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- Humble Reformer, &e.

THE parith of Lonf{dale contained a great num-
| ber of inhabitants; yet Richard Pearfon, on
cafting his eyes round the church one Sunday af-
ternoon when the fervice was concluded, could on-
ly difcern the minifter, the clerk, the fexton, the

charity children, and four or five old women in red,
cloaks,

Richard fighed and walked home. ' In the even-
ing, after having read his bible til] his eyes began
to ache, he drew his chair fill clofer tq the fire,
and again the thoughts of the fmall number of his
fellow worthippers filled his mind with forrow,
“ To be fure,” faid he, ¢ the weather is tharp

A g enough,
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" - encugh, but I'll be hanged if that would keep one

of my neighbours from taking a trot as far as the
church to get a fixpenny loaf, or to fee a puppet
fhow : and then thefe great people that are for ever”
rolling about here and there in their carriages, what
fhould hinder them from going to the houfe of
God? 5 ' ’

What indeed; except that they love their plea-
fure more than their Maker.

The more Richard tHought on this' fabjeét; the
more he lamented that the Sabbath fhould be pro-
faned and public worfhip negletted. He had
been for many years under carpenter o a large cot-
ton manufaétory, and happy in his humble {tation;
he never felt a wifh for a change of fituation, ex-
cept when he fancied it would give him the power
of being more . ufeful, He could not at this mo-
ment help thinking, thatif he was Mr. Wood; the
curate, or Mr. Miller, the malter of the manu-
falory, he would contrive fome means to make
the worfhip of God better, attended. ¢ But Aht” |
exclaimed he, ¢ a poor carpenter though he ferve |
God ever fo faithfully him{elf, can do nothing for:
the fouls of his fellow creatures 12 10ee Yes, - repeals
ed he, a moment after, ¢ yes, he can pray for them.
¢ O’ God !” continued he, clafping his hands - toge-
thery and lifting up his, eyes, to héaven, ¢ let thy
public worfhip be better attended, and let therich and
the poor feel what 2 joyful. thing it is to meet toge-
thet to worfhip thee.” ~Thefe few words came from

the botton of his heart, and he felt eaflier after he
| e had
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had uttered them ; but fill he could not help wifh-
.ng it was in his power to add ufeful endeavours to
Tervent prayer, At laft it occurred to him, that if
he.was now and ,then'to:ggjifé'his neighbours a word
of advice in a friendly way, it might do fome good.
But again he confidered, that as he was no fcholar
he fhould not know how to put what he had to {ay
into proper words, fo that there was not the leaft
chance he thould get any body to liften te him. A
paflage he had juft been reading now fhot acrofs
his mind, and he turned to his bible to look for 17
it was open at the very place, and he read the 11th
and 12th verfes of the ivth Chapter of Exodus.
““ Who hath made man’s mouth? or who maketh
the dumb, or the deaf, or the feeing, or the blind 2
Have not I the Lord ? Now therefore go and I will.
be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou fhalt
fay.” <1 may take this promife to myfelf,” he
centinued, while I am endeavouring to do God’s
work. Perhaps he will aflift me, and honour me,
by letting me be his infirument. I muft not preach
to my betters, though I fhould be fure they are go-
ing on wrong. - That would be madnefs, but m
poor neighbours mayhap may underftand one that
talks to them in their own plain way better than
one that makes ufe of fine words. Well,. by the
bleffing of God, I will try what can be done, ~

Neighbour Watkins and his family feem to have
a great regard for me, and refpe& me more than I
deferve. Perhaps God ordered it thould be {o, on
purpofe that my advice might have more weight

with them, They have a great many good proper-
ties
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ties, but I am afraid they have not much religion.
The firft opportunity Il have a little ferious talk
with them. Why fhould I not call or ftep to them
to-night? The prefent time, as my mother ufed to
fay, is always the beft for any thing that is good.”

 The Watkins’s lived only four doors from
Richard, fo he locked his door, and was with them
in a moment. Ithad been for fo many years the
cuftom with this pious man, to apply to God when
about to engage in any thing of importance, that it
feemed a kind of fecond nature with him to do fo;
and on this occafion his heart was lifted up to
heaven, to implore affiftance and a bleffing on what

hé:fhould fay.

The father was afleep in the chimney corner, the
mother was rocking her infant to {leep, the cldeflt boy
was drawing horfes on a flate, the eldeft girl was
reading a ftory book, and the younger children
were playing abdut the room. Thus were the fa-
mily of the Watkins's ¢ngaged when their good
neighbour entered.

Watkins was fo found afleep, that it was fome
time before. his wife could make him underftand
that mafter Pearfon was come to {ee ‘him; ‘and even
after he had been fufficiently roufed to afk him how
ke did, he continued fo extremely drow{y, that he
was little difpofed for converfation. Richard was
no more talkative: he fat thinking how he fhould
begin upon the bufinefs for which he came. He

had a very low opinion of his own abilities, and 1t
~ had -
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had been fo much his maxim through life, that a
poor man’s only way of preaching was by example, that
he was quite at a lofs when he wanted to give ad-
vice. ¢ My man,” faid he at laft, holding out his
hand to little John who was playing nedr him,
¢ have you been to church to-day ?” ¢« No,” an-
{wered the boy, ¢ No! why how came that about ?”
¢ Becaufe Jenny could not go, as the was obliged
to take fone oranges and chefnuts to Squire Green-
hill's; and Joey could not go becaufe his thoes were
{o bad.” < Do not you like to go to church, my
dear ?” enquired Pearfon? O, yes! I like it very
well,” faid the little fellow, and away he ran to the
other end of the room.

Mrs. Watkins then called her children to go to-
bed, and as fhe told Pearfon fhe hoped fhe fhould
find him when fhe came down, and that he would
ftay and eat a piece of bread and cheefe with them,
he determined to put off his advice till after fupper.
" As they were enjoying themf{elves over a mug of ale,
Watkins told his neighbour that he wifhed he
would always come in to them of a Sunday evening ;
he thould have a hearty welcome, and he thought

he muft find Sunday a wearifome long day fhut up
by himfelf.

“ Why as to that,” anfwered Richard Pearfon,
to be fure I cannot help f{ometimes looking
back upon old times, when I had my good woman
and my boys always with me; but yet on the
whole I generally find the Sabbath a happy
day. I go to church twice; and though my eyes
begin to grow a little dim, I blefs God [ can {ill

read
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tead for an hour or two at a fretch, T teach my
next door neighbour’s children the catechifim, and
;ilén it is fuch a pleafure when one fits by onelelf,
to think of God’s goodnefs to one all one's life long,
and to think that in a little time one thall be an 4n-

gel in heaven.

Watkins. Well, neighbour, I do not know how
you manage. Though I have generally a good ma-
oy little jobs to do of a'Sunday, and have all my
family about me, I mult own, that I find it {fomewhat
of a heavy day. 1am in a hurry forit'to come all
the week, that I may have a little reft and enjoy-
ment ; and when it comes, I am generally glad when

it is bed time.

Pearfon. ‘Neighbour Watkins, I hope you'll ex-
cufe me; but it is my notion, that it is the doing
{o many jobs that makes you find ‘Sunday fo heavy
and difagreeable.

Watkins. Why how fo Richard? I am one that
loves to be employed; and o if I can find fomething
to be bufy about, it ands to reafon it muft make
the day go off lighter.

Pearfon. Yes, but neighbour, there are two kinds
of work ; work for the body and work for the foul ;
ond if a man will work for the body the day that
God bids him work for the foul, I cannotthink how
he fhould feel himfelf comfortable.

Watkinse Why ong would fuppofe, with your
way
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way. of ctalking, T hadfet all the mills to works
whereas I'make: the ;Sabbath as much a day of reft;
asany one. I domot getaiptill nine o’clock ;. it is,
a‘poor: man’s privilege to.enjoy his bed of a Sun~
day morning. Then; dfter breakfaft, I work inthe
garden-a little while, or I mend a chair, orput upa,
fhelf, or do any of thofe kind of things my dame
choofes to fet.me about.. Then I fhirt myfelf,
We have always a hot!dinner of a Sunday, and we
it  over it ‘and “enjoy ourfelves a good while.
Then I play with my children and nurfe the little
one, and in the evening I bhear them the cate-
chifm, and read two or ‘three chapters, tillI grow
fo drowfy, that I fall faft afleep, as you found me
when you came in. And now pray where is the
‘harm of all this? . gl

Pearfon.  The fourth commandment tells us,
that on the Sabbath day we fhall do no manner of
work. = Now when you have always fome worldly
bufinefs or other to do at home, I do not fee how
you can be faid to keep this command, notwith-
{tanding you would be fhocked at the thought of go-
ing to fhop and fetting the mills a going.

Watkins, Well, it is my notion, that it is a man’s
duty to get every thing about him tidy and com-
fortable ; and if he works hard for his family all
the week, I fee no finfulnefs in his fetting about
a few innocent jobs of a Sunday.

Pcarfon. Butl cannot help thinking, if you were
to contrive as much to get your little jobs out of
the
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the ‘way in the courfeof 'the week; as you do to
bring them all together into' Sunday morning, you
thight have every thing about you as tidyand com-
fortable as at prefent, and yetinever profane the
Sabbath by that kind of 'bufinefs that idoes not
properly belong toit. 'When you came from work
one evening; and your wife told you that two of
the pales were broken down, andthe pigs came into
the garden, 1 heard you ‘make anfwery k¢ Well, et
them be for a‘day or two, they will be a’ good
job for Sunday.”  Another time ‘your little John
came running to you with his broken waggon, and
afked you to mend it. ¢ Take it away nows my
boy,” faid you, ¢ Iam tired. 'Bring it me again on
Sunday, and T'll mend it for you with all my heart;”
and I have often heard you fay, **‘My garden is
quite a wildernefs : I muft work hard to put it a
little to rights when Sunday comes.” |

Watkins (after a paufe.) ‘Welll I'do not fay this
may not be the cafe fometimes. ~As 1 told' you
before, 1 am apt to find Sunday a heavy day; and
fo if there are ary little matters to while away the
time, I am not at all forry it thould be fo.

Pearfon. But I no more wifh you -to make Sun-
day an idle day than a working day,

Watkins. Well!l let us hear ‘what is to be done
then.

Pearfon, Inthe firflt place, I would have yéu go
to church. ‘ |

Wathkins. 1 do fometimes.
: Pearfon.



(8 )

. Pearfon  Yes, when there is a charity fermon, or

youHappeh t6'have 2°HEwW coat.’ i

RS S GIIMTON C OG5 190715 o O3 IR T GO L) Sy
i Hatkins. |y Welll) T may have been ra little neg.
lectful of thy church of late years; but fure it feems
to be:a: hard thingifor a poor man, who has but
one dayin the weck to himfelf, to be obliged to turn
out twice a day, and {pend all his time at church,
when he wants to be enjaying his family.

‘ fl’egzgo_;zg What!'hasa ‘-F"oﬂoﬁrman no bleffing to afk
of God, no fins to confefs, no mercies to be thank-
ful for, no foul to be 'fé\!{@éd v |

= 233X - I3 LD ity & 510} “YEWIE

- When I meet a fine! gentleman on his horfe, with
his footman  behind himyigoing to take a ride in the
time of divine fervice, it grieves me to the heart,
and I fay ‘to myfelf; ¢ That man is fo rich and {o
happy, that<le is not'willing to go any where, where
he may chance to hearbiow foonhemuft take leave
of all "his treafutes. /' But when I fec a poor man,
perhaps a' beggar in ragged «cloaths, fhivering with
cold and ready to die'with hunger, lurking about
juftinfide the walls of the Church-yard, as if he-was
{o in love with mifery, that he was afraid to hear of
a ‘'world where he fhould névéi know what mifery
was, I"cannot find words to tell you how it amazes
me. Indeed, to my way of thinking, we poor pee-
ple, who know what it'is to"be brought to our'laft
fhifts, and have often nofriend byt God, have maore
need of religion than any body in the world,

Mrs., Watkins But w’ej can; {ay: our prayers at
home Mr, Pearfon, . v Ls U S

Pearfon, That is not enough; becadfd God has
commanded
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commandad usin a, greatmany different placesin

fcripture, to meet together in public worfhip; and
our’ blefled ‘Saviour' himfelf fet'us’ the 'example.
Befides, ‘we' are moft of us ignorant “and forgetful,
fo that we ought to go to be'taught our duty' by
God’s minifters, or to be reminded of it at leaft, oo
dasan o i i 118 bawel bas Nsb 8 /s0twiine

Wathins.  Well now, Richdrd, I'll tell you how

it is, When I was a lad, 1 was noted for a con-
ftant church-goer ; and 1 went with Jeafure, be-
caufe it was to hear a parfon who made " fine
difcourfes. He was always plain and.to the pur-
pofe. ' Sometimes he would fpeak in fuch a cutting
way, that he has brought thei tears intormy; eyes s
and fometimes he would talk fo comfortable about
God and heaven, that if a man had ever {o many
troubles, he would make him think tl'«t they weré
all ‘as light as a feather. . Oh! 1 could nave fat for
hours to hear “that man'; and then he had a:manner
with him, as if hewas in earneft in what. he faid ;
and he lived as he preached, and was always: doing
good to the poor. : | |

oy

o Mps.. Wathins.. He his dead' now; but he was a
fine man to be fure.

Pearfon.  Welll fuch a minifter is one of,God’s
greateft bleflings I do,think. ;

Wathins. 1 never miffed a Sunday whilel lived
4n his parifh.’ Dr. Ellis was parfon here when firft
I came. 1 had heard that he was counted a hard
man, fo I had not much notion of him: however,
i o my
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1ny’ﬁ;1ﬁre s knOWS5 t’hat,'a?cé‘mam to. m)? cuﬁom,
’ went} to cuurcP But he .had a four lobk and a
% of manner as 1? he wanted to fénd U al'l fo the

l'i'

‘co‘%d not ear that and b Iltt e and ht-

ito ftay ’awazr Thls cgun NIt Wood
zi We have now,' i’s1 but a hnlddh’kmd of man the
they fay, agd 4 b pam T'ure” he 1eVer comes arrio
us.” His férmons ‘may be' very fine’] erhaps

¥ #now 9 canno{ g gi'“half hé ’fa)?s “and” when
Ic a;nL do nbg under a,nﬂ fo'1 dc{poﬁ fe@ md‘h
ufﬁ in, p]y waﬁmcr my tlme tb heat‘h T o
e Pmrfbn, I amafraid,” mdeed, lfwhat‘ they {’ay
is‘true, he"gives himfélf up' too much to pleafure,
and ‘does not” tdke' fo ‘muich trouble’ with His ﬂock
as 2good fheph’érd‘ought o 'do 2 ! But-that 4s' ‘an
dffair' betweén him‘and’ God, {'Weddre ot to judge
another man 3 fervant.{ *We Ihou'}”(f mmd what ‘he
tells ‘us, "whether ‘he’minds it “him{elf: ‘or‘not.’ 'As
to his dlfcourfes, t*hough I'do not preterid to 'he a
judge of thole matters," yetIdo'not think they are
{o plain andifo’ chr’rﬁlafrixhké as, they thould be ; ‘and
‘he has a'lazy way of preachihg, ‘ds if'\he did not
think of what he ‘was'faying;’ ‘and’did not tare whe-
ther he was'underfiood ormot’: ! but yeét, if a mahn is
attentive, ‘he'will “every' now andtheén: Hear'a little
{omething that may dohim good, if itis not hi§ swh
fault. I will give you an inftance in a fermon we had
this morning. ‘The'text was/from the 1. Epiftle to
Timothy; chaptér iy verfe' xi 1o ¢ Who hath abohfh-
ed death, and brought life and immortality to light
through the'gofpel.”! ‘Towas pleafed’ withthe text,
becaufeI wps invhopes- I-fhould hear fomething

about
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g 5 ) SR e TR RENT ,..‘-f:;i; IG5ty 1850 J.)‘a DIEOD } A
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5 if they were good they fho
to a place called, Effium I think 1t was, where
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fhould gome back againto earth fome tige or o-
ther, and, il ncy ,and told us,

fome poet faid about Hahe rought in 2 number
of hard names;that 1 ¢ould pot underftand, Well,
thought I, this feems rather heathenifh ftu ; but
#ill Itried o liften, with: all my ears. ; ¢ But now,”
fays he, at laft, & all this darknefs ,is done away.
Life; and, immortality are brought tolight by the
gofpel,, ; Even the poor, hauethe golpclipreached to
shem: o, The -pooreit among, us, knows ,mgre . the
worth of his. foul, and what fhall; become of him

swhen this fhort; troublous life is over, than all; the
great men in former times couwld find out with all
their learning.” . Thefe, were -not,, his words, but
they. were, fomething to, that meaning. .1 blefled
God.is my:heartythat he had nog let me be born
_at/the timewhennipone knewbut he might die like
a dog,and never live again; and I thought it was
srell worthiattending to-all the fermon for thofe few

qWOKdS- £ _' H y 4 4 '!‘.4,' i1y SfLE 38115
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new bodjes, and then he told us, what

bed aw o3 8.4 9 yrsilod 08 Yoy 39 o N
o+ Waikias.): : Welkk i1, have -heard Parfon, Wood
ghree or four tiniésy and néver co uld edify at all.

. Pearfon. - Iam-afraid you let'your mind run up-
on-other thingsi;/thowever, if ‘you do/not like the
{ermon
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fermonthere are the prayers, and the prayers youmuft
allow are a fine form of words, and the moft igHe-
fant may, underfiand. the, beft part of ‘them.  We
feem to have great notions of equality now-a days.
Loften think, if we are on a footing with our bejrers
at any time it Is at church, e meet together tq
pray to, the fame, God, who js the father of us all,
%.he rich' kneel down, and own themfelyes to be

finners as well as the boor; and,the poo hape for
forgivenefs as well as the rich; and hope for it in
the fameway too; from'the blood '(Sf;t‘hlé:,faim,c; Savi-
our; and they all look forward to a meeting iff the
fame place, where' there! fhall’ novlonger betany

sq ol a1 v es natlo

difference betwixt them. .[li7r¢ ot .

2

- Waskips. ' “Well, neighbout, * 11t think “of ‘what
you fay’; and perhaps in futire’T miay’Bé mire’ con.
ftantat my chiurch'than I have peEn . ke 0l ;

‘With what pleafure did the worthy Richard hear
him pronounce t_l?a,é;fe_ words: but he had not_ yet
done only halfhis bufinefs, and, turning to Mrs,
Watkins in the moft friendly manner, he afked her
if fhe would not accompany her hufband 2

“ There is no ufe in my going,” faid fhe, ¢ for,
to.my misfortune be it, {poken I can’tireads”

¢ But you can join in the prayers,” faid-Pearefo,n;;
¢ andif you cannot read the word of God at home,
it feems to me asif you ithould fill more make it a
POt to, go once ai, week 'to hear i read.and ex-
plained,” : : .

Mrs
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“Poarfon. O, heighbour ! T am ‘afraid that is only
i ceiles BRcabte, joul know, When you go out
aihing for'a day’ you let Jeting have' the care of
i o2 T4ke thofe that 4re big enough ith you,
and Teave Jenny 'to’ nuffe the’ Title one, and then
e cthes part oF (e 'ddy ftay 4L horse' yotrfelf and
let her’'go. Indeed a fathr afid mother do not do
their 'duty ‘that'do, not bring up their children to be
religious, and to ga'to church. . i ol i

g e

3 t o

M 7“5; W étki-hs-.;;: I'am fare’ my-ﬂ"phﬂdreh ”go, as
often as any in the parifh. ooy feivion cono if
 Pearfon. - 1 know you fend them a great deal of-

tener than you go yourfelves; but when_they find

you never fet them the example, they will think

that going to church is only fit for children, and as

they grow older they will leave it off. Befides, for

what poor excufes you fometimes keep them at

home. Only think of Jqe not going,to-day becaufe
- his fhoes were old. g Ty i

Mrs, Watkins.. ITmuftfay, I think itis very inde-
cent for people not to go reputably to’the houfe of
God. ' : S8 ¢ &

Pesifon. 1 think we ought to go with our flefli
clean and our cloaths as reputable as we can make
them ; but it ‘s 2 bad exculé to ftay at home be-
caufe they are fhabby. God 'will not hear my
prayers the lefs, becaufe 1 have a worfe coat than
my neighbour. I fhould think: 1t a poox way og my

on s
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fon’s thewing his refpe& for me if he was to ftay
away and tell me it was becaufe he could not afford
to buy a coat good enough to come and fee me.

~ There was fill one’ more ‘thing"upon Richard’s
mind ; bat he did not know how 'to exprefs himfelf
as he withed ; however, as his neighbourshad liften-
ed very -attentively to all he had faid, he determin-
ed to conquer falfe fhame, and, after a filence of
{fome minutes, he faid to Mrs. Watkins, ¢ As you
are fo good as to let me make thus free, I'll take
upon myfelf to mention fomething elfe.  That little
fruit fhop of yours, Mrs. Watkins, it has given me
many a heart ache of a Sunday.” ‘

« Why, I muft needs {ay,” replied Mrs. Watkins
very honeltly, ¢ it has often ftruck me that it is not
quite the thing: but it is what every body elfe

does.”

Pearfon. Well, but thall I remind you of the
words of {cripture, ¢ Thou fhaltnot follow a mul-
titude to do evil.” -

Mrs. Watkins. But is there fuch a very grea¢
harm in felling a few nuts and cakes on a Sunday ?

Pearfon.  Why, neighbour, when you are mak-
ing up your half-pennyworths of gingerbread, and
looking to fee if the money you tgke is good, an.d
reckoning your change, can you fay your hegd.ls
not filled with your week-day bufinefs ¢ That it is,
I'll venture to fay, as muchas if you kept a larger

fhop; then mayhap fomebody {ends for*apples to
: DasmieoD make

-
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make a pie, and when you have not the right fort
in the houfe, you are obliged to fend to the gar-
dener’s for them. So you make the gardener go
on with his bufinefs, and you keep one of your
children from church to buy the apples, and to
take them home to the perfon that ordered them.

Mrs. Wathins. But I fhall affront all the neigh-
bourhood if I will not let themr have things of 2
Sunday. |

Pearfon. You muft tell your conftant cuftomers,
that you will be obliged to them if they will be-
fpeak what they want of a Saturday evening ; and,
1 dare fay, there are fome who will like you the bet-
ter for finding you make a confcience of fpending

Sunday properly.

Wathins. Well, this is very fine talking for you,
Pearfon, who have only yourfelf to provide for ;
but we make our fruit-fhop anfwer better of a Sun-
day than all the reft of the week put together ; and
with fuch a family as ours, we muft be full of
contrivances, and we muft not be too fcrupulous.

Pearfon. Would you goon the highway and rob
a traveller for the fake of your family ?

Watkins. No, that you know very well I would
not, though we were all ftarving.

Pearfan. Then why, neighbour, fhould you break
one command of God more than another? fince
you know, it was the fame God that faid, * Keep
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holy the Sabbath day,” and faid, ¢ thou fhalt not
fteal.” Befides, how fhall we thew ourfelves to be
Chriftians, if we are not willing to part with the
leaft profitin the world for God’s fake ? only think
of our Savicur’s words, ¢ he that loveth {on or
daughter more than me, is not worthy of me.” Now
muft not you be faid to love your chitlren more
than God, when you give up his own day to work.
for them ? ' ‘

The beft way to draw down a blefling’ on your
family, is to bring them . up religioufly, and to fet
them a good example. This is what every poor
perfon cando for his children, and itis the richeft in-
heritance he can give them. God will not let them
or you be lofers in the end, becaufe you feared to
tranfgre{s his commands. I do not{ay you muft
expett to be rewarded direétly.  You muft not fay
toyourfelf onSunday evening, ¢ Well, now I might
have earned a fhilling or two to-day, butas I would
not do it for fear of offending God, 1 may eount up-
on taking a fhilling or two more in the courfe of the
week.” No, no, if we '‘were always {ure of our re-
ward direétly, our love to God could hardly be
faid to be putto the trial. When we are willing to
give up any worldly profit for his fake; we' may
depend upon it he will reward us; but it muf ba
in his' own time, and his own manner; and ifhe is
mercifully pleafed to make us happier throughont
eternity, for any little facrifice we can have made
him, O! my dear friends, what gainers fhall we be
by the bargain ! :

PR S A
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- Mps. Watkins.- Well, I never; thought fo mugh
of the matter before; and, if my hufband is agree-
able toit, I think I'll leave off felling things of a
Sundayi o ¢ 5l ghol) 16t hivow P ifeia fins]

Pearfon. Oh! I am fure your hufband is too
good a man to with you to dowhat is not right,
and, my good fellow, faid he, clapping Watkins on
the back, ¢ you will promife me that you will not
again go on with your carpentering or gardening, or

any thing of that kind, on the Lord’s day ?”,

« Why, T doube, if 1 d6 not,” faid Watkins fini-
ling, « I fhall find the Sunday pafs on confounded
heavaly.: . "5 O

Pearfon. No, Il be bound for it, you'll not if
you employ it properly, Part of the day you may
talk to your wife, and play with your children : then
you have got to inftru&l them, and to read your

bible.

Watkins. 1 am tired of reading fo much of the
fame thing.

Pearfon.. Well now, 1 always find fomething new
in-my bible and teftament let me read itever {o
often. But befides the bible, there are many other
books proper for Sunday reading,thatare very edify-
ing and entertaining. Though thefe are hard times for
poor folks in one fenle, bleffed be God they are
good ones in another. Never in my memory was
it {o eafy for children to get inftrutted as fince the

Sunday
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sunday {chools haye heeneflablifhed ; and neyerwas
there fach varicty of halfpenny and penny books for

the,poor, [full of goodadvice and exye rtajning fories.

Watkins. If bheb itys-one, onerhas foon read it
through, and then there is an end of it,
Feis. A} /. ¥

Blailin, Kbt gl tae |
reading more than once, But I will tell you what

422G § oA 2R &l . -~ (TS L v? . -
we will do. [ You and I will join together to get as

Thaf}y.‘\éf;:t,ﬁ?'m;‘gsj_w;qgGam:: As L have not fuch calls

for my money as you, Tll Iay by two-pence a week,
apd you thallfay by 8 hallenne: oo b ennr v
1, can fuit you, LYerbaps we may find two or three
more. who.will be willing to,club with us, and if fo,
we ay getagood ffock of thofe pamphlets, and, we
will lend them about. one, among. another, and.to
read théfn with attention, will he s very. pretty em-
ployment for part of Su iyt o e S

and I do not care if I do join with you.,
‘Aftera Mot Gilenee!! Pédrfon'faid, ¢ I am then

doing ‘bfandiher empl oyment, quite fit for Sun days,
by “which] if it/ pléifes God to give his blefling, we
38 O 1w oy darr). bao Ao oned io
may do"a ‘great deal 6f'§odd”- I. Have often heard
it faid, what a pity it is there is ‘no Sunday fchool in
this parifh; and our great folks do not feem much
inclined to fet. one ‘on foat. You can read, Wat-
kins, and {o,can,I; what do.you fay to our opening
d Sunday {chool’? To my knowledge, there 1s many a
poor perfon hereabout would be glad their children
fhould get a liitle learning, ‘only they cannot afford
to-pay their fchooling. St

Sy Londogon Hiw. I vel jon ob I seviindy
Waitkins. Mell, that 1s a good thought of yours,

Watkins,
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Watkins. “Nornéighbour, I do not think I can do
that. 1 fhall become a laughing ftock among our
workmen, and they'll call me preacher, and Jehool-
mafter, and I do not know. what befides. LA

Pearfon. well, but will you mind that, when
you think the good you may do to thofe children as
long as theylive, and of the gratitude of the parents,
and, above all, of the reward we may hope for from
that Saviour, who has promifed to look upon every
aft’ of kindnefs done 'to the leaft of his children as
done to himfelf? The fchool:room fhall be at my
houfe, becaufe there we fhall interrupt no one, and
have no one to interrupt us. Now, if Ilet the pa-
rents know in the courfe of the week that they may
fend their children next Sunday morning, I may
depend upon your coming to affift me? A

. Watkins. . 1do not fay I ‘wi,lI n‘bi, 'but I wauld
not have you make too fure of me.

. Pearfon. That is as much of.a promife as I can
expetl the firftymoment. . You do right to take time
to refleét. Andnow I think I muft wifh you good-
night. I hope my good friend, you will not take
amifs any thing I have faid. |

¢¢ I take it very kind of you, I can affure you,
Mr. Pearfon !” faid Mrs. Watkins. ¢ 1 thought you
a little meddlefome  firft ‘of all,” faid herhufband;
« but now 1 find you talk in fuch a friendly way
that itis for' our good, I like you ten times better
than I did before.”

Peatrfon
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Pearfon then fhook his neighbours heartily by
the hand, and wifhed them good-night. With a
heart overflowing with gratitude, he poured forth
his thanks to God for the profpeét before him of
ferving his fellow creature, and then going to-bed,

he paft the night in thofe peaceful {lumbers which -
. are known enly to the righteous man, |

.A' RO
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