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Of the CobJ~r~s-,rcturnfrom Courlio .~- i' 
his rvife Joan, and' the comical ¢.is-:_ 
course that passed befrveen ~hern, · ·., 

I 

., 

Cl{RISTOPHER Cri$pin, for he· 
,~·as so named, \vi,th .\vhon, l{in{:; 

-11enry ,r11r. made himself so e)t:ceed
ing fa.miEa.r, 1 ha\-ing been at court, 

. • <... 

, 

\'vhere he ·was so 1nuch 1na..:t-e of for the' 
u1irth he 1nad.e, goe3 home in the af .. 
ten100!·1 full freighted ,vitl~ wine anq wo!1 
derful. expectation.:. · }Ii;;, het\rt . and 

I 

I 
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'{ ' -
he.9-d: .bein£1ight. , .hC'vV€·l.lt caperi1~g along 

' ~ c-rying _l~mg gve old 1-Iarry 'fud o1", vdth 
an hun~red, boys ' af hi's )1ccl~; his '-\,_ife 

, standing . at_ the' -door and seein~ hi1n 
' ' prance along i,n such an odd. 1nann(ff pnt 
.• ,, .. -.. on ~ne,,of_h~r cral>by looks, _say1'l19. i]l 

, l-Iarry fu<lor-you ,-wuh a, vengance, ;,vc1s 
~t for thjs l .d~essed yqu up in p1'mlic0, 

. ' . ' 

· to have you c0r.rie bo1i1e .like one bro1'..:en 
·. -0ut of Bedlam_? · 

, Peace; \,-ifc, said he, I am upon my 
pr€ferment,. -and shall very soor)' become 

' -.a courtier. · · 

- C~ase·yo11r prating: · qu_oth Joan, and 
.. get you to l:,ed, that .you mrf.y get up be

ti!lies· to ' ·~,ork jn the m,:irniug, for· this 
· conrse of life w.ill never d0'. '\-Vitb ti;cse 
, and the Jtke reprima.nt-l:; she / conquered 

· poor Crispa!1, ;,vl10 fo.r quietnef-:s sake 
went to· beet where ;\H' wjll leave bjm 

: ~nv-1 ret~1'.n to the court to bear somethiug 
~f. w.hatpas';~d tlJerc rclatin6 te tl1is <iay's 

-_' ~qn1ical..advegture. ·> • . 
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Q_f llze Queen' t 'heari}1g ?7U~Ch nzirt/t tit 
Cour-t c'01?tes roitli the Jlfazdlqf llr-mor 
to knor,v the Cal){,se Hie1~etf-i....aiz-d d' t./wt' 
J;rottd_I'relate; -Ca1~d inatf17ofscy,, Cll'l'"-
hing tlie J(ing. for .bei7?g,- to~ jcnnitiqr . 
zh-th the Cobler. ' ·. · · - '· .t · .: 

, ; • ~ r..\ Q ~, ,.. • I • '-,-;• 
•- 't I r .,../ .-, J ~ . 

.,, - I '• • I""- ' " ''I_ / 

N. J OW it is to be :mlied, tilJl.: the · ··. 
. Cobie.r ~,·as no ,s.ooner gope, , _·,, ·. 
but the I~i1:g. a11d b~s . N 0k,l.~.s . be~gan· t~.: ·,· 

1 renew thell' 111irth., bv rehearsing the 0(1rt , • J \.J 

fanci"s an<l pleas-ant pianks .tbe,.Coble1.:_· · 
had a1nu~ecl 'thein '",. ith. . Ancl ~- -cer. < .. 

· tain · Le-rd so imitate;cl the Cobler that 
it cauped .. a gen~·a_l laughter·. tliat last&d'" :, . 
for ?0111 C ti41e ·withontintern1iss1on 1"d1ere- ' 
upon the Queen ~,ith her 111ai"d.s ·of. ho· '· 
nor c;ame to enquire 'the· caus_e. l\'If 
Liege, saiGl . foe Queen, I aff~ : gl.1d to, 
heap, you and :your .: 1 ohle.s s9 IllGlT\' , ~ ,· 
andrs.hou]cl be glnd t· . be.-~ 1nform~d of 
tbe cau~e '? 1\Iy · J.,ady, quoth the · 
IGng, ,, e have hdd the .cotnpany of ·an 
honesc '(;obler, the 1ike I . ne~-er saw at 
court. · 1:lis dow11right sin1plicity hath 

., 

, 
,; 
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afford~d us aH rr11rtli .. -Said'the Queen, 
I wish I h'a,d be·en partaker of this mirth. 
Said t)1.e ·King, It may not .be too late 
yet, Jor I · will so co~1trive · it, · that yoa . 
shall have a si~ht of him ver-y sp~edily 

· ··in disg11is~; by tlris ,, '\"Ve , shall ha~'e a 
proof pf pleasarit ti1ne.. But then, :,aid •. "r olsey, ~w do these frolics agree -i.vith 

, 1':indly ~igifruy; what ,\·ill your friend 
and nobles say if they hear you con-

. verse with a coble1' ?. vv hy said 
the , J{ing, · \V olsey have you nevtr heard 
of the indvstrious bee's_ cxt~acJjng ho~ 
ney from, tl\e rneanest flower as well as 
the richest blossom; a-nd if so why may 
not I experiance the fidelity of my 15eo
ple by ·conversing with an honest coLler, 

· as well as I may by the crafty policy of a 
·. ·· ·proud Ca1:dinal.:_This choakpear stop

ped the mouth of ~ 7 olsey at once. 

- I 
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'The Cobler· atvake.d the nf.,Vt nwrn:ing_ by+ ·: .. · 
a thunder dapji>o-ni l;is fVj.fe? , hz:tt M ",} ' ' 
restored to f a1xir PlJ li7..rging one if" , . '" 
J2is Songs. ·" · ' i • ,_. 

• • I I y· \ I 

yous may ._ f~l;JJe~d~r ',~0\V I _tll~:~ld i '.: 
. . cobler crept to bed, but_ v.~as.·. 

waked in the . 1norn. \\ ith the thunde~ 
' cl~p of-Tp.ou 'nif,ty .. d~runke~: --s,wihe 
and ,,1imsi-cal blod~hea.d, i's ' this the,,. 
course of 'life · yo~ intend · to .lead ~......;~ 
Upon which he jumped · up, ran t() hi~ . 

. stall, . and diverted himselr , vvitli ' the . 
. follolving sb'l1g,;. .,, 

.. -

., 
' 

Tho' now 1 sit within my stall ', 
Old shofs and ·s!ipl1ers liI).endi~1g9 , • ,, \. 

1 
. 

J to the·court $hall have a call, . , ., ' . ' 
Thefe u.r2 my hopes dependill'g. _ 

I ... # ,, 

I do not vahfe crusty Joan, 
Altho' with teal's I woo'd her, 

I have the favor''tis well knO'\·X.Q, 
Of ·honest Har_ry' Tudor., . 

/ ' 

/, 

. ' 
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' - . : He giive.nielo,rty rna~·ks a year~ , 
. _ .... , And that's· a deal ot treas.ure',• 

·' · 
Eesid~s ail this, · tliei;e is no fear,. 

. I • 

. ·Of ha,jng cou.rtly ~[eabUre~ / 

· · · ~- l ~-i~b 'old Joan she, would hµt die11 
' . 

" :. ·· AJtho' W\th tears I woo'd h~r. 

t · : ,,; ,I'd g~ to court a·nd live there by, 

.---

t 

My old friend Harry Tudor. . .. . , 
f , 

. Now, . as the cobler ~as. making l1im
; ,se-lf men'y ~v.ith _ s'fn_ging -his ne\v~ma<le 

song$, Joan thus accosted him: 
You drunken f;,Coundrel are ·yon a 

Tudoring it again? I thought you. had 
enough of -that yesterday _; I think you 
told me he was a coun.1er, but l believe 

'him to be a carinan or porter. 1)ray 
where is t}1e fourpence halfpenny you had . 
of -n1e ·? ' · ' 

Alas said the coblei', rny friend 'Nas 
, -..;o far from 1et!ing me spend any thi~1g, 

that. he has given rile ·what, .w1ll be the 
· 111akii!Z of yon and I . 

.l\.y~, . lrndmnd, qu_oth Joan, ,v11nt 
has It€ gi.n;ll to you?-

·\r hy, lo tell voi:.,, sweet ,rife, he 
· has settled forty n1a1:ks 8.-yc·t1r np·oa i11 e, 
and as aYfure n.1_ark of bis g,;·od1Y'ss, ho 

, - . 

/ .. 
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. has. given. n1e· tfo.GS~ -~;.VO b'ro,~1:d piece~ , 
. . l l--

o± g~J~a-; - ,,, 
0 n1e quott1 _J eai1 Eafl1e gj ven ,Y6U ~ 11 

this ? God's . blessino· on -his heart, }ie . -:, . 

is a good t~lk>w. ": · ;I.' • • -~. • •• , ., • • • • 

\Vh@ do 'y-ou ca11 frJkiw.? · SaicL 
he~ · He· that is- ill)' ,partic.nfr.r~ fri0n~ i£ 
rro less tbun 0~1-r gticiods ·, I{.-i11g . l-~enry; · , .J 

\u1d wa.:s he to . know~ _,wha_t );Qu . hav~ said , ., , 

of him, you n.1::i.y lH't°ppen to (hi?ce on .J : 

l&rpp, -py wl1ich 111eans . I sho½1ld soon . , · 
get rid of a ,shrew: . I. ,,' ~ ~,\" ' 

·~ 0 huso.aQ.d, qu.oth ~ she, pa:t(k\;J me'1-
,1f you love· me, - ai1d' l. \,·ill never caH 

· . -hiin any i1a111es for the future. J3s ' t ,_. 
·sure says he/ keep -yqul' pro1n1.Se, aY-ld · Y; ,_ . 

.-
all shall be well. 

.. ' 

,, 

/ 
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. ~ : Of t!Le J(ing:'~ countez·:fci{ing rt Tanner _ 
" - ' and uf ·h-is coming to tne Cv_b!er to 

.-_, 11

· . · ,;sell' some leather. 

! ; KING ifo'!ry having_ promi~ed tbe 
, · (:?_ue,eJ;1 that she slwu 1d ) be acco 

rnodated v;ith··somy of tb<;:'. cobler's fa~o-
~ic;;', at length hit upon µr0:1ect, vi';hich 
was ·this; he sent a man and horse. 
d@\Yn in the coimtry to buy leather, fit 
:for shoetnak~r's u.-,e, and send it to Lon--

~- 50n .by the-carr_-ier tl~at com~ to t~~. in~1 
· · tt1at~vas oppos1te the cobler s. 1 !'11s bc

ii1g done/ the King. in the habit of a. 
-plain countryman, · came to· . tli.e Inn 
with Hi's Queen, who in the dress,· of 
an .fnnocent country maid passed for bi$ 
kins-woman; he passed for the- Tanner 

)
-that was . to receive ang sell leather, 
called out for a room and some. of the 

( best · lii1ours the house afiorae9, and. > · 
K (. th~n a~ked the !tin-keeper whether he _ 
; -could not help him ' to a diapman for 

his leather; he answering. There is a 
c:obler over the wny ~hat _will either buy 
it, or help you to_ a rhapman .. 

I 
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· - P~·ithee se~1d for hi111:, sa1d ·t11e ·· Ki1}g~. 
I • 

· U·pon whi.ch the' ~ohle:1! was ·call.eel, ~/ct _,,, 
- , cai'rie· .c:aperiog like; a ·l'u1pr.ricte dai1cei:, 

saying,. ,:rho ''\ants n1e? ··, · 
. This gentlernan, ·s_ays the Ii~n-kEeper, 
has some leat,nec to sell.. · , i - -~ • • 

I ,~,3l~_-lmy it, st_ id th~- coble1i-, if it _ .. , 
' be for my _t\1rn,. , Then having lo9kecl ,. " · 

ove:r it, he .asked . the pd_ce:; ' bu,t.;· tl!,e · , ,I' 

l{ing 11.ot ~n~wing w-ba~ c6st, · or· i:ts ._ :ni.: Jt:, 
lue offered ii;_ for 4(} shillings~ ', O I • . • ,:--. 

l\Iarry,. quoth, thee cobl~r,. I wtsh ·· 1 1 

yon cari1e hq-ne~tly' hJ it; for though J ,' 1 , 

an1 _ th_e -bL:y"er, 1 ntust beec~ te11
1
: Y?,u .. ' _ · 

thu:t tt is w_orth more. · ~ 
That is nothing at aU, said the King:) ·. 

I ain 'for selling, o'}r _ancl. ~1ever to :d~al i"'h . .. 
JeatJ1er again; 1 arn fo1: some place at_: 

· court, cl,nd this maide!1- in y kins- ~vprr::.an, 
1S also desiTiOUS of ~·aiting Q11 some lady. 
lVf arry, l1UOtb the' eobler, if it b~ so, -
perhaps I may d<) you some service; for 
,as si1np1e as l sit" he.re though l say it niy--
sel f, I ain acqnafoted with the N;ir1g; _-; ' 
and . as you ·seen1 to _ 11a·ve good hon~st 
faces by the n1ass I ,rill do . you all tl1c .. 

f,,· 

I • 

' . 
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' 
s·ervice I ca:11 ......... J'ho1:1~ sasest .the King,. ,, , 
and· if you do this Jandness - i do not. 
1'l1iiitl if r --g:ife thee the leather; and so 
,· u . ~ 

lJe1:_e is to 
1
tt1ee.---I .. 'thar1k yo\1 .. said _the 

eqblBr. . -And by tune they na:d dranK 
:five •or six:_glasses liis heart began to be 
'light-'and· he told the_ Kirig he n,ould sing 

~ .him· a song .of _his of hi;; ov;·n making; a~ 
-· .which ,vhen the Queen h£ard it she laugh

ed beartilJ~ tor his comiC'al tricks pleased 
her n1ore than aoy thir1g she had ever 
hearU in aH her lite.. ~. 

• ,I: 
• ~'t\:t Iengt~ noon appi-oact1e_d, and the 

' c0bler was for hQing w1th the1n tb the 

\ . 

-

. L. C 

court, but frrst went an<l dressed f1im .. 
self for he \\'Ould ,1ot avpear in the COtJ• 
ler-;s dress before the l{ing, for all tbe 

· shoes in t·he sh0_p. 
,. . , 

_, 

'. 
'' I I 

' 
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of th~ King~s i_n.viting the . Cobler pnd 
.his zeife to diJzner, and. {he di§cotirsrc~ 

t'Jwt pass~:d tlie1J;uJHJn,. 
I ' ''t'{: ,. ... . , ., 

I 

~ . 

- 4' rrfiE'. · coble~ being g~Jie., tlnL J\h1g '· . \_. 
· asked the Q:1een ·ho~· .she liked 

+he ron:versation of ols~ ·Crispin? . 'fhe-. '~ 
(~ueen said "right v.:el1; besides, · J s,;e ,. 

, ... here 1~ sJrnething of a principl~ in. hi-r:n., ,, 
~1rhi.ch in my o-pinion seems~ to --Oltt-shine ·. 
his poverty; fo1_·, my Liege when_you of-'. ·. 

.... ±~red hinrthc leather at 16w price; he ·· 
- "Rf1ew it was worth 111ore, and therefor~ 

:l,1e wa.s loath to 1neddle w1tb it, "'and vrhaf' 
I OG-'•..Tvcd more in hin1 was . his" light 
heart, brisk and airy, amt he 111ay" for 
ought I nov,· e1\joy more contentin_his cot- · · 
tag.e than 'a ·courtier at l:iis-palace. . , 't 

N ot too much of tha'ti s~id the King, 
fo i· I well n~mcmber that \rhen he had me 

- dowri in the cellar to drink a cup of his 
n~ppy' ale, · &-· eat some of his br_ead & 
chce..:e all on a sud1ien his old wifo Joan: 

\ 

began to r<:'4\ about, ·' then said the cob-
., 

I 
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r-· r_" .· .. let, . Jn1y .fri~nd ,yotr mnst. oe· gone, for I 
~ ' · ":9illd nof tha\rqy wife joan should catch 

you here ; & thereupon rather ' than he 
should . ~e : cudgel12cl by his v;iite, J got 

., , ., away with' all spJ;~d:-, l\f y Li_egc said 
the~ Queen,· you was hard put to jt,--
By my troth; $aid tbe .K.ing, so I was. 
,Then., :with a s111ile, her lVlajesty ,said, 
I ,vould willingly see her.---Shc s,hall. 
be:"sent for, said-the ·J{i-ng · and there-

·,: . upon he c;alled 'to know 'what he coulct 
• , • 

1 hayc for pinner? · Th£ Inn-keeper told 
· ,,. · -him. he 1n'ight have a shoulder of mut-

·' · · ton.1 · Tfaat ·will do said th~ King, and. 
call the cobler and his wife, for I <lc
sire they may both di~e with me . 

' l 
' 

.; I ' The Inn-keeper ha~-in_g: delivered his 
m·essage;· Joan began to set up her rails 
saying, I shall hav.e you get drunk a

~, gain, that l shull. · Nay, sai~l the cob-,, 
' · lcr, did _ yo"...1 not tel} me the ot~er day 

you . ,vould never scold me again, ~f l 
r. would but keep y6ur counsel~ and do 

you .. begin. agaio a1ready; , go put on 
yot.ir · reel petticoat and high crovvned 
hat, , and -I will go dress 1nyseif for I 
·<lo not ~now but_ to . take a walk to . 

.... h 

. .,, 

u 
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,,tou1t ·after ·dir:mer, , ·:and :-it wi'Il b~ fc* ·,: 1 

· credit: t,b appear befo'r~ the · King in ' ' 
our best ~ppareL N.ow Joan, having 
a. sort of fear upon her foe. ,vb.at 'she / 
}1ad formerly .said, tho,ugpt 'it . best,, t?- ~ , . 
bridle ·. he,r ~m.rtily 'tongue; so rq;ade . . '. _' 
herself a~ fine as a: 1nilk .- maid 'on· a ' _. 
1\!ay-day. · 

,· 
. I' 

~ . 

. · Th~ I(ing . taking the -glass. drank 
, to tht ~obler ·s wifo w·ho sirnpering like 

a firmity kettw,, said, .I thank you, Sir, 
then passing it to her husband, he tiill
,ed up - a bumper; and · di:a11k to the 
Queen, with this eo1·npl~went, young 

l l 

- ~-
( 

" ' 
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t,'OtTian, : you. are welcome to . London, 
atl:(l} do not 4uest1dn but to l1elp, you 
to a service t.1-ra.t may be to your heart\:, 

~' -. ' - . -
C(l)U' fent. . ~ ' ' . . . I -

ii. ' ~ ,. . I \. 

- Now_ by thi~vtime the glass liad ~one , 
.·ound, -dinner -was sei before the1n, · arnl 

· thB cobler said grace, which ·was. very 
sbort. · The IGng carved for the Q.uceu 

.and ,hims,e1f, .and-Joan gave the .coblcr· 
.fhe · cucko;,c~~s :bit, savin~," he likes it,--..: 
So !~· t itfrn have ·it: WAt'~vhich the Ying 
anct~},t~e-GJl laugher very heartily.-T11h 

- Q6t~:n t_atLg but)Itt1e,. the cobler mer-· 
J;iiy '.St.11d 1 if ') - 'l shoi1ld come to a noble• 

,. ' • - • ? ~ 1 b 1· 
IT .. i:lit 8·.t..J.01C> yc,1.1 mu~_t ray a out yuu a 1t-, 
tl e., L(;ttcr;: or t}:i(~:, _,. i'. l soon make you 

. £, ,. {, hp· ·- ,_,., f' . h 'd as m as. ti. ... , _,D .L .i.c 01 e ea . 
' l)inu_er 0cit1g 0 1cr,.Jhe cobler diverted 

the I{ing -and {--1:ueen v: ith many oJ his co,. 
mica1 r-0ng:,.-an<l ~atcl}es; after whicr.. they 
th,oug,htit proper to ,-vithc.i raw into another 

- · room, thei·e to cons.ult methods about fi~ 
nishing ·this cominal adventure. 

-- . 

" 
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Of 
1
~he (!ohler beiil~· put in j~ar cf_ !!i-~ . 

lge; but a]ter·r.e,,arrJs C017Jf.S, oft "ll'2~h
1

. , • 

-,_ · · ' ·. fi:yirig colour.s: · , . 
• &l '\ • ..'f ,• • ' '-\ '¾ 

I • 

. 

No \V. i.t is to· be 3:-Qt~a, th?J~- the. ;.. .: _c 

, . Kmg had told his Secretary of . : . 

State that he 1-vould send ];}is roya~ s1g.n~t 

.. to _him sea.led-up it{ a letter by a.messen

ger; and him h~ sho~ld take· in.hold, i1 : 
order to- make hun t.nve. al1 account ·how', 

. 0 

he came by it. ' · ' -

vVhereupon he·. writes tl)e letter, in - , t ,.. 

which he. enclos~s the siinet i and . 

having dii'ected the , letter, he des-ire(} 

the cobler to carry it, ,vho was re~{i_1y 

to serve hia1 ;. and J oa.n _resolv~d .t? go 

with him; and½ecp him fron1 being_dr~nk.· . i,, 

- They ·were np sooner departed) ·but th~ 

IGng ·called the reckoning and · having 

paid it he and the Queeq ,,rent by ,~~ater 

to the pah1~e, where they p-t1llecl orr' there 

disgujses and came-in their royal apµar~i~ 

the I{ing with his nobles and the Q·wen_ 

~ ith her uiaids of h?nor. n\- this tin1e 
,, ! 
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the cobler and his wife had deBvere<l- the 
letter to the ,Secreta1·y, w,ho upon op~n~ 

: · ii1g the same seem,ed· td' start~.e, ancJ 
with ,a frowning countenance, . said here 
i's ibe King'~ signet . .. . H_ow came you_ 

'• by tj ~: ' ', / • ' I ' • 

, '\Vhy- qoth-the.,·Cobler, · I rBceived the 
lette(from a Tanner. , 

- -_ The Secreta:ry'replied,_ if you do not go 
· andfetch the Taun~r, take mywordfo/fr, 

' - : we '\<rJ:11 n1ake an. examp>le ,of vou. ,. , , ... I '-.. .... ' . v .. 

,. ' 

\ , 

/ 

•' ' 

·· Why, quoth Joan, you won't aang 
~y husband ,w'il1 you? -

. ' , 

,, 

, 

"' · ' . 

' ,, 

.. 

,,, 

,, 
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I Say1t .. the 'Secretary, it r will· go hard 

with liid1 if he don't find the Tatmer . 
. . '.I'il fetch hi1n -presently, says she:. -. 

But con1i11g to the Jnn, and fiudin~ 

they were gone, she.fell in a v:iolent fit o~ 

the tant~rum~,, cryigg, what will become 

· of 1ny poor cobier? I-le wilt be hanged! 

he will be ,hanged ! 
For what s.aid the Inn-keeper. 

But .Joati wlio had no __ patience to I 

,tell her lamentation, cried out. 'I'he 

Tanner-is gone~ i1Ythis condition, ravi1;g· 
ike a lunit\ck'per.son, she ran b;:tck to-

1.vards the .palace.; wi
1
th. a gn~at nurnlJer 

of people after her,. who ~¥anted to !n'.10,y 

the cause of her outcry; but J oar) con

tinued crying, 0 the Ta_nner! the Tan

ner is gone;- and my poor husbUind I. fear . 

· \vill be hanged. · -· 

vVhich words her husband happening 

to hear, just as she ente~u the door, 

he cried, dear Joan have you not ·brought 

hi1n with you? 
vVith me, qt1oth Joan, No; no; they 

arc ~one, a-nd you are left to suffer. 

So now had it not been better for you 

to have been Tuled by .your wife, a .d 

kept to your own work than follow 

.! 

' '\. 

,, 



~· 
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• , .r. ·.ye1, . .., 
. . ,every one- tl'1at sen~s for you: · J ow 
: ",, yoka see w htit ·you Lave brol.lght your-
, s·elf td ·- N othi1{g ,¥ould serve ycu. the 

·other day but ?, cot1rtier such was }'(}Ul~ 

a~nbitiovs~ fancy. / \But'let me tell )OU, 
if they s11ould have a fancy to hang you, 
then ! np .. y· say y0u have 1nade a f-in~ 
piece of work of it, ·and doubt ·not but 
'it will be a fine warning to you for the 
future. I can · but* think · how lH·e a 
courtier you look now; in this crying & 

· inelancholy condition. 
-- .: 1;1ow ··lhile sJie was const{ltfog over 

pooi: Crispin, th6 King was inforrr1e~ of 
all these inerry . transactions . and -gave 
o:roers for · Crispin to be bro'u crht Lefore . b 
him, which was accordiHgly doEE; but 
.as the·cob1~r ap,proac.hed the presence of 
the Ki_ng, his joints trembled, for he ex-

. pected to f nd no fa.vor. . 
,vhen the I{ing saw him, with .an an

_gry countenance he said, cooler, how 
::ame you by my signet. 

The poor cobler, falling on his knees, 
with '-'fflt\.,;n~ hanc~s. s_a.id, , may it plCii"C 

your Gr9-c~, m·ay 1t please sour honor, 

. ' 
-. 

I 

I 
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.I w~nt to bny a .parcel_ of leather of a 
'".fan11er that t1ad been brD:J~tht ,,,ut of tl-:te 
countrv; an<l then- he h>ld the Kiri,g -ti,e 

.., '·· . ./ 

·, hole of -the story, concenlh;g Lis senc -
ing_bim with tile letter._ . -

T hs 1Gn6 ~epiicd, ' Thi~ f~ a )l.ea~'rnt 
story; but it secims you canr!bt she,,:. the __ 
Tanner; ,'OJ n:mst leave yuu to thP. f·j - r

_cy of the law, 'twd_1f you are ~a~1geu by 
tb~ law, you n:rnst then a,::;_;;urectlJ .take 
it;fur your pums . . - ·. . -.; 

Joan hcarinJ the J(ing taU~ of · hang
ing, felt ou her -knees, saying. good ~lr. 
J(iug, don'tfiangyour_poor C'-r~spin, I be
seech you; .be i:- a honest man, anrl has 
hut one fault.-· What is that! 5o.id flis 
.!\Iajesty.-:\Iay it-please-your Grace, he 

· will not be ni•ul by hjs wifo, buti ahvays , 
willing 11t0nkey-1ikr, to run ·after \ricked 
men, tb..atcndea\·onrton1akebim cirunk. 

Tht t is neither here nor th~·e, said · 
the King, .for he must die; nevertllelt\Ss, 
as vou have be2:o-ed that he n11:1v not be ~ 

\. LI, ' ._ 

liangcd, on t-he worJ- oi the 1 · i1,g he · 
shall not, hut t will -allo'I-,. him the fanw 
to ciluo>c his d~a1h .. 

\tV hy then ~ iJ tlle cobl i.;r, r ,t iYlC dn"'. 
'the death of my gni·iufother.-1.fow \H~: 

,. 

• 

. 
, ·, 
- ' 

/ 

t • 
I 

. ,. 
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!- ; -. !hat~ .said ,the}{ing:-1vfayit pleas5your 
'· . , , Qr~ce 01~~& c!e~t9 b~d of o~d age. · 

, . · At ·which the I~mg, Queen, and the 
,, --, nobk:s laughed l)eart'ily. iand Crispin and 

his wife' by tne Kjng's command were 
locked up in ar,oo~ fo1~ half au hour, to.at· 
teod tbe K)ng" s. farther ple.asure. ·,' 
j N. 0 sooner were they a ~ time confin
ed, but the P<?'or cobler,. Virith a trembling 

:vpice, saiLt, I "".onder what ~weet' wife, 
the I{ing mtends ,to;qo with us _now. 

Says J9an, · prithe~ ·be of gu9d cheer 
f9r -I think the l{ing an_d Qqeen are the 

· - _,) ~Ta1i'ner- and his kinswon1an. - _ 
Adsfoot. quoth the cobler, take care 

l~ast ,you speak treason, ai1~ we both he 
hanged. . _ · _ 

I • Fear not, said sh~ for altb@ugh they 
·4' chaugea their apparel, they could not 

_. 

their faces.' 
.\-Vhile the:x_ were in dispute, . the King 

· 'an:d: Qpeen, drest in their former dis~ 
guise, entering the roo1n, '":ith the nohles 
and mn.ids of lionor,, tbe King suid,. ( 'ris
pin since y0u coul . ot find the Tarn1cr> 
1 have ·brougbt him. 10 y0u. 
At which w-ords he tel1 on his knees and 

/ ', 

I• 
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Long !foe my Sovereign King a:1.d ·Queen, _ 
JV/w did tkeir Roya( parsons so bemean, 
As in a f an~iliar sort qj'jolce wi(h us, 
_And 1 am glad to J'1'f!d it is no worse. 

,,. 

" . ' ~ 

Arise, honest eobie1~, sa~id the IGng 
and 1nerry be thy h~~rt ! I have tried _ , 
thy patience and will prove thy friend 
and the fo1~ty n1drks a year that I.formerly 
gave thee,. sh~ll be _made n1uch m·ore by . 
n1y qounty. ~ 

You shalt liai•e .fifty pounds a year 1.n land, 
lV!ijr.h. ties on the south, side qf' (he Strrmd, 
1 am t~w l?oyal girer, tlion tlu: taker, 
:Ltd I will hate it called the Cobler's Acreo 

~ 

Poor Crisjpin and /oan were so trans
portc~d with joy at this glorious coming . 
off, and especiaH:1 at the good Queen's 
prese11t, which ,~·as a purse, of gold and · ~ 
tncy_ presented the court \vith a ~omical 
tarce called the forked friends; or the
:fidler· and his ·wife; v1·ith which thev firijsh-
cd the day, to the joy and mirth of the 
be \ioldcrs. 

Then being dismis -·ed with great ap~ 
p1ause, he and Joan retired home; and 
·n a very short t ime after he buiit a :fiae 

·. 

4 • 

: 

' 

I 
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rovf of houses an'd .c~He<l them Cohle/s 
. 1\cr.e, according t'o the, ~it1g"_s-dire~tion; 

{,\,\,'J)1i.ch_, riarne· co,ntir:iued long,a~er th~ cob
', lei's deat11· hut-it has-sih.ce b.cen-~onvcrted 

)_. int@> ntagnificent lmil~gs. 

- ' I . / 
I• 

. ,< 'i·, -., Ye~duri11g Ziff .th,e Cobler at the C,onrt, 
. ~ : · '](Vas ·wel:l beio-ved .andkitrul1y entertain'd, 

/ r~ , 1-rhere _h.e ojf'ereri r rntt_ch deli[.hqid sport, '. 
~' " '~ -So lung" as e·Qer brave Har'l''JJ 'Jud,,,; R.eign'tl. 

. ....... ...· . 

', 

'\ 

'\ V I 

'. I' • 

.. 

r 

The ldng dy'd first the Cobler Jollou1'd after 
1Flw' had so q/'ten .filled the Court u~th lCJittght.er. 
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l'tiu{ecland So1d by T. Ev"ar1s, 79, Long-Lane 

- · Y.l est t,mithfidtl, 
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