigh,
As the wind in the tree-tops,
A soft Lullaby!
Lullaby ! Lullaby !

(WOLF wakes up; but keeps his face hidden.)

WOLF (Spokern). 1 am not quite asleep : I've had such dreams
Of eating something sweeter than ice-creams !
RED RIDING HoOD (Spoken). T'll find my basket—show you what is in it !
Will you eat something ?
WOLF (Spoken). Yes, love, i a minute !

IRITCIAATEIDVAIDS

BIRDS (outside). Take care! Beware!
RED RIDING HoOD (Spoker). But, Granny dear, your voice is very gruff—
Your face is brown !
WOLF (Spoken). Yes, darling, that’s the snuff.

Sad and pitiful the plight is
Of a Granny with bronchitis !
The draughts blow through the attic—
I've a cough—and I'm asthmatic!
To make me hoarse, dear, isn’t that enough ?

BIRDS (owtside). Beware ! Take care!

(RED RIDING HOOD 7s getting gradually frightened.)

RED RIDING HoOD (Spokern). And then your nose so long !
WOLF (Spoken). Bhistcolds | ifear,
Has made me blow it out of shape, my dear.




RED RIDING HooD. Your teeth so white!

WOLF (Spoken). Old folks, it’s very plain,
In second childhood cut their teeth again !

(WOODMEN’S CHORUS /eard prano.)
Come here, and kiss your loving Granny !

(WOLF turns in bed and tries to seize RED RIDING HOOD. She runs away to R. WOLF Zears off nightcap,
throws away shawl, and is about to seize her, when WOODMEN 7ush tn, and one lknocks down WOLF
with fis axe.)

WOODMAN. Stop !
He wants his dinner—let him have a chop !
(RED RIDING HOOD runs to him.)

The wee one saved !
RED RIDING HoOD. I wonder that you heard
My danger.
WOODMAN. You may thank a little bird.

(BIRDS outside sing BIRDS CHORUS, “ (. arolling Merrily”; all characters except WOLF Jotning in.)

2nd WOODMAN (Spoken).  But where’s the real old Granny ?

RED RIDING HoOD ( picking up string torn by WOLF). I'm bereft!
There’s nothing of her but her cap-string left !
WoLr. I didn’t do it, really!

(GRANDMAMMA /0bbles out of the cupboard.)

GRANDMAMMA. I’m his witness !|—

I am a tough old soul; and my unfitness

Has saved my bones. I hobbled off, my dear,

Into that cupboard till the coast was clear!

My darling child! (Embracine RED RIDING Hoop.)

RED RipIiNG Hoob. Dear Granny, what a shame !




WOLF (sitting up  Forgive me, please,—I'm really very tame !

and begging). To hurt dumb animals you know is wrong.
Let all end happily—
GRANDMAMMA. In dance—
RED RIDING Hoob. And song!

FINALE (CHARACTERS AND BIRDS).
(Country Dance.)

GRANDMAMMA. I'm old, but dance in spite of it—

WOODMEN. Hurrah ! we’ll make a night of it !

BIRDS. Birds are fluttering, merry notes uttering,
Singing in sheer delight of it!

WOODMEN. We Woodmen are boys for a jig !

WoLr. And I will go in with the rest of you!

BIRDS. We Birds will hop on the twig,

GRANDMAMMA. And I'll foot it away with the best of you!

DANCE. [CURTAIN.
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RED RIDING HOOD.

A

Filliputian Opera.
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Words by R. ANDRE. Music by ISIDORE DE SOLLA.
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SCENE II.—Interior of Grandmamma’s hut.

Aundante moderato ¢ scherzando.
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CHORUS—*“On silent wing.”
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Better late than never.)

RECITATIVE—*HII quiet.”

RED RIDING HoOD.
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(Goes up to the bed.)
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WOLF (Spoken).
I am not quite asleep :

{

(e

RECITATIVE—* Take care!”

I've had such dreams Of eating some-

thing sweeter than ice-creams !

§

I'll find my basket— Show you what is in it !

Will you eat something?
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No. 15. SEMI-CHORUS—* Cavolling merrily,”
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(—— In dance and song.)

No. 16. FINALE (GALOP)—“Fm old, but dance in spite of it.”
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