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HISTORY OP' LITTLE 

GOODY T,vo~SHOES.g 
t\f 

Id 

ALL the world must allow thait 

Trro-Shoes was not her re~h-. . 

--ee~-

uame: No, her father's nam~ 

was l\1eao.vell, and he was forf 

many years a conside~able _far-: 

mer in the pariEh where Ma111; 

gery was born; but by 1.he miSii_ 

fortunes lie met with in busineS!i~. 

and the wicked per~ecotioos ~ 

Sir Timothy Gripe. a wi an. over-r­

grown farmer, called Gra pall1-
ha was effectually ruined. J;J.· 

little time put a period to his ex 

i-:tence, and his t~o chilcfr~tJ~ 

. Tommy and lVJarg-ery, were left 

orphaus. , a'. 
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It would have excited your pity and done your heart good to have seen how fond these two little ones were of one another, and how, ban<i in hand, they trotted ab0ut; Tommy had two­shoes, but Margery had brit one. they bad nothing, poor thiugs ! to support them, but what they picked from the hedges, or got from the poor people, and they lay every night in a barn. Their relations took no notice of them; uo, they were rich, and ashamed to own such poor little children. However, a gentleman, whose name was Kind heart, took Tom­my and made him a sailor. 
J\tlr. Smith, a worthy clergy .. man, sent for a shoemaker, and 
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ordered Madge a pair of new 
ones. As soon as she received 

them, and had put them on, she 

was might.ily pleased with them, 

and ran to Mrs. Smith, aud strok­

ing down to her apron, cried out 

"Two Shoes, Niame, see Two 
Shoe!" aud so she behaved to 

every one she met, and by that 
means obtained the name of 

Goody Two Shoes. 
Little :Margery saw how wi:e 

and good ]U r. SmHh was, alld 

concluded tbat this was owi11g­

to his great learning; s)1e ther~­

fore wanted above all otl ,er 

things to learn to read. For 

this purpose ~he used to meet 

the little boys and girls as tLey 

came from school, borrow tl.eir 
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books, and read · them till they 
returned. By this me~ns she 
got more learning th an any of 
lier playmates. and she la.id the 
following scheme for instructing 
those who were more ignorant 
than herself. She found that 
only the following letters a re 
required to spell all the words in 
the world ; but as some oft hese 

I 

Jetter~ are large and some small 
she with a knife cut out of sevP.­
ral pieces of wood ten sets of 
t3ach of these : 
abcdefgbijklmnopq 

rstu,wxyz 
And six sets of these: 

ABCDEFGHIJKLM 
N O P Q R S T U V \V X Y Z 
And hllving ~ot an old spelUug 
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book, she made 'her companions 
-set up all the words they wanted 
to spell, aud after that she taught 
them to compose sentences.­
You kuow what a sentence is, 
my dear, I will be good, is a 
sentence , and is made up, as 
you see, of several words. 

The usual manner of spelling 
or carrying on the game, as they 
call 1t, was this: Supposetha 
\\ o rd to be s pe l t was pl u m-p u d­
d in g, the children were placed 
in a circle, and the first brought 
the letter P, ue.xt I, the next u, 
the next m, and so on till the 
whole was spelt; and if any one 
brought a wrong letter, be was 

· 1o pay a fine or play no more. 

'.fhis was at their play. And 
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every mornjog she used to go 
round to t 8ach the children with 
these rattle traps. I ouce went 
her rounds with her, and was 
highly diverted, as you may be, 
if yoi.-1 read on. 

It was about seven o'clock iu 
the morning when we set out on 
this important business, and the 
first house we came to was Far­
mer Wilson's. Here we stop-
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ped, and lVIargery went up to 

the door, tap, tap. " Who-'s 

there?'' " Only little Goody 
Two Shoes," · answered Mar­

r_y,-" come to teach Billy.'' 

'_' Oh ! little Goody," says Mrs. 

Wilson with pleasure in her face, 

" I am glad to see you : Billy 
wants you sadly, for he has 

learned all his lesson." Then 

out came the little boy: "How 

do, Doody Two Shoes," says he, 

not able to speak plain. Yet 

this little boy had learued all 

his letters; for she threw down 

the alphabet mixed together 

·thus: 
d _b f h km no q s u v w y x a 

gzecilnprtxj 

and he picked them all up, cal-



Jing them _by their right name, 
and pnt them all in order thus: 

·a b c d e f g; h i j k l m n o p q 
rstuvwxyz 

She then threw <lo'rl- n the al­
phabet of capital letters in the 
manner· you here see tbem: n D F H K M O Q S U \V Y Z 
ACEGILNPRXT'VJ 

and he picked therri all up, and 
hav ing told their names, placed 
t he m thus: 
AB C DEFGHIJKLM 
NOPQRSTU V WXYZ 

Now, prey li Ltle reader, take 
this bodkin, aod see if you can 
point oat the letters from these 
n1ixed al pb a bets, and tell how 
they should be placed us weli as 
the little boy Dilly. 
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The next place we came to 
was Far'mer Simpson's. Bow 
wow-wow, says the dog at the 
house door: '' Sirrah !" .says bis 
mistress, why do you bark at 
little Two Shoes? Come · iu, 
:Madge; here is Sally wants 
you sadly, she has learned all 
her lesson. Then ont came the 
little one. '' So l\!Ia.dge !-" said 
she; "So Sally !,, answered tbe 
other. have you learned your 
lesson?" "Yes, that's what I 
have," replied the little one in 
the country manner; and im­
mediately taking the letters, she 
set ap these @yllab!e5: 

ba be bi bo bu ca ce ci re en 
da de di 'Clo du fa fe fi fo t'n 

and ga'\'e them their exact 
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sounds as she composed them : 

after this, she set up the foll.ow-
ing: · 

This iii the cock that crow'tl in the morn, 
That wak' <l the Priest all 1,ha,-en and 1-horn. 

As we were returning home 

we saw ~ gentleman who was 
very ill, siHing under a shady 

tree at the corner of his rookery. 
Tho' ill, he began to joke with 
little Margery, and said, langh­
ing, "So Goody Two Shoe.~, 
they tell me yon are a cunniug 

little baggage; pray can you 
tell me what [ shall do to get 

well?" "Yes, Sir," says she, 

go to bed when yonr rooks do~ 
yon see they are going to rest 
already; do you so likewise, 

aud g·et up with them in the mor-
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ning; earn as they do,. e\~ery 
day, what you eat, anu you will 
get health and keep iL-What 
should ind nee rooks to frequent 
gentlemen's houses only, but to 

· tell them bow to lead a prudent 
life? They never build over cot­
tages or form-houses, because 
they see that these people kuow 
how to live without their a<lmu­
nitiou. 
'l'hus health and wit yon may im proye, 
Taug·ht by the tenants of the groYe. 

The gentleman laughing , 
'gave Margery sixpence,and told 
her she was a sensible hw~sey. 

Goody Two-Sb,1es COL; tin ued 
to go her rounds for some time; 
at length a Tutoresswas want ed 
in A B C College, and sbe w as 
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elected without opposition. Here 
her wisdom and goodness waij 

obvious to every -body, aud her 
fame spread far and wide. 

Having an rrncommon under­
standing, tbe neighb·ours courted 
her ·company, and she frequent­
ly favoured them with it. While 
at Mr. Grove's which was in the 
heart of the village, slie uot only 
tau g ht the chi :-dren in the day­
time, but the farmer ' s servant~, 
aud a ll tbe neighbours to read 

an<l write in tbe ,,eveDing; and 

it was the common practice be­
fore they went away. to make 

them all go to prayers aod sillg 
psalms. By tbe:se means the peo· 
pie g rev-..· e xtremely regul~r, his 

~erva11t11 were always at home, 
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instead of being_ at the ale-house 
they strictly attended church, 
and he had more work done than 
ever. 

This gaye not only l\!Ir. Grove, 
but all the neighbours, an high 
opinion of her sense aAd prudent 
b-ehaviour, and she was so mnch. 
esteemed that most of the differ­
ences in the parish were left to 
her decisiou ; even when chil­
dren fell ont at play, and could 
not settle it among themseh-e-~, 
they must needs refer it to Mrs. 
Margery for the satisfaction of 
all parties; and if any man and 
wife quarrelled, both parties 
certainly came to her for advice. 

E,·ery body knows that Mar­
tha \ Vilson was a very passion-
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ate scolding jade, and that John 
her husband, was a surly, ill­
tempered fellow; these were 
once brought by the neighbours, 
for Margery to talk with. J obn, 
says she, you are a man, and 
you ought to kuow your duty 
better than to fly in a passion at 
~very word that is said amiss by 
your wife ; and you l\Iarth~, 
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says she, ought to .have more 
seuse than to say any thing to 
aggravate your husband's re­
sentment.--Tbese frequent quar­
rels arise fr,)m the indulgence 
of your very violent passions: 
for I know you both love one 
another, notwithstanding all 
that has passed bet ween you: 
now pray tell me J obn, and tell 
me Martha, when you have 
-bad a quarrel over night, are you 
not both sorry for it the next 
day ? They both declared that .. 
they were. Why then, says she, 
I will tell you how to prevent it 
in future, if you will promise to 
take my advice : they both pro~ 
mised they would. You know, 



Mys sh!Q~ that a small .spark will 
set fire to tiuder, nnd thn.t tin­

der properly placed "dll fire an 

house; ao a11gry word is with 

you as that spark 1 for you are 

b.otb as touchy as tinder, ao(l 

often make your hous~ too bot 

to hold yon. To pre1;en t this in 

future, and to live happily, you 

must solemnly Rgyee, th a t if one 

speak an angry word the other 

will not ao~vver ti l 1 be or she bas 

distinctly called over all the 

letters in the alphabet, and that 

C1e other shall not reply till he 

er she bas told tweoty ; by 

these means your passion will 

~~ stifled, arid reason will _ha,·e 

- time to take the rule. 
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This is the best recipe eve'r 
given for a married couple to !lve 
iu peace: though J ohu aud his 
wife frequently · attempted 1G 
quarrel afterwards, they could 
uever get 1heir passiolls to ;:i.ny 
considerable height, for tl1ere 
was somethin~· so uucemrn<:11!y 
droll iu thus carryiug on it,e 
di8pnte, tbat before fl1ey got to 
the end of the argument, they 
!lftW the absurdity of it, Jaughe<.J, 
ki~sed, and wers friends • 

.Tn@t as l\Jrs . JVlnrgaret ha<l 
settled 1he difference betwPe11 
John and hi~ \\'ife, the childre11 
who had beeu S€nt ooi to play 
while that busine~s \,,-a~ l ' ~lll:--ac:­

hig, returued, some i11 tears, 



and others very disconsolate, for 
the Joss of a little dormouse they 
were fond of, and w liich was 
just dead. 

~I rs. Margery who bad the 
art of moraliziug and drawing 
instruction from every accident 
in Ii fe, took this oppuriu uity of 
reading them a lecture on the 
uncertaintv of life, and the ne .. 
cessity fif b~ing always prepared 
for death. 

After this she permitted the 
children to bury the little dor­
mouse, and desired one of the 
little boys to write tbe following 

Ep/taph on a Dormouse. 

] 11 p11per case, 
Hurd by this place, 
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D!3ad a poor dormouse lies; 
And soon or late, 
Sommon'd by fate, 

Each prince,each mouarcb dies. 

Ye sons of ver~e, 
\Vhile l rehearse, 

Attend instructive rhyme: 
No sins had Dor 
To answer for: 

.Jlepent of yours in time. 

friutcd byJ. &. C. :Ev111i,, LC:W.1:":·lane,Loadon • 




