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THE happy consequences which
Liave arisen from the care of pious Parents,
and the kind efforts of Sunday - school
Teachers, in the conversion of many of their
young charge, afford the greatest encou-
rzigement to ¢ train up children in the way
they should go.” Many of those tender
lawbs have been early taken to the bosom
of their dear Shepherd ; and their happy ex-
perience in a state of affliction, and peace-
ful departure to a better world, have abun-
dantly exemplified the power of real reli-
gion. Occasionally to record instances of
this kind, and to furnish other small pieces,
calculated to please and profit youthful rea-
ders, is the object of this little work; and
to them 1t is affectionately inscribed. It is
intended the work should be continued in
books of this size; and though."they will be
numbered in succession, each will be com-
plete in itself,
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THE HAPPY
COTTAGE - CHILDREN.
T

IN a little cottage in the
county of Lancaster lived two boys
and two girls; the eldest not quite
eight, and the youngest but little
more than four years of age. They
had such kind parents, such a good
teacher at their school, and they
made such improvement by these
means, that we call them the Zappy
Cottage-Children: and we earnestly
wifh that the iear little ones. whe
may read this account, may be like

them, that they may be happy also,
AR
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These children were very dutiful
to their parents. Nothing gave them
so much pleasure as doing - those
things which pleased their parents.
Sometimes, when their mother had
been poorly, they behaved so kind-
ly, that fhe has said, it has quite
done her good, and almost made her
well. A great deal of pains was
taken with them it is true, to {how
them how much they ought to love
and obey their mother, and they
were all very sensible that these two
things are closely connected. The
youngest (a boy) often said of his
own accord, ¢ My dear mother, I
do love you and will obey you.”
When their father had been from
home at any time, on his return he
always asked, ¢ Have you obeyed

our mother while I have been a-
way?”  This practice caused the
duty of obedience to be deeply im-
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ressed on their minds; and if he
found there had been any thing in
their behaviour like disobedience to
their mother, he talked to them
about it till tears of sorrow flowed
from their eyes. Sometimes, on
these occasions, they asked their -
mother to forgive them; and at other
times, they prayed to God to par-
don their sin, and always promised
to do so no more. One of them,
when his mother had been serious-
ly talking to him of the evil of sin,
turned away from her, and with
much concern fell upon his knees
to pray, and said to her when he
arose, ¢ I have told God, that if he
will spare me a little longer I will
be a better boy.”

They loved to sing and pray. In
the first of these pleasing exercises
they frequently united together; and
in the latter, they not only joined,
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but did it where none but the eya
of God could see them; and they
knew very well that He always saw
them. One daytwo of themretired
into the same room to pray: and it
appeared, on inquiry afrerward, that
one of them chose the darkest cor-
ner in it, thinking it was most pro-
per, because it was most private.
The other prayed near toa window,
which fhe set open, because fhe had
heard that Daniel did so. They
had been often mach struck with
the history of that eminent saint,
and frequently requested their pa-
rents to read it at family worfhip.
If their father sat alittle longer than
usual after dinner, one of them was
almost sure to remind him that
thanks had not been returned. At
one time one of them said, ¢ Father,
I with you would pray a long
prayer, God is so good to us ;” and
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at another time, another of them
observed, ¢ I think we fhould pray
two prayers, when we have mcat
and pudding too. -

They took delight in going to the
kouse of God. Sometimes they were
overheard talking together of what
they had heard dnd seen. ' This was
partlcularlv the case when the {.ord’s
Supper had been admmlstered They
were often much SUIpI‘lSCd that SO
few came to the ‘¢ bread and wine as
they expressed it, becauSe they knew
that Jesus (‘hnst commanded ' all
who love him to do it Two of
them have often s.id, ¢ We with
we loved God, that we might come
to the bread and wine.” 7To ! now
whether they loved God, frequently
gave them much concern: and their
father was at times much at a loss
how to talk with them in a suitable
manner on this interesting subject,
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The eldest after {uch converfations,
{fometimes faid, ¢ I think I do love
God; but I am not sure whether I
do or not.” On the Lord’s day
their conduct was such as would
put fome grown people to the blufth.
To play on that day was truly
fhocking to them. If any one of
them was too triﬂfng, one of the
others was almost sure to ask, ¢ Have
you forgotten what day itis?” “The
Lord's Day” was a sacred sound to
them.—We think that the children
who read this account, would have
been pleafed to have heard them talk
about the dear {aviour of sinners.
His love and {ufferings aftonifhed
and affected them very much; so
much, that when one of the sifters
was reading of what Jefus had fuf-
fered, her little brother {topped both
his ears, signifying by that expres-
sive action, that he was so much af-
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fected he could not bear to hear any
more.

But we will only further add, that,
They delighted to talk about heaven.
This was particularly the case after
God had taken a little brother to
that happy world. The feeling
manner in which they spake of their
brother after his departure, at times,
almoft overwhelmed their parents.
—We sincerely wifh that all the
dear little ones who read this fhort
hiftoryof the happy cottage-children,
may imitate their conduct—be duti-
ful to their parents—Ilove the houfe
of God—keep the sabbath-day holy
—delight to hear of the love of their
Saviour, and talk of heaven; and
then when they die they will go to
that Saviour whom they lov’d and
worfhipped here on earth, and in
his prefence be for ever happy.
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MARY ANN HARRIS.

~=@F P

'IT was the privilege of this
child to be born of religious parents,
who were anxious to train* her up in
the nurture and admonition of the
Lord. They therefore not only en-
deavoured to impress on her mind
the necefsity of reading the facred
scriptures, with humble prayer for
divine teaching, but sent her to the
Sunday-fchool at the late Countefs
of Huntingdon’s chapel, Briftol.—
¥Yrom the time of her admifsion,
until the commencement of her ill-
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nefs, her attendance had been regu-
lar, and the progrefls fhe made was
fuch as to afford much pleafure to-
the teachers, who rewarded her

with a hymn book and a pocket-
bible. = Besides the catechifm-ufed
in the {chool. fhe had learnt the
gofpel by Saint Matthew ; and was
looking forward to the pleafure of
receiving a further teftimony of ap-

robation to her diligence; but, in-
ftead of this, the was called fo re-
ceive the reward which awaits all
thofe who love the Lord Jefus. The
firt imprefsions of ferioufnefs which
were obferved in this dear child,
were on her reading an account of
the experience and death of a little

irl who belongedto Argyle chapel,
Bath. = Her father seeing her w‘ecp
very much, inquired the cause, when
fhe faid, ¢ O Fathér, I am not like
this child,” She wastold that Jefus
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Chrift was equally able and willing
to {fave her, as the child of whom
fhe had been reading. From her
conduct afterward, there is reafon
to believe thofe 1mpref51ons were
abiding, as fhe frequently requefted
her teacher to mark some pamcular
pafsages of scripture, which fhe
wifhed to pay more than common
attention to.

The sicknels which brought Mary
Ann’to the grave, began with a com-
plaint in her bowels, which was
very severe, She was asked if fhe
thought fhe fhould die? She re-
phed ¢ No but I feel I am a4 great
sinner.” Her father pomted her to
Jesus Christ as the friend of sinners,
and intreated her to be much in
prayer. On one occasion, when a
portion of the bible and some hymns
were read, fhe requefted her father
would pray with her, and on being
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asked what fhe wifhed he fhould
pray for, after pausing a few mo-
ments, as if to consider what was
of moft importance, fhe anfwered,
¢ Pray for the pardon of my sins,

atience under my affliction, and a
fitnefls for heaven.” She afterward
appeared quite {erene, and faid fhe
had no terrifying fears of death.
—She lingered fome weeks in a
ftate of much bodily weaknefs.—
An alteration having been obferved
in her, which indicated her speedy
removal, her father took her in his
arms, and observing, ¢ The conflict
will soon be over,” {he faid, ¢ Yes,
weep not for me, it is well ; come
Lord Jesus.”

The night previous to her depar-
ture, her father fat up alone with
her. When the reft of the family
had retired, he said, ¢ My dear Ann,
how fhall we fpend this night?”
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She replied, ¢ In reading the scrip~
tures, and prayer;’ and ar the same
time expressed an humble confi-
dence, that the Saviour was inter-
ceding for her before his Father's
throne. The night was thus em-
ployed, and it proved her laft; for
about five o' clock the next morn-
ing fhe requefted her father o en-
gage in prayer; and fhortly after,
being yet quire [ensible and resigned,
fhe -breathed her laft. She was 10
years and 6 months old.
During#ter illness -he was visited
by several of the teachers, and by
the munister then supplying the
chapel, who. were much pleased
with her religious knowledge and
experience. During her confine-
ment fhe manifefted a great desire
to meet once more with the chil-
dren at the Sunday-ichool, which
her extreme weakness would not als

)
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low ; but fhe has no doubt joined a

oodly number in heaven who will
blefs God through all ctefnity for
thefe ufeful inftitutions.

e e

YOUTH ADMONISHED.

CHILDREN in your earliest youth,
Serve the Lord of grace and truth :
And to your Redeemer's praise,
Spend the remnant of your days.

Time’s the only space that’s giv'n,
To secure a place in Heav'n;
Seek salvation then to-day,

Seek and find it while you may.,
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Jesus stands with outstretch’d arms,
Courts you by a thousand charms ;
Glory he will surely give,

If on earth to him you live,

He his spirit will impart

To reside within your heart ;
Purge you from the dross of sin,
Make and keep you pure within,

So shall you, when time’s no more,
Live on Heav'n’s delightful shore;
Blest with Jesus ever dwell,

Victors crown’d o’er death and hell,

Somgrion, Printer, St, Michael's Sieps.
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