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'Tis but a short uncertain space 

Allow'd us l1ere to live; 

Death unperceiv'd, comes on apace, 

And may no waruing gi ye. 
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THE -
VALUE OF TIME. 

' ~ 

TIME is so precious., that 
hot any of -it must be lost. 
The whole time of our life 
must be employed either a
bout our souls-the service 

- ' 
of God., or in the WQrks of 
our callings ; but particu-
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1arly the -ti_me of y_outh-the 
-time of health and strength 
-the time of afffiction-tbe 
time of the g-.ospel--and the 
time of the Sahbath. 

The- tiTne of :youth must 
be redeemed. The great 
God stan<ls much upon pri
ority., that is to have the 
first and best-the·first ripe 
fruits-the ~rst that openeth 
the womb. / l\1y dear child., 
offer the Lmac of thy youth., 
the spring· and flowei· of thy 
age_, to God, and stay not 
until the evil day. Begin 
first with Him from whom 
'thou hadst thy' being· ;-go 
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a bout the g;rand affair and 
,,vork of thy never-dying; 
soul) before thou dost in
gulph thyself in the cares 
of this worl~. / lf the celes
tial see<ls of gTace are sovrn 
in the morning·) the pleasant 
and sweet flowers springing 
out of those seeds) will in
' ite the Lord Jesus to come 
and walk in ,his -garden.-

'--' 

The infinitely gracious God 
ho '. ds out the g·olden sc~ptre, 
and invites you to come to 
J1im. 'fhe ruddy David) the 
child Samuel) the young· Ti
mothy) Goel calJs. Say the_n, 
now) ; Behold., / we come : 
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thine we arc) thine we will 
be: come now a11d take thy 
o~n.' God will accept you: 
hi~ arms and bosom are open 
to receive you. ( I remem
ber thee., the kin<lt1ess of thy 
youth, the Jove of thine es
}JOrn-m1s, wheu the first frutts 
were holiness unto the Lord. 
]f you would enjoy a happy 
life of communion with God, 
offer unto him the first]ing.s 
of thy flock,-thy youthful 
<lays. ] f you receive the 
seed of grace in the morning 
of your age, it will take the_ 
<lerper root in your , heart, 
and cause yot1 to bring- forth 

, 
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fr11it _even · in your old age. 
'rhat cloth will ·keep its co
lour best that is dyed in the 
wool ; and the vessel will · 
long·est retain the scent of 

- that liquor with which it_ is 
first seasoned. <O ! remem ca 
her l£}en thy Creator in the 
da31s of thy youth ! ' . . . 

The ti1ne- ~f health ancl 
Strength must be improve_d. , 
rr hose that are now strong 
nnd lively, must .not expect 
to be so always ; they) as 
weJI as others) must count 
upon disease} sickness) and _ 
weakness) which will con -;- · 
,fine them to their houses., 
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chambers, and be<l'-. 0 ! 
that while tbeir strengl h and 
health of body, and natnrnl 
vig·our are cQnt\nuecl, they 
were mindful of their work 
and time ! If a n1an had , 
business of g-reat concern, 
or matter of life and death, 
that 1·equired time, strength 
and <lilig-ence, and shonlcl 
omit it Cill he ,Yere stricken 
in years, or till sickn'ess or 
weakness had inraded him, 
every one would be ready to 
charg·e him with folly; ~ntl 
shall we lay the stress of our 
everlasting· state upon a few 
days of sickness and weak-
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ness before our death ?~ 
God forbid/! 

The ti1ne of' .Ajjliction 
must be redeemed. · Chris
tians, whether young or old, 
in the time of adversity we 
must consider ! It was the . 
tim~ of Jacob's trouble when 
the apostles exhorted believ
ers to redeem the time.
God speaks to us by his rod 
as well as by his word ; for 
every affliction addresses us 

, in the language of Ehud to 
Eglon, ' I have a message 
unto thee from Go<l ; ' and 
God will -reckon with us for 
the rods be lays upon us. 
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Tiu tinie ~l the Gospel 

h1ust be re<leemed. Gospel 
time is ogr spiritual harvest, 
a1-1d it is a, notorious fo'lly to 
sleep 1n harvest. It is ·a time 
of light----a time of love-a 
time of life-a time of liber.:. 
ty ! '_It is now an accept
'ed time-a day of salvation!' 
Sinners! the dear Lord Je
sus) the great Peace-maker, ' . ' . '\ 1s now an unportnnate suit-or to your perishing- souls ! 
The treasures of g-race'> are 
open, an<l offered' to you on 
easy terms, 'without mo-

·ney -and withoht price!; 0 
make haste antl buy the pearl 



13 
of price, which is better than 
rubies ! lf you lm;e this, you 
may never have another op-· 
portunity ! • The Spirit and 
the Bride say., Come.' 

The time of' the Sabbath 
must be redeemed. ,v e 
must ~anctify the whole of 
that <lay : it is the Sabbath 
of the Lord our God. it 
must be spent, from morn
ing- till evening·, in the ser
vice and . worship of God, 
either in public., social., or 
secret duties; and no part of 
it must be spent in frothy, , 
vain, ancl unprofitable dis
course 01· recreation!, ; in 
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riding, buying., se1ling., ·or 
working. This dreadful sin 
of Sabbath-breaki~1g is a sin 
in fashion. Hundreds in this 
nation serve the Devil more_ 
upon the Lord's-day than 
upon any other clay. - The 
Lord of the Sabbath hatl1 

·· cofnmanded, that thou and 
all thy house keep that day 

, holy.- The Sabbath was once 
called' The Queen of Days.' 
1n the New Testament, itis 
called ~' The Lord's-Day.' 
In the primitive times, a se
rious and ,strict observation 
of the Lord's-day was a ~est 
of Christianity. W~1en the 
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question was asked; Hast 
thou kept the Lord's-day ? 
the answer returned wasJ I 
~am a Christian, and can not 
intermit it. It was the say-
ing· of an eminent divine, 
rrhat he j ndg·ecl ·of a 'man's 
rclig-ion -arcor<lin-g· as he re
n:-renced the Sabbath, 

I-IYMN" 

'I'nrE is ever on . the wing, , 
Gliding unperc:,eiv'd 11way; 
Mortals , feel the truth l sing, 
Life is but a transient day ; 
Like the Vel'dant with'ring grass, 
Or the early fading flower, 
All the generation pass, 
Bloom and wither in ·an hour ! 
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