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THE 

LIFE AND AD-VENTURES 

OF A 

FLY. 

CHAP. I. 

lntrocluct fon. Finding rn_ysc{f 

richer than rny neighbours, I 

become proud,· but my pricle is 

soon h:mnbled b_l) a. .. cery natit a!_, 

though an unexpected whfar-

tune.-An Adz1enture. 1 

>IT wilt no doubt, appear strange 

to you, my dear reader, that a fly 

should eiiher ·write or talk/ or 

even should understand those y,,ho 

A. 
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d·o; but I hope you will not tI1ere ... fore throw aside my book., ·which is written solely with a view to your pleasure and profit. So long a-s you fiud yourself en--­tertained with what I shall relate., it ·does not signify to you., how., or ·where., or when I learned to write .. Perhaps I had a fairy for my friend., who gave me. these facul-· tie-s by touching n1c with. her ma-. gic Wilf'ldr 
Since then., we are likely to rc­n1ain in the dark as to this matter., I shall cease thinking of it., and I desir.e the reader will do so like­vvi.-e., while I beg:in and pursue my I1istor y like a learned fly. And ·why not a learnedjly., as ,ve11 as a karned horse., a learned pig., 01· a sagacious goose ? 

- ,. 



TnE first ti1ne I re1nem.ber to· 

have seen the light ,vas in the 

house of an en1iuent grocer in 

\,V estn1inster; here I found myself 

surroundecfby sweets) and rev~lled 

in luxury, foolishly 8U pposing·J that 

being· born to so plentiful an ii1-

he.ri tanceJ . I had no need to admit 

of any restraint upon n1y actioµs; 

that as it , 'as p1 in there would 

be alwa.ys Jiches) ( 1hat is sugar and 

other sweets) cnoug;h for a thou-
and such as 111~) I might: safely 

despi 'c; an.cl insult those of n1y 

fellow-flies , ·hon-,_ I saw confined 

to · hard an.d scanty fare in the 

houses of neighbouring· turners, 

ironn1011g;er ·J and other trad.es1ncn, 

in whose shops th co 1ld rarely 

find any thing th t ·w3,~ eatable. 

But] had not lived long· in this; 

manner) before I fotn1d th1t r;ch 0 s, 
a2 
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~o far from placing me beyond the reach of misfortune, were or­dained to be the punishment of n1y evil disposition. 

It happened one morning, tl.1at . having alighted on a pound of lio­ney, \vhi~h the grocer was weigh­ing out to a customer, I was so greeclil y intent upon indulging 1n y inten1perate appetite, that I did not perceive, till it was too late, that I "''as made a dose prisoner in the honey-pot, which was cover­ed down ,vith a stubborn piece of brown paper, and that again tiecl round with pacl thread. 
I no,v for the first time felt, that though born in afil uence, I was just as liable to the accidents of \ . 

J fe, and the changes of fortuue, -as 1 he meane~t of those flies, whose poorer birth or harder lot · I had affected to pity or to dcspi. e. 
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I larnented in very piteous_ strains 

the danger to which I was exposed 
by 1ny in1prudence and intemper­
ance; but I la1nented in vain; there 
was no possibility of escaping fron.1 
the vessel in which I was c_onfined; 
~nd here I remained great part of a 
whole day. 

In the.evening, however, I found 
I was to be taken out fro1n n1y 
unco1nfortable situation; but w he­
ther the chang·e might be for the 
better or not,, I did not kno.w ; but 
as I was ahnost suffocated where 
I w~s, I n~turally thoug·ht that no 
change £ould be for the worse i 
and joyful was I ·when I heard 
so~'D,ebody µntying· the packtb ·ea4 
which confined 1ne; but n1y joy 
was of short continuance, f. r w hl'1J 

the cover was ta.lien· off, and I tried 
to ~sc~pe, 1ny legs a1~d wings ·wen~ 

A3 
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bot.h so clammy., that I could· nei­
ther walk nor fly; but was taken 
o-y.t ln cJ, spoon by a child) ·who was 
10..:)king· q,npther W<!-Y while he <lid· 
jt) and in a moment pop was I in 
a cun of 1nilk and water! I crir<l . J. 

a~' loi.1d as I could: but the voice 
of a poor fly is sel~on1 much re­
garded) ~nd it was · lucky for the 
r~ader of this book that the next 
rninute had not l:iurricd me down 

. the throat pf .Jack~y Lm:fbook.­
.y es, reader., rny gqo~ fortuiic ( as 
it aftcnvar<ls proYe<l) b ¥-4 i!1tro­
duce<l me to a young worthy., 
whose character deservrs to b~ 
Jrnn<le<l down as a pattern to 1ate;, t 
post~rity. 

It happened fortunately form ) 
that w h de I was in thi s spoon, a1id 
on the road to rn,Y 4~~th., h e espied 
me ),,trug;g1ing for 1~1y l :bcrty a1;~ 
my life. v~ it.q the sweete~t look 
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of pity and benevolence (I shall 
never forg~t it ? ) he raised me 
,vith his pencil-case fro1n a ,vatery 
( or) to speak more truly) a milk 
and "vatery) grave. · · 

Dear) generous boy,! ;twas kind 
of thee; and 1nay'st thon never.i 
never, want a fr.iend to assist thee, 
if I-leaven should think fit to afflict 

. thee !-I thank thee for thy cha• 
ritv. · 

In this how:e I lived an agree­
ttble life enough) till one day) hav ... 
ing flown into the kitchen) I found 
the servant maid reading· a book 
at the time when I kne·w she ought 
to have been at work; 110w I ·was 
sensible this was ·wron~, and there­
fore ventured to give her a gentle 
hint by flying upon her nos , ·where 
I made such a buzzing, and such 
a, tickling;) th'.lt at last, in a rag;e, 
she clapped her hand upon 1 .. 1e, . 
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and vowed vengeance: My per .. 
250n was now in greate_r danger 
than it had ever been before; but 
I trusted in Providence., and she 
was diverted fron1 her revenge by 
hearing her 1nistress on the stairs: 
in a moment I was thrown one way 
and the book another; and before 
her mistress ·c-ame into the kitchen 5 
Betty was scrubbing away., as busy 
as a bee: 

Though I had ·been fortunat~ 
enough to escape once again fro m 
the perils and dangers w hicb are 
perpetually hanging over us., yet I 
thought it would not be amis,s to 
quit a place where I knew I had 
one enemy ; and therefore took an 
opportunity of settling upon the 
hat of a gentleman w 110 came to 
1he shop up~n some business., and., 
trusting· mys'e-lf to the direction of 
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chance, resolved to go ,vith him to 
his house, ·wherever it might he. 

CHAP. II. 

I ani introduced into the Fa1niiy of 
Si1· PETER PRIDE, Knight.-A 
very cu1·ious Account of his Son 
PETER. 

AFTER about _ a, quarter of an 
hour's journey, I found I ·was en­
tering· the door of a rich man; but 
this consideration gave me no sort 
of pride, . or extraordinary plea .. 
sure; for I had lived long enough 
to know, that goodness of heart 
does not always reside ,vith the 
rich and powerful. It was there ... 
fore still a chance how I 1night be 
acco1nmodated. 

Li two 1ninutes after _we had got 
in, the hat on ,vhich I ,vas laid as 
inug as could he, was hung· on a 
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brass hook pretty high in the room. 
From this exalted station, I had a 
perfect view of what was going 
forward. 

My new landlord~ I found, was 
Sir Peter Pride, knight; and his 
family consisted of a son and 

' daughter, the l~tter of whom was 
at a boarding-school; his lady was 
not Jiving. Upon these two chil­
dren; of who1n he was fond to an 

-excess, Sir Peter lavished many 
pounds more than were necessary, 
and which ought rather to have rc-­
Iieved the hard lot of the neigh· 
bouring poor. The son of this 
gentlen1an was named Peter, after 
his papa, and was truly what the 
world eall a spoiled child . He 
possessed hardly one quality that 
\vas laudable. ' 

That Peter might at least appeat 
to receive the education of a gen• 
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tlen1anJ his father had engaged 
p-~asters in the different -bra,nches 
of ~cience to attend hi1n at ho1ne; 
for he thought it beneath his son 
to mingle in thecompa~y oftrades-
1nen's s~ns at a co1ri:rµon schoot 
Now you shall hear liow 1nuch ,Pe-. 
tcr learned in the , ,veek when he 
fir st began Latin, 

On MoNDAY., about eleven 
-p'clockJ the Latin 1naster caine,. 
punctually to tbe time at ,vhich he 
~~"as ordered to attend. Peter:,, 
. owe-rcrJ hacl set up late on the 
~unda y ni~hf; a 1d therefore he w~s 
pot out of bed. The g·entlen1an 
who v;ras to teach hi1n Latin V.'as 
r equestcd to cc1ne again. He 
fan1e accordingly) but Peter ,vas 
~t dinner) and could not speak to 
him. A third tinw he ca1ne in tJi e 
~.ftcr n on J b, , t Pete>' ~vas riding on 
his rocki. ·g :-horscJ and desired the 
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:gentleman to be so good to corrie 
again to.-111orrow. · So passed 
MoNDAY . 

. TUESDAY morning) when his 
.1naster carne, Peter was catching 
flies; but this business ( though it 
.was one in which he took great de­
light) 1:_ie\yas pr~vailed on tQ leavcJ 
and Mr. Sernw :was introduced to 
him. As that gentleman entered 
_the room) Peter, in a very imper.,­
tinent manner, surveyed him from 
l1ead to foot then stari1-; g hjm full 
in the faceJ suddenly b-urst into ~ 
_laugh. Rude as this behaviour 
appeared) Mr. S.ermo ·wa~ kind 
enough to impute it to a lively, 
humorous disposition in bis pupil; 
but he did not then know so much 
of him as I diJ. 

They both sat down, anct ~Jtcr 
~ little talk byway of encouraging 
J:>eter, the ~~ntleman gaye him ~ 
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Bhort lesson., beginning-) (( A noun 
'( is the 11mne of a th1·ng." Peter., 
who long·ed n1ore for an opportu­
nity of raising a foolish laug·h than 
of profiting bj the lessons of his 
instructor., n1umbled the line se­
veral tin1es over., and at last) ·with 
an i1npuc.~nt . air., said., · (( What 
(( thing·) Sir!-· Pray is a noun the 
'( name of a ,vig ?''-Thegood-na-1 

· tnrccl Mr. Sc,rmo) tho' rather dis­
pleased at the liberty h.is pqpil took 
with him., yet overlooked it once 
n1ore) in hopes of his ainendment; 
but just as he wns intreati1ig· hiru 
to be a little serious with his les­
sonJ the- servant ca1ne into the 
room., and said the clancing-111as­
ter Vl'as belo\.Y. (' Oh) ol1.," said 
J> ct er., '' send h i1n up., sen cl hin1 
((up; I'll b~ , ,hiJ t if I don't ask 
(( J\!Ir. Lightfoot if he I-nows what 
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'" sort of a thing a noun i5 ? n The 
dancing-master no sooner entered 
the r6om, than Paer jun1ped up, 
a1:1d calling fqr hi~ dancing pumpsJ 

.told Mr. 8er11to, that he believed 
he had better defer the Latin till 
todnorrow. a And then," added 
he, · a I will-attack the ~i ,un frc~h 
;and fasting," Away went l\1r. 
Sermq; and so passed TuEsDAY. 

The ne:x:t morning, when Nir. 
Senno came, he ·was told · that 
IVIaster ])eter expected company, 

· and, as they were_ to stay to din­
ner, perhaps it .. would be as well 
to let alone the Latin'. that da. y. 
Thus went vYEDNESDAY. 

Half the ,veek was now gone, 
and nothing was done. I:owevcr., 
Mr. Senno attended on THURS­
DAY, and -agaia they sat down to 
the table. Peter began again with 
that unfortunate lesson) '"' A noun is 
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II/ 

a the 11a1ne o.f a tlling; arid all 
inight have gone on very ·well) and 
Peter in five minutes 1nignt have 
been wiser than he vras before; but 
it appeared as if fortune had deter­
mined to tire out the patience of 
this tutor. Sir Peter) it see1nsJ 
had pron1ised his son, that he 
should go that day with hi1n to see 
son1e fine sight-·what it was .I ne­
ver could learn. Just as Peter had 
settled hi1nself a little at his book., 
he unfortunate! y recollected, -that 
he had not put on his silk stock­
ings in the n1orning; a and that," 
'said he, '' Mr. Senno, you kno,v, 
" is not to be neglected on any ac­
,c cou~1-t; but it will not take 1ne 
'' three minutes just to change 1ny 
" stockings, and then I'll be with 
'( you a~tain." Mr. S ermo \-vaited 
a full hour, expecting the return 

B. 2 
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. .of his scholar.; and there he might 
have· waited till night if he had 
not ventured to ring a bell ·which 
hung in the room for calling the 
s'~rvants, and being informed by 

·the person who came up, that 
Master Peter and his papa had 
both been gone out for some time. 
Away. went Mr . S_ermo, . and so 
went THURSDAY. 

FRIDAY came, and with it ca1ne . 
the learned· Mr. Sermo. Peterr 
made a sort of an apology ( but it 
. was a very lame one) for having · 
'left his master in the lurch the 
day before; but concluded with 
saying., '( Sir, my papa is of opi­
"' nion, that., as I have a sort of a 
c, head-ache io-day., it may hurt 
" me to study; and so l1e has ~iven 
F me leave to amuse myself by 
':' painting and cutting out little 
" pictures, See, Sir) I'll shew 
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" thetn ·all to you. Pray) Sir) are 
" you any hand at cutting out ? " 
The tutor smiled at his folly; but 
seeing very plainly that it would 
be in vain fo say any thing; in con­
tradiction to his intentions) he went 
away. Thus passed FRIDAY. 

· 1Vhen IVIr . Senno came the next 
day) he found that the servants 
,vere busy in cleaning the house ; 
and not being ::tb le to get. to the 
roon1, for pails of water) and 
1nops) and brushes) he asked to 
see Sir Peter. Sir Peter saw him· 
and told himJ as SATURD _\y was 
but au odd day) aud that every 
B"hoolboy had a half holiday on a 
SATURDAY; he thoug·ht they n1ight 
postpone the Latin till MoNDAY. 

l\Ir. Senno, finding· that J\1aster 
Peter ·wa.s not likely to do hin1 
n1uch credit as a scholar) beg·ged 

. B3 
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I.eave· to decline the ·o,ffice of in­
structing him., 1;1,nd took his l@ave, , 
,and., perching upon the hat which 
I knew covered a wise hea_d~ away 
.I went, heartily displease~ wiUl 
Jhe fa1nily -<?f the Prtde,s ! 

CHAP. IIL · 

Characters in h1.tinble life 
delineated. 

MR. Sernw no,v went ho1ne to 
]lis own house., where., when we ar­
rived, as I say{ thfl,t t.her~ were nQ 
children, I thought I should have 
few opportunities for observation: 
_and as it was not my wish to lead 

_ an useless i~le life, I flew upon the 
shoulder of a wpmarrwho had been 

·1iemployed in assisting the servant 
that day; ancl by thi~ cpn' eyancc 
J was carried to a neigh bonriug · 
c_handl~r's shop1 where hearing t~1~ . 
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voice- of children, I determined· to · 
take up my abode. According·ly, 
winging 1n yflightinto aback-roo1n, 
.I lighted on a chimney piece. 
llere I re1nained to learn the dis-
positions of the younger part of the 
farnil y, corn;;isti11g· of tvvo little 
girls, as opposite in their te1npers 
as good is fro1n bad, .,. 

Sal!y, the elder, ,vas a ,pei;C 
saucy, ind·olent, untoward girl, and 
often provoked her poor mother to 
wish she had never been born. 
Incle d, · it has been· thought, that 
she would have been the means of 
bre~4.ing the good ,von1an 's heart., 
had not her affiiction been in a 

.great · lJ1e_asure aJleviated by the 
dutiful, diligJ!nt, and engaging bc­
l_1aviour of the younger, , ho \V&S 

called Kitt_y; a.n,d who ·was some- · 
times serviceabfo ·n checking· tlw 
1es.ig·ns cf Scrlly; O~'er . r}10111 it i~ 
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but justice to say., she had more 
influence than any body else. 
This I had soon occasion to be 
convinced ·was the case ; and as I 
owe my life to the circu1nstance., 
I cannot pass over the matter very 
slightly. It happened as follows: 

I . ha.d been a1nong th c1u two 
clays., during which time, 1hough I 

_ l1ad the whole r~ng·e of the shop) 
and hc,1ve often been present at the 
opening· of the barley sugar) and 
other su ch· articles of tc1nptation., 
yet I kept n1yseif honest) in every 
sense of the word., subsisting· 1nere­
ly upon the cnnnbs which lay 
about the counter and the floor. 
On tl1e third (1.. y., w11ilc I was se­
riously attentive in making re­
n1arks on these two little folks., I 
,vas suddcnl y sci:ted iu the relent­
less gripe of a spider) the dc!'fa red 
foe to all our nu:e. The kind-
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hearted J(itty sa,Y the transaction., 
an l instantly set n1e 'free. 

At this mo1nent I found myself 
happily restor_ed to liberty; anq 
after hu1n1ning· a tune of gratitude 
around 1ny charn1ing deliverer, I 
flew away fr01n the house. .. 

CHAP. V. 

AbsolutcZu necessar,y to be read bLlJ 
all who say tlzei,~ prayers reg'll­

larl.lJ as th(1J ought_,: and who 
wish to be inf armed why they do 
so. 

IT was not many n1inutes before 
I found means to obtain footing· 
in a nevv family. This was l'\1r. 
Jones' s family, \,vbich ·was pretty 
large; but as I desjgneu this work 

chiefly for the perus:il and b"'nefit 
of the smaller part of the world., 
l was 111ost particular in my aHcn-
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·/t~( -.. , \.,,. so 
:.,-"r· ~ . 

«-t whq~,~~}:e the world) and every 
er thi1:tJ~a~ is in the __ .wo1: Id ; who j 
cc by e ,, ·--~--~_atnes. of 111s power, 
" contI ~ · 'I""~#pp-ortsit) and t.Y.ith-

. Hout wh "·e support it would fall 
cc to pieces3 ~_nd ,be then cru1nbled 
H in dust. ·So great is his power, 

:r The -u;isdo11i of God is no less 
H agtonishingtnan what l hn:ve toJd 
<( you of his power. As h<~ sits 
cc upon his tlirone in lleaven, he 
"" can see at , one momcut all the 
"" inhabitants of the world; nay, 
u what is still 1nore wonderful, 
« thougl1 not less true.., ?Lt the same 
« time he see5 their pe·~sons, he 
'" sees aJso their very hearts, and 
" knows the most secret thoug}1ts 
H tLa.t -pass i.1 their minds. The 
u goccl il oug·hts and actions of 
H men he will reward g·lorio rnly 
'~ after they die, . and the bad will 
"a:jsurcJly rr.eet ·with his anger 
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" and punishment. VVhen we know 
f' this., a_nd at the s-ame ti1ne know 

"the greatness of his power., . how 
a shall we dare to do a naug~hty 
." action., or even to thipk an evil 
"thought?, 

" rrhat the world n1ight not do 
'' evil through ignorance of right 
<< or wrong., _he ca.usec;I. a book to 

"be ··written soon after the "vorld 
" was 1nac1c., which every one 
'' should be able to read., and by 
" readi:1g· shou·ld ke.ow v1hat they 
" 1nust do to gain his favpur., and 
"v-1hat they 0_1ght not to do., for 
_,< fca r - of incurring his dreadful 
" <J ng;er. 

'' .,i'his book is called the Ho1y 
" - BIBLE-Holy., as being the gift 
a of God to in~truct the ~ahabi­

." tants of the earth. In this ex­
'- ccllent and er.tertaining book 

e 
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" you shall read> my dear> as soon 
H as you are a little further ad­
" vanced at school. a y such discourse in a few short 
minutes did Mrs. Jones acquaint 
her young daug·hter with a matter 

_of the highest importance in life; 
and by enlarging upon it at differ­
ent tin1es> as she found her little 
capacity increase> ·she formed her 
mind to such a habit of goodness., 
as ·wilt I doubt not rend~r lJer 
ever happy in herself., and belovecl, 
by het friends and acquaintanc~ 
as long as she lives. 

CHAP. VI. 

S0111,e Account of a Breaking-up._ 
I HAD seen> as the reader 

knows, many very different cha-. 
racters in the course of 1n y past 
life; but ( as will alw~ys be the 
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-case of folks who are desirous of 
becoming wise ( then1ore I learned, 
still the 1110rc. did I wish to learn, 
and to increa$e 1ny stock of know­
ledge. 

Aga~n winging my flight, in a 
few 1n1nutes I perched on the 
shoulder of Ma t r Alatiher.v J.vlar ... 
·vcl, who, with his friend and 
school-fi'.)llov", Jackcy Jumper, I 
fouua were procecdin~~; to school, 
fnll 4ress d, and in lugh gle ') to 
ele~ra.te a hrca.king-u p fo1· the 

holidays. 
"\Vh · n we ca.me ,vithin a fe,v 

yard of the scbooJ, ·we were sn.­
_lut cl, not by a voll y of vulo·al' 
huiza,, but in a n1odest and re ... 
ppcct.fn), yet hecrful n1aime1, by 
a young g ntl nan who, as I a.f:. 
t 'nvards fopnd) w ~ s at the he~d of 
the school in lea .. ·t in~) thoug·h not 

, 
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indeed in age, for there were many 
silly dunces older by some years 
tha1~ Master Merit, I-le appeared 
dressed in a suit of scarlet., with a 
handsome bl~e satin riband over 
his shoulder) which crossed his 
breast ; from the middle of this 
Tiband hung a silver medat which 
he had obtained from Mr. Wise­
rnan, his school--n1aster, as a prize 
.for his extraordinary diligence and 
attention to his learning. On his 
head he wore a superb crown; this 
was a plume of the mingled fea­
thers of a peacock and those of 
an ostrich, enclosed in_ a circular 
rim of gold wire., finely wrought, 
having a silver plate in front, on 
which ·was engTaven this motto : 
tQ><-0->-<Q>tQ>tQ,l<?"><-0->t.?>tQ,<Q>tQ,t.o-,<&-,~ 

t T HE HONOURABLJi> REWARD OF t 
LEARNING AND VIRTUE. 

§ § 
tQ,r.Q-,v.:;ht-0,•..Qit.Q)«:7',0,!Q>!Q>'-00-0'"> ~ 
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In his hand he carried a wand ot 
ebony tipt with silver., whiclJ it 
seems was intended to denote hin1 
master of the cere1nonies. 

Such was the dress and such 
the character of l\1aster :J.1;1erit; 
and 1nany of my readers will., no 
doubt regret that they did not be­
long to a school where 1nerit re­
ceived so amply its reward. 
. B ythis young gentle1nan we were 
introduced to the assen1bly., where 
my companions received the CQn-­

gratulations of 1\'Ir. TVisema·n., ,. ho 
presented them with a slice of 
plum-cake and a glass of wine. 

"\Vhen th 0 company was seated, 
· some young ladies., who were pre­
sent as visitors., sang sweetly to 
the music of a flute played by 
Master Lot'ewc~l; after this., Mas­
ter Airy., a young gentlc1nan of 

c3 
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only seven years o.f .. ag·e) danced 
a hornpipe) to the adn1iration of 
all who were present. · . 

After this, I left this little happy 
con1pany . to themselves, and 111 
s 0 1irch ·or new adver1tures flew 
away. * * * * * 
* * * * * * 

(;HAP. VII. 

Conclusion b,y the Editor in a 
Drewm. 

"\V ITU the foregoing \Vords, 
the Life and Adventures of our 
:Fl, conclude. 

iiaving carefully and attentively_ 
perused the history which the rea ... 
der 11a.s now goue through, I sat 
dQwn serious} y to reflect on the 
di.ffc-rent 1nn.tters rccor<lctl in it. 

Ia doing this, howe....-cr) I wa~ 
Q,·rrtaken ,•,itl1 z. hcavi11ess) ·whi<:h 

,. 
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soon and insensibly ,threw "tne into --
a slumber. Those things ·which 
h~d so long· occupied 11Jy waking 
tpought~J novv presented them:-

-s~l-vesJ in various a11d stroµg lights, 
to 1n v , 1nind in a Dremn; which v ' 

dream) tho~1gh it had s01ne of 
those extravagc_1,ncies whi.ch co1n­
lJrnnly make up drearnsJ and for. 
vi'l1ich philosophers ha. ve never 
µeen ~ble satisfactorily to ~cc.9_~nt; 

· yctJ as it se~~1~d to p9ve - s~1ne 
connection with the subj~cts wli.1c~1 
have been treated on in the fore- ' 
going· pages) I n1ust Jield to the 
~mpulse of n1y heart) and relate 
it to the litfle reader. 

THE DllEA:'..\I. 

I L10ught that I ~ayvJ in passing 
through one of th~ streets which 
lead {o the city) a poor man in the 
pands of an officer 9f justice1 V!h~ 
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was taking him; regardless of his 
prayers and intreaties., to the co1n-,­
mon gaol.-cr Wh~t injury.," said 
I to the officer., ,c has this poor 
" man _d,one to you, 1ny friend., 
,_, that you should use him thus 
cc hardly." 

cc Done! ijl.ess you., Master., 
" he has done nothing to 1ne : he 
~· owes money., Master; and 1nore 
" money than the rags would fetch 
a which hang upon himself., his 
" wife., and children., if we were 
" to strip them to the skin.-" 

,c And is it possible.," said a gen-::­
teel young man in black., who h~4 
overheard what had passed, '' is it 
" possible that ciny one can be so 
c. inhuman as to tear ~ poor man 
" from his wife 4nd children., and 
'' that wife and . those childrcrt 
'' perhaps naked., and perishing 
~, for want of food., ~nd to thr<nv 
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<• him into a dungeon) where he 

_ u may die an(! 1;ot unpitied and 
'' unknown !-\Vill .is death) and 
'' the 1niserable groans of the poor 
« man's ·helpless farn-ily., ·p~y the · 
"debt, or will theysa·tis(ythe 1ner­
« ciless creditor ?-Who is your 
« creditor ? " said he to the poor 
n1an; « and hovv much is the <lebt 
« that is to deprive you perhaps of 
" liberty and life ?"-a My c.redi­
" tor.," said he., '' is my landlord; 
« n1isf ortunes ~ ich no man OO\lld 
(( foresee., and losses which a poor 
« labouring· man ,COW;d not sRori' 
« repair., obliged me to let.my 'r.e11t 
" run on till it came to a Jea(s 
"' 111oney., :v:_hic.h., though 1ny family 
« and 111 yself have used all honest 
'' i..neans to ean1 and to sa v~ for 
'' him., ·we have not been able to 
".q,C.Complish; and therefore he 
" has arrested 1ne depri vino· me • ., b 
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1H by these means of all povver ever ' 
'" to pay the debt-: thoug·h God 
u knows.," added he., w·eeping· bit­
terly., '' that I would work till my 
" fl~sh dropped from my bones, 
H sooner than any man should lose 
"'his right." 

" Well.," said the young gentle­
man., " suffer your prisoner to ~o 
"' ho1ne to his family., and I will 
" satisfy his creditor., and repay 
" your trouble."-'' yVhere do you 
~' live., good 1na ... ~ ?" said he., turn­
ing to the poor debtor .-The poor 
man's heart ·was full of gratitude­
he wept., but could not utter a 
word. 

'' I.,ll shew you.,"sa~d the officer, 
« if you'll be so kind, Sir., as to 
" look into their little affairs.­
" God Almig-htyJ l'n1 sure., will 
"never let you want a friencl."-

Methought I now followed them., 
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resolving to see the virtue of cha­rity displayed in all its beauty. As we walked, we ca1ne near to a brickla.yer's labourer., leaning pen­siYely upon his hod of n1ortar. I observed that he wept, though he took so1ne pains to ronceal it. Cuiiosity ( perhaps a nobler 1no ... tive., coin passion) induced ine to steiJ aside to inquire the cause that could so 1m1nan one whose pro­fession see1ncd to imply hardships and dangers, 

,v Alas, Sir ! " said the man, u you ,vill., perhaps, hardly be­,, lieve me., when I tell you that I 

' 

« was born to a plentif u} inheri- , " tance., and b:red up in an unli-" mited indulgence by a fond but " mistaken father. 
" Incredible as it may seem, " Sir., I am the son of the late Si.r " Peter Pride., Knight. 

l 
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'' My father, Sir, either by mis-­

cc fortunes, or by - imp_rudence, 

" which it does not become me to 

" reflect on now he is no more, 

"lost all his property, and was led 

"by dis action· to fly from his 

"friends and country, leaving me 

"and a sister wholly unprovided 

" for., and ignorant of any re­

" sources." 
''" Pqor man," said 1-( and I 

ad1niuistered comfort to his afiiict­

ed heart )-so true is the saying 

( thought I, as I left him ) that 

"Pride will surely 1neet its fall ." 

FIXI • 

Dunne and Deans, Printer , 

44,, Hart :tr et, Covcut Carden. 
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