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THE 

l-10LIDAY SPY; 

FOR 

Litt1c Mailers and :rvriffcs. 

INTRODUCTION. . 

WHILE great and high karnec.l 
gentlemen ::ire empfoyed in 

writing hug-e an<l big volumes upon 
fohjecls we littlt ones know notl*ing 
of, 1 fe<..: ncY r~:ifon, why l may not 
commence ~n Author likewile, and 
"~-rite fo!nethinr; for the ;:unufrmcnt 
of a!l my little acquaint:1nccs, with-­
out regarding wh::it the great w-ritcrs 
may fay nf me; for, fholll<l 1 :' fay 
they cannot un<ledbncl nw \,' or!·,, 
I can jufi fay the fame of tht'ir's; 
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6 !NTRODUCTIO~-T. 

and if they fhould fay, that there is 
nothing entertaining in r:1y book, I 
have long ago fai<l j L:fl: the fani.e thing 
of their's. Wh.1t is it to me, whe­
ther there is a man in the rnoon, 
with a bundle of il:icks at his hack, 
or, as fome of thefe learned gentle­
men inGrt, that the moon itfclf is 
ahfolutely a green cheefe? This I 
know for falt, that it is a nnc bright 
body, which g1 vc:s a glorio1Js light 
to the inhabitJ11ts of th;s earth, and 
was undoubtcci1y placed there by the 
-han<l of that Almighty God, to 
whom I confiantl y pray night an<l' 
morning, afk. bis permiffion before 
I eat, and con{bntl v tlnn k him after 
every meal. 1<ow 1 will appeal to 
all mv little acquaint;inces, whether 
thic;: '._J·-ctty p;Durc of a moon-light 
nigl1 t <loes not pleafe tlrem hetter 
tlun any thing which all the huge 

volumes 
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volumes of all the learned contain. 
It however teems nccdfary, that I 
iliould tell my little readers how I 
car-ne to commence author; for I 
certainlv would not have done fo 
,1\·it.hout my Papa and Mamma's con­
fent. My Pap;-i, being with me 
one dav i 11. town, took rne to the 
great v:~rehoufe for little books at: 

A f t_he 
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th~ corner of St. Paul's Church-yard. 
A lady, who happentd to be in the 
fhop, banded mo feveraI, and I m.:ide 
fo prudent a choice of them, that 
the · lady highly c_ommended me. 
"Pray, little Mafter, (faid the bc}y, 
fmiling) may I beg the favour of 
your name ?"-HTommy 'I'hought­
fol, Madam;" faid t.-': Pray how 
old are y)u,little Gentleman?''-" I 
am in my feventh year, Ivbdam.'' 
--The lady then concluB:e<l me an<l 
·iny Papa into a little parlour, '"·here 
the verycourteoufly gave me a piece 
,of plum cake and a kifs. After I 
11acl eaten my cake, ancl drank half a 
glafs of wine and wa~€r, my fpirits 
were confiderahly r;iife<l, and I en­
te,red into a familiar difcourfe with 
-the lady, when 1 acquainted her, 

· that, it being Wt1itfuntide Holidays, 
I was come up to London to p:iy my 
4 ref peels 



INTRODUCTIO~; 9 
ref peels to my feveral little acquain­
tances, but more particularly to have 
the happinefa of receiving ufeful ad­
monitions fro1n the lips of my dear 
Papa and Nlamma. 

" Little Gentleman (faid the lady) . 
then you Jove your Bapa and tv'.Iam-
1na.''-" That I de, mofl: htartily, 
ivfac.lam, (faid I) and to convince 
you of it, here are theiu piclures, 
which I always carry arout me, and, 
next to God, pay my fincerefi: rcfpecl:: 
to them." I here {he\ ·ed the lady the 
pi8:ures; a11d, for the fatisfac:l:ion of 
mv litt!P reat1ers, who mav not have 
the happineis or· being acquainted 
.caufed my Papa an<l J\tfamn1.1, I have 
with the following print of them to 
be engraven by the mofl capital urtifr 
this kingdom produces. 
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"vVell, Mafier Tommy, (faid 

the lady) with your Pap4l'~_permif­

£on, I have a propofition to make 

to you, which is this: I find you 

are going .to pay vifits to all your 

]ittle acquaintances during thcfc 

Whitfuntide -Holidays: now, as I 
make no doubt but you can write" 

-Here I perhaps ill-mannerly in· 
terru,ptcd 
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terruptecl the lady, hy faying, "0-
yes, Madam, there is not :1 hoy in 
the fchool, though twice my age, 
who can write a better hand than I 
can." Herc my Papa looked at me, 
and, as l t bought, not very well 
pleafed with me. I foon imagined 
that he thought I was f peaking too 
much in my own ccuimendation. I 
hel<l clown my head, and began to be 
afhamecl of my fel f; for the lady's 
cakes and wine, as my Papa after­
wards told me, had raifed my va­
nity. 

The Ia<ly, though {he perceived 
my confuuo·p, appeared to take no 
11otice of ir, and only gave my Papa 
a fmile, and then proceedc<l in her 
difcourfe. '' As you v.1ill now have 
an opponun ity, _\ 1hfier Tommy, of 
mixing in the company of many little 
1\1aflers and lvliffes, if you \vill by ·r fo 
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fo obliging as to m:-ike minutes of 
the good and bad behaviour of th<: 
different children you may be in com­
pany with, and fend me your account 
of them before Chrifl:mas, I p1 omi fe 
you, on Twelfth-day, to make you 
a pref en t of the heft cake my pafl:ry­
cook can make, and likewife of a 
complete fet of Mrs. Newbery's little 
gilt books." 

It is no won<ler, if fuch a promife 
as this m::ide me confider the lady as 
my moft intimate acguainta11ce; for 
the promife of a twelfth-cake, ancl 
f uch a number of little bo.oks \Y:ls 

enough to turn the hca<l of an old 
man. I flew to the lady, ki!fed .her, 
and then inftantly turned to my Pa~ 
pa, in order to judge from his looks, 
,vhat he thoug);\t of the propofal; 
fer I am certain that we little ones 
:are more ~unnrng than the genera--

lit y 
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lity of people imagine us to be. ~1y­
Papa, fo far from being angry with 
me, laughed hcartiLy, w-hich was a 
fu ffi ient encouragement for 1:ne to 
accept the otfer. I promifed the 
bely to do my beft, :ind, after having 
m~<le one of my mofl: accomplifhed 
bows, we departed. 

It was in con fequence of this ac­
ci<lent, that I lletermincd to make 
minutes of whateYer I iliould ob­
frrve, with ref peel: to the good or 
ba<l bek1viour of thofe of my little­
acquai ntances, into whofe company I 
{houl<l happen to fall during myfhort 
fiay in London. If what I {hall nmv 

_attempt fhall meet with the approba­
tion· of my little readers, I fh,dl prow 
Lably troqble thep1 with fomething 
more hereafter; but, if they fhould 
think it not wbrth their perufal, I 
will give over ,Yriting, and return to 
marbles, cricket, and trnp-ball , 
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Yijit the Firjl. 

MY fidl vifit was to Ladv Tho· 
.l roughgood's, whofe little fa. 

mily confiCTs of Mafier Tommy, an<l 
the Miifes Charlotte and Deborah; 

and fweet little pretty creatures they 
are; but there was a fomething in 

Mifs Charlotte that exceeds my de­

fcription. Her brother and ii11er are, 

te> be fore, pretty and good-n,1ture<l 

children, but Mifs Charlotte is a lit-­
tie angel. She is as yet no more 

than fix years of age, but ha$ a11 the 
clifcretion of one of twenty. She ii,,.. 
d~ed fometimes ] ikcs play as well as 

other little maidens; hut her princi­

pal delight is in reading her little gilt 

books, of which fhc has a very l:irgc 

collecl:ion, and keeps them very neat 

in a litde elegant mahogany book-
cafo. 



Little Majlc1·s and Miflcs. 15 
' : 

cafe. Mi(s Chadotte prcfented me 

-~·ith the following . picture, of . her 

C\Yll dra~·i11g; and I think 1 c~tHiot 

more efFccli.4 ;1l1y hand it <lown to pof­

terity, thari by giving a copy of rt in 

this work. It repreients Minerva, 

~he imaginary goddefs of Wifdom; 

te,1ching a littl e Mafier and l\1ifs the 

fidt rndi men ts of the fcie-nces. 

Lad 
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Lady Thoroughgood teaches her. 

pretty little children to be perfectly 
obedient to her will, an<l polite, af .. 
fah'le, an<l agreeable to the meaneft 
:{hanger. This brings to my remem­
brance, what n1y P.ipa has often tolJ 
me: My deur child, of all things in 
the world, avoi<l pride and obftinacy, 
for they are the fore-runners of every 
evil. As to pride, what h,wc we to 
be prou<l of in this worl<l, fi11cc the 
beggar and the emperor equally fall 
into the filent grave, and botb are 
equally forgotten ? Accufl:om your­
fel f, mv de;u chi]<l, to hear and liftcn 
to children, whether their par.cnls 
may be rich or poor, with equal at­
tention. A rich man's .child may 
have an e<lucation, which a poor man's 
chil<l cannot have; but you may, ne­
verthclefs, often find, under the Yeil 
vf poverty, a gcni11s fuperior to any 

thing 
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th111g riches c;m bellow. As to o.b­
fiinacv, it is the parent of all evil, 
and tl~e moil dangerous enemy a lit­

tle l\Jafler or Miis can hav.e. It is 

an ill \Yeed that thrives apace, and, 

u.nlels plucked up while it is yet 

young, vvill increaf~ fo abundantly 
as to Cpoil an<l choak every thing 

around it. Of all things, my dear 

'1'0111my, avoid pride and obfii­

nacv. 
J 

I was fo clclig.hted i:i this family, 
and in particular with my pretty lit­
tle Charlotte, thJt Iia<l not the cakes 

·~nd books been {hong in my mind, r 
believe I fhoul<l have fpc11t all the 
leifurc time of_111y holidays at Lady 
Thoro11gligood's; but I moJl cer­

tai1d y will call there again. 

V(/it 
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Vijit the Second. 

MY fecond vifit _ was to th<:> houfe. 
of Lady Fnnciful, who bad an 

only <laughter df abont twelve years 
of :ige; but fo unlike my pretty littl 
Charlotte, that I could not eodme 
the corilp::uifon. Thi_s yq 1,rng lady 
was indeed v..ery pretty and gcntt.;d; 
hut all her time was fpent in tbe out­
·warcl embeltifhments of her perfon, 
without paying any attention to th~ 
i,1,provement of her rnincl. I founil 
her in the parlour, fitting oppoGte 
to her glafs; ;rnd fo at ten ti ve was 
fhe in furveying her own pretty per­
fon, that I was a minute or two ln 
the room before £he perceived me. 
What think vou of this poflurc for J. 

lady confia, ~iy t c fit i.o? 

I 
I rn-
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I ende~vonred to t:1lk \.Vith this 

young lady o·n the fubj eB: qf many 

pretty little qooks; hut I found fhe 

could talk of nothing hut the pre­

vailing fap1i9ns, what head-<lrefswa~ 

rno11 in mode1 and vvhat the gc:1tle~ 

men _mofi: ~dmired. She hard"iy c\te~ 

looked Jt me, but kept confbntly 

.,i_gmirin~ herfelf in her glafs, f~me-
tlmes 
~ ,·· 
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times fmiling, then frowning, :ind 
at other times ihowing her ivory 
teeth. 111 ihort, :ill her geflures and 
behaviour contributed to make me 
think very little of her. 

All of a fuclclcn, fhe {brtcd ur', 
flew out of the room, ,1rn1 prefently 
returned with c1 huge doll, almofl: as 
big as herfelf, of the elegance of 
which {he afke<l my opinion. To 
fee a youn'f.: lady of twelve ye.-u-s of 
age play ,vith a doll, appe;,n.:<l to me 
fo odd, that I foo11 formed a:1 excu fc 
to retire, antltake my lea\·eof this 
young hdy, whofe company was 
very <li Cplcafing. 

I have frnce learne<l, that th is 
young la<ly can h;1rdly read, becaufe 
:fhc did not 1ikc it. Ber Mamma 
would nc,·er allow her to be t;lught 
accounts, becaulc Dle faid {he coulcl 
never want it; fhc was not fotlere<l 

to 
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to learn to write, for fear it {hould 

make her fto'op; nor to \.v9rk at her 

needle, for fear it fhou]d fpoil her 

fine eyes. So that ihe i$ now a very 

pretty fort of a young lady indeed! 

As my vifit was here very :fhort, 

I went and paffed the reft of the 

everiing with my pretty Charlotte, 

to whoR1 I told vvhat I have here 

obferved; but this amiable little 

maiden gave me an additional proof 

of her good fenfe, in faying nothing, 

rather than to fpeak ill of her ac­

quaintance. 

Vijit 
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flf/it the Third. rv.IY third vif1t was to Ma Ger Peter 
Playful, who is a very lively 

and acrive little gentleman, mt1ch 
about my OvYn age, an<l alfo excce<l­
i ngl y goo~l-.n.aturcd. There is no fuch 
thing as lJeing idle in his company; 
for he is conft;:i.ntly finding out fome 
n_~w f1"'ort or other. He has the 
greate{l: .fiock pf marbles of any little 
gentleman in the neighbourhoo<l, and 
he has not his egpal for the beauty :rnd 
Yariety of his dumps, the moulds he 
has m;::<le with his own hands, and 
fhuck the <lies on them, having often 
fol<l them for fixpen.ce each, and his 
dL1mps at one penny acloze!1• I have 
taken the following draft from op~ 
.~f his mofi heautiful dies; an<l l arn 
fure my litt}e readers rpuft mvn, that 
it is th·e moil: ftrik ing likenefs they 
.ever faw of their prefent :\1ajcflies. . . He 
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He is one of the firfl: artifls in the 

kingdom at niaking a kite; and he 

beautiful {lars he pu~s thereon, 9rna­

mentct.l with the moH {hiningtolours; 

c . eed every thing th :.i t e:ver was at­

tempted by the greatefi artifts of an.:. 

tiq uity. He has a ,great va iety of 

:\\>nipping-tops, gigs, and fpinning·­

tops, from one acorn to ten. If you 
· fl1oulJ 
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:!houl<l wifh to know in what a grace­ful mannerhewhipshisgig, you mufi be contented with the following re­prefentation of it, for it ~xceeds all verbal defcriptioo. 

I was mentioning all thefe won-­clocfol abilities to my Papa, when he flopped me lhort by faying., " You h_avc told me many wonders.of this young gentleman, concdning his in-
~'enuity 
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genuity at fports , and paftimes, hut 
you have not fai<l a word how he 

'loves his hock. I ' am much afraicl 

that this little hoy fpen.<ls too 111rnch 

olhis time in acquiring there ufelefs 

perfell:ions, while the only fol id ad­

vant:iges he would <lerive from J1is 
books~1re littlethoughtof.".l am very 

certain, that what my Papa fa ill is too 

true; fur cverv one fa ,·she is ;id u nee. . . . 

I will therefore lc.trn to excel in 

learning, anJ not in empty and i<lle 

play. 
Fijit the Fourth. 

l\.1Y next vi:G.t ,vas to pretty Mifs 
Beefy Goodchild, who excelled 

in every accompl ilhmcnt th:i.t became 

:-:i little rvlifs. She read to admin­

tion, anJ {he iliowed me fome of her 
£ne pieces of needle-work, which 

almofl: equalled paint: ng. She nerer 

contradicted ~111 y one ~n con \·erfa.tion, 
~\'.,\d 
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~nd wot::'ld only fay, when fl1e 
thougl~t thofe lhe was converfing 
with \-vere in tl-~e wrong; "Is it !lQt 

fo W or," was it not ill this or that 
manner r' . 
. I dicl nqt obferve iq this houfe, 

1 
what I have tap often feen in many 
others, vio+entdifputes between mo­
th.ers apcl cl:rnghtcrs. I h:we !ee.n m~-
1:Y a pretty little l\r1ifs crying for half 
~n hqur together, and lier Mamma 
talking to lier in higll worc:ls, threat­
enin~ to whip lier, or put her ir. the 
coal-hole, if 111c \-Vas not quiet, and 
;.it lafl ltt her little Mifs have what 
ihe wanted. "Ko, it was very differe:it 
;it this h9ufc; f9r if Mif~ Bet ff had 
a particular i;nind to any thing, {he 
v:rnul<.l afk for it in the mofi humble 
and fubmiili vc manner. Jf h~r Marn­
m~1 fmileJ, it meant 1;-s ; if {he 
frow"ne<l or {h0ok her head, it ·w~is 

. . ; 

as 
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as good a No, as if fhe had faid ;i 

thoufand words; for lVIifs Betf y ne­

'\'.'.er afk.ed for one thing twice, nor 

ever entered into any :i.Jtcrcations, in 

hopes of getting wlut i11e wanted, as 

fhe had .:dways been taught to con­

fider, that nothing would be <lenicd 

her which \YJ.S proper for her, an<l 

ihe h1<l too much good fenfe to pet­

fi:l: in endeavouring to obtain what 

might be hurtful to her. _ 

l cmnot help repeating, bcfort I 
quit my account of this chy's vifrt, 

what I have heard my Pap:i and ~dam­

ma fay, when they have been fcriouf­

lytalkinp; together, an<l not thinking 

1 heard them: "Train D p a ch il,l in 

the i..,vay it ihoulcl go 1 and ,,·hen it is 

old it will not dep :.ut from it. The 

great number of obfiinatc old people 

we meet with, is o,,,ing to their not 

having been proper! y chccke<l in their 
early 
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early age. Bad habits of long fbnd 
ing are hard to be cured. Let u 
therefore tea.ch our child to be ohe 
dient and pliant in l1is prefcnt age, 
as the only means to make him rc­
fpeB:able when a man.'' 

But I ·had like to have forgotten to 
give you a c1r·a.wing, taken from one 
of her £nefl: pieces of needle-work : 
it is a very pretty bM.dfcape. 

Vi/it 
I 
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Vi/it the Fifth. MY bfl: vifit was to an ol<l mai<len 
b<ly, to whom I am <lifl:antly re­

lated. This '-,l<l. lady lives a ff range 
kind of lifo, her time being taken up , 
with fee<ling and atten<ling her little 
troop of bp dogs and puffy cats. One 
in particular of ·each of thefo €rea­
tures apµeare<l to tl)C fo pretty, that 
I tould no"t hel~drawing the fol10w­
ing picture ~f th em. 
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I drew this piB:~ue fo well> that the 

old lady was 1iighly<lelightcd with it; 
and, .as a very convincing mark of her 
ap1frohation, {he in(Lrntly ran to her 
clofer, tbrfied lulf a dozen locks ::nid 
as many boits, and then opened the 
door. She then prefente<l me with a 
piece of cake, which, . for ought I 

0 kno\"'/, rnigl:.t hjve been b:i.ked when 
Adam was ;r little b-ov. This fh e 

, • dhlig-ed me to e,1t in her'prefentc, left, 
as {he faid, mygood-nature might in­
duce me to gi ',i_e it a way. ·'ro wa01 it 
<lown ( for l a!fure you it ftud: fad 1 y 
by the way) fl1e gave me a little -four 
milk cl'nd w;-iter; and to fl1ew me flill 

,\ higher marks of her favour, fhe pre­
\) fente<l me ·with tw~h:HI hc1lfpencc at 
my departure, which, I ~dfurc you, 
I made as foon as poffil>lc. 

The old lady 1 however, would not 
foff;r me to depart till Die hacl pro-

/ .. '~ . ~.;. • , 1' 
1
-:,/ pcrly 

I,-: 'J . ..,t; \,7 

.~ ~;/i:~. ·i ~, 
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perly explained to ne tl~e 1~~tur~ , 
the obligJtion I had re\:ei.\;e<l 0 11 thi 
vifit. "The cake (faid .fhe) 11:fs·qeC' 
.ke1)t a proper time; for~ 'lpd'it bee 
new it might In~~ fitten heavy o 
your {tomach. l'v1ilk, wh~n grow, 
four, and 'mixe<l"wirh watJr, .'is ~ 
wavs better than new milk, whic1 
·s ;logging to the ft~rnach; an<l ;~be 
wo had haifpcnce you will keep J.Q1f­

gcr th:in had they heen good -ones, a~ 
you ·will prok1b_ly now fin<l nobody 
who will take them. Go, mf' good 
child, an<l God blcfs you. 

Amen, fai<l I, an<l a,vay I ran, 
~letermiocd to make no moi·e in 
qui ries for matter for ,,y Ji tde book. 
The rcO: of my holid~-1.y~-w erc there­
fore fiJClH int he company of the pret­
ty Mi ls Charlotte Thoroughgood ; 

· 111d I certainly fl1:1Il never cornc t0 

' Lont!o11 \Vithout paying Lera v~ftt. 
-F 1-;-; ls • 

.. . . 




