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ADVERTISEMENT.

IT would be anunpardonable ingratitude to let the
following little treatifes appear in the world, without
every proper acknowledgment to thofe refpetable
- perfons, by whofe kind and literary affiftance I
was not only encouraged, but enabled to complete
the undertaking,. ‘

For the Account of. the New Northesn Archipelage
T am indebted to Dr. MAaTY, who, befides furnifh-
ing the Original, 'fuperiritended the Ti‘anﬂat‘gén,
and corre€ted the proofs, The Map annexed to
this piece, was executed by Mr. KiTcuin; and
it alfo underwent the }‘)revious infpeétion of Dy,
Mary.

"The very fingular Nartative refpe&ing the Ruffian
failors, though it feems to have been written foon
after their arrival at Peterfburg, yet it was not pub-
lithed until the year 1768. A copy of the German
. original was tranfinitted to JosErr Bawxks, Efq,
who communicating the contents to {everal Mem-
bers of the Royal Society, they were pleafed to
exprefs their wilhes that it might appear in an
Englith drefs : thefe wifhes were accompanied with
a generous fubfeription for.a confiderable number of
copies. Mr. Banks having commifioned me with
the tranflation, I have executed the tatk to the

a ntmolt



i ADVERTISEMENT.

utmoft of my abilities ; and fufpe&ing my qualifi-
cations to poﬁvéy with precifion the ideas of the
original in an Englith idiom, I have prevailed on
an Emrhfh friend to correét the manufcnpt before
it was given to the Prefs and one of the learned
fubfcribers has morcover been fo kind as to r¢v1fe

the proofs.

If, notwithftanding thefe precautions, fome
errors may have efcaped me, the good-natured
reader will, I hope, make every allowance to a man,
Who; if he hath thewn himfelf not accurately {ierfcd
in the language, can plead in excufe, that he is not
a native of this country. Befides, many paffages in
the original were prolix to an extreme : the diffi-
culty, therefore, was toavoid the repetitions with-
out deflroying the fenfe, or varying from the ideas
of the author. This I have attempted ; how far
I have fucceeded the intelligent Public muft deter-
.mine, At any rate [ thall deem my labours more
than amply rewa1ded if they can, recommend me to
the patronage of thofe for whofe paft favours I feel
all that gratitude can infpire, from whofe future
fervices I hope all that induftry can expe&.

C. HEYDINGER.



The Sfollowing Gentlemen have encouraged,
the Publication of this Work by generoufly
Jubferibing for a Number of Copies each.

Sir John Pringle, Bart. Prefident of the
Royal Society.
George Bak’e'r', M.D. F.R.S.
jofeph Banks; Efg. F.R.S.
Hon: Daines Barrington, F. R. S,
Aug. Brande, M: D.
Ow. Salubury Brereton, Efg. F.R.S.
Sir James Burrow, Knt. F R.S.
John Campbell, Efq; F.R. S.
" Hon. Hénry Cavendifh, F. R..S:
Thom. Collinfon, Efy:
Alex. Délrympl_eg" Efg, F.R:S.
John Fothergill, M: D. F. R.S:
Ben. Franklin, LL. D. F.R.S.
M. Garthithore, M. D.
Will. Mann Godfchall, Efq. F.R. S
Sam, 'Harper, M. A. F.R.S.
a2 Will.



¢ viii )
Will. Heberden, M. D. F. R. S.
Rd. Huck, M. D. F.R.S.
Will. Hunter, M. D. F.R. S.
]ohﬁ Juftamond, M. A.
Rd. Kaye, LL. D. F.R.S.
Nevil Matkelyne, B. D. ‘F.R.S.
Matt. Maty, M. D. F.R. S.
Hon. Conftant. Phipps, F. R. S.
Matthew Raper, Efq. F. R.&.
Will. Ruffel, Efq.
"Dan. Solander, M. D.. F.R. S.
James Stuart, Efg. F. R. 8.
Philip Van Swinden, D.D, F.R.S.
Marmaiiuke Tunftall, Efg. F. R. S.
Thomas Tyrwhitt, Efq. F: R. S.
Rodolph Valltravers, E{q. F. R. S.
John Walth, Efq..F.R. 8.
Rd. Warren, M. D, F. R. 8.
Will. Watfon, M. D, F.R.S.



s T =50

PR ETFACE.

HAVING lately received from
my very learned friend and cor- |
refpondent Mr. StauLIN, Coun-
{ellor of State to the Emprefs of
Ruflia, Secretary of the Imperial
Academy of Peterfburg, and laft
year ele¢ted one of the foreign mem-
‘bers of the Royal Society, a fhort,
and, as he-calls it, preliminary ac-
count, drawn up by himfelf of the
new difcoveries of the Ruflians, I
thought a tranflation of it would
not be unacceptable to the cu-
tious. |

Every
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Evei’y new ftep towards 4 more
perfect inveftigation of our globe,
muft be interefting to its principal
inhabitant. While with unbounded
curioﬁty' he traces the courfe, mea-
{ures the diftances, and calculates
the velocities of the Planets, his
own habitation is ftill in great
part unknown to him, and from
‘the obftacles, which nature on
one hand, and moral or politi-
cal caufes on -the other, throw in
‘his way, will ever remain fo. A
compleat map of Jupiter or Venus
is perhaps more within his reach,
than a compleat one of his earth.

- To divert human induftry from
what is really not attainable, is no
lefs ufeful than to dire® its purfuits

to
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to what is fo. To this nation will
in all probability be referved the
glory of having afcertained the eter-
nal barriers of navigation ; toRufia
that of having difcovered the true
connection between the ancient and
the new world.

The accounts hitherto publifhed
of thefe northern expéditions, tend
to improve our geographical notions
of the paffage from one continent
to the other. It appears, that the in-
termediate {pace between Afia and
America, from the 40° to the 50°,
is occupied by clufters of iflands,
within fight of, or at leaft at fmall
diftances from, one another ; and it
is ftll uncertain, whether the laft
coaft difcovered by the Ruffians, and
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by them called the Great Continent,
or StacHTAN NITADA, belong to
the main land, orbe divided from it
by other ftreights. The fuccefs which
thefe Argonauts have hitherto had
in their navigations, gives us little
room to fufpe¢t that this will
continue a problem much longer.
If in the Britith colonies the fame
| fpirit of Curioﬁty, and perhaps in-
tereft, fhould animate the inhabit-
ants, the communication of the two
continents will foon be followed by
that of the two feas; and we may
hope to fee the globe nearly en-
circled by two nations.

Naturalifts, and perhaps Anti-
quarians, will be no lefs ufeful than
Aftronomers in thefe extenfive re-

fearches.
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fearches. From the difference in
the make, drefs, and manners of
the new diicovered iileaders, we
might be induced to faipett that
the moft northeriy parts of the new
world were peepleu by the moit fa-
vage Afiatic Tartars, or T ciuktichi,
while the inhabitants of the morse
moderate climates, and amongft
them the Mexicans and Peruvians,
were indebted for {fome pait of their
induftry and civilization to the Tun-
gufi Tartars, or perhaps their ofi- -
fpring, the Chinefe and Japounefe.
That thefe nations have in ancient
times navigated to North America,
has long been fufpected(z). This was
lately afcertained by an ingenious

French

() De HorNE. De Origin. dmer. 1652,
b



[ xiv ]

French author (), and, from the
fituation of the Jefo, Kurili, and
other iflands, is réndéred more and
more probable. Were we to truft
to fome late accounts, it is not im-
pofiible but fome of their defcend-
ants

(#) Mr. De Guicwes, in a Memoir inferted in
the twenty-eighth volume of the Academy of
Inferiptions and Belles Lettres for the year 1 757,
and entitled Recherches fur les Navigations des Chi-
nots, du coté de l’zfmfrigue,lfﬂ’fur quelques Peuples
Sfitués & Pextrémité Orientale de I Afie.  From the
concurrent teftimony of feveral ancient Chinefe
writers, he proves that thelr early navigators,
after having followed the Afiatic coaft towards
the north as far as Kamzfcbatéa, which they called
Taban, croffed the ocean in an eafterly due&xoﬂ,
and at the diftance of 20,000 lis, or about 2000
miles, arrived nearly under the {fame parallel at
-a country which. they named Foufang ; bemg, ac-
cording to them, the land where the fun rifes. This
_m_uf’t have been the coaftdifcovered by the Ruffians
in 1741; and, from the new difcoveries, it may
be inferred, that the Chinele were direfted in
rhat tra&, by followi ng the courfe of the 1ﬂandsa
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ants may ftill fubfift in that immenfe

continent, and not far from the

fame {pot () .

b2 Traces

(2) During Mr. BLANKETT’s, Licutenant in his
Majefty’s Navy, ftay at New Orleans, (lately the
French and now the Spanifh chief fettlement
upon the AMi[fifippi,) an account came that the
Tlinois had difcovered a people, whofe houfes
made of red earth, together with fome other cir-
cumftances, induced the French to conclude this
1o be a feftlement originally come from Japan.
Mr. AuBrEY, the Commandant of the place,
fent him afterwards the following account, in a
letter dated June 18, 1763. Tt"was Mr. Des
VowrtEs, a French officer fettled fince a long
time among the Ilinois, who gave Mr. AusrEY
his information about thefe Afiatic figures, as he
called them. Some of the inhabitants of the
river Miffouri, reported, that towards the weft
there had been feen men quite different from
the red and the white men; (under thefe de-
nominations arc underftood the Americans and
the Europeans) that they wore long robes, and
had mufkets and arms, which, though dif-
ferent from ours, had {till the fame effc&t.

The
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Traces of {uch a communication
may, by diligent obfervers, be dif-

covered,

—The north and north-eaft parts of the country
of the Ilinois’ confilt of a vaft continent, hi-
therto almoft unknown. By following the north
courfe, and going three hundred leagues up the
Miffifippi, one meets with the fall of Sz An-~
thony; beyond which the river divides into fe-
veral branches. A hundred leagues farther is
found alake, and a marfhy ground, fromn which
the river takes its fource. This fpot is very fer-
tile, and abounds in furs; but its inhabitants,
called the Sious, are reported to be fo ferocious
and faithlefs, as to deter any traders from ven-
turing among them. . « It is towards the north-
weft that the Adifouri takes its run acrofs the
country. This is one of the largeft as well as
moft rapid rivers, The French, on account of
the difliculty of its navigation, have not been
able to trace its courfe beyond four hundred
leagues, at a village called Ricarao. Various na-
tions inhabit its borders; and a fair field feems
to be opened to interefting difcoveries, as well as
to a confiderable trade. Travellers have brought
from thence elephants teeth, though the animals
themfelves were never found there; and this in-

duced



[ =i }

covered, not only among the pro-
duétions of . the/earth, but alfo in
the cuftoms of the inhabitants. I
know how dangerous it is to rely
tco much upon fuch analogies, un-
lefs they be fufficiently precife; fince
a fimilarity of wants and f{ituations,
in {everal people unconneéted with
each other, may have produced the
{fame effets. I could not avoid how-_
ever being ftruck with the following
coincidence; which feems to indicate
fomething more than mere chance,
or a famenefs of circumftances. The
firft conquerors of Peru reported that

| the

duced Mr. AuBrREY to fufpeét that the north-
weft part of America is either connefted with
the north-eaft part of Afia, or at leaft that the
feparation is not very confiderable.
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the inhabitants, inftead of letters;
made ufe‘o’f certain knots upon
cords, to convey their ideas, or
fentiments; and the Chilians ftill
preferve the fame way of affift-
ing their memory and collecting
their thoughts («) . It likewife ap-
pears from feveral authorities, thata

con-

{a) Pour tenir un compte de leurs troupeaux, &
conferver la mémoire de leurs affaires partice-
fieves, les Indiens ont recours i certains nceuds
de laine, qui par la variété des couleurs & des re-
plis, leur tiennent lieu de carateres & d’écriture.
La connoiffance de ces noeuds, qu’ils appellent
Duipos, eft une fcience & un fecret, que les peres
ne revelent & leurs enfans que lorfqu’ils {e crpyent
i la fin de leurs jours, & comme il arrive affez
fouvent que faute ’efprit ils n’en connoiflent pas
le mvftere, ces fortes de noeuds leur deviennent
un fujet d’erveur & de peu d’ufage.

Voy. D FrEzIER, p. 67,
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contrivancenot unfimilar tothis was,
in the c.er}i\eﬁ times, ufed in China.
In ¢ ietier fent from P.ekin,‘ in
1764, by one of the Miflionaries,
i aciwer to fome queries relative
to the Chinele chara&lers, the author
mentions, from one of their ancient
bools, that Fo-hi, by introducing
the eight kouna, or elementary cha-
raiters, put an end to the ufe of
knots wpon cords, for the purpofes
of government ; which, adds Dr.
MorTtoON, to whom this letter was
direted, and who obliged the Royal
Society with an abridgment of it (),

Seeinns

(a) Philofophical Tranfattions, vol. lix. p. 495. This

~ Letter has been fince printed in French, with an
Introduétion by M. TuserviLE NEEDHAM, -
F.R.S. at Bruffels, in 1773,
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J/éfmf to be amz/(/gozu to what has
been obferved in America.

Care has been taken to render
the tranflation of this little piece
as exact as poflible; and the Chart
which precedes it has been exe-
cuted with neatnefs and fidelity.

Bratiyfb Mufeum,
June 17, 1774,



BRIEF ACCOUNT
OF THE

New Difcovered Iflands in
the Northern Seas.

¥ %L HT is remarkable, that at the very
K 1 ig: time when the Englithand French
MEEH gitovered iflands in the South
Seas, which all then -were totally un-
known toall the reft of theworld, namely, -
in the years 1764, 65, 66 and 67, the in-
trepid Ruffians difcovered new lands in
the utmoft limits of the north, and found

B a clufter
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a2 clufter of inhabited iflands, unknown

to them and to the whole world.

Does it not feem that at certain pe-
ricds a fpirit of difcovery arifes, which
excites univerfal emulation in different
parts of the world? We are naturally led
into this train of thinking, when we con-
fider, that, formerly, when the new he-
mifphere of America was difcovered by
the Spaniards, the Portuguefe and Dutch
began, at the fame time, to think of na-
vigating from Europe to the Eaft Indies.
It is equally remarkable, that the Art of
makiﬁg Gunpowder was difsovered in
Gérmany, on the Danube, juft at the
tfmc when the Art of Printing was found
out on the Rhine, and when Literature
and the Polite Arts were revived in Italy,
after they had lain dormant for fo many
centuries.

About
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About, or foon after the time above-
mentioned, the Czar Iwan Wasrizje-
‘witscu II. laid the foundation for the,
difcovery of our new iflands; which are
fo rﬁany in number, that they may well
deferve the name of a New Archipelago. -
Aftér he had made himfelf mafter of all
Siberia, he withed to be acquainted with
the frontiers of that country to the north
and eaft, and with the inhabitants of
thofe parts.” For that purpofe he’ fent fe-
veral Prikaft[chicke, or Commiffaries, to
the different frontiers, who, on their re-
turn, after his death, during the reign of
his fon and fucceflor, the Czar Fropor
IwaNowiTscH, Brought the firft account
that Siberia was bounded by the frozen
fea to the north, and by the ocean to the
eaft.

B2 Thc
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The celebrated Counfellor Mirrkz,
in his Account of the Difcoveries made
by the Ruffians, has thewn that, from
the records of a town in Siberia, it ap-
pears, that an important attempt to pe-
heirate into the frbzeh fea, had already
been made in the courfe of this expedition,
which had failed along the coaft towards
the north-eaft; and that one of the fmalleft
veflels of thefe navigators had got fafé
round the fartheft promontory of T/bu-
kot fkoi-Nofs, into the fea of Kamtfchatka,
com,nionly called the Pacific Sea, and
had landed in Lower Kamtfchatka.

The farther profecution of this dif-
covery was prevented by the troubles in
Ruffia, under the ufurpation of the pow-
erful Czar Boris Gopunorr, and the
fucceeding falfe Demetrians - they even

obli-
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obliterated the very memory of this tran-

faltion, for many years.

Prrer the Great firft refumed this
important enquiry. He fent out feveral
fea-officers, from the mouths of the ri-
vers Lena, Indigirka and Kolyma. Some
were ordered to coaft along the north-
eaft, and north of Siberia, and to ury
whether théy could get round the pro-
montories of Swetoi-Nofs, T alat[choi-Nofs,
br T fehukotfloi-Nofs, into the Pacific
Ocean; fome others to undertake, in an
oppofite direétion to the former, the na-
vigation from Kamtfchatka towards the
north-wefl, and to cxamine the fea in
thofe parts, and obferve what lands or
iflands they could difcover. - Amongft the
latter was Captain BEsr1NG ; who, {foon
after the death of Peter the GrraT, In

the year 1728, got into the bay of Ana-

‘dirfk,



(61
dir/k, in the 66th degree of northern la-
titude, came back fafe to Kamtfchatka,
and returned to Peterfburg in 1730, in
the reign of the Emprefs Anne; where
he gave the Court a circumftantial account

of his expedition.

Scarce a year before his return to Pe-
terfburg, the Ruffians knew fo little of
thofe lands and iflands, that, from an
account annexed to the Supplement to
the Peterfburg Geographical Almanack
for the year 1729, it was impoffible to
make out whether Kamtfchatka was an
ifland, or a peninfula ; or whether it was

not the country called %edo.

‘< The Court, after hiving received fuch
important informations from Captain Ben-
 RING, immediately came to a refolution
to appoint an expedition, purpofely to

examine
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examine farther into the ftate and fituation
of Kamifchatka, and the neighbouring fea,
called the Ses of Kamt[chatka, or the Pa-
cific Ocean; together with the lands and
iflands lying b‘eyond it, to the caft, the
fouth, and the north. This expedition
was fent out from Peterfburg, in the fum-
mer of 1734, andv was called the Kamt-
Jehatka Expedition.

It is needlefs to treat of it at large, asa
full account is to be. met with in the excel-
Ient Colletion of Ruffian Tranfaétions,
publithed in 1758, by Mr. MiLrer. In
the third volume, which treats of beagés,
&¢. the author gives a circumftantial ac-
count of this expedition, and how far the
Ruffians had carried their difcoveries into
the Pacific Ocean, to the north, the eaft,
and the fouth. He relates, that Bearine
difcovered feveral iflands to the north-

eaft 5
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caft; and one in particular, on which he
was thipwrecked, died, and was buried
by his fellow travellers; who gave it the
name of Bekring’s Ifland. He farther
tells s, that Captain Tscuir1x0FF failed
eaftward to the American coafls, and
found a fhorter cut from Kamtfchatka to
America, than could ever have been
imagined : and that Captain SpANGEN-
BERG,\ who had been fent to the fouth-
eaft, difcovered a multitude of iflands;
called the Kurili Iflands; and beyond
thefe, fome large ones inhabited by Ja-
panefe, which are in fact the outfkirts of

japana

This important expedition, in which
the Academy of Sciences at Peterfburg
had engaged a Profeflor of Aftronomy,
Mr. DE L’ssie pe 1a CrROYERE, with
an affifiant, named KRASILNiKOFF,- a

“Profeflor
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Profeflor of Hiftory, the celebrated Mr.
MILLER, and his affiftant, Mr. Frscuer,
‘w\ho was afterwards Profeﬁ'of, for the
colle&ing of Faéts from the Records of
Siberia, and the Defcription of Nations ;
and a Profeffor of Natural Hiftory and
Botany, Mr. GMmerL1n, with two aflift-
ants, KRAscHENINNIKOFF and STEL-
LER, fome draughtfmen, &c. ended foon
after the acceffion of the late Emprefs
ErizaBerH to the throne. Moﬁ; of the
perfons who had been out upon this ex-
pedition, returned one after another in
1743, and the following year; but the
Maps they had drawn up, were firft en-
graved under the direGtion of the Aca-
demy of Peterfburg in 1758, by order of
the Grand Dutchefs, the prefent Emprefs
Carmarine IL

c The
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The ’gévcrnmcnt being now fufficiently
informed of the nature and fituation of
thofe feas, lands, iflands and people, the

matter refted there.

Catmarine II. when fhe came to
the Crown, invited fome Ruffian mer-
chants to extend their trade to thefe di-
ftant regions, offering them her pro-
tection, and the affiftance of the gover-
nors and commanders in ‘the different
~parts of Siberia; and in the firft years of
her reign, the was rewarded for her zeél,
by the difcovery of fome new iflands,
oppolite to the gulph of Olutora (a), which
afforded choice furs of black foxes and
beavers.

To

(a) This gulph, and the iflands that were dif-
- covered over againft it, derive their name from the
river Olutora, which runs into this bay from
the weft,
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To the immortal honour of CATHA-
rINE 1L the way to new difcoveries was
now opened afrefh ; but it required both
refolution and perfeverance to purfue it, to
the emolument and glory of Ruma; and
to extend her trade in thofe feas, which
lay at fo great a diftance, though conti-
guous to the Ruffian dominions. This
refolution and perfeverance, the Emprefs
found means to excite and fupport, {Jy
erefting a commercial company (4), com-

C:2 pofed

-~ (a) At firft it confifted of about twenty mer-
chants, who, till then, had traded fingly with Si-
beria and the frontiers of China, in Ruffian and
other European commodities. The fund for this
affociation confifted of fhares, of 500 rubles each;
and two faltories were ere&ed, one at Ochotfkoi,
the other in Kamtfchatka. The former was under
the infpe&tion of Mr. WasiLEr IwANOFF ScHI-
LorF, Merchant at Welikinfting; the latter, of
Mr. iwan TimorejerF KrAsiLNIKOFF, Mer-
chant at 1%/tow, who had attended the firft expe-

dition
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pofed of Ruftian merchants, to whom fhe
granted {pecial privileges, for the carry-
ing on their trade and navigation in the
new dilcovered parts: fhe likewife heo-
noured the twelve firft members with a
gold medal, firuck for that purpofe, which
they were to wear hung to their necks
by a blue ribband, as a mark of her high

favour.

Farther to promote this end, the Ad-
miralty-Office at Ochotfkoz, on the fea of
Penfinfk, or of Ochot fkoz, had orders from'
her Majefty to affift this trading com-
pany of Kamt(chatka, in the profécution

of

dition in a fhip of his own, and afterwards fettled
in Kamtfchatka. The other principal members of
this trading company were Feedr NikiforoffF Ribin-
ﬂwz, aMerchant of Mofcow ; Feodor Afonafsjeff Kul-

/s fwan Lapin, and Fwaoz Bureni " Merchants
ot Wolovod

W2
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of their undertaking; to provide them
with convoys; and to endeavour to pro-
cure all poffible information relative to
the iflands and coafts they intended to
vifit, to the north and north-eaft, beyond
Kamtfchatka. In the year 1764, they oc-
cordingly failed, from the harbour of
Ochot fkor, with fome two-mafted galliots,
and fingle-mafted veffels of Siberia, called
Dofchtfchenik, a kind of covered barges,
under a convoy from the aforefaid Ad-
miralty-Office, commanded by the Licu-
tenant, Mr. Syxbo. They pafied the
fea of Ochotfkoi; went round the fouthern
cape of Kamt[chatka, into the Pacific
Ocean ; fteered along the eaftern coaft,
keeping northward; and at laft came to
an anchor in the harbour of Peter Paul,
and wintered in the O/fraog, or pallifadéd
Village, belonging to it. The next year
they purfued their voyase farther north-

ward.
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ward; and in that and the following years,
1765 and 1766, by degrees difcovered a
whole Archipelago of iflands of different
fizes, which increafed upon them the far-
ther they went, between the §6th and
67th degrees of north latitude ; and they
returned fafe, in the year 1767. The re-
ports they made to the Government’s
Chancery at Irkutzk, and from thence
fent to the Direting Senate, together
with the Maps and Charts thereto an-
nexed, make a confiderable alteration in
the regions of the fea of Anadir, and in
the fitvation of the oppofite coaft of
America; and give them quite a different
appearance from what they had in the
above-mentioned Map, engraved in the
year 1758, 'This difference is apparent,
by comparing it with the amended Map
publithed laft year, 1773, by the Aca-
demy of Sciences; and is fHll more vi-

fible
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fible in the very accurate little Map of
the new difcovered Northern Archi-
pelago hereto annexed, which is drawn
up from the original accounts. In this
are delineated both the former tracks of
Beuring and TscHIRIKOFF ; and more
particularly the late voyage of our trading
company of Kamtfchatka, under Lieu-
tenant Synpo, together with all the new
iflands he difcovered, are'fet down ac-
cording to their fituation and apparent
mélgnitude, {fome with names, and fome

without,

)

The original accounts, that have hi-
therto been tran{mitted to us, are not yet
fufficient to enable me to give a minute
defcription of each; of their nature, or
of the manners of the inhabitants; parti-
cularly, as no aftronomer attended this
expedition, or any adept in the know-

" ledge
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ledge of the three kingdoms of nature,
who might have given us an accurate
account of the Botany, Zoology, and
Mineralogy of thefe new . difcovered
ilands.

However, it appears, from the illiterate
accounts of our {ea-faring men, that there
is no eflential difference, in any refpeét,
between thefe feveral ilands, and their
inhabitants; but that they feem to be

pretty much alike.

It is needlefs to name every one of
the iflands which compofe our new Nor-
thern Archipelago, as they are fet down
in the Map hereto annexed, with their

fituation and fize.

As to the abfolute accuracy of the two
firft articles, namely, the true fitvation,

as



[ 17 ]
as to geographical latitude and longitude,
~ and their exalt dimenﬁons, I would not’
be anfwerable for them, till they can be

afcertained by aftronomical obfervations.

In the mean time, to facilitate the de-
{cription of this new clufter of iflands, we

fhall reduce them to three divifions.

The fir/? contains the iflands firft dif-
covered by BERiNG and TScHIRIKOFF,
in the fea of Kamtfchatka, or Pacific
Ocean,between the soth and s6thdegrees
of north latitude, fuch as Bering’s [j]and,
Mednoi, St. Theodor, St. Abraham, St. Ma-

carius, &c,

The fecond comprehends the iflands of
Olutora, over againft the gulph of that
name, between the 56th and 6oth de-
grees; together with the iflands of Aleuta,

D which
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which lie farther fouth—ez}ﬁ, difcovered by
the Ruffian trading Company, in the

courfe of their navigation.

In the third we fhall reckon the iflands
of Anadir; that is, thofe difcovered in
the two laft years, 1'7‘6 5 and 1766, farther
north and eaft, from the 6oth to the 67th

degrees of north latitude.

Of thefe iflands we know in general,
and for certain, that thofe which are
nmated from the goth to the gsth de-
gree, ref\,mble the iflands of Kurily, with
regard to the weather, the productions of
fea and land; beafts, fith, and fhell-fith;
as alfo in the figure, appearance, cloath-
ing, food, way of life, and manners of
the inhabitants; whereas thofe from the
ssth to the 6oth degree, which are the

iflands of Olutora and Aleuta, are, in

all
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all thefe particulars, very like Kamt-

Jehatka (a).

Thofe of the third divifion have a dif-
ferent afpeé, and are fituated from the
6oth to the 67th degree of north latitude.
The former, which are like Kamtfchatka,
are full of mountains and volcanoes, have
no woods, and but few plains.” The more
northern iflands abound in woods and
fields, and confequently in wild beafls.
As to the favage inhabitants of thefe new
difcovered iflands,theyare but one remove
from brutes, and differ from the inha-

D2 - bitants

(4) Mr. KrAsCHENINNIKOFF, who went as
Afliftant to the abovementioned Kamt{chatka Expe-
dition, and to Kemt/chatkaitlelf, has publifhed a very
circumftantial account of that peninfula; as like-
wife of the iflands of Kurili, in two Volumes, 4to.
Peterfourg, 1758, N. B. 1t has been tranflated
and publifhed in French and Englifh. -
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bitants of the iflands lately difcovered by
the Englith and French in the fouth feas,
as much in their perfons, manners, and
way of life, as in their climate ; being the
very reverfe of the friendly and hofpitable
people of Otakeite.

To give a more diftin& idea of thefe
nsw iflands, we fhall here {ubjoin the
above-mentioned Extra& of the original
Accounts delivered to the Imperial Aca-
demy of Sciences, without any comment
whatever, or any addition, except a few
remarks and explanations, with regard to
the names, of fome plants, beafts, &e.
which would otherwife be unintelligible.
The extraét contains an artlefs defcription
of the chief of the iflands whofe names
and fituations occur in our little Map.
From thefe we may form a tolerable
judgment of the refl,

EXTRACT
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MADE TO THE
DIRECTI_NG SENATE,
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Chanceries of the Government of fr-

kuzk, Kamtfchatka & Bolfcherezt,
SHEWING

What Iflands have been difcovered by the
Promy[chleniki, or Commercial Com-
pany, on their Trading Voyage beyond
Kamt[chatka; what People inhabit thofe
Iflands, and what Animals and. Pro-
ductions were found there.






Extract of the Report, &c.
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I. Yg\HE ifland of Ayax is about

‘ 1 50 werfls (4) in circumference,
It has very high rocky mountains; and
likewife valleys, dry grounds, plains, moift
ground, turf, meadows and roads; fo
that youmay eafily go all over the ifland,
and along the fea-coaft. There are no
woods at all upon the ifland. 'The fame
young high grafs (b) grows there, as is
' found

(a) A werft is about two-thirds of an Englifh mile.

(4) Akind of fea grafs (4/ga) which may be ufed
for firing, inftead of wood.
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found in the gulph of Kamtfchatka. The
berries that grow on this ifland, though
very {paringly,arethe common Schickfa(a)
and Golubel, On the contrary, the roots
for food, namely, the Kutarnick (b), and
the red root, grow in fuch quantities, as
to afford a plentiful provifion for the in-
habitants. There is a little river, that
‘flows from north to fouth, and difcharges
into the fea. Its courfe, from the {pring-
head to the fea, meafures about feven or
eight werfls; and the breadih, from ten
to fifteen, and twenty fathom. The

depth, at low water, is an Ar[chine (¢) and
a half;

{2) Very fmall hurts, that grow brown on the
heaths, but dark blue in the woods: they are
otherwife called Ant-berries. Golubel 1s the com-
mon Sloe.

(%) We cannot pofitively fay what root this is,
for want of an accurate defcription. KRASCHEN-
INNIKOFF makes no mention of it in his De-
Jeription of Kamifthatka ; confequently, it is not
known there. -

() A Ruffian yard, about thtee-fourths of an
Englith yard long.
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a half; and, at high water, two, or two
and a half. In June, this river affords
red gudgeons, foles, or the large fort of
halbut; in Auguft, the Kitfchug : but, in
winter, there is hardly any fith to be got.
The number of inhabitants on this ifland
cannot well be afcertained ; becaufe they
remove from one ifland to another with
their whole families, crofs the ftreights in
‘great Baidars (a) between the iflands, and
fettle in fuch as they find the pleafanteft
and beft provided.

II. The ifland of Kanama is diftant
from the former about twenty werfls, and
is about two hundred werfls in circum-
ference. Among the many high mountains
in this ifland, is a remarkable one, called
the Horelaai Sopka, that is, the Burning
Top,where the iflanders fetch brimflone in
‘ {fummer.

(2) Baidars are large boats, made of whales
ribs, bound together with haops, and covered
‘over with the fkins of fea-dogs, fea-cows, and
other fea animals. E ‘
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{ummer. At the foot of this mountain
there are hot fprings, where the inhabi-
tants boil their meat and their fifh,
There are no other rivers on this ifland,
The low crrounds are much of the fame
nature as in the former. It contains about
two. hundred inhabitants of both fexes.

ML The ifland of Tscuprcuina lics
forty werfls from the fecond, and is about
eighty werfts in circumference. Among
many craggy rocks, one rifes above the
reft, which is called The White Clff. In
the low grounds of this ifland there are
fome hot fprings, but no cold fireams or
rivers.: On this account the uland is in-
hablted but by a few families.

iV. The iﬂand of Tararawn is diftant
from thie third ten werfls, and may ‘mcaf
fure upwards of forty werfts round. There
are no confiderable mountains on this
land ; nor is there any great plenty of
fith, ot other neceffaries of life. The
gogﬁ is fo .rocky, that there is no landing

'  there
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.thete in Baidars, much lefs in other vefl-
fels, that are not {o flat. There are alfo
but a few families on this ifland.

V. The ifland of Arcua lies forty
werfts from the fourth, and may be about
three hundred werfts in circumference.
Here you find many rocks; and many
rivers running from them idto the fea s

but they do not equally abound in fith.

‘The ifland produces plenty of vegetable .
food; fuch as the Kutarnik, the red root,
and the Sarana (a). It affords conve-
nient landing-places. The inhabitants
may be between fixty and feverity fouls 5
men, women and children.

VL The ifland of Amrar is diftant
five werfls from the fifth; and may be
E2 fome-

(a) A kind of wild tulip, or lilly: the root
has no unpleafant tafte, and is of a very flimu-
" lating quality., This plant is found pretty common
in many parts of Siberia, particularly about
Irkuzk..
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fomewhat more than three hundred werfls
in circumference. On this ifland are a
great many rocks, and many brooks that
fall into the fea; one of which, in par-
ticular, abounds with what they call the
red fith, which is a kind of falmon, an
arfchine and a half long. The high grafs,
as alfo the Kutarnik and Sarama roots,
grow there in great plenty. The num-
ber of inhabitants, men, women and
children, is from fixty to feventy.

Befides thefe iflands, we faw many
more to the eaftward, at no great di-
ftance from each other, but did not vifit
them,

The manner of living in thefe fix iflands
is this. 1. The inhabitants on the low
lands have green huts, which they call
- Jurts, where they conftantly live, They
care little for warmth, fo never kindle fires
in their Faurts all the winter.—a. They
wear no cloaths but what are made with
the tkins of fea-fowls, efpecially a kind

of
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-of black duck, called Arkea and To-
porka (a4) which they have the art of
‘catching by the fea-fide, with a fling made
of whalebone. With the guts of the fea-
cows and fea-calves, which they call %
utfcha and Nerpa, they fow their Kam-
lees, or upper garments. They ufe no-
thing elfe for their clothing.—3. For their
common food, they are content with raw
fith, and mottly with what they call Pa/
tufina, and other kinds of flock fith, If
they are hindered from fithing by con-
trary wind, they live upon fea-kail,
"(Crambe Littoralis Bunias) and fea-
oyfters.—4. In May and June they go
out to catch Nerpas (fea-calves) and
beavers.—s. In the depth of winter, by
the fevereft cold, they go juft as in
fummer, with their fith-tkin and bird-
fkin upper and under garments, without

breeches,

(4) Mot of them are a kind of fea-fowl, (called
Tubtani) which are caught in great mumbers, a
hundred different ways; they are of a very beautiful
red colour, and almoft a5 large as a goofe,
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breeches, frockings, caps or gloves. If
now and then it fets in uncommonly cold;
they kindle a heap of the hay of ftrong
fea-grafs, and let the warmth penetrate
to their feet, and between their legs, into
the under garment, till they are in fome
meafure warm.—6. Their women and
children wear the fame cloaths as the
men; but fome have both the under
garments and an upper cloak made of
beaver-fkin—7. They fleep with their
wives in their huts, in a cellar dug in
‘the ground, which they firew with grafs,
and prepare fo as to make a foft bed;
but have no other covéring than' the
cloaths they wear in the day-time.—
8. They take no manner of thought about
their foul; much lefs about their condition
after death; for they have not the leaft
notion of a future flate.

VII. Kopyax; this appears to be a
pretty large ifland, on which is feen a
ridge of mountains, with high tops, pro-
jecting here and there. In the middle

part
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part of the ifland are vallies and plains,
and a navigable river, of a confiderable
breadth and dcpth The mouth of this
river forms a bay, fit to admit fhipping.
Another {maller river iffues from a lake
to the northward, and flows fouthward,
for the fpace of about four werfts into
the fea. ‘The lake feems to be about fix
werfls long, a werft broad, and from ten
to fifteen fathom deep. In this river
many forts of fith come from the fea into
the lake, and are caught in great quan-
tities 3 fuch as large gudgeons, herrings,
five or fix Wer[chocks (a) long, haddocks,
foles, red falmon, and fever,al other fpe-
cies, known only in thefe waters, and
called Kifchut[ch, Chaiko, Peftraiki, Pof-
tufchina, &c. - | :

This ifland is inhabited by a people ab-
folutel y unknown hitherto, who call them-
felves

(@) The fixteenth part of an Aifchire, or one
inch and an half Englifh meafure,
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felves Kanagyft. To all appearance thefe
iflanders are numerous; for they appeared
in great numbers on the coaft. They
feem 1o be an obftinate and brutith peo-
ple, who will fubmit to no ruler, and
thew no refpeét to each other. The drefs
of thefe people confifts of the under gar-
ment above defcribed, made of dark co-
‘loured, brown and red fox-fkins; as alfo
of the fkins of beavers, fea-fowls and
elks, and the fpeckled ficld-moufe, (Mus
Citellus) which they call Fewrafchki or
Suflik : how and where they catch thefe
animals, we could not learn. In winter
they wear on their feet a kind of long
fnow-thoes, called Torpafes, made of
raindeer-tkin, fewed with Kamifch (a).
They wear no ftockings nor breeches,
but variety of caps, which they make of
many different ftuffs, according to their
fancy. Their common weapons are bows

and

(a) Kamifchis a kind of reed, the fibres of which
thg:y draw out into threads, .
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and arrows, lances and knives, made of
raindeér’s bones, hatchets of a hard black
flone, with which they likewife make the
points of their lances. As foon as thefe
people perceived us, they wanted to fall
upon us, after their brutith cuftom, to rob
and murder us. They are particularly
fpiteful againt all people that come from
the diftri& of Kamt[chatka; and, in ge-
neral, they are dangerous to all flrangers
- who appreach their ifland.  They live in
Furts or cellars under ground, where
there does not appear the leaft clean-
linefs, as in the huts of the Kamt[chadales.
By way of ornament, they bore their
under lip, where they hang fine bones of
beafts and birds, as other nations wear
ornaments to their ears. They commonly
paint their faces with red, blue, and other
colours. ‘The men bear wooden fhields,
which they call Kujaki. They go out to
{ea, either alone or two or three together,
in their Baidars, which are light, fmall
and long boats, made of fea-dog’s fkin.
They bave likewife large Baidays, in which
F more
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more people can fit. ‘They live chiefly
upon the fith they call Paltufina, and
ftock-fith or haddock, which they catch
in the fea with hooks made of bone. They
are very dexterous at catching the river
fith with their T/bsriugs, which are nets
or bags, that they weave with firings or
threads. All thefe fith they eat raw. Be-
fides thefe, they catch a good quantity of
beavers, fea-cows, cat-fith (‘Susitf¢hi) and
dog-fith ; but, on the rivers, otters, brown
and grey foxes, ermines, bears, and beau-
tiful fpeckled and tabby mice, called
Fewrafchki. As to birds, they have on
this 1fland all forts of ftorks, ducks, ravens,
~ magpies, &¢. but no particular kinds have
been obferved. The berries that grow
there in great plenty are, hurts, Schick-
fas, cranberries, floes, Toloknjanka and
Sarana. 'Their woods are chiefly the al-
der-tree, birch, and feveral forts of
willows,

VIIL The ifland of Umanax, which
had already been difcovered in the for-
' mer
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mer navigation, is full three hundred
werfls in compafs. No woods are to be
found there. What grows there, is the
fame thick reed, or fea-grafs, as in Kamt-
Schatka. ‘The rivers that flow from the
lakes are but fmall. - Both in this and the
ifland of Unalafchka, before difcovered,
as alfo throughout our new Northern
Archipelago, the inhabitants have no
notion of any religion; and in their dark-
nefs, only believe in witchcraft.

The men wear upper and under
garments of fkins of the Urid and Ar-
jen (a), &c., the women wear the {ame

Fa2 cloathing,

() The Uril (Corvus Aquaticus) is a kind of
water-raven, not unlike the crane: it is efteemed
as a dainty. See KRASCHENINNIKOFF's De-
[feription of Kamtfchatka, vol. 1, p. 334 The
Arjeny Colymbus Aréticus, (Lumme diftus IWormis)
Hoyer. A large fort of black and white duck,
which are found in innumerable flocks on the
rocky iflands : their fkin ferves to make clothes and
furs. See KRASCHENINNIKOFF, vol. 1. p, 300,
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cloathing, only theirs are moftly madcof
the fkins of beafts; namely, of the beaver
and cacfith, fewed together with the
finews of the Sjutfcha. A man has as
many wives as he pleafes, or as he can
afford to keep; but he often trades with
them different ways: for inflance, if one
man is in pofleffion of fomething that
another has 2 fancy for, he lets him have
it for a wife or two. They do the fame
with their children, efpecially with their
boys. They feed upon the fleth of
- feveral animals, and commonly eat it
raw; fometimes they roaft or broil it.
Their manner of doing it is this: they heap
up fome flones, which they bind on all
fides with clay, light a fire underncath,
then lay fome fticks acrofs the top, on
which they put their meat or fith to" broil.
They catch the Paltufina and frock-fith,
both in winter and fummer, with bone
hooks, faftened to a firing: the larger fith
they thoot with arrows. The whales
which the fea cafis on fhore are a great
addition to their provifion. Some years

‘ the
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the berries called Schickfa will grow
there ; and {fome years none at all. When
the fea fails to throw up the cuftomary
fupply, they live upon the common fea-
muflels, &c. Wherever any one has
fixed his habitation, nobody elfe dares to
hunt or fith in the neighbourhcod, nor:
appropriate to himfelf- what' the fea has-
caft up, unlefs he has previoufly agreed.
with him for a part of the produce. .}
"2 man happens, on his way or in huating,
to come upon another man’s territory, he.
muft take up his lodging in their Basdars,.
unlefs he is a rg:létion, for in that cafe he
takes him into his hut. As they do not
conftantly refide in one place, their num-
bers cannot be exaétly afcertained. The
men, and women too, cut their hair be-
fore, and fome all round, and tie it up.
in a bunch behind; but if they are in
affli&ion, or meet with any mifchance,
they let it hang down carelefsly. They
bore the upper lip of the young children
of both fexes, under the noftrils, where
they hang feveral forts of ftones, and

whitened
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whitened fith-bones, or the bores of
other animals: they wear the fame finery:
by way of ear-rings. They make their
Baidars with the fkins of beafts, chiefly®
of fea-cows, which:are very large. They:
are of different lengths,: fome even fix
fathom. Thefe will hold thirty or forty.
perfons, with their wives and children:
they row them with oars on both fides,
like boats; but without a rudder. They
have likewife {maller:Basdars, with oars
on both fides. Their weapons confift
of bows and arrows, abeut an Archine
and a half long. The points of their
arrows are made with indented bones,
and fome with fharp-pointed flones.
They likewife make ufe of wooden lances,
which they call Kujati. There are no:
woods on this ifland. They build their
Furts after the manner of Kamt[chatka,
with the larch, fir, and other wood, which
is driven by the fea to their coafls; with
this difference only, that in thefe, the
flooring is not fo firongly laid with earth
as in the others. They cover the roof
‘ with
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with grafs, which is laid on frefth every
year. In thefe Furts they live, till the
pales rot by length of time, and are in
danger of being cruthed by the preflure
ofthe roof. Theyare frequentlyfrom five,
ten, fiftecn, to thirty fathem long, and
commonly four fathom broad : the largeft
are carried up to two or three fathom
high. In the fmall Furts there are from
two to five windows or openings ; and in
the larger ones, fometimes ten. Behind,
or adjoining to thefe great Furts, they
commonly build a few {mall ones, which
ferve as houfes of office. They have no
fire-place in their Furts; but when the
~cold is very intenfe, they kindle a little
heap of dried grafs in the middle of the
Furt, and warm their feet and legs, and
their upper and under garments. Then
they lie down to fleep upon the dry grafs,
covering themfelves with their warm
cloaths: for thefe people know of no
other bedding.

FINTIS
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INTRODUCTION.

LON G Voyages have frequently
been productive of fuch incidents
ds exceed the bounds of probability;
fo that however fond we may be
of thofe Authors, who in this ref-
peét adminifter to our pleafure, by
telating adventures of the wonder-
ful kind, yet we are apt to be fufpi-
cious in perufing them, left our cre-
dulity fhould get the better of our
judgment. It has happ‘eﬁed never-
thelefs frequently, that thofe very
Writers, whofe works at firft fight
were fulpeéted of exaggeration or

G2 fi¢tion
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fiction, have afterwards, by fome

unexpected accident, been wholly
cleared from fuch imputations.

The occurrences which I amnow
about to relate, may, in a great
meafure,  be claffed with thofe
which, -if not wutterly incredible,
are at leaft improbable ; they feem-
ing to have been ftudioufly em-
bellithed with fuch circumitances
as would give them moft the air
of the marvellous. . I muft con-
fefs, that I myfelf was, in the be-
gianing, at a lofs what opinion to
form, when Mr. VERNEZOBRE,
Director of the whale - fithery,
tran{mitted to me the firft account
of them from Archangel. But as
-the people concerned in the fol-

lowing
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lowing Narrative were dependents
of Count PeETeEr IwaNowITSCH
ScHUwALOow, who at that time
enjoyed a grant of the whale-
fithery under the Emprefs ErLi-
zABETH, I requefted that Gen-
tleman to {end for them from Arch-
angel, that 1 might fatisfy myfelf
by queftioning them concerning
their adventures. The Count
complyed with -my requeft; and
moreover exprefled a defire to fee

’and c¢onverfe with thefe men him-
felf,

In confequence of his orders,
two of them were fent to Pezer/-
burg ; the one, ALEx1s Himkor,
the mate, a man of about fifty
years of age; the other, IwaAN

Him-
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Hinvkor, godfon to-the former, of
about thirty. They arrived at this
city in the beginning of the year
1750; and the firft converfation 1
had with them, was on the 8th of
J:&‘nuary. They brought with them
feveral curious pieces of their work-
manthip, and fome productions of
the defert Ifland on which they
had fo long refided, as prefents fof
Count ScHuwaArow, of which
things I fhall give fome account in
“the fequel.” Iexamined them with
all the circumfpeétion and care I
was mafter of; propofing to them
fuch queftions as I thought ne-
ceflary to fatisfy me of the truth
of this relation. The reader there-
fore may‘ fafely believe that, after
having taken fuch precautions, no

' TOOIN
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room is left to queftion the veracity
of the following Narrative,

Another circumftance tending
alfo to authenticate the following
account, is, that as foon as the
unfortunate failors arrived at Zrch-
angel, Mr. KringstapT, chief
Auditor of the Admiralty of that
city, fent for and examined them
‘Vefy particularly concerning the
events which had befallen them ;
minuting down their anfwers in
writing, with an intention of pub-
lithing: himfelf an account of their
extraordinary adventures.  This
Gentléman, fome time after, came
to Peterfburg, and feeing the Nar-
rative which I had drawn up, he
ﬁyas pleafed toc fay, that he pre-
o ferred
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~ ferred it to his own, and there-
fore gave up all thoughts of pub-
lithing one himfelf. But he was
fo ¢bliging as to favour me with
a fight of his manufcript, in order
that I might infert (as I actually
have done) {ome particular inci-
dents, which the failors had omit-
ted to inform me of, but had re-
lated to him. Both the accounts
agreed to a tittle in all particulars
whete this Gentleman and I had
put the fame queftions to the fai-
lors; a circumftance which affords
an almoft inconteﬁable proof of the
truth of the whole,

THE
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THE
NARRATIVE, &c.

?‘""Qﬁ”‘ N the year 1743, one JEREMIAH

21 vy Oxrapmxor, a Merchant' of
¥ X% Mefen, a town in the province
of Fugovia and in the government of
Archangel, fitted out a veflel, carrying
fourteen men; the was deftined for Spitz-
bergen, to be employed in the whale-or
feal-fithery (). For cight fucceffive days
after they had failed, the wind was fair;
but on the ninth it changed, fo that inftead

of

(a) Seals are by the Ruffians called Morgi; a
commodity in which they carry on a very cons
Giderable trade, :

H
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of getdng to the weft of Spitzbergen, the
ufual place of rendevouz for the Dutch
thips, and thofe of other nations annually
employed in the whale-fithery, they were
driven eaflward of thofe iflands; and, after
fome days, they found themfelves at a{mall
diftance from one of them, called East-
Se1TzBERGEN; by the Ruflians, Maly
Broun; that 1s, Little Broun (SP1TZBER~
GEN, properly fo called, being known to
them by the name of Bolfchoy Broun, that
is, Great Broun). Having approached this
ifland within almoft three Wer/ls, or two
Englith miles, their veflel was fuddenly
furrounded by ice, and they found
themfelves in an extremely dangerous
fituation..

In this alarming flate a council was
held; when the mate, Arexis Himxkor,
ihformed them that he recolleéted to have
heard, that fome of the people of Mefen,
fome time before, having formed a refo-
lution of wintering upon this ifland, had
accordingly carried from that city timber

proper
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proper for building 2 hut, and had attually
ere@ed one at fome diftance from the

thore.

‘This information induced the whole
company to refolve on wintering there,
if the hut, as they hoped, ftill exifted ;
for they clearly perceived the imminent
danger they were in, and that they muft
inevitably perifh if they continued in the
fhip. They difpatched therefore four of
their crew, in fearch of the hut, or any
other fuccour they could meet with.
Thefe were ALexis Himkor, the mate;
Iwax Himxor, his godfon; STEPHEN
ScuarAPOF, and FEopor WEREGIN.

'As the thore on which they were to
land was uninhabited; it was neceflary
that they thould make fome provifion
for their ‘expedition. They had almoft
two miles to travel over loofe ridges of
ice, which being raifed by the waves,
and driven againft each other by the
wind, rendered the way equally difficult

H2 and
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and dangerous; prudence therefore for-
bad their loading ‘themfelves too much,
left, being overburthened, they might
‘ﬁnk in between the pieces of ice a,nd

penfh

Having thus maturely confidered the
nature of their undertaking, they pro-
vided themfelves with a mufket, a pow-
der-horn containing twelve charges of
powder, with as many balls, an axe, a
fmall kettle, a bag with about twenty
pounds of flower, a knife, a tinder-box
and tinder, a bladder filled with tobacco,
and every man his wooden pipe. Thus
accoutred, thefe- four failors quickly
arrived on the ifland, little fufpe¢ting
the misfortunes that would hefall them,

They began with exploring the
country ; and foon difcovered the hut
they were in fearch of, about an Englith
mile and a half from the fhore. It was
thirty fix feet in length, elcrhteen feet in
heighth, and as many in breadth. It con-

tained
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tained a fmall anti-chamber, about twelve

feet broad, which had two doors, the one

to thut it up from the outer air, the other.
to form a communication with the inner

room: this contributed greatly to keep

the larger room warm,when once heated.

In the large room was an earthen ftove,
conftruéted in the Ruffian manner; that
is, a kind of oven without a chimney,
which ferves occafionally either for bak-
ing, for heating the room, or, as is

cuftomary amongft the Ruflian peafants,

in very cold weather, for a place to fleep

upon.

The reader muft not be furprifed at
my mentioning a room without a chim-
ney; for the houfes inhabited by the lower
clafs of people in Ruffia are feldom built
otherwife. When a fire is kindled in
one of thefe ftoves, the room, as may
well be fuppofed, is filled with {fmoke ;
to give vent to which, the door, and three
or four windows are opened. Thefe win-
dows are each a foot in heighth, and about

fix
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fix inches wide : they are cut out of the
beams whereof the houfe is built; and,
by means of a {liding-board, they may,
when occafion requires it, be fhut very
clofe.  When therefore 2 fire is made
in the flove, the fmoke defcends no lower
than the Windows, through which, or
through the door, it finds a vent, accord-
ing to the direétion of the wind; and per-
fons may continue in the room, without
fecling any great inconveniency from it
The reader will réadily conjecture that
the upper part of fuch a place, between
the windows and the cieling, muft be
as black as ebony; but, from the
windows down to the floor, the wood
is perfeétly clean, and retains its natural
colour, k~

‘They. rejoiced greatly at having dif-
covered the hut,- which had however fuf-
fered much from the weather, it'having
now been built a confiderable time : our
adventurers however contrived to pafs
the night in it.  Early next morning

they
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they haftened to the fhore, impatient .to
inform' their comrades of their fuccefs;
and alfo to procure from their veflel fuch
provifions, ammﬁnition, and other ne-
ceffarics, as might better enable them to
winter on the ifland.

I leave my readers to figure to them-
felves the aftonithment and agony of mind
thefe poor people muft have felt, when,
on reaching the place of their landing,
they faw nothing but an open fea, free
from the ice, which, but a day before, had
covered the ocean. A violent ftorm,
which had arifen during the night, had
certainly been the caufe of this difafirous
event. But they could not tell whether
the ice which had before hemmed in the
veflel, agitated by the violence of the
waves, had been driven againft her, and
thattered her to pieces; or whether the
had been carried by the current into
the main; a circumftance which fre-
quently happens in thofe feas. Whatever
accident had befallen the fhip, they faw

' her
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her no more; and as no tidings were ever
afterwards received of her, it is moft pro-
bable that the funk, and that all on board.
of her perithed.

This melancholy event depriving the
unhappy wretches of all hope of ever
being able to quit the ifland, they 're-
turned to the hut from whence they had.
come, full of horror and defpair.

Their firft attention was employed, as
may eafily be imagined, in devifing means
of providing fubfiftence, and for repair-
ing their hut. The twelve charges of
powder which they had brought with
them, foon procured them as many rain-
deer; the ifland, fortunately for them,
abounding in thefe animals.

Raindeer being only found in the moft
northern parts of Europe, fuch as Lapland,
and in the correfponding parts of Afia,
a thort defeription of thefe animals will,

it is hoped, not be deemed an unpardon-
able digrefiion. The
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The raindeer much refemble the
ftag, or elk. They are commonly of
an afh-colour; but there are fome of a
reddith caft. They exceed the flag in
fize, and are alfo more flethy, Their
horns are {mooth and of a whitith hue,
with more branches than thofe of the
ftag, but very like the horns of the elk.
The raindeer, when running, make
a- noife with the joints of their legs;
and this alfo ferves to diftinguith them
from the f{iag.

The Laplanders, the Samojedes, and a
branch of the Tongufes, who, from the
word Olen, which in the Ruffian language
fignifies Rain-deer, are called Oleni-Ton-
gufes, ufe raindeer to draw in their
fledges, inftead of horfes; for, befides
being of fufficient ftrength, their fwiftnefs
is incredible. Mofs, which in all the
northern countries is produced in great
abundance, is the only food on which
they fubfift. This they procure for them-
elvfcs, by clearing away with their feet

1 the
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the fnow which covers the mofs ; fo that
their owners arc at no expence for their

malntenance,

An opinion prevails, that the raindeer
cannot live in any but their native
country. ‘This however I will venture to
fay is falfe; for Imyfelf faw at Mofcow,
twelve of thefe animals, which belonged
to the High-Chancellor Count Goros-
KIN, feeding in a meadow adjoining tQ
the river Yaufe, which waters that noble-
man’s gardens: and in the year 1752,
Count Prrer Iwavowrrscn Scruw A-
r.o¥, had both a male and female brought
from .Arclmﬁge! They fed on nothing
but mofs,. yet the female produced 4
young one, which throve to admiration,
~and continued in full health and. vigour
till the year 1754. How long they lived
afterwards I cannot fay, as I returned ta
Peterfburg in that year.

I have before obferved, that the hut
\gvhmh the {ailors were fo fortunate as

find,
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find, had fuftained fome damage, and it
was this: there were cracks in many
places between the boards of the building,
which freely admitted the dir. This in-
conveniency was however eafily reme-
died, as they had an axe, and the beams
were ftill found (for wood in thofe cold
climates continues through a length of
years unimpaired by worms or decay) fo
it was cafy for them to make the boards
join again very tolerably; befides; mofs
growing in great abundance all over the
ifland, there was more than f{ufficient to
ftop up the crevices, which wooden
houfes muft always be liable to. Repairs
of this kind coft the unhappy men the lefs
trouble, as they were Ruffians; for all
Ruffian peafants are known to be good
carpenters: they build their own houfes,
and are very expert in handling the axe.

The intenfe cold, which makes thofe
climates habitable to fo few fpecies of
animals, renders them equally unfit for
the produétion of vegetables. No fpecies

I2 of
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of tree, or even thrub, ‘is found on any
of the illands of Spitzbergen; a circum-
ftance of the moft alarming nature to our
failors, Without fire it was impofiible
to reﬁﬁ‘the rigour of the climate; and
without wood, how was that fire to be
produced, or fupported? Providence, how-
ever, has fo ordered it, that in this par-
ticular, the fea fupplies the defeés of the
land. In wandering along the beach,
they colle¢ted plenty of wood, which
had been driven athore by the waves;
and which at firft confifted of the wrecks
of thips, and afterwards of whole trees
with their roots, the produce of fome
more hofpitable, but to them unknown
climate, which the overflowing of rivers,
or other accidents, had {fent into the
ocean. This will not appear incredible to
thofe who have perufed the journals of
the feveral navigators who have been
forced to winter in Nova Zemla (a), or

any

(@) I muft obferve here, that the true pronun-
clation of.that word is not Nova Zembla (as men-

tioned
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any other country in a ftill more northern
latitude.

Nothing proved of more eflential fer-
vice to thefe unfortunate men, during the
firft year of their exile, than fome boards
they found upon the beach, having a long
iron hook, fome nails of about five or fix
inches long, and proportionably thick,
and other bits of old iron fixed in them;
the melancholy relicks of fome veflels caft
away in thofe remote parts. Thefe were
thrown afhore by the waves at a time
when the want of powder gave our men
reafon to apprehend that they muft fall a
prey to hunger, as they had nearly con-
fumed thofe raindeer they had killed.
This lucky circumftance was attended
‘ with

tioned by feveral authors) but Newoia, or Niwva
Zemla. 'The Ruffians having taken poffeffion of this
itland, gave it the name of Novoia, or Nova Zemla;
that is, New Earth, ov New Land; for the word
Zemla, in the Ruflian language, exprefles both theie
ideas s and thus it is called in Ruffia, onwhichitis
dependent.
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with another,'qquall}\/ fortunate; »they
found, on the fhore, the root of a fir-
tree, which neatly approached to the
figure of & bow.

As necefity has ever been the mothet
of invention, fo they foon fathioned this
root to a good bow, by the help of a
knife ; but ftill they wanted a firing, and
arrows. Not knowing how to procure thefe
at prefent, they refolved upon making a
couple of lances, to defend themfelves
againft the white bears, by far the moft
ferocious of their kind, whofe attacks
they had great reafon to dread.

Finding they could neither make the
heads of their lances, nor of their arrows;
without the help of a hammer, they con-
trived to form the large iron hook men-
tioned above into one, by heating it, and
widening a hole it happened to have about
its_middle, with the help of one of their
largeft nails, This received the handle,
‘and a round button at one end of the hook

ferved
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{erved for the face of thehammer. A large
pebble fupplied the place of an anvil;
and a couple of raindeer’s horns made the
rangs. By the means of fuch tools, they
made two heads of {pears; and after po-
~ lithing and fharpening them on ftones,
they ticd them as faft as poflible with
thongs made of raindeer-ikins, to fticks
about the thicknefs of a man’s arm,
“which they got from fome branches of
erees that had been caft on fhore.

Thus equipped with fpears, they re-
{olved to attack a white bear; and after a’
moft dangerous encounter, they killed the
formidable creature, and thereby made a
new fupply of provifions. The fleth of
this animal they relithed exceedingly, as
they thought it much refembled beef in
tafte and flavour. The tendons they
faw with much pleafure could, with
little or no trouble, be divided into fila-
ments, of what finenefs they thought fit.
This perhaps was the moft fortunate dif-
“ ' ) | covery
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covery thefe men could have made; for,
befides other advantages, which will be
hereafter mentioned, they were hercby
furnithed with firings for their bow.

The {uccefs of our unfortunate iflanders
in making the fpears, and the ufe thefe
proved of,encouraged themto proceed,and
1o forge fome pieces of iron into heads of
arrows of the fame fhape, though fome-
what {maller in fize than the {pears above-
mentioned. - Having ground and fhar-
pened thefe like the former, they tied
them, with the finews of the white bears,
to pieces of fir, to which, by the help of
fine threads of the fame, they faftened
feathers of fea-fowl; and thus became
poffefled of a complete bow and arrows.
Their ingenuity, in this refpet, was
crowned with fuccefs far beyond their
expectation ; for, during the time of their
continuance upon the ifland, with thefe
arrows they killed no lefs than two
hundred and fifty raindeer, befides a

great
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great numiber of blue and white foxes (a).
The fleth of thefe animals ferved them
alfo for food, and their fkins for cloath-
ing, and other neceffary prefervatives
againft the intenfe coldnefs of a climate
{o near the Pole:

 Tliey killed however only ten white
‘bears in all,and that not without the utmoft
danger; for thefe animals being prodi-
gioufly ftrong, defended themfelves with
aftonithing vigour and fury. The firft our
men attacked defignedly ; the other nine
they flew in defending themfelves from
their aflaules: for fome of thefe creatures
even ventured to erter the outer room of
the hut, in order to devour them. It is
true, that all the bears did not-fhew (if I
may be allowed the expreffion) equal in-

trepidity 3

(2) The Ruffians call them Pgfzs, on account
of their greatly refembling thole iflandic dogs
which the {fhepherds in Germany ufually employ
to watch their fheep.—~The word Pes, in the
Ruffian language, fignifies a Dog, | ’

K
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trepidity; either owing to fome being lefs
prefled by hunger, or to their being by
nature lefs carnivorous than the others:
for fome of them which entered the
hut, immediately betook themfelves to
flight on the firft attempt of the failors
to drive them away. A repetition, how-
ever, of thefe ferocious attacks, threw
the poor men into great terror and
anxiety, as they were in almoft a per-
petual danger of being devoured. The
three different kinds of animals zbcve-
mentioned, viz. the raindeer, the blue
and white foxes, and the white bears,
were the only food thefe wretched ma-
riners tafted during their continvance in

‘this dreary abode.

We do not at once fee every re-
fource. It is generally neccflity which
quickens our invention, opening by de-
grees our eyes, and pointing out expe-
dients which otherwife might never have
occurred to our thoughts. The truth of
this obfervation our four failors expe-

rienced
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rienced in various inftances. They were
for {ome time reduced to the neceflity
of eating their meat almoft raw, and with-
out either bread or falt; for they were
quite deftitute of both, The intenfe-
nefs of the cold, together with the want
of proper conveniences, prevented them
from cooking their viétuals in a proper
manner. There was but one ftove in the
hut, and that being fet up agreeably. w
the Ruflian tafte, was more like an oven,
and confequently not well adapted for
boiling any thing. Wood alfo was too
precious a commodity to be wafted in
keeping up two fires; and the one they
might have made out of their habi-
tation, to drefs their victuals, would in
no way have ferved to warm them. Ano-
ther rcafon againft their cooking in the
open air, was the continual danger of an
attack from the white bears, And here
I muft obferve, that fuppofe . they had
made the attempt, it would ftill have been
practicable for only fome part of the year;
for the cold, which in fuch a climate

| K2 for



6]
for fome months {carce ever abates, from
the lo,ng-‘abfence of the fun, then enlight-
ening the oppofite hemifphere; the incon-
ceivable quantity of fnow, which is con-
tinually falling through the greateft part
of the winter; together with the almoft
inceffant rains at certain feafons; all
thefe were infurmountable obtacles to

that expcd;enn

To remedy therefore, in fome degree,
the hardfhip of eating their meat half
ravr, they bethought themfelves of drying
fome of their prck ificn, during the fum-
mer, in the open air, and aﬁerwardq 6f
hanging it up in the upper part of the
hit, which, as-I mentioned before, was
commually filled with {moke down to the
windows: it was thus dried thoroughly
by the help of that fmoke. This meat,
{o prepared, they ufed for bread, and
it made them relith their other flefth the
better, as they could only half drefs it.
-}E?iriding this e:}(periment anfwer in every
refpedt their withes, they continued to

pradtife
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practife it during the whole time of their
confinement upon the ifland, and always
kept up by that means a fufficient ftock
of provifions. Water they had in fum-
mer from fmall rivalets that fell from the
rocks ; and in winter, from the fhow and
ice thawed: this was of courfe their only
beverage: and their fmall kettle was
the only vef{el they could make ufe of
for this and other purpofes.

It is well known, that fea-faring peo-
ple are extremely fubject to the feurvy ;
and it has been obferved, that this dif-
eafe increafes in proportion as we ap-
proach the Poles; which muft be attri-
i)uted either to the excefiive cold, or to
fome other caufe yet unknown, How-
ever that may be, our mariners, feeing
fhemfelves quite deftitute of every means
of cure, in cafe they thould be attacked
with fo fatal a diforder, judged it expe-
dient not to neglet any regimen gene-
rally adopted as a prefervative againft’
this impending evil. Iway Himxor,

one
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one of their number, who had feveral
times wintered on the coaft of Wef-
Spitzbergen, advifed his unfortunate com-
panions to {fwallow raw and frozen meat,
broken into fmall bits; to drink the blood
of raindeer warm, as it flowed from
their veins immediately after killing them;
to ufe as much exercife as pofiible; and
laftly, to eat fcurvy-grafs (Cochlearia)
which grows on the ifland, though not
in great plenty.

I leave the Faculty to determine whe-
ther raw frozen fleth, or warm raindeer
blood, be proper antidotes to the diftem-
per; but exercife and the ufe of feurvy-
grafs have always been recommended to
perfons of a fcorbutic tendency, whether
attually affliéted with the diforder or
not. Be this as it may, experience at
leaft feems to have proved thefe remedies
to be effedtual;; for three of the {ailors,
who purfued the above method, continued
totally free from all taint of the difeafe.
The fourth, TuEoDORE WEeRrEGIN, On

the
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the contrary, who was naturally indolent,
averfe to drinking the raindeer blood,
and unwilling to leave the hut when he
could poflibly avoid it, was, foon after
their arrival on the ifland, feized with
the fcurvy, which afterwards became fo
bad, that he pafled almoft fix years under
the greateft fufferings: in the latter part
of tHat time, he became fo weak that he
could no longer fit ere&, nor even raife
his hand to his mouth; fo that his humane
companions were obliged to feed and
tend him, like 2 new-born infant, to the
hour of his death (4).

I have

(a) Though-1 have intimated my doubts ref-
petting the.antifcorbutic virtue of raw frozen fleth,
and the warm blood of raindeer, yet thefe things are
rot unworthy of confideratien; for, in the firft
volume of Voyages and Diftoveries made by the Ruffians,
alng the Coafts of the Frozen Sea and Eaflern Ocean,
&e. publifhed by Counfellor MzrrER, I find the
inhabitants of North Siberia eat raw frozen fifh
as a prefervative againft the fcorvy. The paf-
fage alluded to occurs in pages 194, 195. ¢ Our
#¢ people wintered at the mouth of the river Cho=

¢ tufhrach,
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1 have mentioned above, that ouf
failors brought a fmall bag of flour
with

€ tufbtach. Here the {curvy began to {pread a»mongﬂ‘k:
¢ them; but it was happily cured, by a decoc-
< tion of buds of cedar; which there grows like
¢ {hrubs; and, according to the cuftom of that
¢ country, by frozen fifh ecaten raw. By thefe
¢ means, feconded by continual motion and laboury
¢ the major part of the crew continued healthy;
¢ and the fick recovered.” .

The recovery of the fick may perhaps be attri- .
buted {olely to the conftant motion in which they
kept themfelves; and to the balfam contained in
the cedar-buds, which properly is a kind of tur-
pentine, and is ufed as fuch for purifying the blood:
It is however evident; from the paffage above
quoted, that the inhabitants of thofe countries eat’
raw frozen fith as a fpecific remedy for the fecurvy §
and this 1s what I meant to obferve.

The above-menticned Counfellor Miller; in
pages 205, 2006, alfo fpeaks of exercife, and the
warm blood of raindeer, as bereficial in feorbutic
cafes. ¢ In this particular,” fays he, ¢ the
¢ Ruffians about Archangel fhould be imitated;
“ fome of whom, almoft every year, winter in
“ Nova Zemla, without ever contra@ling the feurvy.
¢ They follow the example of the Samajedes, by
¢ frequently drizking the warm blood of raindeer

s juft
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with them to the ifland. Of this they had
confumed about one half with their meat;

the

¢ juft killed.””——¢¢ The hunting after thefe ani-
¢¢ mals requires a continual exercife. None ever
¢ keeps in his hut during the day, unlefs the ftormy
¢ weather, or too great quantities of fnow, hinder
¢ them from making their ufual excurfions,”

When I read to Mr. 8. BaATioNE the account
which I now lay before the public, he told me, he
was inclined to believe that the blood of raindeer,
if drunk quite warm, might be a great'prefervative
againft, and even a cure forthe {curvy, preventing
and difparfing, by its refolvent nature, all thofe vi{-
cuous concretions, which give rife to a diforder that
proceeds chiefly from a want of proper circulation in
the juices; which at length brings on putrefaltion,
and infefts the whole mafs of the blood. Among
other proofs, he grounded his opinion on what
fome voyagers to the Weft-Indies relate, that when
the fcurvy rages amongit a fhip’s crew, they dire&ly
make for one of the Tortugo, or Turtle Ifland, fo
called from the great number of thofe animals found
there. The patients feeding plentifully on thew,
from the quantity of their bleod, ‘and its balfamic
quality, find them remarkably wholefome.—This
is farther confirmed by a prevailing cuftom in the

Alps
L
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the remainder they employed in a dif-
ferent manner, equally ufeful. They foon
faw the neceffity of keeping up a con-
tinual fire in fo cold a climate, and found
that if it fhould unfortunately go ou,
they had no means of lighting it again;
for though they had a fteel and flints,
yet they wanted both match and tin-
der.

The American favages have hit on an
expedient for procuring fire, by rubbing a
fquare piece of hard wood between
two pieces of a fofter kind; which being
prefled clofe by the knees, are at length
heated by the frition, and foon after

‘ fmoke

“

Alps and adjacent country, where thofe afflicted
with a pleurify, or other diforders occafioned by an
obftrufion in the circulation of the fluids, are ore
dered to take the blood of Bouguetins, or IPild
Goats 3 which though it be a dry fubftance, yet.
retains fo much of its volatile nature, as to produce
the moft happy effe&s, in bringing onfirft a gentle
perfpiration, then copious fiveats,
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fmoke and take fire (2). It is not to be
prefumed that our unfortunate failoss were
L2 ac-

(@) See what LABAT fays on this fubje&, in his ’
New Voyages to the American Iflands, when fpeaking
of the Carribs. But I muft here add, that
this is not the only manner of procuring a fire, in
ufe amongft the Americans. Some of them -have
fallen on another expedient, which is a fingu'ar

contrivance, a machine peculiarly adapted to the
purpofe; and ‘what is more remarkable, even the
inhabitants of Kamtfchatka ufe the fame inftrument,
Here I beg leave to lay before the reader what
Counfellor MILLER has faid on this fubjeé in
his Aecount of the Difcoveries made by the Ruffians,
before quoted, page 257. ¢ Mr. STELLER
¢ came to a place where the Americans had but
¢ juft dined, but the inftant he approached they
«¢ retired, He there found an arrow, and a wocden
<¢ infirument for making fire, exaltly fimilar to
«¢ thofe ufed for that purpofe in Kamtfchatka.”
In a note {ubjoined, he gives the follewing defcrip-
tion of it: ¢ Thisis a piece of board with feveral
< holes in it, and a fick, the one end of which
< is thruft into one of thefe holes, whilft the

¢ other end is whirled round between the hands,
<t until the {wift gyration fets the hole on fire;
¢ then the {parks are caught on fome {fubftance

€« like
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acquamted with this American practice;
they knew, however, that by rubbing
together two dry flicks, the one hard, the
other foft, the latter would take fire; for
befides that this is the method praétifed
by the peafants in fome parts of Ruflia
when in the woods, there is alfo a re-
ligious ceremony, firiétly obferved mn
every Ruflian village where there is a
church, in which the fire employed 1s
called Givoy Lgon, that is, Living Fire,
and which muft be kindled in the like

manner (2).

© ¢ like tinder, ecafily combuﬁjiﬂe, and the fire is
¢¢ kindled by the help of dried grafs, or other ma-
“ terials fit for the purpofe.” '

() An account of this fingular ceremony may
probably not prove unentertamlno ‘to my readers,
though it have no immediate conne&ion with this
Narrative.

The eighteenth of Auguft, old file, is by the
Ruffians called Frol i Lawvoir, from two martyrs, .
who, in the Roman calendar, are known by the
names of Florus and Laurus. According to the Ro=
man chronology, this day falls on the twenty-ninth
9f Auguu, the {amne day on which the church com-

memorates
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The knowledge however of this could
be of lictle ufe to them, for they were at
a lofs for the materials neceflary to per-
form the experiment. They had no other
wood but fir, which, as it was brought
them Dby the waves; was much too wet
' for

memorates the decolation of St. Fsbn. On this
day the Ruﬂim peafants lead their horfes to the
church of the vﬂlacre, near to the fide of which
they have the evening ‘before dug a cavity under
ground, with two openings, one for entering, the
other for going out. Each horfe having a bridle made
of the rind of lime-tree, is madé to enter .this
éavity in ‘proceffional order; at the outlet ftands
a prieft, with a bruth in his hand, to {prinkle the
creatures with holy water; and as. they fucceffively
come out, the bridle of each is taken off, and the
hotfes are then made to walk between two fires,
kindled by what the Ruffians call Givoy Agon,
that is Living Fire: into onc of thefe fires the
pcafants throw their bridles, where they are con-
fumed. The manner‘of kindling this Grvoy Agon,
1s as follows. They take a branch of the maple-
tree, which is previoully dried, and about fix feet
long ; this they rub hard on a piece of birch, which
is alfo thoroughly dried; but being fofter than the
former, it is foon fet on fire by the fri€tion; and
ferves for making the two fires before-mentioned.
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for the purpofe. The difficulty therefore
was, by what means to {ecure themfelves
againft fo difmal a calamity as the want
of fire? After revolving this hard pro-
blem in their minds, they had recourfe
to the following contrivance. In their ex-
curfions through the ifland, they had
met with a flimy loam, or a kind of clay,
nearly in the middle of it. Onit of this
they found means to form a utenfil which
might ferve for a lamp; and they pro-
pefed to keep it conftantly burning, with
the fat of the animals they fhould kill.
Thiswas certainly the moft rational {cheme
they could have thought of; for to be
without a light, in a climate where, dur-
ing winter, darknefs reigns for feveral
months together, would have added much
to their other calamitics. Having there-
fore fathioned a kind of lamp, they filled
it with raindeer’s fat, and fluck in it
fome twifted linen, fhaped into a wick.
But they had the mortification to find,
that as foon as the fat melted, it not
only foaked into the clay, but fairly

run
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run through it on all fides. 'The thing
therefore was to devife fome means
for preventing this inconveniency, not
arifing from cracks, but from the fub-
ftance of which the lamp was made be-
ing too porous. They made therefore
a new one, dried it thoroughly in ‘the
air, then heated it red hot, and after-
wards quenched it in their Kkettle,
wherein they had boiled a quantity of
flour down to the confiftence of thin
ftarch. The lamp being thus dried and
filled with melted fat, they now found,
to their great joy, it did not leak.
But for greater fecurity, they dipped
linen rags in their pafte, and with them
«covered all its outfide. Succeeding in
this attempt, they immediately made ano-
ther lamp, for fear of an accident, that
in all events they might not be defti-
tute of light; and when they had done
fo much, they thought proper to fave
the remainder of their flour for fimilar
purpofes.

As
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As they had carefully colledted what-
ever happened to be caft on fhore, to
fupply them with fuel, they had found
amongft the wrecks of veflels fome cor-
dage, and a fmall quantity of oakum
(a kind of hemp ufed for calking fhips)
which ferved them to make wicks for their
lamp. When thefe flores began to fail,
their thirts, and their drawers (which
are worn by almoft all Ruffian peafants)
were cmployed to make good the defi-
ciency. By thele means they kept their
4lamp burning without intermiffion, from
the day they firft made it (a work they
fet about foon after their arrival on the
ifland) until that of their embarkation
for their native country.

The neceffity of converting the moft
effential parts of their cloathing, fuch as
their thirts and drawers, to the ufe
above fpecified, expofed them the more
to the rigour of the climate. They alfo
found themfelves in want of thoes, boots

-4

and other articles of drefs; and as winter

was
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was approaching, they were again ob-
liged "to have recourfe to that in-
genuity which neceflity fuggefts, and
which feldom fails in the trying hour
of diftrefs.

‘ ;They had fkins of raindec;r and foxes
in plenty that had hitherto ferved them
for bedding, and which they now thought
of employing in fome more effential fer-
vice; but the queflion was how to tan
them, After deliberating on this fub-
jeét, they took to the following method.
They {foaked the fkins for feveral days
in freth water, tll they could pull off
the hair pretty eafily ; they then rubbed
the wet leather with their hands dll it
was nearly dry, when they {pread fome
melted raindeer fat ‘over it, and again
rubbed it well. By this procefs the lea-
ther became {oft, pliant and fupple, pro-
per for anfwering every purpofe they
wanted it for. Thofe tkins which they
defigned for furs, they only foaked for
cne day, to prepare them for being
M wrought,
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wrought, and then proceeded in the man-
ner before mentioned, except only that
they did not remove the hair. Thus they
foon provided themfelves with the necef-
fary materials for all the parts of drefs
they wanted. -

But here another difficulty occurred.—
They had neither awls for making
thoes or boots, nor needles for fewing
their garments. This want however they
{oon fupplied by means of the bits of
iron they had occafionally colleGted. Out
~of thefe they made both; and by their
induftry even brought them to a certain
degree of perfection, The making eyesto
their needles gave them indeed no little
trouble; but this they alfo performed with
the affiftance of their knife; for having
ground it, to a very fharp point, and
heated red hot a kind of wire forged for
that purpofe, they pierced a hole through
one end, and by whetting and' fmooth-
ing it on ftones, brought the other to
a point, and thus gave the whole needle

a very
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a very tolerable form. I myfelf examined
fome of thefe needles, and could find
fault with nothing excépt the eye, which
being made in the manner abovemen-
tioned, was fo rqugh that it often cut the
thread drawn through it; an imper-
fection they could not poffibly remedy,
for want of better tools. |

Sciffars, to cut out the fkins, were
what they next had occafion for; but
having none, their place they fupplied
with their knife: and though there was
neither taylor nor fhoemaker amongft
them, yet they contrived to cut out their
leather and furs well enough for their
purpofe. ‘The finews of the bears and
the raindeer, which, as I mentioned be-
fore, they had found means to fplit, ferved
them for thread; and thus provided with
the neceflary implements, they proceeded
to make their new cloaths,

Their {ummer drefs confifted of a kind
of jacket and trowfers, made of fkins
M > : _pre-‘
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Prepawd as 1 have mentioned above ;

and in winter they wore long fur-gowns,
like the Samojedes, or Lapiandew fur-
nithed with a hood, which covered: their
head and neck leavmg only an openmg
for the face. Thefe gowns were {fewed
clofe round, fo that to put them on,
the} were obhged to bring them ovey
their heads like a fhm.l

Excepting the uneafinefs which gene-
rally a'ccompanies' an involuntary {foli-
tude, thefe people, hava‘ thus by their
ingenuity fo far overcome their wants,
might have had reafon to be contented
with what Providence had done for
them in their dlﬁrefsful fituation. But
that mehncholy reﬁeé’uon, to which each
of thefe forlorn pcrfons could not help
giving way, that perhaps he might fur-
vive his companions, and then perith for
want of fubfiftence, or become a prey
to the wild beafls, inceffantly difturbed
1helr minds. The mate, ALEXT$ Himxkor,
more Damcularly fuﬁ’ered who having

left
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left a wife and three children behind,
forely repined at his being {feparated
from them: they were, as he told me,
conftantly in his mind, and the thought
of never more feeing them made him
very unhappy.——But I will now give
fome account of the ifland, and relate
what the failors told me about it.

In the fea-chart of the northern parts,
of Europe, drawn by GerparRD van
Keurew, and correted by Jonn Pe-
TERSEN STUURMAN, this ifland of Eg/f?-
Spitzbergen, the Maloy Brown of the
Ruffians, is placed between 77°. 25" and
789, 45%. of north latitude, and confe-
quently between the end of the third, and
the beginning of the fourth climate;
hence the longeft duration of day-light
there, muft be four months in the year.
According to the above Map, this ifland
forms a kind of pentagone: its length,
from eaft to weft, is about one hundred
and twenty, and its breadth, from north
to fouth, about on¢ hundred and fifteen

Englith
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Englith miles. As I had forgotten to-
queftion our failors concerning the fize
of the ifland, fo for fome information I
was obliged to confult the Map which had
been laid before them on their return
home, and which has been fince fent me
from Archangel. In this they had pointed
out the place of their exile, fhewed the
very fpot where they conceived their hug
to fland, and had marked it with the’
fircke of a pen.

As a proof that our mariners had not
been miftaken in the fituation of this
ifland, I fhall lay before my readers what
Mr. VERNEZOBRE communicated to me
in one of his letters. ’

* The captain of -a galliot, called the
Nicholas and Andrew, belonging to
Count Perer IwanowitTscu Scuu-
wALow, wintered in Maloy Brown, in
the_ year 1749. As he arrived there
foon after the departure of our failors,
“ he found the hut in which they had

‘ ¢« lived
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“ lived, knowing it to be the fame by a

« wooden crofs, which the mate ALEX1S

“ Himxor had erefted before the door,

“ as a memorial of his having taken pof-

« {effion of the country, which, from his
own name, he called Alexeyew fkoy

“ Offrow, that is, Alexis’ Ifland.”—He
further fays, in the fame letter—< Some
“ Samojedes, having heard of the adven-
« tures of thefe failors, and queftioned
¢ them very circumftantially concerning
¢« the country, lately fent me a mef-
“ fage, exprefling their defire to make a

¢ fettlement upon this ifland, provided
<« a free paffage were granted to them,
« their wives, children, and their rain-
“ deer.”

Before I enter on a circumftantial ac-
count of the nature of this ifland, it may
not be improper to introduce it with the
following obfervation. Some authors main-
tain, that the country known by the name
of Novg Zemla, is no ifland, nor, as others
affirm, a part of our continent; but only

an
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an afflemblage of ice, which had gradu*
ally accumulated. They fupport their opi-
nion, by faying, that you will meet with
ice on digging to the depth of one or two
feet into the fuperficial earth, which they
pretend has been carried thither by the
wind from the coaft of Afia, and depo-
fited on this ice.

I fhall not undertake to decide this
queftion; as I have not perufed all the
authors who efpoufe or controvert this
opinion; nor is it to my prefent purpofes
But thus much I will venture to affirm;
that the ifland of Eaf?-Spitzbergen has not
been formed by the ice, but that it is
certainly real land; and the account
given me of it by thefe failors; puts this
matter beyond all doubt.

According to their relation; the ifland
of Eaft-Spitzbergen has many mountains
and fteep rocks of a flupendous height,
which are conftantly covered with fnow
and ice. Not a tree, nor even the

pooreft
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pooreft thrub is to be met with; and of
plants; {fcurvy-grafs is the only one which
grows there, and that but in fmall quan-
tities ; it pro&uces no grafs, but plenty of
mofs in every part. About the middle
of the ifland they found, as I have men-
- tioned before; a- fattith loam or clay;
‘whence we may reafonably infer, that
iron ores have exifted, or will be formed
there: perhaps a careful fearch would
difcover fome even now. It has noriver,
but a great number of fmall rivulets,
which rife amongft the rocks and moun-
tains, and afford plenty of water. Be-
fides pebbles, which are met with in
abundance, this ifland produces another
kind of ftone that will burn to lime, and
which is found on the furface of the
earth. In Ruffia it is called P/t, and
is taken from quarries, and ufed for
making quick lime, to cement the foun-
dation of houfes. It has the appear-
ance of a kind of free-flone, but when
long expofed to the air, it fcales and
falls to picces like flates. The thores of
' N the
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the ifland are covered with fand and
gravel, of which laft a little is alfo found

towards its center.

I further queftioned our failors concern-
ing the appearance and abfence of the
fup, the temperature of the climate, the
feveral viciffitudes to which the air was
“expofed, and in fhort all the phznomena
they might have obferved during their
ftay on the ifland.

The anfwers they gave me relaiing
to the firft appearance of the fun, its
courfe round the horizon, and its total dif-
appearance, were as follows.  The fun,
they faid, firft appeared in the begin-
ning of Lent; but as this varies much,
according as Eafter happens to fall, and as
thefe illiterate failors were quite unac-
quainted with the manner of calculating
Eafter, or had perhaps never obferved
that this feftival falls fometimes later than
others, fo I could not from this anfwer
determine the time of the fun’s firft ap-

pearance
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pearance above the horizon, with any
degree of certainty., The time! of their
obferving the fun to beginhis courfe round
the horizon was more exaét; this, they
faid, was on the feaft of St Athanafius,
which is the fecond day of May, old
fiyle; from that day they had feen it
perform the circuit during ten or eleven
weeks, which (fuppofing the latter to be
the true time, as is moft probable from the -
fituation of the ifland) would be to the
fifteenth of July. They added, that the fun
then rofe and fet every four and twenty
hours, till the feftival of St. Demetrius ;
that is, till the twenty-fixth of O&ober,
old ftyle, when ir totally difappeared.

This account however of our failors is,
I {ufpeé, not exaé; for if we fuppofe the
ifland on which they were, to be in lati-
tude feventy-feven and a half degrees,
as laid down in the map above-mentioned,
the fun muft make s firft appearance on-
the horizon on the fourth of February; it
ought to be feen performing its circuit

N 2 from
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from the cleventh of April till the eighth
of Avguft, and muft difappear on the fix-
teenth of O¢tober,

But though thefe good people might’
err as to the rifing and fetting of the fun,
and the time of its circuit round the he-
mifphere, by taking the church-kalendar
for their guide, yet it is not to be in-
ferred from thence that they fell into
any confiderable miftake about the time
-of their abode in that place; for the veflel
which brought them home, arrived off the
ifland on the fifteenth of Avguft, which
1s the day of the Afcenfion of the Virgin
Mary ; but our failors, who had always
obferved the great church holidayé, as
well as they could remember them, ima-
gined it to be the thirteenth of Auguft,
and had not yet celebrated that feaft. So
that there was a difference of two days
only, which is eafily pardonable, whenwe
confider that in fummer they faw the {un
moving round the horizon for four months
together, and in winter were as long in

' total
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total darknefs; that the thick and cloudy
sveather, the great quantities of fnow, and
almoft inceflant rains at certain feafons,
frequently interrupted the fight of the
ftars.

I could not conceive how thefe men,
who had neither clocks nor watches, nor
fun-dial, nor no&urnal, had been able to
determine the length of a natural day, at
the time when the {fun was conflantly
moving round them, and efpecially when
they had no longer any fight of him. On
this head I was very particular in my quef-
tions; {o that the mate AvLexis Himxor,
{urprized at them, anfwered me with fome
warmth. ¢ What a fine pilot, Sir, would
< you think me to be, if I knew not how
¢ to take the altitude of the fun when he
¢ is before my eyes, or not to regulate
« myfelf by the courfe of the ftars on the
¢ fiin’s not appearing, and by that means
¢ to determine the period of twenty-four
¢ hours? I had for this purpofe made a
¢ fhaff, like that which I had left behind

€¢ ill

o~
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« in our veflel, which I employed for
« making my obfervations.” From hence
I conceived this infirument to bave been
what we call 2 Facob's flaff, or fomething
like it

When I queftioned them concerning
the appearance of the moon, they told
me, that the thone in winter for almoft
"two months continually, and that the rofe
higher above the horizon in proportion
as the days grew fhorter. I am not
Aftronomer enough to determine whe-
ther they told me the truth in this par-
ticular; but I find that the Dutch, who
wintered in the year 1576 in Nova Zemla,
in the feventy-fixth degree of north la-
titude, give a fimilar account of the
moon’s courfe above the horizon during
the fun’s abfence, which T will here lay
before the reader. ‘

“ On the firft of November, in the
evening, we {faw the moon rife in the
¢ eaft, and the fun was {ufficiently raifed

“ above

(19
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above the horizon to be wholly vifible.
—On the fecond, the fun rofe in the

fouth-fouth-eaft, and fet in the fouth-
fouth-weft ; but moved on the horizon,

= {o that the whole difk was never vifible.

—On the third, the fun rofe between
the {fouth and the fouth-fouth-caft, but
fomething more towards the fouth, and
fet between the {fouth and {outh-fouth-
weft, but alfo nearer the fouth, and we
could only fee theupper part of hisbody,
though the place from whence we made
our obfervations was as high as the
main-maft of the thip, which lay clofe
by.—On the fourth, the fun was no
longer to be feen, though the weather
was fair.—Whenthe fun had left theho-
rizon, the moon took his place, and
continued to thine day and night with-
out fetting, when in her greateft nor-
thern declination (4).”—This account

perfeétly

(a) See Recueil des Voyages qui ont fervi a

Pétabliffement & aux progrés de la compagnie des
Indes Orientales, formée dans les Provinces-Unies

des
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perfe@tly agrees with that of our failord;
as to the moon’s thining day and night;
though it does not mention how long the
continued {o,

They further told me, that the aurora
“borealis was pretty frequent in winter;
and greatly contributed to leflen the
gloominefs of fo long a night.

One would imagine, that in a country
fo near the Pole, where the heat in fum-
mer is very moderate, though the fun
thines for fome months without inters
ruption, the cold muft be very intenfe
during the whole winter; but the fa& is
otherwife; for from about the middle of
November to the beginning of January,
a period about which thefe good people
fatisfied me, by defining it, in their ufual
manner, by two holidays; namely, the
beginning

e g

des Pays-Bas. Troifiéme Voyage des Hollandois par
le Nord, p. 66, 67, ‘
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beginning of St. Philip’s Faft, which falls
on the fifteenth of November; and the
day for confecrating the holy water, which
among us is the Twelfth-Day, or fixth of
Janvary. During thefe feven wecks they
faid it generally rairs hard and con-
iinually on the ifland; and all that time
the cold is very moderate; but after this
rainy feafon it becomes intolerably fe-
'?ereg efpecially when the wind is fouth.
This will appear extraordinary, as in moft
countries this is a warm wind, whilk
its oppofite the north wind is cold; but
here it muft be confidered, that the fouth
winds came to our iflanders over Europe,
and particularly the northern parts of it,
which inwinter are generally covered with
fnow and ice, whence it contraéts this ex-
ceflive coldnefs. The north wind, on
ihe contrary, came to them from:the
ocean, and inflead of increafing the cold,
carried along with it the vapours from the
{ea, which are always lefs frigorific
than thofe from fnow, Itis indeed a fact
well known on the fea-coafts, that the

O land-
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land-winds are ufually colder than fuch
as blow from the fea: and what confirms
this account is, that all who have been on
the Réphean mountains, or that chain
called Poias Semnoy (which divides Eu-
ropean Ruffia from Siberia) agree with
our failors in faying, that the coldnefs of
the fouth winds there far exceeds that of
the north winds.

The fnow fell on this ifland in fuch
great quantities during the winter, that
it wholly covered their hut, and left
them no way of getting out of it but
through a hole they had made in the
upper part of the roof of their anti-
chamber.

On my atking thefe people about me-
teors, tempefts, &e. they told me, that
during the whole time of their abode on
the ifland, they had not heard it thunder
more than once.

Excepting
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Excepting the white bears, the foxes,
and the raindeer, with which, as I have
already obferved, the ifland abounds,
it is as void of every other kind of ani-
mals as of the human fpecies. A few
birds are indeed feen in fummer; but
thefe are only geefe, ducks, and other
water-fowl. Nor is the fea that furrounds
it better ftocked; fo that under fuch a
dearth of fith, our failors, who otherwife
very firictly attended to the ceremonies
preferibed by their religion, could neither
obferve their Lent, nor other fingle faft-
days. But had the fea even abounded
with fith, they would have been of little
fervice to them, unprovided as they were
with every kind of fithing-tackle; unlefs
neceflity had likewife tavght them to
make hooks, lines or nets,

The whales feldom approach the
thore ; but {ea-dogs and feals are there in
great abundance : and hence we need not
wonder at the Ruffians having formerly
provided neceflaries and wintered there ;

(O " for
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for they carry on a very confiderabie
trade with the fkins, the teeth, and the
blubber of thofe animals, efpecially of
the latter. So that we have reafon to be
furprized, that not a ﬁngle veflel Wlth that
view touched at the ifland during the
whole time which thefe men paffed upon
it: and from this circumftance T am led to
think, that the fithery turns out far more
ploﬁtablc on Weft- sztzéfrgen whither it
feems they generally direét their courfe.

Our men told me, that they had fre-
quently found on the beach fome teeth,
and even whole jaws of the feals, but’
never an entire fkeleton of them. Thls is
not to be wondered at, for when any of
thefe animals die upon the thore, the white
bears 1mmed1ately eat the carcafe, and
the foxes perhaps come in for a fhare.

But the common food of the white bears
is the dead whales, whlch are frequently
feen ﬁoatmo about, and fometimes are
caft on fhorc in thefe polar regions. When

this
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this provifion fails, they fall upon and de-
vour the feals, or other fea-animals, when
ﬁeepmg on the beach. The raindeer live
entzrely on mofs, of which thefe defert
countries produce anincredible plenty. But
what provifion there is for the foxes we do
not know. Thefe creatures are known to
be carnivorous, and on the contineht they
fubfift by calchmg poultry and hares; but
as nothing of this kind is to be met with on
that xﬂand, it is probable that they feed
upon the refmins of the animals killcd,
and partly conﬁlmed by the white bears ;
as they are not quﬁcxentIy ﬁrontr to cater
' for themfelves, and to mafter fuch crea-
tures as are as little able to withftand the
bears.

Before I come to the no lefs fortunate
than unexpected deliverance of our failors
from their forlorn abode, at a time when
they thought of nothing but miferably end-
ing their days there, I muft mention a cir-
cumftance which had almoft efcaped me,
andyet feems not unworthyof notice. Itis

remark-
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remarkable, that thefe men were neither
troubled with fleas nor lice, during the
whole time they remained on the ifland,
though on their return home they were
again vifited by them: It is a pretty
general obfervation, that failors, who
otherwife are very fubje® to vermin,
and who, it is faid, for that reafon wear
fhirts of blue linen, get quite free from
them on pafling the equator; but no
fooner do they repafs the line on their
return, than thofe vermin {warm among
them as before. Now thefe two cir-
cumftances, namely, the crofling the equi-
no@ial line, and getting beyond the po-
far circle, being attended with the fame
effe@s, one would naturally imagine,
that there muft be fomething in common
between them; and it were to be withed
that naturalifts would make that a fubjeé
of their inquiry.

When our four mariners had pafled
nearly fix years in this difmal place,
FeoporR WeRrEGIN, whole illnefs we

had
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had occafion to mention above, and who
all along had been in a languid con-
dition, died, after having in the latter
part of his life fuffered moft excruciating
pains. Though they were thus freed
from the trouble of attending him, and
the grief of being witneffes to his mi-
fery, without being able ‘to afford him
any relief, yet his death affeéted them not
a little. They faw their number leflened,
and every one wifhed to be the firft that
fhould follow him. As he died in winter,
they dug a grave in the fhow as deep as
they could, in which they laid the corpfe,
and then covered it to the beft of their
power, that the white bears might not
get at it.

Now, at the time when the melan-
choly refleGions occafioned by the death
of their comrade were freth in their
minds, and when each expeéted to pay
this laft duty to the remaining companions
of his misfortunes, or to receive it from
them, they unexpefledly gor fight of a

Ruffian
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Ruffian fhip: this happened on the fif-
teenth of Auguft, 1749,

The veflel belonged to a trader, of
the fe@ called by its adherents Stara
Vieva, that is, The Old Faith (), who had

come

(2) Thefe are looked upon as a fet of heretics by
the Ruflians, who give them the name of Rafkol-
chikiy or Rafkolniki; which {fignifies Backfliders, or
Apoftates.

Though the p'trucular religion of the mafter of
the veffel bé a circumiftance indifferént i in'itfelf, and
in no ways conne&ed with the fubje& of my par-
rative, yet I hope fome account of it will not be
unacceptable to thofe who delight i fearching into
the hiftory of nations, and more particularly into
the Ruffian hiftory, and every thing relating to
it. Another reafon for my mentioning it, is, that
I fihd thefe people mifreprefented by feveral au-
thors: Some have defcribed them as a diftinét
nation, and others have taken them to be a fet of
hermits, or monks; but they are neither one nor
the other; for the inhabitants of the northern coafts
of Ruffia, who bear the name of Ruffians, are
as fuch efieemed profeffors of the pure Greek reli-
gion; whereas thefe fe&taries are, in oppofition to
them, dlf’cmnmihed as I faid, by a nick-name

of-
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come with it to Archangel, propofing it
thould winter in Nova Zemla; but for-
tunately

of ridiculé and reproach. The appellation they give
themfelves is Starra Vievi, that is, Profeffors qftbe
Qld Faith,

Thefe heletlcs, in order to make themfe]ves
known, ate obliged to wear a large yellow collar?
bordered with red; which bangs a great way down
the back, ard ends almioft in a point, Upon con-
dition of wearing this diftinguifhing badge, what-
ever their other drefs b¢, and under the promife of
not attempting to fpread their doétrine, or raifing
difturbancesin the empire, PETER the GREAT gave
orders that they {hould be tolerated, and live un-
molefted; after having been cruelly perfecuted for
fome time before.
 This fe& originated about the year 1666, upon

the following occafion. The patriarch Nicon,
who may well be called the Hildebrand, or the Gre-
gory VIL. of the Ruffian church, as he plainly ap-
]Sears to have bad the genius of that Pope, from buis_1
difputes with the Emperor ALEXEY MicHAEL-
owiTz (who at laft had him {olemnly depofed from
kis dignity by the patriarchs, bifhops, metropo-
litans and other Ruffian prelates aflembled for that
purpofe at Mofeow) this N1cow, T fay, had obferved
that many obfolete words occurredin the Sclavonian.

P Litu;gy
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“tunately for our poor exiles, Mr. VEr-
NEZOBRE propofed to the merchant to
let

Liturgy ufed in the Ruflian churches, which were
neither underftood by the priefts, nor by the people;
thele he changed for others of the fame fignification,
but more modern and intelligible. \

A great number of priefts, efpecially about
~ Archangel and in Siberia, with one Jacos at their
head, protefted againft this alteration of the ex-
- preffions, which they confidered as the greateft crime -
againft religion. They obftinately perfifted in re-
taining the old words, which according to them had
been fan&ified by a long feries of ages, and could
not be changed without great impiety. They there-
fore diffented in certain articles from the Ruffian
church, and afferted, that they alone maintained
the old and pure religion. However, many of the
moft learned and fenfible Ruffians have aflured me,
that thefe articles only relate to matters of little
confequence. Thus, as an outward mark of their
profeffion, they make the fignof the crofs, by join-
ing the thumb and the two laft fingers of the right
hand, holding up the index and middle finger. The
Ruflians, on the contrary, join the thumb with
the index and the middle finger, and prefs the
two laft fingers-down into the palms of their
hands.

- From
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let his veflel winter at Wef-Spitzbergen,
which he at laft, after many obje&ions,
agreed to.

The contrary winds they met with on
their paflage, made it impofiible for them
to reach the place of their deftination.
The veflel was driven towards Eaf?-

P2 Spitzbergen,

From the beginning of this {chifin, to the time
when PETER the GREAT abolifhed the patriarchal
dignity in Ruffia, during the fpace of about fifty
years, the Rafkolniki were inhumanly ufed, and
hence many of them fled to the woods for fafety;
but they never were a fet of hermits, as aflerted by
the author of the Nowveau Diftionnaire univerfel
pour D Intelligence des Affaires d’Etat, des Nouvelles
publiques, &c. under the article RAsKoLNIKEs.

_Many of them are merchants and people of great
property, and are thought to be more honeft in
their dealings than the other Ruffians. There are
hermits in Ruffia, known by the name of Pouflinniki :
thefe are commonly trades-people, who, being tired
of the world, affociate and retire in finall companies
into the woods, where they build huts and a church,

* live upon alms, and pafs their days in penance and

prayer; but they muft have leave of their fove-
reign for this purpole.
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Spitzbergen, direttly oppoﬁtc to the re-
fidence of our mariners, who, as foon
as they perceived her, haftened to light
fires upon the hills neareft their habi-
tation, and then ran to the beach, wav-
ing a flag made of a raindeer’s hide
faftened to a pole. The people on board
feeing thefe fignals, concluded that there-
were men on the Hland who implored
~their affiftance, and therefore came to an
anchor near the thore,

It would be in vain to attempt defcrib-
ing the j Joy of thefe poor people, at fee-
ing the moment of their deliverance fo
near. They foon agreed with the mafter
of the thip to work for him on the voy-
age, and to pay him eighty rubels on their
arrival, for taking them on board, with all
their rxches which confifted in fifty pud,
or two thoufand pound wewht of rain-
deer fat; in many hides of thefe animals,
and fkins of the blue and white foxes,
together with thofe of the ten’ white bears
they had killed. They took care not to

foxdet
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forget their bow and arrows, their fpears,
their knife and axe, which were almoft
worn out, their awls, and their ricedles
which they kept carefully in a bone-box,
‘very ingenioufly made with their knife
only; and, in thort, every thing they
were poflefled of.

Some of thefe things they brought with
them to Peterfburg; others they after-
wards fent by Mr. VERNEZOBRE from
Archangel, as prefents for Count Scru-
waLow, who was pleafed to commit
them to my care. This gave me an op-
portunity of examining them at leifure,
and to lay them before many curious and
ingenious perfons, who could not fuffi-
ciently admire them,

One day, when I thewed the bone
needle - cafe above-mentioned to fome
of thofe gentlemen, and told them the
failors had, according to their account,
made it with their knife, they anfwered
me that it could not be; that it was im-
) poftible
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poffible they could have given it fo re-
‘gular a form with a knife, that the box
had undoubtedly been turned in a lathe,
and that the men had deceived me in
pretending it to be their work: hence "
they dire@ly inferred, that thefe men,
affirming a falfity in this poiht, might
have done it in others; fo that the
whole account of their adventures on the
defert ifland was not to be credited. Ide-
fended them, and during our difpute
Mr. Homaxn, a very fkilful ivory-turner,
cafually entered the room. We prefently
agreed to abide by his decifion; and
turning to him, I gave to the queftion a
quite different turn, that Mr. Homaxw
might not be thought to have decided in
my favour only out of civility. “ Be fo
kind,” faid I, “ to determine a {mall
difference between thefe gentlemen
and me: I fay that this box is turned,
and they maintain the contrary.” Mr.
Howma~w having carefully examined it,
anfwered, ¢ Thé Gentlemen are in the
¢ right; this box was never made by a

¢ turner;
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« turner; it 15 a bone which has been
¢ feraped to this form.”—The an{wer
filenced my opponents, and gave me a
right to conclude, that as the failors had
not deviated from truth in this particular,
fo they deferved credit for their narrative
in general.

I muft indeed confefs, that I myfelf
have often been tempted to doubt the
truth of feveral circumftances, and have
therefore carefully and impartially con-
fidered every thing thefe men related to
me. But though I put the fame queftions
to them at different times, and on dif-
ferent occafions, often objetted to their
anfwers, and by crofs examination en-
deavoured to find them in contraditions;
yet their anfwers were always perfectly
confiftent with one another, and thereby
removed the fufpicions I had before en-
tertained about their veracity.

As a further proof of my having taken
every neceflary ftep to fatisfy myfelf about
the
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the truth of their relation; I fhall hers
lay before the reader a letter of Dr
KrarzENsTEIN, Profeflor and Member
of the Imperial Academy at St. Peter/burg,
whom I confulted about the accountgiven
by our iflanders, concerning the rifing and
fetting of the fun, and every thing they
had mentioned to me relating to that
luminary. Now, though the remarks con-
tained in this letter feemin fome meafure
to invalidate fome part of what was told
me by the failors, yet they are not a fuf-
ficient proof againft the veracity of the
reft; for their miftake in a few particulars
might arife from the very natural caufes,
which we affigned before.——Hecre
isthe letter:

“ I beg your pardon for having fo long
“ delayed returning the written queftions
“ which you fent me, and to which I
“ have added my remarks ; the multitude
“ of affairs, and the long continuance
“ of the rainy weather, have hindered
 me from doing it fooner.”

“ Having
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“ Having carefuliy examined all cir-
cumftances, I found that what Profeffor
Griscaow accounts a proof of the
juftnefs of the calculation of thefe fhip-
wrecked failors, namely, that they
computed two days later than thofe
who took them off that defert ifland,
was certainly the very reverfe; for, ifa
perfon in leap-year reckons the twenty-
ninth of February, he who knows
nothing of the leap-year reckons ‘the
firft of March, and after two fuch years
reckons the fecond of March; confe-
quently, fuppoﬁng the failors to have
omitted taking notice of the leap-years
1744 and 1748, they would of courfe
have reckoned in 1749 the feventeenth
of Auguft, whereas with their deli-
verers it was only the fifteenth. Thus
(it is clear, that if they were acquainted
with the leap-years, they have been
miftaken by two days; and if they
were not acquainted with them, they
have been miftaken by four days;
which indeed might eafily happen in

Q 1] {0
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{o long a night, or dark and cloudy
weather, efpecially being without any
help to calculate the length of a re-
gular day.

 Farther, in the years when they
placed the total difappearance of the
fun on the twenty-fixth of O&ober,
their calculation muft have been ten
days too carly; or they muft have lived
in latitude 74° 41", which cannot be,
unlefs we fuppofe them to have re-
fided on Bear-Ifland, which lies in
that latitude.

“ If we fix the place of their abode,
according to the Map, in latitude fe-
venty-feven and a half degrees, the
fun there would appear on the horizon:
for the firft time on the fourth of Fe-
bruary, would fhine continually from
the cleventh of April to the eighth of
Avguft, and totally difappear on the
fixteenth of Od&tober.

« If
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« If they lived on Bear-Ifland, they
muft have feen the fun for thé firft
time on the twenty-cighth of January;
as he there performs his circuit above
the horizon from the twentieth of
April to the thirty-firt of July, and
difappears on the twenty -third of
Oétober. '

<« Now, from the obfervations of thefe

failors, it would appear more probable
that they were on the laft mentioned
ifland ; but the darknefs of the horizon,
a circumftance very ufual in thefe nor-
thern countries, may have occafioned
their miftake in obferving the fun ten
days later than they would have done
with fair weather and a clear fky; and
from the fame caufe they may have
loft fight of him ten days before the
period of his difappearance.

¢ If we date the beginning of this lumi-
nary’s courfe round the horizon on the
fecond of May, its end muft have been

Q2 “ on
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on the nincteenth of July; and this
would pre-fuppofe themn to have been
in latitude feventy-one and a half de-
grees, which from other circumftances

in their relation feems impoflible.

« I could have withed that you had
examined the account of the adven-
tures of thefe failors drawn up by
Mr. KringsTapT, who examined
them foon after their arrival, as this
might héve m'ade up what is ' wanting
in your’s. I have no doubt but that,
on making application to him, he would
with pleafure have gratified your de-
fire *, He difcharges. with honour the

~pott of Chief Auditor of the Admiralty

at Archangel, and lives in Mr. Ver-
NEZOBRE’S houfe.
% Tam, &c”

This was accordingly done, to the fatisfaltion of
that gentleman; as I have informed the reader
in page 47. '
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Our adventurers arrived fafe at Arch-
angel on the twenty-eighth of September,
1749, having fpent fix years and three
months in their rueful folitude.

The moment of their landing was nearly
proving fatal to the loving and beloved
wife of Arexis HIMKOF who, bemg
prefent when the veflel came into port,
immediately knew her hufband, and
ran with fo much eagernefs to his em-
braces, that the flipped into the water,
andvery narrowly efcaped being drowned.

All three on their arrival were ﬁrbng
and healthyi; but having lived fo long
without bread, they could not reconcile
themfelves to the ufe of it, and complained
that it filled them with wind. Nor could
they bear any fpirituous liquors,and thcre—
fore drank nothmg but water.

Before I conclude, I cannot help fub-
joining a refleétion of Mr. Vernz-
z0BRE, with which he concludes one of

his
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his letters,—— I make no doubt, but
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fome of your readers will confider
the adventures of thefe failors in the
fame light as they do the Englith hi-
ftory of Robinfon Crufoe. But however
ingenious that compofition is, a compa-
rifon with this Narrative. will prove
much in your favour; as.the former is
all fition, whereas your fubjeét confifts
of faéts fufficiently authenticated. And
Crufoe is reprefented as having almoft
loft what knowledge he had of Chrif-
tianity ; but our failors carefully retained
their religious principles, and, as they
affured me, never wholly departed from
their confidence in the goodnefs of God,
to be exerted in their behalf, even in
this world.”

FINTIS
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