
r nd Toronto, Dec 2 , 1850 

To the Standing Committee on the affairs of the Market Block. 

Gentlemen, 
I have the honor to present the following Report 

upon the state of the City Hall with the view of its undergoing a 
thorough repair. 

First it will. be necessary to remove the cupola, 
make good the Rafters, and Tin the Roof; repair all the Doors and 
Windows throughout the Building, piecing such as have shrunk, to 
erect scaffolding and rake out the mortar joints between the brick­
work, colour do~m the North, East and West fronts of the centre 
Building and uings and well tuck point the same in a masterly man­
ner, clean down all the woodwork inside and out and paint the same 
twice over with such plain colours as shall be chosen, the Doors 
and Sashes to be grained Oak in the best manner and twice varnish­
ed, the outside Cornices and Window dressings should be painted 
two coats Stone colour. 

The old Police Station and Lock up rooms are in a 
very bad state; certain portions of the floor should be taken up, 
the cespools [si~ of the Water-closets emptied and fresh slacked 
lime spread upon the earth two inches thick at least, the floor 
might then be nailed down again. As there is sufficient height of 
Ceiling it would be advisable to lay another floor and joists upon 
the present one, taking care to have proper air holes left to ad­
mit fre~ air between the two floors; to ensure more perfect ven­
tilatio ·t would be better to take the present Cellar under the 
Police ourt into the Police Station and continue the new floor 
throughout as shewn on Section No.5, and on the margin of Plan No.3, 
by fixing Iron gratings in the two Doorways under the said floor· 
leading to the centre archway it would be thoroughly ventilated; 
the two large circular headed windows which rise above the white 
Brick paving in the Market will give a cheerful light into the 
Station, a small flight of stairs should be formed from the west 
side of this room into the Courtroom above, by which the prison­
ers could be brought from the lock up rooms direct into the Court, 
without going into the Street as at present. When the new Shops 
are erected on the East and West of the centre Building it will be 
found very inconvenient to go up and down the small flight of Stone 
steps under the present portico, I would therefore recotllllend that 
the whole be removed and the steps constructed inside as shewn on 
Plan llo.3 and Section No.5, and the present areas filled up except 
the ventilators as shewn by Fig.l & 2, Plan Nos.3 & 5, a Policeman 
could always be on duty at the right hand side of the entrance 
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Doors, the Staircase leading to the Station to be on the left 
hand on entering. A lobby should be formed to lead into the 
Police Court, with two green baize Doors entering on the side, 
instead of in front as at present, a passage to be formed from 
the Stairs into the South room or new Police Station, and the 
front to be used as another lock up room, the whole of these 
rooms could be warmed by a descending flue of Brick cased with 
Sheet Iron passing round the rooms and into the Cbimnies. 

Descriptions of the various Plans. 

Plan No.l has two Elevations, one as the Building appears at 
present, the other with the Wings improved by 3 Butchers Stalls 
on each side of the centre Building and a covered way, similar 
to that now constructing outside the new Arcade, down the East 
and West sides of the old Stalls, by which means persons could 
go all round the Market under cover, the small portico is re­
moved and a handsome cut stone colonnade substituted and the 
roof hid by a handsome Iron panelling; the Doors are to open 
outwards and the Staircases to be formed as shewn on Plan No.3 
and Section No.5; by this Plan the mezzanine story would not be 
interfered with, except, by taking out the small Windows and 
substituting larger ones, the fronts could be brought out to 
the line of the centre Building, the first Door on each side of 
the centre Building leads to the present Staircases which would 
not be removed, all the Offices would then remain as at present. 

The cost of this work would be about £1057.0.0 
On the margin of this Plan is shewn Brick 

and Stone Vaults under the present sidepath, 
each range of vaults are divided into three 
parts or they can be left in one or two. 

Cost of Vaults 
Estimate of repairs, Tuckpointing &. 

400.0.0 
430.0.0 

£1887.0.0 

Flan Ho.2 shews the centre Building as at present, with the ex­
ception of Painting and repairs. The three Shops on each side 
have handsome cut stone pilasters, frieze, cornice, Consoles and 
Urns with handsome Cast Ironwork, a slight difference is made in 
the Designs on the East and West, either of which could be Erec­
ted at the same cost, those on the East have a Door and Two Win­
dows to each, those on the West have a Door and one Window to 
each. The old portico with the small flight of steps at the ent-
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ranee ot the centre Building would not accord with the new 
fronts, therefore I have cade a Design for a new portico on 
the margin of this Plan, consisting of two extra Columns with 
pedestals, pilasters, & Cornice to correspond with the pres­
ent portico, the[ ? ]surmounted by the City Arms in bold re­
lief carved in Stone. 

The cost of completing these works would be about 
Estimate of repairs, Tuckpointing, &. 

£902.0.0 
430.0.0 

£1332.0.0 

Plan No.3 shews the centre Building altered by removing the 
small portico and substituting a plain four column one with 
Tin roof complete, the Door is also altered and made to open 
outwards, the entrance steps are shewn on the ground Plan 
underneath, also on Plan No.5 

The three Shops on each side of 
the centre Building are to be erected with elaborate cut Stone­
work supported by cut Stone pilasters and Cast Iron Columns 
with wrought Iron cradle bars, to have cast metal Sashes and 
German plate Glass, the underside of the Stallboards are filled 
in with handsome cast Iron panels, the East & West corner Shops 
do not go through but have two Staircases erected between the 
present boundary wall of the Butchers Stalls. The East & West 
ends have outside Doors leading to the rooms in the upper Stor­
ies and can be let separate from the front Shops if required. 
In the rear of the four Shops which go through there is a neat 
Shop front of· wood to each under the covered way Mr. Hill has 
contracted for. The walls and Chimnies are supported upon Cast 
Iron Columns. A sketch for another centre portico with a carved 
figure of Justice is shewn on the margin, also a basement Plan 
of the Police Station, Bedrooms, Lock up room, & &. 
The cost of constructing these works complete 

would be about 
Estimate of repairs, Tuck pointing,&. 

£1532.0.0 
4g0.0.0 

Z19 2.0.0 

Plan No.4. The centre Building is not altered, but simply 
repaired and pointed. The whole of the fronts of the two wings 
are taken out up to the underside of the Brick String course 
and supported by breastsummers and story posts, each story post 
let into Cast Iron boxes, part of the Chimnies are also to be 
cut away and supported by Cast Iron Columns, each Shop to have 
a plain front of wood next the Market. The North front to be 
constructed of cut Stone with handsome carved cornices, pilast­
ers and double frieze with ornamental Sashes and frames of hard 



wood, glazed with German plate Glass, to have handsome Cast 
Iron pilasters with ornamental Iron panels under the Stall­
boards. The roof to be hipped and Tinned in the best manner, 
the space between the two cornices to be filled in with white 
Bricks, Tuck pointed to correspond with the other work. A 
small Staircase to be formed in each Shop to the upper Store­
room, and trap Doors and Step Ladders to be formed in the Shop 
floors from do. into the cellars if required. 

The cost of Erecting these works according 
to this Plan would be about £1136.0.0 

4g0.0.0 
£15 6.0.0 

Estimate of repairs, Tuck pointing,&. 

Plan No.5 shews one section of the Building as it is at pres­
ent and another as referred to in the former part of this Re­
port, it also shews the alteration of the Staircases in the 
centre Building and the space left between the two floors for 
ventilating the Police Station. This Plan also shews the Mezz­
anine Story which can be made to suit either of the Elevations. 

All of which is most respectfully 
submitted by 
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Your Hble Obdt Servt 
signed John G. Howard 

City S~rveyor 
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