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THE RENO,YNED HISTORY' 

OF 

LITTLE GOODY TWO-SHOES. 

ALL the world must have heard of Goody 
Two-Shoes: so renowned did this little 
girl become., that her life ha.s been written 
by more than one author., and her 'story has 
betn told differently by different writers. 

The father of Goody Two-Shoe.s was 
born in England; an<l every bo<ly knows, 
that, in this happy country., the poor are to 
the full as much protected by our excellent 
laws, as nre the highest and the richest 
nobles in the land; and the humblest cot
tager enjoys an equal share of the blessings 
of English liberty ,xith the sons of the 
King themselves. 

The real name of Little Goody Two-Shoes 
\\·a ,\large-ry l\Icanwc:11. ifer father \\a~ a 



GOODY T\VO-SIIOES. 

farmer in the parish of JVTou!d,,·cll, and at 

one.time in very good circurn2tanccs; but 

it pleased Providence to afflict Lim ,,:·ith so 
many misfortunes, that he bu::arne very 

' poor, and at last ,vas reduced to want. The 

farm of poor JVIr~ ~;lean well \Yas solcl to pay 
.his c:·cdito rs; for he w,,-;.s too noblc-n1ind(A 

·to retain a property which now could not 

justiy be called his . His creditors admired 

·s uch conduct, and all cheerfully accepted 

their d 1 vidtnd as a compensation of their 

delit; _xce1,t SirThomas Gripe, who, though 

·possessed of very great riches, was of :i, 

very mi 'Crable disposition : in . short, he 

was a miser, and resolved to ban~ a law-suit 

·agaii.1st poor J\,lcanwell, in order Lo 0bLaiu 

the mon~y which was c.lL1c to hirn, or to 

throw him into pri ·on. 

Poor IV.Iean.wc11, to avoid the pcrsccnlious 

of this unfeeling man, r~lircd ,villi liis wife 
and chilclrcn into another county; where 
his upright conduct not being kno\\'n, he 

could not rrndi ly obtain cmp1()yincnt; and 

bavi 1w 
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h,tving caught a severe cold for want of ne

cessary covering, this, aclded to the grier· 

-ancl anxiety be felt for the distresses of his 

familv, soon caused .his death: his poor 

wife lived only two days after him, leaving· 

J\1argery a1;d her little brother Torn.my to 

the \Yide world. 

After their mother was dead, it would , 

have done anyone's heart good to have seen 

how fond these two little ones were of each 

other, :.:1.nd ho,v, han<l in hand, they trotted _ 

.about. They loved each other, though they 
were Yer:' poor; and haYing neither parents 

nor friends to provide for them, they were 

both ,·ery ragged: as for Tommy, he had 

t\\-o shoes, but J\1argery had hut one. They 

had nothing to support them for several 

cl clys hut what they picked from the hedges, 

or got from the poor people, and they lay 
~very night in a barn. 

Their relations took no notice of them; 

no, they were rich, and ashamed to own 

such a poor little ragged girl as Margery, 
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and' :such a dirty little curl-pated boy as 
Tommy. Some people's relations and friends 
seldom talcc notice of them ,.,:hen they are 

poor; 'but as \\'e grO\v rich they grow fond. 
And this will always be the case, while 

people love money better than virtue. Tiut 

such wicked folks, who lorn nothing but 
ii1011cy, a1id are proud and <.k-;pise 1 he poor, 
seldom come to a good end, as we 3ba1l see 
-by and by ... 

Mr. Smith was a very ,vorthy ck-rgyman, 
\\·hphved in tbc p::-.risb where little :\forgery 
was born; but having a very small c11rc1c:·, 
he could ·not foil ow the <lictatc.:s of his heart 
in reliu·inrr the distresses of his ft.:llG\Y-crea-..._ . 

tures. -As he h1e\v farmer ~vlcr~m\'C.~ll in hi::. 
pr?spci'O-U:3 d~tys., he \\ ishcd rnuch tc, be of 
ss:rvicc to his poor orphan cl1ildr.e11. 

It happened tliat a rc·la·tion came on a 
·risit to him, who \\·as a charitable gour.l 
man; aml l\1r. Srnitl'i., hy his clbire, e::nt 
i~;r· tliesc poor Gb:ldrc!l .. to com~ to liim. 

The 0.:cntlcma1~ orckrcd little .. d~ri!erv a ne \' - ~ , 

n:1 · 
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pair of shoes, gave her some money to buy 
clothes; arnl said he would take Tomrny
and rn,~ke l1im a little · sailor; and ac
corcli11~;ly had a jJ.ckc:t and trowsefs made 
for him. ' 

After some da)·s the gcnll man went t0 

Lo11don, and took li!tle Tommy with bim, 
of \vhom YOU ,,-ill know more by and by; 
for ,vc sh,1ll, at a prnpcrtimc, present you' 
"·ith ·sonic part of hi 8 adventmes. 

The p:irtin<Y hc'.\Yecn thesc. twD little cbi1-o 

dren ,Yas ,·en' aCT~ctin-r:: Tomm\' cried, and . 0 , . 

Y!::lrgcry cried, and they kissed each other a 
grc2.t number of ti mes: at last Tommy wiped' 
off her tear::i with the end of his jackel, and 
)icf :"ler cry no more, :for that he "·a:uklcorne 
to her c:~ai11 ,,·i1cn he returned from sea. 
\Vhen nig;ht earn;.-, little .l\b.rger·y grew ,·ery 
u~e:.isy c..bout ber brother; al'ld after sitting· 
up as late as J\Ir. Srnith wcd:..i let her, she 
\Vent crying to bed. 

Little l\Iarg·n:: got up in the morning 
\'Cry · car:\'' :1nd :·:,~1 n11 roand . the vi l lagc>: 
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crying for her brother; and after some time 

returned greatly distressed. !--Iowever, at 

this instant the shoe-maker came in with 

the new shoes, for which she ha<l hecu 

measured by the gentleman':; order . 

Nothing ~_ou11l have supported little Ivfor

gery under the ~ffiiction she was in., but the 

pleasure she took in her two sl1oes: she ran 

out to Tvln. Smith as soon as they \vere put 

on, and, stroking down her frock, -cried 

out," T,;;o shoes., ma'am L sec two shoes!" 

<tnd so she behav~d to all the people she 

met., and by that meancl obtainrd the _name 

of Goody Two-Shoes; though her play

mates called her 01d Goody _T\.,,·o-.Shocs~ 

Mr. and J\1rs. Smith \\·ould have. -been 

very hapl?Y if they could hav.e afforded to 

have kept poor litt.le Margery; hut finding 

that impossible., they were obliged to lea-re 

her to the. mercy of the all-wi e PFovidcnce. 

Little JVIargery, having.seen how good and 

q.ow wise Mr. Smith was, concluded that 

this was owing to his great learning; there

fore 



fore she wanted, above all things, to lear_n 

to read: But then there were no Sun<lay

schools. for children .¥c, an<l Margery was 

much at a loss, at first, hmv to learn, but 

at !ast concluded to ask Nlr. Smith to have 

the goodness to teach her at his leisure 

moments. He very readily agreed to do so; 

and little Margery attended him one hour 

every evening, which was the only time he 

couJJ ~nJ.rc. 
I 

B_· this means she soon got more learning 

t .~n her pfay·-rnates, and laid the following 

scheme for instructing those \vho were 

more ignor:mt th,rn hcrse::lf. She found 

that oniy t\venty-six letters were required to 

:;;rdl aJI the words in the \vorld; but as 

w1:m~ of these letters are lar5e ancl some 

P ' ,. I . f l. ~rua.t, ~ne cut out or se<.-era piece,,; o t 1111 

-. o-d ten sets of CJ.ch. 

• TI, e p<>or ·ire im!ebtett tn \1rs. Ha1~;-nh ,fore and 

s fr, ." Trnnmcr, who ha•:e written m:rny pretty books, 

f.~· ilic~c u c!u! iustituticns. 

E And 



And having got an old spelling-book, 
_i:;he made her companions set up all the 
words they wanted to spell, and after that 

_s he taught them to compose sentence:; . 
. You know what a sentence is, mv dear; '· I 
;will be good," is a scntellce, and i.; made 
up of several words. 

The usual manner of spelling, or carrying 
on the gan1e, was this : Suppo:,e the wo:-J 
to be spelt was plum-pudding) which i~ a 

.. very good thing, the children were placcLl 
in a circle, and the first brought the !etlc.r 
.p., the next l, the next u, the next m, an<l 
so on till the whole was spelt; and if any 
one brought a wrong letter, he \Yas to pay 
a fine., or play no more. This was,gd ting 
instruction at their play; and every morn
illg she liScd to go round to teach the chil
dren with these letters in a basket. 

Tv1rs. \Villiams, \ ho kept a school for 
instructi11g little folks in the science of A, 
B, C, was at this time very old ancl infirm, 

:l',d 
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and wan ted to decline tbis important trust. 

This being told to Sir \Villiam Dove, he 

sent for :Mrs. \Villi~ms, and desired she 

1':ould examine little 1\vo-Shocs, ancl see -

,,·hethcr she Vi'as qualified for the office.

This, \"Va"' <lone, ancl rv'.Irs. \Viiliams rnade 

the fofl o,'1'tng report in her fa\:our, namely., 

th:;1t Jrttk 1"1Zfargery was " the best scholar, 

and had the best bead and heart; of any one 

~he had c.xaminccl." All the countr:rhad a 

great opinion of :Mrs. \Villiarns, and this 

ch~ractergan~ them also ::t great opinio11 of 

_frs. l\fai-gcry; for so ,,·e rnust now call her . 

.:\lr6. J\larg:cry ·thought tllis tbe happiest 

periml of her lik; bnt more bap}).ineEs was 

in st:ore for her. God Almighty heaps up 

hies.sing-- for all those " ·ho lo,:e hirn ; and ...., 

tJrnu<,·h for a time he rnav suff.cr them to be 
~ J 

poor and distressed, and bide hi good pur-

posG frorn hmnan sight, yet in the end 

they arc generally cr0\n1ed wilh happiness 

here, and no one can doubt · that tbey are 

so hereafter. 
,.,,- . 
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No sooner ,vas she settled in her office, 
than she laid every possible scheme to pro
mote the welfare of all her neighbours, and 
-especially of ber little ones, in ,vhom she 
. took great delight; and all those \vhose 
·parents could not afforcl to .pay, she taught 
.for nothing, but the pleasure she liaJ in 
their corn pany; for you are to . observe, 

· that they were very goocl, or ·were soon 
made so by her good management. 

vVe have already informed the reader, 
that the school wbere sbe taught was that 

. which was before kept by Mrs. Williams. 
The room v.:as hi.rge; and as she knew that 
nature intended children should be always 
in action, she placed her different_ letters, 
or alphabets, all round the schoo1,-so th:it 

· every one was obliged to get up and fetch a 
letter, or to spell a v,;or<lJ \,·lien it came to 
thei r tmn; '.\ hich not on-ly kept them in 
health, but fixed the lttte1s and points 
firmly in their minds. 

The school ,vas m a ,·ei·,· rnmous con,-
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dition; wbic:h Sir vVilliam Dove being in
formed of, he ordered it to be rebuilt at his 
own expense; and, till that could be done, 
farmer Grove was so kind as to let Nirs. 
Two-Shoes bave his large hall to teach in. 

The house bnilt by Sir vVi1liam had a 
statue erected over the door., of a boy slid
ing on the ice ; and under it were these 
lines., vaitten by l\tfrs. Two-Shoes., and 
engraved at her expense. 

ON SIN. A Simile. 

As a poor urchin on the ice, 

vVhen he has tumbled once or twice, 
°\.Vith caution tries to seek the shore, 

Resolv'<l to trust the ice no more; 

But, meeting with a daring mate, 

'\Vho often used to slide :rnd skate, 

Again is into danger led, 

And falls again and break, his lieacl : 

So youth, when fir t they're drawn to sin, · 

And see the danger they are in, 

\Vould gladly quit the thorny way, 

And think it is unsafe to stn:·; 

G But 
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But, ~eeting with their wicked train, 

Return with them to sin ·again; 

vVith them the paths of vice explore, 

'\Vith them are ruin'd ever more. 

\Vbile ]\,frs. Two-Shoes was at Mr. 
Grove's, which was in lhe middle of the 

village, sbe not only taught tb c children in 

the day-time, but the farmers' servants, 

and all the neighbours, to read and write in 

the evening. 

Mrs. Margery was always doing good, 

ancl thought sbc could nc\-cr sufficiently 

gratify those who had done any thing to 

scn•c her. These generous sentiments na

.turally led her to consult the interest of 

J\tir. Grove, ancl the JTst of the neighbours; 

and as most of their lands were meadow, 

and they dcpcnde<l much on their hay, 

which hacl been for many years greatly 

damaged by wet weather, she procurncl an 

in strument to direct them when to mow 

their grass w1th safety, and prevent their 

hrir bei n ~ spoiled. They all came to her 

2 fur 



for advice, and by that means got in their 

hay without damage, while most of tlut in 

the neighbouring vill..1.gc was spoile<d. 

Sir Charles Jones had by this time con

ceived such a high opinion of 1frs. 11ar

gery, that be offered her a considerable snm 

to take the care of his family, and the edu

cation of his daughter; \Vhicb, hO\vcver, 

.she refused: but this gentleman sending for 

her afterwards, when he had a dangerous 

Et of illness, she ,,.rent, and beh~Yed so pru

dently in the family, and so tenderJy to hi1n 

and his daughter, that he would not perrnit 

her to leave the house, but soon after rnacle 

her proposals of marriage. She was truly 

sensible of the honour he intended her: 

but, though poor, she \Yould not con ent 

to be made a lady, till be had effectually 

provided for his daughter; for she told him, 

that power was a dangerous thing to be 

tru::;ted \Yitb, and that a good man or wo

nnn would nerer throw thcmseh-cs l:ilto 

the road of temptation. 
All 
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. All things being settled, and the day 
fixed, the ,neighbours came in crowds to 

see the wedding; for they were all glad, 

that -0ne who had been such a good little 

·girl, and was become such a virtuous an<l 
.good woman, \Vas· going to be made a 

·lady: but just as the clergyman had opened 

his book., a gentleman richly dressed ran 
into the church., and cried, Stop! stop! 

iTbis gre;itly alar111.ed the congregation, 

·particularly the intended bride and bridc

'groom, whom he first accosted, and desired 

to speak with them ap1rt. After they had 

been talking some time, the people were 

·greatly surprised to see Sir Charles stand 

moti0uless, and his bride cry and faint 
·a\\'ay in t1w tr:mger's arms. Thi. seern

in~ PTicf~ ho·-ve\'cr, was oniv a prelude -to a ~o , 

flood of joy 'lvhich immediately succeeded; 

·for you must kno,v, 6entle reader, that this 

·gentlernau, so richly dressecl, was tbe idcn

ti'cal little boy, whom you before heard of 

wipin;; his poor si ·ter's face with the corner 
'~, n£__ 
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of his sailor's jacket: in short, it was little 

Tommy Two-Shoes, lvlrs. Marge~y's bro

ther, \vho was just -corne from beyond sea, 

where he hacl made a large fortune; and 

hearing, as soon as .he landed, of his sister's 

intended wedding, had rude post, to se~ 

that a proper settlement was made on her; 

,vhich be thought she was ~10w entitled to, 

as he himself was both able an<l willing 

to give her an ample fortune. They soon 

returned, and were married in tears-but 

they were tears of joy. 
1 he affection that :mbsi.,ted bet\vccn this 

happy couple i inexpressible; but time, 

\\ hich dissolves the closest union, aftci- six: 

years severed Sir Charles from bis lady; for,, 
being scizc<l \\'ith a violent fever, he died, 

and left her foll of grid~ though possc~sed 

u~· :J. large fortune. 

vVe forgot to remark, that, after her 

marriage, Lady Jones ordered a house in 

the village to be fitted up for a ~chool, and 

placed a poor man and his wife there, who 
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were ,vc:11 acquainted with the EnQ:1ish 
bngu:-i.gc, a.id set go0d examples to the 
whole ,·dlagc in sobriety and honesty: here 

she pcrmitlcd all the poor children to b~ 

taught to r1.:.ad ar~cl "' rite) strictly dc.,iring 
the school-mistress to in::.tru"t the girls in 
useful 11ecdlc,,:r,rk-ancl the school-master, 
11:n·in!': been a turner Lv trJdc) tau .a-ht many 

- , 0 

of the laJ.:: l!i::; 1:t; so Lhat they could make 
several useful c.:r(ielcs,; S()lTJC of,. hich were 

prc:--:entcd annu2.!ly lo Lady Jones as speci

mens of ;() 1:d \\"r,rkm~n'-hip, and which 

incl,ice·d l:c.:r to rccnn mend several ingc
niou~ l o>·s to tr;idcsrnl'n ~1s apprentices, 
foai·1~· qf wh()1n lwcarnc rrood men, a11d had 

- 0 

gn a~ caLisr, f'o1: tliankfulticss to r]ul, "' ho 
li-ul r.ii cl i.li, 1n a fric:nd in tbc late Coody 
'1\,- )-~-.!, ) . ; and, by hc.:r care, had been 

j:1-:~1 ll, i.l'cl to fc:1i' thci·i l\lakc..--r, to lc,·,'e tl,i:.:ir· 

il· izl 1\) l!ii',' :me! to be kitl'l (not rc\·cngcJul ) 
1<, their c .wm;r;:-;-and with:::.]., to li '(; soberly 
,mcl hn1cstty in this woi:ld_. She not only 
fun1>Jbcd tlic hou::ic of the schor,1 master 



and mistr ss, but aHmved them a compe

tent sabry cor their support, and supplied 

the school ,vith.books. 

Lady lVfargaret Jones did not forget her 

old friend Mr. Sm1th, for ,vhorn she·pro

curecl a very good li\·ing, which happcn'Cd 

to become Y~.cant in the gift of the family, 

and to which sbe added a good sum of mo

ney to furnish the parsonage,and to repair it. 

· She p2id great regc..rd to th~ poor; and, 

to induce them to come rc.gul:irly to churcb, 

she ordered a loaf to be gi,:en to every 

one who would accept oht. This brollgh t 

many to chnrcb, who by degrees learned 

their dutv, and then came from a more 

noble principle. She also took care to 

CBcourag_·c matrimony; and in order to in-
~ - -

clucc her te1nnts and nei ghbours to enlc r 

into that happy state, she ah\ ays gave the 

young couple something tmv:irds Lch:s -

keeping; .md wa kind to Lheir c.:h:idr .. n, 

whom she had frequently at her house on 

a Sunday evening, to instruct them m rl:'.-
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11 1i 6ion and morality; aftc:· which she treat
I I eel them with a supper, rtn<l gave them 

such books as they wanted : nor <lid she 
forget them at her death, but left eacb a 

legacy. There is one bequest, however, 
so siugular., that ,~,re ~an11ot help taking 

some notice of it in this p1ace ;- w bich is 
that of her giving s0 many acres of land 
to he planted yearly with potatoes, for all 
the peor of any parish who would come 
and fetch them fqr the use of their fami
lies ; but if any tGok Lhem to sell, they 
were deprived of tlial privilege. ever af

ter. Aud these roots were plaiicd, from 
the rent ari;3ing frcm ~ farm which she had 
assigned over.for tbat purpose. Jn short, 
:;;he was a mother to tlle poor, n. phy. icia~1 
to the sick, and a friend to all who were in 
distress. Her J ife was the greatest bless

ing, and her death the greatt, t calawity, 
that ever was felt in th~ neighbo·Jrboocl. 
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THE 

ADVENTDRES 

T O :rvI 1\1 Y T \V O-S H O E S. 

--· 
· IN the remarkable history of Mrs. lVfar

gery Two-Shoes, it has been. already re -

· lated how many many' tc2.rs were sht·d by 

Tommy aad his sister, when the little ft l

low, dressed in his· sailor's jacket 2.1,d tro\v

sers, was take11 from the viL2.ge by the kind 

gentleman YVhO Was going to send him to 

sea. Tommy was then only a poor curly

headed boy, and nothing more was heard 

of him during many years; not indeed till 

the <lay on \\.hich his si ter l\larg:ery w::.s 

about to be married to Sir Cl1 .rlcs Jones, 

,,:hen Tommy, grown a man, and ricLly 

drcs ed., caused such r.stopishment, pl1:.:, .. -

sure an<l joy., by his sudden appearance i, 

the church among t tl:em. 
'--

After the good 11arcrery and Sir Cli3.rL" 
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were married, they all returned to Sir 

Charles's house, to partake of 1 he wed

ding dinner. Then Tommy and his sister 

again ernbrnc-cd each other, and he pre

'Sen ted her with some very beautiful di
amonds and pearls he had purchased in a 

.foreign cou~try. After dinner the com

pa.ny retired to a pleasant summer-house 

in the garden; where, at Lady Jones's re

'1uest, Tommy Two-Shoes related the his

tory of his adventures. 

He told tJ1em, that Mr. Smith's relati·on 

sent him to sea in a very fine ship called the 

co~1E AGAIN: aftE.-r they had been at sea 

n co. r two months., a violent storm arose., and 

the ship was cast a_yvay upon that part of 

tbc coast of Africa which is i6habited by 
wild Indians. Tommy was the only ..one 

of all the ship's crew who escaped with 

l ife. He swam to the shore ,vilh great 

_cli llicul ty, and for many da.y3 sub~isted on 

the shell fi h he picked up on the sands . 

Here he ,;va:, found by a party of Ind ians, 

wlLO ____ _ 



who stripped and bound him, and,then car

ried him along ,vith them to their wigwams, 

which is the name of the huts they live in. 

Tominy, most probably, would have been 

devoured by these wild Indians., but it 

happened that he had prcsen·('d a ,vatch 

in bis pocket, which haJ been gi-ven him 

by tbe captain on n.ccount of his very good 

behaviour on board sh ip:· when the Indians 

saw this watch, and heard it tick, they 

thought it was some strange animal. The 

chief of the Indians took it into his o\\·n 

possession, and showed it to all the tribe; 

some were afrai_d to approach it, and others 

fell on their knees to wor hip it; but ar 

la t the watch stopped for want of winding 

up. The Indian chief, no longer he...:.ring 

the soun<l, shook it, but it made no more 

noise; he prayed and emreate.d it would 

speak, vet still it was silent. In great 
J 

~ 

alarm and grief he brought it to To1mny, 

making signs tl1at he frar~d it "·as dead. 

Ton:m-· 



: 'Tommy took the watch, and turning asi<lc 
. vvotrnd if up; whe~ be presented it ticking, 

a,:; bud as e~-cr again to the Indian chief~ 
,d10 \vas so overjoyed at it~ recovery, that 
he. prostrated him::;e]f on the ground be
fore Tommy: then calling the tribe to
.0·e:ther, he made a long speech in l1is own 

_ 1:-1ngu;i_6e; upo·n which they a1l £.houtcd and 
chpp(:d.tbeir hands, and irnmeclia'd:ly un-
11ounc.l Tommy Two-Shoes. vVith many 
signs of reverence they no·,y offered him 
rir c and cocoa nuls, -and seemed to tliink 
him a superior being to themselves. 

From that ti rne Tmnmy was treated 
'-Yi th ki Edness among the Indians. I-Ic 
often went out a-tiger -and- wolf-hunting 
wi 1 h tli 111 into the fo,e ts. One day the 
}1:di~ms ,at1aekl'Cl 3., Eoness, '"ho clcfended 
b .. r"vlf and hr;r cub ,, ith great fury; but 
~t k!1~th she w,1s killed; and Tommy 
taki-i:1g up lhc c\ib carried it home ,vith 
h,im:,. and nursed an<l reared it\\ ith ~uch 

t C:.llC!C rllCiS > 
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''tenderness, that it lJecame at last as tame 

•as any dog, and would follow· him every 

\\·here, ::i.n<l obey all his commands. 

By the tir:ne the lion .was full grown, 

Tornmv Two-Shoes bccarne tired of livino-
. ~ 

among the wi1~l Indians. He wished to 

·relurn to his own country; and being a lad 

·of lmcommon .spirit and n~solution, ,he at 

Jast resolved to set out on foot, -and cross 

ihc de.:;crts of .A'friea, till he should arrive 

at some port where he might find an Eu

ronean n:sscl. 
l 

Accordingly he proviclccl l~irnsclf with 

an J ndian axe, a bo ·:, and picnty of ar

·1'0\Yb, -~md accomp~1-niccl bv his Lulhfn l 

lien ·he , set ont. on his perilous m1dcr

·taL-- 1· 1, o-
ld ... b . 

It wa~; 1iappy · for Tommy that he h,1d 

· SL1ch a com pan ion, fer bis ro,1.d la>· through 

lar0<f wood, -and ft >rc~;G, that \\ ere frd i of 
2' 

·_y,.rdd b-:asb, : and be \\:ould ccr~ain1:; bJ\ ·...: 

· been star-:cd, or to rn ic. p;cce ,:: , had· he H'.H. 

~he·~n b'..)th fed ::md prot,.~c~ed 'by this P l blc 
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animal.. . \Vhen the lion roared, all tht 
wild beasts fled away. The smaller one~, 

that were fit for food, the lion pursued 

and killed; ~nd . Tommy, while the lion 
hunted, always took shelter in a tree·, 

where he used to shoot birds with his 

bO\v and arrow. By' these means they ne.

ver wanted a meal; and it was pleasant 
enough to see them dress their meat, ;a.nd 

then sit down side .by side to dinner. 

At length they came to an open plain of 

great extent, where Tommy Two-Shoe~ 
discovered a very large statue erected qn a 
rising ground, whjch had this inscriptioii. 

011 its pedes.tal-ON -MAY -DAY IN THE 

1 ORN ING, VlHEN THE SUN ·RIS.ES, I SHALL 

I •\.VE A HEAD OF GOLD. As it was al-· 
ready the latter e,nd · o'f -April, Tommy 
determined to continue in the l).tighbour

hood till May-day, that he might be a wit
ness .of this most wonderful change~ The 
same day he chanced to meet a poor shep
herd, of \vhom he inquired what was -the 
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reason 0f that · ex~raordinary statue being 

:erected in the plain. The she.pherd in
formed him that . it was set up prn11y 

years ago by an Arabian philosopher, who, 

after travel! i.ng all- th,e --,.,vorld over in 

search ·of a real friend, lived with, and 

-,vas extn.~mely fond of, a great man that in-

-habited the next mountain; but that on 

s.orne occ-asion they quar~dled, and the 

.ph11os,Jrhc.r, lc2...ving the moun t~in, reti~·ed 
·in to th-.: pbin, where he erected this sta

tue with his own hands, and soon after 

died. 
To this he added, that all the people for, 

many leagues round came there every l\hy
,morni1i:::,, expecting to see the stone head 

turned to gol l. 
Tommy got up very early on tl1c first of 

Nlay to bcholJ this amazing dung;~ ; and 
" ·hen he came near tbe statue he s,nv a 

great number of people gathcr~d to2c~her, 
,vbo · all .ran :.t\',:ty from him in 1 '.~1.; u~1:1ost 

conste::-nation, ha\·ing never before seen a 
'. '. -
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lion follow a man like a dog. Being. 

thus left alon<t, Tommy fixed his eyes on 

the sun, then rising with resplendent ma

jesty, and afterwards turned to the statue, 

but could see .. no change in the stone.

" -Surely,'' says he to himself, " there is 
some mystical meaning in this: this in

scription must be an renigma, the bidden 

meaning of which I will endeavour to find, 

for a philosopher would never expect a 

stone to be turned to gold." Accordingly 

he measured the length of tbc sh:idnw, 

which the statue gave on the grounc.l b.y 

the sun shining on it, an.cl marked that 

particular part where the head fell; then 

getting a chopness (a thing like a spade) 

and digging, he discovered a copper chest, 

full of gold, with this inscription engraved 

on the Eel of it : 

Thy "\1/it, 

0 l\1an, whoever thou art, 

Hath disclosed the .fEnigma, 

.And discovered the Ge>LDE:'.\ HEAD. 



Take it and use it, 

But use 1t \vith "\Visdom; 

·~ For know 

That GoLD, properly employeJ, 

May dispense Blessings, 

And promote the Happiness of l\tfortals; 

But when hoarded up, 

Or misapplied, 

ls but Trash, and makes :Mankind miserable. 

Remember 

The unprofitable Servant, 

\Vho hid his Talent in a Napkin; 

And 

The profligate Son, 

,\no squandered nway his Snbstance, and 

fed with the Swine. 

As thou hast got the GoLDEN' HEAD, 

Observe tbe Golden Mean; 

13e good and be happy~ 

This lesson, coming as it were from the 

dead, struck him with such awe and rcn~

·rcncc for piety and virtue, th.at, before he 

removed the treasure, he knee.led do\\·n, 

and ear:uestJy ~d rer?eutly pr.1ycd that 

he 



lie rnight make a prudent, just, and proper 
USC of it. 

Tommy Two-Shoes then c01wcycd the 
chest to the hut of the poor shepherd, 
,, here he had taken up his abode; and on 
further examining all its content s, he 
found a roll of paper, which having un
tied, he sat <lmvn and read as follow · : 

"To him, by whose ingenuity this trea
sure is discovered, I dedicate a short his
tory of my life and disappointments; that 
l:e may profit by my experience, and learn 
to know that adversity is the trial of 
friend ship. 

" I had acquired a large fortune by Lracle: 
my parents and relations ,,;•ere all dead, 
and my tiches afforded me no cornfort, 
because I had no one whom I loved, to 
share them with me. I travelled through 
Persia, India, Libya, Utopia, qnd Arabia; 
in search of a real friend~ Many offered: 
me their frien<lship while they supposed· 
I ,vas rich; but if I prcttnded that I . was. 

n 
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in distress and required -their ·assistance, 

they imm ediately deserted me. At last I 

arri vcd in this vast plain, where I be

came acquainted \Vith a -man who was re

ported to be wis.e, rich, · and good, 
'" In bim I concluded I had found the 

-man -to \\·horn I ought to open both my 
. purse ~md my heart; but disappointment 

-had made me suspicious, ancl I resolved to 

try before I trusted him. I went therefore 

to him, and desired his assistance in hi

ding a large sum of moBc_y, lest the prince 

of the country, by the advice of a wicked 

minister, should put me to death to· possess 

himself of my gold. ""\V c met and hid the 

money, which afler some days I went to 

sec., and foui1d it gone. 
" [low \Yas I suuck to th.t: heart, to 

know that a man who professed himself to 

be wise an<l virtuous, had furoken through a 
sac reel trust of friendship, and turned 

,a thief for gold! B:ad I lost all I \\'asS 

worth and found a r@al friend, I had been 
h'lnn.u..... 
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ha!)PY in th~ exchange; but now I was 

truly rniseral>le: I resolved, howe\~er, to 

punish his trc<'..chery . 

" After drying the lea rs which the know

ledge of his baseness had caused me to 

shc<l> I went lo him. I told hirn I had 

more. gold to hide, and desired bim to ap

point :i time when ,vr. might go together, 

and open tbc earth to put it in the same 

pot with the rest. He secmcJ confused, 

and after a little hesitation named the next 

C\'cuing. Accordingly we went, opened the 

ground, ancl found the money I h:1d !Jr ·t 

placed there, which the artful wretch had 

returned to its biding-place in lopes of 

obtaining more. 

" I in1111ediatcly took · up foe gold, rut 

it in my pocket, ::1.:1d, turning to the false 

rnan, said \Yith a H:verc look, I sboul<l 

lrn1·\· no more i:rold ti II I had found a 
• L, 

man worthy of my con11clcnce. 

""Soon after I placed this chest in the 

earlh; ar;d nJQY it be found b:' some honest 
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m an, v, ho is neither covetous nor profli
gate; and who will rerncmber that gol<l is 

icnt u~ to perform benevolent actions 

, ith; th ::1t u.11 \Ve receive is from the hand 

or· God, and every person in distress has 

a just ~i tle to share it!" 

The fi r:3t good act~on Tommy performed 

Y1 ith his t reasure i:\ as to build a comfor

t;1blc ~1z.b itatlon for the poor shepherd, 

and lo g i·re him and his family clQthing, 

·a 1d a11 things necessary to their comfort 
1 l . 

~ tHi 1::tppme ·s. 

J 1 then set out again on his t~avels, 

:rnd h ad almost reached the sea-coast, ,vhen. 

hi· f..l 1d and faithful compamon tbe hon 

.frll sick and <lic<l. Poor Tommy's grief 

cann ot be described at this e ren~, \\'h1ch 

.dL:p ,·ived him at once of his 11roteclor and 

hi.3 only fri en d. \Vhcn h, affiiction had 

a lilllc ubs~dcd, be <lug ::i. de<:p graxe at 

the foo t of a. high tree, in wl1ich he buri ed 

bi bclovc<l lion. 

I le now proceeded on his jot·rney \Vi th 

a 
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a sorrowful heart; no;· did he find anycon

solation for the loss of his lion, till ht 

beheld an English ship which rcrninded 

him of his beloved sister, and the joy 

with which she \,·otild receive him. 

He carried all his wcalLh on board the 

ship, which immediately set sail; and \Vith 

a favourable wincl all the \\ay, they soon 

arrived in England. 

The sea-port at \Yhich Tommy landed 

:\:as not manv miles distant from the resi

dence of ~ Jargery Two-Shoes. All the 

tountry ha<l talked of her goodnes3, and 

now e,1c-ry bo<l y was telling the nc\\'S that 

. he was going to be married to Sir Charles 

Jone . Tommy soon hcarcl it; and in

~ tantly ordering a post-chaise with fonr 

horse~, and clres~inrr himself in a mau-ni-
o ..., 

ficcnt dress, he hastened to the church 

wl ere- his c.kar and excellent si:::tcr was to 

be n:-iarricd. The particulars of their in• 

tcrvicw arc to be found in the hi3tory of 

r, iargcry T\\'o-Shocs. 



Tommy, now called l\1r. Two-Shoes, as 

he was grown rt fine and rich ge!1-tleman, 

settled in the handsome city of York, 

where he was admired and beloved both hy 

the rich and the poor. To the former he 

was polite ancl respectful, and to the latter 

he was kind and henevolent. His reputa

tion v,1as so great, and his history had been 

so remarkable, as well as that of his sister., 

that numbers of people solicited his ac

quaintance; and others, who used to go. to 

York minster," here be constantly attend

ed di vine service, spoke in the highest 

terms of the propriety and gr:icefolnc~s of 

his behaviour. 
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