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PREFACE. |
e, |
My Drar BAIRNS, |

In these books, which I bring out to please you every month,
I always try to get something different every time. Sometimes
I tell you fairy stories, sometimes tales from history, sometimes
poetry, sometimes romance, and at other times serious narratives
from the Bible. But every now and then it is well to bring out
books which will make you laugh. A good funny story with comical
pictures, which will make you laugh when you read it, and laugh
when you show it to your father and mother, and laugh when
you are all by yourself as you remember it, that is a good kind
of book which I am always delighted to bring out as a “ Book
for the Bairns.” l

I wanted to give you the adventures of Peter Struwwelpeter, ‘
but the people to whom it belongs did not like having it published
in a penny edition. But I have come upon another book, quite
as comical as Struwwelpeter, which the publishers, Messrs.
Sampson Low, Marston & Co., have been so kind as to give me
permission to print for my Bairns. This book was called “ A
Bushel of Merry Thoughts”; the pictures were drawn by a clever
German, and the rhymes written by an Englishman, Mr. Rogers,
who is now no longer amongst us.

I hope you will like it as much as I do. It is very comical.
It made me laugh very much, and T hope it will make you laugh
algo, and that you will lend it to your brothers and sisters and
school-fellows, and see if it makes them laugh. If it does not, I
am afraid there must be something wrong with them somewhere,
for the stories are all very humorous, and the pictures are very

funny.
W. T. STEAD.



INTRODUCTION

THE NAUGHTY BOYS OF CORINTH.

THE LIFE OF DIOGENES.

In case the following little story should

In some respects be hardly understood,

T’d better tell my readers, if they please,
Something about this quaint Diogenes.

Well then, above two thousand years ago

Our sage was nurtured in a town you know,
Which towards the Black Sea stretches long and slopey,
Famous for dates and dirt, and named Sinope.
When young, I'm pained to say, he wasn’t honest,
And from his native town he soon was non st ;
And getting off to Athens, where he hid,

He next began to do as Athens did—

I mean, he learned philosophy by rule

At old Antisthenes’s grammar-school.

When in his philosophic syntax grounded,

He went to Corinth, where bad boys abounded,
And nothing ever could be spoken trulier

Than that, once there, his manners grew peculiar
For instance, as some narratives disclose,

He'd often go about without his clothes ;
Whereupon the little boys would hoot and laugh,
And tease him with their rich Corinthian chaff.
He called himself a “ Cynic " (which I can
Briefly describe as ¢ dog-in-manger ” man),

Ate his beef raw. with garlic and such greenery,
And never had his hair brushed by machinery.
Ere eve approached, it was his caustic whim

To carry a great lantern out with him ;

And when asked what he meant by such a pian,
He'd say, < I'm looking for an honest man.”

But his idea—the most intensely funny—

Was that he didn’t see the use of money ;

And having none himself, mind—there’s the rub !—
He saved his rent by living in a tub.
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ing at his ease,
Diogenes

Safe in his tub, reflectin
Out in the sunshine lies



5

THE NAUGHTY BOYS OF CORINTH.
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A ﬁaughty little rogue who finds him there
Calls to a friend of his the fun to share.
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hands together rub,

the boys their
krock with saucy knuckles at the tub.

b

ed

Arriv
.'“3 L’d



THE NAUGHTY BOYS OF CORINTH. 7

A

NN

.

e

iy,

Diogenes, on hearing such a clatter,
Out of his tub cries, ¢ Now, then! what’s the matter?”



B

THE NAUGHTY BOYS OF CORINTH.

o=

||

e

The boy that wears the Trojan cap and skirt

Off in a jiffey runs to fetch his sq
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gelles appears.

Splashed through the bung-hole now from toes to ears,

Like a drowned rat Dio
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THE NAUGHTY BOYS OF CORINTH.

the tub along the ground.
hero, but the tub goes round.

y push

This time the

«« Halt!” cries our
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“That’s what it’s come to,” quietly he said ;
And back the Cynic tubbed himself to bed.,

MORAL.

Never a philosophic hermit snub :

Don’t interfere with some one else’s tub s

Wear caps—not Trojan—fit for modern ages,

And use your squirts for shrubberies, not for sages.
In nail hooks never get your clothes entangled,

Or you, like these Corinthians, may be mangled,
And when assailed by boys, however wildly,

Act like Diogenes, and take it mildly.
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THE CAT AND THE MOUSE.
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: SCENE: THE KITCHEN. :
= 7o the keft a Mouse-hole : to the right a Boot-lole. A Pump. A Clothes-prop supporting a 7 ;_—:
=S Pair of Trousers. A Lantern and a Blacking-pot F
=9 Sis
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¢ JONG LIVE THE GLORIOUS BOOT THAT WAXNTED MENDING !”
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o make & quiet meal off candle-ends,

A mouse her way towards the lantern
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But Pussy sees—springs—jumps—and then, alas !
She misees Tiny, but she breaks the glass.
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The clothes-prop now the mouse takes refuge at,
And running up, still hunted by the cast,
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Makes a diversion through the trousers, hollow,
And Puss on no account forgets to follow.
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THE CAT AND THE MOUSE.

Then down they come, all better fortune lacking,
First mouse, then cat, head foremost in the blacking,



THE CAT AND THE MOUSE.

The mouse emerges, looking like a nigger—

Puss looking very much the same, but big
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end that creature’s gambols ”’—

our Tiny scrambles,

11

haste
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Into & boot, post-
And Pussy thinks
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Not for an instant reckoning, you know,
That sometimes boots want mending at the toe.
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in rushed the cat—

At least, this far, but forced to stop at that.

’

Out through the hole rushed mouse
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With head stuck fast she wildly leaps about,
She can’t get in, still less can she get out.
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The Cook and Johnny coming in exclaim,

“See! here’s a most extraordinary game.”

‘ What in the world’s the matter? Took, my lad !
The cat and boot have both gone rattling mad.”

“ Let’s hoist her out.” says Johnny ; ‘“ Right,” says she;
And though they pulled as hard as hard could be—
Johnny and Cook—it took an hour at least

Before the wretched creature was released.
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Smash in the lantern falls the Cook, all hot ;
Splash goes our Johnny in the blacking-pot ;
And as they lie in their amazement thers,
Don’t they just make an interesting pair ?

Released at last, the cat attempts to go,
But fate determines it shall not be so,
- And Puss is doomed to one misfortune more—
Namely, a squeezing in the kitchen door.
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Now all the rescued Mouse’s brothers, cousins,
Aunts, uncles, dance around the boot by dozens,
Singing a song with this appropriate ending,

“ Long live the glorious boot that wanted mending !

MORAL.

Well, children, I suppose that we shall quarrel

If to my story I don't tag a moral ;

So here it is : that nothing is so rich in

Mishaps as having an untidy kitchen.

Lanterns should rather be on shelves than floors,
And trousers never should be dried indoors.

Don’t leave the blacking-pot too near your clothes,
And keep your boots well mended at the toes.
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« Now, children,” said the mother, “ mind, be good,
And promise me you won’t go near the wood.”
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They promise, but when, soon, a hare in view
Bnters the wood, alas! they enter 00,
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Now strolling joyous 'neath the greenwood tree,
Hands joined, it isn't long before they ses

A trap supplied with sugar-bread within,
Constructed to decoy small children in.

The bait attracts, for nothing, as I've read,

Tempts little boys and girls like sugar-bread.

They snatch, and what in the wide world more odd is
Than the trap tumbling on their little bodies.
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The hare looks on, and watches in dismay
The children by two Ogres dragged away.

He takes the boy, she takes the girl,

One by the breech, the other by the curl.

When on their plump cheeks the Ogre looked,
’ He cried, “ Now let these little dears be cooked.”

He wife, imbued with just the same desire,
To boil the babes made up a roaring fire.
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The bloated ruffian to the table sits,
Longing to chop his relish into bits ;
While the bad wife, his dinner to prepare,
Seizes the Little Darling by her hair.

But Little Darling’s brother thought and said,

« TPwere better some one should be boiled instead,”
So from his cage the youthful hero got,

And tipped the bad wife plump into the pot.
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The Ogre, hoping still for signs of life,

With a great prong forked out his wicked wife ;
While at the same time the children fed

With gusto on their favourite sugar-bread.
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The hungry Ogre now, with sharpened knife,
Rushes to take the little creatures’ life,

They, seeking refuge from his murderous rage.
In their uncomfortable baby cage.
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Now, baby cages always have, youll find,

One door in front, another door behind,
Which proved a Godsend to these little chicks,
But put the greedy Ogre in a fix.
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For now they plan a way to help each other—
Darling this side, the other side the brother—
How hard they push you’ll see upon this page,
Till safe the Ogre’s bolted in the cage.
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verturns, their only wish is
1l be well digested by the fishes.

And, as he o
That he
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“The Children in the Wood.”

Think how delighted were they when they

Bs now once more
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But what they got at home I won’t express,
But rather leave my little friends to guess.

J')

MORAL.

Unless you have permission first, be good,
And, hare or no hare, don’t go near the wood.
When once in tlouble don’t give way to fits
Of nervous helplessness, but use your wits ;

For if these little ones had merely holloaed
And screamed for help, by this time they’d been swallowed.
Mind that you never let me hear it said

You set your hearts too much on sugar-bread ;
For the big Ogre all his time employs

In looking out for greedy girls and boys.

And now, my dears, as I must end my rhyme,
Good- bye- another tale another time,
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Fuel was scarce, the weather icy cold ;

Who could do more than nurse the fire and scold ?
Who'd venture out ? Why, much against the rule,
Peter must, and needs go skating on the pool.
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ICE-PETER
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The very rooks dropped frozen from the trees.

Imagine if it did or did not freeze—
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‘““ And s0,” a sportsrnan said, along the way,
“ Peter, don’t think of going there to-day.”
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»Twould warn the wise ; but what does Peter care ?

Obstinate boy, he meets a frozen hare—
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Off to the ice he goes, and all alone,
To put his skates on sits upon a stone.
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Now, sitting down is plain enough, of course,

But getting up’s a different-coloured horse,
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And if you look upon this page you’ll find
Peter left part of his costume behind.
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Ice his idolatry and ice his soul,

Onward he rushed and fell into a hole.
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ICE-PETER.

But by judicious twisting, in a trice,
Out of the water he regained the ice.



ICE-PETER.

But Peter now with water drips and drips,
Icicles start from all his finger-tips.
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Icicles hang from his exuberant nose,
And point like daggers from his frosty clothes.
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Drip! and then comes the ice. Drip! Ice again,
Till all contending struggles are in vain.

The ice-bound lad at last presents a fine
Resemblance to a frozen porcupine.
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Just as the anxious mother cries, ¢¢ Dear me !
Good gracious, Pa! where can poor Peter be?”
The sportsman brings the news—not over nice—
« Your precious boy’s gone skating on the ice.”
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The father starts to seek his boy astray ;
While the rough sportsman leads the wintry way.
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And soon they recognize with fear and loathing
Stuck to the stone a part of Peter’s clothing,
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At the next step, lo! Peter’s self appears,

One mass of prickly icicles and spears ;

The father then, with mingled grief and joy,
With his broad axe cuts out the spiky boy.

One takes his foot, the other takes his head,
And off they carry him with slippery tread,

The father saying, as they homeward roam,

‘“ The best thing we can do’s to take him home.”
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As in the house, with cautious steps they bear

The mother’s darling and the father’s heir,

The sportsman hints in language somewhat broad,

““ He’s been a good while froze, it's time he thawed!"’
Pa and the sportsman now their pipes enjoy—
Warmth must, they think, resuscitate the boy ;

And fancy what delight the parents felt

When at the stove their son began to melt.
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But Peter too much melted—dire mishap !

Got to the soft consistency of pap.

So each fond parent, as the only plan,

Scooped up the mollient Peter in a pan ;

And lastly, in the well-stocked cupboard, where
Preserves are kept in pots of earthenware,

One jar, which most the curious fancy tickles,
Is PETER stored among the jams and pickles !
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ADVERTISEMENTS,

Edited by W. T. STEAD.

The Educational Review says of ‘* The Penny Poets,” with special reference to
Nos. 49, 54, 56, 63, and 64, used in all up-to-date schools :—

““That modern discovery, the omnipotent penny, has never done anything more
remarkable in the way of making good literature almost as free as light and air
than when it placed before the public the remarkable series of penny editions of
which ¢The Penny Poets’ form a division by themselves. Five books of that
division occur in our present grouping of new and recent school readers. They are
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very welcome.
school and many a home.

They and their companions have done good service in many s
And they deserve to go farther yet.
and capable work has been put into the compiling and editing of them; and, in

Good, honest,
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their tough little covers, they are splendid value for money.”

Full Lists on application; but the following are the best for School use:—

1.—Macaulay’s “Lays of Ancient
Rome,” and other Poems.

2.—Scott’s ‘“Marmion.”

4,—Lowell’s Poems. Selections,
5.—Burns’s Poems. Selections.
6.—Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet.”
7.—Longfellow’s ‘‘ Evangeline,” &c.

8.—Selections from Mrs. Elizabeth
Barrett Browning’s Poems.

10.—Milton’s “Paradise Lost.”
18.—Whittier, the Quaker Poet.

14.—Tales from Chaucer, in Prose and
Verse.

16.—Moore’s Irish Melodies.

18.—St. George and the Dragon. From
Spenser’s ‘“Faerie Queene.”

20.—Scott’s *“ Lady of the Lake.”
22.—Shakespeare’s “Julius Csesar.”
25.—Coleridge’s ‘““ Ancient Mariner.”

31.—Scott’s “Lay of the Last
Minstrel.”

82.—Poems of Wordsworth.
33.—Poems of Cowper.

38.—Poems of Mrs. Hemans and Hliza
Cook, |

40.—Poems of Gray and Goldsmith. ,
42.—Shakespeare’s ‘““ As You Like It.”

48.—Spenser’s “Faerie Queeneo.” Part 2.
49.—Poems for the Schoolroom and the

i
1
:
4
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§
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Scholar. Part 1.
54,—Poems for the Schoolroom and the
Scholar. Part 2.

55.—Longfellow’s ‘‘ Hiawatha.”
56.—Poems for the Schoolroom. Part 8.

60.—Poems for the Schoolroom and the
Scholar. Part 4.

63.—Lamb’s Tales from Shakespeare.
64,—The Merchant of Venice.
65, —Ng,tional Songs (with Muqic——Tonlo
ol-fa)
66,—Tennyson’s ‘“In Memoriam,” a.nd1
other Poems. ;

Single Nwmbers for Three-Hualfpence, post free. 3

““The Penny Poets’’ and ‘‘ Books for the Bairns’’ are supplied (In large
quantities) to Schools at 6s. per 100 (prepaid), or 7s. Garriage Pald.

ADDRESS: MANAGER,

“REVIEW OF REVIEWS” OFFICE,

MOWBRAY HOUSE, NORFOLK STREET, LONDON, W.O.



ADYERTISEMENTS.

The Queen
AND
The Masterpiece
Library. . . .

A sHORT time ago the boys and girls
attending the St. Luke’s National
Schools at Bolton wished to present to
the Royal children at Osborne a case
of selections from ‘‘THE MASTERPIECE
LiBrARY,” including ‘‘Books for the
Bairns,” *‘Penny Poets,” and some of
the ““Penny Popular Novels.” In due
course Mr. R. S. Wood, the Headmaster
of the School, who is also the Editor of
several numbers of the ¢ Penny Poets,”
received the following letter from the
Queen’s private secretary :—

«“DrAr Sir,—I have to thank you
for your letter, in which you intimate
that the boys and girls of St. Luke’s
National Schools have contributed
towards the purchase of ome of ‘The
Children’s Bookshelves,” and desire to
offer it for the acceptance of the Royal
children who are now at Osborne. The
acceptance of such offerings is contrary
to rule, but the Queen has approved of
a special exception being made in this
instance. I, therefore, beg that you
will express to all those children who
have taqien part in the presentation the
sincere thanks of Her Majesty’s grand-
children for their kindly thought in
giving to them the interesting and
comprehensive selection of little books
which are included in the bookshelf.
The colouring of the pictures in the
copy of the ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’ does
great credit to your little pupils. With

your permission, the book will be
retained with the others.
¢ Yours very faithfully,

“ ARTHUR BIGGE.”

BOOKS for the BAIRNS.

Monthly, One Penny. lilustrated.

1.—Zsop’s Fables. With nearly 200
Drawings. :
2.—The Tales and Wonders of Jesus.
3.—Nursery Rhymes. With charm-

ing Drawings.

No. 4.—Nursery Tales. With nearly
200 Drawings.

No. 5.—Reynard the Fox.

No. 6.—Brer Rabbit.

No. 7.—Cinderella and other Fairy Tales.

No. 8.—Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress.

No. 9.— The Story of the Robins.

No. 10.—The Christmas Stocking.

No. 11,—Gulliver’s Travels among the
Little People of Liliput.

No. 12.—Stories from Hans Andersen.

No. 13.—Stc’>1}‘£s from Grimm’s Fairy

es.

No. 14,—Eyes and No Eyes and The Three
Giants.

No. 15.—Gulliver among the Giants.

No. 16.— Our Mother Queen.

No. 17.—The Jubilee Story Book.

No. 18.—Twice One are Two.

No. 19—More Nursery Rhymes.

No. 20.—More Stories about Brer Rabbit.

No. 21,—Pilgrim’s Progress. Part IL

No. 22.—The Christmas Tree and other
Fairy Tales.

No. 23.—Travels of Baron Munchausen.

No. 24 —Tale of a Donkey’s Life.

No. 25.—Sindbad the Sailor.

No. 26.—ZEsop’s Fables. Second Series.

No. 27.—Labours of Hercules.

No. 28.—Robinson Crusoe. Part L

No. 29.—Robinson Crusoe. Part II.

No. 30.—Perseus the Gorgon Slayer.

No. 31.—Stories from English History.

No. 32.—Coal-Munk-Peter and his Three
Wishes.

No. 33.—The Story of Aladdin and the
Wonderful Lamp.

No. 34.— Christmas in other Lands.

No. 35.—Hymns with Pictures.

No. 36.—Great Events in British History.

No. 37.—The Stolen Princess.

No. 38.—The Seven Champions of Chris-
tendom.

No. 39.—Tom Thumb’s Adventures.

No. 40.—The Trotty Book.

No. 41.—Fairy Tales from Flowerland.

No. 42—Punch and Judy.

No. 43 —King Arthur and his Knights.

No. 44.—Stories from “Sandford and
Merton.”

No. 45.—La Fontaine’s Fables.

No. 46.—The Sleeping Beauty.

No. 47.—From January to December

(Nature Studies).
8ingle Copies for 1id., post free.

«REVIEW OF REVIEWS” OFFICE;
MowsrAY Housk, NORFOLK ST., LONDON, W,0,




ADVERTISEMENTS,

FAMOUS NATIONAL SONGS

FCR THE

SCHOOL AND THE HOME.

WORDS AND MUSIC (Tonic Sol-Fa).

Edited by R. S. WOOD,

Author of Macmillan’s ‘“ Word-Structure and Composition,” and FEditor of
“ Poems for the Schoolroom amd the Scholar.”

FORTY-EIGHT PAGES OF MUSIC FOR A PENNY, IN LEATHERETTE COVER.

- Poems for

A WELCOME

SEQUEL TO

the Schoolroom and the Scholar,”

- (Nos. 49, 54, 56, and 60 of ‘“The Penny Poets.”)

‘ Famous National Songs” may be had through any Newsagent, or the book will

be supplied to Schools at 6s. per 100 (7s. carriage paid), on application to the
Manager, ‘“‘Review of Reviews” Office, Mowhbray House, Norfolk Street, London, W.C.

IN FURNISHING THE SCHOOL CLASS ROOM
remember to get a Set of

PORTRAITS OF POPULAR POETS.

The following portraits of poets may be had, either singly or in a
scries of 24, complete, from the Office of the * Review of Reviews” :—

SHAKESPEARE. RUSSELL LOWELL. BYRON.

MILTON. WHITTIER. SCOTT.
SPENSER. MRS. BROWNING. BURNS.
WORDSWORTH. WM. MORRIS. CAMPBELL
COLERIDGE. TENNYSON. MOORE.
MACAULAY. BROWNING. COWPER.
LONGFELLOW. SHELLEY. MRS. HEMANS.
KEATS. POPE. WALT WHITMAN.

These pictures are artistically executed in tints, and suitable for

mounting or framing.

The whole series will be sent, post free, for 3g,;

or any single copy will be safely packed and posted on receipt of three

penny stamps.

REVIEW OF REVIEWS” OFFICE, MowsrAY Housg, NorroLk Sz., LoNpox, W.C.
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

EsTABLISEED 186l. :

BIRKBEGK BANK

Southampton Buildings, London, W.C.
Invested Funds, £8,000,000.
Number of Accounts, 75,061.

TWO-AND-A-RALF per CENT. INTEREST
allowed un DEPOSITS, repayable on demand.

TWO per CENT. on CURRENT ACCOUNTS,
on the minimum monthly balances, when not
drawn below £100.

SAVINGS DEPARTMENT.

Small deposits received, and Interest allowed
monthly on each completed £1,

THE BIRKBECK ALMANACK, with particu-
lars, post free.

F :ANCTS RAVENSCROFT, Manayjer

ROBINSON
CRUSOE.

120 Pages, with Pictures
all the way through.

Printed on Nice Paper
Bound in Limp Cloth.

PRICE SIXPENCE.

(POST FREE.)

PUBLISHED AT THE OFFICE OF
“BOOKS for the BAIRNS,” Mowbray House,
NorroLK STREET, LoxpoN, W.C.

The Masterpiece Library
Reading Case

IS A NEAT

RED CLOTH CASE,

With Elastic at the Back, to hold one Number

of either the PENNY POETS, PENNY

NOVELS, or BOOKS FOR THE BAIRNS.

It is intended to preserve the book while it is
being read.

Price Threepence, by Post Fourpencs; er
23. Ja per deozen to Schools.

CEREBOS

TABLE
SALT

Adds to the Food the
Strength of Whole-meal.
invaluable for Ghildren.

A PRETTY BIRTHDAY GIFT.

NURSERY
RMYMES:

With Pictures to Paint.

Crown 4to, with Coloured Frontispiece.

Contains all the best Nu:sery Rhymes
in the English Language. With Original
Illustrations by Miss BRADLEY and Mr.
BrinsuEY LE FanNvu. Printed on Cart-
ridge Paper with wide margin.

Price One Shilling and Sixpence.

The Publisher will send it post free
to any address on receipt of Stamps or
Postal Order.

“BOOKS FOR THE BAIRNS” OFFICE,
(E. H. 8tovUT, Managsr) ;
Mowxzriy Houvss, ¥orrorx 21., Loxpox, W.Q,




ADVERTISEMENTS,

EVERY MOTHER

who values Beauty and Health in

her child should use the greatest

possible care ia selecting for its i
Toilet a proper Soap. A bad soap ::
may be productive of life=long injury 3
to a delicate and sensitive skin, i

whereas a good one will preserve

4
4
4
<4
b ¢ : 4
3 and enhance the beautiful com- :
> A
b 4 . - :
 § lexion natural to infancy. 3
» 1 4
> ¥ 4 4
p & 4 ¢
3 9 1
oap i
R J * <
3 &
o b ¢
9 has received 1
> & 4
R 2 ‘} 4
1 THE ONLY GOLD MEDAL 3: :
E
3 1
} ever awarded solely for Toilet Soap $
+ <
<P . . o - o <>
3 at any International Exhibition in EE i
4 : 4
< ; @
$ the world. 3
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Henderson & 8palding, General Printers Marylebone Tanas London, W.
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