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'l.'IIE happy consequences nl1ilh 

Lwe arisen from the care of pious Pareuts, 

and the kind eff'o-rts of Sunday - school 

Teacben, in the conversion of many of their 

young charge, afford tbe greatest encou­

ragement to " train up cLild:·eu in the way 

they should go." Many of those tr:ndcr 

lambs have been early tal·en to the bosom 

of their clear Shepherd; and their happy ex­

perience in a stale of affliccion, aud peace­

f l departure to a better world, LavP al.Jun­

dantly exemplified the power of real reli­

gion. Occasionall) to record inc~ances of 

this kind, aud to furnish oilier smnll pieces , 

calculated to please and profit youthful rea­

der., is the object of tliis little" ork ; and 

to them 1t is affectionately inscrihe<l . It is 

intended the work should be continued in 

bools of this size; and though they will be 

r1un1bcre.cl in succession, each will be com­

plrtc iu itself. 



THE HAPPY 

COTTAGE-CI-IILDREN. 

IN a little cottage in the 
county of Lancaster lived two boys 
and two girls; the eldest not quite 
eighL, and the youngest but little 
more than four vears of age . They 
had such kind parerns, such a good 
teacher at their school: and they 
made such improvement bv these 
means, that we call t hem the happy 
Cottage-Children . and we earnestly 
wifh that the dear iittle On t' ~ who 
may read t his account, may be like 
them, that they may be happy also., 

A~ 
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These children were very dutiful 

to their parents. Nothing gave them 

so much pleasure as doing those 

things which pleased their parents. 

Sometimes, when their mother h,d 

been poorly, they behaved so kind· 

ly, that {he has said. it has quite 

<lone her good, and almost made her 

w ell . A great deal of pains was 

taken with them it is true, to fhow 

them how much they ought to love 

and obey their mother, and they 

were all very sensible that these two 

things are closely connected. The 

youngest ( a boy) often said of his 

own accord, " My dear mother, I 

do love you and will obey you." 

When their father had been from 

home at any time, on his return he 

always asked, " Have you obeyed 

your mother while I have been a• 

way?" This practice caused the 

duty of obedience to be deeply im .. 
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pressed on their minds; and if ·he 
found th~re had been any thing in 
their behavio.Lir like disobedience to 
their mother, he talked to them 
about it till tears of sorrow flow·ed 
from their eyes. Sometimes, on 
these occasions, they asked their 
mother to forgive them; and at other 
rimes, they prayed to God to :par­
don their sin: and always promised 
to do so no more. One of them, 
when his mother had been serious-
1 y talking to him of the evil of sin, 
turned away from her, and with 
much concern fell upon his knees 
to pray, and said to her "'hen he 
arose, '' I have told God, that if he 
will spare me a little longer I will 
be a better boy.'' 

The_y loved to sing and pray. In 
the first of the ,. e pleasing exercises 
they frequentl y united together; and 
in the lat ter, they not only joined, 
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but did it where none but the eye 

of God could see 1 hem ; and they 

knew very well that He al ways saw 

them . OnG d ,.ty two of thr>m retired 

into the same room to pray: and it 

appeared, on inquiry aften,vard: that 

one of them chose 1 he darkest cor­

ner in it, thinking it \·vas most pro­

per, because it was most private. 

The other prayed near to a wind ow, 

which f11 e set open, because fhe had 

heard that Daniel did so. They 

had been ofren much ~truck w ith 

the history ot thal eminent saint, 

and freq uent ly requested thei r pa­

rents to read it at familv worfh 1p. 
If their father sat a little longer than 

usual after dinner, one of t,hem was 

almost :. ure to remind him that 

thanks had not been returned . At 

o ne time one of them said, "Father, 

I wi!h you would pray a long 

prayer, God is so good to us;" and 
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at another time, another of them 
observc<L " I think we {hou]d. pray 
two prayers, when we have meat 
and pudding too. 

Tl1 e,11 t ool( I ·l•:1,ltt ;,1 , ,-i 'n,.r to tl.e 
house o/ Ovd. . ometimes they were 
overheard talking together of what 
they had hear<l and seen. This ,vas 
particularly che case when the l od's 
Supper hacl been administered . They 
were often much surprited chat so 
fe"v came to the "bread and lf'i11e·' as 
they expressed it, because they knew 
that .l esus Christ commanded all 
who love him to do ii T\\ o of 
them have often id ,: "' e wi{h 
we loved God, that we mi ght come 
to the bread and wine." To now 
whether they loved God, freq uent! y 
gave them much concern: and their 
father was at time. much at a loss 
how to talk with them in a suitable 
manner on this interesting subjec t, 
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The eldest after fuch tonverfations, 
fometirhes faid, " I think I do love 
God; but I am not sure whether I 
do or not." On the Lord's day 
their conduct v.tas such as would 
put fame grown people to the blu:fh. 
To play on that day was truly 
!hocking to them. . If any one of 
them was too triflmg, one of the 
others was almost sure to ask," Have 
youforgottenwhatdayitis?" "Tlie 
Lord's Day" was a sacred sound to 
them.-We think that the children 
who read this account, would have 
been pleafed to have heard them talk 
about the dear faviour of sinners. 
His love and fufferings afl:oni:fhed 
and affected them ve1y much; so 
much, that when one of the sifters 
was reading of what J efus had fuf­
fcred, her little brother flopped both 
his ears, signifying by that expres­
St ve action, that he was so much af-
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fected he could not bear to hear any 
more. 

But we will only further add, that; 
They delighted to tal,1, about liea1H:n. 
This was particularly the case after 
God had tal en a little brother to 
that happy world. The feeling 
manner in which they spake of their 
brother after his depa1:ture, at times, 
almoft overwhelmed their parents. 
-We sincerely wiili that all the 
dear little ones who read this iliort 
hifloryof the happy cottage-children, 
may imitate their conduct-be duti­
ful to their parents-love the houfe 
of God-keep the sabbath-day holy 
-delight to hear of the love of their 
Saviour, and talk of heaven; and 
then when they die they will go to 
that Saviour whom they lov'd and 
woriliipped here on earth, and in 
his prefcnce be fore, er happy. 
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l\iJi1RY ANN HARRIS, 

I T was the privi lege of this 
child to be born of religious pa rents, 
who were anxious to train her up in 
the nu1 ture and admonition of the 
Lord . They therefore not only en­
deavo Li red to impress on her m ind 
the necefsity of reading the facred 
scriptures, with humble prayer for 
divine teaching, but sent her to the 
Sunday fchool at [he late Countefs 
of Huntingdon's chapel, Brifl:ol.­
From the time of her admifsion, 
until the commencement of her ill-
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nefs, her attendance had been regu­
lar, and the pr g1efs fhe mad~ was 
fuch as to afford much pleafure to-­
the teachers, who rewarded her 
with a hymn book and a pocket­
bib!e. Besides che cacechifm ufed 
in the fchool. fhe had learnt Lhe 
golpel bv Saint Mauhew: and was 
lool ing forward to the pleafure of 
receiving a further tefiimonv of ap• 
probation to her dili&,ence; but, in­
fi.ead of this, fhe was called fo re­
ceive the reward ,,.,hich awaits all 
thofe who love the Lord .Jefu . The 
firfl: imprefs ions of ferioufoefs which. 
were ob fen ed in r his dear child, 
were on her reading an account of 
the experience and cleat h of a little 
girl ,vho belonged to Argvle chapel, 
Bath. Her father :::cein~ her weep 
very much, inquired the cause: when 
{he faid, " 0 Father, I am not like 
this child." She ·was told that J cfus 
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Chriil was equally able and willing 
to fave her, as the child of whom 
fhe had been reading. From her 
conduct afterward, there is reafon 
to believe thofe imprefsions were 
abiding, as !he frequently requcf1:ed 
her teacher to mark some particular 
pafsages of scripture, which !he 
wi!hed to pay more than common 
attention to. 

The sicknefs which brought Mary 
Ann to the grave. began with a com­
plaint in her bCJwels, which was 
very severe. She was asked if !he 
thought :f11e :f110uld die? She re­
plied, " No, but I feel I am a great 
sinner." Her father pointed her to 
Jesus Christ as the friend of ~inner~, 
and intreated her to be much in 
prayer. On one occasion ) when a 
portion of the bible and some hymns 
were read, !he requeilcd her father 
would pray with her, and on being 
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asked what {he wif11ed he fhould 
pray for, after pausing a few mo­
ments, as if to consider vJhat was 
of moft importance, !he anf we red, 
" Pray for the pardon of my sins, 
patience under my affliction, and a 

fitncfs for heaven." She afterward 
appeared quite ferene, and faid !he 
had no terrifying fears of death. 
-She lingered fome weeks in a 

:£late of much bodily weaknefs.­
An alteration having been obferved 
in her, which indicated her speedy 
removal, her father took her in his 
arms, and observing, " The conflict 
will soon be over," fhe faid, " Y c:s, 
weep not for me, it is well; come 
Lord Jesus.'' 

The night previous to her depar­
ture, her father fat up alone with 
her. \Vhen the reO: of the family 
had retired, he said, "My dear Ann, 

4ow fhall we fpcnd this night ?' : 
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She replied, " In reading the scrip­
tures, and prayer;" and ar the same 

... time ex pressed an humble confi.­
der ,cc, th<1t the Saviour was inter­
ceding for her before his r ather's 
throne. The night wa~ thus em­
ployed; and it proved her la11:; for 
about five o clock the next morn­
ing {h e requcfl:ed her father LO en­
gage in prayer; and :fhortly after, 
being yet qui e fensible and resigned, 
fhe -breatbed her lc:1fl:. ~he was 10 
years and (5 months old. 

During1'1,cr illness , he was visited 
by several of rhe teachers, and by 
the mmister then supplying the 
chapel~ who were much pleased 
with her religious knowlt dge and 
experience. During he r confine­
ment fhe manifefl:C" d a g1 eat aesire 
to mecl once more wi Lh the chil­
dren at the ~unday-!chool, which 
her extreme weakness woulq .not ~l~ 

• 



15 
Io,v ; but fhe has no doubt joined a 
..,-oodly number 111 heaven v-1 ho will 
blefs God through all eternity for 
thefe ufeful inflitutions. 

YOUTH ADr 1IONISIIEDo 

CHILDREN in your earliest youth, 
Serve the Lord of grace and truth : 
And to your Rede mer's praise~ 
Spend the remnant of your days. 

Time·s the only sp::ice that's giv'1 J 

To secure a place in Heav'n ; 
Seek salvation then to-day~ 
S_ek an! find it ,vhik yo 1 nny, 
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Jesus stands with outstretch'd armsc, 

Courts you by a thousand charms; 

Glory he will surely give, 

If on earth to him you live. 

He his spirit will impart 

To reside within your heart; 

Purge you from the dross of sin, 

Make and keep you pure within. 

So shall you, when time's no more, 

Live on Heav'n's delightful shore; 

Blest with Jesus ever dwell, 

Victors cl"O~'Il'd o'er death and hell. 

Somr:i-ton, Printer, St • .11ich.aet' .s St eps, 
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