


FRONTJ:SP:tECE. 

See the condescending Lord 

Owns the lit tie infant racef 

Bi<ls us note them in his word, 

Emblems of his heavenly gracf:'. 
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MY DEAR CHILD, 
WHEN you look abroad 

in the day time, and observe 
the trees, the hills, the clouds, 

' the sky, or the sun; or when 
you_ look , upwards, in the e­
vening, and observe the moon 
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and the stars, are you not Jed to 
inquire, ' Who hath niade all­
these things ?' You have been 
taught that there is a God, Cre­
ator of heavt:n and earth. With 
this God it concerns you to be­
come acquainted; for if he is 
the l\laker of heaven and earth, 
he is likewise your ~laker. From 
what you ~ee of Gorl's ,Yorks, 
you perceive that his power must 
be very great. He is not only 
powerful, but unspeakably wise 
a'nd holy. Ha ting all kinds of 
wickedness, he is pleased with 
them only who obey his com­
mands. This God provides for 
you continually ; he gives you 
health and ease of body, enables 
your parents to proctire you food 
and clothing, and preserves you 
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from harm by night and day. 
·You are always in his presence. 

Though you do not see him, he 

a!ways'sees you, and knows not 

only your actions, but your 

thoughts, and these not onlrin 

the light, but in the dark11ess also. 
God made men that they might 

love and se1;ve him, and be hap­
py for ever: but men would 

not love and serve him,-they 

chose to off end him by their wick­

ed aoiugs. They became proud 

an<l cruel, idle and profane; they 

then deserved to be punished 

and de.jtroyed ; hut G 9d, vl'ho 

was vury merciful and kind, 

would not des troy them ; but 

sent his only-begotte11 and dear--
1 y-beloved So n, to teach men the 

ri ght way, to make th em sorry 
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for their sins, and tQ procure for 
them pardon. , 

1 his Son of God is our bless­
ed Lord and SaviourJ esus Christ. 
He was entirely happy with his 
Father in heaven before the world · 
was 1uade ; yet he pitied man­
kind, and could not bear to see 
them hurting and destroying 
themselves, doing 1\'iekedly, and 
thus making th emselves miser­
able. Our blessed 8aviour, the 
Son of God, was so kind that he 
came <l<nvn from heaven, aud suf­
fered much pain and trodble for 
the good of men. He not only , 
suffered, but did 1iluch, with the 
same design. Be went about 
doini good; he preached good 
news to poor people ; he shewed 
them, that if they we.re good and 
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holy here, they would be happy 
after death,-a great deal more 
happy than the richest men now , 
are, and as happy as the best of 
them ever will be ! 

I-Ie did much good to all, but 
no harm to any ; yet he was 
scorned and ill- treated. At length 
being intluenced by a desire to 
fulfil his father's will, and to 
save ~ouls,_ be willingly yielded 
him~elf to his 'Yicked enemies, 
who_ murdered him in a very 
cruel manner. 

'This was he to whom,- when 
alive on earth, they brought' lit­
tle children ;-this was he who 
was so greatly displeased ·with 
his disciples, because they were 
not willing that little children 
should be brought to Mm ;-this , 
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was he ,yho said, ' Suffer little 
children to come to me and for-

- bid therri not, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven ; and he took 
them up in his arms, and blessed 
them.' 

I-tow e){ceedingly kind and 
gracious was it in him to r.egard 
not 011ly the flock in general, but 
the lambs of the flock,-to dis­
cover such affection for it1fants 
and children ! Bnt if lie were so 

-gracious while on earth, he has 
the same kindues~ uow lie is in 
heaven. If lie once said, ' Suf­
fer little children to come to me,' 
he says so ' at present. He ha 
the same desire to make them 
happy no,x, which he had theu; 
for ' he is the same yesterday, to­
day, and for ever.' 
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But you must know, my dear 
cl1iJd, tbat your heart is much 
inclined to sin; that you haye in 
a thousand instances, -offended 
God already; and, therefore, you 
have need of divine mercy to par­
don what is already· done ; and 
of God's Holy Sp-irit to make, · 
your heart pure and your life 
holy. 

You see that all sorts of peo­
ple die; some older and some 
younger than yourself; but men 
do not die as the brutes die. They 
are not destroyed at death, -but 
have a life afterwards,-a life too 
which will never have an end. 
Their bodies die, anrl. all their 
bodily po\-Yers cease. , They can · 
neither speak, nor walk, nor la­
bour; yet their souls are alive, 
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and will always continue so ;-· 
they c_an- think, and be nappy or 
miserable; .and ·they are a g1 :at . 
deal more happy or more miser­
able, than ever they were before 
they died. 

The reason why -some are_ 
made happy and others misera-

- b_le is, that some have been good 
and others have been ·wicked; 
some· have repented of sin, and 
loved Christ; others have not re­
pented of sin, but obeyed the 
clictates of a wicked heart.-

' Tlwse who 1ove and serve -God, 
will be rr1ade happy for ever with 
him irr hea-ven; others, who have 
not loved God, but have been 
wicked and profane, ·will be cast 
off from God and happiness, anri 
mad e miserabl e a-mong wicked_ 

. . -
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rits. But if y~u desire to be 
informed what the blessed God 
J·e ires of you, in order to your 
being made happy after death, l _ 
will tell you :-You must love 
God and obey his Son Jesus. lf 
you do love God and Christ, you 
will pray to God in Christ's name. 
You must pray daily that God 
·would take away the corruption -
of your heart, make you holy, 
teach you what yot~ ought to do, 
and dispose you to serve him in 
all things: that he . would keep 
you from the snares to ,1v hicl1 
children are expos_ed, and not 
suffer you to be led astray by the 
bad conduct of the wicked. 

At night, when you go to rest, 
you must repeat some prayer 
which you understand, aud "Yhich 
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,~ill ex press your sense of entire 
dependan-ce on God. ' ln the 
morning, think of God's good- · 
ness in preserving yon the past 
night, and pray to him to keep 
you from harm and from sin all 
tlie day.-Always be sure to at­
tend to your parents when read­
ing, or when engaged in family 
prayer. When you are called to 
farilily prayer, see that you at./ 
tend in a solemn ·manner, and 
think of nothing else. So far as 
you undenitand the prayer that 
is made, join in it, and pray foi: 
the same things. Yon must a­
void all wicked language, all ly­
ing, forgetting of God, disobey­
ing of parents, and unkindness 
to others. 

If vour heart and life are a-., 
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greeable to these directions, you 
need not fear death ; for wbeu­
ever yot~ die, you will go to be 
with God and Christ, and goo<l 
men, in perfect holiness and end­
Jesil joy~ but if you live wicked I y, 
and without God in the world, 
_vou will he sent to the place of 
despair a11d 111isery . 

.May God take you n11der his ' 
cnre, and give you his Boly Spi­
rit !-and may J esus.Cluist, , .. ·ho 
while on earth, took litt~e child­
ren iuto his arms aud blessed 
them, receive you int_o favour, 
and give yo11 his grace, that you 
may be for ever ,<\·ith the Lord! 

FIN IS. 




