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Of the Cobler’s return from Court to
his wife’ Joan, and the comical dis-
course that ]}asscd between them: ~ -

CHRISTOPHLR Crispin, for he
was so named, with whom King
Henry VIII. made himseif 50 cweed—

ing ta ml‘dz,. having been at coust,
whete he was 50 much masde of for the'

nnrth he made, goes home in tlie afs
ternoon full fre xrh ted mtu wine and wois
derful - expectations. *° His heart and



‘ d be g 1ght 5 went caperin g al ongv
kﬁ vmg lorw live old Harry Tudor, ‘with

an Luudred bOjb at his fieels; his wife

: stqndmg at the *door and seeing Him -

prance alom in such an odd manner put
o one of her crabby looks, sayiug. i

Harxy Tudor you Wl..h vencfanwv Was. .

it for this 1 dressed you up inpimlico,

‘to have you come: home like one bx ohﬂn |

out of bedlam? 7

.
e

Peace; wife, said he, I amupon my
prefcrn)ﬁnt, and shall very soon becorn"
Q- coumex, '

it \.taw}onrpratmo: quothJoan, and
gét you to bed, that you mdy get up be-
t}_rzggs_ to work in the merning, for this
course of life will never do. @ With'tese
wand the like reprimands she conquered
poor (uapan who for quietness sake

went to bed. where ywe will leave him

dn”x 1’J*um to the court tobear somet’uuw ;
of what passed there relating to this day’s
{'oxmcm ad eL*m ;

*




Of the Quecn 5 hem ing 77Z¢¢C/l wivth bt

P

Court comeswith the ]l[azdsg” IHonor

10 know the cause thereof~and of that'

proud I” relate, C ardinal W olsey, cur-

bing the ]@fz;'za for beznfr too ;’amzhar 1

w zt/z f/ze C'ob/er gl

; NO&V it is to- be noted th\dt the |

Cobler was no sooher pone,
but the King and his Nor«nw ‘began to

renew their nth bv 1“(3116({1"\1110 thc odd

fancies and p.’ltas nt pranks the. Cobler
had amused them with, = Aund a cer-

tain’ Lerd <o mntatc,d the Cobler that

it caused a uwea al lau ghter that l%t@d

for sonie Unrlf, W hh’)‘ltﬁlt“lﬂ]l%lop where-

apon the Queen with her maids of ho~

nor came o enquire the causg My

Ixegc said. ‘he Queen; 1. am glad to_
hear you and your \obleb 50 IIEETY,

and-should be olad to - be; finformed  of
the cause ? My Fady, quoth the
King, we have had the company of -ait
honest Cobler, the iike 1. pever saw at
court. ~* His dowaright simplicity hath

A



~ affor ded us all mlrth.-—-gma the Quceh
- Iwish I had been parta]\cx of this mirth.

~ Said the King, It may not be tao late
yet, for I w1ll so. contrive: it,* that you .
_shall have a sight of him very speedily
“in disguise;. by ‘tlris we shall. have a

_proof pf pleasant time. . But thon, waid

Wolsey, how do these frohco agree with
 kindly dlgaimy, what will your fiigad
and nobles say if they hear. you con-
‘verse with a_ cobler 2 W hy said
the King,” Wolsey hmc you never heard
of the mdustnous bee’s extracting ho-
_ ney from the meanest flower as well as
the richest blossom; andif so why may
‘not I experiance the fidelity of my peo-
~ple by conversing with an honest cobler,

as well as I may by the crafty policy of a

. proud Caldma —This cho(mpeax stop-

~ ped the mouth of Wolsey at.once
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‘T/ec Cobler awczéea’ z‘/zc n&m‘ morzmm 1, J
@ thunder clap from lns IVife bzct 28

restored to jaz’@r 151/ .sn.,msz one Qf /

his 5012 oS,

OU may rememder how  the old.

- cobler crept to bed, but \nas-,.:

“waked in the -morn with the thunder

clap of—Thou nagty daunken Swine

and wimsical block 1ead is this the.

course of life yoy intend | to lead 3 o

Upon which he jumped up, ran to his

stall, . and diverted hlrr‘seh* mth the
followmo song;

Tho’ nowl b.lvt W ithin my Qtall !
1 to the-court ahall hdve a ca[l,
There are my hopes depending,
1 do not value crusty Joan, -
Altho’ with tears I woo’d her,
- I have the favor’tis well known, = o
Of honest Harry' Tudor.-;i‘-s;‘- :



He g,éve me ~forts warks a y ear, .
And that’s a deal of treasure;»

Besldes all this, there is no fear, i
Of hawng courtly pleasuxe. g

I wmh old Joan she would but dxe, :
Altho with tears 1 woo’d her, -
,I’dg_o to court and live there by, :

My old friend Harry Tﬁdoi".' . e

) l\ow as the coblcr was maknm him-
self meriy with singing his new- “made

songs, Joan thus accosted hiin:

; Ygu drunken scoundrel are vou a
- Tudoring it again? I thought you. had
enough of that yesterday; 1 think you
told me he was a courtier, but I believe

him to be a carman or porter. Pray
where is the fourpence halfpenny you had -

Ol ane 2o’ 7 2

Alas said the cobler, my friend wa3

. 80 far from letting me cpond any thing,

that he has given me¢ what will be the

‘making of vo"z and: I.

Aye husband, quoth* To"m what
has “0 giveil to youw? o -

, ‘r' 1o tell vou, sweet wife, lre

'has settled forty marks a-year upow me,
and as affure mark of his seodness, he

5
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ha~ ﬂnr‘en me these mo brmm pzc
o; quld s / 3
O me ﬂuoth J mn has i rmen \/oa gl ¢
; ihxq PoGod’s essing  on- hIS Lmrt }w,
s a good telh AP e
Whe do' yma call fdl@'* P Csaicl
’ He that ‘1s my p"xlthhl" dviend s

o
e 110 l’t‘bb than our sracicas King Hentysr

and was he to know what you ha\'e scud
of him, you why happen to ddnce on
Lemp, b} which means I sl 0@11 soom

' get 11(1 ofa shrew 4 ; ' LG

O husmt.d quoth shs, p“*‘ 1o mey.

bt you love me, andﬂl willl never “eall
_“him any haines for ‘the futurk.. Be '

- sure says he, keep your p;mmse a'ad
all s}‘all be Vel s g

"o
P
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; 0] 2m, Iuno s coamter?’bmn(r a Lanner’
and (f Jis coming 1 e C*‘li!u to

561! some luu‘/: er

, E HxG F(,nrv havine promlscd the

Dvﬂrn that she should' be acco

modatcd with some ot the cobler’s fro- '

lics, at lenath hit upon project, which

. was this; he, s6nt a man and horse

dewn in, the cou ntry to buy leather, fit

for shoemaker’s use, andsend it to Lon- - -
don by thecarrier tlnt come to the Inn

]

that was opposite the cobler’s.  This be-

ing done, the King in' the habit of a
-plam Countxyman came to the Inn

with His Queen, who in the dress of’
an innocent country maid passed for Lis
kins-woman;- he passed for the Tanner

' that . was to recetve and sell leathcr,
" called out for a room and some: of tne

best " ligours the house afforded, and -
then asked the - Inn-keeper whether he'
could not help him to a chapman for
his leather; he answering.  There is a
cobler over the way that will either buy
it, or help you to a chapman,



Puthce send for him, sa?d the Iaum* '.
- Upon which the’ coh!e‘r was called, Al
~ came! «capering like a morrice dﬁ‘]CbT
saying, who wants me?

This gentleman, ‘says the hm-lxeeper

o has some leatfier, to sell. -

I Il.bu} it, said the coLlcrf it
- be formy turn. . Then. havmo‘ locked '
over it, hé asked the przce but the
King not knowing what ¢ost,. or its V-
lue offered it for 40 shllhnms; S i
Marry, quoth thee coblel o3 wish v
you came honestly by it; for tbough i
an the - bu}@] I must need telk you
that it s worth more. ) :
That is nothing at all, oald thc I\l.)@:, b
‘I am for selling off and never to deal i,
Jeather again; I am for some place “t
~court, and this maiden my kins-woman,
is also desirious of waiting on some lady.
Marry, quoth- the coble if it be so,
perhaps 1 may do you some service; io;
as simple as L sit'here thongh 1 say#t my-.
self, I am acquainted with  the Kmr 3
and as }'611 seem to have goed honest
faces by tue Inas&.= W xl! do you all the

/



service I can.~Thou, sayest fhie Ixmu* Al
and 1if you do this Kindness | do not
mind it 1 give thee the lcathc “and so
~herels to, thee ~—1 thank you said the .
cobler. -And by timé they had drank
fivelor SIX‘gIaSSﬁa ‘his heart began to be

 Hghtland he told the King be wo«ud sing
,’hm asong of his of his own mbking; at
whichwhenihe Queen heard it she laucrh-
ed hear tily, for his comical tricks pleaseu
her more than any thing she had ever
'I‘eard i all her ute.

V‘xt Ienﬁth noon apm oached, and the
, ‘.csb er was for ¢oing with thun to the
< court, but first went and dressed him-
self for he would not appear in the ¢cob-
ler's dress betore the King, for all the
i chﬂ@* in the shop. - '
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fﬂzc Ning’s inviting t/ze Cob!er mm’
his wife ¢ dinner, “and the discovrse
that pass*u’ t/zereupan

0 4/‘_ %

I I coobler bcms gorie, the Ixmrr
_asked the Qaeen how he hhed
the conversation of olas Crispin? The

Queen said right well; bes;de:,,I see
there 18 s\)methméﬂ rof a p,mcq)le inhims

. which in my opinion secss to out»%hi*lu :
his poverty; for, my Liege when you of- "
fered him- the leather At low price, i he

- knew it was worth more, and therefore

Lie was loath to meddle with it, and what’

‘{ obwrved more in him was® his light
‘heart, brisk aid airy, and he may Tor

ought I now enjoy more contentin his cot-

© tage than a courtierat h;s palace.
Not too much of tha wdld the King,
for 1 well remember that when he had me
: do‘,mm the cellar to drink a cup of his
nappy ale, ~ & eat some of his bread &
cheese all on a sudgen his old wite Joan
_ bega a4 t0 rom, about then sajd mc cob-

;ﬁ

\
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don mw fr 1end you must, be gone, for 1

14

would not thatmy wife joan should catch
you here ; & thereupon rather than he
should be ° ‘eudgelled by his wite, T got
away with all speed —My Lxe(rc sald
the Queen, you was hard put t0 it.-d

By my troth, said the, King, so I was

Then, with & smile, her Majesty said,

1 fould willingly see her.——She shall.
be sent for, said the Ixmn" ‘and there-
uporn he Lalled to know what he could

" haye for dmn@x "The Inn-keeper told
him he might hav a shoulder of mut-
ton. = That will do said the Klng and

call the cobler and his wife, for I de-

- sire they may both dine with me.

F he Inn- keepex having dehvcred his®
messasDc, Joan began to set up her rails
saying, 1 shall have you get drunk a-
gain, “that I shedl:: “Nay, sald the cob-

'Icr did you not tell me the other day

ou would never scold me’ again, . if ji

~would but keep your counsel, and do
yon begin agajn already; go put on

your red petticoat and high crowned

hat,, and T will go dress myself for I
do net know but to. take a walk to

&



~court after ‘dinner, and it will be foi"_‘.
credit to appear before the King in
“our best apparel. Now Joan, having
~a sort of fear upon her for what she
had formerly said, thought ‘it best to
~bridle: her unruly tonoue,, so made
‘herself ay fing as a mﬂk maid on a
fay-day. -

The  King . takxm the giass. drank
16 the cobler's wife who simpering like
a firmity kettle, said; I thank you, Sir,
then passing it to hcx husband, he ill-
ed up a bumper, and dlan to the
Queen, with this compliment, young



“ '.‘

;i vroman, Vou are Welcome to L(mum,
“and 1 do not guestion but to help you
to a qeruce Lhat may be to x@un heaxt Lk

7"Iow bv ibla’tune the aas had «'r‘one o

“r vmi dlmur was set be f@m thewn, and

“the cobler said grace, which was very.
shott. The King carved for the Queen
‘.,vind hlmw}t ‘and- }oan O"awe the _eobler
‘ Atne cuckold’s hit, saying, he likes it—
So Lot him bave'; 1« At whlch the King -

~and Quecn laughed very heartily. —The

: »wan et g Uut Afitle, the cobler mer- -
omilys .ua, zfﬁ,m should come to a noble-
cumuet lay about you a lit-.
'y wiil soon make you

3
4

848 r‘l{ sefate

“tle, x;,ttt:rr o1 ‘thes
~as fallas @ ben ot ne forebead, 5. % o
Dinmer veing over, the cobler dzverted
the Kino and ({uuenl with many of his éo.
mical songsand catchies; after whick they
‘thought it] proper to withdraw intoanother

“room, there to consult methods about fi- -

_nishing this cominal adventure.
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OF the Cobler being put.in fear of kis
hfe; 5ut.c‘7f’t¢9‘wdrds comes; off "zt.zi‘{h‘ .‘

Lt e e Colowma. -l kT

TOW itis to be noted, that the . i
- King had told lis Secretary ofi

State that he would send his royal signet -

to him sealed up il aletter by a sessen- .
ger, and him he should take in hold, e
order to make him give.am account how

he came by it.

_ Whereupon he writes the letter, in
whieh he. encloses  the signet ; anid .
having' directed the letter, he desired
the cobler to cairy it, who'was ready
to serve him; and Joan resolved to go
with him, and keep him from being drunk.

- They were no sooner departed, ‘but the

King called the reckoning and ‘having
paid it he and the Queen went by water.
to the palace, where they pulled off there
diseuises and came in their royal apparel,

- the King with his nobles and the Queex

with her maids of honor. ~ By this tine

[
s~ L
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 the cobler and his wife had delivered the
letter to the Secretary, who upon open-.

~ing the same seemed” to ' startle, and

- with a frowning countenance, . said here
1s she' King’s s,ign_'e{. ~ How came you

- .- Why qoth the Cobler, I received the:
letter from a Tanner, el

o Secretary replied, if you do not ga
- andfetchthe Tanner, take my word forit,
- we wHl make an example of you, -
- Why, quoth ‘Jean, you won't hang
my husband will yea? - ‘




’

by Sayi;f the Secretary, it “will- go hard

with Him if he don’t find the Tanner. g
*"Pll fetch him presently, saysshe. ~
‘ ‘But coming to the Inn, and finding
they were gone, she fell ina violent fit of
the tantarams, crying, what will become
- of my poor cobler? He will be hanged!
tie will be hanged! -7 i :
For what said the Inn-keeper. |
. But Joan. who had no patience fo '
tell her lamentation, cried out. - The
- Tanneris gone! in this condition, raving
. tike a lunitick'petson, she ran back to-
wards the palace, with a great number
of people after her, who wanted to know .
the cduse of her outery; but Joan con-
~ tinued crying, O the Tanner! the Tan-
neris gone; and my poor husband [iear .
‘will be hanged. _ VoGt o
Which words her husband happening
“to hear, just as she enteréd the door,
“he cried, dear Joan have you not braught
him with you? A
With me, quoth Joan, No, no, they
arc, gone, and you, are left to sufter.
So now had it not been better for you
to have been yuled by your wife, ard
- kept to your own work than follow



CEAN

L | s
every one that sends for’ ygh.\. L\(mr
. you see what you have bxouttht yours
self to—Nothing would serve you the
other day but a courtier such tas jour
ambltlousu fancy. © Butlet me tell you, |
- if they, should have afancy to hang you,
Cthen T may say you have made a fine
~ piece of work of it, and doubt not but -
‘it will be a fine warning to you for the.
future. * 1 can but’ think “how like a
courtier you look now, in this arying &
melancholy condltzon. S

- Now While she was consulting over
poor lespm thé King was mmnncd of
all these merry transactions -and gave
orders for Crispin to be brought bdoxc,
him, which was accordingly d()ne but
as the cabler approached the presence of
the King, his joints trembled, for he ex-
pected to find no favor, -

~When the ng saw him, with an an-

ory countenance he said, cobler, how

came you by my signet. 3

'The poor co bler, falling on his knees,
‘with wr m(*m'r na"ld‘ said, may it please
your Gmu nay it pleas your ‘honor,



I went to bn} a paxcel of ledther of b e
 TFanner that had been bronght sut of the .
< country; and then he toid the Kiung thie
 swhole of the story, concunm u!b seﬁd- i
- lng hun with the lettcr. ol
' The King rcp‘md Thists a Y)Iea”vn*
story; but 1t SEgmS you (‘dnnot heu e
Tanner; sol must leave you tothe mor-
¢y of the faw, ‘and i you are hanueu hy
‘the Luv ‘ you Inubt then RbbUleiy‘*L&xﬁ : " :
it for your pains. . ™ i
Jottn hearing the King tall of hancr- :
ing, fell on her knees, saying. good Mr
‘King, don’thang your poor (mspm I be-
seech you; bex an‘honest man, and has
" but one fault.— What is that! said &is
- Majesty.—May it pieasc your Grace, he
will not be rutcd by his wite, butisalways
willing nmnkey like, to 1un dfch wicked
men, tvat endeayv our to make him drunk. ,
That is neither 101(: SQr thevey said v e el
the King, for he must die; nevertlieless, '
as you hotve begoed that he may not be
hanged, on the veord: of the King he
‘ hailn\u, but { willallow hin the fax or
10 choose'his dccuh.
Why then sai thé cbbler, lot me dic
the death of my gra nud“lpf —[{ownas 4

[}

~



that° seid the Kmﬂ M ay it please yom'
(nace on & death bed of old age. '
. * At which the’ King, Queen, and the

nobles laughed heartlly and Crispin and -

- his wife by the King's command were
~ lockedupinaroom f01 half an hom, toat-
tend the King’s farther plcasure. ,

No sooner were they a 2 tine conﬁn— p

ed but the. poor cobler, with a trembling

‘voice, ‘said, I wonde*what sweet vnfe, v

the King mtends to.do with us now..

Says” Joan, prithee be of good cheer |

for 1 think the King and Qneen are the
“Tanner and his kinswoman. -

Adsfoot. quoth the cobler, take care

least you speak treason, and we both he
hang“d -

Fearnot, said she for althmugh they
chauged their appeuel they could not
their faces.

While they were in dispute, the King
"and Queen, drest in their foxmer dis~
guise, entering the room, with the nobles
and maids of honor, the I(m«r said, Cris-
pin silice you (,ould@ct find the Fdn'm
¥ havc br ought him g0 you.

At whichwords he felt on his knees and.
cried, o



Long live ?1'2;2'{7,3()"067'62’3‘:;& King arnd Queen,
- Who did their Royal persons so. ‘bemean,
Asin a familiar sort of joke with us,
' dnd 1 am glad toind it ts no wonrse.
Arise, honest cobler, said the King
and merry be thy heart! I have tiied .
thy patience and will prove thy friend
~and the forty marks a year that Liormerly
gave thee,. shall be made much more by
my bounty. : ey
A Ve

You shall have fifty pounds a year i land,

I hich lies on the sowth side off the Strand,

I am the Royal giver, thow the taker,

“lnd Iicill have it celled the  Cobler's Here, =

Poor Crisipin and Joan WEre SO trans-
ported with joy at this elerious. comh. - T
off, and especially at thé sood Queen's
present, which was a purse of gold and
they presented the court with a comical
tarce called the. forked friends; or the .
fidler and his wife ; with wirich they finish- -
ed the day, tothe joy and mirth of the

. belolders, '

Then being dismissed with great ap.
plause, he and Joan retired home; and
in.a very short time after he built a fine

-




zow of houses cmd .called them CoUex g
~Acre; avcordmo to the ng s i ectlon,

"Wthh name continued Jong after the Cob-
1iens, death butithas sthce b,cen oMY erted
A0t ‘magmm\ent buildfh oR i

Wi
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,Y ci‘dumérr sze the ("ob]er at (he Coun‘ k0%
" Was well Leloved and kindly entertaind, ~ |
- Where ke offered much delightfil SPOTE,
Wo lun as ever brave Har?y a"udﬁ ]iezg.n g. O
.‘« i .
The I(mg dz/ d ﬁ7st the, Cobler follow'd aﬂqr
ﬂ/w had 50 cﬂen ﬁt‘led the Court with laughter,

b ]
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