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ADVERTISE MEN Te 

IT would be an unpardonable ingratitude to let the 

following little treatifes appear in the world, without 

ev·ery proper acknowledgment to thofe ref pecl:able 

· perfons, by whofe kind and literary affiftance I 

was not only encouraged, but enabled to complete 

the .unclertaking.o 

For the Account of the New Northe-rn Arcbipe!agc 

I am indebted to Dr .. MATY, who., befides furnifh·­

i.ng the Origiri;il, foperintended the T'ranflat~on, 

and corr~B:ed the proofs,. The lVIap annexed to 

t.bis pi~ce, was ex;ecuted by Mr. KITCHIN; and 

it alfo und~rwen,t th~ previo:us infpeetion of Drc 

MATYo 

The very fingular Narrative refpeB:irig the Ruffian 
failors, though it feems to have been written foon 

after their arriv.al at Peter/burg, yet it was not pub­

lifhed until .the yea.r 1768. A copy of the German 

original was tranfrnitted to Jos~PH BANKS, E{q. 
who communicating the contents to feveral Mem­

bers of the ·,Royal Society, they were pleafed to 

exprefs their wifhes that it might appear in an 

Englifh drefs : thefe wifhes were accompanied with 

a o-enerousfobfcription for a confi.derable number of 
' ::, 

copies. Mr. BANKS having commiffioned me with 

the tranHation, I pave exernted the taik to the 
utmoft 



vi ADVERTISEMENT. 

utmoft ofmy abilities? and fufpecri11g my qualifi"'.'. 
cations to COJ~Vey "vith precifion the ideas of th~ 
original in an Engli{h idiom,,; I have prevailed on,­

an Englifh friend to corretl the manufcript before 
it was given to the Prefs; a'nd one of the learned 

fubfcribers has moreover been fo kind as to revife 

the proofs. 

If, notwithftanding thefe precautions, forne 
etrors may have efcaped ,me, the good-natured 
reader. will, I hope, make every allowance to a man, 
who, if he hath fhewn himfelf not accurately verfed 
in the language, can plead in excufe, that he is not 

a native of this country. Befides, many paifages i~ 
the original were prolix to an extreme : the djfli­

culty' therefore, was to avoid the repethions with-: 
out deftroying the fenfe, or varying from the ideas 
of the author~ This I have attempted; how far 
I have fucceeded the intelligent Public muft deter-

-mine. At any rate I i11".-ll deem my labours more 
than amp,ly rewarded, if they can,, recommend me to 

the patronage of thofe for whofe paft favours I fee~ 

all that gratitude can infpire, from whofe futur~ 

fervices i hope all that ind1.1ftry can expea. 

Co HEYDINGERo 
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_p R E F A C E_ 

HAVING lately received from 

my very lea~·ned friend and cor­

refpondent Mr. STJEHLIN, Coun-

. fellor of State to the Emprefs of 

Ruffia, · Secretary of the Imperial 

Academy of Peter:lburg, and ·1aft 
- . 

year eleeted one of the foreign mem-

. bers of the Royal Society, a fhort, 

and, as he--calls it, preliminary ac­

count, -drawn up by himfelf of the 

new dif coveries of the Ruffians, I 

thought a tranflation of it would 

not be unacceptable to the .. cu­
nous. 

Every 
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Evety new ftep towards a more 

perfect inveftigation of our globe, 

muft be interefti~g to· its principal 

inhabitant. -While ,vith unbou·nded 
curiofity he traces the courfe, mea­

f ures the diftances, and calculates 

the . velocities of . the PlaIJ.ets, his 
. own habitation is ftili .in great 

part unknown to him, and from 
the obfta.cles., which nature on 

I - '. ' ' 

_one hanq, an.cl moral ot politi­

.ca:_I caqf es on '.the other, throw iri 
his '1\Tay, will ever n~main fo. A 

com:pleat D)~p pf Jupiter or Venus 

is perhaps · more wi~hin his reach, 

than a . comple-at Olle of his earth.; · 

. 'To divert human induftry from 
what is really not attainable, is no' 

lefs ufeful than to direct its purf uits 

to 
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~o what is· fo. To this nation will 

in alf probability be reforved the 

glory of having af cert.ained the· etef­

nal barriers of navig~tion ; to R uffia 

that of ha~ing difcovered the frue 
connection between the ancient and 

the neyv world. 

The accounts hitherto publifued­

,0f thefe northern expeditions, tend 

to improve our geographical notions· 

of the paffage from orie continent 

~o the other~ It appears, that the in­
termediate fpace between Afia and 
America, from the 10° to the 70°, 
is occupied by clufl:efa of iflands, 

within fight of, or at leaft at fmall 

diftances from, one another; and it . . . 

is ftill uncertain, whether the ]aft 

F<?~4 difc()yered by the Ruffians, and 
. PY 
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by them called the Great Continent!, 

or STACHTAN NITADA, belong to 

the main land, or be divided from it 
by other fti;eights. The fuccefs which 

thefe Argonaµts have hitherto had 

in their navigations, gives us little 

room to f ufpect that this will 

continue a problem much long~r ... 

If in the Britifh colonies the fame 

fpirit of curiofity' and perhaps in~ 

tereft, fuould animate the inhabit­

ants, the commµnic.ation qf th~ two 

continents will foon be fallowed by 

that of the two feas; and we may 

hope to fee the globe nearly en­

circled by two nationsa, 

Naturalifts, and perhaps Anti~ 

quarians, will be no lefs ufeful than 

Aftronomers in thef e extenfive re­

f earches. 
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fearches~ From the difference in 

, the make, drefs, and rnann,r:=:rs of 

the new dikovered ifL_ i.11 1 
1 vve 

might bp. ;,¥"'::lncpd tr" 4~f-:'Je/{ .t'11:1t' l v , -LL:. ,_ ., '-" · '- - ., .1.. 1_ - - • " '-~ 

the moft northerly J'~·Uts o-i ne\\7 

world were pecmleLI b"'"; the rno:H: fa-
-·- l c.l • . 

Vage A. fi~tic:-' 'fa~:4 t·1rc 0 14 ,-'\C,'~·u1ct·J1C'l11" 
_.., ...._ Jr.:,. ,.JL (.;.J!.~), ..ii.. .. _,J.Ji .r.A .. J ' 

while the ,inhabitants of the morn 

moderate climates, and arnongft 

them the Mexicans and Peruviai~s, 

wei4 e indebted for fome part of their 

induftry and civilization to the 'T'-un­

gufi Tartars, or perhaps their off- · 

fpring, the Chinefe and Japonefo., 

That thef e nations have in ancient 

times navigated to North America, 

has long been fufpect:ed(a). This was 

lately afcertained by an ingenious 

French 

(a) DE HoRNE. De Qrigin • .l!mer. 16.52. 
b, 
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French author (a), and, froqi the 

fituation of th~ J~fo, Kurili, and 

other iflands, is rendered mar~ and 

more probable,.. Were we to truft 
to fome late accotints, it is not im-_: 

poffibl\ but fome of their defcend-:-

ants 

(p1) Mr. DE Gu I GNEs, i~ a fyiem@ir inferted i~ 
the tvventy-eighth volume of the Academy of 

Infcriptions and Belles Lett res for the year i 7 57; 
a~d entitled Recherches fur les Na1..:igations des Chi .... 

nois, du cot~ de l' .llmfrique, & fur quelques Peuples 

jitufs a l' extrhnite Orient& l,c de l' 4/ie. From th~ 

concurrent teitimony of feveral ancie~t Chinefe 

writers, he proves th~t ·their early navigators, 

after · having fo11owec1 the Afiati~ coaft towards 

the ~orth as fa~ as Kamtfchatka, which they called, 

Tahan, croffed the ocean in an eafterly direB:ion, 

and at the diftance of 20,000 lis, or about 2000 

miles, arrived nearly nncler the fame parallel at 

a country which they named Foufang; being, ac­

cording to the1ii, the land wh-ere the fun rifes. T;hi~ 

mnft have been the c::oaftdifcovered by the Ruffians 

in 1741; and, from the new .difcoveries, it may 

be inferr~d, that the Chinefo were direayd, in 

that "traa., by following t11e courfe of the iflandsa 
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ants may ftill f ubfift in that immenfe 

continent, and not far from the 

fame fpot (a) . 
b 2 Traces 

(a) During Mr. BL ANKE'TT's, Lieutenant in his 

Majefty's Navy, fray at New Orleans, (lately the 

French and now the Spanifh chief fe~tlement 

upon the Mijftjippi,) an. acc01mt came that the 
Il1 nois had difr:overecl a people, vv hofe houfes 

made of red earth: together with fome other cir­

cumftances, induced the French to conclude this 

to be a fettlement originally come from Japan. 
Mr. AUBREY, the Commandant of the place, 

fent him afterwards the fol,lowing account, i_n a 

letter dated June 18, 1765. It' was Mr. DEs 

VoLTEs, a French officer fettled iince a long 

time among the Ilinois, who gave Mr. AUBREY 

his information about thefe Aiiatic figures, as he 
caUed them. Some of the inhabitants of the 

river Mijfouri, reported, that tovvards the weft 

tbei:e had been feen men quite different from 

the red and the white men; (under thefe de­

nominations arc underftoocl the Amcric:ms and 

the Europeans) that they wore long robes, and 

had muikets and arms, which, though dif­
ferent from ours, had il:ill the fame effcB:.--

The 
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Traces of fuch a communication 

may, by diligent obfervers, be dif-
1 covereo, 

-The north and north-eaft parts of the country 
of the Ilinois' confift of a vafl: continent, hi­

therto almoft llnknown. By following the north 
courfe, and going three hundred leagues up the 
Mijftjippi, one meets with the fall of St. An­
thony; beyond which the river divides into fe­
veral branches. A · hundred leagues farther is 

follnd a lake, and a rnarfhy ground, from which 
the river takes its fource. This fpot is very fer­
tile, and abounds in fors; but its inhabitants, 
called the Sious, are reported to be fo ferocious 
and faithleis, as to deter any traders from ven­
turing among them .•• It is towards the north­
we~ that the Miffouri takes its i·un acrofs the 

country. This is one of the largeft as ,;ell as 
rnoft rapid rivers. The French, on account -of 
th::: difficulty of its navigation, have not been 
able to trace its courfe beyond four hundred 

leagues, at a ~·illage called Ricarao. Various na­
tions inhabit its borders; and a fair field feems 
to be opened to ir.terefting difcoveries, as well as 
to a confiderable trade. Travellers have brought 

,from thence elephants teeth, though the animals 
themfelves were never found there; ,and this in-

d uce~i. 
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covered, not onJy among the pro­
ductions of. the earth, but alfo in 
the .cuftoms of the inhabitants. I 
know how dangerous it is to rely 
too much upon fuch analogies, un­
lefs they be f ufficiently precife; fince 
a fimilarity of wants and fituations, 
in fever al people unconnected with 
each other, may have produced the 
fame effects. I could not avoid how-:-, 
ever being ftruck with the following 
coincidence, which feems to indicate 
fomething more than mere chance, 
or a famenefs of circumftances. rfhe 
firft conquerors of Peru reported that 

the 

duced Mr. AuBRE y to fufpea that the north­
weft part of America is either conneB::ed with 
the north-eaft part of .f\fia, or at leaft that the 
fep.aratic;m is not very confiderable. 
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the inhabitants, inftead of letters· 
I , ., ' 

made uf e of certain knots upon 
cords, to convey their ideas, or 

fentiments ; and . the Chilians ftill 
pref erve the fame way of affift­
ing their memory and collecting 

their thoughts (a) . It likewife ap­
pears from feveral authorities, that a 

con-

(a) Pour tenir un compte de leurs troupeaux, & 
conforver la mernoire de leurs affaires particu­
lieres, les Indiens ont reconrs a certains nceuds 
de laine, qui par la variete des couleurs & des re­
plis, leur tiennent lieu de caraB:eres & d'ecriture. 
La connoiifance de ces nceuds, qu'ils appe11ent 
f!!.!tipos, eft une fcience & un fecret, que les peres 
ne revelent a leurs enfans que lorfqu'ils fe crpyent 
a la fin de leurs jours, & comme il arrive aifez 
fouvent que faute cl'efprit ils n'en connoiifent pas 
le rnyftere, ces fortes de nceuds leur deviennent 
un fujet d'errcur & de peu d'ufage. 

Foy. DE FREZIER, p. 67 ~ 
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contrivance not unfimilar tothis was; 

in t~.-ie c~,rlieft times, ufed in China. 
I 

In - ::.:: _i f:'tter fent from Pekin, in 

l j 6 .~., by one of the Miilionaries, 

in D_d\v~:r to fome queries relative 

to the Chinefe characters, the author 

mentions, from one of their ancient 

boo!--~s, tb=:_t Fo-hi, by introducing­

the ei,glzt koua, or elementary cha­

rallers, put an eJZd to the uje oj~ 
k11qts lfpon cords, for the purpoje.r 
of government; which, adds Dr. 

MoR TON, to whom this letter was 

directed, and who obliged the Royal 
Sqcietywith an abridgment of it (a), 

Jeem.f 

( a) Philofophical TranfaDions, vol. lix. 1:9. 495. This 
Letter has been fince printed in French, with an 

Jntroc!ucl:ion by M. TuBERVILL NEEDHAM, 

F. R. S. at Bruffels, in 1773. 
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)cons to be analogous f() what has 

been obferved in America. 

Care has been taken to render 

the tranflation of this little piece 

as exaet as poilible; and the Chart 

which precedes it has been exe­

cuted with neatnefs and fidelity. 

Br£tijh Mufeum, 
Jutie 17' t77 4· 

M. M. 



A 

BRIE,F ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

New Dif covered I:Oands in 

the Northern Seas. 

i('~~~ T is remarkable, that at the very 

l I t1: time when the EngliihandFrench 

~~~~ difcove~ed iflands in the South 

Seas, which till then -were totally un­

known to all the refi of the wor Id, namd y, 

in the years r 764, 6 5, 66 and 67, the in-

-trepid Ruffians difcovered new lands in 

the utmoft limits of the north, and found 

B a clufier 
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a cluiler of ,inhabited iflands, unknown 

to them and tO the whole world. 

Does it not foem thJ.t at certain pe­

riods a fpirit , of difcovery arifes, which 

excites univerfal emulation in different 

parts of the world? We are naturally led 

into this train of thinking, when we con­

fider, that, formerly, when· the new he­

mif phere, of America was difcovered by 

the Spaniards, the Portuguefe and Dutch 

began, at the fame time, to tbink of na­

vigating from Europe to the Eafi Indies. 

It is equally remarkable, that the Art of 

making ~unpowder was difoovered in 

Germany, on -the Danube, jufi at ; the 

time when the .A.rt ·of Printing was found 

out on the Rhine, and when Literature 

and the Polite Arts were revived in Italy, 

after they had lain dormant for fo many 

centuries. 

About 
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About, or foon after the time above­

mentioned, the Czar Iw AN W ASILJE­

WITSCH II. laid the foundation for the 

difcovery of our new ifiands; which are, 

fo many in number, that they may well 

deferve the name of a New Archipelago. · 

After he had made himf elf mafier of all 

Siberia, he wifhed to be acquainted with 

the frontiers of that country to the north 

and eaft, and with the inhabitants of 

thofe parts. For that purpofe he· fent fe­

veral Prikqftfchicke, or Commiffaries, to 

the different frontiers, who, on their re­

turn, after his death, during the reign of 

his fan and fucceffor, the Czar FEODOR 

· Iw ANOWITSCH, brought the firfi account 

that Siberia was bounded by the frozen 

fea to the north, and by the ocean to the 

eafr. 

B 2 The 
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The celebrated Counfellor :Vf1LLER, 

in his Account of the Difaoveries made 

by the Ruffians, has fhewn that? from 

the records of a town in Siberia, it ap­

pears, that an imponant. attempt to pe­

ne,1:rate into the frozen fea, had alreaqy 
been made in the courfe of this expedition, 

~hich had failed along the coaft towards 

the- north-eafr; and that one of r4e fnjalleft 

veffels of_ thefe navigators had got fafe 

round the farthefr promontory of 'I/hu­

·kotjkoi-Nofs, into the fea of 1:(amtfchatka, 

com,monly called the Pacific Sea, and 

pad landed in Lower Kamtfchatka. 

The farther profecution of this dif­

cover~ was prevented by the troubles iri 

Ruffia, under the ufurpation of the povv­

~rfol Czar BoRIS GonuNOFF, and the, 

fucceeding falf e Demetrians: they even 

obli-
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obliterated the very memory of this tran­

faetion;) for ma,ny years. 

PETER the GREAT firfi refumed this 

important enquiry. He fent out fever al 

fea-officers, from the mouths of the ri­

vers Lena, Indigirka and Kolyma. Some 

were ordered to c0ai1 along the north­

eafr, and- north of Siberia, and to_ try 

whether they could get round the pro­

montories of Swetoi-Nofs, cra!atfchoi-l'lafs, 

_or Tfchukot}koi°·-Nofs, into the Pacific 

Ocean; fome others to undertake, in an 

oppofite direction to the former, the na­

vigation from Kamtfchatka wwards the 

north-weil, and to examine the fea in 

thofe parts, and obferve what lands or 
I , 

~flands they could difcover. Amongfi the 

latter \Vas Captain BEHRING; who, foon 

after the death of PETER the GREAT, in 

~he year I 728, got into the bay of Ana-

' dirft, I 
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dirjk, in the 66th d~gree of northern la­

titude, came back fafe to Kamtfchatka, 

and returned to Peter:fburg in r 73q, in .. 
the reign of· the Emprcfs ANNE; where 

he gave the Court a circumfcantial account 

of his expedition. 

Scarce a year before his retqrn to Pe­

terfuurg, the Ruffians knew fo little of 

thofe lands and iflands, that, from an 

a.cconnt annexed to the Supplement to 

the Peterfburg Geographical Almanack 

, for the year 1 729, it was impoffible to 

make out whether Kamtfchatka was an 

iiland, or a peninfola ; or whether it was 

not the country called Jedfo. 

€ The Court, after having received fuch 

important infor~ations from Captain BEH­

RING, immediately came to a refolution 

to appoint an expedition, purpofely to 

exam me 
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examine farther into the fiate and fituati'on 

of Kamtfchatka, and the neighbouring fea, 

called the Sea of Kamtfchatka, or the Pa­

cific Ocean; together with the lands and 

iilands lying beyond it, to the caft, the 

fouth, and the north. Thi~ expedition 

was fent out from Peteriliurg, in the fum­

m~r of I 7 34, and was called the Kamt-

fchat ka Expedition. 

· It is needlefs to treat of it a.t large, as a 

full account is to be. met with in the excel­

lent Collecl:ion of Ruffian Tranfaclions, 

publifhed in 17 58, by Mr. MILLER. In 

the third volume, which treats of voyag;s1 

& c. the author gives a circumfiantial ac­

count of this expedition, and how far the 

Ruffians had carried their difcoveries into 

the Pacific Ocean, to the north, the eaft, 

and the fouth. He relates, that BEHR I NG 

difcovered feveral. iilands to the north-

eafi; 



[ 8 J 
eail; flnd one in particular, bn wfii;ch he 
was fhipwrecked, died, and wis buried 

. by his fellow travellers; who gave it the 

name of Behring's :[/land. He farther 

tells us, that Captain Tse in RI KOFF failed 

eafiward 'to the .American coafts, and 

found a fhorter cut from Kamtfchat ka to 

America; than could ever have been 

imagined: and that Captain SP ANG EN.;, 
\ 

BERG, who had been fent to the fouth-

eafr, difcovered a multitude of ii1ands, 

called the Kuri*li Ijlands ; and beyond 

thefe, fome large ones inhabited by Ja· 
~ . 

pa!:1-efe, which are in faci the outikirts of 

Japan. 

This important expedition, in which 

the Ac2demy of Sciences at Petedburg 

had engaged a Profeffor of Afironomy, 

I\1r. Dt L'1SLE DE LA CRoYER.E, with 

an affifiant, named KRASILNIKOFF_; ~ 

·Profeuor 



[ 9 ,] 

Profcifor of Hifiory, the celebrated Mr. 

M1tLER, and his affiil:ant, Mr. FISCHER, 

, ~ho was afterwards Profe:!for, for the 

cGllecting of Facts from the Records of 

Siberia, and the Defcription of Nations; 

arid a Profeffor of Natural Hifiory and 

Botany, Mr. GMEL IN, with two affi:ft­

ants, KRASCHENINNIKOFF and STEL­

LER, fome draughtfmen, & c. ended foon 

after the acceffion of the la~e Emprefs 

ELIZABETH to the throne. Mofr of the 

perfons who had been out upon this ex­

pedition, returned one after another in 

I 7 4 3, and the following year; but the 

Maps they had drawn up, were firfi en­

graved under the direction of the Aca­

demy of Peterfburg in 17 58, by order of 

the Grand Dutchefs, the prefent Emprefs 

CAT RA R r NE IL 

C 
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The 'government being now fufficiently 

informed of the nature ~nd fituation of 

thofe feas, lands~ iilands and people, the 

matter reil:ed there. 

CATHARINE II. when fhe came to 

the Crown, invited fome Ruffian mer­

chants to extend their trade to thefe di­

fiant regions, offering them her pro­

teetion, and the affiftance of the gover­

nors and commanders in ·the diff erem 

· parts of Siberia; and in the firil years of 

her rejgn, ihe was rewarded for her zeal~ 

by the difcovery of fome new iilands, 

oppofite to the gulph of Olutora (a), which 

afforded choice furs of black foxes and 

beavers. 

To 

(a) This gulph, and the iflands that were dif­
covered over againft it, derive their name from the 

river Olutora, which runs into this bay from 
the weft. 
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To the immortal honour of CA TH A­

RINE I~. the way to new difcoveri~s was 

now opened afre:ih ; but it required both 

refolution and perfeverance to purfue it, to 

the emolument and glory of Ruffia; and 

to extend her trade in thofe f eas, which 

fay at fo great a difiancc, though conti­

guous to the Ruman dominions. This 

refolution and perfoverance, the Emprefs 
~ 

found means to excite and fupport, by 

erecl:ing a commercial company (a), com-

e 2 pofed 

(a) At firft it conufted of about twenty mer­

chants, who, till then, had traded fingly with Si­

beria and the frontiers of China, in Ruffian and 

other European commodities. The fund for this 

affociation confifted of ihares, of 500 rubles each; 

and two fa8:ories were ere8:ed, one at Ochotjkai, 

the other in Kamtfchatka. The former was under 

the infpe8:ion of Mr. WAsILEI Iw ANOFF ScHI­

LOFF, Merchant at Welikiz!lfiug; the latter, of 

Mr. IwAN T1MoFEJEFF KRAsILNIKOFF, Mer­
~hant 2.t 1li/cow, ,;vho had attended ~he firft expe-

dition 
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pofed of Ruffian merchants, to whom fhe 

granted fpecial privileges, for the carry­

ing on their trade and navigation in the 

new difcovered parts : the likewife hc­

noured the twelve firfi members with a 

gold medal, frruck for that purpofe, which· 

they were to wear hung to their necks 

by a blue ribband, as a mark of her high 

favour. 

Farther to promote this end, the Ad.,.. 

miralty-Office at Oc.hotjkoi, on the fea of 

.Penfinjk, or of Ochotjkoi, had orders from' 

her Majefty to affi:ft this trading com-· 

pany of K.amtfchatka, 1n the profecution 

of 

dition in a ihip of his own, and afterwards fettled 

:in Kamtfchatka. The other principal members of 

this trading company were Feod/r Nikifa1-ojf Ribin­
jkoi, a Merchant of Mofco\\r; Feodor .dfanafsjeff Kul­
koff, Iwan Lapii7, and Feodor Burenin, ~\:k,:.:hams 
of Wologocl. 
\.'.~ 
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of their undertaking; to provide them 

with convoys; and to endeavour to pro­

cure all' poffible information relative to 

the ifiands and coafts they intended to 

vifit, to the north and north-eafi, beyond 

Kamtfclzat ka. In the year I 764, they 2.,c­

cordingly failed, from the harbour of 

Ochotjkoi, with fome two-mafre-d galliots, 

and fingle-mafied vettels of Siberia, called 

Dofchtfclzenik, a kind of covered barges, 

under a convoy from the. aforefaid Ad­

miralty-Office, commanded by the Lieu­

tenant, Mr. SYNDO. They pa1Ted the 

fea of Ochotjkoi"; went round the fouthern 

, cape of Kamtfclzatka, into the Pacific 

Ocean ; fieered along the eafrern coafi, 
I 

keeping northward;, and at Iafi came to 

an anchor in the harbour of Peter P au!,' 

and wintered in the O .ftrag, or pallifaded. 

Village, belonging to it. The next yeJ.r 

they purfued their voyaG~ farther north-

ward. 
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ward; and in that and the-following years, 

1765 and 1766, by degrees difcovered a 

whole Archipelago of iilands of different 

fizes, which increafed ·upon them the far­

ther they went, between the 56th and 

67th degrees of north latitude; and they­

returned fafe, in the year I 767. The re­

ports they made to the Government's 

Chancery at lrkutzk, and from thence 

fent to the Directing Senate, together 

with the Maps and Charts thereto an­

.nexed, make a confiderable alteration in 

the regions of the fea of ./I.nadir, apd in 

the fituation of the oppofite coafr of 

America; and give them quite a different 

appearance from what they had in the 

above-mentioned Map, engraved in the 

year I 7 58. This difference is apparent, 

by comparing it with the amended Map 

publiihed lafr year, I 773, by the Aca~ 

demy of Sciences; and is ftill more v1-

fible 
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~ble in the very accurate little Map of 

the new difcovered Northern Archi .. 

pelago hereto annexed, which is drawn 

up from the original accounts. In this 

are delineated both the former tracks of 

BEHRING and TscHIRIKOFF; and more 

particularly the late voyage of our trading 

company of Kamtfchatka, under Lieu­

Jenant SYNoo, together with all the new 

iflands he difcovered, are ifet down ac­

cording to their fituation and apparent 

magnitude, fome with names, and fomc 

without. 

The original accounts, that have hi­

therto been tranfmitted to us, are not yet . 
fufficient to enable me to give a minute 

defcription of each; of their nature, or 

of the manners of the inhabitants; parti­

cularly, as no afironomer attended this 

expedition, or any adept in the know-

ledge 
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led()"e of the three kingdoms of nature, 
b ' 

who might have given us an accurate 

account of the Botany, Zoology, and 

Mineralogy of thefe new . difcovered 

iflands. 

However, it appears, from the illiterate 

accounts of our fea-faring men, that there 

is no e:ffential difference, in any ref peel:, 

between thefe feveral iflands, and their 

inhabitants; but that they f eem to be 

pretty much alike. 

It is needlefs to name every one of 

the iilands which compof e our new Nor­

thern Archipelago, as they are fet down 

in the Map hereto annexed, vilith their 

fituation and fize. 

As to the abfolute accuracy of the two 

firfr articles, namely, the true fituation, 

as 
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as to geographical latitude and longitude1 

and their exaet dimenfions, I would not· 

be anfwerable for them, till they can be 

afcertained by afironomical obfervations. 

In the mean time, to facilitate the de~ 

fcription of this new clufter of iflands, we 

ihall reduce them to three divifions. 

The fir.fl contains the iDands firft dif­

covered by BERING and TscHIRIKOFF, 

in the fea of Kamtfclzat ka, or Pacific 

Ocean, between the 50th and 56th degrees 

of north latitude, foch. as Bering's ljland, 

Mednoi, St. Theodor, St. Abraham, St. ]\1a~ 

carius, &c~ 

The fecond comprehends the iilands of 

Olutora, over againfi the gulph of that 

name, between the 56th and 60th de­

grees; together with the iilands of Aleuta, 

D which 
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which lie farther fonth-eafi, difcovered, by 

the, Rufi1an trading Company, m the 

courfe of their navigation. 

In the thircf, we fhall reckon the ifland~ 

of Anadi'r; that is, thofe difcovered in 
\ 

the two lafi years, I 76 5 apd I 766, farth~r 

north and eafi, from the 60th to the 67th 

degrees of nor:th latitude~ 

Of thefe iflands we know in general~ 

and for certain, that thofe which are 

fituated frnm the 50th to the· 55th de-
. -~ 

gree, refemble the _iilands of Kurili, with 

regard to the weather, th~ productions of 

fea and land; beafis, fiih, and :!hell-fiih; 

as alfo in the figure, appearance, cloath~ 

ing, food, way of life, and manners of 

the inhabitants; wheteas thofe from the 

55th to the 60th degree, which are the 

ii1ands of Olutora and Aleuta, are, m 

all 
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all thefe particulars, very like ~amt­

fchat ka (a). 

Thofe of the third divifion have a dif­

ferent afj)ecl:, and are fituated from the 

60th .to the 67th degree of north latitude. 

The former, which are like Kamtfchatka, 

are full of mountains and volcanoes, have 

no woods, and but few,. plains.· The more 

northern iilands abound m woods and 

:fields, and confequently in wild beai1s .. 

As to the favage inhabitants of thefe new 

difcovered iflands" they arc but one remove 

from brutes, and differ from the inha-

D2 bitants 

(a) Mr. KRASCHENINNIKOFF, who went as 

Aflifl:ant to the abovementioned Kamtfchatka Expe­
{lition, and to Kamtfchatka itfelf, has publifoed a very 

circumihntial account of that peninfula; as like­

w'ife of the iflands of Kurili, in two Volumes, 4to. 

Peter/burg, I 7 58. N. B. It has been tranjlatcd 

and publ~lhed in French and Englijh. 
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·bitants of the i:llands lately difcovered by 
the Englifh and French in the fouth feas, 

as much in their perfons, manners, and 

way of life, as in their climate; being the 

very reverfe of the friendly and hof pi table 

people of Otaheite. 

To giy.e a more difiincl: idea of thefe 

n ~w iflands, we fhall here f ubjoin the 

above-mentioned Extract of the original 

Account~ delivered to the Imperial Aca­

demy of Sciences, without any comment 

whatever, or any addition, except a few 
remarks and explanations, with regard to 

the names. of fome plants, beafis, & c .. 

which would otherwife be unintelligible., 

The extracl contains an artlefs defcription 

of the chief of. the iilands whofe names 

and fituations occur in our little Mapo 
From thefe we may form a tolerable 

judgment of the refl:. 

EXTRACT 



E X T R A C T 
OF THE 

R E P O R T 
MADE TO THE 

DIRECTING SENATE, 

FROM THE 

~hanceries of the Government of lr­
kuzk, Kamtfchatka & Bolfcherezk; 

SHEWING 

What Hlands have been difcovered by the 
Promyfchleni'ki, or Commercial Com­
pany, on their Trading Voyage beyond 
Kamtfchatka; what People inhabit thofe 
!Hands, and what Animals and, Pro­
ducl:ions were found there. 





Extratt of the Report, &c. 

I. ·THE ifland of AJ AK is about 
· I 50 werfis (a) in circumference. 

It has very high rocky mountains; and 
likewife valleys, dry grounds, plains, moifr 
ground, turf, meadows and roads; fo 
that you may eafily go all over the ifland, 
and along the f ea-coafi. There are no 
woods at all upon the ifland. The fame 

young high grafs (b) grows there; as is 

found 

(a) A werft is ibout two-thirds of an Englifh mile~ 

(b) A kind of fea grafs (Alga) which may be ufed 

f Of firing, inftead of wood~ 
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found in the gulph of Kanztfchatka. The 
berries that grow on this ifland, though 

very f paringly, are the common Sc hie kfaJa) 
and Go lube!. On the contrary, the roots 
for food, namely, the Kutarnick (b), and 
the red root, grow in fuch quantities, as 
to afford a plentiful provifion for the in­
habitants. There is a little river, that 

\ . 

• fiows from north to fouth, and difcharges 
in.to the feae Its courfe, from the f pring­
head to the fea, meafures about feven or 
eight werfl:s ; and the breadth, from ten 
to :fifteen, and twenty fathom. The 
depth, at low water, is an Arfch-ine (c) and 

a half; 

(a) Very fmall hurts, that grow brown on the 
heaths, but dark blue in the woods : they are 

otherwife called Ant-berries. Golubel is the com­
mon Sloe. 

(b) "\Ve cannot pofitively fay what root this is, 
for \Yant of an accurate defcription. KRASCHEN­

INNIKOFF makes no mention of it in his De­
fcr-iption of Kamtfchatka; confoquently, it is not 
known there. 

(c) A Ruffian yard, about three-fourths of an 
Engliih yard long. 
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a half; and, at high water, two, or two 

and a half. In June, this river affords 

red gudgeons, foles, or the large fort of 

halbut; in Auguft, the Ki~(chug: bnt, in 

winter, there is hardly any fi{h to be got. 

The mu'.nber of fohabitants on this iiland 

cannot well be afcertained; becaufe they 

remove from one iiland to another with 

their whole families, crofs the fireights, in 

. great Baidars (a) hetween the iflands, and 

fettle in fuch as they find the pleafantefr 

and beft provided~ 

II. The ifland of KAN AH A is difiant 

from the former about twenty wer4s, a-nd 

is about two hundred werfrs in cir-cum­

. ference. Among the many high mountains 

· in this iiland, is a remarkable one, called 

the Horelaa£ Sopka, that is, the Burning 
Top, where the if1anders fetch brimflone in 

fummero 

(a) Baidars are large boats, made of whales 

ribs, bound together with hoops, and covered 

over with the ikins of fea.,dogs, fea-cows., and 

other fea animals._ 
E 
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fommer.. At the foot of this mqunta1r4-
there are hot f prings, where the i11:habi­
tams b_oil their meat and their fi{h~ 

There q.re no other rivers on this iilandQ 
The ~ow grounds are mu~hof the fame 
nature as in the former. It contains about 
two, hundr.ed inhabitants of bpth (exes~ 

. HL 1'he ifian-d of TscHfYCHINA lies 
forty we-rils from the fecond, a~d is about 

eighty . werfts in circuµ1f€rence~ Among 
r1any craggy rocks, one rif es above the 
:reft, which is called The lVlzite Cliff. In 
the low grounds of t4is ifland there an~ 
f ()me hot f prings, but no c:old ftream~ or 
.rivers .. : . On this account the iiland is in= 

t' · .. i .. •.,;' -,_,. ' ' .•. , • '· '. '1'.,' , .. 

habited. but by a fevv faµ1ilies. 

IV. The ifla.q.d of T AHAiA:N is diftant 

fro111 the third te:n wed~s.,. and may rnea"." 
fore upwards of forty werfis round~ There 

?,re no con:fiderable mountains on this 
iiland ; nor is there any great plenty of 

~fh, or other necdfaries of life. The 
coaft is fo rockv, that there is n0 Ian din o-\., . . . ~ . . . . b 

there 
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, ihefe in Baiddrs, much lefs iri other vef­
fels, that are riot fo flat. There are alfo 

but a few families on this iiland. 

y. The ifiarid of ATcHA lies forty 
werffs from the tourth, and may be about 
three hundred wer:fis in circulnfe.rence. 
Here you firid mariy rocks; and many 
rivers nirtning from theni into the fea; 
but they do not equally abound in fiili. 
The iiland produce_s plenty of vegetable . 
food; fuch as the Kutarftik, the red root, 
arid the Sarana (a). It affords conve­

nient laridirig-places. The inhabitants 
may be between fixty and feventy· fouls; 
inert; women and children. 

VL The iiland of AM t A I 1s diitant 
five werfis from the fifth; and may be 

E 2 fome-

(a) A kind of wild tulip, or lilly: tne root 

has no unpleafant tafte, and is of a very ftimu­
lati ng quality. This plant is found pretty common 

in many parts of Siberia, particularly about 

lrkuzk. 
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fomewhat more than three hundred werfls 

in circumference. On this illand are a 

great many rocks, and many brooks that 

fall into the fea; one of which, in par­
ticular, abounds with what they _call the 
red fiih., which is a kind of falmon, an 

-arfchine and a half long. The high grafs, 
as alfo the Kutarnik and Sarana roots, 

grow there in great plenty. The nnm­
ber of inhabitants, men, women and 

children, is from fixty to feventy .. 

Befides thefo iflands, we fa w many· 
more to the eafiward, at no great di~ 
fiance from each other, but did not vifit 
them~ 

The manner of living in thefe fix iilands 
is this. I .. The inhabitants on the fow 
lands have green huts, _which they call 
'Jurts, where they confiantly live. They 
care little for warm.th, fo never kindle fires 
in their Jurts all the winter.-2. They 
wear no cloaths but what are made with 

the ikins of fea-fowls, ef pecially a kind 

of 
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·of black duck, called Arkea and 'lo­
porka (a) which they have the art of 
catching by the fea-fide, with a fling made 
of whalebone. With the guts of the fea­
cows and fea-calves, which they call Si­
utfcha and Nerpa, they fow their Kaf!l,­
lees, or upper garments. They ufo no­
thing elfe for their clothing.-3. For their 
common food, they are content with raw 
fi1h, and mofily with what they call Pal­
tujina, and other kinds of frock fifh. If 
they are hindered from fifhing by con­
trary wind,· they live upon fea-kail, 

· (Crambe Littoralis Bunias) and fea­
oyfiers.-, 4. In J\1ay and Jun'e they go 
out to catch Nerpas (fea-calves) a~d 
beavers.-5. In the depth of winter, by 
the feverefi cold, they go jufr as in 
fummer, with their fifh-fkin and bird .. 
fkin upper and under garments, without 

breeches, 

(a) Moft of them are· a kind of fea-fowl, ( called 

Tubtani) which are caught in great numbers, a 

hundred different ways; they are of a very beautiful 

red colour, and almoft ~~ large as a goofe. 



[ 3° 1 
breeches, :flockings, caps or gioves. if 
now and then it fets in uncorhrrionly cold, 

they kindle a heap of the hay of :£hong 
fea:..grafs, and let the warmth penetrate 

to their feet, and between their legs; inw 
the under garrnent, till they ate in fome 
meafure warm.-6. Their women and 
children wear the fame cloaths as the 
men; but fome have both the urider 
garments and ari upper cloak made of 
beaver-fkin.-7c They ileep with their 
w1ves in their huts, in a cellar dug in 
the ground, which they ihew with grafs,, 
and prepare fo as to make a foft bed; 
but have- no other covering than· the 
doaths they wear in the day-tirhe.--
8. They take no manner of thought about 
their foul; much lefs about their condition: 
after death; for they have not the leafr 
notion of a foture {fate. 

VII. Kon J AK ; this appears to be a 
pretty large iiland, on which is feen a 
ridge of mountains, with high tops, pro= 
jecting here and there. In the middle 

part 
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part _of the ifland are vallies and plains, 
ind a navigable river, of a confiderable 
breadth and depth. The mouth of this 
river fonps a bay, fit to admit {hipping. 
Another fmaller river iffues from a lake 

to the northward, and flows fouthward, 
for the f pace of about four werfis into 
the fea. The lake fee ms to. be about fix 
werfis long, a weril broad, and from ten 
to fifteen fathom deep. In this river 
many forts of fi{h come from the fea into 
the lake, and are caught in great quan­
tities; fuch as large gudgeons, h~rrings, 
five or fix PVerfchocks (a) long, haddocks, 

fol~s, red falmon, and· feve1:al other f pe­
cies,. known only in thefo waters, and 

called Kifchutfch, Chaiko, Peflraiki, Pof-
. tufchina, &c. 

This ifiand is inhabited by a people ab­
folutely unknown hitherto~ who call them­

(elves 

(a) The fixteenth ioart of an A,fchine, or one 

i1~ch ~nd an half Englifh me~fore~ 
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felves Kanagyft. To all appearance thefe 
Wanders are numerous; for they appeared 
in great numbers on the coafi. They 
feem to be an obil:inate and brutifh peo­
ple, who will fubmit to no ruler, and 
fuew no refpect to each other. The drefs 
of thefe people confi~s of the under gar­
ment above defcribed, made of dark co~ 

' loured, brown and red fox-ikins ; as alfo 
of the fkins of beavers, fea-fowls and 
elks, and the fpeckled :field-moufe, (Mus 
Citellus) which they call Jewrafchki or 
8qflik: how and where they catch thefe 
animals, we could not learn. In winter 
they wear on their feet a kind of long 
fnow-fhoes, called T'orpafes, made of 
raindeer~fkin, fewed with Kamifch (a). 
They wear no fiockings nor breeches, 
but variety of caps~ which they make of 
many different fruffs, according to their 
fancy. Their common weapons are bows 

and 

(a) Komijc'h is a kind of reed, the fibres of which 
they draw out into threads~ 
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and arrows,, lances and knives, made of 
raindeer's bones, hatchets of a hard black 

flone, with which they likewife make the 

points of their lances. As foon as thefe 

}Jeople perceived llS, they wanted to fall 

t1pon us, after their brutifh cufiom, to rob 
and murder us. They are partict1Iarly 

f piteful again it all people that come from 
the difiricl: of Kamtfchatka; and, in ·ge­

neral, they are dangerous to all {hangers 
who approach their ifland. They live in 

1urts or cellars under ground, where 
there does not a pp ear the lea:fl: clean~ 

linefs, as in the huts of the Kamtfclzadales. 
By way of ornament, they bore their 

under lip, where they bang fine bone,s of 

beafis and birds, as other nations wear 
omaments to their ears. They commonly 

paint their faces with red, blue, and other 

colours. The men bear wooden iliields, 

which they call Ku} ak£. They go out to 
fea, either alone or two or three together, 

in their Baidars, which are light, fmall 

.and long boats, made of fea-dog's ikin. 

They have likewife lar.geBaida;rs, in which 
F more 
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more people can fk They live chiefly 
upon the fiih they call P altujina, .and 
fiock-fiili or haddock, which they catch 
in the fea with hooks made of bone. They 
are very dexterous at catching the river 
fi{h with their 'I}bir-iug-s, which are net$ 

or bags, that they weave with firings or 
threads. All thefe fifh they eat raw. Be­
fides thefe, they catch a good quantity of 
beavers, fea-cows, cat-fifu ( Sui'ifchi) and 
.dog-fiih; but, on the rivers, otters, brown 
and grey foxes, ermines, bears, and beau­
tiful fpeckled and tabby mice, called 

Jewrafchki. As to birds, they have on 
this ifland all forts of fiorks, ducks, ravens, 

, magpies, & c. but no particular kinds have 
been obferved. The berries that grow 
there in great plenty are;, hurts, Schick-
fas, cranberries, floes, Toloknj anka and 
8arana. Their woods are chiefly the al­
der-tree, birch, and feveral forts of 
willowso 

VIII. The iiland of UMANA K, which 

had alre.ady been ~ifcover~d in the for.,. 
mer 
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mer' navigation, is full . three hundred 

werfts in compafs. No woods are to be 

found there. What grows there, is the 
fame thick reed, or fea-grafs, as in Kamt-
fchat ka. -The rivers that flow from the 
lakes are but fmall. Both in this and the 
Hland of Unalafchka, before difcovered, 
as alfo throughout our new Northern 
Archipelago, the inhabitants have no 
notion of any religion; and in their dark­
nefs, only believe in witchcraft. 

The men wear upper and under 
garments of ikins of the Uri! and Ar­
jen (a), &c. the women wear the fame 

F 2 cloathing, 

(a) The Uril ( Corvus Aquaticus) is a kind of 

water-ravtm, not unlike the crane: it is efteemed 

as a dainty. See KRASCHENINNIKOFF's De-

flription of Kamtfchatka, vol. I, p. 334. The 
.Arjen, Colynzbus Arflicus, (Lumme diflus l,Vormis) 

Hoyer. A large fort of black and white duck, 

which are found in innumerable flocks on the 

rncky iilands: their ikin ferves to make clothes and 

furs, See KRASCHENINNIKOFF, vol. i, p. 300. 
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cloathing, only theirs are mofiI y made of 
the ikins of beafis; namely, of the beaver 
and cat-fiih, fewed toge,ther with the 
finews of the Sjutfchct. A man has. as 
many wives as he pleafes, or as he can 
afford to keep ; but he often trades with 
them different ways: for infiance, if one 
man is, in poffeffion of fomething that. 
another has .a fancy for, he lets him have 
it for a wife or two. They do the fame 
with their children, efpecially ~ith their 
boys. They feed upon the fleih of 
feveral animals, and commonly eat it 
raw; fometimes they roa:ft or broil it ... 
Their manner of doing it is this: they heap 
up fome fioncs, which they bind on all 
fides with clay, light a fire underneath, 
then lay fome fiicks acrofs the top, on 
which they put their meat' or fi{h to· broil. 
They catch the P a!tufina and frock-fiih, 
both in winter and fummer, with bone 
hooks, fafiened to a firing: the larger fifh 
they fl1oot with arrows. The whales· 
which the f ea cafis on ihore are a great 
addition to their provifion. Some Y,ear& 

the 
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the, berries called Schie kfa will grow 
there; and fame years none at· all. When 
the fea fails to throw up -the cufiomary 

fupply, they live upon the common fea­

muffels, &c. Wherever ' any. one has 

fixed his habitation, nobodydfe dares to 
hunt or fiih in .the neighbourhood, rior 
appropriate to himfolf ·what: the fea ;ha-s~. 
caft up, unlefs he has. previouily agre,ed 

. with him for a part of the produce. .Jf 
a man happens, on his way _or in h1mting, 

to come upon anoth~r man's territory, he. 
mufr take up his lodging in their Baidars.~, 
unlefs he is a rrlation, for iri that cafe he 
takes him into his hut. As :they do not 
confiantly refide in one place, their m1m"" 

hers cannot be exactly afcertained. The 
men, and women too, cut their hair be~ 
fore, and fome all round, and tie it Uf>:. 
in a bunch behind ; but if they are in· 
affiicl:ion, or meet with any mifchance, 

they let it hang. down ,carelefsly. · They 

bore the upper lip of the young children 

of both fexes, under the nofirils, whern. 

they hang feveral forts of fiones, and 

whitened 
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whitened, fifh-bones, or the · bo11es of' 

other animals: they wear the fame 
1

finery: 
by way of ear-rings. They make their 

Baidars with the fkins of beafis, chieflf 
of fea ... cows, which• are very large. · They• 
ate · of different Iengths,;.fon:e· .even iii' 
fathom. Thefe · will hold thirty or forty 

perfons, with their wive·s and children.:. 

they row .them with oars on both fides1 . 

like boats,. but without a rudder. They 
haveJikewife fmaller :Bai4ars., with oars 
on both fides. Their w.ea pons confifi: 
of bows and. arrows, ab0ut .an Archine­
and a half long. The points of their 

arrows are made .with irtdented bones, 
and fome with fharp-pointed · fiones. 
They like wife make ufe of wooden lances, 

which they call Kuj ati. There are no. 

woods on this ifland. They build their 

Jurts after the manner of Kamtfchatka, 
with the larch, fir, and other wood, which 

is driven by the fea to their coafis; with 
this difference only, that in thefe, the 

flooring is not fo firongly laid with earth 
as in the others. They cover the roof 

with 
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with grafs, which is laid on frefh every 
year. In thefe Jurts they live, till the 
pales rot by length of time, and are in 
danger of being crulhed by the preffure 
of the roof. They are frequentlyfrom five, 
ten, fifteen, to thirty fathem long, and 
commonly four fathom broad : the largefr 
are carried up to two or three fathom 
high. In the fmall Jurts there are from 
two to five windows or openings ; and in 
~he larger ones, fometimes ten. Behind, 
or adjoining to thefe great ]urts, they 
commonly build a few fmall ones, which 
ferve as houfes of office. They have no 
fire-place in their Jurts; but when the 
cold is very intenfe, they kindle a little 
heap of dried grafs in the middle of the 
Jurt, and warm their feet and legs, and 
their upper and under garments. Then 
they lie down to :fleep upon the dry grafs, 
covering themfelves with their warm 
cloaths: for thefe people know of no 

otJ:ler bedding. 

F I N J s~ 
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INTRODUCTION. 

LoNG Voyages have frequently 

been productive of f uch incidents 

as exceed the bounds of probability; 

fo that however fond we may be 

of thofe Authors, who in this ref- . 

pecr adminifter to our pleaf ure, by 
relating adventures of the wonder­

ful kind, yet we are apt to be f ufpi­
cious in perufing them, left our cre­

dulity fhould get the better of our 

judgment. It has. happened never­

theiefs frequently, that thof e very 

\i\Triters, whofe vvorks at firft fight 

"\Ycre f uf pecred of exaggeration or 

G 2 fiction 
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fiction, have afterwards, by fome 

unexpected accident, been wholly 

deared from f uch imputations. 

The occurrences which I am now 

about to relate, 1?-1ay, in a great 

~1eafure, · be claffed with thofe 

which, · if not utterly incredible~ 

are ·at leaft improbable ; they feem­

ing to have been ftudioufly em­

bellifhed with fuch circumftances 

as would give them moft the air 

of the marvellous. , I muft con­

fefa, that I myfe1f ,vas; in the be­

ginning, at a lofs what opinion to 

form, when Mr. VERNEZOBRE, 

Director of the whale - frlhery, 

tranfmitted to me the firft account 

of them from Arclzang·el. But as 

., the people concerned in the fol-

lowing 
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lowing Narrative were dependents 

of Count PETER IwANOWITSCH 

ScHUWALow, who at that time 

enjoyed a grant of the whale­

fifhery under the Emprefs EL r­

z ABET H, I requefted that Gen -

tleman to fend for them from Arch­
aJZgel, that I, might fatisfy myfelf 
by qu~ftioning them concerning 
their adventures. The Count 

complyed with -my requeft; and 

moreover expreif ed a de fire to fee 

and converfe with thefe men him= 

felfo 

In confequence of his orders, 

two of them were fent to Peter/­
burg; the one, AL EX rs HrMKoF, 

the. mate, a man of about fifty 
years of age; the other, I w AN 

H1M• 
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H1MKOF, godfo-h to-the former, of 
about thirty. Th~y arrivt:~d at this 
city in the beginning of the year 
1 7 5 o ~ · and the firft converfation i_ 
had with them, wa5 on the 8th of 
January. They brought with them 
f everal curious ,pieces ·of their .work~ 
rnanfhip, ·and fon1e productions of 
the def ert .I fl and on which the_y 
had fo long refided, as ptefents for 
Count ScHuwALow, of which 
things I {hall give fome account irt 
the f equel. · I tixamined them v1ith 

all the circumf peetion and care l 
·was rnafter of; · propofing to them 
f uch quefiions as I thought ne­
ceifary to fatisfy me of the truth 
of this ·relation. The reader there­
fore may. fafely believe that, after 

having taken fuch precautions, no 

· room 
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room is left to quefti()n the veracity 

of the following Narrative. 

Another circumftance tending 

alfo to authenticate the foIIowing 

account, is, that as foon as the 

imfo.rtunate fail.ors a.rrived at Arch­
angel,· Mr. KLINGSTADT, chief 

Auditor of the Admiralty of that 

city, fent for and examined them 

very particularly concerning the 

pvents which had befallen them; 

;n?-inuting down their anf wers ·in 
writing; with an intention of pub­
lifhjng himfolf an account of their 

ext~ao~dinary adventures. This 

Gentleman, ·rome time after, came 

to Peterjburg, and feeingtheNar­

rative which I had drawn up, he 

~~r~s pleafed to . fay, that he pre-

ferred 



ferr~d it to his own, and there ... 

fore gave up all thoughts of pub-.,; 
lifhing one himfelf. But he was 
f o qµIiging as to favour me with· 

a fight of his manufcript, in order 
that I might infert ( as I a¢lua11y 
have done) f ome particular inci "'.' 
dents, which the failors -had omit­

ted to inform me of, but had re­

lated to him.. Both the accounts 

agreed to. a tittle in all particul~rs 

where this Gentleman and I had . 
put the fame queftions to the fai-

lors; a circumftance which affords 

an alm.oft inconteftab!e proof of the 

truth of the whole. 

THE 



T F1 E 

N A R RAT I V E, &c. · 

~~~: N the year 1743, one JEREMIAH 

~ I ~ 0KLADMKOF, a Merchant' of 
kJf~~ Mefen, a town in the province 
of 'Jugovia and in the government of 
Archangel, fitted out a veffel, carrying 
fourteen men; fhe was defiined for Spitz­
bergtn·~ to be employed in the whale-or 
feal-fifhery (a). For eight fucceffive days 
after they had failed, the wind was fair; 
but on the ninth it changed, fo that infiead 

of 

(a) Seali are by the Ruffians called Morgi; a 
commodity in which they carry on a very con .. 
fiJera ble trade. 

H 
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of getting to the weft of Spitzbergen, the 

ufoal place of rendevouz for the Dutch 

ihips, and thofe of other nations annually 

employed in the whale-fiihery, they were 

driven eailward of thofe iilands; and, after 

fome days~ they found themfelves at afmall 

difrance from one of them, called EAsT­
Sr 1 T zBERGE N; by the RuiTians, Maloy 
Broun; that is, Li"ttle Broun (SPITZBER­

G EN, properly fo called, being known to 

them by the name of Bolfchoy Broun, that 

is,· Gr.eat Broun) .. Having approached thi~ 

iiland within almofi three 1Verjls, or ttwo 

Engliih miles, their veifel was fuddertly 

forrounded by ice,. and ·they found 

themfelves in an extremely dangerom 
fituation .. 

In this alarming flate a cotmcil ,,,vas 

held; when the mate, A:tEXIS Hi MKOF, 

i'nformed them that h.e recollecl:ed to ha Ye 
I 

heard, that fome of the people of Mefen, 
fo:rne time before, having formed a refo­

Iution of wintering upon this ifiand, had 

accordingly carried from that city timber 

proper 
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proper for building ~ hut; and had actually 

erected one at fome difiance from the 
ihore. 

eThis information induced the whole 

company to refolve on wintering there, 

if the hut, ;as they hoped, frill . exifred ; 
for they clearly. pe,rceived the imminent 
danger they were in; ap:d that they mufi 
inevitably perifh if they continued in the 
ihip~ They dif patched therefore· four of 
their crew, in fearch ·of. the hut, or any 

other fuccour they could m:eet _ with. 

Thefe were ALEXIS Hi1WKOF, the mate; 
lwAN H_rMKOF., his· goHfon; STEPHEN 

ScHARAfOF, ~nd FEODOR WEREGIN. 

· As the fhor·e on which they were to 

land \\:aS uninhabited~ it was neceifary 
that they fhould ma:ke fome provifion 
for their ·expedition. They had ahnofr 

tyrn miles tO travel over loofe ridges of 
ice, which being · raifed by the waves, 

and driven againft each other by the 

wincl, rendered the way equally difficult 

H 2 a11q 



[ 52 ] 
and dangeFqus ; · pruden~e therefore for-: 
bad their loading themfelves too much, 
left, being overburthened, they might 
· fink in between the pieces of ice and 
periih~ 

Having thus maturely confictered the 
nature of their undertaking, they pro­
vided themfelves with a mufket, a pow".' 
der-horn containing twelve ~barges of 
powder,. with as many balls, an axe~ a 
fmall kettle, a bag with about twenty 
pounds of flower, a knife, a tinder-box 
and tinder, a bladder filled with tobacco, 
and every man hi~ wooden pipe. Thus 
accou~red, thefe four failors quickly 
arrived on the ifland, little fufpe¢ting 
the misfortunes that would befall th.emo 

They began with exploring the 
country; and foon difcovered the hut 
they were in. fearch of, about an Englifh 
mile and a half from the 1hore. It was 
ihirty fix feet in length, eighteen feet in 
peighth, and as many in breadth. It cGn~ 

taineq 
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t_ained a fmall anti-chamber, about twelve 

feet broad, which had two doors, the one 
to 1hut it up from the outer air, the other_ 
to form a communication with the inner 
room: this contributed greatly to keep 

the larger room warm, when once heated. _ 
ln the large room was an earthen fiove, 
GOnfl:rucced in the Ruffian manner; that 
is, a kind of oven without a chimney, 
which fer¥es occafionally either for bak_­
ing, for heating the room, or, as is 
cuftomary amongil: the Ruffian peafants, 
in very cold weather, for a place to ileep 

l;pon. 

The reader mufi not be furprifed at 

my _mentioning a rooJ?l without a chim­
ney; for the houfes inhabited by the lower 
clafs of people in Ruffia are feldom built 
otherwife. When ~ fire. is kindled in 
one of thefe fioves, the room, as may 
well be fop po fed, is filled with f moke; 

t_o give vent to which, the door, and three 

or four windows are opened. Thefe win-

4ows are each a foot in heighth, and about 
fix 
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fix inches .wide: they are cnt out of· the 

beams whereof the houfe is built; and, 
by means of a fliding-board, thyy may, 
~ hen· occafio·n requires it, be fhut very 

dofe. When therefore 2 fire is made 

in the frove; the fmoke d.efc€nds no lower 
thin thG windows, throt1gh which, or 
~hrough the door, it finds ~ vent, accord­
ing to the dire&ion of the wind; and per""'. 
fons may continue in the room, without 
feeling any · great inconveniency from it. 
The . reader wi!I readily conjecture that 
the upper part of fuch a place, between 
the windows and the cieling, mufl: be 
as black as ebony ; but, from the 
windows down to the floor, the wood 

is perfotUy dean, and retains its natural 
colouro 

They. rejoic~d greatly at having dif­

covered the hut, which had however fof­
fered much from the weather' it having 
now been- built a confiderable time : our 

adventurers however contrived to pafs 
the night in it.. Early next morning 

they 
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they hafl:ened to. the fhore, impatient . to 
inform, their comrades of their fuccefs; 
and alfo to procure from their vett~l fuch 
provifions, amml~I)ition, and other ne­
ceffaries, as might better enable them to 
winter on the i:lland. 

I leave my readers to figure to them­
felves the afionifhment and agony of mind 
thefe poor people mufi have felt, when; 
on reaching the place of their landing, 
.they fa w nothing but an open fea, free 
from the ice, which, but a day before, had 
covered the ocean. A violent fiorm, 
which had arifen duri!1g the. night, had 
certainly been the caufe of this difafirous 
event. But they could not tell whether 
the ice which had before hemmed in the 
veffel, ,agitated by the violence of the 
waves, had been driven againfi her, and 
fhattered her to pieces;, or whether ihe 
had been carried by the .current into 
the main; a circumfrance which fre ... 
quently happens in thofe feas. Whatever 
accident had befallen the ihip, they faw 

her 
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her no more; and as no tidings were ever 
afterwards received of her, it is mofi pro-­

ba ble that ihe funk, and that all on board 

of her perifhed. 

This melancholy event depriving the 
unhappy wretches of all hope of ever 
being able to quit the iiland, they 're­
turned to the hut from whence they hacl 
come, full of horror and defpair. 

Their firfi attention was employed, as 
may eafily be imagined, in devifing means 
of providing fubfiilence, and for repair­
ing their hut. The twelve charges of 
powder which they had brought with 
them, foon procured tpem as marty rain­
deer; the ifland, fortunately for them, 
abounding in thefe animals. 

Raindeer being only found in the moil: 

northern parts of Europe, fuch as Lapland, 
and in the corref ponding parts of Afia, 

a fhon defcription of thefe animals will, 
it is hoped, not be deemed an unpardon­
able digreffion. The 
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The raindeer much refemble the 

flag, or elk. They are commonly of 

an aih-colour; but there are fome of a 

reddiili cafr. They exceed the frag in 

fize, and are alfo more fleihy. Their 

horns are fmooth and of a whitiih hue, 

with more branches than thof e of the 

:ftag, but very like the horns of the elk. 

The raindeer, when running, make 
a noife with the joints of their legs; 
and this alfo ferves to difiinguifh them 

from the fiag. 

The LajJlanders, the Samojedes, and a 
branch of the Tongufes, who, from the 

word Olen, which in the Rufi.1an language 

fignifies Ra-in-deer, are called Oleni-Ton­
gufes, ufe . raindeer to draw in their 

il~dges, infread of horfes ; for, befides 

being of fufficient frrength, their f wiftnefs 

is incredible. Mofs, which in all the 

northern countries is produced in great 

abundance, is the only food on which 

they fubfifr. This they procure for them­

elvfes, by clearing away with their feet 

I the 
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the fnow which covers the mofa; fo that 

their owners are at no expence for t}Jeif 

maintenanceo 

An opinion prevails, that the raindeer 

~annot · 1ive i~ ' any bnt their nadve 

country. This however I will ·venture to 

fay is falfe; for I myfelf faw at M~(cow, 
twelve of thefe animals, vyhich belonged 

to the High - Chanc~llor Count Go LO F~ 

¥IN, feeding in a meadow adjoining tQ 

ihe river Yaufe, which waters that noble~ 

man's gardens:. and in the year 17 52, 
Count PET .ER Iw ANOWITSCH ScHuW A­

Lo F, had both a male and female brought 

from Archangel.· They fed on nothing 

but mofs,. yet the female 'produced a 
yot1ng one, which throve . to admiration, 

' and c·ontinued in foll health and_ vigour 

till the year I 7 54. How long they lived 

afterwards I cannot fay, as I returned to 

Pete1:jburg in that yeaL 

I have before obferved, that the hut 

\vhich the Gilors were fo fortunate as tQ 

find, 
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find, had fi1Rained fome damage, and it 
was this : there ,were cracks in , many 

places between the boards of the building, 
which freely admitted the air. This in­
conveniency was however eaflly i·eme­

died, as they had an axe; and the beams 
were frill found (for wood in thofe cold 
climates continues t11rough a length of 

years unimpaired by wortns or decay) fo 
it was cafy for them to make the boards 
join again very tolerably; befides, mofs 
growing in great abundance all over the 
i11and, there was inore than fufficient to 
flop up the crevices, which woo'den 
houfes muft always be -liable to. Repairs 
of. this kind cofr the unha p·py men the lefs 

trouble; as they were Ruffians; for all 
Ruffian peafants ate known to be good 
carpenters: they build their O\Vrt houfes=> 
·rnd are very expert in handling the axe. 

The intenfe cold, which makes thofe 
climates habitable to fo few f pecies of 

animals, renders them eqmfly unfit for 

the produclion of vegetables. No fpecies ... 
I 2 of 
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of tree, or· even fhrub, ·is found on any 
of the iilands of Spitzberzen ; a circum­

ftance of the mofl: alarming nature to our 

failors. Without fire it was impoffible 

to refift tpe rigour of the climate; and 

without wood, how was that fire to be 

produced, or fupported? Providence, how­

ever, has fo ordered it, that in this par .. 

· ticular, the fea fupplies the defecl:s of the 

land. In wandering along the beach, 

they collected plenty of wood, which 

had been driven afhore by the \Vaves; 

and which at firft confifred of the vvred:.s 

of ihips, and afterwards qf whole trees 

with their roots, the produce of fome 

·more hof pitable, but to them unknown 

climate, which the overfl0\~1ing of rivers, 

or other accidents, had fent into the 

ocean'. This will not a pp ear incredible to 

thofe who have perufed the journals of 

the feveral navigators who have been 

forced to winter in No'va Zemla (a), or 

any 

(a) I mnft obferve here, that the true prc.mun­

ciation of d1at \rnrd is not }fo0ua Zembla ( as men·-

fronc;d 
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any other country in a frill more northern 
latitude. 

Nothing proved of more eifential fer­
vice to thefe unfortunate men, during the 

firfr year of their exile, than fome boards 

they found upon the beach, having a long 
iron hook, fome nails of about five or fix 
inches long, and proportionably thick, 
and other bits of old iron fi~ed in them; 

the melancholy relic ks of fome veffels cafr 

away in thofe remote parts. Thefe were 

thrown afhore by the waves at a time 

when the want of powder gave our men 

reafon to apprehend that they mull: fall a 

prey to hunger, as they had nearly con­
fumed thof e raindeer they had killed. 

This lucky circumfiance was attended 

with 

tioncd Ly feveral authors) but .:.Vc7_:oia, or Nova 

Zem!a. The Ruin.ans having taken poffeffion of this 
ifland, gave it the name of Noi•oia, or Nova Zemla; 

tbat i:,, New Earth, or New Land; for the word 

Zenda, in the Ruffian language, expreifosboth thde 
idi.::a~: and thus it is called in Ruflia, on which it is 

dependent. 
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with another, · e.qually fortunate; they 
found, om the ihore, the root of a fir­
tree, which nearly approached to the' 

figure of a bow.i 

As i1ece:ffoy has ever been the mother 

of invention; fo they foon faihioned this 

root · to a good bow, by the help of a 

knife; but fiill they wanted a firing, and 

arrows. Not knowing how toprbcure thefe 

at prefent, they refolved upon making a 

couple of lances, to defend themfelves 

againfi the w bite bears, by far the mofr 
ferocious of their kind, whofe attacks 

they had great reafon to dread. 

Finding they could neither make the 

heads of their lances, nor of their arrows; 
·without the help of a hammer, they con~ 

trived to form the large iron hook men­

tioned above into one, by heating it, and 

widening a hole it happened to baYe abom 

its__,middle, with the help of one of their 
largefi nails. This received the kmdle, 
and a round b~tton ;:;,t one end of the book 

ferved 
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:Ccrved for the face of the hammer. A large 

pebble fupplicd the place of an anvil ; 
~:nd a couple of raindeer's horns made the 
tongs. By the means of fuch-tools, they 
made two heads of fpears; and after po­
lifl1ing and :!harpening them on £tones, 
they ti,.::d them as fafi as poffible with 
thongs made of rainq.eer-ikins, to :fi:icks 
about · the thicknefs of a man's arm, 

which they got from forne branches of 
trees that had been cafi on iliore. 

Thus equipped with fpears, they rc­
folvcd to attack a white bear; and after a· 

moil dangerous encounter, they killed the 

formidable creature, and thereby made a 
new fupply of provifioris. The flefh of 
this animal they reli:lhed exceedingly, as 
they thought it much refembled beef in 
tafie and flavour. The tendons they 

faw. with much pleafure could, with 
little or no trouble, be divided in to :fila~ 

rnents, of what fi.nenefs they thought fit. 
This perhaps was the :µiofr fortunate di( .. 

covery 
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covery thefe men cot~ld have made; for, 

befides other ad vantages, which will be 

hereafter· mentioned, they were hereby 

fomifhed with firings for their bow~ 

The foccefs of our unfortunate itlandern 
in making the f pears, and the ufe thefe 
proved of, encouraged them to proceed, and 
to forge fame pieces of iron into heads· of 

arrows of the fame :!hap.e, though fome~ 

whatfmaller in fize than the fpears above­
mentioned. . Having ground and fhar­
pened thef e like the former, they tied 

them, with the finews of th~ white bears, 
to pieces of fir, to which, by the help of 
:fine threads of the fame, they fa:11:ened 

feathers of fea-fowl; and thus became 
poifeffed of a complete bow and a~rows. 

Their ingenuity, in this ref pect, was 

crowned with Juccefs far beyond their 

expecl:ation; for, during the time of their 

continuance upon the iiland, with tbefe 

arrows they killed no lefs than two 

hundred and fifty raindeer, befides a 

great 
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great mmiber of blue and white foxes (a). 
The fieih. of .rhefe animals ferved them 
alfo for food, and th~ir ikins for cloath­
ing;, and other ncce:iTary prefervativcs 

againfr the intenfe coldnefs of a climate 
fo near the Pole. 

They kiIIed hovvever only ten white 
· bears in all, arid th-at not without the utmoft 

danger; for thefe animals being ptodi­
giouil y :fhong, defended themfelves w1th 
afioniihing vigour and fury. The firft our 
rheri attacked defignedly; the other nine 
they ilew in defending then;ifel ves from 
their atlauhs: for fome of thcfe creaturer. 
even ventured to enter the outer room of 
the hut, in order to devour them. It is 
true, that all the bears did_ not llie\v (if I 

may be allowed the expreffion) equal in-

trepidity; 

(a) The Ruffians call them P,jlzi, on account 
of their gre::1.tly refernbling thole i:Oandic dogs 
which the fhepherds in Germany ufua1ly e111ploy 
to \Vatch their iheep.--The word Pes, in the 
Ruffian language, fignifies a Dog. 

K 



[ 66 J 
trepidity; either owing to fome being Iefs 

preffed by hunger, or to their being by 
nature lefa carnivorous than the others: 

for fame of them which entered the 
hut, immediately betook themfelves to 

flight on the ~rfi attempt of the failors 
to drive them away. A repetition, how­

ever, of thefe ferocious attacks, threw 

the poor men into great terror and 

anxiety, as they were in almofi a per­
petual danger of being devoured. The 
three different, kinds of animals ,above­

~entioned, rviz. the rai1;1deer, the blue 

and white foxes, and the white bears, 
were the only food thefe wretched ma~ 
riners tafied during the~r continuance in 

. this dreary abodee 

We do not at once fee every re­
fource. It is generally neccffity which 
quickens our invention, opening by de­
grees our eyes, and· pointing om expe­

dients which otherwife might never have 
occurred to our thoughts. The truth of 

this obfervation our four failors ex pe-

rienctd 
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rienced in various infiances. They were 

for fome time reduced to the neceffi.ty 

of eating their meat almoft raw, and with­

out either brecJ.d or falt; for they were 

quite defiitutc of bo!h, The intenfe­

nefs of the cold, together with the want 

of proper conveniences, prevented them 

from ceoking their victuals in a proper 

manner. 'There was but one ftove in the 

hut, and that being fet up agreeably. to 

the Ruffian tafie, was more like an oven~ 

~nd confequently not well adapted for 

boiling any thing. \i\Tood alfo was too 

precious a corpmodity to be wafied in 

keeping up two fires; and the one they 
might have made out of their habi­

tation, to drefs their vietu?ls, would ~n 

po way have ferved to warm them. Ano­

ther reafon aga)nfi their cooking in the 

open air, was the continual danger of an 

~track from the white bears, And here 

I muil: obferve, that fuppof e tpey had 

made the ~ttempt, it would fiill have been 
practicable for only fome part of the year; 

for the <:ol~, which in fuch a clim,_are 
K 2 fqt 
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for fome months fcarce ever abates, from 

the long abfence of the fun, then enlight­

ening the oppofite hemifphere; the incon­

ceivab~e qt1antity of foow, which is con: 

tinually fal11~g through tqe greateft part 
of the winter; together with the alrnofi 

inceuant rains at certain feafons ; all 
thefe vvere infurmountable ob11acles to 

that expedient. 

To remedy therefore, in fome degree, 

the hard:fhip of eating their meat half 
raw, they bethought thcmfelvcs of drying 
fomc of their p::-ovif.:on) dtu11w the furn--

. - . 0 . 

:mer, in the 02e:.1 z\ir, and afterwards of 
hanging it up in the upper part o_f the_ 
fa·(t, which, as. I mentioned before, was 

continually filled with fmoke do~n to the 
~vindows: it was th-:..1s dried thoroughly 
by the help of that fmoke. This meat, 

fo prepared, they ufed foi- bread, and 
i_t m_ade them reliH1 their other fle:fh the 

better,' as they could only half drefs it. 

Finding this experiment anf wer in every 

ref peel: their wiil-1es, they continued to 
praetifo 
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pra(~if e it during the whole time of their 
~onfinem.ent upon the ifland, and always 
·kept up by that means a fufficient frock 
pf provifions. vVater they had in fum­
mc r from fmall rivulets that fell from the 
roc"k.s ; and in winter, from the fnow and 
ice thawed: this was of courfe their only 
beverage; and their fmall kettle was 
;he only veffel they could make ufe of 
for this and other purpofese 

It is well known, that fea-faring peo.­
plc are extremely fubject to the fcurvy; 
and it has been obferved, that this dif­
eafe increafes in proportion as we ap­
proach the Poles; which mufi be attri­
buted either to the exceffive cold, or to 
fome other caufe yet unknown~ How­
~ver that may be, our mariners, feeing 
t~ernfelves qt,.1ite deftitute of every means 
of c~re, in cafe they ihould be attacked 
with fo fatal a diforder, judged it· expe:.. 
client not to neglect any regimen gene­
.rally adopted as a prefervative againfi' 
\his impending evil. JwA~ HIMKOF, 

one 
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one of their number, who had feveral 
times wintered on the coafi of IV ejl-

. S.p£tzbergen, ad vifed his unfortunate com\­

panions to [wallow raw and frozen meat, 

broken into fmall bits; to drink the blood 

of raindeer warm, as it' flowed from 
their veins immediately aft~r killing them; 
to ufe as much exercife as poffible; and 

laftly, to eat fcurvy-grafs (Cochlearia) 
which grows on the iifand, though .n,pt 
in great plenty. 

I leave the Faculty to determine whe­
ther raw frozen fleih, or warm raindeer 
blood, be proper antidotes to the difiem­

per; but exercife and the uf e of fcurvy­

grafs have always been recommended to 

perfons of a fcorbutic tendency, whether 
actually afflicl:ed with, the diforder o.r 

not. Be this as it may, experience at 

leafr fee ms to ha ~1e proved thefe remedies 
to be eff ecrual ; for. three of the failors, 

who pmfued the above method, continued, 

totally free from all t~int of the difeafe. 

The fourth, THEODORE WEREG IN, on 

the 
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the contrary, who was naturally indolent, 

a verfe to drinking the rain deer blood, 

and unwilling to leave the hut when he 

could poffibly avoid it, was, foon after 

their arrival on the ifland, feized with 

the fcurvy, which afterwards became fo 
bad, that he paffed almo:fl: fix years under 

the greateft fufferings: in the latter part 

of tHat time, he became fo weak that he 

could no longer fit erecr, nor eYen raifo 
his handto his mouth; fo that his humane 
companions. were obliged to feed and 

tend him:, like a new"'"born infant, to the 

hour of his death(~) .. 

I have 

(a) Though- I have intimated my doubts ref­
petting the-antifcorbutic virtue of raw frozen fleih, 

and the warm blood of raindeer, yet thefe things are 

not unworthy of confi.deration; . fqr, in the £rft 
volume of Foyages and Difcovcries made by the Rujfianr, 
along the Coqjls of the Frozen Sea and Eqflern Ocean) 

&c. publifhed by Counfellor MILLER, I find th~ 

inhabitants of North Siberia eat raw frozen £.fh 
as a prefervative againft the fcurvy. The paf­

fage alluded to occurs in pages r94, 195. " Our 
"' peo~le winte,red at the mouth of the river Cho~ 

" tv/htac.h. 
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1 have mentioned above, 

failors brought a fmall bag 
that out 
of flour 

with 

" tujhtach. Here the [curvy began to fpread amongft 

" them; but it was happily cured, by a detoc­

" tion of buds of cedar, which there grows like 

" ihrubs; and, according to the cuftorri of that 

" country, by frozen fifh eaten raw. By thefe 

" means, feconded by continual inotion and labour, 

" the major part of the crew continued healthy, 

" and the fick recovered.'' 

The recovery of the iick. may perhaps be attri..:,. 

buted folely to the conftant motion in which they 
kept themfelves, and to the balfam containeq in, 
the cedar-buds, which properly is a kind of tur­

pentine, and is ufed as foch for purifying the blood~ 

It is however evident, from the paffage above 

quoted, that the inhabitants of thofc countries eat. 

raw frozen fifh as a fpecific remedy for the fcurvy; 
and this is what I meant to obferve. 

The above-mentioned Counfellor Miller; in: 
pages 205, 206, alfo fpeaks of e:xercife, and the 

warm blood of raindeer, as beneficial in ftorbutic 

cafes. " In this particular," fays he, " the 

" Ruffians ~bout Archangel fhouJd be imitated; 

" forne of whom, almoft every year, winter ~n 

" Nova Zemla, without ever contracting the {curvy. 

" They follow the example of the Samojedes, by 
" frequently d ri,.J: i 1,?: the warm- blood of raind~eF 

" juft 
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with them to the iiland. Of this they had 
confumed about on~ half with their meat; 

the 

" juft killed."--" The hunting after thefe ani­

" ma!s requires a continual exercife. None ever 

'' keeps in his hut during the day, unlefs the ftormy 

" weather, or too great quantities of fnow, hinder 

" them from making their ufual excurfions." 

When I read to Mr. S. BAT I G NE the account 

which I now lay before the public, he told me, he 

was inclined to believe that the blood of raindeer, 

if drunk quite warm, might be a great'prefervative 

againft, and even a cure for the fcurvy, preventing 

and difp~rfing, by its refolvent nature, all thofe vif­

cuous concretions, which give rife to a diforder that 

proceeds chiefly from a want of proper circulation in 
the juices; which at length brings on putrefaction, 

and infeas the whole mafs of the bl'ood. Among 

other proofs, he grounded his opinion on what 

fome voyagers to the Vl eft-Indies relate, that when 

the fcurvy rages amongft a fhip's crew, they direB:ly 

make for one of the 'Tortuga, or 7'urtle ljlands, fo 

called from the great number of thofe animals found 

there. The patients feeding plentifully on them, 

from the quantity of their blood, and its balfamic 

quality, fin<l them remarkably wholeforne.-This 

=~ farther confirmed by a prevailing cuftom ,in th~ 
Alps 

L 
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the remainder they employed m a dif­
ferent manner, equally ufeful. They foon 
faw the neceffity of keeping up a con­
tinual fire in fo cold a climate, and found 
that if it fhould unfortunately go out, 
they had no means of lighting it again; 
for though they had a fteel and flints, 
yet they wanted both match and tin­

der. 

The American favages have hit on an 

expedient for procuring fire, by .rubbing a 
fquare piece of hard wood betwe~n 
two pieces of a fofter kind; which being 
preffed clof e by the knees, are at length 
heated by !the friclion, and foon after 

fmoke 

Alps and adjacent country, where thofe affii8:ed 

with a pleurify, or other diforders occafioned by an 
obftruction in the circulation of the fluids, are or~ 

dered to take the blood of Bouquetins, or Wild 
Goats; which though it be a dry fubftance, yet_ 
retains fo much of its volatile nature, as to produce 

the moft happy effects, in bringing on firft a gentle 

perfpiration-1 then ccipious fweats. 
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fmoke and take fire (a). It is not to be 
prefumed that our unfortunate failo ·s ,vere 

L 2 ac-

(a) See what LABAT fays on this fubjeB:, in his 

New /7oyages to the Amer·ican Ijlands, when fpeaking 

pf the Carribs.---But I mufl: here add, that 

this is not the only manner of procuring a fire, in 
ufe amongft the Ar;nericans. Some of them ·have 
fallen on another expedient, which is a fingu 11r 

contrivaµ.~e, a machine peculiarly adapted to the 

purpofe; and what is more remarkable, even the 
inhabitants of J(amtjchatka ufe the fame inftrument. 

Here I beg leave to lay before the reader what 

Counfellor Mr L LER has faid on this fo bjeB: in 

his .Account of the Difcoveries made by the Ruffians, 

before quoted, page 257. " Mr. STELLER 

" c2me to a place where the Americans had but 

" juft dined, but t~e inftant he approached they 

" retired. He there found an arrow, and a wooden 

" inftrument for making fire, ex'aB:ly iimilar i:o 
" thofe ufecl for that purpo[e in Katn((chatka."-­

In a note fobjoined, he gives the following defrrip­

tion of it: " This is a piece of board with feveral 

" holes in it, and a ftick, the one end of which 

" is thruft into one of thefe holes, whilft the 

" other end is whirled round between the bands, 

" until the fwift gyration fets the hole on fire; 

" then the fi)arks are. caught on fome fubftance 

" like; 
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acquainted with this American practice; 
they knew, however, that by rubbin~ 
together two dry fticks, the one hard, the 

other foft, the latter would take fire ; for 

befides that this is tp.e metpod pra&if~d 
by t-h~ peafants in fome parts ~f Ruffia 

when in the woods, there is alfo a re­
ligious ceremony, firictly obferved in 
every Ruffian village where there is ~ 

church, in which th~ fire employed i~ 
called Givoy Agan, that is, Living Fire, 
and which mufi be kindled in the like. 

manner (a). 

" like tinder, eafily combuftible, and the fire is 

" kindled by the help of dried grafs, or other 111a~ 

" terials fit for the purpofe." 

(a) An account of this fingular ceremony may 
probably not prove unentertaining ,to my readers: 

though it have no immediate connection with this 
Narrative. 

The eighteenth of Auguft, old ftile, is by th~ 

Ruffians called Fro! i Lavoir, from two ma~tyrs, 

who, in the Roman calendar, are known by the 

fames of Florus and Laurus. ~ccoi·ding to the Ro;. 

man chronology, this day falls on the twenty-ninth 

of Auguft, the fame day on vvhich the church com-

memorates 
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The knowledge however of this could 

be of iittle ufe to them, for they were at 
cl- lofs for the materials nece:ffary to per­
form the experiment. They had no other 
wood but fir, which, as it was brought 
;hem by the waves,. wa.s much too wet 

for 

memorates the; decolation of, St. John. On this 
~ay the Ruffian peafants lead their horfes to the 
~hurch of the village, ne~r to the fide of which 
they have the evening before dug a cavity under 
ground, with two openings, one for entering, the 
~ther for going out. Each horfe having a bridle made 
of the rind of lime-tree, is made to enter this 
cavity in proceffional order; at the outlet ftands 
a priefl:, with a brufh in his hand, to fprinkle the 
creatures with holy water; and as they fucceffively 
come out, the bridle of each is taken off, and the 
l1orfes are then made to walk between two fires, 
kindled by what the Ruffians call Givoy Agon, 
that is Living Fire: into one of thefe fires the 
peafants throw their bridles, \I.' here they are con­
{umed. The rnanner 1of kindling this Givoy .dgon, 
is as follows. They take a branch of the maple­
tr.ee, which is previoui1y dried, and about fi.x feet 
long; this they rub hard on a piece of birch, which 
js aifo thoroughiy dried; but being fofter than the 
former, it is foon fet on fire hy the friB:ion; and 
(~rves for making the two fires before-mentioned. 



[ 78 J 
for the purpofe. The difficulty therefore 

was, by what means to fecure themfelves 

againfi fo difmal a calamity as the want 

of fire?. After revolving this hard pro­

blem in their minds, they had recourfe 

to the following contrivance. In their ex­

curfions through the iiland, they had 

met with a fiimy loam, or a kind of clay, 

nearly in the middle of it. Out of this 

they found means to form a utenfil which 

might ferve for a lamp ; and they pro­

pofed to keep it confiantly burning, with 

the fat of the animals they fhould kill. 

This was certainly the mofi rational fcheme 

they could have thought of; for to be 
I 

without a light, in a climate where, dur-

ing winter, darknefs reigns for feveral 

months together, would have added much 

to their other calamities. Having there­

fore fafhioned a kind of lamp, they filled 

it with raindeer's fat, and fiuck in it 

fome twifl:ed linen, ihaped into a wick. 

But they had the mortification to find, 

that as foon as the fat melted it not 
' only foaked into the clay, but fairly 

run 
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run through it on all fides. The thing 
therefore was to devife fame means 
for preventing this inconveniency, not 
~ri:fing from cracks, but from the fub­
fiarice of which the lamp was made be­
ing too porous. They made therefore 
a new orie, dried it thorqughly in · the 
air, then heated it red hot, and after­
wards quenched it in their kettle, 
wherein they had boiled a quantity of 
flour down to the confifrence of thin 
ftarch. The lamp being thus dried and 
;filled with melted fat, they now found, 
to their great joy' it did not leak. 
But for greater fecurity, they dipped 
linen rags in their pafie, and with them 
,covered all its outfide. Succeeding in 
this attempt, they immediately made ano­
ther lamp, for fear of an accident, that 
in all events. they might not be defii­
tute of light; and when they had done 
fo much, they thought proper to fave 
the remainder of their flour for fimilar 
p-urpofes. 

As 
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As ihcy had carefully collecl:ed what.:. 
ever happened to be cafr on ihore, to 

fupply them with fuel, they had found 
arnongfi the wrecks of veifels fome cor­
dage, and a fmall quant,ity of oakum 
(a kind of hemp ufed for calking ihips) 
which f erved them to make wicks for tbeit 
lamp. When thefe fiores began to· fail, 
their ihirts, and their drawers (which 
are worn by almoft all Ruffian peafants) 
were employed to make good the defi­
ciency. By thef e means they kept their 
lamp burning without in termiffion, from 
the day they firfr made it (a work they 
f et about foon after their arrival on the 
ifland) until that of their embarkation 
for their native country. 

The neceffity of converting the mofi 
effential parts of their cloathing, fuch as 
their ihirts and drawers, to the · ufe · 
above fpecified, expofed them the more 
to the rigour of the climate. They alfo 
found themfelves in want of fhoes, boots, 
and other articles of drefs; and as winter 

was 
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-iyas approaching, they were again ob­

liged to have recourfo to that m­

genuity which neceffity foggefis, and 
which f eldom fails in the trying hour 

of difirefo 

~They had ikins of rainde~r and foxes 

~n plenty that had hitherto ferved them 

for bedding, and _which they now thought 
of employing in Jo!11e more effential fer.;, 
vice ; but the quefiion was how to tan 

them~, After. deliberating on this fub­

jecl:, they took to the foilowing method. 

They foaked the 1kins _for . feveral days 

i!} freip . water, . ti_ll . they could pull off 

the hair pretty eafily; they then rubbed 
the wet leather with. their hands till it 
was nearly dry, when they fpread fome 

melted raindeer fat 'over it, and again 

rubbed it we~l. By this procefs the lea­

ther became foft, pliant and fupple, pro­
per for anf we ring every purpofe they 
wanted it foL Thofe ikins which they 

defigned for furs, they only foaked for 

one day, to prepare them for being 

M wrought, 
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wro~ght, and then proceeded in the man­

ner before mentioned, ~xcept only that 

they did not remove the hair. Thus they 
foon provided themfelves with the necef­
fary materials for all the parts of drefs 
they wanted. 

But here another difficulty occurred.­
They had neither awls for making 
fuoes or boots, nor needles for f ewing 
their garments. This want however they 
foon fupplied by means of the bits of 
iron they had occafionally collecl:ed. Out 
of thefe they made both; and by their 
indufiry even brought them to a certain 
degree of perfection. The making eyes to 
their needles gave them indeed no little 
trouble; b1.1t this they alfo performed with 

the affifiance of their knife; for having 

ground it, to a very iharp point, and 
heated red hot a kind of wire forged for 
that pmpof e, they pierced a hole through 

one end, and by whetting and' fmooth­
ing it on fiones, brought the other to 
a point, and thus gave the \Yhole needle 

a very 
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,a very tolerable form. I myf elf examined 

fome of thefe needles, and could find 
fault with nothing except the eye, which 
being made in the manner abovemen­

tioncd, was fo r~ugh that it often cut the 
thread drawn through it; an imper­

fection they could not poffibly remedy, 

for want of better took 

Sciffars, to cut out the ikins~ were 
what they next had occafion for; but 
having none, their place they fupplied 
with their knife : and though there was 

neicl:iy-r taylor nor fhoemaker amongfi 
them, ye:t they contrived to cut out their 
leather and furs well enough for their 

purpof ~.. The £news of the bears and 
the raindeer, which, as I mentioned be­
fore, ,they had fou,nd m.e.ans to f plit, ferved 

them for thread; and thus provided with 

the neceffary implements, they prnc;edec;l 
to make their new cloaths. 
' . ' l . . ' . . • ~ . . ~ 

Their fummer drefs confifred of a kind 

of jacket and trowfers, made of fkins 
l\if 2 preJ 
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prepared as I bave mentioned above ; 
and in. winter they wore long for-gowns, 

like the Samojedes, or Laplanders, fur"' 

nifhed with a hood, wliich covered' their 

head ind, neck~ le~ving only an opening 
for the face. Thefe gowns were fewed 

dofe · round, fo ~hat to put them o~, 
they were obliged to bring theill over 
their heads like a i11iq. 

Excepting the unea~nefs which gene".' 
rally accompanies ari involuntary foli'."' 
tude, thefe peop,Ie, having thus by their 
~ngenuity · fo far overcome their w~mts, 

might have had reafon to be. contented 
with what Providence had done for 
them in their difirefsful fituation. But 

that melancholy retiectio~, to which each 

of thefe. forlorn perfons ~ould not help 
giving ,,.-vay, that ·perhaps he might fut­
vive his companions, arid then periih for 

yvant of fubfifience,' or become a prey 

to the wild bcafis, inceifantly difiur bed 

~heir minds.'The m~te~ ALEXIS HIMKOF, 

~ore ·particularly fuffered, who haying 

left 
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left a wife' and three children behind, 

forely repined at his being feparated 
from them: they were, as he told me, 
coafiantly' in his mind, and the thot1ght 
of never more feeing them made hini 
very unhappy.--But I will now give 
fome accoun~ of the iiland, and relate 
what the failors told me about it. 

In the fea-chart of the northern parts, 
of Europe, drawn by GEizH ARD VAN 

KEuLEN, and correEled by JoHN PE-
. ) 

TERSEN SruuRMAN, this iiland of Eqft-
Spitzbergen, the Maloy Brown of the 
Ruffians, is placed between 77°. 251

• and 
78°. 45!. of north. latitude, and confe­
quently between the end of the third, and 
the beginning of the fot1rth climate ; 
hence the longefr duration of day-light 
there, mu:A: be four months in the year. 
According to the above Map, this iiland 
forms a kind of pentagone : its length, 
from eafr to wefr, is a bout one hundred 

and twenty, and its breadth, frnm n~:mh 

to fouth, abou~ one hundred and fifteen 
Englifli 
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Englifh miles. As I had forgotten to­

que:A:ion our failors concerning the fize 

of the ,i{land, fo for fome information I 

was obliged to confult the Map which had 

been laid before them on their return 
home, and which has been £nee f ent me 
from Archangel. In this· they had pointed 

out the place of their exile, fhewed the 

very f pot where they conceived their hut 
to fiand, and had mar:ked it with t}?.e · 

ftrok.e of a pen. 

As a proof that our mariners had not 

been mifiaken in · the fituation of this 
ifland, I fhall lay before my readers what 
:Mr. VERNEZOBRE comn;mnicated to me 
in one of his letters. 

~ The captain of -a galliot, callecl. the 

'" Nicholas and Andrew, belonging to 
~, Count PETER Iw ANOWITScH ScHu­

. '' w ALow: wintered in Jt,,falov Brown in 
~ ' 

" the_ year 17 49. As h~ arrived there 
'' foon after the departure of our failors, 
(' he found the hut in which they had 

" lived 
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" lived, knowing it to be the fame by a 

" wooden crofs, which the mate ALEXIS 

" H1MKOF had ere61:ed before the door, 

" as a memorial of his having taken pof­

" feffion of the country, which, from his 

" own name, he called Alexeyewjkoy 

" OJtrow, that is, Alexis' J;/land."-He 
further fays, in the fame letter-" Some 

" Samojedes, having heard of the adven­

" ttires of thefe failors, and quefiioned 
" them very circnmfiantially concerning 

" the country, lately fent me a mef­

" fage, expreffing their defire to make, a 

" fettlement upon this iiland, provided 

" a free paffage were granted to the~, 
" their wives, children, and their rain­

" deer." 

Before I enter on a circumfiantial ac­
cou'nt of the nature of this iiland, it may 

not be improper to introduce it with the 

following obfervation~ Some authors main~ 

t~in, that the country known by the name 

of Norva Zemla~ is no iiland, nor, as others 

affirm., a part of our continent; but only 

an. 
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an affemblage of ice, which ha:d gddu£ 
ally accumulated. They fupport their ~pi= 
nion, by faying, that you will meet with 
ice on digging to the depth of one or two 
feet into the fuperficial earth, which they 

p~etend has been carried _thither by the 
wind from the coafr of Afia, and depo­

fited on this ice.; 

1 fhall not undertake to decide this 

quefl:ion; as l have not perufed all the 
authors who ef poufe or controvert this 
opinion; nor is it to my prefent purpofeJ 
But thus mnch I will venture to affirm, 
that the ifland of E afl-Spitzhergen has not 
been formed by the ice, but that it is 
certainly real land ; and the account 
given me of it by thefe failors, puts this 
matter beyond all doubt. 

According- to their relation', the ifland 
of E afl-Spitzbergen has many mountains­
and freep rocks of a fiupendous height, 
which are confiantly covered with fnow 
and . ice. Not a tr,ee, nor even the 

pooreft 
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poorefi fhrub is to be met vvith; and of 

plants, fcurvy-grafs is the only one which 

grows there, and that but in f mall quai;i­

foies; it produces no grafa, but plenty of 
mofs i~1 every part. About the middle 

of the ii1and they found, as I have men­

tioned before; a- fattifh loam or clay ; 

· whence ,ve may reafonably infer, that 

iron ores have exified, or will be formed 

there t perhaps a careful fearch would 

difcover fome even now~ It has no river, 

but a great number of f mall rivulets, 

tv hich rife among-ft the rocks and moun­

tains, and afford plenty of water. Be­

fides pebbles, which are met with in 

abundance, this ifland produces another 

kind of frone that will burn to lime, and 

which is found on the furface of the 

earth. In Ruffi.a it is called P lit, and 

is taken from quarries, and ufed for 

making quick lime, to cement the foun­

dation of houfcs. It has the appear­

ance of a kind of free-fione, but when 

long expofed to the air, it fcales and' 

falls to pi~ces like ilates. The fhores of 

N the 
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the itland are covered with fand and 
gra veJ, of which lafi a little is alfo found 

towards its center. 

I further quefiioned our fail ors concern­
ing the appearance and abfence of the 
fu.p, the temperature of the climate, the 
feveral ,viciQitudes to which the air was 

· expo fed, and in ihort all the pha::nomena 
they might have obferved during their 
ftay on the iiland. 

The anfwers they gave me relating 
to the fidl appearance of the fun, its 
courfe round the horizon, and its total dif­
appearance, were as foll~ws. The fun, 
they' faid, firft appeared in the begin­
ning of Lent; but as this varies much, 
according as Eaiter happens to fall, and as 
thefe illiterate failors were quite unac­
quainted with the manner of calculating 
Eafier, or had perhaps never obfcrveq 
that this fefiival falls fometimes later than 
others, fo J could not from this anf wer 
determine the time cf the fon's fir:O: ap-

pearance 
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pearance above the horizon, with any 
degree of certainty. The tirne' of their 

obferving the fun to begin his cour£e round 

the horizon was more exact; this, they 
faid, was on the feaH of St. Atlzanajius, 
which is the fecond d~y of May, old 
fly le; from that day they had feen it 

perform the circuit during ten or eleyen 
weeks, which (fuppofing the latter to be 

the true time, as is mofi probable from the 
fituation of the iiland) would be to the 
fifteenth of July. They added, that the fun 
then rof e and fet every four and twenty 

hours, till the fefl:ival of St. Demetrius; 
that is, till the twenty-fixth of Oclober, 

pld fi-yle, when it totally difappeared. 

"This accm;mt hmvever of our failor.s is., 

I fof peel:, not exaet; for if we fuppofe the 

iiland on which they were, to be in lati­

tude feventy-feven and a half degrees; 

as laid down in the m:ip above:·mentioned, 

the fon mufi: make its firfr appearance on 

the horizon on the fourth of February; it 
ought to be feen performing its circmt 

N 2 from 
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from the eleventh of April till the eightiJ 
of Augufi, and mufi difappear On the .fix'.'." 
teenth of October~ 

But thm1gh thef e good people might 

err as to the rifi.ng and fetting of the fun, 

and the time of its circuit round the he~ 

mif phere, by tt1king the church-kalendar 
for their guide, yet it is not to be in­

ferred from thence that they fell into 

any confiderable mifrake about the time 

. of their abode in that place; for the ve!fel 

which brot1ght them home, arrived off the 

iiland on the fifteenth of Augufr, which 
is the day of the Afcenfion of the Virgin 
Mary; but our failors, who had always 
obferved the great church holidays, as 

well as they could remember them, ima­

gined it to be the thirteenth of Augufi, 

and bad not yet celebrated that feafi. So 
that there was a difference of two days 

pnly, which is eafily pardonable, when we 

confider that in fummer they· faw the fun 
moving round the horizon for four months 

fogether, a~d in winter vvere:: as long iQ. 
total 
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total darknefa; that the thick and cloudy 
;weather, the great guantities of fnO\'.~, and 

almofr inceifant rains at certain feafons, 

frequently interrupted the fight of the 

fiars. 

I could not conceive how thefe men, 
:who had neither clocks nor watches, nor 

fun-dial, .q.or nocl:urnal, had been able to 

determine the length of a natural day, at 
the time wben the fun was confiantly 
ni,oviug :round them, and ef pecially when 

they had no longer any fight of him. · On 

this head I was very partic~1lar in my. quef­
tions; fo that the mate ALEXIS HlMKOF, 

forprized at them, anfwered me withfome 

warmth. " What a fine pilot, Sir, would 
" you think me to be, if I knew not how 
f' to take the altitude of the fun when he· 

': is before my eyes, or not to regulate 

" myfelf by the courfe of the fiars on the 

" fdn's not appearing, and by that means 
~r; to determine the period of twenty-four 

e, hours ? I had for this purpofe made a 

~,; ibff, like that which I had left behind 

'' in 
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" in our veffel, which I employed for 

,, making my obfervations." From hence 

I conceived _this infirument to, have been 

what we call a Jacob's .flaff, or fornething 

like it. 

When I quefrioned them concerning 
the appearance of the moon, they told 

me, that :fhe fhone in winter for alrnofi 

· twQ months continually, and that fue rofe 
higher ab.ove the horizon in proportion 
as the days grew ihorter. I am not 
Afrronomer enough to determine whe­
ther they told me the truth in this par­
ticular; but I find that the Dutch, who 

wintered in the year I 576 in No'va Zemla, 
in the feventy-fixth degree of north la­
titude, give a fimilar account of the 

moon's courfe above the horizon during 

the fun's abfence, v,1hich I i 1 ill here lay 
before the reader. 

" On the firfi of November, in the 

'' evening, we faw the moon rife in the 

" eafr, and 'the fun was fofflcientlv raifed 

'' above 
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" above the horizon to be wholly vifible. 
" -On the f econd, the fun. rofe in the 
" fouth-fouth-eafi, and fet in the fouth­
" fouth-wefi; but moved on t'he horizon, 
" fo that the whole di:fk was never vifible. 
" -On the third, the fun rof e between 
" the fouth and the fouth-fouth-ea:11, but 
" fomething more towards the fouth, and 
" fet between the fot1th and fouth-fouth­
" wefi~ but alfo nearer the fouth, and we 
" could only fee the upper part of his body, 
'' though the place from whence we made 
'' our o bf erva tions was as high as the 
" main-mafi of the :!hip, which lay clofe 
" by.-On the fourth, the fun was no 
" longer to be feen, though the weather 
" was fair.-vVhen the fun had left the ho­
" rizon, the moon took his place, and 
" continued to ihine day and night with­
" out fetting, when in .her greatefi nor­
" them declination (a)."-This account 

perfectly 

(a) See Recueil des Voyages qui ont ferv.i a 
l'etabli:ifement & aux progres de la compagnie des 

Indes Orientales, formee clans les P·rovinces-U nies 

des 
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perfecHy agrees with that of our iailofd; 
as to· the moon's ihining day and night; 
though it does not mention hm:v long ihe 
continued fo.i 

They further told me, that the aurora 
borealis was pretty frequent in winter; 
and greatly contributed to letten the 
gloominefs of fo long a night. 

One would imagine, that in a country 
fo near the Pole, where the heat in fum­
mer is very· moderaw, though the fun 
ihines for fome nionths without inter;. 
ruption, the cold mufi be very intenfe 
during the whole winter; but the fact is 
otherwife; for from about the middle of 
November to the beginning of January, 
a period about which thefe good people 
fatisfied me; by defining it, in their ufoal 
manner, by two holidays; namely, the 

beginning 

des Pays-Bas. Troifieme Voyage des Hollandois par 
le Nord, p, 66" 67. 
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beginning of St. Philip's Fait, whkh falls 
on the fifte~nth of November; and. the 
day for confecrating the holy water, which 
arriong us is the Twelfth-Day, or fixth of 
January. During thefe feven weeks they 
1aid it generally rairis hard and con­
tinually on the iiland; and all that time 
the cold is very moderate; btit after this 
rairiy feafon it becomes intolerably fe. .. 
vere, efpecially when the wind is fouth. 
This will appear extraordinary, as in rnofi 
countries, this is a -warm wind, w hilft 
its oppofite the rtonh wind is cold; but 
here it niufi be confidered, that the fouth 
\Virids. carrie to odr iilanders over Europe' 
and particularly the northern parts of it, 
\vhich in wirtter are generally covered with 
1now arid ice, whence it contratls this ex­
cem ve coldnefs. The north wind, on 
·ihe contrary, carpe to them . from_,.,.the 
ocean, and infie·ad of increafing the cold, 
carried along with it the vapours from the 
fea, which are always lefs frigorific 
than thofo from fnow. It is indeed a fact 
\V r'll known on the fea-coafi:s, tbat the 

0 land-
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land-winds are ufoally colder tfian fuch 

as blow from the fea: and what confirms 

this account is, that all who have heen on 

the Riphcean mountains, or that chain 

called Poias' Semnoy (which divides Eu­

ropean Ruffia from _Siberia) agree with 

our failors in faying, that the coldnefs of 

the fouth winds there far exceeds that of 
the north winds .. 

The foow fell on this: iiland in fuch 
great quantities during the winter, that 

it wholly cove-red their hut, and left 
them no way of getting out of it, but 
through a hole they had made in the 

upper part of the root of their anti~ 
chamber. 

On my afking thefo pe,ople about me= 
teors, tempefis, & c. they told me, that 

during the w)lole time of their abode on 

the iiland, they had not heard it thunder 
more than once. 

Excepting 
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Excepting the white bears., the foxes, 

and the raindeer, with which, as I have 
already obferved, the ifland abounds., 
it is as void of every other kind of ani­
mals as of the human f pecies. A few 
birds are indeed f een in fummer; but 
thefe are only geefe., ducks, and other 
water-fowl. Nor is the fea that furround-s 
it better frocked; fo .that under fuch a 
dearth ,of fifh, our failors, who otherwife 
very ftrictly attended to the ceremonies 
prefcribed by their religion, could neither 
obferve their Lent, nor other fingle faft­
days. But had the fea even abounded 
with fiih, they would have heen of li.rtle 
fervice to them, unprovided as they were 
with every kind of fiihing-tackle; unlefs 
neceffity had · likewife taught them to 

make hooks, lines or nets .. 

The whales feldom approach the 
1bore; but fea-dogs and feals are there in 
great abundance: and hence we need not 
wonder at the Ruffians having formerly 
provided necdfaries and wintered there; 

0 2 for 
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for they carry on a very confidcrable 

trade with the :ikins, the teeth, and the 

blubber of thofe animals, ef pecially of 

the latter. So that we have reafon to be 

furprized, that ~ot a flngle veffel :Vith that 
view touched at the ifland during the 

·whole 'time which thefe men patted ·upon 

it: and from thts circumfrance ·1 am led to 

think, t~at the_ fiihery tur11s out far more 
profitable on fV efl-Spitzbergen, whither it 
feems they generally direct their courie. 

Our men told me, that they had fre­
quently found on the beach fome teeth, 

and even whole jaws of the feals, but 
~1ever an enti~e ikeleton of them. This is 
not to be wondered at, for ·wh~n any of 
thefe animals die upon the ihore, t.he white 

bears immediately eat the· carcafe, and 

the foxes perhaps come in for ~ fhare. 

But the common fooq of the white bears 

~s the dead wh~les, ~~ich are frequently 
feen floating about, and fometimes are 
caft on ihore in thefe polar regions. vVhen 

this 
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this provifion fails, they fall upon and d~­
your the feals, or other fea-animals, when 
fieeping on the beach. The raindecr live 
entirely or:i mofs, of which thefe defert 
count.ries produce a.nincredible plenty. But 
·what provi_fion tpere is for the foxes we do 
not know. Thefe creatures are knowrt to 
J ; ' 

be carnivorous,· and on the contineht they 
fubfiit by catching poultry and hares; but . 
as nothing of this kind ~s to be met with on 
that ifland, ·it is probable that they feed 
upon the remair1s of the animals killed, 
and partly confu'~ed by the white bears ; 
as they are not fufficien~Iy flrong to cater 
for themfelves, and. to mafter fuch crea­
tures as are as little able to withfiand the 
bearso 

Before I come to the no lefs fortunate 
~ban unexpe&:e~ deliverance of our failors 
from their forlorn abode, at a time when 
they thought of nothing but miferably end­
ing their days there, Imufi mention a cir­
cumihnce which had almofr efcaped me, 
and yet f eems not unworthy of notice. It is· 

remark~ 
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remarkable, that thefe men were neither 

troubled with fleas no;: lice, duri!)g the 

whole time they remained on the ifiand, 

though on their return home they were 

again vifited by them. It is a pretty 

general obfervation, that failors, who 

otherwife are very fub3eet to ·vermin, 

and who, it is faid, for that reafon wear 

fnirts of blue linen, g·et quite free from 

them on paffing the equator ; but no 

fooner do they repafs the line on their 

xeturn, than thofe vermin f warm among 

them as heforee Now thefe two cir­

cumfiances, namely, the croffing the equi ... 

noctial line:, and getting beyond the po­

lar circle, being attended with ~he fame 

effects, one would naturally imagine, 

that there mutl be fomething in common 

between them; and it were to be wifhed 

that naturalifis would make that a fubject 

of their inquiry. 

When our four mariners had patted 

nearly fix years in this difmal place, 

FE.OP OR W,r:REGI~, whofe illnefs we 

had 
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had occafion to mention above, and who 
all along had been in a languid con ... 
dition, died, after having in the latter 
part of his life foffercd mofi excruciating 
pains. Though they were thus freed 
from the trouble of attending him, and 
the grief of being witneffes to his mi­
fery, without being able ·to afford him 
any relief, yet his death affecl:ed them not 
a little. They faw their number leffened, 
and every ·one wiihed to be the firfr that 
fhould follow him. As he died in winter, 
they dug a grave in the fnow as deep as 
they could, in which they laid the corpfe, 
and then covered it to the befr of their 
power, that the white bears might nor 
get at it. 

Now,. at the time when the melan­
choly reflections occafioned by the de4th 
of their comrade were frefh in th~ir 
minds, and when each expecl:ed to pay 
this lafr duty to the remaining companions 
of his misfortunes, or to receive it from 

them, they t111.expecledly got fight of a 
Ruffian 
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Ruffian ihip: t~is happened on the fif= 
teenth of Augufr, 17490 

The vefTel belonged to a trader, of 
the feel called by' its adherents Stara 
Vz'eva, that is, The Old Faith (a), who had 

come 

(a) Thefe are looked upon as a fet of heretics by 
the Ruffians, who give them the name of Rajkol­
thiki, or Rajkolniki; which [ngnifi:es Eackjliders, or 
Apqftates, 

'Though the ,particular religion of the mafter of 
the veifel be a circumfiarice indifferent in itfelf, and 
in no Ways conneaed with the fubjeB: of my ~ar­
rative, yet l hope fome account of it vvill not be 
unacceptable to thofe who delight in fearching into 
the hiftory of nations; and more particularly into 
the Ruffian hi.fl:ory, and every thing re.lating to 
it~ Another reafon for my mentioning it, is, that 
I find thefe people inifreprefented by feveral au­
thors. Sb'n'1·e have defcribed them as a diftintt 
nation, and others have taken them to be a fet of 
hermits, or 111.onks; but they ate 11eithe1~ one nor 
the other; for the inhabitants of the northern coafts 
of Ruffia, who bear the name of Ruffians, are 
as fuch eft:eemed profe:ffors of the pure Greek reli­
gion; whereas thefe feetaries are, in oppofition to 
them, diftinguifhed, as I f~id, by a nick-name 

of 
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cbrrie with it to .Arclzanzel, propofing it 
fhould winter in Nova Zemla; but for­

tunately 

of ridicule and reproach. The appellation they glve 

themfelves is Starra Vievi, that is, Profejfors if the 
Old Faith. 

Thefe heretics, in order to make themfe]ves 

knoWn, ai·e obliged td wear a large yellO\V collar
1 

bordered with red, which liangs a great vny dmvn 
the back, a.lid ends alnioft in a point. D pon con­
dition of wearing this diftinguifhing badge, what­
ever their other chefs be, and under the promife of 
not attempting to fi1read their doctrine, or raifing 

<lifturbances in the emp1re, PETER the GRE A.:r gave 
orders that they i11ould be tolerated, and live un­
inolefted, after having been cruelly perfecuted for 

fome time before. 
This feet orig~nated about the year 1666, upon 

the following occafion. The. patriarch NrcoN, 
who may well be called the Hildebrand, or the Gre­

gory VII. of the Ruffian church~ as he plainly ap­

pears to have had the genius of that Pope, from hi1._~ 

difputes with the Emperor ALEXEY Mic_HAEL­

ownz ( who at la:ft had him fo]emnly depofed from 

kis dignity by the patriarchs, bifhops, rnetropq­

.litans and other Ruffian prelates affembled for that 

purpofeatMefcow) this N1coN, I fay,had obferved 
that many obfolete words occurredin the Sdavonian 

P Litur.;y 
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"tunately for our poor exiles, Mr. VER­

NE ZOB RE propof ed to the merchant to 

let 

Liturgy ufed in the Ruffian churches, which were 

neither 1.mderftood by the priefts, nor by the people; 

the[e he changed for others of the fame fignification,-

but more modern and intelligible. ' 

A great number of priefts, efpecially about 

.Archangel and in Sibfria, with one JAcoB at their 

head, protefted againft this alteration of the ex­

preffions, which they confi.dered as the greateft crime 

againft religion. They obftinately perfifted in re• 

taining tl1<.~ old words, which accor<1ing to them had' 

been fanaified by a long feries of ages, and could 

not be changed without great impiety ... They there­

fore di:ffented in certain articles from the Ruffian 

church, and a:fferted, that they alone maintained 

the old anc:I pure religion. However, many of the 

rnoft learned and fenfible Ruffians have aifured me,. 

that thefe articles only relate to matters of little 

confequence. Thus, as an outward mark of their 

profeffion, they make the fignof the crofs, by join-· 

ing the thumb and the two laft fingers of the right 

han~, holding up the index and middle finger. The 

Ruffians, on die contrary, join the thumb with 

the index and the middle ·finger, and prefs the 

two laft fingers- down into the _palms of their 
hand ii. 

From 
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let his veffel wmter at FV~fl-SjJitzbergen, 
which he at lafr, after many objections, 
agreed to. 

The contrary winds they met with on 
their paffage, made it impofiible for them 
to reach the place of their defl:ination. 

The ve!fel was driven towards Ea.ft-
p 2 Spitzbergen, 

From the beginning of this fchifin, to the time 

when PETER the GREAT abolifhed the patriarchal 

dignity in Ru:ffia, during the fpace of about fifty 
years, the Rajkolniki were inhumanly ufed, and 

hence many of them fled to the woods for fafety; 

hut they never were a fet of hermits, as aiferted by 

the author of the Nouveau Ditlionnaire univerfd 

pour l' Intelligence des Affaires d' Etat, dl!s Nouvelles 

publiques, &c. under the article RA SKOLNIKEs. 

_ Many of them ai:e merchaqts and people of great 

property, and are thought to be more honeft in 

their dealings than the· other Ruffians. There are 

hermits inRuffia, known by the name of Poujlinniki: 

thefe are commonly trad€s-people, who, being tired 

of the world, aifociate and retire in finall companies 

into the woods, where they bu'ild huts and a chuf-ch, 

· live upon a1ms, and pafs their days in penance and 

prayer; but they rnuft have leave of their fove­

reign for this purppfc. 
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-Spitzberzen, directly oppof;_tc ro the ri> 
fiden'ce of our mariners, ~vho, as foon 
as they perceived her, hafleneq. to ligh~ 

tires upon the hills neareil: their habi­

tation, and then ran to the beach, wav­

ing a flag made of ~ raind~er~s hide 
fafiened to a pole. The people ~n board 

feeing thefe fignals, concluded that there­

were men on the iiland who implored 
their affifiance, and therefore came to an 
anchor near the flwre .. 

It would be in vai.q. to attempt defcrib­

ing the joy of thefe pooi· people, at fee­

ing the moment of their deliverance fo 
near. They foon agreed }Vitl~ the mafier 

'of the fhip to work for him on the voy­
age, and to pay him eighty rubels on their 
arrival, for taking them on board, with all 
their· r~ches; which confified in fifty pud, 

! . . . . 

or two thoufand pound weight of rain.:. 

deer fat; in many ~1ides of thefe animals, 

and fkins of the blue and white foxes, 

together with thofe of the ten' white ·bears 
they ha<l killed.' They took c·are not to 

foraet t? ,· 
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forget their bow and arrows, their f pears, 

their/ knife and axe, which were almofi 
\,vorn out, their awls, and their needles 

which they kept carefully in a bone-box, 

very ingenioufly made with their knife 

only ; and, in :fhort, every thing they 

were poifeife.d of. 

Some of thefe things th~y brought with 
them to Peterjburg; others they after­

wards fent by Mr. VERNEZOBRE from 

./Jrchangel, as prefents for Coul)t ScHu­

W ALOW, who was pleafed to commit 

them to my care. This · gave me an op­
portunity of examining them at leifure, 

:and to lay them before many curious and 

ingenious perfons, wl:i.o could .r:iot fi.~ffi­
ciently adm~re the~~ 

One day, when I fhewed the bone 

p.eedle - cafe above-me~tioned to fome 

of thofe gentlemen, and told the~ the 

failors had, according to their account, 

made it with their knife, they anf wered 

pie that it could no~ be; that it wa~ im-

poffible 
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pofHble they could have given it fo re­

gular a form. ~ith a knife, that the' box 

had undoubtedly been turned in a lathe, 

and that the men had . deceived me in 
pretending it to be their work : hence ' 

they direclly inferred, that thefe men, 
affirming a falfity in this point, might 

have done it in others ; fo that the 
whole account of their adventures on the 
defert ifland was not to be credited. I de .. 

fended them, and during our difpute 

Mr. HoMANN, a very fkilfulivory-turner, 

cafually entered the room. We.prefently 
agreed to abide by his decifion; and 

turning to him, I gave to t~e quefiion a 
quite different turn, that Mr. HoMANN 

might not be thought to have decided in 
my favour only out of civilhy. " Be fo 
" kind," faid I, " to determine a fmall 

" difference between. thefe gentlemen 

" and me: I fay that this box is turned, 
" and they maintain the contrary." Mr. 
Ho MANN having car~folly examined it, 
anf wered, " rthe Gentlemen are in the 
{;' right; this box was never made by a 

'' turner; 
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'' turner; it is a bone which has been 

" fcraped to this form."-The anf wer 

filenced my opponents, ancl gave me a 
right to conclude, that as the failors had 

rtot deviated from truth in this particular, 

fo they deferved credit for their narrative 

in general. 

.I mufl: indeed confefs, that I myfelf 
have often been tempted to doubt the 

truth of feveral circumfiances, and have 

therefore carefully and impartially con­
fi.dered every thing thefe men related to 

me. But though I put the fame queftions 
to them at different times, and on dif­

ferent occafions, often objected to their 
anf wers, and by crofs examination err­
dea voured to find them in contradictions; 

yet their anf wers were always perfectly 
confiftent with one another, and thereby 

removed the fuf picions I bad before en­

tertained about their veracity. 

As a further proof of my having taken 

every neceffary ftep to fatisfy myfelf about 
the 
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the . truth of their relation,: I firall her~ 
lay before the reader a Iette'.f of Dr;; 
KRA TZENSTEIN, Profeffor an·d Member 
of the Imperial Academy at St. P eter}burg, 
whom I confulted about the account given 
by our iilanders, concerning the rifing and 
fetting of ·the fun, and every thing they 
l1ad mentioned to me relating to that 
luminary. Now, though the remarks con­
tained in this letter f ecm in fome meafure 
to invalidate fame part of what was told 
me by the failors, yet they are not a fuf~­
ficient proof againfi, the ve1:acity of the 
reft; for their mifiake in a few particulars 
might arife from the very natural caufes, 
which we affigned before.--Hcre 
is the letter: 

'' I beg your pardon for having fo long 
" delayed returning the written quefiions 
" which you fent me, and to which I 
" have added my remarks; the multitude 
" of affairs, and the long continuance 
" of the rainy weather, have hindered 
"· me from doing it fooner." 

" Having 



[ 113 ] 

'' Having carefully examined all cir-
/ 

" crnnihnces, I found that what Profdfor 

" GR I Sc How accounts a proof of the 

·" jufinefs of the calculation of thefe :fhip­
cc wrecked failors, namely, tbat they 

" computed two days later than thofe 
" who took them off that defert ifland, 
" was certainly the very reverfe; for, if a 
" perfon in leap-year reckons the twenty­
" ninth of February., he who knows· 
" nothing of the leap-year reckons ,the 
" :firfi of March, and after nvo fuch years 
" reckons the f econd of March ; confe­

" quently, fuppofing the failors to have 

" omitted taking notice of the leap-years 

'~ I 7 44 and I 7 48, they would of courfe 
" have reckoned in 1749 the feventeenth 

" of Auguft, whereas with their deli­
" verers it was only the fifteenth. Thus 

", it is dear, that if they were acquainted 
" with the leap-years, they have been 
" mifiaken by two days; and if they 

" were not acquainted with them, they 

'' have been mi:fhdzen by four days ; 

" which indeed might e~lfily happen m 

Q_ " fo 
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'' fo ldng a night, or dark and cloudy 
" weather, ef pecially being without any 

" help. to calculate the length of a re­
,_, gular day. 

" Farther, in the years when they 

" placed the total difappearance of the 
" fun on the twenty-fixth of October, .. 
" their calculation mufl: have been ten 
" days too early; or they mufi have lived· 
" in latitude 74° 41 1

• which cannot be,: 
" unlefs we fuppofe them to pave re­
'' fided on Bear-Ijland, which lies in, 

" that latitude. 

" If we fix the place of their abode, 
" according to the Map, in latitude fe­
" venty-f even and a half degrees, the 
" fun there would a pp ear on the horizon, 
" for the firfi time on the fourth of Fe­
" bruary, would ihine continually from· 
" the eleventh of April to the eighth of 

" Auguft, and totally difappear on the 
" fixteenth of October. 

" If 
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'' If they lived on Bear-Ijland, they 
.,~ mu.fl: have feen the fun for the firfi 

f.' time on the twenty-eighth of January; 

" as he there performs his circuit above 

'' the horizon from the twentieth of 

·" April to the thirty-firfi of July, and 
,, difappears on the twenty - third of 

'' October. 

" Now, from the obfervations of thefe 
,,, failors, it would ~ppear more probable 

'' that they were. on the lafi mentioned 
,,~ i{land ; but the darknefs of th~ horizon, 

" a circumfiance very ufual in· thefe nor­

" th~rn countries, may have occafioned 

'' their mifiake in obferving the fun ten 

'' days later than they would have done 

" with fair weather and a clear iky ; and 

" from the fame caufo they Jnay have 

'' loft fight of him ten days before the 

'' perioq. of his difa ppearance. 

~' If we date the beginning of this lum·i­

'' nary's courfe round the horizon on the 

" fecond of May, its end mufi have been 
~ "on 
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'' on the nineteenth of July; and this 

" would pre-foppofe them to hav·e been 

" in latitude feventy-one and. a half de­

" grees, which from other circumfiances 

" in their relation feems impofilble. 

" I could have wifhed that you had 

" examined the account of the, adven:.. 

" tures of thefe failors drawn up by 
" Mr. Ku.NG s·T AD T' -yyho exami~ed 
" them foon after their arrival, a·s .this 
" might hive made up what is ·wantin6 

" in your's. l. have no doubt but that: 

" on making application to him, he would 

" with pleafure have gratified your de.:. 

" fire*.· He difcharges. with honour the 

" pofi of Chief Auditor of the Admiralty 

" at Archangel, and lives in Mr. VER~ 

,., NEZOBRE's houfe. 

· " I am, &co'' 

* This was accordingly done, to q1e fatisfac):ion of 

~hat gentleman; as I have informed the readef 

Jn page 47. 
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Our adventurers arrived fafe a~ Arcli­

angeLon the twenty-ejghth qf September., 

1749, having f pent fix years and ·three 
months in their rueful folitude. 

The moment of their landing was nearly 

proving fatal to the loving and beloved 
wife of ALEX I's , H1MKOF, who,. being 

prefent when the veifel came into port, 
immediately knew p.er huiband, · and 

ran with fo much eagerpefs to his em­
braces, that fhe flipped into the water, 

andvery narrowly efcaped being drowned. 

All three on their arrival were {hong 

~nd healthy:; but having lived fo long 
·without ~read, they could not reconcile 
themfelves to the ufe of it, arid complained 
~hat it filled them with wind. Nor could 

they bear any f pirituous liquors, and there­

fore drank ~~)t~ing but water. 

Before I c~ncl~de, I cannot help fob .. 
joining a reflecl:ion ·of Mr. VERNE­

Z OB RE, with which he concludes one of 
his 
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his letters.--. " I make no doubt, but 

'' fame of your readers will confider 

'' the adventures of thefe failors in the 

" fame light as they do the Engliih hi­

" fiory of Robi'nfon Crufoe. But however 
" ingenious that compo:fition is, a compa­

" rifon with this Narrative will prove 

" much in your favour; as the former is 

'' all ficlion, ~hereas your fubject confifis 
6

' of facts fufficiently authenticated. And 

" Crufoe is re pref ented as. having almofl: 

'' loft what knowledge he had of Chrif­
'' tianity; but our failors carefully retained 
" their religious principles, and, as they 
.:, aifured me, never wholly departed from 

'' their confidence in the goodnefs of God, 
" to be exerted in their behalf, even m, 
'' this world." 

F I N I S. 
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