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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

WILLS EARL OF HILLS BOROUGH, 

&c. &c. &c. 

ONE OF HIS MAJESTY'S PRINCIPAL SECRETARIES OF STATE, 

FIRST LORD COMMISSIONER OF TRADE AND PLANTATIONS, 

ONE OF HIS MAJESTY'S MOST HONOURABLE 

i> R IVY C O UN C I L, A N D F. R. S. 

T HE Difcovery of a North-,vefl: Paffage having 

deferved the particular Attention of that great 

Minifl:er of State Sir Francis Waljingham, with the Ap
probation of the greateft Princefs of that Age, I pre

f urned to alk the Permiffion to infcribe the following 

Sheets, on the fame Subject, to your Lordiliip, wrote 

with no View of fetting any further Expeditions on Foot, 

or with refpecl: to any particular Syfl:em, but as a can

did and i1npartial Enquiry, to !hew the great Probabi

lity there is of a North-well: Paffage. The Importance 

of the Subject, treated \vith the greatefl: .Regard to 

Truth, are the only PretenGons I have to n1erit your 

Patronage. 

Your Lordihip will appear, to the latefl: Pofierity, in 
the an1iable Light of being zealous for the Glory of bis: 
Majefiy, the Honour of the Nation, for pro111oting the 

co1n1nercial Interefl:s, the Happinefs of his Majefiy' s 
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Subjects in general, and of thofe in America in parti--
cular. I therefore have the n1oft grateful Senfe of your 
Benevolence and Humanity in condeftending to grant. 
me this- Favour, as it will be known for Part of that~
Ti1ne. that I had the Honour to. be 

YOUR LORDSHIP'S 

MOST I-JU.MELE AND 

QB ED IE N T SERVA NT, 

TI-IE AUTHOR •. 
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p R E F A C 

T HE Opinion of there being a North-we!l: PaiTage between 
the Atlantic and Southern Ocean hath continued for more 

than two Centuries; and though the Attempts made to difcover 
this Pa!fage have not been attended with the defired Succefs, yet 
in Confequence of fuch Attempts great Advantages have been re
ceived, not by the Merchant only but by the l\1en of Science. It 
mufi be a Satisfaction to the Adventurer, though difappointed 
in his principal Defign, that his Labours have contribt>ted to the 
Improvement of Science, and the Advancement of Commerce. 

There was a Generofity with refptcl: to the Difcovery of a 
North-weft Pa{fage, or a Refpecl: to the great Abilities of thofe 
who promoted the various Undertakings for making fuch Dif
covery, to the Crown which patronized them, and the Efiates 
of the Kingdom who promifed a mofi munificent Reward to fuch 
who lhould compleat fuch Difcovery, that thofe who were of a 
contrary Opinion treated the Subject with a becoming Decency. 
But the Cenfures that_ have been of late made by our Country
men, and more particularly by Foreigners, our Ancefiors have 
been treated as fo many Fools, or infatuated Perfons, bufied to 
compleat an impracticable and a meerly chimerical Projett, and 
are accufed by a foreign Geographer to have proceeded fo for as 
to forge a fictitious Account under the Title of a Letter of Ad
miral de Fonte. That the Iniquity of the Englijh Writers is not 
fuch ( neither was ever known to be foch) nor, was it in their 
Inclination, could they fo eafily deceive the World; and the 
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Falfhood of this Afl"ertion could be no otherway made apparent 
than by confidering fuch Letter with a j.uft Criticif m, and exa
mining the Circumfrances relating thereto. Though the prefent 

Age may not pay much Regard to thefe Cenfures, yet if they are 

paffed unnoticed, might hereafter· b_e _confidered as~ Truths· unan

f werable at the Time thofe Cenfures were made. Therefore to 

do Jufiice to the Character of our Anceil:ors, to the prefent Age 
in which fuch great Encouragement hath been ·given to thefe Un
dertakings, and that Po!l:erity might not~ be deceived~ were Mo

tives ~had they been duly· confrdered without a Regard to the 
Importance of the Subject) which might incite an abler Pen to 

have undertaken to vindicate the Authenticity of d1: Fonte's Letter~ 
As for a long Time nothing of· this ·Kind -appeared;~ nor -could I 

hear that any Thing was -.undertaken of this Sort, by any Perfon 

to whom I could freely communicate my Sentiments, and the In.;. 

formations which I had colleB:ed on this Subject; as the Difcovery 

of a North-weft PaiTage hath been the Objelt of my Attention 
for fome Years, confidered myfelf under the difagreeable N ecef

fi ty of becoming an Author in an Age of fuch refined Sentiments, 
expreffed in the greatefi Purity of Language: But if I have fuc

ceeded in the greater Matters, I hope to be excufed in the- leifer. 

I have inferted the Letter of de Fonte, as firfi publiilied in the 

A,fontbly Mifcellany, or Memoirs qf the Curious, in April and June 
1708, very fcarce or in very few Hands; not only as I thought it 
confifient with my \York, but. that the Curious would be glad 

to have a Copy of fuch Letter exactly in tbe fame Manner in 
which it was firfr publiilied, to keep in their Collections. 

As to the Obfervations refpetting the _Circumfiances of the 

Letter of de Fonte, the Manner by which it was attained, its being 

a Copy of fo~h Letter which the Editors procured to be tran

fhted from the Spanifo, and as to fuch l\!Iatters as are to be col

lected from the Title of fuch Letter, and from the Letter in Sup-

port 
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port of its Authenticity, I fubmit thofe Obfervatio·ns to fuperior 
Judgments: lf confuted, and it. appears I have mifapprehended 
the Matter, am not tenacious of my Opinion, but i11all receive 

the Conviclion with Pleafure, being entirely confiftent with my 
Defign, which is, That the Truth may be difcovered, whether 
this Account is authentick or not. 

In my Remarks of the Letter I have endeavoured to diflinguia1 
what was genuine, from what hath been fince added by other 

Hands ; have made· an exact Calculation of the Courfrs; h?.ve 

confidered the Circumfiances of fuch Letter,. giving the ReJfons 

of the Conduct that was: ufed in ·the various Parts of the Voyage, 
and G1ewing the Regularity and Confiil:ency there is through the 
Whole, and \' ithout Anachronifms or Contradictions as hath been 

objeB:ed, part of which I was .the better enabled to do from fome 

Experience \\ h · ch I have had in Affairs of this Sort ... I mufi ob

fene, the :·Calcu 1 ations were -made·withou t any Regard had to the 
Situati,_m of Hut[;n's or Ba.f/in's Bay; but ·begun at the Callao of 
L/;,~..:u', and purfo .J as the Account directs from the Wefiward: 

And it was an agreeable Surprize to. find what an Agreement there 
was as to tbe Parts which, .by fuch Courfes, it appeared that the 
Admiral and his Captain were in, confifient with the Purpofe they 
·.~,n c r Dt on, and the Proximity .of where they were to Hudfan's 
and 1 ajjin's Bay. 

To fiate particularly all the Objections which have been made 

to this Account, I thought would have greatly increafed the Bulk 
<'f the Work. There is no material Objection which I have any 
· vhere met with, but is here confidered. Alfa to have added all 

the Authorities which I have collected and made Ufe of, would 
'1ave made it more prolix; fo have contented myfe]f with only 

: · iving fuch ~tations as appeared abfolutely neceffary to infert:> 
· d then to mention the Authors particularly. I think I have 

no:· perverted the Meaning, or forced the Senfe, of any Author 
m . _;e Uie of, tO' ferve my·Purpofe; 

To 
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To ilie-w the Probability of a· Paifage, · have traced --the Opi .... 

nions relating to it from the Time fuch Opinions were firfi: re.

ceived; and alfo determined where it was ~lways foppofed to be or 
in what Part fuch PafTage was: Have confidered the various Evi-

dence that there is relating to foch Paffage; and propofed what 

appears to be the properei1: Method at prefent for profccuting 

the Difcovery. 

There are three Maps, all of which appeared nece!fary for the 

better underfianding this Account. The one contains Part of 

Ajia and the R'l{/Jian Difcoveries on the Coafi: of 4merica ; the Ex ... 
pedition of de Fonte, and clears up that feeming Inconfifiency of 

the Tartarian and Southern Ocean being contiguous in that Part 
of America, from the Authority of the J·!p:uztje Map of A-empftr, 
which mufl: be of fome Repute, as it is fo agree~ble to the Ref-
Jian Difcoveries : If true in that Part, there is no Reafon to fop~ 
pofe but it is in like l\Janner true as to the other Part which is 

introduced into this l\1ap. This Map exhibits the Streight that 
de Puca went up, the Communication which there may be fop

pofed agreeable to the Lights which the Accounts afford us be
tween the Sea at the Back of Hudjon's Bay with that Bay, or with 

the North Sea by Hur(fcn's Streights, or throu'gh Cumberland Ifles. 
There is alfo added a fecond Map, to !hew what Expectations 

may be had of a Paffage from IIu4fon's Bay, acco~·ding to the Dif

coveries nnde in the Year I 7 4 7. The third Map is an exact Copy 
from that publif11cd in the lvfonarquia Indiana de Cf'orquemada, in 

which the Sea Coafl: of America is exhibited in a different Manner 

from what it ufually was in the Maps of that Time, com pleated 
by the Cofmographers of Philip the Third. The Work itfelf is 
in few Hands, and the Map, as far as appears, hath been only 
publiibed in that Book, is no\v again publiihed, as it illu

ilrates this Work, and may be otherwife agreeab]e to the Curious; 

having a Defire not to omit any Thing which wquld render the 

Work com pleat, or that would be acceptable to the Pu blick. 

4 l·have 
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l'have ufed uncommon Pains to be informed as to what could 

b'e any way ferviceable to render this Work more com pleat; and 

muft make, this pub]ick Acknowledgement, as to the Gentlemen 

of the Britijh Muflum, who, with great Politenefs and Affability~ 

gave me all the Affifiances in their Power to .find if the Copy 
from which the Tranfiation was made was in their Poffeffion., 

which after an accurate Search for fome V\' eeks it did not appear 
to be, and alfo their Afiiftance as to any other Matters which I 
fuppo[ed would be of Service. I cannot pafs by Mr. Jefferys's 
Care and Exacr'nefs in ·executing the Maps, whofe Car,: and Fi

delity to the Publick not to impofe any Thing th:tt is fjJurious, 
but what he hath an apparent and real Authority_ for, is p~rhap~ 

not fufficiently_ known. 

The Voyage, an·Exttac:t from which is added by Way of Ap
p.~ndix, was made from Philadelphia, in a Schooner of about fixty 
Tons, .and fifteen Perfons aboard,. fitted· out on a Su bfcription of 

the Merchants of Maryland, Penn.fylvama·, New Yor,f, a11d Bqflon, 

on a g~nerous Plan, agreeable to Propofals made them, with no 

View of any l\1onopoly which they oppofed, not to interfere with 

the Hudfan's Bay Trade, or to carry on a clandefline Trade with 

the Nai'ives of Greenland, b8t to difcover a North-well: Paifage, 

and explore the Labrod~r Cc,aft, at that Time foppofed to be 

locked up under a pretended Right, and not frequented by the 

Subjecl:s of Engllmd, but a fuccefsfol Trade carried on by the 

FrL'-1.'ch; to open a Trade there, tp i1T1prove the Fi{hery and the 

Whaling on thefe Coafis, culti v:1te a Fr iendilii p with the Natives, 

and make them ferviceable in a politic1l \Vay : Which Defign 

of theirs of a puhlitk Nature, open and generous, was in. a great 

Mea!1.1re defeated by private retfons interfering, whofe Views 

were more contracted. 

They did not fucceed the fidl: Year as to their Attempt in di[~ 

cove.ring_ a I'~ orth-weH P,1{fogeJ as it was a great Year for Ice; 

that 
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that it would be late in the Year before the W eflern Part of I.!vd-

fan's Bay could be attained to, and then irilpoffible to explore the 

Labrador that Year, therefore the firfl: Part of the Defign was 

dropped, and the Labrador was explored. The next Year a fe
cond Attempt was made as to a Palfage ; but three of the People 
who went beyond the Place appointed by their Orders, and in
advertently to look for a Mine, Samples of which had been car
ried home the Year before, and this at the Infiigation of a pri
vate Perfon before they fet out from home, without the Privity of 
the Commander, were killed by the Ejkemaux, and the Boat taken 
from them. After which Accident,. with fome difagreeable Cir
·cumfl:ances confequent thereon amongfl: the Schooner's Company.., 
and after an Experiment made of their Difinclination to proceed 
on any further Difcovery, it was thought moil: prudent to return. 
This ilrnrt Account is given by the Perfon who commanded in 
this Affair, to prevent any Mifreprefentation hereafter of what 
,vas done on thefe Voyages. 
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M E M O I R S ·for the C U R I O U S. 

A Letter from Admiral Bartholomew de Fonte, ti.Jen 
Admiral 'of New Spain and Peru, and now Prince of 
Chili ; giving an Account of the mofl n:taterial Tranf
aclions in a Journal of his fro1n the Calo of Li1na in 
Peru, on his Difcoveries, to find out if there was any 
North We.ft Pajfage from the Atlantick Ocean into 
the South and Tartarian Sea. 

T HE Viceroys of New Spain and Peru, having advice from 
the Court of Spain, that the feveral Attempts of the Englijh, 

both in the Reigns of Queen Elizabeth, King James, and of Capt. 
Hudfan and Capt. James, in the 2d, 3d and 4th Years of King 

·Charles, was in the 14th Year of the faid King Charles, A. D. 1639, 
undertaken from fome Indufl:rious Navigators from Bojlon in New 
England, upon which I Admiral de :Fonte received Orders from 
Spain and the Viceroys to Equip four Ships of Force, and being 

ready we put to Sea the 3d of April I 640 .. from the Calo of Lima, 
I Admiral Bartholomew de Fonte in the Ship .St Spiritus, the Vice
Admiral Don Diego Pennelojfa, in the Ship St Lucia, Pedro de Bo
nardce, in the Ship Rofaria, Philip de Ronquillo in the J{ing Philip. 
·The 7th of .April at 5 in the Afternoon, we had the length of St 
Helen, two hundred Leagues on the North fide of the Bay of Gua-
jaquil, in 2 Degrees of South Lat. and anchored in the Port St 
Helena, within the Cape, where each Ship's Company took in a 
quantity of Betumen, called vulgarly Tar, of a dark colour with a 
cafi of Green, an excellent Remedy againfi the Scurvy and Dropfi~, 
and is ufed as Tar for Shipping, but we took it in for Medicine; 
it Boils out of the Earth, and is there plenty. The I oth we pafs' d 
the Equinoctial by Cape del Pa[!ao, the 11th Cape Sl Francifco, in 
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April one Degree and feven Minutes of Latitude North from the Equator, 
1 708. and anchor'd in the Mouth of the II River St Jago, where with a 

E'\---'h L Sea-Net we catch'd abundance of good Filh; and feveral of each 
1g ty eagues 

N. N. w. and Ship's Company went a{hoar, and kill'd fome Goats and Swine, 
:ift;1:es E. which are there wild and in plenty ; and others bought of f?me 

Natives, 20 dozen of :lurkey Cocks and Hens, Ducks, and much 
excellent Fruit, at a Village two Spanijh Leagues, fix Mile and a 
half, up the River St 'Jago, on the Larbord fide or the Left hand. 
The River is Navigable for fmall Veifels from the Sea, about 14 
Spanijh Leagues Sr;uth Eafl, about half way to the fair City of 
~ita, in 22 Minutes of South Latitude, a City that is very Rich. 
The 16th of April we failed from the River St Jago to the Port 
and Town Raleo, 320 Leagues W. N. W. a little Wefieriy, in about 
11 Degrees 14 Min. of N. Latitude, leaving Mount St Miguel on 
the Larboard fide, and Point Cazamina on the Starboard fide. The 
Port of Raleo is a fafe Port, is covered from the Sea by·the Hla-nds 
Ampallo and Mangreza, both well inhabited with Native Indians; 

<rht great and 3 other f mall Hlands. t Raleo is but 4 Miles over Land from 
1~ft5 i:;;J.c~;e the head of the Lake Nigaragua, that falJs into the North Sea in 
:~.~~n;,;i{alco. 12 Degrees of North Latitude, near the Corn or Pearl Iflands~ 

Here at the To~n of Raleo, where is abundance of excellent dofe 
gra1n'd Timber, a reddi!h Cedar, and all Materials for building 
Shipping ; we bought 4 long well fail'd Shallops, built exprefs for 
failing and riding at Anchor and rowing:, about I 2 Tuns each, of 
3 2 foot Keel. The 26th, we failed from Raleo for the Port of 
Saragua, or rather of Sal'agua, within the Iflands and Shoals of 
Chamily, and the Port is often call'd by the Spaniards after that 
Name; in I 7 Degrees 31 Minutes of North Latitude, 480 Leagues 
North Weft and by Weft, a little Wefterly from Raleo. From the 
Town of Saragua, a little Eafl: of Chamily at Saragtta, and from 
Compoflilo in the Neighbourhood of this Port, we took in a Mailer 
and fix Mariners accuftomed to Trade with the Natives on the Eaft 
fide of California for Pearl; the Natives catch'd on a Bank in 19 
Degrees of Latitude North from the Baxos St Juan, in 2-4 Degrees· 

f>f 
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of North Latitude to Leagues N. N. E. from Cape St Lucas, t1:e April 

South Eaft point of Califarnia. . The Mafier Admiral de Fonte had ~ 
hir'd, with his Veffel and Mariners, who had informed the Ad-
miral, that 200 Leagues North from Cape St Lucas, a Flood from 
the North, met the South Flood, and that he was fore it mufi be 
an Ifland, and Don Diego Pennelof!a (Sifters Son of* Don Lewis de Don Lewis de 

• Haro r.t'as 
Haro) a young Nobleman of great Knowledge and Addrefs m Cof- great Mirif.", 

mography and Navigation, and undertook to difcover whether Ca- if Spain. 

lifornia was an Hland or not ; for before it was not known whether 
it was an Hland or a Peninjula ; with his Ship and the 4 Shallops 
they brought at Raleo, and the Mafier and Mariners they hir'd at 
Salagua, but Admiral de Fonte with the other 3 Ships failed from 
them within the Hlands Chamily the I oth of May I 640. and having 
the length of Cape Abel, on the W. S. W. fide of California in 26 

Degrees of N. Latitude, 160 Leagues N. W. and W. from the Ifles 
Chamz'ly; the Wind fprung up at S.S. E. a fieady Gale, that from 
the 26th of May to the I 4th of June, he had fail'd to the River 
los Reyes in 5 3 Degrees of N. Latitude, not having occafion to lower 
a Topfail, in failing 866 Leagues N. N. W. 410 Leagues from Port 
Abel to Cape Blanco, 456 Leagues to Riolos Reyes, all the time moll: 
pleafant Weather, and failed about 260 League~ in .crooked Chan-
nels, amongft Iilands named the II Archipelagus de St Lazarus; 11 So named !Jy 
where his Ships Boats fail'd a mile a head, founding to fee what 1e.Fontht:>,.fihejl 

oezng t e r 
Water, Rocks and Sands there was. The 22d of June, Admiral th~tmadethat 

. r. h d f h' C . p d J Difwuery. Fonte d11patc e one o 1s aptams to e ro ue Barnarda, to fail 
up a fair River, a gentle Stream and deep Water, went firfi N. and 
N. E. N. and N. W. into a large Lake full of Iflands, and one very 
large Peninfula full of Inhabitants, a Friendly hone ft People in this 
Lake; he named Lake Valajco, where Captain Barnarda left his 
Ship; nor all up the River was lefs than 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8. Fathom 
Water, both the Rivers and Lakes abounsing with Salmon Trouts, 
and very large white Pearch, fome of two foot long; and with 3 
large Indian Boats, by them called Penagos, m~de of two large 
Trees 50 and 60 foot long. Capt. Barnarda firft failed from his 
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April· Ships in the Lake 17alajco, one hundred and forty Leagues Weft; 

.L1 7~8 · , and then 4 3 6 E. N. E •.. to 77 Degrees of Latitude. Admiral ·de 
Fonte, after he had difpatch'd Captain Barnarda on the Difcovery 
of the North and Eaft part of the :fartarian Sea, the Admiral fail'd, 
up a very Na vi gable River, which he named Riolos Rtyes, that run 
neareft North Eaft, but on feveral Points of the Compafs 60 
Leagues at low Water, in a fair Navigable Channel, not lefs than 
4 or 5 Fathom.Water. It flow'-d in both Rivers near the fame Wa

ter, in the River los Reyes, 24· foot Full and Change of .the Moon; 
a S.S. E. Moon made high Water. It flow'd in the River de Haro 

t One oftbofa 22 foot and a half Full and Change. They had two t Jefuits with 

'::':h ~:;t. them that had been on their Miffion to the 66 Degrees of North 
B~~~a~a on Latitude and had made curious Obfervations. .. The Admiral de 
hu D ifcc·vny. · ' 

Fonte received a Letter from, Captain Barnarda, dated the 27th of 
y;me, 1640. that he had left his Ship in the Lake Y.alaflo, betwixt 
the Hbnd Barnarda and the Peninfula Conihajfet, a very fafe Port; 

it went down a River from the Lake, 3 falls, 80 Leagues, and 

fell into the Tartarian Sea in 61 Degrees, with the Pater Jefuits 
and 36 Natives in ·three of their Boats, and 20 of his Spanijh Sea
men; that the Land trended away North Eafi; that they lhould 
want no Provifions, the Country abounding with Venifon of 3 forts, 
and the Sea and Rivers with excellent FHh (Bread, Salt, Oyl and 
Brandy they carrf d with them) that he iliould do what was pof
fible. The Admiral, when he received the Letter from Captain 
Barnarda, was arrived at an Indz'an Town called Cono.J!et, on the 
South-fide the Lake Belle, where the two Pater Jefuits on thejr Mif
fion had been two Years ; a peafant Place. The Admiral with his 

two Ship~, enter'd the Lake the 22d of 'June, an Hour before high 
\Vat er, and there was no Fall or Catracl, and 4 or 5 Fathom vVa-. 
ter, and 6 and 7 generally in the Lake Belle, there is a little. fall 
of \Vater till h df Flood, and an Hour and quarter before high 

\Vater the Flood begins to fet gently in to the Lake Belle; the 

River is freil1 at 20 Leagues dill:ance from the Mouth, or Entrance 
of the River los Reves. The River and Lake abounds with Salmon 

~ , 
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Salmon-Trouts, Pikes, Perch and· Mullets., and two. other forts April 

of Filh peculiar to that River,, admirable good, and Lake Belle; 1 7o8, 

alfo abounds with all thofe forts of Fifh large and delicate : And ~ 
Admiral de Fonte fays, the Mullets catch'd in Rios Reyes and Lake 
Belle, are much delicater than are to be_ found, he believes, io.~ 
any part of the World. 

The reft !ball be incerted in our next .. 



June 
1708. 

'---.--1 

,( 6 ) 

·M E M O I R · S for the C U R I O U S. 

The Remainder ,of Admiral Bartholomew de Fonte's 

Letter ; giving an Account of the mo.ft material 

Tranfaclions in .a Journal of his from the Calo of 
Lima.in Peru, on his Difcoveries to find out if there 

lwas any North W efl Pajfage from the Atlantick Ocean 

.into the South and Tartarian Sea; which for want of 
Room we could not poflib{y avoid po.ftponing. 

See. thfie MiAe- .1 WE concluded with giving an Account of a Letter from Capt. 
morrs or rpn 

1708,. and Barnarda, dated the 27th of June, I 640. on his Difcovery 
you'll find the 
IJeginning of in the Lake Valafco. The firft of July I 640, Admiral de Fonte 
this Curious r. "l d fj h ft f h" Sh" • } L k B 11 • d 
.Difcovery. .Jal e rom t e re -o 1s 1ps m t 1e a e eue, m a goo. 

Port cover'd by a fine Ifland, before the Town Conof!et from 

thence to a River I named· Parmentiers, in honour of my Indu

ftrious Judicious Comrade, Mr Parmentiers, who had mofl: exad:ly 

mark'd every thing in and about that River; we pafi:'d 8 Falls, 

.in all 3 2 foot, perpendicular from its Sourfe out of Belle; it falls 
into the large Lake I named Lake de Fonte, at which place we ar

rived the 6th of July. This Lake is 1 60 Leagues long and 6o 

broad, the length is E. N. E. and W. S. W. to 20 or 30, in fome 

places 60 Fathom deep; the Lake abounds with excellent Cod and 

Ling, very large and well fed, there are feveral very large Ifiands 

and 1 o fmall ones; they are covered with ihrubby Woods, the 

\fofs grows 6 or 7 foot long, with which the Moofe, a very large 

fort of Deer, are fat with in the Winter, and other leffer Deer 
' 

as Fallow, &c. There are abundance of wild Cherries, Straw-ber-

ries, Hurtle-berries,, and wild Currants, and alfo of wild Fow] 
' Heath Cocks and Hens, likewife Patridges and Turkeys, and Sea 

Fowl in great plenty on the South fide·: The Lake is a very large 

fruitful 
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fruitful li1and, had a great many Inhabitants, and very excellent June 

Timber, as Oaks, Allies, Elm and Fur-Trees, very large and tall. , 1 7°8· , 

-
The 14th of July we failed out of the E. N. E. end of the Lake 

de Donte, and pafs'd a Lake I named Ejlricho de Ronquillo, 34-
Lea.gues long, 2 or 3 Leagues broad, 20, 26, and 28 Fathom of 
Water ; we pafs'd this firait in z o hours, having a flout Gale of 
Wind and whole Ebb. As we failed more Eaflerly, the Country 
grew very fenfibly worfe, as it is in the North and South parts of 
America, from 36 to the extream Parts North or South, the Weft 
differs not only in Fertility but in Temperature of Air,· at leaft Jo 
Degrees, and it is warmer on· the Well: fide than on the Eall, as 
the bef.t Sp_,anijh Difcoverers found it, whofe bufinefs it was in the 
time of the Emperor Charles the V. to Philip the III. as is noted. 
by Aloares and a Cojla and Mariana, &c. 

The 17th we· came to an Indian Town, and the Indians told our 

Interpreter Mr Parmentiers, that a little way from us lay a great 
Ship where there had never been one before; we failed to them, 
and. found only one Man advanced in years, and a Youth; the Man· 
was the greateft Man in the Mechanical Parts of the M athematicks 
I had ever. met with; my fecond Mate was an Englijh Man, an· 
excellent Seaman, as was my Gunner, who had been taken Prifo

ners at Campechy, as well as the Mall:er's Son ; they told me the 
Ship was of New England, from a Town called Bojlon. The Owner 
and the whole Ships Company came on board the 30th, anq the 
Navigator of the Ship, Capt. Shapley~ told me, his Owner was a 
fine Gentleman, and Major General of the largefi: Colony in New 
England, called the A-Ja/techz~fets; fo I received him like a Gentle-· 
man, and tol~ him, my Commiffion was to make Prize of' any· 
People feeking a North Weft or Weft Patfage into the South Sea, 

but I would look upon them as Merchants trading with the Natives: 
for Bevers, Otters, and other Furs and Skins, and fo for a f mall 

Prefent of Provifions I had no need on, I gave him my Diamond-

Ring, 



June Ring, which coil: me I 200 Pieces of Eight, ( which the mo'derl: 
,~ Gentleman received with difficulty) and having given the brave 

Navigator, Capt. Shapley for his fine· Charts and .Journals, I ooo 
Pieces of Eight, and the Owner of the" Ship, Scimor Gibbons -a 
quarter Calli: of good Peruan Wine,· and the 10 Seamen each 20 

Pieces of Eight, the 6th ofAuguft., with as much Wind as we could 
fly before, and a Currant, we arrived at the· firft Fall of the River 
Parmentiers, the 11th of Augufl, 86 Leagues, and was on the 
South fide of the Lake Belle on board our Ships · the 16th of Au
gufl, before the fine Town Cono.Jfet, where we found all things well; 
and the honeft Natives of Co11effet had in our abfence treated our 
:People with great humanity, and Capt. de·Ro17quillo anfwer'd their 
· Civility and J ufiice. 

The 2uth of Augufl an Indian brought me a Letter to Cono.f!et on 
the Lake Belle, from Capt. Barnarda, dated the I I th of Augujl, where 

he fent me word he was returned from ·. his· Cold Expedition, and 

did affure me there was no Communication out of the Spanijh or 
Atlantick Sea, by Davis Srait; for the Natives had conducted one 
of his ,Seamen·to the head of,Davis Srait, which terminated in a 

frelh Lake of about· 30 Mile in circumference, in the 80th Degree 
of North Latitude; and that there was prodigious Mountains North 
of it, befides the North Well: from· that Lake, the Ice was fo fix' d, 

that from the Shore to I oo Fathom Water, for ought he knew 

from · the Creation; for Mankind knew little of the wonderful 
Works of God, efpecially near the North and South Poles; he writ' 
further, that he had failed fro(!l-Bqffet .Iiland North Eafl, and Eaft 
North Eafi, and North Eafl: and by Eafi, to the 79th Degree of 

Latitude, and then the Land trended North, and the Ice refied on 
the Land. I received afterwards a fecond Letter from Capt. Bar

nada, dated from Minban.fat, informing me, that he made the Port 

of Arma, 20 Leagues up the River los Reyes on the 29th of Att .. 

giijl, where he waited my Commands. I having fiore of good Salt 
Provifions, of Venifon and Fia1, that Capt. de Ranquillo had falted 
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(by my order) in my abfence, and I oo Hoglheads· of Indian Wheat 
or Mais, failed the 2d of September I 640. accompanied with many 
of the honeft Natives of Conojfet, and the 5th of September in the 
Morning about 8,. was at an Anchor betwixt Arena and Mynhanjet, 
in the River los Reyes, failing down that River to the North Eafl: 
part of the South Sea ; after that returned home, having found 

that there was no Palfage into the South Sea by .that they call the 
North Weft Paffage. The Chart will .make this much more de
monflrable. 

'Iha the Style of the foregoing Piece is not altogether fa Polite, (being 
writ like a Man, whofe livelihood depended-on another way) but with 
abundance of Experience and a '/'ravel/er, yet there are fa many Curious, 
and hithtrto- unknown Difloveries, that it was thought worthy a place 
£n. theft Memoirs ; and 'tis humbly prifum' d it will not be unaccept
able to thofe who have either been in thefe Parts, or '{.Vil) give tbem-

jelves the trouble of reviewing the Chart • 

. Q 
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O B. S E R V A T I O N s.; 
ON 

The Title affixed, and on other Circu,nflances relating tu: 

the Letter of Admiral de Fonte, Jhewing tbe Authen-

ticity of that .Letter~ ana ef the Account therein con- -
tained .. 

OBSERVATIONS have been made by feveral Geographers of 

different Nations on the Letter of Admiral de Fonte, to fhew that 
fuch Letter is not deferving of Credit, is to be thought of as a mere 
Fiction or Romance, and is a Forgery compofed by fame Perfon to ferve 
a particular Purpofe.: . But it will appear, as we proceed in a more par
ticular Confideration of the Title and Circumftances relative to the Let
ter of Admiral .de Fonte than hath been hitherto ufed, and from the fol
lowing Remarks on the Subject of fuch Letter·*, That thofe Obferva
tions made by the Geographers have many of them no juft Foundation,. 
the reft afford not a fufficient Evidence to invalidate the Authenticity of 
that Letter, and of.the Account it contains .. 

It is only from a Copy of the Letter of de Fonte that the Tranflation 
hath been made, which is now publifhed, as is plain from a Title 
being affixed, A Letter j°'.;·om Admiral Bartholomew de Fonte, then Ad-
miral of New Spain a1Hl Peru, and now Prince of Chili .. As Prince is 
never ufed in this Senie with us, it is apparently a liter.al· Tranflation 

of the _Spanifh \Vord Priitcipe, confequently this Title was wrote in 
the Spanijh Language, and we cannot otherwife conclude but in the 

fame Language with the Letter. From this and ot~er Defects of the 

like Sort, which will be noticed as we proceed in our Obfervations, the 

• Memoires et Obfervations Geographiques et Critiques fur la Situation de Pays Sep
:rntrionaux, 5~,:.. a Laufanne, I 765 .-Pa. 1 15, E:c. 

C 2 Tranflator 
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Tranlla:tor mu!l: be acquitted from all Sufpicion of being any way con~ 
cerned in this pretended Forgery. 

By· the Copieft- affixing this Title, it 1s evident he was well alfored 

that there had been futh arr ·Expedition. 

The Anecdotes, as to the Vice-admiral P ennelojfa, in the Body of the 

Letter, what is therein mentioned as to the J efuits., evidence that a 
minute arid particular Inquiry was made by the Copieft ; that he had 

thoroughly informed himfelf of every Particular of this Aff;ir ; that he 
was affured that the Account by him copied contained the moft mate· 
Fial Tranfactions in a Journal of a'e Fonte's, -and that de Fonte was then, 

probably from his adv-an_ced Age, in the Service of the Government in 
another Station. 

This Expedition not being folely to intercept the N avlgators from 

Boflon, but alfo to difcover whether there was a Paffage in thofe Parts 

thro' which the Englijh expected to make a Paff age, viz. by the back Part 

of Virginia, by l-Iudfon's or by Baffin's Bay; it was an ·undertaking 
which required that the Perfon who had the condu&ing of it· 1h.ou1d not 
only be a Man of good Underll:andi11g, but ajudicious and experienced 
Seaman. The Time required to attain foch ~talifications implies, that 
de Fonte muft have been of a mature Age when he went on this Com
mand; and de Fonte being alive at the Time that the Copy was take~ 
it muft have been taken within twenty Years, oi: in a lefs Ti111e after fuch 
Expedition, as the Copieft fpeaks of Penneiojfa as a young Nobleman 
The Copieft therefore could not be impofed on, as his Inquiries were 
made in fuch a Tirpe, either with ref peel: to the -Perfons concerned, or 

with refp.ecl: to the Letter not being a genuine Account of the Voyage. 

A Perfon might be fo circumftanced as to attain the Favour of copying 
fuch Letter, induced by fame private Motive, without an Intention ot 
making it publick, as Publications were not at that Time fo frequent 
. as of late Days ; neither is it lefs probable that a Copy fo taken fi1ay, 
in Procefs of Time, come into other Hands and then be pu blifhed. 

Mr. Gage obferves, in his Dedication to Lord Fairfax, The Reafon 
of his publifhing a New Survey of the We.ft Indies to be, becaufe that 

nothif1g had beeh written of thefe Parts for thefe hundred Years laft 

-Pair, 
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' pail:, which is almoft ever fince from the firft Conqueft thereof by the 
' Spaniards, who are contented to lofe the Honour of that Wealth and 
' Felieity, which they have fince purchafed by their great Endeavours, 
' fo that they may enjoy the Safety of retaining what they have for-
' merly gotten in Peace and Security.' And though de Fonte declares 
that there was no North-weft Pa.ffage, yet that there fhould be no Pub
lication of the Account of the Voyage is confiftent with this eftab1ifhed 
Maxim. 

The Notth-wefi: Paffage he mentions is not to be unde'rftood, in 
ah unlimited Senfe, for a Paffage between the Atlantick and \Veftern 
Ocean to the Northward, but the Meaning is confined to that Paffage 
expected by Hudfan's Bay : For de Fonte fays, that he was to make a 
Prize of any feeking a North-weft or Weft P ajfage * ; by the latter he 
meant where Pennelolfa was fent to fearch ; and Bernarda fays, there was 
no Communication out of the Spanijh or Atlantick Se'a, by Davis Streight; 
and there was an Extent of Coaft which de Fonte only ran along, and 
had, but at Times, a diftant View of; and as to the J efuits, by what
ever Means they got into thofe Parts, it is evident they had not feen 
all the intermediate Country. Therefore thd the Court of Spain was 
fatisfied that the Pa.ffage was not where de Fonte had fearched ; yet there 
might be a Paffage where he had not fearched, and publifhing this Ac
count of the Voyage would be an Affiftance to the Ad venturers, as 
it would confine them in their Searches to thofe other Parts which 
were curforily paffed by de Fonte, and where perhaps they might fuc
ceed : Or this Account particularly defcribing the Northern and 
W eftern Part of America, not hitherto known, would be of gteat Ser
vice to Rovers, who had already found their Way into thofe Seas, by 
directing them to die Coafr and Harbour~, and giving them an Account 
of a Country where they could retire to with tolerable Security ·froin any 
Interruption froin the Spaniards, a good Climate, hofpitable People, and 
a l>lenty of Provifions to be had ; Circuinftances which might enable 
them to continue their cruizing in thofe Seas much longer than without 
fuch Lights as they would receive from-this Account" they wottld be en
~bled to do. 

-.. Vide Letter. 
Ir 
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ft is vreUknown that the Spaniards claimed all to the Northward as their 
Dominion, which they intended in due Time to acqpire the Poffeffion 
of, and the Publication might give an Infight to the Englijh Settlers in 

America to be beforehand with them in attaining a Settlement in thofe 
Parts. 

Their Attempt to intercept the Englifh Subjeccs, when made Publick 
to the "\"Vorld, would have given Umbrage to the Court and People of 
E.rgland, vvhich the Spauiards would not unneceifarily, and efpecially at 

,' Time when they had their Hands full of a War with the French,. who 
had alfo incited the Catalonians to rebel, and had joined them with theii: 

Troops. The Spaniards were, at the fame Time, endeavouring to re
cover the Dominions of Portugal. And de Fonte had refpect to the criti
cal Situation their Affairs were in, even before he fet out on his Voyage, 

hence his political Behaviour when he met with the Navigators from 
Bofion, committed no Act of Hoftility, yet made Die of the moft effec~ 
tive Means to prevent their proceeding further .. _ 

As no Publication was permitted of this Expedition, this therefore 
could come but to the• Knowledge only of a very few Perfons in Old 

Spain.· Such a fingular ~ranfacl:ion being foon, from their Attention 
to other Matters, and their Miniftry foon after entirely changed, no 
more talked of, unlefs it ihould have been revived by fomething of the 
like Nature again happening on the Part of the Englijh. As no At
tempt was made by the Englifh for almoft a Century, this Tranfacrion, 
in that Time, fell into Oblivion. At t_he Time fuch Attempt was re
ne,.ved, then the Spaniards were better acquainted with the Purpofe of 
our fettling in America, they had altered their Defigns of extending 
their own Pofieffions, there was alfo another Power who might pre
tend that fuch Paffage, if made, was Part in their Dominion, fo ob
ftrult our free proceeding and interrupt our fettling; the Spaniards 
therefore having no immediate Occafion for any Refearches back to 
the Records to acquaint then:ifelves as to the Practicability or Im
practicability of our Attempts, or to take Directions for their own Pro
ceedings, the Remembrance of this Expedition continued dormant. 

In 
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In New Spain, the fitting four Ships to go on Difcovery, as fuch Un
dertakings had been very frequent, it would not engage any extraor
dinary Attention of the Publick there ; it often happened that what 
was done on fuch Voyages was kept a Secret. The more curious and 
inquifitive Perfons would attain but a11: imperfeB: Account, by Inquiry 
from· the People on board the Ships, as the Ships were divided, and 
t~ey would receive no fatisfact:ory Information of what was moil: material, 
and the principal ,object: of their Inquiry by thofe who went in the 
Boats, as Seamen delighting in Stpries often tell what they neither heard 
or faw. The Confequences of the Voyage not known, becaufe not un
derftood, a weak Tradition of this Expedition would remain to Poil:e
rity; and the only Knowledge or Certainty to be acquired, as to this 
Expedition, would be from Journals accidentally preferved, of fome 
Perfons who had gone the Voyage. 

Monf. de Lijle gives us an Extract of a Letter from Mon( Antonio de 
Ulloa; wrote from .Aranguer the 19th of June in the Year 1 7 5 3 *, to Moni: 
Bouguer e le lvlounier, to anfwer the ~eries they had made on the Sub-
ject of the Letter of Admiral de Fuente. That c~rious and able Spanijh-
0.fficer fent them in Anfwer, That in the Year 1742 he commanded a 
Ship of Vl ar the Rofe, in the South Sea ; he had on board him a Lieu
tenant of the Veffel named Don Manuel Morel~ an antient Seaman, who 
fhewed him a Manufcript; Monf Ulloa forgot the Author's Name, but 
believes it to be Barthelemi de Fuentes. The Author in that Manufcript 
reported, that in Confequence of an Order which he had received from 
the then Viceroy of Peru, that he had been to the Northward of Cali
fornia, to difcover whether there was a Paffage by which there was a 
Communication between the North and South Sea; but having reached 
a certain Northern Latitude, which Monf. Ulloa did not recollect, and 
having found nothing that indicated fuch Paffage, he returned to the 
Port of Callao, &c. Monf. Ulloa adds, he had a Copy of fuch Relation, 
but he loft it when he was taken by the Englifo on his return from 
America. 

• Novelles Cartes des Decovertes de VAmiral de Fon tc, et autrcs Navigatet,r 0 , &c. · 
Par de Lifle, Paris 175 3.-P. 30, 

5 



I c is evident, from this Account being feen in 17 4-2, it is not the-

fame from which the Tranflation is made which we now have, that 

being publi{hed in 1708. And as _Mon/ de Lijle afferts, that the Letter 

is conformabie with what Mon/ Ulloa faid · at Paris three Years before, 
with this Difference only, that he faid pofitively at that Time, that the 

Relation which he had feen. at Peru, and of which he had taken a Copy, 

,vas of Adrni1·al de Fonte, this Manufcript, which contained the Account 

of the Voyage, may rather be fuppofed to· be a Relation, or Journal 

kept by fome Perfon, who was aboard· Admiral de Font e's Ship, a Friend 

or Anceftor of Morel, than a Copy the fame with this Letter, as it only 

mentioned the Purport of the Voyage, feems not to have the par
ticular Circumftances as to intercepting the Bofton r ·-en. This Ac-

count is an Evidence fo far in Favour of this Letter, as it proves that 

this Letter is not the only Account that there is of. this Voyage, amt 
that another Account was feen and copied at Peru many_ Years after 

this Letter was publiihed in England. But if· it be fuppofed that it is. 
one and .the fame Account, and that from the Englifh, it would not· 

have been accepted of and kept by Morel, and :Chewed as a Curiofity, 

unlefs he was fatisfied that it was a true genuine Account of fuch 
Voyage, and as to which he would naturally inquire, being on the 

Spot, where he might probably be informed, and nnlefa he was at a Cer
tainty that what that Account contained was true, would he have pro-. 

duced the Manufcript, or pe.rmitted his Captain to take a Copy. of it as 

genuine ; yet we may with greater Probability fuppofe, that this. Manu
fcript which Morel had was no Tran.flation from the Englijb, but in 

itfelf an Original. Monf.- Ulloa fpeaking of Morel as an, ancient Sea

man, cannot mean that he was in the Expedition of de :Fonte, only im
plies his being acquainted· with fome one who was, with whom, from 

his Courfe of Years, he might have failed, and ·attained this Journal._ 

What is faid in the Letter of Monf. Ulloa, that he forgot the Name of 

the Author of the Manufcript, but believes it was Bartelemi de Fuentes,._ 

th;1.t the Author of that Manufcript gave an Account 0i·~ It muft be 

confidered, that when Monf. Ulloa wrote- he was in Old Spain, many 

Years after he had feen the Account, and three Years after he was at 

P.:ris; and though he genteelly anfwers the Inquiries fent him, agree-

abl~ 
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able to his Converfation at Paris, yet does not exp refs himfelf fo pofi .. 

tively as when at Paris, as in the Letter he only believes it to be Bar
telemi de Fonte. Monf. Ulloa would fooner not have anfwered the Letter 
than deny what he had formerly faid; and if Monf. de Lifle had advanced 

that for which he had no proper Authority, both as a Gentleman and 
an Officer he would not have fubmitted. to fuch a Falfhood: But from 

Monf. Ulloa being tender in the Account, being of a Matter which might 

not make any great Impreffion on him at the Time he received it, ten 

Years fince, out of his Hands, and three Years after he was at Paris, this 

Account is more worthy of Credit, and he might be more cautious, 
now he was to give it under his Hand, to foften the Reproach of his 

Countrymen. for his not acting like a true Spaniard, in being fo commu

nicative in this Matter. The Account which Monf. de Lijle hath given, 
was with· a Permiffion of Monf. Ulloa to make Ufe of his Name, as the 
Letter Monf. Ulloa fent teftifies. Where Monf. de Lijle hath not the Li
berty to mention the Name of his Author, he only fays, that there was 
a Perfon equally curious, and as well inftrutted in the Affair as Monf. 

de Ulloa, who affured him pofitively that there was fuch a Relation. 

Though Monf. de Lijle had a particular Syftem to fupport, yet, at 
the fame Time, he had a great publick Character to preferve. Monf. 
Rougier, Mounier, and Ulloa, were living at the Time he gave this Ac
count to the Publick; they would be af}{ed as to what they knew of the 

Affair; and a more particular Inquiry would be made of Monf. de Lijle, 

as to the Information he received from the namelefs Perfon ; and as 
there were feveral of his Countrymen who did not adopt his Syftem, a 

T.rip in this Affair, as to the Evidence he brings in Support of the Au
thority of this Account of de Fonte, would have given them an Advan .. 
-tage which they would not have neglected, and have done J uftice to the 
Publick, by letting them know there was little of Truth in this Ac
count ; but as no Reflections have appeared, we have no Reafon to 

queftion the Veracity of Monf. de Lifle in this Relation, on any Surmifes 
of Strangers, on no better Authority than meer Opinion, without a 

Jingle Reafon produced in Support of what they infinuate. 

This Letter, when publifhed in 1 708, was confidered only as an Ac
-count that was curious ; was looked on as of no Importance:- and did 

D rF>t 
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not engage the Attention of the Pub lick until the Difcovery of the North
weft .Paffage became the Topick of common Converfation, and would 
have lain, Yvid1ctit having any further Notice taken of it, had not the 

Attempts to difcovct a North-weil: Pa{fage been revived. It is from· 

their being produced in a proper Seafon, that Accounts of this Sort be

come permanent, affifting in fame favourite Defrgn, being thus ufefuL 
they are preferved from Obfcurity and Oblivion. We have an Account,. 

the Author Captain Don Francifco de Seixas,. a Captain in theSpanijh Navy, 

and is frequently quoted by the Spanijh vVriters, though he is little known 

amongil: us.-He fays, P.71. ' 'I'homas Peche, an Englijhman, having been 
' at Sea twenty-eight Years, and made eight Voyages to the Ea.ft-Indies 
' and China during fixteen Years of that Time, fpent the other twelve in 
' Trading and Piracies in the Weft-Indies, from whence he .returned t? 
' Englandrin 1669; and, after continuing. th~re four Years, in 1673, 
' with other Companions, fitted out at the Port of Bri.ftol one Ship of 
' five hundred Tons, with forty-four Guns, and two light Frigates of 
~ on~ hundred and fifty Tons, and in each eighteen Guns, giving out 

' tha~ he was bound on a trading Voyage to the Canaries; whence they 

' bore away with the three V dfels, and went through the Streight Le 
' Maire, with two hundred and feventy Men, which he carried direclly
• to trade at the Moluccas and. Philippinas. 

' And after rnnti}rning. in thofe Parts twenty-:fix Months and fome 
' Days, it appearing to the faid ':rhomas Peche that from the Philippinas 
' he could return to England in a ihorter Time by the Streight of Anian 
' than by the Eaft or Streight Magellan, he determined to pafs this 

' Rout with his large Ship, and one finall one, the oth~r having lo{l 

' Company by bad Weather, or worfe Defign in thofe who com.

' mantled it. 

' And having, as he fays, failed one hundred' and twenty Leagues 

' within the Streights of Anian, relates, that as the lVIonth of Oclober 
' was far advanced, in which the norc~1cdy V-/ i11cls reign much,. and drove 

' the vVaters from the North to the South, tlut the Currents of the faid 

' Streight of Anian were fuch, and fo ftreng, that liad they continucc! 

' longer they mufc, ,vithout Doubt, have been loft; wherefore, finding· 

it nece!fary to return back, failing along the Coaft of California ( after 

' having failed cu of the Channel of ./1niiJn) an.J thc·fe of New Spai;z 

an,i 
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' and Peru, he went through ·the Streight of !Vlczg-ellcm i11~0 the ~"fortI1 

' Sea in fixteen Hundred and feventy-ieven, with the Veffels a:1d nn::-h 

' Riches, great Part whereof was of a Spanijh Velfel which they took on 

' the Coafr of Lugan.' 

vVherefore paffing over all the reft of what the Author fays in h;s 

Voyage, only mentioning what regarded the Currents, he relates, that 

when he entered into the Streight of Anian he found, from Cape Aicnclo-

cino in California, for above twenty Leagues within the Channel, the 

Currents fet to the N. E. all which and much more the Curious will find 

in the Voyage of the faid 'I'homas Peche, _which in fixteen Hundred and 

ieventy-nine was printed in French and Englijh, in many Parts of Hol

land, France; and England, in lefs ·than twenty Sheets ~1arto: And 

(he adds) further I can affirm, that 1 have feen the Author many Times 

m the Year eighty-two, three and four in Holland, who had along 

with him a Spanijh Meftize born in the Philippinas, together with a 

Chinefe. 

It can fcarce be imagined the Whole is without Foundation, though 

no fuch Voyage is at prefent to be come at, ·seyxas publifhing his Work 

foon after the Publication by Peche, to which he particularly refers:> 

feems to obviate all Doubt of his Sincerity ; and there are too many 

Circumfi:ances, which are collateral Evidence, mentioned, to imagine he 

could be entirely deceived. He publiihed his Work at Madrid in fix

teen Htmdred and eighty-eight, dedicated to the King, as Prefident in 

his Royal Council of the Indies, and to the Marquis de les Vele'z ; the 

Work intituled, 'I'heatro Naval Hydographico de Los Fluxos, &c. Thi3 

Account was received as a true and faithful Relation of a Voyage 

performed, as it was publi{hed in various Languages; yet tL~ V{ ant of 

this Account is a Particular, fome Reafon for Exception with us, that we 

cannot receive it as a Certainty. And we are more fufpiciotlS as to the 

Truth of any Accounts that we have received relating to the North

weft Part of America, than to any other Part of the Globe. Our Opin~cm 

being in a great Meafure influenced by the Syftem we embrace, as, 

\Vhether there is · a North-weft Paffage, or not? And for this Reafon 

only, no Part of the Globe hath more engaged the Attention of rhe Geo

grJ.phers, and with refpc.:1: to which they- had more different Opinions. 

D2 T~fu 
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Thofe whofe Opinion it was that .Ajia and .America were contig,uous, 

had, for many Years, their Opinion rejected, but now confirmed _to .be 

true by the Rujfian Difcoveries; and we may conclude. they had a good 
Authority for what they advanced, which was not tranfmitted dowrt to 

us, as they had fuch an Aif urance of what they had advanced, as they 

fuppofed there could never be the leaft Doubt of it. Thofe who ad

vanced that there was Paifage between the /ltlantick and Southern Ocean, 

·by a Streight in the Northern and W eftern Parts of America, and very 

likely on a good Authority, have their Opinion oppofed, all Accounts 

-0f Voyagers treated as fabulous, and for the fame Reafon that the Opi
,nion of Afia and America being contiguous was rejected, as they could 

produce nothing further for it than Tradition, and as to which the Tra
dition now appears to have had its Foundation in Truth. Soon after 
America was difcovered, and the Spaniards had fettled in New Spain,. 
the Report of there being a Streight prevailed, the Truth of -this Re
port hath not been difproved, and we have no juft Reafon to reject this 

Tradition for pofitive Affertions which are produced without any Evi
dence, but that our Attempts have not fucceeded. Which is an Inference 

deduced from a falf e Principle, for our not having had the expected Suc

cefs hitherto, doth not imp1y that we may not fucceed hereafter, as we
proceed in our future Attempts ; and all that hath been faid, as to there 
-heing no North-weft Paffage, is not adequate to the Tradition of there 
being fuch a Paifage. This Tradition is alfo fupported by a few Ac-
counts, which we reject too abfolutely. Thefe Accounts are given by 
various Perfons, at different Times, without any Concern, Connection,, 
or even Acquaintance the one with the other; which Accounts ihew 
that the Opinion of their being fuch a Streight prevailed. Thefe Ac
counts were given by Foreigners; we could not receive them from any
other, as we did not frequent thofe Seas, and at prefent have no ready 

Accefs to them~ And as it was but occafionally that any Perfons went 

into thofe Parts, it is but by a few Perfons only we could receive any 
Information refpeB:ing thereto. Nor could -we attain fuch Information 

as we have in another Manner, than from what our own Countrymen 
accidentally pic!<-ed up, as a regular Publication of fuch Account was 

not permitted,_ and as fome thought themfelves interefted to keep the 

moft material Part a Secret, in hopes to turn it to Advantage,. by being 
employed, or receiving a Gratuity for their Difrovery. And Allowances 

fuould 
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.fuould be made, without declaring a Perfon immediately too credulous, 

who reports what he hears only in Converfation from another; he may, 

in fuch Converfation, omit many Circumftances which it would have 

.been neceffary for him to be informed of, in order to give that Satif

facl:ion to others to whom he reports this Information, which he himfelf 

received of the Truth of what was related to him at the Time of the Con

verfation. And we have no Reafon to cenfure thof e a~ too ctedulous 

·who have publifhed thefe Accounts, until we get a more perfect In

formation as to the North-weft Parts of America, which at prefent re

main unknown. A Dif pute arifes as to the Situation of fuch a Streight; 

and Accounts given by Indians are produced to prove that the Streight 

cannot ·be in foch a Part, where it is fuppofed to :be fo far to the 

Southward as to have its Entrance from the South Sea, in Latitude 

51 ; whereas, on a little Examination, it would appear that thofe In-

.di ans, whofe Accounts are produced, are alll)oft equal Strangers as to 

thofe Parts with the Europeans. They do not feek inhofpitable Coun-

. tries, where there is little Produce, no Plenty of Fuel, .great and fre

,quen t Waters, Mountains and Swamps, having no Inducement from 

Trade or on Account of War, as they would not go into thofe Parts _to 

feek their E,nemy, whom, -with lefs Hazard and a greater Certainty of 

finding them, they could attack when returned from their Summer hunt

ing and fi{hing to their Retirements, where they live more comfortably 

than in thofe Parts into which, by Neceffity, they are obliged to go on 

Account of the Chace, as they could not otherwife fubfift themfelves 

and Families. And on due Examination it will appear all the Accounts 

-we have ~rom the Indians are erroneouily made ufe of, to evince that 

there is no. Streight in the Part that is contended for. Inftead of too 

fevere a Cenfure on the Credulity of others, we ihould be cautious that 

our Diffidence does not lead us into an unreafonable Incredulity, and 

prevent our ufmg fuch Tefiimony as is ptefented to us io candid} y ;,s. 

we ought to do, and prevent our getting a true Infight into an /'.:.ffair 

of fuch Importance ; and the utmoft that can be faid of it is, that it is J 

Point yet undetermined, whether there is a North-weft PaiLge or -not. 

As to the original Letter of de Fonte, we interefl: omfelves in the im

portant Matter it co,ntains, and therefore become more fu ',-picious and 

diffiLltnt) 



( 22 ) 

-cfo-Edentj c1s to its Authenticity, than upon a due Ufe of our Reafon it 
w~ll appear that we ought to be. As we have no Rcafon, as is apparent 
from Y/ Lat hath b~c11 faid, that the original Letter {hould ever come to 
-our Hands ; and if it appear, as we prrx--:·':d, that it i~. rather to be at
t:·ibu~~d. to ineT/lL:ible Accidents, than there not having been fuch · a Let ... -
tcr, th~:t Y/~ cannot ~ttain any particular Info1-r;':1Lion rcfj_)ecting thereto. ... 
If it is coniidercd tlut we have a Publication of· frch Letter, the Defi
ciencies in which . are not, as it \\-ill an_;c~r, any other than the Errors 
of t!-:.e Trnni1ator and Printer. That there ~,,re a great many concurring 
·Circumftances i:1 Support of .and· conformable with what the Letter con
t~ins. And the Account is compofed of fuch Particulars as exceed the In-

_<l uftry and Ingenuity of thofe who employ their Fancy in compofing 
ingenious Fictions. Thefe various Branches of Evidence cannot be re
jecre_d, if we make a fair Judgment in this Matter: There muft be .a

Prepoffeffion from common Fame, a Prejudice from a prior Opinion, 
or an Intereft and Defign to fupport a particular Syftem, that prevents 
our accepting of it, as a Probability next to a Certainty, of this being a 
true Account; and there is. only wanting., to our receiving it abfolutely 
as fuch, that the Copy be produced from which the Tranfiatiori was 
made, or a full and compleat Evidence as to what is become of fuch 
Copy. 

Why we cannot obtain a particular Information as to the original Let
ter of de Fonte, appears from the Account, which fnews that the Court 
of Spain had a fecret Intelligence of this Undertaking. And as that 
Court would not openly declare that they had fuch an Inform~tion, or 
how they intended to defeat the Defi.gn, the Orders fent, and confe
quently the Account of the Execution of thofe Orders, and whatever 
related thereto, would be fecret Papers, and as fuch kept in a Manner 
that few Perfons would have a free Accefs ; and by thofe few who had, 
as the publick Bufinefs did not require it, might never be taken in 
Hand, unlefs they accidentally catched the Eye of fome who was parti
cubrly curious. Thus neglected, in a Century of Time it might not be 
known, if the Subject was revived, where they were depoiited, and be
ing fo fc\v in Number would take up but a finall Space, \Vhich might 
make it difiic;ult to find them. 
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The Politeneis and Civility which prevail in this Age, wili not admit 

of fuch a Complaifance to cu!ious foquirers as to gratify them in that, 

which, in Policy, from good Reafons of State, might as well be omit-· 

ted. There are Inftances of hite Difcoveries being made, as to the 

\Vhole of which, from particular Views, as it is faid, the Curious have 

not been gratified. And if this Expedition of de Fonte was remembered, 
and the Papers relating thereto could be brought to light, it might im

mediately encourage us to proceed on making a further Afrempt for the 

Difcovery of a North-weft Paff age, therefore we can have no Reafon to 

expect the Court of Spain would affift us with what might determine m 

to a Proceeding at which they muft take Umbrage, as we are now be

come the only Power who ihare North America with them, from the 

Adva_ntages that fuch a Difcovery would give us in cafe of a future 

Rupture between the two Crowns ; though our prefent Intention is to 

increafe our Commerce, by opening a Trade to Japan, and carrying on 
a Trade in a more advantageous Manner to Chia.1. 

We cannot be affured, if full Permiffion was giv:en to find thefe P4-
pers, and more particular Pains and Application ufed, than is cufto

mary with People in publick Offices, when the Occafion of the Se2.rc\ 

being to little other Purpofe than fatisfying Curiofity, whether fu~= h 
Search might not be rendered unfuccefsful, by fuch Papers being burnt 

amongft many other State Papers, in the Fire in the Efcz:,·id, tLe com

mon Depofitory for State Papers at that Time. 

If we confider the Changes that have happened, as to tLe Succe(!3on 

to the Crown of Spain, the Changes in the lVIinifrry, .Fcrei[:ners intro

duced into their .fvliniftry, there ml1il: have been rrany·ParticuL~:·s, nc: 

only of this but of other l{inds,. which they are not at prcfr:ri~ Zi..'C/1.:·~~1itcrl 

with, the :rvfiniftry h:i-·,:ing no Occafion to give_ theqlc~ves ary Co:<tm 
about them. Don ONvariz, v1ho w,1.s the JVliniH:cr at t!ii.s Time;, ,1.-as .. 
known to do his Bu.qnefa by Juntas of p~: r:e1.1 lar ~)tc·0li:, as the Re•c-
1utions of Government thereby rcrnJ.:ncd an inviohbl~ Secret, wh1ch 
w.1s not always the C:1fi~ "vhen the Bt~finefs was n1::: . .11;:2,(-'J L:.· Fi__; '.,'.i':k 

. Th 1'" 1 • A , . · · , r. " · Councils. ey a 10 gJ.Ye t,:(.:ff . uvice m a f',it~1,~u!.::r 1\'~annl-rj uy 
· B·11 , · · 1 , d , 1c· · · '] · 1 · · v,ntten 1 ets, VIi11ch \Vere 1ar.ce to tne i.ng, ~.n:.t cvt,·y 1 .:ic.g '~v-~~s 

condt.([cd in .a very myilcrious IVIanncr tLrin~~ t11(; T i11r.:' tL.a 1-:t: -.:i:-~s i1i. 

t~ 
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the Miniilry, contrary to the former Pratl:ice, and which was alfo dif
ufed afterwards. 

If Inquiry hath been made by the moft in~dligent amongft the Spa
niards as to this Expedition, and the Commands of the l\1onarch to make 
Difcovery of thefe Papers, and the Orders relating thereto, have been 
duly executed, but they cannot be found, The Reafons are apparent, 
the Voyage being fcarce fpoke of ,Lt the Time, went foon out of Remem
brance, and whatever may be in private Hands relating thereto, is not 
immediat~ly recollected by the Poffeifors, and the Originals, if not fe
creted or miflaid, are burnt in the Efcurial in the Year 1671, the ufual 
Refidence of the Court, and therefore where this Letter may be fup
pofed to be received and lodged. For the Evidence relative to this 
Account, which the Diftance of Time or other Accidents could not 
deface, yet remains. If de Fonte was Governor or Prefident of Chili, 
from the Nature of his Office it muft appear, amongft fome Records 
or Inftruments of Writing, and we accordingly are informed, that 
there was a Perfon in that Office named Fuente, which is fynominous. 
That we have not more minute Particulars, is by reafon that the Ac
count is from thofe Parts where we have not· a free and ready Accefs 
to_ make our Enquiries, and from a People, excepting a few Individuals, 
who are not very communicative to Foreigners. But where we have not 
laboured under the like Difadvantage, we have found that there was 
cne Gibbons, alfo Shapley, Perfons exaB:ly circumftanced as the Letter 
mentions, upon the Authority of Records, the Tradition of antient 
Men, in thofe Parts where they had lived, and alfo other Accounts, fop
porting the Authenticity of this Letter, as will be fhewn when we pro
ceed to confider of the SubjeB: of the Letter. There is therefore jufl: 
Reafon to conclude, was it poffible to have the like Pains taken in New 
Spain or Perrt, we might meet with Particulars refpecl:ing this Matter, 
which would put the Truth of this Account out of all Doubt ; and 

any Faih1re in the Inquiries there, may be owing. to their not having 
been made with an equal Induftry, and which it is not in our Power 
to procure in thofe Parts fo diftant and inacceffable. 

The Circumftances of the Inhabitants of Boflon, and the neio-hbourino-
b b 

Provinces, during this Period of Time fince the Expedition of de Fonte, have 

ilcen very different, they have not been fobjetl:ed to the like fatalAccidents 
.I 

9 with 
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· with the People of Lima, and that Neighbourhood, who feveral Times have 

had their City laid in Ruins, and almoft entirely depopulated by Earth

quakes, particularly in April 1687, and in the Year I 7 46. The Build

ings becoming an entire Heap of Ruins, and many People periihing, 

muft leffen the Force of Tradition, and affect, in fame fort, the pub

lick Records ; and if the Marine Office was at the Calloa of Lima, the 

Calloa having been twice overwhelmed by the Sea, then there is no 

Reafon to expect from New Spain an authenticated Account of the 

Equipment of this Fleet under the Command of Admiral de F()nte. 

Thofe who argue againft the Authenticity of this Account, muft ad

mit that he was a Perfon of Capacity and Abilities who compofed it, 

and fh:ould affign us fame Reafon, if a Fiction, why a fenfible Perfon 

fhould undertake it, as there could be no Inducement either in Point 

of Reputation or Profit : For, if a Fiction, it is neither entertaining or 

inftructive. Neither can any political Motive be urged for this Under

taking, as the Subject muft then have been treated in a Manner entirely 

different ; fo managed as to fuew that a N orth-w~fi: Paff age was abfo

lutely impracticable, and to let nothing be introduced that would afford 

the le.aft Incitement to Adventurers to come into thofe Parts. But it 

is apparent, that in this Account the Facts are related in a plain and 

fimple Manner, without any Violation of Truth, as they are related 

without any Confideration of their Confequences. The Reprefentations 

made, as to the Tides, as to the different Sorts of Fiib. that came into 

the Waters from W eftward and Eaftward, would have been an Encou

ragement to a further Trial as to a North-weft Paffage, had fuch Ac

count been publiilied; and if the Phrenomena as to the Tides, and the 

Difference as to the Fiili, was not from its communicating with the South 

.Sea, and the Attempt had proved fuccefslefs as to the Difcovery of. a 

North-weft Paffage, yet to countervail, in fome Meafure, that Difap

pointment, there was a ProfpeB: of a lucrative Trade,. in all Appearance 

to be carried on in thofe Weftern Parts where de Fonte is reprefented to 

have been in, with greater Conv.enience than that which had been car

ried on by the Bofton People from the Eaft before and at this Time in 

Jludfon's Bay; and the E,iglifh might be invited, if foccefsful in their 

Trading, to make a Settlement, an Event wi1ich the Spaniards were ap-

E pre~nfi~ 
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prehenfive of, and earneftly defiroQs to .prevent. Thefe are 1Defetl:s 

which the Capacity and Abilities of the Author would not permit him 

to run int~ if he was writing a fictitious Accoun't, as he muft eafily fee 

that fuch Rep ref entations to deJlroy the Notion of a North-weft Paff age, 

and prevent the Englijh fettling there, were abfolutely contrary to his 

Purpofe.. To give a greater Plaufibility to a fictitious Tale, the Scene 

may be laid in diil:ant Parts, by this Means introducing, more fecurely, 

Names and Characters of Perfons as real who never were ; and though 

this Account mentions Perfons who lived at a great -Diftance, and in an 

obfcure Part, yet there were fuch Perfons as the Account mentions. 

Alfo the Period of Time when this Voyage was performed, fo corref

ponds with their Tranfattions, as the Author could fix on no other Pe

riod fo agreeing with the Circumftance of Major Gibbons being fo long, 

.and at that very Time, abfent from home ; and his Abfence can be at

tributed to no other Caufe than his being out on a Voyage. Here is 

more Plainnefs and Confifi:ency than is ufual in Fiction, with fuch a Va

riety of Particulars, and fo circumfi:anced, as would perplex the mofi: 

pregnant Fancy to invent, which can be no Way fo naturally accounted 

for as by admitting that the Letter contains a genuine Account of a 

Voyage made by Admiral de Fonte, not a Forgery to fupport political 

Views; or that it is the Production of a fporting Fancy to contrail: fome 

other Performance, or in order to expofe the Credulous to publick 

Ridicule. 

The Editors of this Letter, whofe Bufinefa it was to know whether 

this Account was authentick, gave an entire Credit to .it as being au

thentick, not only as they affured the Publick in a general Way, and 

with refpeB: to all their Pieces that they fhould publifh, that they would 

only exhibit fuch as were of unqueftionable Authority, but by their an

nexing an Advertifement to the Letter, have given us a particular Af

furance of the Account being authentick ; and we have juft Reafon to 

conclude they could have given us that further Satisfaction we now de

fire; but what they have done was thought by them fu.fficient, as they 

had no Idea of the Importance of the Subject. They cornprehended not 

further of this Account, 'I'han that it contained many curious and unknown 

Difcoveries; and they humbly prefumed, being Strangers to any further 

Merit that it had, that it would not, on that Account, be unacceptable to 

4 th, 
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the Publick. Had this Letter been puhliihed at a Time a North-weft 

Paff age was under Confideration of the Publick, there might be fome 
Sufpici6n that the Editors had fome.forther Defign. But as to a North
weft· Paffage after the Voyage of Captain James., and after the Difcovery 
was entrufted to a. Company, and no Succefs confequent, it was gene
rally received, many Years before this Letter was publifhed, that to 
find f uch a Paff age was a Thing impracticable. The Opinion of there 
being foch a Paffage was treated as a Chimera: And the Affair of a 
North-weft Paff age lay. in a State of Silence and Oblivion near thirty 

Years after the Publication was made. V\' e may. obferve, that there is· 
no Art in the Compofition of this Advertif emen't ; it was inferted by 
Men of Honour and Veracity, who had no other Intention in publifu
ing thefe Memoirs than the Advancement of Science ; who, from their 
general Knowledge, could not be impofed on, and cannot, from their 

known Characters, be fuppofed to hav~ a Defi.gn to impofe on others. 
And what further or other Evidence than that which they have given 
could be expected from the Editors, unlefs they had been acquainted 
with the Importance which the Letter now appears to be of? It was all 
that was at that Time neceffary, as they did not expect that there would. 
be any invidious Imputation of Forgery, for then they would have vin
dicated it from all Suf picion in a more particular Manner than they have 
done. They thought it a fufficient Proof of its Authenticity their re·, 
ceivincr it into their Collection. As to that mean Reflection that this 

b 

Account is a Forgery of fome Englifhman, it _is thoroughly obviated if 
we confider on what a Foundation fuch a Suppofition muft be grounded, 
which is, That fome Englijhman compofed this Account, tranflated it into 
Spanifl.J, th~ugh there were but few and very indifferent Linguifts at that 
Time in England, to be again tranflated by the Editors,, the better to 
impofe on them and the Publick. The Publick is a Name which com
prehends maoy Perfons of Curiofity and Sagacity, for whom chiefly thefe 

Memoirs were publiilied ; and by thefe Perfons, as well as by all others~ 
the Account was received at that Time as genuine, without the leaft 

Suf picion of there being any Fraud or Impofture. 

The principal Object or Defign of the Publication was, that the Ac
count contained a Difcovery made of thofe Parts, as to the Knowledge of 
which the Geographers were at that Tinie very deficient ; and the Editors 

E 2 being 
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being fatisfied as to the Authenticity, all they thought neceff'ary was to 
give a Tranfiation of the Letter. And, from their Avocations to their 
own private Affairs, did not confider it in fo minute a Manner as it re

quired, as is plain .frem their Apology made as to the Stile of the Let
ter, not being alf ogether Jo polite, being wrote like a Man whofe Livelihood 
depended on another Way, and with an .Abundance of Experience; Whereas 
the Politenefs of Stile would have been an abfolute Objection as to the 
Authenticity of the Account. That as it was a Letter wrote by Ad
miral de Fonte to lay before the Court of Spain, what had paffed in the 
Courfe of the Voyage, though de Fonte might exprefs himfelf in pro
per and well chofen Terms, yet he was to ufe a Stile that was natural 
and fimple. On the feveral Lights in which the Editors have been con
fidered, as to the Part which they undertook, it muft appear that they 
are unjuftly reproached with Want of Integrity; they aEted confiftently, 
having no Occafion to fay more with refpect to this Account than they 
have done. Their Neglect was not from Want of Penetration or Defign. 
Their genuine Characters were fuch as they could not fuppofe it would 
be ever fuf pect:ed, that they could have any Inducement to impofe a 
fpurious Account on the Publick. 

Thofe who cenfure this Account of de Fonte as a Cheat and a Forgery 
impofed by fome one on the World, have produced no Evidence from 
Facts, or urged any Thing to fhew the Improbability of this Account; 
as to the Argument they fo ftrongly infift on that the Original was never 
produced, it is highly improbable that the Original ever fuould be pro
duced in thefe Parts ; and there is a Uniformity in the Circumftance 
that a Copy only came to the Hands of the Editors, which turns the 
Argument againft the Objectors. The Sufpicion of there being any 
Deceit or Forgery, hath arofe from there having been different Syftems 
advanced by Geographers ref petting thefe Parts : Thofe in whofe Syftem 
this Account is not adopted have been the Occafion of fuch Sufpicions 
.being raifed, and have given fome Countenance to fuch their Suf picions 
from the imperfect Manner in which this Account hath been exhibited ; 
though that is not to be attributed to the Account in its genuine Drefs, 
but as broken and disfigured by the Tranfiator and Printer. The Glolfes 
and Comments added by the Perfon who took the Copy, and thofe added 
by the Tranflator in Explanation of the Text, are inferted in the fame 

Character, _ 
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Charac\:er, and without any Diftinction from the Text, and thofe by the 
Tranfiator ignorantly introduced. Marginal Notes are inferted as Part 
of the Narration ; Courfes are omitted ; others miftaken from the Tran
flator's Inattention to the Spanijh Compafs ; Dates mifplaced by the Prin
ter : The Tranfiator alfo deviates from the Mode of ExpreHion, and 
renders, in an inaccurate, confufed and obfcure Manner, a very mate
rial Part in this Account. Many of thefe Faults we may attribute to 
Precipitation, from the Tranfiator wanting due Time to ftudy the Let
ter, occafioned by a Perfecution of the Printer, who preffed him to 
finiih that the Printer might compleat his monthly Number, and, from 
the fame Neceffity, the immediate Publication, it may be that the Faults 
of the Prefs are fo many. Such numerous DefeB:s make it evident that 
this Account could never have been originally con.ftructed in this Man
ner; and it is on thefe Defecl:s only that they rely, or from which their 
principal Arguments are drawn to invalidate the Authenticity of this 
Account. They might have perceived that a Relation, fo mutilated 
and impaired, muft have had a more uniform or regular Shape at one 
Titne or other: And the Editors, in their Index, when the Ye8r's N\~rn~ 

hers were compleated, ftile it an original and very entt:,'fein:ng Let/tr of 
Admiral de Fonte, by which they mean for the Curious; and by itili_ng 
it an Original, they are not only to be underftood that it was ne\ er bt'
fore publiihed, but alfo that it was wrote by de Fonte ; whi _ h L ~-: pLl:s 
that they had a Spanijh Account, and of which, as being confiftcn c \Vith 
their Purpofe, they gave only a Tranfiatiori : Alfo the Impreffion (_.+· 1-11e 

.firil: Part, being fo uncorrecl: and full of Faults, the fecond Part more 
correct, and the Mode of Expreffion refumed, !hews that the firfl: Com
pofition is not their own, but that it is a Tranfiation which the Editors 
have given us. The Defects and Imperfections of which being pointed 
out, we fuall comprehend what little Reafon there is to difpute the Au
thenticity of this Account, from the Disfigurements which have pre
vented our feeing it in its proper Shape, and for fufpecting thofe Perfons 
to be Authors of the Fiction who meant well; but their Fault confifted 
in their Inattention to the Tranfiator, who did not therefore give a fuc
cefsfol Conclufion to their good Defign, as by rendering the Account 
obfcure and unintelligible, he afforded Matter for Cavil and Difpute as 
to this Account of the Voyage, whether credible or not, and which a 
juft Tranfiation would have confirmed to be true. 

As 
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As to the Name Bartholomew de Fonte, we· may obferve that when the 

T ranflator can render the Names in the Spanijh by Englifh Names which 
are anf werable thereto, he doth not infert the Spanijh Names, but the 

Englijh. Thus, as to the Ships, he. calls one the King Philip ; but when 

they cannot be rendered by a refembling Denomination in the Englijh, 
and the Name hath its Original from the Latin, he paffes by the new 
Name, or as it is wrote _in the Spanifo, and gives us the antient Name, 
or according to the Latin St. Spiritus, St. Lucia, Ro/aria, for de. Efpiritu 
Santo, Santa Lucia, del Ro/aria. Hath rendered Bartholomew de Fonte, 
Philip de Ronquillo both in Englifh and Latin. From which Manage
ment of the Tranflator, in giving the Name according to the Latin and 
not giving it as it hath been transforme4 or .ch~nged agree:;il:>le to the 
Spanijh Orthography, there is juft Reafon to conclude the Name which 
is here rendered Fonte, was Fuente or Fueptes in the Original. But .jf. it 
was wrote Fonte, it was in the provincial Diaktt, different from the 
Manner of writing the good Vhiters introduced, which did nor.immedi
ately prevail in all Parts alike, but was gradually received. For Inftance, 
they wrote Fuenterabia in Caftile, when the Bifcayners continued to write 
F~nterabia ; and it is as often fpelt the one Way as the other. in our 
Books and Maps. 

Fuente and Puentes are not of one Termination. Fonte or Fuente, in 
the Titles of the Marquis Aguila de Fuente, fo in de Fuente de Almexi, is 
of the fingular Number, or the Title is taken from the Water of Almexi. 
But Fuentes, in the Titles of the Marquis de Fuentes, and .in Conde Fuentes 
de // aide Pero, or of Don Pedro Enriques Conde de Fuentes, expreffes a plu
ral Number, which the Tranfiator, through his Indifference as to the 
Subject which he was employed to tranllate, might not obferve. 

Don Pedro Enriques Conde de Fuentes was raifed to the Honour of beino 
a Grandee by Philip the Third, in the Year 1615, in refpeB: to his grea~ 
Services in the Wars ; was defcended from a Branch of that illuftrious 
Family the Enriques. Nine of which Family were fucceffively Admirals 

of Caflile; and the ninth, Don 'Joan Alonfo Enriques, was in that high 
Poft at the Time of this Expedition. There were Intermarriages be
tween the Families of Enriques and Valafco; and Don Pedro was foe ... 

ceeded in his Eftate and Title by Don Luis de Haro> of the principal 

Houfe 
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Houfe of 17 alafco, and Son-in-.Law to Don Olivarez. Thefe Circum-
ftc1:nces confidered, we have a further Reafon to fuf peel: that the Name 
de Fonte is not dilly rendered by the· Tranfiator, as there is a Confiftency 
in a Relation of the Conde de Fuentes being advanced to be Admiral of 
New Spain and Peru, which coincides with what is reported from .Ne'll..1 
Spain, of the Name being Fuentes of the Perfon who was Prefident of Chili. 
It was alfo apparent that de Fonte .was a Man of Family, from thofe who 
took the refpective Commands under him. Pennelof!a, of whom more 
particular mention is ,made in the Letter: Philip de Ronquillo, feemingly 
allied to 7ohn de Ronquillo, who did confiderable Service in the Year 
161 7, and was Governor of the Philippine Hlands. There was alfo Ron-
quillo a Judge, fent to reduce the Infurgents at the City of. Segovia, in 
the Time of the Civil Wars in Spain. Pedro de Bonardce, who is after
wards called Captain Barnarda: Of him we muft have the leaft to fay; 
and we could not expect to be any Way fuccefsful in our Inquiries from 
this Inaccuracy. He feems not to have had fo diftingui.fhed an Alliance 
as the others, and employed on this Expedition on the Account of his 
Abilities, being allotted to a Se~ice not like that of Pennelojfa, or Ron
quillo, difagreeable in refpect to the Climate, fatiguing and hazardous. 
That he was a Gentleman by his Defcent, is evident from his being 
named de Bonardt:e. 

The ~panijh Fleet was but in a mean Condition at the Conclufion of 
the Miniftry of the Duke of Lerma; but when an Expedition was fee 
out to recover St. Salvador in the Year 1626, was much improved; the 
Porlttguefe had twenty-fix Sail, but the Spanijh Fleet were now numerous. 
It doth not appear that the Fleets from Lijbon, when Portugal was un
der the Crown of Spain, were fent otherwhere than to the Ea.ft Indies, 
Brazil, and the Perlieus ; and thofe from Old Spain, that failed from 
Cadiz, went to New Spain, and the Ifiands under that Dominion. In 
the Year 1596, when Sir Francis Drake took Cadiz, he burnt the Fleet 
that was lying there bound for Mexico; and Mr. Gage, in the Year 
162 5, failed with a Fleet of fixteen Sail, all for Mexico, and to the 
W efl Indies ieventeen Sail, befides eight Galleons for a Convoy, all 
under two Spanifh Admirals. 

The 
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The Inconfiftency that de Fonte, a Portugueze, .fhould be in fuch a 
Poft as Admiral of New Spain, a great Objection to the· Authenticity of 
this Account, is removed by the Obfervations that have been made as 
to the Name de Fonte, by which it appears that he was not a Portugueze, 
and their having Sea Commanders, Spaniards by Birth, with whom they 
could fupply the principal Pofts in the Marine, without being under the 
Neceffity of applying to Portugal for Perfons qualified to fill thofe 
Stations. 

As to de Fonte being afterwards Prefident of Chili, it is meant of the 
A.udienu of Cbili, fubordinate to the Vic_eroy of Peru. 



R E M A R K s 
ON 

The L E T T E R of Admiral D E F O N T E~ 

T HE Viceroys of New Spain and Peru, having Advice from the 

Court of Spain, and not from the Court and the Council of Spain; 

which latter is the common Form of Expreffion ufed in any Matter 

which had been under the Confideration of the Supreme Council of the 

Indies, implies that fuch Advice muft have proceeded from the Secret 

Council, or from the King through his Minifter, that the Defign of 

the Equipment of the four Ships, and the Attempt of the Induftrious 

Navigators from Bofton might remain a Secret. 

The Appellation of Induftrious Navigators was conformable to the 

Characters of Gibbons and Shapley. Sir 'l'homas Button, in the Extract 

which there is from his Journal, gives Gibbons a great Eulogium as to 

his being an able Navigator; and this was the Character of Shapley 

amongft his Cotemporaries. 

The Court of Spain knew that this Attempt to difcover a Pa:lfage 

between the At!antick and the Weflern Ocean, was intended by the North

ward and W eftward ;- and though they allude to all the Attempts to 

make fuch Difcovery ,vhich had been at any Time made, by mention

ing the feveral Reigns in which any· fuch Attempts were r11ade, yet they 

hint more particularly, that they expect this Attempt will be by I--ludfon's 

Bay, as they mention exprefiy in their Advice the two Voyages of Hud-

fon and James. For ,Yhat is here faid, 'I'hat the fcveral AtNmpts, &c. is 

a Recital from the Advice frnt by the Court to the Viceroys, or from 

rbe Orders that de Fonte received. 

F This 
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This Expedition from Bojlon particularly commanded the Atte»tion:l 
of the Court of Spain, as Captain James had not abfolutely denied there 

was- a North-weft Paffage; and Fox, though not mentioned here, had 

publifued an Account in 16 3 5., by which he had pofitively declared 

that there was a North-weft Paff age ; and Sir 'Thomas Button, wllo kept 

his Journal a Secret, was very confident of a Paffage,. and is faid to 

have fatisfied King James the Firft. The Death of his Patron Prince 
Henry prevented his being fitted out again. Gibbons, his Intimate, had 
made the Voyage with him; Afterwards had made a fecond Attempt by 
himfelf, but loil: his Seafon by being detained in the Ice~r And now, 
though a married Man, had a Family, a Perfon in Truft and Power: 
where he refided,., engages in a third Attempt from Bojlon ... 

<J'befecond, third, and fourth rear of the Reign of King Charles refers 
folely to th~ Voyage of Captain James; to the Time he was .engaging 
Friends to fit him out; and the Time when fuch Voyage was concluded on. 
As the Englijh ufed the ]ulian, and the Spaniards the Gregorian ·Account, 
thefe.TranfaEtions which refer to Captain ]ames's Expedition, could not 
be made to coalefce as to the Time, from the Difference there was be
tween ~hefe two Computations, in any other Manner than by putting 
the Year of the King of England's Reign.. As King Charles began his 
Reign the 27th of March 162 5, two Days after the Commencement 
of the Year, according to the Julian- Account,, and the fecond Year of 
his Reign would not begin until the 27th of March I 62 6, two Days 
alfo after that Year commenced, but according to the Gregorian Ac .. 
count, the Year 1626 began in ]anuary; from the 1ft of January to 
the 27th of March, the Year 1626, according to the Gregorian Account, 
would corref pond with the firft Year of the Reign of King Charles. As 
to this Expedition from B oft on, it is mentioned to be in the Year 16 3 9, 

and in the fourteenth Year of the Reign of King Charles ; but the Year 

. I 6 39, according to the Julian Account, is the fifteenth Year of that 
King's Reign ; but according to the Gregorian Account, the Year 1 6 3 9 
correfponds from January to March with the fourteenth Year of that 
King's Reign. 

The Times mentioned in this Letter do not refer to the Times when 
the Voyages were actually fet out on, but when undertaken or ref~Ived 

2 en, 
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on, as it is expreffed in the Letter, undertaken by fome induftrious Na .. 
vigators from Bofton. Captain James did not fail until the Year one 
Thoufand fix Hundred and Thirty-one, not getting the King's Protec-
tion early enough in one Thoufand fix Hundred and Thirty, to proceed 
.that Year, or in the fourth Year of the King's Reign. That is, he did 
not get it early enough in Spring to be ready by the latter End of 
}.!Jareb, as he muft have been to proceed that Year ; fo the fourth Year 
of the King well agrees with this Proceeding. And de Fonte did not fail 
until one Thoufand fix Hundred and Forty, which was a Year after the 
Court of Spain had received Intelligence of fuch Undertaking from Bofton .. 
Which they would uf e the firft Opportunity to tranfmit to New Spain ; de 
Fonte therefore had at leaft fix Months for the Equipment of the four 
Ships to go on this Expedition; a Time fofficient, in fo fine a Climate, 
.and every Thing that_ was neceffary to be done was enforced by Orders of 
the Crown. Had this Equipment been executed in a much fmallerSpace 
.of Time, there would have been nothing fo admirable in it: There
.fore the O}?jecl:ion, as to the Impoffibility that Ships fuould be fitte~ be
tween the Time the Court received this Information., and their failing. 
drops .to .the Groun~ 

lt is not any way ftrange that this Defign, as it appears to have been, 
was made known to the Court of Spain the Year before that it was fet 
.out on ; as that Court ·entertained a continual J ealouf y of thefe Under· 
takings, as is apparent from their fending V eifels to intercept Davis ; 
-:their having Informations as to Captain James's Voyage alfo, and the 
Confequences of it, as may be collected from this Letter .. 

Major General Gibbons, if he had not the King's Protection, yet he 
had Friends at the Court of England who made Application for him to 
be Captain of the Fort at Bofton, and one of the Council, the latter End 
of the Year one Thoufand fix Hundred and Thirty-eight, or in the Begin
ning of the Year one Thoufand fix Hundred and Thirty-nine. That the 
moil: fecret_ Affairs of the Court were at that Time betrayed, I believe 
will be admitted, and the Secret of his defigned Attempt might be known, 
by his applying for Leave of Abfence from his Poft during the Time that 

he fuould be engaged in this Undertaking. Or the Perfons with whom he 
F 2 cor-



corref ponded in England might be apprized of his intended Voyage, a~ 
he could not, at that Time of Day, be fupplied with every Thing that 

was neceffary thereto in America ; and as he intend_ed to trade, he would 

be for procuring his Goods from England. By fome of thefe Means pro

bably his Defign perf pi red, and was fecretly and unexpectedly, tranfmit
ted to the Court of Spain. 

There are feveral Reafons to be affigned why both Viceroys fhould 
be informed, not only the Viceroy of Peru, in whofe Diftrict the Ships 
were to be fitted, but the Viceroy of Ne,,e; Spain alfo. That if a Pa.ffage 
was 1-r.ac:.~ by any other \Vay than where the Ships were to be ftationed 

to intercept the B oJlon Iv1eD, or they accidentally paffed fuch Ships, the 
Viceroys might order a Look-out alfo to be kept. And fuch a. Provifion 
being made, it would be fcarce po.ffible, if a Paffag~ was obtained, that the 
Bojlon People .fhould get clear out of thofe Seas, and not fall into the 
Hands of the Spaniards. Another Reafon is, that fuch Particulars as de 
Fonte was to put in for on the Coaft of Mexico might be ready, that de 
Fonte might not meet with the leaft Delay, as fuch Delay might occafion 
the Difappointmem of his Defign .. 

The Letter proceeds,. ' Upon which, I Admiral de Fonte, received 
,_ Orders from Spain and the Viceroys to equip four Ships of Force .. ' 
Thefe Words,. upon which, I underftand not to allude to the Advice 
given the Viceroys,. but refer to the Attempt intended from Bofton, and 
as to which he had received his Orders from Spain. But from the Vice
roys he received Orders only as to the Equipment of the four Ships, as 
Orders of that N at.ure would regularly proceed from them. If it was_ 

otherwife, and he had alfo received his Orders from them,. containing 
Inftrucl:ions as to the Conduct of his Voyage, he would have made his 
Report to the Viceroys as to the Manner in which he had conducted his 
Voyage, and they would have reported it. to the Court. 

De Fonte mentioning the Viceroys fo fimply· and plainly, without any 
ref pectfol or diftinguifhing Additions, is an Inftance that this Letter w;s· 
wrote to the Court of Spain, it not being proper, in a Letter fo ag
dreifed, to mention the Viceroys in any other Manner; and as it is alfo 

evident from the Expreffion, I .ddmiral de Fonte, that he did not write 

this. 
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this Letter in his private Capacity, but as an Admiral, therefore this 

Letter could not be otherwhere addrefied than to fuch Court, to tranf

mit an Account how he had executed thefe Orders, which he had 

received immediately from Spain. 

De Fonte mentioning that the Advice which the Viceroys received was 

from the Court of Spain, and that the Orders he received were from Spain, 

carries a Diftincrion with it as though the Advice and the Orders we!'"e 

not tranfmitted from the fame Perfons. Thofe who tranfo1itted the. Ad

vice to the Viceroys were not feemingly in the Secret, as to the pani.:. 

cular Orders or Inftrucrions which were fent to de Fonte, as to the Man

ner in which he was to conduct his Voyage. It was the Province of the 

Admiral of Caftile, who was ftiled Captain General of the Sea, who was 

fubject to no Controul but the King's, to iffue all Orders relative to 

maritime Affairs, and therefore de Fonte's Orders might come from him .. 

Or otherwife thefe Orders were immediately tranfmitted by the Conde d'e 

Olivarez, who was on ill Terms with the Admiral, and regarded no 

Forms, under the Sanction of the Favour he had with the King, whom 

he influenced to authorize all .his Meafures. It is alfo confiftent with tne 

Conduct of Don Olivarez that this Affair fhould be managed in this 

Manner, who was always myfterious, confided in his own Judgment, 

fingular in his Manners, and therefore was called a Lover of Projecl::s, 

and fuppofed a meer Vifionary in fome of them. He did not want for 

Perfons of the greateft Abilities to affift him, and the Accuracy with which 

the Orders are compofed that were fent to de Fonte, (as may be collected 

from the Manner in which the Voyage is conducted, and in which it 

cannot be fuppofed de Fonte was left to his Difcretion) is an Inftance 

there had been no Vv ant of the Afiiftance of able, fagacious and expe-. 

rienced Perfons in the compofing of fuch. Orders and Inftrucrions .. 

The Defign-of this introductory Part is to fhew the Proceedings·in this 

Affair previous to his Voyage; that the Advice was received, and the 

Orders fubfequent were obeyed;· and it is drawn with peculiar Care and 

a Concifenefs which -would be cenfured in a Voyage Writer, but is ufed 

with the greatefi: Propriety on this Occafion. 

The Names of the Ships are agreeable. to the Manner that the Spa

niards name theirs; and by Ships of Force is not meant either theii.:, 

Caracks or Galeons, but Country Ships, which the Equipment feems to 
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imply, made defenfible againft any Attacks of the Natives, ·arid to forve 
nothing to fear from · the Bofton Men, and thefe Ends could be ob
tained in Veffels which. had no, great Draught of Vv ater, as the Rive-rs 

they were_ to pafs .. up and the Lakes required, and of a Tonnage fuitable 
to -thofe Northern Seas, therefore. de Fonte only expreffcs their Names, 
and th~ir Commanders, fays nothing of their Rates. 

· I).e Fonte,. in his Courfe from the .Callao of Lima, and in all his fub

fequent Courfes through the Voyage, computes his Diftance after the 
Marine Manner, from that Land from where he takes his Departure to 
the Land made when he enters a I-Iarbour, or the Termination of the 
Land which makes fuch Harbour. to Seaward ; and here. takes his· De
parture from. the extreme. Part of the Callao of Lima, · which is in the 

Latitude 11° 5' -S. _Longitude 80° 3,9' .W. and from which to St. Helena, 
being North of the Bay of Guiaguil, in Lat. ·2° 5' S. Long. 84° 6' Vv. is 
two hundred Leagues;_ and there is no Fault in the· lmpreffion, as hath 
been fu_ppofed. Though thefe Words, on the-North Side pf the Bay of 
Guiaguil feem to be. an Interpolation. 

The Diftance faid to be run 'between the-Callao of Lima and St. He
lena is not reconcileable with .the_Accounts publifhed by Dampier, 'fVood 
Rogers, or the Accounts, in .$eneral, .excepting with .a Copy of a Spanifh 
Manufcript, of. the.Latitudes .M.J.d Longitudes of the moft noted Places 
in the S0;uth Seas, corrected '.from the .lateft Obfervations, by Manuel 
Monz,._Pri_eto, Profeffor_of Arts in Peru, whofe Computation of Longi
tude is from th,e _ Meridian of Paris ; but he fixes Lima at full eighty 
Degrees. I ufe .P.rieto's Tables in thi:,, and principally in all my fobfe
quent Compµtations, though de Fonte no where mentions the Longi ... 
tude in this ~Letter, as he only regards the Difference of the Meri
dian qf Lima. And it by no Means invalidates but favours the Authen
ticity qf this Account, that de Fonte difrers in his Computation from the 
Englifo, and French Accounts at, and after thofe Times., which alfo differ 
fromeach other, as they only ranged .. alon.g the :.Coafts of thofe Sea~, 

judged _of _their Diftances according "tO .t_heir Journals, and muft have 
made ma~y vague Obfervations, as to the Latitude of Places, by In
fpection of ._the Land from Sea, and which Land they might not cer

;tain~y know.o Xh.e.ir beft Direccions they got from Manufcript Jqurnals, 

or 
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c.t"' Se~ W aggoners, compofed for their own U fe by Coafteri. But the 

navigating of the King's Ships were better provided for in this ref peel:; 

and we may well iit-ppofe that de Fonte was not1 on this Occafion, defi,.. 

cient in Artifts well verfed in the Theory as well as the. Practice of Na

vigation, .and under this Character of an Artift we may . confider Par-

1,tentiers . . The Truth, as to the Latitude, once fixed is; nc, variable by 

Time; and in this refpect: de Fonte and Prieto muG: agi(e, thougl1 a 

Century between the Time of their Compµtations. 

The Expreffion, ' anchored in the Portof St. Helena (in Spanijh, ·santa 

' "Elena) within the Cape,' hath fomething more. parci-:ub·.· in it. than 

appears on a tranfient View. The Point of St. Helena is thus defcribed 

in the failing Direftions in the AtlasMaritimus, puhliJhed in -172.8. 'The 

' ·Point itfelfis high, but as you come: nearer in there is .a lower Point 

' ·runs out fharpening towards the Sea.' . And there are two difl:inct An

' chorages within this Port, one within the lower Point; here V effels ride 

' without. Shelter, and amongft Banks and.Shoals. - Under. the high 

' Land, .t~ere is the other Anchorage, deep Water, -and fecure riding.' 

Under this high Land, being called. the .. Port. within the Cape, is a Di

ftinc1:ion which I do· not find 1nad~ ... by the Voyage Writers, or in any 

otlier of the failing Directions for thefe Parts that I have feen; and de 

Fonte particularly mentions, . as. it may be fuppofed,, being in Confor

mity with his lnftrucl:ions. 

De Fonte taldng· in the Betumen muft have been in purfuance of· his' 

foH:ructions, and. there provided for him by Order of the Viceroy. 

That which follows, called vulgarly Tar, &c. feems to be·;an· Interpo

lation, or additional Comment, though not diftinguiihed .. as·· fuch ; and 

it may be obferved here- is a different Mode of Expreffion, and a Want 

of that Concifenefs which apparently precedes. If with thefe Words took 

a Qg,antity of Betumen, we connect on the 10th we pajfed the Equinoftial, 

then that Concifenefs and Simplicity of the Narration i~ preferved. It 

i3 inconfiftent that de Fonte fhould inform the Court, that it was not for 

Want c·f Tar that he put into this Port, and that he did not procure 

this Betumen to ufe inftead of Tar, but to make Ufe of it as Medicine. 

The takino- the Betumen aboard fufficiently intimated his Compliance 
O· 
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with his Inftrucrions. The Expreffion, we took it in for Medicine, hath 
fomething particular in it, feems to be a Note or Memorandum added 
by fame Perfon who made the Voyage, to inftrucl: a Friend for whom 
he made, or to whom he gave, a Copy of this Letter. 

The one Degree feven Minutes of Latitude is mif placed, Cape St.' 
Francifco being by no Geographers or Voyage Writers placed in that 
Latitude; the one Degree feven Minu~tes is the Latitude of the River 
St. Jago, and which Prieto lays down in one Degree eight Minutes. 

As to the Courfes and Diftances eighty Leagues N. N. W. and twenty
-five Leagues E. and by S. which were placed in the Margin in the firft 
Edition, but are .fince crept into the Text. N. N. W. is a Courfe en
tirely contrary, and inftead of one there is two Courfes, North and 
North Eaft, and which two Courfes are confiftent with the E. and by S. 
Courfe twenty-five Leagues, as that Courfe will then terminate in the 
Latitude and Longitude of the River Jago. This Error of North Weft 
for North Eaft may be accounted for by remarking, that in the Spanijh 
Compafs North Eaft and North Weft are rendered Nord Efle and Nord 
Oefle: The Omiffion .of.the O in efle is a Fault which may be commit-
:ted even by a careful Tranfcriber, or may be a Miftake in the Tranila
tor, for \Vant of due Attention to the Compafs. 

In the Paffage from St. Helena he would keep the Coaft aboard, for 
the Benefit of a fair and freili \Vind, and which he would have without 
any Interruption from the Land Breezes, and by .ftanding N. W. to 
clear the Iflands of Solango and Paita, and then ftand North Eafi:erly 
would form a North Courfe of -one Hundred a11d Thirty-two Miles, or 
forty-four Leagues, and then be off Cape Paf!ao, in N. Lat. 8,,. Long. 
8 3° 59' ·,v. and well in with fuch Cape, as it is evident he was from 
the Expreffion in the Letter by the Cape del Paffeo with a North Eaft 
Courfe, thirty-fix Leagues, they would be in Lat. 1° 2 3' North, Long. 
8:2° 50', and fo have paffed Cape Francifco, N. Lat. 50'., Long. 82° 5:5·, 
.and with an Eafi: and by South Courfe twenty-five Leagues, would be in 
~the Lat. 1 ° .8', Long. 8 1 ° 36', the Latitude and Longitude of the River 
,;BJ.. Jarro.. 
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There was not fuch a Provifion Country, it appeats from later ,Ac-. 
counts, on any Part of the Coaft between this and Lima; nor could the 
Ships be any where brought up with greater Safety : St. Helena is de
fcribed as a poor and barren Part of the Country. 

The Health of his People, liable to fcorbutick Diforders in the nor
thern Climates whither he was going, was an Object that muft be at
tended to, in order that the Voyage fuould meet with the dcfired Suc
cefs. Therefore after the Betumen, he recruits what he had confumed of 
his frefh Provifion in his run from Lima, and lays in a great additional 
Store, as is apparent if we confider that their Confumption in this re
f peel: is not proportionable to ours, from their Mode of dreffing it. And 
we may judge from having fo great a ~1antity of Fowl ready, wi~h 
Goats and Hogs, the People had received Orders to be thus provided 
againft the Ships Arrival; the Sailors would be a great Affiftance 
in curing the Provifions, the Flefh as well as the Fifh, and would do 
it in the moil: fuitable Manner for the Sea Service; a Number of 
Hands, gave an Expedition fo as the Provifions would not be fpoiled 
by the Heat of the Sun ; and his Victualling detained de Fonte four 
Days. 

Six A1iles and a half, or the Left Hand the RiiJer is ,za,vigr:U~ for fnzall 
Yejfels, and all that follows feems by Way of Comment, and to be a 
f purious Interpolation, as alfo, which are there wild and in plenty. 

, The 16th of April we failed from the River of St. Jago to the Port 
, and Town Raleo, 320 Leagues W. N. W. a little wefterly, in about 
, 11 Decrees 14 Min. of N. Latitude, leaving Mou!lt St. Miguel, &c.' 

The Point of Yeaxos, or the Sandy Strand, in Lat. 1 1 ° 5 8', Long. 

93° 31', which covers the Port of Ralco ( or Realejo) is three Hundred 
and twenty Leagues from the River St. Jago; but the Courfe N. 4.7° 
30',vV. or N. W. almoft ~ ~rnrter VVeft, and by the Expreffion a lint, 
WeLl:erly, the W. N. W. feems to mean, he fteered firft V/efl: from the 
River St. Jago, until he made the higli Land, and then 1\ orth-\i.Tfl-, 
a little vVefl:erly. 
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:Between l\1ount Miguel and Point Cazarnina ( rightly Cc,rrn:intt) is the 

Entrance in the Bay of Amapalla, which is to the Northward of the 

Port of Rudcj1) ; therefore the leaving l\t1ount St. lvliguel on th~ Lar
board, &c. being an abfolute Contradiction to de fonte entering the Port 
of Rectli:jo, is an Interpolation and not inferted by the Perfon who wrote 
the Letter, but a Comment very injudicio\.lily added by V{ ay of Expla
nation. From this Circumftance the Truth of my Affertion appears, 

as to there being Glo.fTes and Comments added to the original Text, 

and that I had good Reafon to believe feveral Places in the preceding 
Part of this Account to be Interpolations added by Way of Comment. 

The great Ships that ~re built in New Spain are built in Raleo is dif
pofed in the Margin in the firft Edition; but in all the fubfequent Edi
tions hath crept into the Text. We may fuppofe the W. N. W. Courfe 

hath crept into the Text in the firft Edition to make room for this 
Comment; as may be judged from the Courfe between St. Helena and 

St. Jago being placed in the Margin : And there is an apparent Rea
fon for the Courfe and Diftances being fo placed, fo~ when inferted m 

the Text, they interrupt the Attention; and as the Courfes and Di
ftances were all that was neceffary to be mentioned, the Latitudes have 
been fince added by fame injudicious Perfon.-The Latitude of P aj/ao,_ 
of Cape St. Francifco, is not mentioned, and the Latitude of Raleo is 
wrong, which the Courfe and Diftance !hews, and its Latitude is in 
moH: Maps agreeable to the Courfe and Diftance here given. The Run, 
allowing de Fonte eight Days, would be but one hundred Miles in 
twenty-four Hours, which is very moderate going. Nor can there be 
any Objection, as to the Trnth of this Account, fro111 the Time that de 
Fonte is failing between the Callao of Lima to St. Helena, from St. He

lena to St. Jago. 

All that belongs to the original Letter I take to be this, The 16th of 
April we failed from the River St. Jago to the Port and Town of Raleo; 
here we bought (which probably might as well be rendered procured) 
fo\1r long well-failed Shallops, built exprefs for failing, riding at An

chor, &c. The 320 Leagues W. N. W. a little Wefterly, I fuppofe to 

have been placed in the Margin. 
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lt cannot be fuppofed that Boats fo fitted, and four of them, could 
be procured in fo fmall a Time as de Fonte il:aid here, it implies they 

were previouOy provided before that he arrived, to be ready at the Ar
rival of the Ships. 

' The '26th we failed from Raleo for the Port of Saragua, or rather of 
' Salagua, within the IO-ands and Shoals of Chamily, 480 Leagues 
' N. W. and by Weft, a little Wefterly ~rom Raleo. From the Town 
' of Saragua, a little Eaft of Chamily at Saragua, and from Compoflilo in 
' the Neighbourhood of this Port, ·we took in a Mafter and fix Mari
' ners accuftomed to trade with the Natives for Pearl the Natives 

' catched on a Bank in 19 Degrees of Latitude North from the Baxos 
' of St. Juan in 24 Degrees of North Latitude, 20 Leagues N. N. E. 
' from Cape Saint Lucas, the South-eaft. Point of California.' 

The Point of reaxos is ~aid down in Lat. 11 Deg. 58 Min. Long. 
9 3 Deg. 3 i Min. and with a Courfe North-weft and by \Veft, a little 
Wefterly, Diftance four Hundred and eighty Leagues, de Fonte would be 
at the IOands of Chiametlas, in Lat. 22 Deg. 10 Min~ Long. 114 Deg~ 

29 Min. 

The Pott bf Saragua, or rather of Saiag'ua (which is properly Zuela-
-gua) is thus defcribed. '· The Mount of Sant 'Jago is in the Port of 
' Zuelagua. There are two very good Harbours which have good an. 
' choring Ground, and will hold a great many Ships, by reafon they are 

, great and are called the Galleta~. On the North-weft Side of the faid 

' Bay is another very good Port, which is called likewife the Port of 

' Zuelagua~ You will find ih it a River of freih Water, and feveral Plan
' tations. At the Sea Side is a Pathway that leads to the Town of Zz!e
' lagua, being four and a half Miles from the Port within Land. Be-

tween the Port of Zuelagua and the white Ferrelon ( or Rock) 1s a very 

' good Port, in which you are Land-locked from all Winds·.' 

From this Defcription it is eaf y to comprehend what is d2 Font e's 
Meaning as to the Port of Zzielagua, where he took in his Mafter and 

Mariners on the North-weft Side of the Bay, and which he expreffes 

by, at Sar1gua a little _Eaft of Chamily; and which Mafter and Mari-

G 2 ners 
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ners \'rcrc not promifcuoufi y taken, but were chofen Men, as. they were 

taken both from Zuel2gua and Compeflilo, in the ·Neighbourhood of the 

Port. Zuelagua frei-:-1s originally the City which was called Xalifco; but 

from its unLedthy Situation, Compoftilo was built more within Land ; 

yet the fon"!.:er continuing to be a Port, fome Inhabitants remained 

there. 

T.he I11ar~ds and Shoals of Chiametla, which the Tranf1ation renders 

Cbemily, which is a Name given to Ifiands South of Cape Corientes. 

But the DiftinEtion is the Hlands to Northward of Cape Corientes are 

called Chimnetla, thofe to Southward Chametla and Camilli. Prieto agrees 

Yli th de F'onte's firft mentioning the Iilands of Chiametlas in Lat. 2 2. 1 o. 

Long. I 14. 29. and then El mal Pays y mal outradu. 

This Mafter and Mariners were accuftomed to trade with the Natives 

for Pearl, which the Natives catched on a Bank in nineteen Degrees of 

Latitude, being North from the Baxos of St. Juan, or the Bank, of St~ 

'John, which is in twenty-four Degrees of North Latitude, and twenty 

Leagues North N orth-eaft from Cape Saint Lucas, th~ South-eaft Point 

of California; and this Account de Fonte had either from themfelves, 

or the Character that was fent with them, to fhew the moft proper Per

fons had been provided to anfwer the Purpofe for which they were pro

cured. And all that belongs to the Text is, which the Natives catched 

on :.1 Bank North from the Baxos St. ;uan, twenty Leagues N. N~ E. 

from Cape St. Lucas. 

' The Maftet Admiral de Fonte had. hired, with his Ve!fel and Mari

' ner~, who had informed the Admiral that, 200 Leagues North from 

' Cape St. Lucas, a Flood from the North met the South Flood, and 

' that he v;as fure it muft be an Hland, and Don Diego Pe,fnelof!a un

' dcrtook to difcover w het:her it ,vas an Hland or not, with his Shjp and 

' the four _Sha.Hops they bought at Rateo, and the Mafter and Mariners 

' they hired at Zuelagua.' 

Here the Threa~ of the Letter is broke, and the Tranfiator proceeds 

as ,jth a common Narrative of a Voyage. The Mafi:er might be eafily 

l1ecci\'..:d as to the Tide, as Time hath ihewn in many Inftances as to 

other Perfons having been deceived in like Manner in other Part3. 

That 
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That we have no Account of what was the Event of this Expedition. 

Penneloffa, who had undertaken the Charge, being no more to join de Fonte,. 
as it was unneceffary and to no Purpofe, P ennelo.f!a would return firfi: and. 
fend his Account to Court. De Fonte could in this Cafe do no further· 

than ihew he had fent him on this Service, it muft be fuppofed, agree-

able to his Inftrucl:ions. v\Thich, from the Boats brought from Realejo, 
( and muft be of a particular Conftrucl:ure, the like of which were not 

to be any where elfe on the Co aft) and the Mafter and Mariners hired· 

here, it is evident, was before propofed, that Pennelojfa fhould go on this 

Part of the Expedition, not on the Mafter's declaring that there was a 
Tide from the Northward, and fo California an Ifland. This was only 

mentioned by de Fonte, to £hew what Intellig~nce he had got in this: 

Affair. 

The Account given of Pennelojfa could be evidently no Part of thC: 

Letter. \\That is faid as to his Defcent, his being a Nobleman, his Ad

drefs to Cofinography, and the Undertaking of this Difcovery, muft 
evidence as already faid, whoever inferted the Account was fatisfied .as 

to their being fuch a Perfon fo accomplifhed, and who afpired to under

take this Part of the Expedition. A Difcovery of thef e Parts would 

carry, at this Time particularly, great Reputation and Honour with.it, 
and by this Opportunity to intercept Perfons on a Defign fo prejudicial 

to the Interefts of the Court of Sp.ain in thofe Part~ as it was then 

thought, had Penneloffa fucceeded ; he would have had no fmall Share 

of Merit ; or if he did not fucceed, the Merit of the Attempt would be 

accounted of, and not unjuftly, it would be a Means of his Promotion 

through the Conneltions he had, as they would urge he did not ·purfue 

thofe Sciences for Speculation only, but to carry them into Practice for 

the Service of his Country. And according to the Regulations Don Dli:.. 
r:;arez had made, there was no Preferment but what was in confequence 

of Service. 

Sifter's Son of Don Lewis de Haro, and a young Nobleman, exprelfes 

as of the Time prefent, when the Copy was taken from which we have 

the Publication; and Don Haro, Prime J11in&1er of Spain; was a Glofr, 

added by another Hand. Neither is Don L:tis de Haro the Perfon here 

meant, for he does not feem to have been of an Age to have had a 

Sifter who could be Mother to Don Ro;iqui/lo ; but Don Lopez de Haro~ 
lS 



is the Perfon meant, Marquis de Carpio, the Father of Don Luis, who 

was at that Time Gentleman of the Chamber to the King, and after ... 

wards Prime Minifter, and muft be underftood the Son of his Wife's 

Sifter, who was a Daughter of Olivarez, married to the Marquis de Vat-_ 

deriabano. 

' But Admiral de Fo1Ue, with the other three Ships, failed from them 

, within the Ii1ands of Chamilly the 10th May 1640, and having .the 

' Length of Cape Abel on the W. S. 'f\l. Side of California, in 2 6 De

' grees of N. Latitude, 160 Leagues N. W. and W. from the Hles 

'· Chamilly ; the Wind f pmng up at S. S. E. a fteady Gale, that from 

« the 26th of May to the 14th of June he had failed to the River Los 

., Reys, in 53 Degrees of North Latitude, not having Occafion to lower 

' a Topfail, in failing 866 Leagues N. N. W. 410 Leagues from Port 

' Abel to Cape Blanco, 456 Leagues to Riolos. Reyes, all the Time moft 

' pleafant Weather, and failed about 2 60 Leagues in crooked Channels, 

' amongft Ii1ands named the Arcbipelagus de St. Lazarus; where his 

' Ship$ Boats always failed a Mile a-head; founding to fee what Water, 

·., Rocks, and Sands, there was.' 

De Fonte and Pennelojfa both put out to Sea together; bt:lt as their 

·tourfes were various, one to the W eftward of California, and the other 

to enter the Gulf.· They parted within the Shoals of Chiametla the tenth 

of May 1640 ; and de Fonte_ attaining the Length of Cape Abel in Lati

tude 26, one Hundred and fixty Leagues North North-weft and Weft 

from the Ifies of Chiametla, he then meets with a fair Wind from South 

South-eaft. By the Latitude of Cape ..libel, and the Diftance run, 1t 1s 

-apparent that the Ifiands "hiametla mentioned, are the Ifiands here 

·meant. 

De Fonte, after rim!Jing one Hundred arid fixty Leagues from the Iiles 

of Chiametla, in Lat. 22 Deg. 10 Min. and Long. 114 Deg. 29 Min. 

attaining the Length of Cape Abel in Latitude 2 6, his Com{e could~ not 

be North-weft and Weft, but North-weft by Weft wefterly, or 6 1 ° 22,
0 

and, inftead of; by, may be fuppofed an Error of the Prefs. 

Dr~ Hey/in mentions a convenient Haven named sf.. Abad, who mote 
near thefe Times, But it is Chriflabel, or Chrifteval, the Name of a 

5 Cape 
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Cape the Extremity of the Land, which forms ~ Harbour or Port of the 

fame Name Chri.ftabel. Prieto mentions no Place on the main Land but 

the three Iflands of Cafonas, which lie off at, Sea, fo more to '\Vefl:ward 

thun this Cape. They are in Lat. 26 Deg. Long. 122 Deg. 24 Min. 

the Longitude of Cape Abel I rn~:ke in I 2 2 Deg. 1 I Min. and he lays 

down the Point of Madelena in 26 Deg. 30 Min. and the Long. 123 

Deg. 24 Min. which feerns to be the northermoft Land of fuch Har

bour. By de Fonte mentioning the Latitude of this Cape, and _not any 

other, he may be fuppofed to t~1.i~e from hence a new Departure, as was 

ufual with the Spaniards when they came to this Length in thefe Seas, 

fo Prieto mentions Las Bajas de los Abraja, Primier Meridiano. Lat. 25°~ 

15'. Long. 121 Deg. 54 Min. from Lima. 

De Fonte in his Run from Chiametla met with contrary Winds ; bm 

when the Length of Cape Abel, he had Wind and Weather rather un

expected-in thofe Parts ; and the Spring not being much advanced, he 

rather expected to have been, at Times, under his Courfes, which is 

meant by the Expreffion afterwards ufed, that he never had occafion to 

lower a Topfail, and is conformable with its being a fteady Gale, or did 

not overblow. As the Run to Los Reys terminated the fourteenth of 

]une, de Fonte, for the whole eight Hundred and fixty Leagues, failed 

after the Rate of forty-five Leagues in twenty-four Hours, which is 

confiftent with and agreeable to the Seamens common Experience, 

when favoured with fuch Wind and Weather. Amongft the Iflands 

would have the Affiftance of the Floods, and Wind enough to ftem the 

Ebbs. 

The Computation of the eight Hundred and fixty-fix Leagues is fom4; · 

Hundred and ten Leagues to Cape Blanquial, to which there is a Courfe 

afiigned North North-weft; and as to four Hundred and fifty-fix 

Leagues to Rio los Reys, no Courfes are added,. which we may affign to 

theCourfes being originally in the Margin, when one was introduced into 

the Copy the other was negletl:ed. And we have juft Reafon to fuf peel: 

the Careleffnefs here, as it is firft called Cape Abel, then Port Abel, and 

the River Los Reys in 5 3 Degrees, and afterwards Rio los Reys, as tho' 

they were diftintt and feparate. With the N. N. W. Courfe Rio los Reys 

coitld not be in the Latitude de FJ)nte mentions. 
' 

Port 
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Port Abel, Latitude 2 6, Long. 12 2 ° 1 1 ', and the Callao of Lima, bc-

ng laid down Longitude 60 Weft from the firft Meridian of Fero, and 

hitherto we have carried on our Computation of Longitude 80 from Paris, 
we fhall hereafter compute from Fero and London ; and Cape Chriftable 
we compute 102 ° 1 i'' from the Meridian of Fero, or 1 19° 46' from the 
Meridian of London. 

The Courfe four Hundred and ten Leagues North North-weft, de 
Fonte made Cape -Blanquial in Latitude 4-5, Longitude from London 
129° 2 8', from the Meridian of Fero 111 ° 5 f, to Northward and '\Veft
ward of the Entrance of Martin .Aquilar. Sufficient Obfervations have 
not been made to determine by the Geographers as to the true Lati
tudes and Longitudes of thefe Places, and., until they attain more per
fect Informations, muft difagree. 

The Courfe from Blanquial-is not inferted, but is to be determined by 
the Diftance two Hundred and fixty Leagues, ending in Latitude 5 3 at 
Rio los Reys. De Fonte had, during the whole Time between Abel and 
Los Reys, the Wind in his Favour. Therefore his Courfe muft have 
been to the Northward of the Eaft; and if he run two Hundred and 
fixty Leagues, with a Courfe Eaft 52° North, he would make 2 Deg. 
1 Min. Latitude, and 20 Deg. 24 Min. :pongitude. To correfpond with 
which de Fonte muft, for the one Hundred and ninety-fix Leagues, 
made .his Courfe .North 5 2 Deg. Weft, which would determine in Lati
tude 50 Deg. 59 Min. and in Long. 141 Deg. 12 Min. from London, in 

123 Deg. 2 7 Min. Weft from Fero. De Fonte would then be about 
thirty Leagues from the Land, agreeable to the Ruffian Difcoveries, tho' 
this Voyage was made fo many Years before that Attempt ; a great 
Evidence of th~ Authenticity of this Account. His Conduct alfo in 
this Cafe was neceffary· , confiftent vrith the Character of a oood Seaman 

b ' 
not to make the C oaft direct, or immediately engage with this Archi-

pelago, to which he was a Stranger, and in Parts unknown, or where he 
had no failing Directions but to form fuch Courfe as gradually to fall in 
with the Land, and, as the Wind was, if he faw Occafion, could at any 
Time ftand off. 

De Fonte by this Courfe, agreeable to the 'Latittide of the Sue.fta del 
EJfrecb D'./l11im1, which is laid down by Prieto in Latitude 51, would be 

to 
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:to the Southern Part of the Entrance into fuch Archipelago, had -he been 
. Northward, as the Wind was, he would have regained it with great 
Difficulty and Lofs of Time. 

As tl1is Table of Prieto was compofed before the Ruffian Difcoveries, 
and this Land, the Sue.ft a del Ejfrech D' Anian, is computed in Longi
tude 141 Deg. 4 7 Min. computing Lima at 80 Deg. anfwerable .to 2 3 8 
Deg. 13 Min. Eaft Longitude from Fero, it is a little fingular that thefe 
Accounts fuould agree fo well, as to the Longitude of this Part of 
America ; is an Inftanc~ that Prieto did not proceed upon vague Calcula
tions·; had acquired a more exatl: Account than could be even fuppofed 
in thefe unfrequented Parts, and from his Care and Exacl:nefs, as to the 
more known Parts, we have no Reafon to doubt but he hath laid down 
the Latitude ahd Longitude of the Suefta del Ej!rech de Anian, with the 
greatefl: Certainty that he could attain to. 

I fhall not controvert it whether thefe are the proper Streights of 
Anian. This Entrance was commonly called amongft the Navigators 
into thofe Parts by that Name, as is evident from former Accounts ; 
and Hornius, from his Maps, which may be feen in Purchafe, lays it 
down in the fame Manner. My Intention is anfwered in producing an 
Authority from the Spaniards of New Spain, that there is an Entrance 
here agreeable to the Account in this Letter; alfo, in all Appearance, 
a fuperior Entrance to that of Martin Aguilar, which Prieto doth not 
exprefly mention; neither could he properly; but inferts Cape Efcondido 
in Lat. 4 3, and Cape Blanquial in Lat. 45, an intermediate Diftance of 
one Hundred and twenty Miles. Again mentions the Port of Salagua 
in Lat. 46, and then the Port of Salado in Lat. 48; in which Interfpace 
the Entrance of de Fuca is fuppofed to be. 

By the Name Archipelago, de Fonte, who would give the Name with 
Propriety, expreffes it to be a Sea ; and on his Return fays, he failed 
down the River Los Reys to the N orth-eaft Part of the South Sea ; after 
that returned home. Where the Word Part, properly fpeaking, or to ufe 
the \Vord as it really imports, can be no otherwife underftood than as 
an Arm or Branch of t~e South Sea. Had he fteered eight Hundred 
and, fixty-fix Leagues North North-weft, he muft neceifari1y have tra--

H verfed 
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verfed the Courfes of thofe brave Difcoverers Capt. Beering and 7:fchiri

kow, which were from Lat. 45 in Ajia, to Lat. 56 and 58 in America, 

and who were not interrupte~ by any fuch Iilands. Capt.'i'Jchirikow 

pofitively fays, the Coafl: was witho'ut Ifiands where he,was in Lat. 56; 

by Capt. Beering's. Account in Lat. 58, the Ifiands lay only along the 

Coaft; and de Fonte in his Account mentions, that he failed in crooked 

Channels, amongft Ifiands. Thefe various Defcriptions fhew that thefe 

Accounts relate to various Parts. As de Fonte could not,_ in the whole 

Extent between Afia and America, meet with fuch Ifiands, and yet was 

under a Neceffity to pafs up crooked Channels, with no fmall Hazard, 

as the Boats be_ing a-head exprefs,. his Courfe muft have been to the 

Eaftward of where Captain 'lJchirikow fell in with the Land, and for 

the Diftance of the two Hundred and thirty Leagues before de Fonte 

came to a River, to Los Reyes, was then paffing up the North-eaft Part 

of the South Sea, as he terms it, and in fome Part of which there were 

Ifiands, which he names the .A.rchipelagus of St. La;zarus. There is 

a Singularity of Expreffion in the Letter, where his Boats always failed 

a-head, the Word where limits the Ifiands to a certain Spa_ce, and that 

they were not extended the whole two Hundred and thirty Leagues, 

which is confiftent with the Expedition he made, as otherwife the Ships 

muft have often fhortened fail, and it could not be avoided, and muft 

have frequently brought up at Night. 

As de Fonte did neither make the South or North Shore of this Streight~ 

the moft comprehenfive Way of expreffing himfelf was to fay, he pa.ffed

up thefe Ifiands, by which thofe who had compofed his Inftrucl:ions well 

knew the Parts he meant. It muft be confidered de Fonte was not as 

to this Part on Difcovery, the Whole would be pointed out to .him by 

his Inftrucl:ions, which being to fall in with the Iilands, or Entrance in 

fuch a Latitude, to mention either the North or South Limit of the En

trance would be improper; whereas the contrary was the Cafe as to 

Cape St. Helena, :F'rancifco, Pe1dfao, and Cape Abel, as his Inftrucl:ions 

were exp refs, as. to the making thefe Lands .. 

As de Fonte made a true Courfe Eaft 8 1 ° North, fubtra& the Longi

tude 20 Deg. 2 4 Min. from the Longitude 141 Deg. 12' Min. from Lon

don, and from the 123 Deg. 27 Min. from Fero. The Entrance. to· the 

4 River 



( 51 ) 

River Los Reys lies in Lat. 5 3 Deg. Long. ·120 Deg. 48 Min. from Lo1t
don, and 103 Deg. 3 Min. v'left from Fero. And that his Courfe was 
n·ow Eafterly is plain from the fubfequent Words of the Letter, as they 

failed more Eafterly. It was alfo confiftent with the Purpofe they were 
fent on, to meet a Veffel from Bofton. 

' The 22d of 'June Admiral de Fonte difpatched one of his Captains 
' to Pedro de Barnarda, to fail up a fair River, a gentle Stream, amt 

' deep Water, went firft N. and N. E. N. and N. W. into a large Lake 
' foll of Ifiands, and one very large Peninfula full of Inhabitants, a 
' friendly honefi: People in this Lake, he named Lake Val{Jfco, where 
'. Captain Bi:ernarda left his Ship ; · nor aU up the River was lefs than 

' 4, 5, 6., 7, and 8 Fathom \¥ ater, both the Rivers and Lakes abound
' ing with Salmon Trouts, and very large white Perch, fome of two 
' Foot long ; and with three large Indian Boats, by them called Periagos, 
"' made of two large Trees 50 or 60 Foot long. Capt~ Barnarda firft 
' failed from his Ships in the Lake /7alafco, one Hundred and forty 
'. Leagues Weft, and then 436 E. N. E. to 77. Degrees of Latitude. 
' Admiral .de Ponte, after he had difpatched Capt. Barnarda on the Dif
, covery of the North and Eaft Part of the 'Iartarian Sea.' 

We may fuppofe, from the Manner in which this Part was managed, 
that there was a great Neceffity to get the Tranflation finifhed in any 
Manner. As the Difficulties of the Traf!flation increafed, the Ddign of 
this Account being only Artrnfement, the Tranllator thought it w0t1ld 
anf wer the Purpofe to give the Account in grofs. 

The Date, the .22d 'June, is an apparent f.rror, by rea:fon de Fonte 
did not enter into Lake Belle, as will be fhewn hereafter, until that 
Time. 

Admiral de Fonte difpatched one of his Captains to Pedro de Barnarda, 
to fail up a fair River, gentle Stream, and deep Water. Then the Tran
flation bre~ks off abruptly, and the Tranflator renders the following 
Part as an Account of Bernarda's Voyage, not obferving how juft '3 

Connection there is with de Fonte difpatching one of his Captains to Ber
narda ; and what follows being the Orders fent ,by him, and the Jn. 

H 2 ftrucrion., 
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ftn1ccions for Be!nttrda; infl:ead of being Bernarda's Account of his Ex.; 
pedition, and not obferving how confiftent it is with being a fumm~ry 
Recital of thofe InftruEtions thefe Words are which follow, Admiraldc 
Fonte, after he had difpatched Captain Bernarda on the Difcovery, &c . . 

As to his difpatching one of his Captains, he muft be fuppofed to· 
have befides the Captain of the Ship he was in, alfo one called an Ad
miral's Captain. The Inftruc1:ions were of fuch Corifequence, that a lefs · 
Perfon might not be fo properly employed, nor confiftent with. the.Re .. 
f peel: due to Bernarda .. 

De Fonte and Bernarda were Strangers here;. but thefe Parts. had been· 
already difcovered, as it is exprefly faid that .two Pater Jefuits had been· 
here two Years, and made Obfervations as far as the Latitude 66. 
:From their Difcoveries we may conclude, that. thefe Inftructions were·; 
formed which Bernarda received, and thofe of the whole.Courfe of the· 
Voyage; and it was necelfary that de Fonte fhould not .only mention that· 

he had dif patched Bernarda, but fhould alfo, with the Brevity· d-ue to a 
Letter, mention . the Orders with which he difpatched him. And fur

ther from what is expreffed in thofe Orders, as to the River, the Cornie· 

and Soundings, what Fifh were in the River and Lake, the Road or 

Harbour which was to be found in the Lake, the Temper and Difpo

fition of the Inhabitants, it evidently appears that there had been a prior 
Difcovery of thefe Parts, and Obfervations made of every Thing worthy 
of Confideration, and neceffary alfo at this Time to be mentioned ta 

Bernarda. To let him know that his Ship could pafs up the River, 
would find a Harbour in the Lake, he had nothing to fear from the 
Natives, and would meet with Provifions .. · There leaving his Ship he. 

might be furnifhed with Periagos to proceed. And I underftand his Di
rections to freer firft North and N orth-eaft, then North and North-weft 

' that he might make no Miftake by purfoing or entering into any other 
Openings which might prefent themfelves in his Courfe up, and which 

from their Appearance might perplex him, as to which of them he was 
to enter ; no uncommon Thing, as thofe who have been to Northward 
on like Undertakings will allow. 

6 
'Th~ 
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'
1 The- Admiral failed up a very navigable. River; which he named 

' Riq- los Reys, _ that run neareft N. E. but on feveral Poin~s of the Com
' pafs 60 Leagues, at low Water, in a. fair navigable Channel, not lefs 
' than -4 or 5 Fathom Water. _ It· flowed on both Rivers near the fame 

' Water, in the River.L~s Reys, 24 Feet Full and Change of the Moon; 

' a S.S. E. ·Moon-made high \Vater. It flowed in the River Haro, 22 

' Feet and a half Full and Change. They had two J efuits with them~ 

' that had been on their_ Miffion to 6 6 Degrees of North Latitude~ and 
' had _made curious Obfervations.'. 

De Fonte, having,difp-?,tched Bernarda, fets oueon ·his Part of the Ex-
pedition, and p~oceeds up the River .Los Reys, at the Entrance of which; 
he had ·arrived the fourteenth of.June. During his Stay, until Bernarda 
was dif patched and· failed, he feems to ,have taken an accurate Account 
of the Tides in- both Rivers. The Diftance up the River was more than 
fix;ty Leagues, and though a -good navigable Channel, yet would re
quire a great Precaution in· his Proceeding with the two Ships,; _Tide 
Times and the Night ·would make it neceffary for him. to bring too ; for 
had ·he touched the Gwund with either of them, .the Delay that might 
have followed on fuch Accident, might. have defeated this Part of the 
Undertaking, ancl the fnoft .imp9rtant, and which, therefore, was, allotted 

to him to-execute.· 

Their having had ·two Jefuits with them feems an- additional Note~ 
That two Jefaits fuould be fent into thofe Parts to make Obfervations, 
is but confiftent- with the general Practice of the J efuits to go on Mif
fions· into all Parts of the Globe, engaged by a fpecial Vow, not injoined 
any .other Order, tQ be always ready to g~ and preach whitherfoever they 

ihall be fent .. 

Thef e J efoits- are by-no :rvreans a fingula'r Inftance -0f the Pebple: of tha.t 
Order being great Adventurers, when we confider thofe who ventured to 

the Philippinas and 'Japan, enforced by the Vow; puffed up with the.Va
nity of popular Applaufe, the- Favour of the -Prefident, and the Hope of 
being acceptable to the reft of the. Order on their return .from fuch Mif
fion, expecting by fuch ·Miffion to add to the Wealth or Reputation of the 

Order. The Effect. of this Miffi-on. .feems. to _have been th~y _ h1d .~o-

q\~ired .i 
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quired the Favour of the Natives. Had made fo:me Obfervations of the 

Country, but principally to Northw~rd, as to which they feem not to 
have got a perfect Account; though they did a great deal for the Time, 

~ the U nfeafonablenefs of the Wintei:, and the melting Weather in the 

. Spring confidered ; nor is it ftrange they fhould not get a perfect Ac

count, in a Country fo intermixed with Waters, which hide themfelves in 

their Courfes between inacceffible Mountains ; and in many Places where 

they are ro be come at, are deceitful in their Appearance, as to what they 
really are, whether Lakes, Gulphs of the Sea, or Inlets. As they proceeded 
to the Northward, they thought it the Part that principally claimed their 
Obfervation. Were of Opinion as to the Southward, that it was Part of 

the Continent ofNew Spain, or they would not hav:e lead de Fonte to Los 
Reys, but caufed him to proceed up that Streight which feparated the 
Part they had been in from New Spain. As to this Million not being 
known to the Publick, thefe Jefuits mnft have been fent from Europe 
into New Spain; and they would fo far regard their Obedience to the 
Pope, as to pay due Refpecr to the King of Spain's Authority, in ob-

.ferving the eftabliihed Maxim of the Time, as to keep their Difcove
ries a Secret from the Publick or other Nations. And as to all Mif
fionaries who went intoNew Spain, the King of Spain hath a Power to call 
them to Account, by the Pope's Permiffion, though not permitted m 
Old Spain to meddle with ecclefiaftical Affairs, or ecclefiafrical Men. 

' A Letter from Captain -.Barnarda, dated the :t7th of June I 740, that 
' he had left his Ship in the Lake Valafco, betwixt the Iflands Barnarda 
' and the Peninfula ConihtJjet; a; very fate Port ; it went down the River 

' from the Lake 3 Falls, 80 Leagues, and fell into the 'I' artarian Sea 

' in 61 Deg. with the Pater J efuits, and 3 6 Natives, in three of their 
' Boats, and 20 of his Spanijh Seamen ; that the Land trended away 
., North Eaft ; that they fhould want no Provifion, the Country abound
' ing with Venifon of three Sorts, and ·the' Sea and Rivers with excel

.' lent Fifh (Bread, Salt, Oil, and Brandy they carried with them) that 

' he fhould do what was poffible. Tke Admiral, when he received the 
··' Letter from Captain Barnarda, was arriv;ed at an Indian Town called 
·' Cono.ffet, on the South Side Lake Belle, where the two Pater Jefuits on 
" their Million had been two Years ; a pleafant Place. The Admiral, 
· ~, .with his two Shi_ps, enter'd the Lake the 22d of June.' 

The 
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The Letter from Bernarda l;>eing. dated the 27th of June, it is impof

fible he ihould finifi1 all that Bufinefs in four Days, which h~ gives de 

Fonte an Account of: This alfo confirms its being a Miftake as to the 

22d of June, being the Time he received his Difpatches. It might well 

take Bernarda from the fourteenth of June to the twenty-feventh to re

ceive his Difpatches, to pafs up the River, and to the Peninfula in Lake 

//alafco, procure the Natives, who were not under his Command, get all 

Things fitted, and fet out. And what this Letter contains, makes it 

·-evident it . could be no Account of his Voyage that was before-men

tioned. 

This Letter is apparently a11- Anf wer to the Dif patches Bernarda re

ceived from de Fonte. He mentions, that he had left his Ship, agreeable 

to Orders, and in a fafe Port; gives an Account how he was equipped 

to proceed; the Number of the Perfons he had with him ; that he had 

thirty-fix of the Natives, which is conformable to the Character given 

of them, a friendly honeft People, and fhews the Influence of the J e

fuits. Thefe Natives, by joining in the Expedition, were Hoftages for 

·the good Behaviour of the others towards his People left behind, and 

an Affurance to Bernarda for the Security of his Ship left at the Port, 

were of great U fe as Pilots as to the Coaft, and alfo in failing and 

managing tLeir Periagos. Their having thefe Periagoj implies they had 

a Country abounding with Waters ; and it was their ufual Way of paf

fing from one Part to another, Ti~e and Experience had made them 

expert in the Management of them; and· by 1hifting from one Part to 

the other as the Seafons required for hunting or fifhing, and by Excur

fions out of their own Country either for War or Curiofity, as is the 

Nature of Indians, they were become acquainted not only with the inland 

Waters, but alfo the Sea Coafts. 

De Fonte had order~d Captain Bernarda that he fhould fail one Hun

dred and fifty Leagues Weft- (but is rather to be believed a Miftake 

from not underftanding the Compafs, Oe.fte and Efte being fo . fimilar) 

and then four Hundred and thirty-fix Leagues. Eaft North Eaft to 7 7 

Degrees of Latitude. In Anfwer to which Bernarda here mentions, that 

from the Lake Pala/co there was a. River in ·which there was three Falls, 

eighty Leagues in Diftance, and foll ,into .the 'tartarian Sea, in Latitude 

61 ;
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6 1 ; ·that the ·Land trended away North Eaft, and that he would do 
what v:;-ts poffible. By which .Expreffion it is plain, that he did nm 

pmfue the exact Courfe .that de .Fonte directed ; probably that Courfe 

was pbintcd out t-0 B::rnard(!, by which the J cfuits had travelled to Latitude 

6 6, but purfued a Courfe more immediate and direct to attain to Latitude 

77, the Back of Baffin's Bay, as to which the ,Natives had informed 

him; and that .rhough he did not purfue the Courfe directed .by de Fonte, 

which he .found not to be fo .confiftent with the Defign he was fent on, 

yet he would do all that· Wil.S poffible to .anfwer that D.efign. And the 

Exprefiion alfo implies, that he was fenfible he fhould meet with Diffi. .. 

culties, which he might expect from the Climate, the Ice, and the Fa

-tigue ; but as to the Artie le of Provifions, was in no Fear on that Ac-

:coun t. As to what is mentioned as to Venifon of three Sorts., they were 

. .the fmall Deer, the Moo{e, and the Elk, all which are in the Northern 

Parts about Huclfon's Bay, and the Labarador Coaft. 

The Name of Haro .given to the River .is a particular Compliment 

'to Don Haro, who was the Head of the Houf es of Vala/co ; and the 

Name of //alafco, in Compliment to the other Houfes, of that Family .. 

Which Refpect fuewn by .d,e Fonte feems to indicate a particular Connec

tion :with, -or :his being related to that Family, as already mentioned .. 

Valafco, as here wrote, with a va, as thofe Families did write it at that 

Time, and one of that Family, who was Conftable of Caftile, in his Titles 

is named John Ferdinandes de Vallafco, Conftable of Caftilia, &c. now 

Lord of the Houfes of Val/afc(), &c. and by the Orthography in the 

Letter being fo conformable with that which was ufed at that Time, 

and n·ot with ave as at prefent, we have very good Reafon to fuppofe, 

that the Letter was not only wrote in Spanijh, but alfo by de Fonte on his 

return from his Voyage. Don Ferdinandez was living in 161 o, and fuc

ceeded by his Son, in ~is Title and Honour· of Conftable of Caftile, Don 

Bd!rnardino, who was living at the Time of the Voyage~ 

-' The Admiral entered the Lake an Hour before high Water, and 

' there was no Fall or Cataract, and 4 and 5 Fathom \Vater, and 6 and 

' 7 .Fathom Water generally in the Lake Belle. There :is a little Fall 

·' -,.of Water half Flood, and an Hour and ~1arter befqre high Water 

' _the Flood begins to fe.t gently into Lake Belle: The .River is freih at 

20 
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., 20 Leagues Diftance from the Mouth or Entrance of the River L!)s 

' Reyes. The River and Lake abounds with Salmon, Salmon Trouts,. 
-, Pikes, Perch and Mullets, and two other Sorts of Fiili p~culiar to 
·, that River, admirable good; and Lake Belle alfo abounds with all 
' thofe Sorts of Fifh large and delicate : And Admiral de Fonte alfo fays, 
' the Mullets catched in Rios Reyes and Lake Belle, are much delicater 
' than are to be found, he believes, in any Part of the World.' 

De Fonte was not inacl:ive from the 14th to the 22d of June. Various 
Courfes, contrary Winds, waiting for the Tides at times; from the Cir
cumftance of the Tide as to Lake Belle, that there is a Fall until half 

Flood, and it is an Hour and ~arter only before high Water that 
the Flood makes in, evidences that there was a Current againft him ; 
and it is further ev.ident, as on his return he was but two Days running 
from Conoffet to the Entrance of the River Los Reyes. 

De Fonte is very particular in his Account, being now to take a Sur
vey of the Parts through which a Paffage was expected, and in which 
Parts he now was. He mentions the Trial of theTides at Los Reyes and 
Haro; gives a particular Account of the Navigation up Los Reyes, and 

to Lake Belle ; that it was freih Water after they were fixty Miles up the 

River; and what is no immaterial Circumftance in this Affair, 1hews 

how far the Waters from W eftward flowed up, which he inftances in the 
Account of the Fifh. That fuch as came out of the Sea into the Land 
or freili Waters to fpawn at thofe Seafons, and afterwards return to the 
Sea, went no further than Lake Belle; for here he found the Mother 
Fifh, as he defcribes them, large and delicate, fuperior to thofe in the 
River, and indulges his Fancy, fo delicate as, he believes, they are not 
to be exceeded in any other Part of the World. De Fonte, in his Orders 
to Bernarda, fhewed it was freili Water in Part of Haro, and in the Lake 
Conihaffet, from the Salmon and Perch, in which he means Sea Perch, 
which .come into frefh Waters at this Seafon of the Year. 

' The firft of July 1610, Admiral ·de Fonte failed from the reft of his 
., Ships in the Lake Belle" in a. good Port, covered by a fine Ifiand; be
' fore the Town of ConoJ!et, from thence to a River I named Parmen-

I ' tiers, 
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tiers, in-Honour of my induftrious jt1dicio~s Comrade Mr. Parmentiers, 
' who had moft exactly m.arked every Thing in and about that River.' 

We now proceed to confider the Remainder of Admiral de Fonte's 
Letter1 ~hich was publifhed in June I 708. 

Admiral ·de· Fonte, when he received the Letter from Capt. Bernarda, 
was arrived at an Indian Town called Conoffet, in the Lake Belle; and as 
he entered fuch Lake the twency-fecond, probably. arrived at the Town 
the fame Day ; ftaid eight Days, and then failed the firft of July. That 
Bernarda fuould write, as to the Situation· of his Affairs, muft have 
been before concerted between them, they having been informed by 
the Jefuits or Parmentiers, that it was practicable for Bernarda to fend 
fuch Meffage, that the Admiral might know whether Bernarda had met 
with any Accident as to his Ship, or any other Obftacle to his Proceed
ing, as he might affift him from thofe Ships Companies then with the 
. Admiral. How the Letter was conveyed is not expreifed ; probably 
by a Seaman with an Indian Guide ( the Diftance between the Admiral 
and Bernarda, at this Time, will be confidered hereafter) who would 
ufe all poffible Expedition both by Land and Water : I-lad the Advan-

. tage of very ihort Nights. De Fonte would not proceed until he re
ceived this Account, though ready as foon as he received it. As de 
Fonte failed on the firft of 'July, that Acco11nt muft have come to his 
Hand the thirtieth of June. 

The Ships being fecure in a good Harbour, and the Command left 
with Ronquillo, the Admiral proceeds to the River Parmentiers, fo named 
in Honour of Monf. Parmentiers, whom he ftiles his Comrade, and 
commends his Indufl:ry arid Judgment in the Survey of foch River, and 
the Parts adjacent. From his being £1::iled his Comrade, he was in no 
Command, as he could not have a Commifiion without having been bred 
in the Service, and a Native of Spain. Therefore being a Perfon imme
t:ia tcly neceffary for to have on this Occafion, he is introduced under 
the Character of a Friend and Companion. l\tlr. Gage mentions,._ Chap .. 
XY. of his new Survey of the Weft Indies, one 'l'honzas Rocalono, a French

·1J'1tm, a Pi·io_r of the Cloifter. of Cemitl,m, wbo, with himfelf, was the only 

Stranger in that Country, by which he· means in that Part where he was; 

5 ~d 



( 59 ) 

and it implies there being others in other Parts, which falfifies the Af
fertion that no Frenchman was ever admitted in Peru, 

The Countries of ~uivira and Anian were reprefented, at that Time, 

to be barren or defolate ; as is alfo evident from the Deicription of the 

Inhabitants eating raw Flefh~ drinking Blood, and in all Refpects fuita· 

ble to the Character of the Ejkemaux Indians, who by Choice, not Ne

ceffity,. make Ufe of fuch Diet when out a hunting or travelling, which 

expreffes thofe Parts to be very inhof pi table, and where the Indians only 

frequent at certain Seafons, in Purfuit of the wild Game, and for .fifhing~ 

And Cibola is reprefented as a Country which·:1hath a Cultivation, where 

the Indians conftantly live, and feem a different People from thofe of 
ffluivira and Anian. This is agreeable to the Accounts given at that 
Time, which is fufficient to fhew that the J efuits. could not expect that 
they fhould be able, or would undertake to pafs through Juch a Coun
try as Sfluivira and Anian in Purfuit of their Difcoveries to Northward ;. 
therefore muft have taken fome Opportunity of being conveyed there;. 
which could only be- by fame Perfons who had been on thefe Coafts, 

and had, through Neceffity, Intereft, or Curiofity, paffed up thefe Wa
·ters, and furveyed the adjacent Country in Purfuit of fomething which 

might turn out ~o their private Emolument: Nor were-fuch Attempts 
unprecedented, even on our Parts, though the Hazards were much 
greater. The private Trade carried on· by the People from Bojlon, in 

Hudfon's Bay, before there was a Grant to the Company; which Trading 

might not have come to the Knowledge of the People in England, or 
been known to the Publick for a Series of Years, had it not been for 
an Accident which happened to Captain Gillam, who thereupon made a 
Difcovery of this Trade. Nor is there the leafr Improl1ability but that 

Parmentiers had, on fome Occafion, introduced himfelf into thefe Parts, 
had invited the J efuits to a Millon there, who, on other Miffions, had 

\lndertaken what hath been much more hazardous, and fucceeded. There 

were fufficient Motives for that Undertaking ; the Northern Bounds were 

then unknown, fo that they could not affirm America to be Continent, 

nor certainly to be an Ifiand diftinguifhed from the old World. This is 

the Acco"l:lnt Mr. Gage gives us,- Chap. xiii. and mentioning that he will 
not write, as many do, by Relation and Hearfay, but by more fure In
~elligence, Infight and Experience. ·He fays ~uh;ira is feated on the 
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moft Weftern Part of America, juft over againft ':tartary; from whence; 
being not much diftant, fome fuppofe that the Inhabitants came into this 

new World. The Weft Side of America, if it be not Continent with 

':f artary, it yet disjoined by a fmall Streight. Here then was a fufficient 
Matter to encourage a Miffion of this Sort, and to keep a Progrefs to 

the Eafi:ward, or in America, with the Difcoveries that were going on by 

the Miffionars fent to Japan; and there was a Propriety in this being 

done, as the Coafi:s of both were fuppofed to be at no great Diftance 

from each other : And this was exprefiy the Purpofe of their Million, 

as it is faid they had been to Latitude 66, and made curious Obfer

vations, on which Account they were with Bernarda. As Parmentiers 
went to the Eafi:ward with de Fonte, who muft have had a different- M-0-

tive fr(?m them for coming into thofe P.arts, he· muft have had his own 
private Emolument in view, his better Succefs- in· which depended on 
his Secrecy, _as he thereby prevented others from interfering; .. which 
Confideration ~ould prevail with him, as with all Traders, fuperior to 
any Satisfaction the Publick might have from his Informations; and as 
Trade would be carried on moft fuccefsfully where the Inhabitants. were. 

more numerous, we find he had found his.Way to Eaftwatd,. apparently. 

the moil: populous, as. the Jefuit& had gone to tl.le Northward and Weft
ward, principally as moft confiftent with their Plan ; tho' 9ana.f!et was, 

where the Jefoits had been firft introduced, where their courteous Beha-. 

viour and Management of the Natives, would be of Advantage to Par.,. 
mentiers. In fearching for the moft popular and inhabited Part of the 
Country, he would become acquainted with. the Geography of thofe, 
Parts necefiarily, Depths of Water, Shoals, Tides, which his own Pre

fervation, and the better conducting of himfelf would naturally lead him 

to obferve ; but there might be a more particular Reafon for his Qbfer

vation of the River P armentiers, and of all the Parts about it ; and 

therefore he had been fo exact as to the Falls, which were the Obftruc

tion of the Ship Navigation through to the Eaftern Sea, that lay beyond 
the Streights of Ronquillo, for his own private Advantage; by opening 
a·new and exteq,five Trade, he would have greatly promoted it if he had 

found this Communication practicable for Ships. of Burthen. 

The People that Captain Cf'chirikow met with on the Coaft is no Oh

jeccion to th~ Character given of thof~ :within Land in this Lettei:~ as it 
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is from Experience known that the Ejk~maux, who are along the Coa{b 
of'the Labrador, are cruel and thievifh; but that.Indians of a different· 

I:>if pofition live within Land. 

As to Parmentiers being the general Interpreter for all, .. he is not faid. 

to be fo. He would, for the Benefit it would be. to him in his Trade4 

endeavour to .. le.am the Language, and would of courfe. acquire fome- -

thing ofit unavoidably, as he frequented amongft the Indians: And it 
muft be obferved, though there are. many different Nations, and there -
is a Difference in Dialect, yet. there is a Language which all thofe Na""" 
tions will under{land, .called _ the Council Languag~ ... 

Th'atVoyages had· been. made to thefe Parts more than once is .evi
dent, as. the J efuits il:aid there. two Years, . therefore did not return with. 
the, fame Opf)ortunity by, which they . came there, but another ; and it 
is probable that there had been a Voy~ge prior to.that, which had en~ 
couraged them to .undertake it, . 

In what Manner, de,Fonte proceeded,. the Boats and Number of·Per
fons . he had .with him, the Tranfiator hath omitted. It is mentioned,. 
that de Fonte failed from the reft of his. Ships; the River Parmentiers 
hath Falls of thirty-two Feet perptndict.llar Height from its Source to 
where it iffues into Lake de. Fonte ; fo ,again, on the South Side Lake 
B;elle on board our Ships; and had it been with. his Ship, his Inference 
that there was no North-weft -Pa.ff age would have been unjuft, as his 
meeting with this Ship -the Ve1.fel . from B.oft.on, :would hav.e effectually 

proved the_ contrary.,. 

" We paffed eight Falls, in aU 3z .Foot, perpendicular.from its Source 
, · out of Lake Belle; it falls into the large Lake I named Lake de Fonte~ 
, . at· which Place we arrived the _6th of ]uly.., This Lake is 160 Leagues 
'· long, and .60 broad; the,Length is Eaft North Eaft, and Weft South 
, Weft, to twenty or thirty, in fome Places fixty Fathorn deep,;_ the 
' Lake abounds with excellent Cod and Ling, very large and well fed\ 
' there are feveral very large Ifiands, and ten finall ones ;_ they, are co.
' . vered with fhrubby Woods ; the Mofs grows fix or f even Foot long, 
• with. which the Moofe, a very large Sort of Deer, are fat with in the 
. ·-
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' Winter, and other leffer Dee~, as Fallow, &c. There .are Abundance 
' of wild Cherries, Strawberries·, Hurtleberries, and wild Curr~nts ; and 

~ alfo of wild Fowls, Heath Cocks and Hens ; likewife Partridges and 

' Turkeys; and Sea Fowl in great Plenty. On the South Side the Lake 
' is a very large fruitful Ifiand, had a great many Inhabitants, and 
' very excellent Timber, as Oaks, A.fhes, Elm and Fir Trees, very 
i large and tall.' 

We here again fee the Form of the Letter, de Fonte expreffing him
felf, as in the firft Part of the Letter, I named Parmentiers, my indujlriouss 
-and there are other Inftances. 

The River Parmentiers, which is the Communication -by which the 
Waters of Lake Belle are conveyed into the Lake de Fonte, fo named 
we may fuppofe not in Compliment to himfelf, which would be abfurd, 
but of his Family, as the Expreffion is, j named Lake de-Fonte, though 

it almoft deferves the Name of a Mediterranean Sea; but from having 
a fuperiot Vv ater near it, with which· it communicated, de Fonte calls 
it a Lake. It is not a cafual naming of Places, or Waters, as Hudfon's 
Bay, given to that great Mediterranean Sea, and continued, but the 
Names of the Waters he paffed through, would be given with Exacl:-
nefs and Propriety. In the Lake de Fonte there was a great Depth of 
Water, alfo Banks, as there is faid to be in fome Parts twenty or thirty 
,Fathom Water, as is al1o evident from the Cod and Ling there, and 
which infiance it to be a Salt Water Lake. It was the Seafon when thefe 
Fifh come to the Northward to fpawn. The :Chrubby Wood ort the 
Jflands, the Mofs for the Subfiftence of the Deer hangi!lg on the Trees; 
the wild Cherries ahd other Fruits ripening at that Seafon of the Year; 
are all correfponding Tokens of his being advanced to the North-eaft 
Part of America, is agreeable in all the above Refpeccs to the Country 
Northward and Weftward in Canada, about the River St. Lawrence, to 

the interior Parts of the Country of Labrador, in Lat. 56; but as you 

proceed further to Northward, the high rocky Mountains; which in 
this Part are only confined to the Ccaft, then extend more ·inland, increafe 
in their Height, and in Lat. 59° and 60°, the whole Country, as far as 
Baffin's Bay, feems to confift only of Ridges of barren Mountains, in
terf perfed with Waters ; and the Progrefs of the Productions, as to Trees 

and 



and Plants; . gradually decreafes from a more flourifhing to an inferior 
Sort, as you proceed to Northward; in Lat. 59, on the Weftern ·side of 

Hudfon's Bay to the Northward of Seal River, there is no Wood, only 
·Grafs and a fmall Shrub of about a Foot in Heighth, which continues, 
as far as it is known to Weftward; and a thin Soil, with a hard rocky 

Stone juft below. the Surface, and very frequently there are large Ponds 
of ftanding Water. 

De Fonte feems to have made a Stop at the Ifland at the South of 
Lake de Fonte, to take Refre:fhment, and make Inquiry as to the Boflon 
Ship, it being out of his Courfe, or on any other Account to go there. 

' The 14th of July we failed out of the Eaft N orth-eaft End of the 
'·Lake de Fonte, and paffed a Lake I named the Ejfricho de Ronquillo, 
' thirty-four Leagues long, two or three Leagues broad, twenty, twenty
, · fix and twenty-eight Fathom of Water ; we paffed this Streight in ten 
' Hours, having a ftom Gale of Wind, and a whole Ebbo .. As we failed 
'- more Eafterly the Country grew very fenfibly worfe.' 

What follows, ' as it is in the ~orth and South Parts of America,' ap
pears to me an additional Comment. , 

De Fonte mentions, as he went more Eafterly the Country grew worfe; 
from which it may be fuppofed he found the Alteration to begin when 
he was come to the Eaftern Part of the Lake, and more fo, as he paffed 

. the Streights of Ronquillo. 

Where the Streight of Ronquillo terminated de Fo~1te makes no men
tion ; gives us no Account of the Soundings or Tides ; but his Silence 
here, and the preceding Circumftances, fufficiently prove that he thought 
himfelf then in fome Branch of the At/antick Ocean. And it is to be ob

ferved there is the fame affected Silence here as to the Part he was\ 
come into, as when he had left the Vv eftern Ocean and entered the 

· North-ea.ft Part of the South Sea to pafs up to Los Reys. 

' The 17th we came to an Indian Town, and the Indians told our In
' terpreter l\1onf. Parmentiers, that a little Way from us lay a great Ship,. 
, where there ,neve_r had_ been. one before.' 
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The Indian telling the Interpreter Parmentiers, which exprelfes ·a Kind 
of Acquaintance made between them, and de Fonte's paffing out of the 

.Lake into the Sea, coming .to a Town, and .Parmentiers knowing the 

Language, is an Evidence of Parmentiers' having been there before .. 
And ·we may fuppofe, that from the Time they left the River Parmen-· 
·tiers, de Fonte had been on the Inquiry, it being now Time to expect the 
People from Bofton; and what the Indian told him was in .purfuance of 

fuch Inquify. 

·, We failed to them, and round only one Man advanced in Years, 

'· and a Youth; the Man was the greateft Man in the Mechanical Parts 

' of the Mathematicks, I had ever met with; my fecond Mate was an 
' Englifhman, an excellent Seaman, as was ·my Gunner, who had been 
' taken Prifoners at Campechy, as well as the 'Mafter's Son ; they told me 
' the''Ship was of New England, from a ·Town called Bofton. The Owner 
' and the whole Ship's Company came on board the thirtieth ; and the 
' ·Navigator of the Ship, Captain Shapley, told me, his Owner was a fine 
' Gentleman, and Major .General of the largeft Colony in .New England, 
' called the Maltechufets; fo I received him like a Gentleman, and told 
' him my Commiffion was to make a Prize of any People feeking a 
' North-weft or Weft P·affage into the South Sea; but I would look on 

' . them as Merchants trading with the Natives for Bevers, Otters and 
' other Furs and "Skins, and fo fot· a fmall Prefent of Provifions I had 
' no need on, I gave him my Dia:tpond Ring, which coft me twelve 
' Hundred Pieces of Eight (which the modeft Gentleman received with 
' difficulty) and having given the brave .N ayigator Captain Shapley, for 
, .his fine Charts and.Journals, a Thoufand Pieces of Eight, and the 
, Owner of the Ship, Seimor Gibbons, a guarter Calk of good Pe~uan 
, \Vine, and the ten Seamen, each twenty Pieces of Eight, the fixth of 
, Attgufl, with as much Wind as we could fly before and a Current, we 
, arrived at the £rft Fall of the River P.armentiers.' 

De Fonte makes .no Delay, but ·immediateiy proceeds as the Cafe re

quired ; finds an old Man aboard, the Man ( as being ,a great Mechanick 
might be very ufeful on fuch an Expedition) and a Youth, might 

venture to fi:ay, their Age would plead as to any Severity that might be 
jntendcJ by de J-1'0;1Je; and through the Fear of which Severity the others 

retired 
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-retired into the Woods, where they could manage without being fenfible 

of thofe Difficulties which Europeans apprehend. To leave the Ship 

without any one aboard, de Fonte could of Courfe have taken her as 

being deferted; and by their Retirement into the Woods, his Purfuit of 

them there would have alarmed the Indians, and more ef pecially if he 

had attempted any Severity, it might have been fatal to him and his 
Company, from the Refiftance they might have met with, not only from 

the Boflon People, but the Indians affifting them, as they would have 

confidered it as an Infult, an Exercife of Power which they would ap

prehend he had no Right to ufe in thofe Parts; as to a People who were 

trading with them, and been the Occafion that the Spaniards would have 

been no more received as Friends in thofe Parts. 

De Fonte had particularly provided himfelf with fome Englijhmen, who, 

by a friendly Converfe with the People from Bofton, might endeavour to 

learn their Secrets, and prepare them the better by what they would be 

inftrucl:ed to tell them to come to a Compliance with the Admiral's In

tentions. The Refult of this Affair de Fonte only mentions ; but they 

would not have ftaid away fo long, would have returned fooner aboard, 

had they only left the Ship on Account of Trade. Trade was only a fe

condary Object, the Difcovery was the principal, and they would not 

have ftaid in one Place, at this Seafon, had they not been neceffitated 

through a Fear of de Fonte fo to do. It may be fuppofed the Englijhmen 
who were with de Fonte, two of whom were from Campechy, and the 

other become Catholick, as he was married to the Mafter's Daughter, 

they would not acl: either with much Sincerity or Truth as to their own 

Countrymen, but managed with the old Man to bring the Owner, Na

vigator, an~ ref\: of the Crew aboard. 

On their return the Navigator of the Ship was the firft who waited on 

the Admiral, and he calls him Captain Shapley, his Name Nicholas Shap

ley, who was famous as a Navigator, for his Knowledge in the Mathe

maticks and other Branches of Science, that the common People fup

pof ed he dealt in ' the Magi ck Art, and had the Name given him of 

Old Nick, not by the People of Boflon, but by a Set of Libertines as 

they termed them, and who had feparated from the People of Bofton, 

and gone to live by themfelves at Pifcatua, where he was fettled at a 

K Place 
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I1lace called Kittery, in the Province of Main; the Name of Kittery
given by his Brother Alexander Shapley, to a Tract of Land he had fettled 

on there; and they write the Name Shapley exacrly in the Manner in which 

it is wrote in the Letter.. The Brother Alexander was a Cotemporary at: 

Oxford with Captain James, who went on Difcovery, and hi~ Acquain
tance. The Defcendants of Alexander, a genteel People,. were not many 

Years fince living at Kittery ;" but Nicholas Shapley retired to New London.,. 
where he had a Son that was living in the Year one Thoufand feven Hun

dred and fifty-two, a Filherman. The Family at Kittery were very fhy· 

as to giving any Information as to what they knew in this.Affair,. upon 
an Application by the Author of thefe Obfervations,, or looking into, 
..dlexander's Papers, as an officious Perfon had got beforehand,. and dif
couraged them from giving any Gratification of this Sort, under Pre
tence, if their Papers were feen, it might give fome Infi.ght into a Law
fuit depending between the Branches of the Family, or expected to be 
commenced ; and that there was a great Reward for the Difcovery of a 

North-weft Paifage, which, if the A,count was attained from them 
they would be intitled to. a Part,. which. by this Means they ~ould be 
deprived of. J ealoufies of this Kind raifed by a pretended,. at leaft an. 
ignorant Friend, againft the Application of a Stranger, who aff ured. 
them he was fuperior to any Trick of that Sort, . .and would give them 
any Satisfaction in his Power as they ihould propofe,. o.ccafioned a Dif-. 
appointment. The Son of Captain Nicholas, upon an A :pplication made 
by the Author likewife,. had nothing but his Father's Sea Cheft, in which 
rhere were once a great. many Papers, and which his M-0ther, the Wife 
of Captain Nicholas., made a great Account of; but the Son being an 
illiterate Man, had made Ufe of them in ·the Family as wafte Paper. I 
have mentioned him as illiterate,. but he was a well meaning Man,.and he 
had heard his M'other talk fomething aboutfuch.an-Affair; but.11hall not 

lay a Strefs upon the Accounthe gave,. as he may be fuppofed prompted 

by the earneft Manner. of the Inquiry to give grateful Anfwers, .in Expecta
tion of a.Reward .. The Number of Settlers.in all Ptfaatua, the.Province of 
Main included,.did not at that Time exceed four Hundred People,_,but is 

now be.come. a well fettled Country; yet the.re·-was. among.ft the antient. 
People about Kittery, a. Tradition of Captain Nicholas. having. been on~ 
fach a Voyage, and as to which, on proper Application to Perfons who, 

have ·Influence, and will make due Inquiry, it apEears to me the Pt1blick~ 

wilt 
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will receive a farther Satisfaction than they may at prefcnt expect A 
confiderable Merchant who lived at Falmouth in· Pifcatua, a Man of 
Character, no Way biaffed for or againft a North-weft Paff age, but as 
he is fince dead, I may ta1(e the Liberty to fay, married a Daughter of 
his late Excellency Governor Tf7eymouth, mentioned an Anecdote re
fpeB:ing his Father, who was a very antient Man : That when the Dif

pute was between the late Governor Dobbs and Captain Middleton, he 
faid, Why do they make fuch a Fuzz about this Affair, our Old Nick 
( meaning ~aptain Shapley) was through there ? And this antient Gen
tleman had been an Intimate of Captain Shapley's. 

Early in the Year before this.Voyage Major General Gibbons went 
with others over to Pifcatua, to have a Conference about Church Mat
ters ; and Mr. Alexander Shapley was one on the Part of the Settlers in 
Pifcatua, and who had but returned from England the Fall before. At 
this Meeting, probably, they fixed on the Time and Manner of execu
ting the Defign, which they had before concerted. This whole Affair was 
concerted in an obf cure Part, the Affair not known to the People of B oflon, 
as it was more to the Purpofe of thofe who undertook it to keep it a Se
cret ; and probably Major Gibbons was more inclined it fhould be fo, as 
he had before met with two Difappointments. The Characters of the 
Perfons were fuch, as by whom it is very reafonable to fuppofe fuch an 
Expedition might be undertaken. Mr. Alexander Shapley was a Mer
chant, a lively, active, enterprifing Man; fufficient to this Purpofe hath 

. been faid of his Brother: And we may add to the Character of Major 
General Gibbons, it was faid of him, that he was much of a Gentleman, 
a brave, focial and friendly Man, had the latter E_nd of the Year 1639 
a Commiffion to be Captain of the Fort, was one of the Council, alfo 
concerned in Church Matters, as appears from Records. But during 
the Time that this Voyage was making, as that worthy Pafror of Boflon 
and great Antiquarian Mr~ Prince, who, from a generous Difpofition to 
get at the Truth, ufed extraordinary Induftry in this Affair, by fearching 
the Records in the old Church there in the Year 1752, could not fizA 

his I-land fet to any Thing, or any Matters relating to Major General 
Gibbons, th6' he found Papers figned by him frequently before, and other 
Tranfaclions in which he is mentioned to be concerned, aHo after the 

Time of this Voyage, and the only Objection that he could find ,v[.'.s, 
K l. that 
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that the Wife of Major General Gibbons mufr have had ·a feven Months: 
Child, if he went on fuch Voyage, as it was a Cuftom in the Church of 

Bojlon, at that Time, that the Child ihould be brought to be baptized 
the Sunday after it was born ; and by the Regifter it appears that this was 
the Cafe, according to the Time that it muft be fuppofed he returned .. 

The Name was Edward Gibbons ; and Seimor is a Miftake of the Tran
flator, not obferving that as de Fonte ref pectfully ftiles Shapley Captain, 
he would not mention the Owner by his Chriftian Name only, a fihe 
Gentleman and a Major General, but ftiles him agreeable thereto after 
the Spanifo Manner Sennor ; and this Miftake of the Tranflator, as to 
the Name, and not obferving that the Major General and the Owner 
were one and the fame Perfon, fhews that the Trani1at9r and Editors 
knew nothing of the Perfons mentioned .. 

What is faid of the largeft Colony in New England, called tlie Mat
techufets: The Dominions of New England confifred, at that Time, of 
the Colonies of Plymouth, Ma.ffachufets, and Connefiicut, of which Maffei.., 
chufets was the largeft, as New Hampjhire, Pifcatua, and the Province of 
Main, were under its J urifdiB:ion : And it is a 1ittle remarkable that the 
Admiral fhould call it the Maliechufets ; he apprehended it a Miftake)I: 
though fo exact as to the Names Shapley and Gibbons ; feerns to have. 
given the Alteration agreeable to his own Ideas,. and that it muft have. 
Reference to Malta. 

The old Man told them the Ship was of New England, from the Town 
called Bofton, which was the only Place where they could fit out pro-
perly or conveniently, the Part where· Shapley lived confifting only of a· 
few fcattered Houfes, and as it was very frequent from Boj!on to make· 
Voyages to the Northward, their true Defign for further· Difcoveries
might remain a Secret to all but themfelves. 

De Fonte's Addrefs to Gibbons as the Owner, reprefented fo on this Oc-.. 
cafion to ferve the Purpofe, though the V elfel feems to have been Alex~ 
11,nder Shapley's, implies that he underftood, or took the Advantage on· 
finding they had been trading with the Indians, that they had two Pur
poies in their Undertaking, to difcover a Palfage, and to trade. As to 
the firft, de Fonte tells him- he had an- Order to make a Pr.ize- of any 

People 



People Jeeking a We.ft or 1Vorth-weft Paf!age, fpeaking in general Terms, 

not of them only, fo concealing the A<lvice he had received as to their 

particular undertaking of this Difcovery ; nor could it be peculiarly 

underftood as to the Subjetcs of England, for the Danes alfo, to their 

immortal Honour, had before attempted the fame Difcovery ; and in 

Confequence let him know that the Part he was in was of the Domi

nions of the Crown of Spain, as his Commiffion could be of no Force 

beyond the Extent of that Dominion. De Fonte's Addrefs likewife im

plied, that as. he would confider them only as T radcrs, that he would 

not make Prifoners of them on that Account ; but expected after this. 

Adventure that others would learn to keep nearer home, for Fear of 

falling into a like Accident, and !]leeting not with the fame favourable 

Treatment.. N everthelefs he takes effectual Meafures to embarrafs them 

on their Return, and obliges them to ftay no longer in thofe Parts, as he 

takes from them what de Fonte calls a fmall Prefent of Provifions, which 

-he had no Need on, but he knew they might, and as to which, the Af

fair of Provifions, he gave fuch an Attention to, through the Courfe of 

his Voyage ; and though fmall what he accepted in refpect to the Sub

fiftance of thofe he had with him, yet as the Sequel will lhew, was after ... 

wards the Occafion of infinite Diftrefs to the Boflon People. The Gift 

in return, which is pompou!ly mentioned at twelve Hundred Pieces of 

Eight, when we confider the Price Things bore of this Sort where he 

purchafed it, in Peru_, as he eftimates by Pieces of Eight, the Manner 

of Valuation in thofe Parts, would not be to Gibbons a Hundred Pounds 

Sterling ; and the Prefent to the Seamen muft be confidered as in lieu 

of thefe Provifions ; and by this Means of mutual Prefents countenanced 

what was abfolutely extorted by Force, as was the Cafe with Shapley, as 

to his Charts and Journals, which he would not have parted with, but 

conftrained through Fear; and by his Englijh Seamen de :Fonte could let 

them know that the Provifions, Charts, and Journals would be acceptable. 

He executed his Defign in this Manner, that if the Boflon People re

turned there could be no proper Foundation for the Court of Eng-land 

to take Umbrage at his Proceeding. 

The Generofity of de Fonte fo exceeding what their Prefent and the 

Charts. and Journals could be worth, would be confidered as to make 

them fome Satisfaclion for their Difappointment; for the Fears they had 

be~n. 
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been put into, . and their being detained there ; the Gift of Wine, might 
be from a Ref peel: to Major General GiJ:;bons, as an Officer, whom d, 
Fonte ftiles modeft, tho' he might perceive it to be the Effect of his Un~ 
eafinefs on being thus intercepted. In all other Ref pecl:s, what he gave 
was aDebt which the Crown of Spain would pay, would be confidered as 
Money advanced in their Service; a Sum of noConfideration with them, 

as he had met with thefe People, procured their Charts by which they got 
into the Secret, by what Way they had advanced fo far, and probably 

very particular Charts and Journals of the other Voyagers whom Gibbons 

was acquainted with; and he would endeavour to be furnifhed with all 

Materials which he could probably procure before that he fet out. It 
would be greatly commended by the Court of Spain the artful Manage
ment of de Fonte in diftreffing thefe People, and not with a feeming In
tention, and giving an abfolute Difcouragement to other Adventurers, 

who would be afraid of falling into the Spaniards Hands, whom it would 
be foppofed conftantly frequented thofe Parts. 

De Fonte only mentions the Iffue of this Affair, what would be imme
diately nece.ff'ary for the Court to know; he mentions no intervening 
Circumftances, nor what Time there was between their Examination and 
the Prefents, whether he or they failed .firft, but it muft be fuppofed 
they were more than a Day together, and that de Fonte would fee them 
out of thofe Parts, as, if they had ftaid longer, they might probably 
have fupplied themfelves well with Provifions, and proceeded further; but 
as they were circumftanced, they would be put under a Neceffity to fet 
out for home, would be glad to leave him the firft Opportunity; and as 
de Fonte feems to be waiting for a Wind, which he had the fixth of 
Auguft, and it had in the interim been fair for the Bofton People, they 
were certainly gone before that de Fonte fet out on his Return. 

In the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of New England, by the Reverend Cot ton 
}Jather, publifhed at London in 1 702, in Folio, in his Account of won
derful Sea Deliverances, Book the fixth, is '!'he wonderful Story of Major 
Gibbons. 

' Among remarkable Sea Deliverances, no lefs than . three feveral 

' \Vriters have publifhed that wherein Major Edward Gibbons was con-

9 cerned 
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~ cerned. A Veffel bound frolJl Bofton to fome other Parts of Ame

' rica, was, through the Continuance of contrary Winds, kept fo. 

' long at Sea, that the People aboard were in extreme ftraits for Vv ant. 

' of Provifion, and feeing that nothing here below could afford them 

' any Relief, they looked upwards unto Heaven, in humble and fervent 

c Supplications. The Winds continuing frill as they were, one of the 

' Company made a forrow.ful Motion that they fhould, by a Lot, fingle 

' out One' to die, and by Death to fatisfy the ravenous Hunger of the 

' reft. After many a doleful and fearful Debate upon this Motion, they 

' came to a Refult, that it muft be done ! The Lot is caft ; one of the 

' Company is taken; but where is the Executioner that {11all do the ter

' tible .Office upon a poor Innocent ? It is a Death now to think who 

' fhall act this bloody Part in the Tragedy : But before they fall upon. 

' this involuntary and unnatural Execution, they once more went unto 

~ their zealous Prayers_; and, behold, while they were calling upon God,.. 

' he anf wered them, for there leaped a mighty Fifh into their Boar,_. 

~ which, to their double Joy, not only q:uieted their outrageous Hun

~ g~r,. but alfo gave them fome Token of a further Deliverance: How

' ever,. the Fiih is. quickly eaten; the horrible Famine returns,. the hor

" rible Diftrefs is renewed; a black Def pair again feizes their Spirits :: 

' For another Morfel they come to a fecond Lot, which fell upon ano

" ther Perfon; but ftill they cannot find an Executioner: They once. 

' again £all to· their importunate Prayers ; and~ behold~ a fecond An

" fwer fr.om above ; a great Bird lights,. and fixes itfelf on the Mail: ;, 

' one of the Men fpies it, and there it fl:ands until he took it by the· 

" Wing with his Hand. This- was a fecond Life from the Dead. Thisi 

' Fowl, with the Omen of a further Deliverance in it, was a fweet Feaft. 

' unto thei:n. Still their Difappointments follow them; they can fee 

" no Land; they know not where they are : Irrefiftable Hunger once: 

, more pinches them: They have no Hope to be faved but by a third 

" Miracle.:.- They return to another Lot ; but before they go to the 

' Heart·bre_aking Taik of £laying the Pedon under Df}ignation, they re

'" p~at ~heir Addrefies unto the God of Heaven,,. their former. Friend in 

" Advet:}ity ; and now they. look and look again,, but there is nothing :· 

" Their Devotions, are c.oncluded, and. nothing appears ; yet_ they hoped, 

" yet they il:aid, yet they ling.~red·:·· At lafr one of them fpies a Ship,. 

"which put. a new Hope and Llfe into them all.:. They bear. up with'. 
their, 
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' their Ship ; · they man the~r Long- boat ; tI1ey go to board the Veffel, 

' and are admitted. It proves a French Pyr1te : Major Gibbons Petitions 

' for a little Bread, and offers all for it ; but the Commander was one 

' who had formerly received confiderable Kindneifes of Major Gibbons 

' at Boflon, and now replied chearfully, Major Gibbons, not an Hair of 

' you, or your Company, fhall perijh if it lies in my Power to preferve 

' you. Accordingly he fupplied their Neceffities, and they made a com

' fortable End of their Voyage., 

There are nine other Accounts, in each of which the Places the Per

fons were bound to are particularly mentioned. In this Account (the 

Defign being only to fhew the wonderful Deliverance of Gibbons) Dr. 

Jvfather could not mention the Place to which the Voyage had been 

made in any other Manner, than to Jome other Parts of America, which 

hath an exact Corref pondence with the Voyage in which Major Gibbons 

was intercepted by de Fonte ; for that Voyage was properly to feveral 

Parts, not being to one particular Part of America ; which Parts were, 

at that Time, namelefs. It is faid forth(:r, that their Misfortune was 

occafioned by contrary Winds. De Fonte had a fair Wind from the fixth 

of Auguft to the fifth of September, and for a longer Time, fo contrary 

to the Bofton S~ip; afterwards they had the Wind again centrary, when 

they came into the Ocean, being North-weft or to Weftward of it, as 

they could fee no Land ; the Land expected to be feen may be fuppofed 

the Land of Newfoundland, or they were to Eaftward and Southward of 

the Gulph of St. Lawrence: And which Account of the Weather is agree. 

able to the Time of the Year that they were there, the latter End of 

September, or Beginning of October, being the Equinoctial Gales. Alfo 

as to the Fiih which muft have been a Sturgeon, which Fiih frequently 

jump into Boats; and fhews, as the Boat was out, that they had then 

moderate Weather, but contrary ; though a hard Gale fucceeded, as 

one of the Birds of Paffage, which are alfo then going to Southward, 

was blown off the Coafi: and tired, refted on the Mafl:. Far be it from 

me to reckon thefe as mere Accidents, and· not the Affiftances of the Al

'1ighty, but a Relief which the Almighty fent them by Contingencies 

which are natural : And as to the Ship, which was a French Pirate, fhe 

had probably come with a freih Wind out of the Gulph of St. Lawrence, 

and ftanding to Eaftward of Sables to clear that Ifiand and Nautuchet 
- ' 

for 
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~or which .the had a fair Wind ; and it is · faid the Commander had an 

Acquaintance with Major Gibbons, and received Favours from ~im at 

Bojlon; but I muft add an Anecdote, to fuew that there might alfo be 

another Reafon affigned, which would not be fuitable to be pt1blifhecl 

with that Account; Alexander S,hapley had ufed to hold a Correfpondence 

with thefe Kind of Gentry, as is evident from a fevere Cenfure on him 

on that Account, recorded in the Council Book at Boflon. It was a 

Ship that Major Gibbons was in when intercepted by de Fonte ; and 

this Account alfo mentions a Ship. After the Death of Major Gibbons, 

his Family, according to the Account of a very antient Gentiewoman at 

Boflon, removed to Bermuda; which Lady, who was near ninety Yean. 

of Age, had fame traditional Account of the Major having been fuch a. 
Voyage to difcover a new Way to the Eafl Indies, and fuffered mucl1. 

from the Snow and Ice, went through a great many Hardihips, and, Jhe 

faid, fhe thought it was from Bo.flan that he fet out.. The Perfons~ difco

ve.t'ed by M;onf. Grofeliers, at what he calls an Englijh Settlement, near 

Port Nelfon, as it is now termed, were Benjamin the Son of Captain Za~ 

chary Gillam, and fame others, from Boflon, who were the fame Year 

taken to Canada, whofe Journal of that Voyage the Author hath feeri~ 

and thisCircumftance is mentioned in it, whichPerfons have been miftakeff 

for Major Gibbons and his Company. 

' We arrived at the River Parmentiers the 11th of Auguft 86 Leagues, 
, and was on the South Side Lake Belle on board our Ships the 16th of 
, Augufl, before the fine Town Conojfet, where we found all Things ·well: 

, and the honeft Natives of Conojfet had, in our Abfence, treated our 

, People with great I-Iumanity, and Capt. de Ronquillo anfwered the:r 

~ Civility and Juftice.' 

We have been befote told, that the Admiral went fixty Leagues up 

Los Reyes, which I take to be the whole Diftance betwe~n the Entrance 

of Los Reyes to Conoffet in Lake Belle ; and if we tranfpofe the · above 

Words, , arrived, at Parmentiers the eleventh of Aug~tfl, and was on the 

, South Side Lake Belle eighty-fix Leagues on board our Ships the fix:. 

, . t~enth of Auguft,' then we have the Diftances refpecl:ing every Part of {e 

Fonte's Courfe thro' Land, from Los Reyes to Conoffet fixty Leagues, from 

Conof!et to L~ke de Fonte eighty-fix Leagues, from the Entrance of Lake 

L °' 
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de Fonte to the Streight of Ronquillo one Hundred and itxty Leagues,. 
from the Entrance of' the Streight of Ronquillo to the Sea thirty-fix 

Leagues. The Time that de Fonte was paffing down the River of Par
mentiers, and the Time he took to return,. are equal, which is plainly 

owing to his being obliged to wait the Tides for getting over the Falls. 

both \Vays. The fixth of July they had entered the Lake de Fonte, and 

by the fifteenth were through the Streights of Ronquillo, and at the Jn .. 
dian Town the feventeenth, fo they were eleven Days from their- En

trance into the Lake de Fonte ; but in their return the fame Way only

.five, favoured by a il:rong Current which the Wind occafioned to fet into 
the Lake, and having as much Wind as they could fly before, and now-

came direcHy back; whereas in their Paffage out they had made fome 

Delays. The Courfe to Conojfet being neareft N orth-eaft, I compute it 
to be in Lat. 5 6 Deg .. Long. 1 18° 2! frotn London~ The En.trance of 
Lake de Fonte (fuppofing the Courfe of the River Parmentiers and from 
Conefet Eaft·North Eaft) in Lat. 59° 4". Long. 113°. The Entrance of 
the Streights of Ronquillo Eaft North Eafi:, in Lat. 61 Deg. 8 Min .. 
Long. 9 8 Deg. 48 Min. the Courfe through the Streights to enter the 
Sea North by Eaft, fuch Entrance to be in Lat. 62. Deg. 48 Min. Long. 
98 Deg. 2 Min. which Courfe muft be confiftent with de Fonte's Account_ 
that a ftrong Current fet in, as by this Courfe foch Current nmft be accele
rated, if it fet to the Southward, by the \Vind from the Northward, or if it 
-was from the Southward, would be oppofed in going to the Northward. 

De Fonte proceeds to give an Account of the good Effate in which 
he found all Things on. his Return ; mentions the Honefty and Huma
nity of the Natives, and the prudent Conduct of Captain Ronquillo, 
who an[wered their Civility and Juftice. For they had, during the Time 

of de Font e's Abfence, procured, by dealing with the Natives, Store of 
good Provilidns to falt, Venifon, Fiili; alfo one Hundred Hogfheads of 
Indian Maiz ; befides the Service this would be of on their Return, pro
cured purfuant to de Fonte's Order, it employed the People, with the 
other neceffary Work about the Ships after fo long a Run, and kept 
them from brangling with the Natives. The Natives were alfo employed 
to their Intereft, which preferved them in good H llmour ; and a JuLlice 
ia d~aling prefe~ed their Friendfhip. 

The 



The ioth of Augufl an Indian brought me i Letter to CoMjfet, on 

' the Lake Belle, from Captain Bernarda, dated the 11th of Augujl, 

' where T-ie_ fent me Word he was returned from his cold Expedition, 

/ and did affure me there was no Communication out of the Spanijh or 

' Atlantick Sea, by Davis Streight ; for the Natives had conducted one 

' of his Seamen to the Head of Davis Streight, which terminated in a 

' frefh Lake, of about 30 Mile in Circumference, in the 80th Degree 

' of North Latitude; and that there was prodigious Mountains North 

' of it, befides the North-weft from that Lake the Ice was fo fixed~ that 

.. , from the Shore to 100 Fathom of_ Water, for ought he knew from the 

' Creation ; for Mankind knew little of the wonderful Works of God, 

' ef pecially near the North and South Poles : He writ further, that he 

' had failed from Baffe t Hland North Eaft, and Eaft North Eaft, and 

' North Eafl: and by Eaft, to the 79th Degree of Latitude, and the 

' Land trended North, and the Ice refted on the Land.' 

The Orders Bernarda received were to fail up a River North and 

North Eaft, North and North vV eft, which River I fuppofe to have 

emptied itfelf near to Los Reyes into the South-eaft Part of the South 

Sea ; and it is not uncommon, in America, that two great Rivers fhouW 

have their Entrances contiguous to each other ; and I fuppofe Conabaf-

fet, afterwards called Bajfet, to be in Lat. 58 Deg. 10 Min. to the Weft .. 

ward of Los Reyes in Long. 12 2 Deg. 9 Min. from London. The Courfe 

up the River Haro North 14 Deg. Weft; and as Conojfet is laid down in 

Lat. 56 Deg. Long. 118 Deg. 2 Min. the Diftance from Ba.ffet to Co

noffet is one Hundred and feventy-feven Miles; the Courfe North 46 

Deg. Weft. The Letter by the firft Meffenger was dated the 27th of 

7une, and is .received the fourth Day, as he could not come a direct 

Courfe, we may fuppofe he travelled fifty Miles a Day, which is an 

extraordinary Allowance, the greateft Part bY'Water, and Light moft of 

the Night. We know he would go Part by Water in Lake Belle, and 

Lake Belle iffoing its Waters both by Los ReJes and the River Par

mentiers, muft receive fome confiderable Influx of Waters by which 

it is formed, as well as to give a conftant Supply of the Vv aters 

that iffue from it, and which muft be principally or only from the 

Northward, for it cannot be fuppofed to receive its Waters from the 

Southward, and difcharge them there again,. and which the Meffenger 

L 2 would 



:would ·make·Ufe of ·as foon as p·offible; and come down Stteam .. The 

feconcl Meffenger, who is expreily ·mentioned to be an Indian, is nirre 

Days a coming. But Bernarda inentions nothing as to his Ship or Peo

ple in this Account, only fars he is returned from his cold Expedition, 

therefore probably he fent away the Indian as foon as he could after he 

entered the River, which ran into the 'Iartarian Sea, in Lat. 61. If 

-thi3 w~s the <;afe, we may fuppofe that the vVaters which came into the. 

Lake Bell~ heaq a $feat Way ~1p in the Country. 

Bernar·da had Directions, ;tfter he left Lake Valafco, to fail one Hun .. 

dred and forty Leagues Weft, and then four Hundred and thirty Leagues 

North Eaft by Eaft to .feventy-feven Degrees of Latitude. Bernarda:, 

in his Letter of the 27th of ]une obferves, there was a River. eighty 

Leagues iri Length., not comprehended in his Inftrucrions or Orders, 

~nd emptied itfelf in t:he er artc;rian Sea ; and fays, in his Letter of the 

! 1th of Auguft, that he failed from the !Hand Bajfet North-eaft; with that 

Courfe, when he entered the 'l'artarian Sea, in Latitude 61, his Lon

'gitude would be 116 Deg. he then begins the Cour-fe de Fonte direB:ed. 

·him, one Hundred and forty Leagues Eafi: North Eaft; · and he mentions 

·on his Return he had fteered that Courfe, keeping the Land aboard. So 

that Weft and the Land trending North Eaft, are Miftakes in the Publi

cation in April; b1.1t the mentioning how the Land trended, 1hews. he. 

was then entering the Sea; for to talk of Land, with ref peel: to a Ri

ver, is abfurd; and with the Courfe and Diftance he fteered would be 

in Lat. 63 Deg. 39 Min. and Long. 110 Peg. from London: Then he 

fteers four Hundred and thirty-fix Leagues North Eaft and by Eaft, and that 

brings him into Latitude 79 Deg. Long. 8 7 Deg. from London. But 

the Land trending N onh, and with Ice, which would be dangerous for 

the Periagos; and as the Land trended North, where he was appearing 

to him to be the neareft Part he could attain to to go to the Head of 

D·avis Streigh~ ; and as to the Diftance over Land, and th~ Propriety 

of fending a ·Meffenger, the Indians would inform him ; he fends a Sea

man ove~ wit~ an Indian to t~ke a Surv~y of ·the Head of fuch Streights, 

·by us called Baffin's Bay ; which ~ ame was not at that Time gene~lly 

received. VJhich Seaman reports, that it terminated in the eight:iet~ 

Dewee of Latitude, in a Lake of about thirty Miles in Circumfer~nce
1 

with prodi&ious l\1ountains North o{ it, which indeed formed that Lake, 
or 
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or is a Sound, as that of Sir y-ames Lancafter and of Alderman Jones; 

and afong the Shore, from the Lake North-weft, the Ice was fixed, 

lying a great Diftance out, which was very confiftent with there being no 

Intets there, the Waters from which would have iet it oft: The Diftance 

tha:t the lHdian and Sailor travelled would not exceed fifty_ Miles ; and 

their mentioning the high Mountains to Northward imply, that they 

were in .a more level Country where they were to ta~e this View. Light 

all Night, the Snow off the Ground, ancl the Heighth of Summer there. 

It is no vain Conjec1:ure to fuppofe that the Journey was practicable, 

·even if performed all the Way by Land, and muGh ea(ier, which is not 

the leaft improbable, if they had an Opportunity of making Part of it by 

·water. Bernarda proceeding thus far in the 'I' artarian Sea, and enter .. 

ing in Latitude 6 r, is no vVay contradi,tt:ory to the Ruffian Difcoveries; 

and by the 'l'artarian Sea is meant, the Sea which wallies the Northern 

Coafts of 'fartary, and is fuppofed to extend rmmd the Pole. Thofe 

Diicoveries are agreeable to the Japanefa Map, as to th~ North-eaG: 

Parts of Afia, and North-weft Parts of .America, brought over by Kemper, 

and in which Map there is expreffed a Branch of the <rartarianSea orGulph, 

extending ro the Southward, agreeable to this Account of de F()n/e. \Vho 

calls it, with refpeB: to Ajia, the North and Ea.ft Part of the 'I'artariau 

Sea. Which compared with what de Fonte fays, as to failing down the 

River to the North-eaft Part of the South Sea, theie E:{premons caft a 

mutllal Light on each other, and that the .drchipelagu.s of Saint LazarUJ 

-is a Gulph or Branch of the Sea, in the like Manner. 

Places which are · in one and the fam~ Latitude, have not an equal 

Degree of Heat or Cold, or are eqtJ~lly fertile or barren, the Difference 

in thefe Ref pecl:s chiefly con!iD:s in their Sit~1ation. The Country of La

brador, which is to Eaftward of Hudfon's Bay, in Latitude 56, almoft as 

high a Latitude as Port Ne/fon, is a Coumry capable cf being improved 

by Agriculture, anq woi~ld fupply all the Neceffaries of Life:t though 

interrpi~ed with rugg~d ~d craggy Mountain~. The vVinter's qot fcy. 

fevere as in the more So.uthern Parts of Hudfon's f3.ay'} as the Earth 

is not fr()ze there, as it is in the fame and lower Latitudes ~bqut tha.t 

Bay : .J\lfo People have wintered in the Labrador, wearing only their 

pfual Cloathing ; Theref~r.e drawing a Parallel between Port Nefen anlj 

Conojfet, as to the Infertility of one, therefore the other being in the 
. fume 
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ftrnc Latitude, could not produce Maiz to fupply- Ronquillo, is an Qb
jefti,)n which hath no Foundation jn it. The higher the. Latitude the 

quicker is the Vegetation ; and as Indian Corn or Maiz may be pla~1ted 

::tnd gathered in three Months in lower Latitudes, it may be in an equal 

nr kfs Time in higher Latitudes, in a good Soil. As to Port Nelfon, or 

~York Fort,· in Hucbon's Bay, it is a low Country through which two large 

Rivers pafs, with the Bay in Front, and nothing is certainly known of 
the more inland Parts. 

The phyfical Obftacles that are produced againft our giving Credit to 
this Account of de Fonte, from the Depth of the-Palls at the Entrance of 
Lake Belle in the River Parmentiers, and from the River Bernarda paffed 
up, are, from not underftanding what is expreffed by the Word Falls 
amongft the Americans. They mean by a Fall wherever there is the 
leail: Declivity of the Water; and the Fall of thirty-two Feet in the Ri
ver Parmentiers, doth not mean a perpendicular Fall, as the Objector 
would have it underftood, however ridiculous to foppofe it, but eight 
gradual Defcents, from the Beginning of which to the Extremity of the 
laft there was a Difference of thirty-two Feet, and which became level 
or even at the Time of high Water. 

What Bernarda fays as to his cold Expedition, a Perfon ufed to the 
Climate of Peru might juftly fay fo, ~f the Nights and Evenings 
and Mornings, at that Ti~e of the Year, in the Latitude of feventy
nine, though temperate in Latitude fifty-fix; and the whole Difpofition 
of the Country, the immenfe high Lands, their barren and defert Afpecr, 
in Places their Summits covered with perpetual Snow, the Ice fixed to 

·the Shores, Sheets of floating Ice in the Waters, the immenfe Ifiands, 
frequently feeing Whales, Sea-horfe, and a great Variety of the Inhabi
tants of thofe Waters, which do not frequent the Southern Parts : The 

·Whole a Scene fo different from the Verdure and Delights of the Plains 
about· Lima, and from the pleafing Views that prefent themfelves on run

ning along the Coafts of Peru, Bernarda might well be affected with fuch 
Scene as to exprefs himfelf, thatMankind knew little of the wonderful 
Works of God, ef pecially near the; North and the South Poles. But he 
was not fo ignorant as to report, that he faw Mountains of Ice on the 
Land, as well as in the Sea, though he might fee them forming between 

3 Points 
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Points of Land, which jetted out into the Sea; and foch a Columm of 
lee would appear to him as fomething very curious. 

That thefe Parts were inhabited does not appear, for it was a Native 
of Conibaffet that condutl:ed the Seaman over the Land ; and, at that 
Seafon of the Year, the fre1h Waters are thawed, no Snow on the 
low and level Lands~ only on the extreme Summits, of the Hills. 

What is obj¢cced as to the Affability of the Inhabitants, that it is not 
coniiftent with the Charatl:er of the Indians. Hof pitality is the Charac...
terifti~k of the _Indians towards Strangers, until fuch Time as they are 
prejudiced from fome ill Treatment ; and by the Account given by Sir 
Francis Drake, as to the Indians of California, and by the Spaniards who· 

furveyed the W eftern Coafts, and the Ifiands lying off, they are repre,.. 

fented in general as a kind, tractable People,. and of a docile Temper~ 

As to the Dif patch nfed by Indians in carrying Expreifes, or their· 
Runners as they term them, to carry Me!fages from one Nation to ano .. 
ther, they will gird themfelves up with the Rhind of Trees, and keep 
going inceifantly great Diftances with a furprifing Agility Night and 
Day, taking little either of Sleep or other Refrefhments, and keep a 
direct Courfe,. and in· the Night :fteer either by the Moon or Stars. Nor 
is there any Thing miraculous in thefe Journeys, -which the Expreffes, 

performed, either as to Diftance or as to Time, ef pecially as they pa!fed. 
through a Country abounding with Waters, and which Country being in

habited they could be fopplied with Canoes, or they would find Floats 
at the Places where they ufually pafs the Waters. 

Bernarda meeting de Fonte at a Port up the River R,·o los Reys, ihews 
he had Perfons aboard who could direct him there, therefore nmft have 
been previouny there ; and they can be fuppofed to be no other than the 
J efuits, which is a further Proof of the J efoits having been before i.I? thefe 
Parts. .It wa.s confiftent that the Ships ihould join and return home 
together. From whe~ Bernarda came to with his Ship was one Hun
dred and twenty Miles to Conojfet: His Letter from thence was dated 
the 2 9th of Augttft, and de Fonte failed the fecond of September: It may 

be fuppofed the Letter came to -Hand the firft of September, which. is 
fot~r 
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four Days, and the Exprefs had now all the ,v ay by Water, and moftly 
againft Stream. De Fonte, .to fhew that , he had preferved the Affec
tion of the Natives, mentions that he was accompanied with them ; and 
they were of Affiftance to him in the Pilotage down the Riv::r. De 
Fonte adds, he had fent a Chart ·with the Letter, which is mifimderftood, 
zs if fuch Chart had come to the Hands of. the Editor$ ; which will: 

make this much more demonflrative, were W orµs add~d. by them ; but it 
was ufual in all the Naval Expeditions to have Perfons aboard whom 
they called Cof mographers, to take Draughts of Places, . and -compofe 
their Charts, and at that Time a very reputable Employment. 

Mfguel Venegas, a Mexican Jefuit, publifhed at Madrid in 1758, a N~
tural and Civil Hiftory of California ; a Tranfiation of which was pup..: 
liihed in London in 17 59, in two Volumes; and Vol. i. P. 185, fays~ 
' To this .l£ra (the laft Voyage he mentions was in 1636) belongs the 
' Contents of a Paper publiihed at London, under the Title of the N ar
., rative of Bartholomew de Fuentes, Commander in Chief of the Navy in 
< New Spain and Peru, and Prefident of Chili, giving an Account of the 
" moft remarkable TranfaB:ions and Adventures in this Voyage, for the 
.' Difcovery of a Paff age from the South Sea, to that of the North in the 
.~ Northern Hemif phere, by Order of the Viceroy o£Peru in the Yeari 640. 

' This Writing contains feveral Accounts relating to California ; bu,t 
~ without entering into long Dif putes, let it fuffice to fay, that little 
·' Credit is to be given to this Narrative. For the fame Reafon we h_ave 
' before omitted the Accounts of Voyages made from the South .Sea to 
;' the North round beyond California, and thofe of a contrary Direction, 
' of which an Account is given by Captain Seixa; and Lobertl, in i:rhea

' tro Naval, in Spanijh and French ; and particularly of that Spaniard 

' who is fuppofed, in three Months, to have come from Puerto de Na
' vidad and Cabo Corientes to Lijbon. Thefe and other Accounts dif:. 
·' perfed in different Books, we defignedly omit, as they want the nece~: 
" fary Authenticity.' 

This Work was publilhed with a Defign to induce the Court of Spain 
to a further Conqueft of, an intire Reduction of, and the full fettlin,g 
of California, as of the utmoft Importance to Religion and the State; 
and one of the Arguments is, for their immediate putting what he r~-

commencls 
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-c-0mmends in Execution, the repeated Attempts of the Englijh to find 
a Paffage into the South Sea. And obferves, ' Should they one Day foe
., ceed in ~his, why may not the Englijh come down through their Con
., quefts, and even make themfelves Mafters of New Mexico, &c.' which 
implies, that lle did not look on fuch an Attempt as void of all Hopes 
of Succefs ; and he again fays, ' Whoever is acquainted with the pre
' fent Dif pofition of the Englijh Nation, and has heard with what Zeal 
' and Ardour the Project for a North-weft Paff age has been ef poufed by 
' many confiderable Perfons, will be convinced that the Scheme is not 
' romantick, and it would not be furprizing if the Execution of it ihould 
' one Day come under Deliberation.' Thus artfully hints, fuould the 
Scheme come under Deliberation, the Event would be to be feared; 
and though he afcribes his Opinion of its not being romantick, is, to 
many confiderable Perfons having ef poufed the Scheme, yet he tacitly ap
plies to their own Knowledge, to what the Court of Spain knows as to 
this Paffage. He then proceeds, ' If this Jhould ever happen,' the De-
liberation, ~ what would be the Condition of our Poffefiions ?' The 
Deliberation would, from ,Confequences that would follow on fuch a 
Deliberation, endanger our .Poffeffiol)s. 

Don Cortez informed the King, by a Letter of the 15th of Otlober 

1524, that he was building two Ships, to get a Knowledge of the Coaft 
yet .undifcov.ered between the River of P anaco and Florida, and from 
thence to the Northern Coaft of the faid Country of }1orida, as far as 
the Baccaloo, ·' It being certain, as he expreffes himfelf, that on that 
, Coaft is a Streight running into the South Sea'-' Go<l grant that ,the 

, Squadron may compafs the End for which it is defigned, namely, to 
·, difcover the Streight, which I am fully perfuaded they will do, be

' -caufe in .-the Royal Concerns of your Majefty nothing can be con
' -cealed; and no Diligence or Neceffaries fuall be wanting in me to ef
' feel: it.' Again, ,. ·1 hereby inform your Majefty, that by the Intelli .. 
, gence I have received of the Countries on the upper Coaft of the 
, fending the Ships along, it will be attended with great Advantage to 
, me, and no lefs to your Majefty. But acquainted as I am with your 
., Majefty's Defire of knowing this Streight, and likewife of the great 
, .Service it would be to your Royal Crown.' Vol. i. P. 130. 

M Agreeable 



Agreeab!e. to· this Letter feveral Attempts we_re made by Sea to difco ... 
ver wh~ther· Florida was l?art of the Continent, or foparated by a Streight;· 
but whether Cortez purfued his Defign by fearching between Florida 
along the Coaft of Baccalous, Newfoundland, and the <:rcrra de L11f1t1tdor, 
for a. Streight, by which there. was a Paffage from the N()rth to the 
South Sea is uncertain.. New Spain comprehended the Country front the 
Cape of Labr.ador to the Cape de los Martires, or of Martyrs, oppofite to 
the Ifiand of Cuba. From thence to the Streights. of Magellan was 

called Florida. 

The King of.Portugal; with a View of finding a !hotter P-ailag_e t()..· 
thofe Parts of the Indies, which he hadi difcov.ered, tlian by the Gape of" 
Goo-d. Ht>pe, .. fent,. in the Year fifteen H,undred, Gajper de Corte &al to 
the North of .Amer-ica.,. who 'landed on the 'Ierrra de Labrado,-; alfo gave 
his·.N ame to a Promontory on that Coaft: which he called PrrHnollletiunt 
Corteri-ale. The N-ame of La-btador implies a fertile Country, and given, 
in DiftinB:ion from the high- barren 1-aountainous Country to Northward, 
which Gafper. difcovered in-Latitude· fixty~ and to the Sol:tthward of it .. 
But this DiftinB:ion feems to ,hav,e been. foon/ lo:ft,. and the. Name ot La
krador is now. giv:en: to the. whole C.oaft .. 

From the Knowledge we nave of thefe ·PArts we· may conch1de~ that>· 
the Pr.omonterium.Corteriale was what. we at-. prefelilt. name- Cape Chidley,. 
and the Ifiands de .. Demonir;.r, .. where Gajper. loft.. a; Veffel, .. thofe. Hlands\\ 
now named Button's Iilands ; and it was- Hudfon'·s Stre-ights to which he· 
iave the ,Name of the. River of the. ~bree Brl/thers., thoug_h the Reafon· 
of his giving that Name is not. known to us •. 

We ,may perceive from this Account of Gajper's Voyage,.whodid not; 
proceed to Weftward to make.. a .Paff age, . but coafted down the main: 
Land, the Accounts of their being a. Por.tuguefe wh9. made a Voy~g~ 
through the Streights of Anian.,. calling a. Rromontory after his Name· 
.Promonteriwn .. Corteriale.," hath had'. fome Foundation in Truth ; . and in~ 
what is faid by Frifius,. an. a.ntient Geographer, rnlling it the Streights 
of 'I'hree Brothers'}. or Anian, (which that Word. imports). becaufe three 
Brothers. had paf.fed through a Streight.from the Nortb to tl~e.South Sea . 
• I.t is alfo apparent. that the Name of 4nian was firft given by Ga/per 

Cort&ria!is 
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C()l·terfolis (for fome particular Re~fq11 imknown to \ls) to that Part, 

which is now Hudfon's Streights. Thou$h in Time this became a propor 

Name to exprefs a Streight by which there is a J?-aflage from the North 
to the Sr;uth Se~, and is contended for · tQ . b~ tl1e proper N a~ne of 
the Streight that divides .dfia from ..dmeric4, by which there i~ a Com
munication with the 'J'4rtarian a.n.d S<t11,t/;Jern Ocean. After ~ Difcovery 
of thefe Coafts h~d been macle t_o Northward, the following Year the 
King of Portugal fent Americus Y ejpyjinQ to So~1thward, to difcover the 
Land there. 

Cortez's Defigns feem to have their Foundation in thefe Expedition; 

of the Por1uguefe; but it was not until after the Year 1513, that the 
South Se6. was difcovered, and the Portugueze had- difcovered the Mo
luccas, that the finding a Streight to the Northward, by which a Paffage 

might l>e made to the South Sea, became a Matter of particular Atten

tion, and was the firft and principal Object of Cortez's Attention aftet 

he had l?ecome Mailer Qf the C:apital of Mexico in 1521; and this Opi~ 
nion of a P~{fage to Northward continued during the Reign of Charle, 
the Fifth. Who in the Year 1524- fent fn;nn Old Spain to difcover a Pat: 
fage tp the Moluccas by the N ort:h of America, without Succefs ; but 
EfteveJ/, Gr;1,nez, who was font on that Expedition, brought fome 11tdian1 
hoJine with him. Then in the Year 1526 Charles the Fifth wrote to Cor

tez, in Anf~er to his Letters, and orders him to fend the Ships at Za
capila to dfcover a Paffage from Neru; Spain to the Mol~ccas. 

from this Time, the Year 1526, the Opinion of there being a Streight 
was gen_~rally received, though on wha.t Foundation does not appear· 
It was cert~inly on fame bette~ Reafon than (lajper's Difcoveries ; and a 
Confideration of the Importance fuch a Paffage would be of to the King 
of Spain with refpect to the Spice Iilands. It is confiil:ent with the Cha
ratl:ers of the Emperor Charles the Fifrh, and of Cartez, when there were 
fo many other folid Projetl-s to purfue and this was preferred, to .fuppofe 
that they fhould. go, at that Time, on a meer vifio11:ary Scheme. 

The fame Opinion of a Paff age to Northward prevailed in the Time 

.-of Philip .the Second, and in the Year 1596 he fent Orders to the Vice-
M 2 roy 



roy of Mexiro for difcovering and making Settlements in proper Parts of 
California, and one Reafon affigned was,. ' There was much Talk about 
' the Streight of Anian, through which the South Sea was faid to com

' municate with that of the N~rth, near Newfoundland; and fuould the 
' Englifh find out a pracl:icable Paffage on that Side, our Dominions, 
' which then included all Portuguefa India, would be no longer fecure, 
' all the Coaft from Acapulco to Culidcan being quite defencelefs, and 
' from Culiacan Northward, not one fingle Settlement was made on the 
' whole Coaft.' Hift. Cal. V. i. P. 163. That now not only. the Opi
nion of there being a Streight prevailed, but it was alfo fixed as to the 
Part, and had the Name of .dnian. 

The Opinion of a Paffage ftill exifted in the Reign of Philip the 
Third ; and the fame political Motives induced him to order the Con
_queft of California to be undertaken with all poffible Expedition; and 
one Reafon affigned is, ' His Majefty alfo found among other. Papers a. 
' Narrative delivered by fame Foreigners to his Father, giving an Ac
' count of many remarkable Particulars which they faw in that Country, 
' when driven thither by Strefs of Weather from the Coaft of Newfound'
' land ; adding, they had paffed from the North Sea to the South, by 
' the Streight of Anian, which lies beyond Cape Mendocino ; and that 
' they had arrived at a populous and opulent City, walled and well 

' fortified, the Inhabitants living under a regular Policy, and were a fen
' fible and courteous People ; with many other Particulars well worth 
' a further Enquiry.' · It muft be confidered this is given us in the Hi. 
itory of California, V. ii. P~ 239, from the Monarchia Indiana of Juan 
'Torquemada, a learned Francifcan, publifhed at Madrid in 1613, and 
republiihed in 17 23,. Vol. i. P. 629, That a Paper of this Sort was found 
in the Cabinet of Philip the Second, was thought deferving the Atten
tion of Phi lip the Third. However the ~atter of it is reprefented here, 
for nothing could be - publifhed but what was firft perufed and altered, 
fo as to make it confiftent with the Intereft of Holy Church, the State, 
or good l\fanners, before it was licenfed, fuch Paper muft have c0ntained 
fome material Intelligence as to a Paffage ; and it is faid to have con
tained Jome remarkable Particulars. Neither would the Work have been 
licenfed, if what is related as to their having been fuch a Paper, had 
not been true. 

Cf orquemada1 
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crorquemada, Vol. i. P. 20, quo~es Francifco Lopez de Gomara, deemed 
a careful Writer, and Author of the Hiftory of th~Indies. Who fays the 
Snowy Mountains. are in forty Degrees, . and the furthermoft Land that is 
laid down in our Maps ; but the Coaft runs to the Northward until it 
comes to form an Ifiand by the Labrador, or as feparated from Greenland; 
and this Extremity of the Land is five Hundred.and ten Leagues in.Length. 

As to what- ·is faid as to the Latitude .of forty Degrees ,in this ~ota
tion .. from Gamara, 9:'orquemada hath prefixed a Map to his Work,. agree
able- to that formed by. the · King's Cofmographers, . in which he- hath 
made the moft Weftern and Northern Part of the Land in almoft forty.
feven Degrees; and then the Land trends. to the Eaftward~ .and the Ser
ras Nevadas are reprefented to extend .:a. great Length along the Coaft, 
and to -Latitude 57 Degrees .. Mentions, Vol. L. P. 16, the Royal Cofmo-

. graphers do not infcrt any Thing in their Charts of the .Sea Coafts but 
what they have upon Oath, or·from·creditablePerfons; and' They make 
' a Supputatioff in the Northern Parts of Ifiands, which.do not lie near or 
' contiguous to the Lands of Europe; as to· which-Ifiands, not long fince 
' difcovered, the one is. called Iceland, th.e other -Greenland, which are 
' the Bo>mds, Limits, or Marks, . that -divide., the Land of. the Indies 
' from any other Part· howfoever fituated ·or ,difpofed ;'. afterwards ob-

·ferves, which Hlands are ·not far from the Labrador; from which it is 
plain he calls-America an Ifiand.· And -this is. agreeable to what Acofla 
fays, in the Senfe which I underftand him, that-.Q.uivira and Anian extend 
to the Weftern Extremity of America ; · and - that the Extremity of the 
Kingdom· of Anian ·to the -North e~tends under the Po_lar or Artic-k Circle, 
and,- if the Sea did not prevent it, would be found to jqin the Countries 
of 'f artary and China ; and the Streight of Anian takes its Courie through 
the Northern Region, under the Polar Circle, towards Greenland, Iceland, 
England, and to the Northern Parts of Spain . . By Greenland I under
ftand the Land to. Northward, which is the North Part of Hudfan's 
S-treights, and Cumberland Iiles ; and thatthis Streight ihould determine 
here is agreeable to what·Cortez fays he would fend to fearch as far as 
the Baccallaos, (which- was a Name given by Cabot in 1496) for the 
Streight by which he expected a Paifage from the North. to the South Sea. 
By Ireland is meant, as is apparent from a View of foch l\{ap hereunto an

nexed, the Land to Northward of Cape Farewel, or the Praper Greenland. 
Gonwra 
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G om(?t,1 mentions thefe lfiands had not been · tong· difcovertd.. It is ap
parent from: the Map, that they had a very imperfoct- .i\.q:ount of tl)efe 

Difcoveries, which were made by Frobijher and Davis, who .:llfo wer~ far 
from being exact. in their Coil)putations of the Longitude. 

In this Map prefixed· to 'l'orquemada's Work, and Jlere annex~g, the 
Southern Part of Newfoundland is laid down in Lat. 55, nine Degrees more 

to the Northward than it ought to be, forwhichReafon theL1;br4dor,Gr~en
!tznd, andlcelan4,.are placed much further to Northward than they .pught 
to be placed, and are made to extend beyQnd the Polar Circle. It is :(rQm 

this Suppofition of Newfoundland being in fo high a Latitude that ./l.cofta 
fays, the Streight ofAnian takes its Courfe through the Northern Re
gion under the.Polar Circle towards Greenland and Iceland. In the faqie 

Map the exi·remeft Point of California, anf werable to Cape St. Lucas, is 
laid down in .Longitude 105 Degrees from the M~ridian of Ferro, and 

._the Extremity of the Land to W eihvar.d a Cape to Northwa,rd of Caµe 

Fortunes, hut to which no N4me is given, ~nd fo Latitud~ 47, is placed 

in 135 Degrees from the Meridiap of Ferro; the Difference of Longitude 
.is 30 Degrees. This Map, publiihed by CJ'orquemada, was conil:ruc):ed 

. before the Year 1612, .therefore prior to a Map publifhed in Holla1;d in 
1619, under the Title of Nova CJ:otius Orbis Defcriptio, prefixed to the 

·Voyage of George Spilbergen, in which the Errors of '.I'orquemada's Map, 

as to the Situation of Newfoundland, and the Places to Northward are 
corrected ; yet great Errors a,re committed as to the Parts to W eftward 

of America, making eighty-five Degrees of Longitude between Cape St. 

Lucas and the Extremity of the Land to W eftward and Northward in 

Lat. 42 ; and ninety-five Degrees between Cape St. Lucas and the Ex-

, tremity of .the Land neareft to Afia. The Reafon of this Difference is 
plain, they both err with refpett to thofe Parts, of which they had not 
,authenticated Accounts. 

Cortez wrote to the Emperor that he had fent People on Difco

very, both by Land and Water, it was not defigned tha:t their Dii: 
covefies ihould be communicated, as Cortez intended to turn them 

to his own private Advantage. But when Mendoza fitted out two Ar

maments, one by Land under the Command of Coronado, and the 

.other . by Sea under .Alarcon; Alarcon was ordered to Latitude 53, to 

join the Land Forces., and to make a Survey of the Coaft, and fee if 

there 
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there was a Paffage or a Communication by Water through thofe Coun

tries which Coronada was to difcover and fubdue, with the South Sea. As 

to Coronado, the francifcans had been before in thofe Parts, and they 
gave Information and Direction as to his Part of the Expedition ; but as 
to the Part that Alarcon had, op what Information he was ordered to go 

to Latitude 53; and what Probability there was that it was poffi.ble for 
him to find fuch Paffage, and join the Land Forces, does not appear. 

But from his not finding fi.1chPaffage,. not joining the Land Forces, and 

proceeding no further than the Lat. 3 6, , though his Reafon for not going 

further is, that the Land then trended to the Northward,. which 

he fupp.0fed. would put .. him further off from the Army, whom he 

knew were in ten bays March .of him, and the Excufe of Sicknefs and 
ill Condition of his V dfels, occafioned . him to return before his 
Time; yet his Conducfthrew. the. whole Difgrace of. the ill Succefs- ·of 
that f.xpedition on Alarcon, both with. the Emperor and the Viceroy : 
And what he wrote to the Emperor was not attended to. . He wrote to 
the Emperor,.'· That.it was for.him only, and not iff Subordination to 
'· the Viceroy, that he had conquered,; difcovered, and entered. on the 
,, Californias, and all thofe Lands on the Coafts of the South Sea; that 
, ; he had learnt that fome. of thofe Lands were not far frorn-.the Coafts 

, · of Grand. China ; · that there was but a f mall :Navigation to the Spice 
,, IO.ands, .. which he knew was wifhed for at that Time; that it engaged 
, all his Thoughts, and was his mo.ft ardent Defire to undertake Juch 

'·Navigation. '.torquem. VoL i. P. 609 .. 

On Alarcon's Return ]ttan Rodrique de Cabrillo was fitted : out, who 

went as far as Lat. 44. Sicknefs, .Want of Provifions, and his Ships 
not being. of fufficient Strength for thofe Northern Seas, obliged him to 
return., . thoug~ he was defigned to go fi.1rther to Northward .. The Ships 

returning from the Philippines, which was alfo an Expedition in the Time 
ofViceroyihip of Mendoza, fell in with the Land' in Lat. 42, and found 

it- all to be 'l'erra Firma, from , a Cape ther~, . which they named Mwdo

cino to the .Port of La N avidad. In 1602 Vizcaino went, and then t!1.c 
Difcovery was made by Martin de .4guilar-; and 'rorquemada tells u~, 

Vol. i. Lib. 5. P. 725. That if there had not been, only fourteen healthy 
Perfons when they were at Cape Blanco, they were refolved to pafs thro, 
the Streight, . which they named Anian, and which Streight is faid to be 

there; and P. 719, fpeaking of the Entrance of Martin Aguilt?r, it is 
4. underil:ood 
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1:mderftood to be a River, ·by which you may pafs to a.greatCity, ·which 
the Hollanders difcovered coming through the Streight, which is the 
Streight of Anian, and which City, he fays, was named Q.,uivira. 

Thefe Voyages, and we have Accounts of no others, could not have 
furnifhed the Cofmographers the principal Materials for compofing their 
Map, and it muft have been agreeable to thofe Materials, befides the 
Accounts of thefe Voyages fent to Old Spain, that they fet .down the 
utmoft. Limits of the Weftern Coaft to be in the Longitude of 13 5 
Degrees from the.Meridian of Ferro. Therefore it was their Opinion 
at that Time that one Hundred and thirty-five Degrees_ was near the 
Difference of Longitude of the Entrance of the Streight of Anian in 
the South Sea, accounting the Longitude from the Meridian of Ferro. 

For which Reafon the Spaniards can never be underftood to mean by the 
Streight of Anian the Streight which feparates Ajia and America, no~ 
.named Beering's Streight, and by which there is a Communication be
tween the Sea of CJ'artary, or the Frozen Ocean, and the South Sea. 

· It is fomething ·remarkable, and fupports what hath been before faid 
as to Deficiency of the Spanifh Records, what Jefuit Venegas, the Author 

of the Hiftory of California, fays, Vol. ii. P. 228, ' I was extren1ely 

' defirous of .finding Capt. Sebaflian Vizcaino's N atrative, and the Re
' prefentations of the Council to his Majefty Philip the Third, efpecially 
' the Maps, Plans, Charts of his Voyage and Difcoveries, in order to 

' communicate the \Vhole to the Publick. Accordingly at my Requeft · 
·' Search was made in the Secretary's Office of the Council of the Indies: 
' But in this Intention of being ferviceable to the Publick I have been 

' difappointed/ And ·he again obferves, on the Governor of Cinaloa 

being ordered to pafs ov& c;tnd take a -Survey of the Coafts, Iflands, 
Bays, Creeks, and the Difpofition of the Ground of California, in the 
Year 1642, Vol. i. P. 18 8_, ' There would have been little Occafion, 
' fays he, for this preparatory Survey, after fo many others which had 
' been continually making for above a Century, bad the Reports, Nar
' ratives, Charts, ·nraughts and Maps, which were made, or ihould 
' have been made, by fo many Difcoveries frill continued in being. 
' But thefe are the Effects of a Want of a proper Care in preferving Pa
• pers, a Fa ult to pe regretted by Perfons in Powe~, to whom they 
~ would be of Service in the Conduct of Affairs, and by private Per·

., fons 
' 
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· fons, on the Account of their lntereft, or as Entertainments of a ·coin
' mendable Curiofity.'-' But by the Lofs of fome Papers, either thro, 

' a Change in the Government, or Irregularity in the Records, the whole 

' Advantage of an Expedition is loft.' 

From this Declaration by one who being a J efuit, and of Mexico, 

compofing a Wark e·ntirely for the publick Service, under the Direcrion 

of the J efuits ; by their Influence could attain the Sight of any Papers 

which were thought interefting as to..,the Work he was compofing; and 

his laft Reflection is not confined to the Records of Old Spain only; it 

is apparenr'·what Uncertainty there is of attaining any Evi~ence from foch 

Recorcts, as to the Difcoveries made in the, firft Century after the Con

qi1eft of Mexico, and· for a long Time after. The Narrative of 'Vizcafno's 
t oyage, and every Thing th~reto relating, as to any remaining Records 

might have·becoine difputable, had not Torquemada collected it, and pub

lifued it ·'amongft other Accounts ; yet what 'I'orquemada hath preferved 

is 'but imperfeEt~ as 'is apparent from a Journal of that Voyage, preferved 
i't1 a private · ~and at Manilla, and · a Sight of large Extracts from 
whith'the Auth.or·bath been favoured by a Gentleman in London. It is 

owmg to wn·at CJ(orquemada and fome others have colletl::ed of the Ac

counts which the Religious· were the Authors of, that the Publick have 

the .Accounts of thofe Parts ; . but f uch Voyages and Accounts as have 
not met with the fame· Means of being· preferved, the Publick, from 

fuch Neglect, know nothing of them. It is plain from Gomara's Ac
count, alfo from Acofta's, that great Difcoveries had been made in thefe 
Parts, but' as to many of fuch Difcoveries, by whom is not known ; 

and Ven'egas fays, Vol. i. P. 30, the River Santo 'I'home was difcovered in 

the Year"x 68.;H ' 4nd tho' I do not find, fays he, in the Narratives of 

' of that Expeditio·n ( of Admiral Otondo) that Otondo ever went afhore 

' only to vifit the Harbours of the Eaftern Coaft and the Gulph ; yet 

' from the' ardent Curiofity of Father Kino, and the great Concern h~ 

, had in the Affairs of California, I cannot think that he ihould be 

' miftaken in ariy Particular relating to the Difcovery: That F2ther 

' Kina; both in his large Manufcript Map, and likewife in the ·1effer Im-

' preffio~~ places the River of Santo 'I home as rifing between the 26th 
' and 27th Degrees of N. Latitude, and, after croffing the whole Penin-

. N ' fula, 
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' fub, difcharging itfclf into the South Sd1, in the 26th Deg. and form

' ing at its 1\1outh a large Harbour, which he calls Peurto de Anno Neuvo,, 

' being difcovered in the Year 168 5. On both Sides the River are 

' Chriftian Vi1lages, as is evident from their Names; Santiago, Santo 

' Innoc:o;t/s, U.:. y~t, in t!1-.:- Accounts of that. Time, I do not meet With 

' any Intelligence of this Difcovery ; to which I muft add, that in the 

' fublequcnt Relations no mention is made of any fuch River, Settle
' ments or Harbours, though even little Brooks, are taken Notice of.' 

And he obferves many other Difficulties occur about this Coaft. This 

H:nh:.:,ur made by the River Santo Thome, is evidently that which de 
Fonte an ... l others call Ghrijlabel. Some Settlements had been made there, 

as thd(:'. N aiLcs \'.-ere given, but either deferted from the Barrennefs of 

the Country, er had been only frequented by thofe who went out private 

Adventurers, in order to trade ,vith the Natives. But as to which Ri
ver, Settlements and Harbour, were not the Names preferved by Fa

ther iU1.'o, it would not have been known that any Perfons had been in 

thofo interior Pans of Crdifcri2ic1, or that there ,vere fuch Rivers and 
Harbours. Father Kino looked upon it as a Thing fo well known, as 

he had no Occafion to defend himfelt: by giving the Reafon of his 

inferting thofe Names to protect himfelf from the Reproach of Pofte
ra:y. And Venegas before tells us, that as to the Difcoveries which had 

been· made for a Century paffed, the Papers v;ere loft. 

Between the Year fixtecn Hundred and eighty-five, and the Time of 

Venegas's Publication, though in the Year fixteen Hundred and eighty
five., it w:1s well known th~t there was fuch a River as St. Thome, this Ri

\':,:T is l'xrloded out of the Maps by the Geographers,. on Account of the 

U nccruinty; not du}:., confidering that there was as full a Proof as could 

be r~quired with refpt~t to fo unfrequented a Part. The Account beino-
o 

from a Perfon whofe Bufinefs it ,,-~1s to make Obfervations there, who 

had been fo hborious and accur.1te as to diico-vet, wha.t had been fo 
long deured to be l:nown, whether C{!/Jfornia ,...,.as an Ifland or not, as 

to Yv1hich he was believed; ~ud. fre Truth h~Lth been confirmed by later 

Obfervations of ,,·hat he had reported, Th~:t it ,Yas not an Iiland. Therefore 
there was no F ;..n.:rn.btion for any Uncertainty in this Cafe, the fame as 

\'iith refpeEt to the Letter of de Fonte, owing to the Negb:l: of a pro-

per 
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per Enquiry into the Circumftances relating to it, by foch an Inquiry the 

Uncertainty would have been removed. 

\Vhat hath been faid is to fhew that the Argument on which fo great 
-a Strefs is laid, that there is no Account of this v· oyage amongft the 

Spanijh Records, is an Argument of no \7',T l'ight againft the Authent:c1:y 

of this Account ; and that as a Publication of this "'{ oyage w:.13 not per

mitted, an Account of fuch Voyage could not be perpetuated by the Re

ligious, the only probable Means at that Time of preferving it from Ob_ 
livion. As it was· intended what was the Effect of this Expedition fuoulJ 

be kept a Secret, it is not confiftent there fhould be many written Ac
counts of it; the Officers concerned would be cautious of letting Tran
fcripts be made from their Journals ; and it may be attributed to an ex
traordinary Accident, rather than to what could be expected, that a 
Copy of the Letter of de Fonte fhould ever come into the Poffeffio·n of 

the Englijh. 

Thefe Obfervations being previoufly made, we are better enabled to 
confider, what we have before inferted, the Objection of Venegas for not 

inferring this Account of de Fonte, as being of iittle Credit; but he feems 
rather to wiih that we would be of his Opinion, than to imagine that 

he could convince us by any Arguments ; therefore ex:::ufes himfelf as 

to the Length of the Dif pute he might be engaged in. His ?-,Ian:1cr or· 

exp reffing himfelf with ref pect to this Difappcintment in the Secreurf s 

Office, ibews he hath a Manner of Addrcfa that his VT ords wiE admit uf 
a further confiructive Meaning than what is frt down. The princip:11 Ob
ject of his Writing is to incite the Court of 0_.f:{!,in to prepare in T'ime 
againft the ill Confequences of the Englijh making a D~frove;y of a Paf
fage ; and he is to be underftood, that it is not only his Op:nion th~1t 

the finding of fuch a Paffage is practicable, but he apprehemt~ it is of 

the Opinion of the Court alfo. Declares, that fuch Opinion hath pre
vailed from the firft fettlino- of Mexico, and that there really is a Paffag-e 

b 0 

in fuch a Manner as a Perfon who publi.fhed- an Account of this Sort 

would be permitted to exprefs himfelf, to have it P"':.L the Approbation 

of the Licenfer; and does not defire to fupprefs the .:\.ccount of Je Fonte, 
as it is an abfolute Contradiction to what he would infer, there bein6 a 

N 2 P l r,~t,·e 
.. l1, 0 ' 
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Paifage, and in fuch Letter it is d.eclared the.re is no North-well Pafta~ 
F0r he muil: have had further and better Authorities for his Affertions 

or
1 

then~ being a Paff age than fu.ch, .. as that fingle Alfertiop. woul~ pre

vail againH:. But li.:fired to fupprefs this Account,, as it wa~ an Account 
wl1ich he kn~\v it ,vas more confiftent with the Defigns of the. Court, ~t 

:fhould be continued in Oblivion than revived. Mentions it therefore as 

~he Contents of a Paper publifhed in London, which con~aincd a N arrativc 
of little Credit; and to give the better Authority to what he fays, ~s he 
could not truft to the Opinion that might be had of fuch Account on 

~ fair Rc~preientation of the Title; to fupport the C:harafter he gav~ of 

it, therefore ufe~ Art, mifreprefenting filch Title; fays it was by Order of 
the Viceroy of Peru, in the rear I 640, and giving an 4fCOUn/ of the mojf 
mataial 'I'ranfatlions and_ Adventures in this Voyage. Wa~ the Letter fo 
entituled,_ the 'I'ranfal1ions and Adventures of a <;ommander in Chief of 

the N ~vy, in New Spain, he would not be fingular in his Opinion, but 

it would be underftood by every one as a Romance, and not deferving 

of Credit. 

This Mifreprefentation is int~ntionally done ~. for if he never . fa,v 
the Letter, or had not a right Account of it, on what Authority could 

he affert it was of little Credit; and that it would engage. him in a 

long Dif pute , a Difpute which his Sagacity would point out to him 

how to determine in a very few Lines, by proving that there was nq 

fuch Perfon as de Fonte, Admiral of New Spain ; which it was in his 

Power to do had it been the Cafe. But what he mentions is fo far from 

a Denial of there being fuch a Perfon Admiral of New Spain, that he 

gives us the Name, and fets forth the Character de Fonte was in, in a 

more proper Manner than we have it expreffed in the Title of the Let

ter. Bartholomew de Fuentes, Commander in Chief of the Navy in New 

Spain a.nd Peru, and Prejident of Chili ; and he is to be underftood not 

to mean that there was no fuch Perfon, but that the Narrative is not 

credible as to any fuch Voyage having been made by_Admiral de Fonte . . 

By a Schedule of the King of Spain in 1606 to the Governor of the 

Fhihj1pines, Vizcaino was to be again . fitted out to difcover a Harbour 

on the V\7 eftern Coaft of California, for the Reception of the Aquapulco 

Ship, 
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Ship ; but the Death of Vizcaino prevented that Defign being carried into 
Execution; as the Court h~d found fo many Difappointments, and fuch 

~11 Succefs i,n thefe Upder.takings, they did not think proper to entruft it 

to ~y.other ferfon in the. Philippines or New Spain . . And Venegas fays, 

Hift of Cal. Vol. i. P. 1 80. , ' -During the fpcceeding nine Years in con

' fiderable Voyages only were made to California, and thefe rather to fifh 

' (o_r Pearls, . or_ procure them by Barter, than to make any Settlement, 

' <1nd therefore they have been thought below any feparate Account, 

' efpecially as in the fubfequent Royal Commiffions they are only men

' tioned in general without any Circumftances.' Though Commiffions 

were given to go into thefe P;irts, without any Account remaining to 

whom, and on what particular Occafion ; it is not to be doubted as in all 

Commiffions of this Nature they would be under an Obligation to make 

a Report to the Court, and it is not to be underftood that thefe Com
miffions were continued for nine Years only ; and therefore what hath 
been faid as to ~ armentiers and the J efuits, their having been ir, 

thefe Parts, is not the leaft improbable. By thefe Commiffions they 

were not confined to the Gulph of California, is evident from Father 

Kino, as already mentioned, giving Names in his Map to Villages, or 
occafional Settlements rather, on the River Santo 'Ihome: And he fays, 
P. 299, what made Father Kino defirous of difcovering whether California 
was an Hland or not, ' That all the Moderns had placed it as an Ifland, 

' there being extant alfo fome Journals of Mariners, according to which 
' they went round California through a Streight, and gave the Parts and 

' Places through which they paffed their own-Names.' It" appears from 
this Account they were permitted, by thefe Comrniffions, to rove about; 

though not to make Settlements, induced by their private Advantage? 
and the Advantage to the Government was from their Djfcoveries, Alfo 
Vol. i. P. 182, he mentions, ' That a great many private Perfons, from 

' the Coaft of Culiacan and Cbametla, made Trips in ftnall Boats to the 

' Coaft of Californi.1, either to fi{h for Pearls, or purchafe them of the 

' Indians;' which is agreeable to de Fonte's Account of the Mafter and 
Mariners he procured at Zalagua and Compoftilo. We may alfo obferve 

what the Miffionaries fay, as to the Tides at the Head of the Bay, which 
{lill adds to the Authenticity of this Account. ' In thofe Parts the Tille 

5 ~ !hifcs 



c. fo:rrs eyc:-y fix Hours; the Flood, with a frightful Impetuofity, nfr::, 
t frnm thrc,: to feven Fathoms, O'/er1fo"·ing the flat Country for fame 

' Leagues, and the Ebb nec.:'.ffarily returns with the fame dangerous 

' Yi,1lcnce.-However the Pilot went on Shore in th~ Pinnace, at feve
' r,11 P;1rc;, in ord::r to make a complete Drawing of it for his Chart; 

' Y·:as equ,:1}y convinced that this Cape was the Extremity of the Gulph 
' cf Cc?/tjr;;·;:ia, and that the Waters beyond it were thofe of the River 
' Cdorcd:;.' Therefore it was, from the exact Obfervation of the Tide 
v,chich this Pilot took fo much Pajns to make, an unfettled Point .from 
,, h~nce the Tide proceeded. "\Vhich, at the Time of de Font e's Expedi

tion, Yrns fa.id to come from the Northward, agreeable to the then pre
vailing Opinion of California being an Ifland. According to the ufual 
Pr~~aice, · though the true Caufe of a Phxnomena is unknown, to quote 

that Ph~nomena that f,Nours a Syftem which there is a Defire to efta

blifh as a Truth, not only in fupport of but to. confirm fuch Syftem, 

as to :.·en.:.~cr the Truth of it unqueftiona.ble. 

AfterFizcdno's Death, and though the Court of Spain was difappointed 

a:; to finJing able and fufficient Perfons in .l'Vew Spain whom they could 

.intruft, yet .:-.._dventures were made by private Perfons, at their own Ex

pence, both for Difcovery and Settlements ; yet thefe could not be un
dcrLLcn without the Permiffion of his Majefty, who had taken it into 
},is own lLrnJ to grant fuch Commiffions, and moftly required a -Voyage 

to Old Sj):..'ii'z to attain them; and the next Expedition that was made, at 
the Crown's Expence, was conducted by an Admiral from Old Spchz, 
·v·:::o arri-vcl! in ]V::w Spain in I 643, Adm:ral Ct;jfoz.,?ti:, with full Power 
and N ecd"::~rics to equip a Fleet, and nuke Settlements in California; 
and he faiL'd on fuch Expedition in 1644. By which it is apparent 
that tI-:cre \-;ere Ships at that Time in Ne7,:.,· Spain proper fer foch Ex

peditions. As he c1:r1c into thefe Parts within three Years after de 
Fch't.;'s E:{ped.ition, and took the Command as Admiral of .1.7\.'e·zo ,Spczin 

when k ,in-ivcd, it is to be fuppofed the Expedition C(ljfanate was fent. 

,,~. was t8o fa::i;uing for de Fonte, ,Yho was tlierefore retired to his Go

vernment of Ch:'/i. In t11c Year 1 649 Admiral Cr,,_fTc ac te, in Reward for 

hi,~ S;_;·rvi~cs, b~ing after the fame l\ lanncr promoted to the Government 

6 of 
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of Chili, de Fonte muft be dead at that Time. This Circumftance fixes 

the Period in which the Copy of this Letter was taken. 

As what Venegas fays as to the Account (which Account hath been 

before mentioned) given by Seyxas y Lovera, as to its wanting the necef

fary Authenticity. Befides the ufual Licences, wherein the Licencers 
declare there is nothing·.-'contrary to good Manners, ar:d bcfidcs being 

dedicated to the King in. his Royal and Supreme Council of the li.1di~0 s, 

Seyxas?s Book hath the Licence and Approbation of tl-:_;._' Prc{1_.iLr of Di

vini_ty in the U niverfity of Akan:, Preacher to the Ki:\~, and Princip~ J 

of a College of Jefuits in Madrid. Hath alfo the Apprulntion and Li

cence of the Profeffor of Erudition and Mathematicks in the Imperial 

College of the Company of the Jefuits at Madrid. VVhat urrf'a·;cur:ible 

Opinion foever we may entertain of the Principles of thefe Perfons, Yrt: 

muft have fuch an Opinion of their Prudence, that they would· not flgn 

~heir Approbation to a Book while it contained an unneccffrtry Lie, 

which could be eafily expunged, or until they were fatisfi:>d as to the 
Authenticity of this Account which Seyxas gives of Peche's Voyage, L:.v

ing been publi{hed in various Places. And it is indifput~lble fr:,:n t11e 

Countenance his Book received, he was looked on at that Tlme as a de

ferving honefr Man. 

Venegas defignedly omits other Accounts difi)erfed in various Books 

for \Vant of neceffary Authenticity; but it is not to be underllood that 

he abfolutely denies that fuch Accounts are true. Neither is th~re fo 
great an Improbability in fuch Difcoveries having been ni:'.de, as fome 

of thefc Accounts mention, as is imagined, when (uch Acc)~rnts ~~re du:y 

confidere<l. 

vVe have already mentioned one ..i\.c-ou;1t which engaged t:.~ Atten

tion of the King of Spc-l.:1, therefore muft have been of fo:11e Avh::·itr, 
There is· ~1)~ot1"1er Account (unlefs it be the iime Account (.~: crcntly fl.'

pr~fented) of a Ship that, to the l\ orthward of C~j_)('. Eh·nco, on the 

Co~,.rt of Cr:!£fonzia, pa!fed through the Streizht into the Ffo,'ih Se{!, ar:d 

to O!d ~j).:ii!, which was alfo made known to the King of ~·)1zJ1.1, n::~n-

. d by cr',: 1 • ,., ···,{? Ja \To} i P .... 2 r.. t1onc .1v,1;_-,L,1, .,;,, • .• • ,, ::,· 
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Moft of the Difcoveries are reported to have been made by Ships 
: coming from the ·Moluccas, or from the Philippine Ifiands to the Eaft

ward, and which have met with bad Weath~i-. And what, in thofe Tim'es, 
Ships were neceffitated to do, if there was a Continuance of hard Gales 
of Wind, we may learn from the Schedule of Philip the Third, Hiftory 
of California, Vol. i. P. 17 5, after mentioni1"!g a Barbour found by Viz
caino, on the Weftern Coaft of Califrnzie, adds, ' And lies very conve
' nient for Ships returning from the Phdippine IOands to put into, and 
' thus, in cafe of Storms, avoid the N eceffity of making for Japan, a's 
' they have feveral Times done, and expended great Sums of Money. 
' Befides, they ufually have Sight of the Coaft of China, which is an 
' additional Benefit; as knowing where they are, they will not as for
' merly, in cafe of bad Weather, make for Japan, or thofe Iilands, as 
' the fame Winds which would carry them thither, bring them into this 

·' Harbour. Again, P. 177, confidering how much it concerns the Se
' curity of Ships coming from thofe IOands, in a Voyage of no lefs than 
' 2000 Leagues, on a wide and tempeftuous Sea, that they 1hould be 
' provided with a Port where they might put in and fornifu themfelves 
' with Water, \Vood, and Provifions: That the faid Po.rt of Monterey 
' lies in 3 7 Degrees, nearly about half Way the Voyage.' 

A Ship flying before the \Vind, and the People fteering her towards 
the Coaft of America, to avoid Japan and the IOands, making a Cape 
Land on the Coaft of California, would run for what they fuppofed a 
Harbour, and the bad Weather continuing might proceed up the Bay 
or Opening they were then in, to meet with the Inhabitants, in order 
to obtain Refreihments, and to learn where they were, by which Means 
find a Paffage. As Ships were diftreffed in hard Gales of Wind, in the 
Manner the Schedule mentions, there is no Improbability of a Palfage 
being firft accidentally difcovered by a fingle Ship coming from Sea 
with a leading Wind into a large Opening, in Expetl:ation· of a Har

bour, though fuch Difcovery hath not been made by Ships intentionally 
{ent along Shore for that Purpofe. 

It is to be obfrrved, the People of the Philippine Ifiands are thofe who 
moft talked of a Pafiage : They informed Peche ar,id od1e·rs ; and it is 
ceafily accounted for why they fhould do fo: For if the Portitgueze made 

the 
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the Difcovery in a Ship from the Moluccas, there was a conftant Inter .. 

courfe between them and the People of the Philippines; and whether 

the Difcovery was made by the Spaniards or Portugueze, fome of the 

Company who y.'ere aboard fuch Ship as had paffed through the Streight 

froE1 the South to the North Sea, would return to the Moluccas or the 

Philippines; and others would meet their Acquaintance from thence in 
Portugal or Old Spain; who would take Pleafure in relating to them the 

Accounts of their Voyage, and which they who heard thofe Accounts 

would be equally fond of communicating to others, efpecially when 

they returned back to the Indies. By which Means it would be known 

that there had been fuch a Difcovery ; and it would be out of the 

Power of the King of Spain or Portugal to prevent its being fo far known, 

but could prevent the Account of fuch Difcovery being publifhcd, or 

the Particulars communicated to Foreigners. 

In the Year 1568 Salvatierra, a Gentleman of Spain, who had acci

dentally landed in lrela,1d from the W efl Indies, gave an Account of a 
Paff age having been made by one A1;drew Urdanietta, and by the Cir~ 

cumftances of that Account it was about the Year 1556 or 1557. This 

Urdanietta was a Friar, was with and greatly affifted Andrew Miguel Lo

pez de Legafpi in the Expedition to the Philippine Iflands in the Year 

1564, and was called the cdebrated Religious Andrew de Urdanietta. 
His being thus employed, ·and fo ferviceable in this Expedition to the 

Philippine Iflands, as he is faid to have been, implies, that he had a 

prior Knowledge of thofe Parts, ~n<l mufi: have been there before ; and 

the Character that SaZ.vatierra gave of him to Sir Hugh S)'dney, then Lord 

Deputy of Ireland, and Sir Humphrey Gilbert, was, that he was the greateft 

Difcoverer by Sea that was in that Age. 

Salvatierra faid that a North-we.ft Paj/age was conftantly believed to be 
in America navigable ; ~nd that Urdanietta had 1hewed him at lvlexico, 

eight Years before Salvatierra arrived in Ireland, a Chart made from his 

own Obfervations in a Voyage in which he came from Mare de! Zur into 
German)', through this N orth-\.veft Paff age, y.,·herein fuch Paffage was ex

preifed, agree~ng with Ortelius's Map : That Urdanietta had told the 

King of Portugal of it as he came there from Germany in his return 

0 home J 



home ;. but the King earneftly intreated him not to difcover this Secret to· 

any~ ation :· }'or that (faid he) if England had once a Knor.vledge and" 
Experience of it, it '7.t'ould greatly hinder the King of Spain and me. And 
Salvatierra was himfelf perfuaded of a Paifage by the Friar Urdani-etta, 
and by the common Opinion of the Spaniards inhabiting America. 

!t v,.ras this Account with fome other that gained the Attention of the· 
greateft Men of that Age to purfue the Difcovery of a North-weft Paf-
fage. ~ either would Dudley, Waljingham, or Sir Humphrey Gilbert, and· 
other honourable Perfons about the Court, be deceived with fictitious 
Stories_, and purfue a Phantom. Could the great Abilities and Pene-, 
tration of a lVa!fingham be defective in this Refpect, which was fo per
fect in all other Refpects, as to be the Admiration of the prefent Age .. 
Thofe who condemn this Ac~ount, and fome otlwr Accounts of this 
Sort,. have not confidered, that upon a flight Surmife or Sufpicion only 
tl:iey put their Judgments in Competition with and in. Contraditl-ion to, 
the Judgments of thofe great Men, who embraced. no Opinion as to. 
any Matter but what was founded in Reafon, and all the Circumftances 
relating to which they had fir(l: fully confidered, and which· Opinion· 
they adhered to. As to a North-weft Pa.ffage, making a Diftincl:ion be-
tween the Difappointments as to the effecting the Difcovery of a Paffage, 
and the Probability there was· of their being fuch Paffage. The King of 
Spain was equally fuccefslefs as to the Execution,. and at the fame Time 
as much aff ured of the Pracricability of making it ; for which Reafon. 
Secretar.y Wa!Jingham was concerned at his Death, as the Attention of 
the Publick was drawn to a North-eaft Paffage, by which nothing more· 
was propofed than a Trade to. Catht:ey or China, and. that a North-weft 
Paflage was negle.cted on the Part of the Engli.fh. 

It was an Opinion received in Eng!and in the Year 1560, or earlier,._ 
that there was fnch a Paff age ; and b~fore the Philippines were fettled .. 
by the Spaniards .. Soon after the Difcovery of Urdanietta, Frobijher, who .. 
fet out in~ 1576, is faid to have projected his Defign, and made an.Ap-. 
P,lication for fifteen Years before. Did not focceed in· the City probably,, 
as they might n~t fee any certain Advantage ; but.when. he applied to, 
the Court he. fucceeded. On what Plan he went is alfo. evident,. to find. 
an Entrance to Northward of the Labrador;. for when he fell. in with 

14 the 



( 99 ) 

the South-weft Part of Greenland, it was fuppofed by hi::1 to be th~ L(t
_brador Coaft. 

There is another Account on the Oath of <Thomos Cowles of Bedmr.P!'r, 
taken the 9th of April r 579, at a Time when Oaths were confidered by 

all People as folemn and facred Obligations to declare the Truth. n~ 
fays that fix Years before, he heard a Portugueze read a Book ·which he 

fet out fix Years before in print in the Portugal Tongue, declaring tlLt 

he, Martin Cha eke, had found, now twelve Years paft, a V{ ay from ·the 
Portugal Indies through the Gulph of Newfoundland, which I:~ thought 
to be in Latitude 59° of the North Pole, by Means that he being in the 
faid Indies with four Ships of great Burthen, and he himfclf b1.~ing in a 

finall Ship of eighty Ton, far driven from the Comp~rny of the othtT 

four Ships with a Weft Wind ; after that he had paffed along by a great 
Number of Ifiands, which were in the Gulph of the · faid Newfoundland, 
and after that he ovedhot the Gulph, he fet no more Sight on any other 
Land, until he fell in with the North-weft Part of Ireland; and f~om 
thence he took his Courfe homeward, and by that Means came to Lif
bon four or five Weeks before the other Ships. But the Books were af
terwards called in by the King's Order. 

This Paffage was made about ten Years after that of Urdanietta; and 

it is probable Chacke was encouraged to proceed through fuch Paffage, 
fron\ the Report or an· Account which he had heard of fuch Paff age 

having been before made. It is -evident he met with fame Difficulties 
in fuch Paffage which delayed him, as the Ships were at Lijbon fo foon 

after him, and as he expreffes that he was far driven from the other 

four Ships he left them in a low Latitude, and being got to the North

ward, without any Expectation of rejoining them, proceeded intention
ally to make his Voyage by the Palfage ; which he would not have done 
to the Hazard of lofing his Velfel and Cargo, for he was not on Dif

covery, but returning to Lifoon in Company with other loaden Veffels, 
from whom he was feparated, unlefs he had been affured that what he 

undertook was practicable, and a Paifage had been made by fome Veffel 
before that Time. This Account was received as a Truth by the prin

cipal People of the Kingdom, who certainly made a due Enquiry as to 

the Character of the Perfon who made the Affidavit with ref pect to his 
0 2 Capacity ; 
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Capacity; there would be a proper Precaution alfo, at the Time of ad
miniftering fuch Affidavit, that it was exact and only what he knew pofi
tively as to this Matter, tho' there might be other Circumftances which he 
was not fo pofitive in. Anrl as this Account was at that Time believed, 
it mufi: have been on better Reafons than can be at prefent urged by any 
one to call the Veracity of this Account in ~1eftion. 

'Juan de Puca (the Account is from Purchafe and North-weft Fox) was 
an ancient Pilot, who had been in the We.ft India of Spain for near forty 
Years, and had failed as Mariner and Pilot to many Places thereof in 
Service of the Spaniards. 

He was Pilot of three fin all Ships which the Piceroy of Mexico fent 
from thence, armed with a hundred Soldiers, under a Spaniard Captain, 
to difcover the Streights of Anian along the Coaft of the South Sea, and 
to fortify in that Streight, to refift the Paff age of the Englifo Nation, 
but by Reafon of a Mutiny which happened amongft the Soldiers, for 
fame ill Practices of the Captain, the Voyage was overfet, and they re
turned to New Spain. 

The Viceroy fent de Puca out again in 1592, with a finall Caravel 
and Pinnace, armed with Mariners only, for the Difcovery of the faid 
Streights. Finding the Land to trend North and N orth-eaft, with a 
broad Inlet between 4 7 and 48, he entered it, and failing therein more 
than twenty Days, found the Land trending frill, fometimes North-weft 

. ' fometimes N orth .. eaft, and alfo South~eaftward, far broader Sea than at 
the faid Entrance ; and paffed by diverfe Iflands in that Entrance. 

He went upon Land in feveral Places, and faw fome People on Land, 
dad in Beafls Skins ; and that the ~and was very fruitful, and rich of 
Gold and Silver, and Pearls, and other Things like Nova Hijpania. 

Being entered thus far in the faid Streight, and come into the North 
Sea already, and finding the Sea wide enough every where, and to be 
about thirty or forty Leagues wide in the Streight where he entered ; 
he thought he had \Yell difcharged his Office, and done the Thing he was 
fent to do; and that he not being armed to refift the Force of the 

favage 
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favage People; that might happen to affault him, therefore fet · fail and 
returned to No·va Hijpania, where he arrived at .dquapulco, Anno 1592, 
hoping to be well rewarded by the Vrceroy for his Voyage fo performed-

The Viceroy received him kindly, and gave him ·Promifes ; but after 
an Expectation of two Years the Vic~roy wiilied him to go to Spain, where 
the King would reward him ; and he accordingly went. 

He was well received at Court ; but after long Suit could get no Re ... 

ward to his Content, fo ftole away and came to Italy, to live amongft 

his Kindred in his own Country, being very old, a Greek by Birth, borp 

in the Ifiand of Sepbolonica, and his proper Name Apoftollos Valeriano!. 

De Puca went firft to Leghorn, then to Florence, where he met one 

John Dowlafs, a_n Englijhman, a famous Mariner, ready coming for Ve .. 
nice, to be a Pilot for a Venetian S4ip to England; they went in Com
pany to Venice. Dowlafs being acquainted with Mr. Lock, at lea"ft a cori ... 
fiderable Merchant if not a Conful there; gave him an Account of this 
de ruca, and introduced him to Mr. Lock, who gave Mr. Lock the pro-. 
ceding Account; and made a Propofal, if ~een Elizabeth would make 
up the Lofs which he had fuftained aboard the Aquapulco Ship taken by 
Captain Cavendifh, which was to the Value of fixty Thoufand Ducats, he 
would go to England, and ferve her Majefty to difcover the North-weft 

. Po.jfage into the South Sea, and engage his Life for the Performance, 
with a Ship of forty Tons and a Pinnace. They had two feveral Meet .. 
ings on this Occafion ; and Lock, at de Fuc4's Requeft, wrote to the old 
Lord 'l'reafurer Cecil, Sir Walter Rawleigh, and Mr. Richard Hackluit, the 
Cofmographer, defiring a Hundred Pounds for to pay his Paffage to 
England. His Friends v;rote Lock \Vord, the Action was very well liked, 
if the Money could be procured. As no great Expe(,.'l-ations wer;e to be 

ha<l from this Anfwer, de Puca left Venice in a Fortnight after, purfued 
his Defign of going to Greece; and there died .. 

. There is nothing in this Relation but what is very natural and fim.r le, 
De Fuca's Demand was exceffive, for which Reafon, probably, as a l\fan 

who over-rated his Services, he was not rewarded by the Viceroy. or the. 
King ; yet· the Viceroy availed himfelf of him, by fending him to Court. 

to give an Account of his Voyage2 which he might be ordered to do,· 

as 
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as another Expedition was defired, and a Reprefentation for that Pur
pofe made by the Viceroy Luis Vela/co, ~~s is mentioned in the Schedule 

of the King. Hiftory of California, P. 173. 

It did, not appear that he could certainly perform what he undertook., 
.concluding he was in the North Sea, from _fuch Sea retur.ned back to 

New Spain, therefore had not acquired a Knowledge of the Entrance 
.into the Streights from the Eaftward ; which was the Difficulty that ob
ftructed this Difcovery on the Part of the Englijh, and had been fo much 

fought after, but i.mfuccefsfully. His Age was alfo a very material Ob
jection, that he would fcarce be able to bear the Fatigue of fuch a Voy
age, his Defire to · undertake which immediately proceeded from his 
Avarice : Nor was it confiftent that the Hundred Pounds fhould be 

fent over to bring him to England, if the other Part of the Terms could 
\ 

.not be complied with; which feems to be the Meaning of the Expref-
fion, the Action is well liked of if the Money could be procured. And 
de Puca; whofe Motive for propofing this Undertaking, was to be fati!~ 
fied for his Lofs by Captain Cavendifh, would not have altered his De
fign of going into his own Country, and proceeded to England, unlefs 
he was aff ured of his being fo gratified on a Performance of what he 

undertook. 

Dowlafs, who was a good Mariner, as he travelled with him, and 

kept his Company, would have had particular and frequent C9n~erfa
tion with de }'uca, and who, as a Mariner, was more capable of .findino-

o 
out if his Account was true, and was thoroughly fatisfied it was fo, as 
he fpoke to Mr. Lock about him. · Neither Lock nor Dowlafs could have 
any finifter Views, but only animated by a publick Spirit to do their 
Country fo acceptable a Service, which it was thought to be in Eng .. 
tand, as it is faid the Attion is well liked of. 

As to de Puca being taken Prifoner by Captain Cavendijh, and how 

-did he efcape out of the Hands of the Englifh ? Wh~n the Ship was 

taken all the People were put afhore on the Coaft of California, the 

Goods were taken out, and then the Ship was fet a Fire, which burnt t~ 

the Water Mark, the W reek floated afhore, they erected J ury-mafts in 
her) and fortunately got to Aquapulco. 

De 
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De Puca fays, the Caufe he thought of the ill Reward he had of the 
Spaniards was, that they underftood very well the Englijh Nation had 
now given over all their Voyages for the Difcovery of a North-weft· 
Paffage, w~erefore they feared not them to come any more that Way 
into the South Sea; and therefore they needed not his Service therein any 
more: Which is fo far agreeable to the Accounts of thofe Times, that,. 
after the Death of Sir Francis Wa!fingham, the Difcovery of a North-weft· 
Paffage had no Patron at Court; and Sir Francis had particularly in
terefted himfelf in procuring Davis to go on-his laft Expedition. The 
Difcovery was not re-aff umed until the Year 1602, by the Mufcovy Com
pany, who had never engaged as a Company in this Difcovery ;- but_ 
having made fome fuccefslefs Attempts, as to the Nqrth-eafr Paffage,. 
fitted out Capt. George Weymouth for the Difcovery of a North-weft Paf ... 
fage, which- it is obfervable was the fame Year with Vizcaino's Expe
dition. And it is obfervable the next Expedition for the Difcovery of 
a North-weft Paffage, was not until the Year 1 606, when Mr. John 

Knight was fitted out ; and the fame Year the King of Spain orders Viz
caino on a third Expedition, but Vizcaino died, though in the interim_~ 

Vizcaino had been to Old Spain, to m2.ke Application to- make a fre:lh.-L 
Attempt, at his own Expence, and he c:mld not obtain Permiffion -of 
nis Majefty, As the Expeditions which the Court of Sp.ain order pe-
remptorily to be undertaken, correfpond as to the Time with thofe from: 
England, fhews a J ealouf y on. the Part cf the King of Spat~ that the· 
Engli.fh might focceed as to a Paffage through the Streights.. And~ 
though it is mentioned as the principal Defign in the Expeditions by.: 
Order of the King of Spain, is the Difcovery of a Harbour for the Aqtta
pulco Ship, the Pu blick underft-ood there was yet a farther Defign, _ an& 
as much may be colleB:ed from the King of Spain's Schedule in 1606 ... 
Count t!e lvfontere)', ' by purfuing the Difcovery intended by Don Luis de 
'" Vela/co, wrote to me concerning, and ,vas of Opinion that fmall Vef
~ fels from the Harbour of .Aquapulco were the fittefl: ; and that in the 
, Difcovery might be included the Coafts -and Bays of the Gulph of Ca-. 
, /ifornia, and of the Fifhery, to which, in my Letter of the 27th of 
,. September 1599, I ordered to be anfwered, that the Difcovery, ancL 
, making Draughts, with Obfervations of that Coaft, and the Bays 0Iong 
., it, havicg·appeared to me highly convenient, it was my WiH he fhould. 

' immed.iatdv 
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, immediately put it in Execution, without troub~ing himfelf about. Ca .. 

' lifornia, unlefs occafionally-And Sebafiian "f/izcaino carefully informed 

' himfelf of thefe Indians, and many others, whom he difcovered along 

' the Coaft for above eight Hundred Leagues; and they all told him, 

' that up the Country there were large Towns, Silver, and Gold ; 

' whence he is inclined to believe that great Riches may be difcovered~ 

' t_fpecially as, in fome Parts of the Land, Veins of Metal are to be feen ; 

' and that the Time of their Summer being known, a farther Difcovery 

' might be made of them by going within the Country, and that the 

' Remainder of it may be difcovered along the Coaft, as it reaches be

' yond 42 Degrees, the Limits f pecified to the faid Sebaftian Vizcaino in 

' his Inftrucl:ions.' Though thefe Orders were received in Mexico in 1699, 

no Voyage was fet out on until 1602, the Time that Weymouth failed, 

then probably enforced by additional Orders from the Court of Spain. 

The ExpeditioQ which was overturned by the Mutiny of the Soldiers, 

feems to have been about the Time of Captain Davis's Expedition ; for 

de Fuca fays, after the Voyage was fo ill ended, the Viceroy fet him out 

again in 1592, which implies a Diftance of Time between the firft and 

fecond Voyage. 

The Inftrutt:ions "f/izcaino had in the firft Voyage were given by the 

Viceroy, for it was the Viceroy who appointed him, and were formed 

according to the Opinion that the Land beyond forty-two Degrees took 

a Courfe _ to W eftward and Southward of Weft. And the Maps were 

conftructed agreeable thereto, therefore the King fays, ' Vizcaino had 

' reprefented to him that the Coaft, as far as 40 Degrees, lies North

' weft and South-eaft, and that in the two o~her Degrees, which makes_ 

' up the 42 Degrees, it lies N onh and South,' and, as before mentioned, 

fays, ' and that the Remainder of it may be difcovered along the Coafts, 

J as it reaches beyond 42 Degrees, the Limits fpecified to the faid Se

' -h.aflian Vizcaino in his Inftrucl::ions.' Therefore when Martin Aguilar 

got to 43 Degrees and found an Opening, he concluded, as the Coaft 

was_ reprefented to be termin~ted to the Northward, by the Maps and 

Charts in Ufe, that this muft be the defired Streights; and therefore faid 

on their Return, ' they fhould have performed a great tleal more, had 

' their Health not failed them ; for it is ~ertain that only fourteen P~r-: 

' fons enjoyed it at Cap, Blanco. _ The General and thofe that were wjth 

him 
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' him had a mind to go through the Streight, which they calf of ./1\· . .-_?/1, 

' and is faid to be thereabouts. It had been entered by the foreign 

' Ship, who gave Intelligence of it to the King, defrribing its Situa

' tion, and how through that Paffage one might reach the l\rc;·th Sea, 

' and then fail back to Spain, along Newfoundland and the Iflands of 

' Baccalaos, to bring an Account of the Whole to his Majefl:y.' c_forqztc

mada, Vol. i. P. 725. But it is very plain the King had another Infor

mation of this Matter, and as to the Extent of the Land to Northward. 

Luis de Vela/co was the Viceroy in whofe Time the Expedition of de Puca 

was ; and the Expedition of Vizcaino was under the Direction of the 

Count de Monterey, who was either not informed of what haa been don~ 

by de Puca, or might not think de Puca's Account of fufficient Aud1(_·:-ity 

to juftify him, the Viceroy, in d_rawing his Inftrucl:ions agreeable thereto; 

contrary to the general Opinion of the Cofinographers at that Time, 

and the Defcription they gave of the Coafts in their Maps. 

It mufc appear from what hath been faid that there are no fuch great 

Improbabilities in the Accounts of Salvatierra, Chacke, or de Puca, as 

hath been reprefented. It is alfo evident that ~he Englifh had gre2t Ex

pecl:ations of fucceeding; and the Court of Spain had great Apprehen

fions we ihould meet with Succefs, and be enabled to attain a Pai"l:lf:;t' by, 

tl~e Streight of Anian into the South Sea; for which thei·e muft have beer;,. 

fome reafonable Foundation both on the Part of the one and the other. 

The Englifh were firft induced to attempt the Difcovery of fuch a Pa~-:.. 
fage, from the Accounts which they had from Spain of there being fuch 

a Pa:lfage. The Court of Spain entertained, as hath been ihevn, an 

Op.inion of there being fuch a Paffage from the Time they C·~nqu~rcd 

Mexico ; and, agreeable to what 'I'orquem(?da fr_ys, had a certain Acccmnt 

of it, or at leaft an Account which appeared to the King to Lx amhen ... 

tick. What that Account really contained v:e do not know, nor was it 

confifrent that it iliould be made publick ; therefore what is fa.id a:; to 

the P~rticulars of it are but ConjeB:ure, and Reprefentations upon Re

ports, for which the Reporter.-; could have no real Authority. As Viz

caino regretted being prevented, by the Sicknefs of his People that he 

could not go round the \ V orld, and have carried home to Old Spain his 

Account of ~1is Expedition. This firm Perfuafion that he fhould hav(: 

accomplifhed his Paff.:1ge to Old Spain, by the Streight of Anian, muft 
P · hwc 
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have been from fome Information which he had received before he fet 
out, that fi.1ch Pa:!Tage was practicable: Neither is it mentioned as if he 
p;·.:.:~__,:_;;(cty-~1\ ~ng a Difcovery of it, but as of a Thing before done. It 

·was th;: Opinion of all thofe ,vho were with him, that it was praeticable; 
which is agreeJ.ble to what Salvatierra informed Sir Hugh Sydney, and. 

Sir Humphrey Gilbert, That a North-weft Pajfage from us to Cathay was 
~t :~/la.:iily !,.,,Jit·vrd hz America navigable. Vizcaino, who is reprefented as 
a Commander of r;reat Conduct and Difcretion (and which th~ Account 
of h;r. V oyige expreffes him to have been) would not have attempted. 
to 11iake a .t~·~1Jfage thro' fuch. Streights, to the Hazard, perhaps entire 

Lofs, of the Krng's Ships-, and what he had before done rendered of no 

Efl;:Et, u~1lefs- he had a difcretionary Power either to pafs to Old Spain_ 
by thefe Streights,. or return to Aquapu!c~. 

After the Expedition of Knight failed, and Vizcaino died~. we hear of 
no other Expeditions at the Expence of or by the pofitive Order of the 
Court of Spain until that of Admiral Cc,.ffanate, who went.the third Year 
after the Expedition of ie Fonte, to make a Survey of the Coaft of Ca-
lifornia; yet we have no Reafon to conolude there were no other Expe. 
ditions, but it is rather to be fuppofed that, after the E11glijh had pro
ceeded in their Dif coveries as far as Hudfan~s Bay, the Court of Spain 
thought it neceifary, and found an effecr.ualWay of keeping their Ex
peditions, both in refpecl: to their Equipment and what was done on 
fuch Expeditions a Secret, by fending Officers from Old Spain to con
duEt them,. and as to which the ·Religious would not think themfelves 
at L:berty to make any Publication without the Permiffion of the 
Court. 

Having no Intercourfe by: Trade with thofe Parts,. we cannot be ac
quainted with what is tranfacl:ed in thofr Parts, any further than what 
the Spanijh Writers are permitted to infocn us, and the imperfect and 
uncertain Intelligence of thofe who have been cruizing in thofe Seas. 
The Spanijh Nation have been particularly cautious of keeping the Know
ledge of their Coaft fecret: Neither was it known, in the Year 17 4 6, that 
an exact S:.:::vcy was made of thofe Goafts unti~ Pafco 'I'homas. annexed 
to his Accou~t of L~rd Anfan's. ~xpeditio~, pub~ifhed in 17 45, a Copy 
of a Manufcnpt,, whieh f',fo::1Jicnpt contamed an Account of the Lati-

tudes. 
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tudes and Longitttdes of all the moft noted Places in the South Seti, 
corrected from the latefc Obfervations by Manuel Monz Prieto., Profeffor 
of Arts in Peru, and are compofed with as much Precifion 2-nd Exact .. 

nefs, as Tables of that Sort are ufually made ; but when thefe Coafts 

were furveyed to the Northward, to attain a Knowledge of which \':as 

formerly attended with fuch imme~fe Difficulty; and to \1h:;t :)· 1. i,8ie 

and what Trade is carried on there, we are at prefent entire St.,:,.11gers 
to. It is by Accident only that we have this Account; and if the Spa
nifh Nation have_ ufed this Precaution, with refpect to the_Knowie ge of 

their Coafts, undoubtedly they would ufe the fame Caution with ref peel: 

to giving us any Infight as to how we might find a more ready Accefa 

to fuch Coafts by a North-we.ft Paffage. 

The Point of Sue.fte del Eflrech d'.Anian, inferted in fuch Tables, thews 

the Opinion of the Streights is far from being exploded ; but it is ac .. 
knowledged by the Geographers of Peru and J.Vew Spain, at the prefent 

Time, that there are fuch Streights. The naming the South Point of the 
Streight implies there is Land to the Northward, as to v1hich it doth not 
feem to be confiftent with the Purpofe of the Perfon who compofed this 

Table to take any Notice, but that there is fuch Land is confirmed by 
the Ruffian Difcoveries. 

The Extent of America to Northward and Weftward, that America 

and .Ajia were contiguous and only feparated by a Streight, that Cali-
fornia was an Ifiand, that a PaJfag-e by the North-eaft was practicable., 
have been by later Geographers treated as Chimeras, contrary to the ear

lieft Accounts, and the Reports of the firfl: Difroverers, and which, by 
later Accounts, the Confequence of actual Obfervations -are found to be 

true. There was a Simplicity and Honour in the People of that Age ; 

there was no Motive for telling the Lie, that they faithfoily rC})2rted 
the Difcoveries they made, and if a Falihood was di[covered i,~ might 
be dangerous in the Confequcnces; their Voyages were not lucrative 

Jobs, in Hopes of a Repetition of which they formed their Accounts 

accordingly. There was no particular Syftem to fupport, for the P.uts 
they went to were entirely unknown, that a Re,.vard and Reputation 

fuould be procured through a prevailing Interef( to foch as ii)oke in Fa
vour of the Syftem. \Vhi1: thofe to whofe Fidelity and Am~ city alone 

p 2 it 
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it ,.v0uld L~· owing that fuch Difcoveries were made, though· repeated 

Endeavours 1.vere ufed to render the Undertaking ineffecrual; and through 

whofe Means alone the Truth would be made known to the Publick;. 

fhoulu. be ill fpoLen of, accufed of Bribery, difcountena1iced, and the 

whole rvlerit afcribed to, where it would be le aft deferved, and, in Truth, 

where there could not be the leait Pretcnfion. N everthelefs the Reward 

given would be an Inftance of a generous Regard in thofe who had PO\ver 

to befl:ow of rewarding Merit, though they \Ycre inevitably deceived as 

to the proper Perfons to whom fuch Reward ihould have been given .. 

I{ o Authorities luve been produced from Tradition or Hiftory which 

<:ppofe the Probability of there being a North-weft Palfage, or the 

Reality of this Account of de Fonte, which the more we examine the lefs 

there appears to be of a Falfity, the Circumftances of it fo confiftent and 

irn.ited, and there are fo many extra Circumftances which concur with 

that Account, that we cannot but admit to be an inconteftable Truth. 

Vl e have not had a full Account of the Voyages and Expeditions of 
the Spaniards in· New Spain, as fome of them have not been. permitted 

to· be publiil1ed. .Venegas particularly mentions, Vol. i. P. 14, and in 

other Parts, There are alfo Accounts of Voyages made to other Parts 

of the World, which are only preferved in the, Collecrions of the Cu

rious, and it is known but to few Perfons that fuch Voyages were ever 

made. There are fome Voyages which are mentioned to have been made, 

but cannot, after the moft diligent Inquiries, be procured; yet it is no 

jnft Objection to the Authenticity of fuch Voyages, or as to their not 

having been .made. What the firft Difcoverers reprefented as to the Ex

tent of America'J its being contiguous to Ajia, as to California, and as 

to a :r-; orth-caft Paff age, being in all Ref pects found to be true, the1~e 

is the bareatcit Reafon to believe that there is a North-weft Paffaae . 
b ' 

~ind 'it is confiftent with that Precaution which the Spanijh Nation have 

made Ute of, that we ihould not h::we any authentick Accounts relating to 

fuch Palfage, which they were defirous of difcovering as a fhorter Way to 

the Spice If1ands and the Indies. But when the King of Portugal and 

SptZin came to an Agreement as to the Moluccas, the principal Reafon 

for making fuch Difcovery was determined, and it became their mutual 

Intereft that it fhould not be known that there was fuch a Paffage. 

Their continued Silence with ref peel: to fuch Paffage, implies they are 

acquainted 
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acquainted with there being fuch a Paffage, though not to an ExaEtnefs. 

It cannot imply they are dubious, when we confider the Number of Cir

cumftances there are already mentioned, which exprefs the conmiry. 

There are Circumftances in de Fonte's Account which fl1ew the Infe

rence of there being no Northweft Pt1jfage is not juft, though jufr as far 

as it appeared to de Fonte, as the River P armentiers was- not navigaul~ 

for Shipping.. One Circumftanc.e is, that in the Ri_yer Haro, a~1d Lake 

Vela/co, there were Salmon Trouts and large white Perch ; alfo in Los 

Reyes and Lake Belle, but in Lake de Fonte excellent Cod and Ling ; 

which are Fifl1 that always abide in the Salt vV ater, the others come out 

of the Salt Water into the freih Waters to f pav,m. \Yhich de Fonte would 

account for that they came into the Lake de Fonte from the North Sea,. 

and when he paffed the Streight of Ronquillo, foppofed himfelf to be in. 

that Sea, or from the Intelligence that he obtained from Sht!pley that he 

was in a Gulph or Branch of it. Another Circumfrance, as it flowed in 

the River Los Reyes twenty-two Feet, and· in Hf!ro twenty-four, and bet 

a fmall Tide went into Lake Belle, de Fonte concluded that the VVeftern 

Tide terminated there, and that as the Waters rofe to fuch a Heigh th ;1 t 

the Entrance of thofe Rivers, that it was a Gulph he was in which con

fined thefe Waters and occafioned their rife at fuch Entrances of the Ri

vers. That the Tides in Parmentiers,. Lake de Fonte, and the Sn:eights 

of Ronquillo, were from the North Sea. But by later Obfervations of the 

Rife of the Tides, a Tide cannot proceed from Hudfon's Bay to that Sea 

where Shapley was met by de Fonte, than through the Streights of Ron

quillo into the great Lake of de Fonte, and afterwards to rife fo high in 

the River Parmentiers. Neither can fuch a Tide proceed through th~.: 

broken L~nd to Northwards of Hudfon's Streights, named Czm:hCi'L!i:d 

Jiles (formerly Eflotland) and which extend as f.:1r as Latitude 70; for it

is evident the Strength of fuch Tic.!es is f pent in Hudfon's Bay ,1nd Be/-

fin's Bay : For at the Bottom of Hudfon's Bay it flowed but t\\To F'::~f, 

at the Bottom of Fretum Davis or Baffin's Bay, but one Foot. \\Thie h 

is agreeable to the Opinion of all the Difcoverers of tL.•t Tinw, 

as to the Eaftern Tide from the Proportion that the gre~!t .Spaces or. 

Seas which were to receive it bore to the Inlets by which it on:e in, 

that the Force of fuch Tide mufr be confumec.l in fuch Sc~ts, and there

fore expected to meet with a Tide from Weftward, which counterchecke<l 

the Eaftern Tide. On the other Hand, if we confider this Tide to be 
from 
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from the Wefiern Ocean, fuch Tide forced through various Entrance~ 
up a Streight as that of de Fuca, muft enter the Sea where Shapley was 
met, with great Impetuofity; rife in Heighth proportionable to the 
Width in all Openings that there are to receive it. As it· is the Tide 
round Gv·cealand, and that which comes from the Southward along the 
Coaft of Labrador, being both received in thofe Indraughts of Hudfan's 
Streights, and the broken Lands of Cumberland Ifles, whi~h caufe~ the Rife 
of the Tides there. It may be fuppofed that the North-eaft Part of the 
South Sea, and the Streight of de Puca, received the Tides which fet to 
Eaftward along the Weftern Main from Bcering's Streights, and th~ Tide 
which comes from the Southward· along the Coaft of California. That 

. the Tide is not from the 'I artarian Sea, in Lake de Fonte, &c. is evi
dent from Bernarda's Account, who fhews there is no Communication 
with that Sea .and the Sea that Shapley was met in. 

As to the Cod and Ling in Lake de Fonte, or as to Salmon, it is not 
known that there are either Cod, Ling or Salmon in Hudfon's Bay : 
Neither have there been found Shoals or Banks to which the Cod could 
repair ; nor is it known that any Cod have been catched beyond Lati
~ude 5 7 ; an Article to which Davis was particularly attentive : Tfiere-

. fore it is not probable that they fuould come from the North Sea through 
Hudfon's Bay to Lake de Fonte. De Fonte mentions Shoals in the North
eaft Part of the South Sea, which he paffed up. And in Vizcaino's Voy
age there is an Account that, off the Ifland Geronymo on the Coaft o£ 
California, the Ships Companies fupplied themfelves with Cod and Ling; 
which fhews there are Cod and Ling in thofe Seas. It was reafonable for 
de Fonte to fuppofe that the Cod and Ling came from the Eaftward from 
the Baccaloos, neither could he otherwife foppofe, as the contrary is only 
·known from Obfervations made much later than that Time. 

Fox had advanced in 16 3 5, · when he publi:lhed the Account of his 
Voyage, that there was a free and open Communication of the W eftern 

. Ocean with Hudfon's Bay: Which was looked on as an inconteftable Fact 
until the Voyage of Captain Middleton. What Fox faid was confiftent 
with the Opinion which all the Difcoverers had of the Proxinity of the 
.. \'·.' eftern Ocean; who therefore judged of the Probability of their Suc-

_cefs in the Parts they went into, from the Courfe of the Tides, which 

7 if 
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if there was no Weftern Tide there was no Pafrage. This probably pre

vented that Succefs, as to a Difcovery of a Paffage, which through their 

Affiduity might otherwife have been obtained, had they not paid fuch 

a Regard to tqe Tides, but made a due Survey of the Inlets and Open
ings of the Coaft, which on their not finding that a '!Veftern Tide came 

from- thence they deferred, which was alfo the Cafe as to Captain lVIoor 

in the Search of Piftol Bay as called, to Southward of Lord Southwell's 

Jiles, there was no Weftern Tide ; therefore a compleat Difcovery of 
that Part was not made. 

It is to be confidered that the Northern and Eaftern Parts of .America, 
are more intermixed with Waters than the Parts to Southward are, 
fieing a high mo1~ntainous Country. The Mountains chiefly confifting 
of a brown rocky Subftance, not penetrable by the melting Snows or 
Spring Rains, which therefore run off into the Levels and Valleys, and 
form inland Seas, great Lakes, and Inlets, which vent their vVaters into 
the Ocean, necelfary for carrying off that great ~1antity and vafc Bo
dies of Ice which are formed in the ,vinter in thofe Parts, not to be 
diffolved, as the greater Part· is which is formed to the Southward, by the 

Influence of the Sun. The Northern and Weftward Part of America is 
alfo mountainous ; and high Ridges of Mountains were feen from the 
Head of Wager Bay on the oppofite Shore of what appeared to be a 

Lake; therefore there muft be Lakes and Seas to Weftward, Refervoirs 
for the melting Snows and Rains, alfo fome Outlet or Channel to carry 
off the great ~1antities of Ice alfo formed in thofe Parts ; and with 
which Barnarda's Account is confifl:ent, and the greateft Refervoir and 

Difcharge feems to be to the Northward by that North-eaft Part of the 
'I'artarian Sea. The Lake Velafco, Lake Belle, Lake de Fcnte, may be 
all fuppofed to proceed from the fame Caufe, the melting Snows and 

Rains, receive the Ice from the vVaters which run into them, which~ 
from the Strength of the Currents and Tides, is focn :ihot from the 
Shores of fuch Lakes, broken to Pieces and carried off iP i~O fome Pai"... 

fage or Inlet into the South Sea ; ,~nd foch a Vent or Channel to carry 

off fuch Bodies of Ice muft necdfarily be, agreeable to what is known 
by Obfervation in other Parts. The Objection of the great Difl:ance it 
is between the Sea at 1.:_~ Back of Hudfon's Bay, and where Shap\·· wa~ 

met, will appear of no Validity when we confider the Diftance between 
t Jv: 
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the Strcights of Gibralt,ir and the Northern Part of the Black Sea. Be

t\\.Ttn the Entrance of the Sc:md to the Entrance of the White Sea, be
rw~en which there is Communication of Waters, or very nearly fo. And 

from P-0int Comfort in Hudfon's Bay to Alderman Smith's Sound in Bf1f-
fin's Bay, between which there is a Communication of Waters without 

entering into the Ocean or Davis Streights. From Lake Superior to the 

Streights of Belle lfle at the Back of Newfoundland, or to Cape Breton, · is 

near forty Degrees of -Longitude, or equal to 390 Leagues. And Lake 

Superior hath a Communication with Hudfon's Bay. 

This great Affiux of Waters form fuch I\1eanders and Labyrinths, 
as it is impoilible to fay whether there is a Communication of Waters, 

or \.,,, hether the ,v aters are divided by fo1aller or larger Traces or Slips 
of L:111d, without an abfolute Survey. The Lands fo double or fold 

one w:thin the other, that unlefs you get a proper Sight of fuch Lands 
fo as to diftinguiili this, to difcover the Opening that is between them, 
there is an Appearance of a Continuance of the Land, and confequently 
of a Termination of the \Vaters. So long as the Tide Argument pre
vailed it was not thought neceifary to be fo accurate in the Searches. A 
Sight of the Land trending a Courfe contrary to that Courfe which the 
DiicoYerers were to purfue to ma~e a Paffage, and the Tide coming 
from the Eaftward, rendered a Search any further ih thofe Parts unnef

fa1 y: and it may be owing to the great Impropriety of adopting a par
ticular Syftem, more than to any other Caufe, that the Difr:overy of a 

Nor th-weft Paff age was not made by thofe brave induftrious Difco
vererE, who in a Serie~ fucceeded each other from Frobrijher to James 
and Fox. 

This feems to be certain, that there muft be one great Channel, as 

Hudfon's Streights are to Eaftward, alfo to Weftward though intricate by 
which the vVaters to WeH:ward pafs into the South Sea, and as that to 
Northward, the N orth-eaft Part of the 'I' artarian Sea. ·v..,r e already know 
t]: _re is not a Communication by Hudfon's Bay, thro' any Inlet by which the 

·\ .- a .ers do come in there or fufficient for that Purpofe ; neither round 

th'-· Head of Repulfe Bay, for then the Current vrnuld have. been met 
coming from VV eil:ward. Therefore fuch Channel mufr be to Southward 

and "\Veftward, confiftent with de Fuca's Account of a Streio·ht in fome 
0 ' 

fuch 
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fuch Manner as is reprefented in the Map annexed. Which Account 

alfo agreeable to that of Peche. 

De Puca fays, he failed twenty-fix Days up fuch Streight before ht: 
entered the Sea ; that the Streight grew wider before he entered the Sea. 

If we allow him fifteen Leagues a Day, from . the Entrance of fuch 
Streights out of the South Sea to where li.e entered the Sea, by him fup
pofed the North Sea, the Diftance is 390 Leagues. As he mentions that he 
found it wide enough every where, this Expreffion ihews that he did not 

fuppofe himfelf in the Ocean, but in a Gulph of the Ocean. And Marti;, 

Chacke expreffes himfelf, that after he overfhot the Gulph, he fer no more 

Sight on any other Land. Therefore the Diftance is agreeable to that Di

ftance which de Fuca muft have gone to come into that Sea where de Fonte 

met Shapley; the Defcription that he faw both Shores, makes a Confiftency 
alfo in thofe Accounts. Before de Fonte's Expedition, Hudfan's Bay had 

been difcovered, yet that Difcovery made no Alteration as to the Accounts 
of de Puca and Chacke, as Fox faid beyond Lat. 64, round that Land there 
was inconteftably a Commu,1ication with the W eftcrn Ocean. Here is 
an Agreement in three Accounts, by feparate Perfons at a Diftance of 

Time, who had no Intelligence of what liad been done by each other; 
for Chacke was a Portugueze ; and as de Fuca had made his Report to. 

the Viceroy of Ne-w Spain of what he had done, and what he had done 

feems to be moftly accounted of by himfelf, therefore no Regard might 

be had to it in drawing de Fonte's Inftructions: All which three Ac
counts agree in there being a Se.a to W efiward of Hudfon's Bay.._ 

De Puca mentions he was afhore ; faw Marks of Gold and Silver ; 
Marquifates the fame which was made fuch an Account of after 17rol•.fl'i'r's 
return from his firft Voyage, and from which it may be inferred it wa.::; 
a barren mountainous Country which de Fuca paffed through. He was 

afraid of the N ,Hives, who were clad in Beaft Skins ; and from whofe 

Behaviour he rnuft: have had fonre Apprehenfion that they woul.d cut 

him off, as he mentions that he was not ~1.rmcJ aga:nn: them. De FrntiJ 
is very exprds as to tl1c civil Behaviour of thofe J;hiJ1ms he met with, fo 

contrary to the Chara(J:er of thoie whom de Fuca faw. Therefore thofo 

whom de Fuca faw were the h;li:emaux, who frequent the mountainous 
-lnd defolate Parts, and near to the S.:h: Waters where they can catch 

Q.... Fiih, 
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Fi.fh, alfo the Seal and the Whale, from which · they get many Conve

niencie,; befides what is neceffary for their Subfiftance; who are men-
tioned to be alfo on other Parts of the Coaft of California ; are repre

iented as a fierce and barbarous People) who hold no Treaty or Amity 
\Vith their Neighbours, who are always in Fear of them. 

That de Fonte Ihould not pafs up the N orth-eaft Part of the South Sea> 
but go through Land, muft have been, that the North-eaft Part of the 

South Sea was reprefented as a Gnlph, not a Streight,. from fome Obfer

vations made prior to that Expedition, as to which the Obfervers might 

be deceived, by its taking a Southerly Courfe through fome Inlet or 

Opening obfcured by IGands, or the Entrance narrow, that they con
cluded it only to be fome fmall Branch which foon terminated ; having, 
at the fame Time, a large open Channel before them, which they finding 
afterwards forrounded with Land, concluded there was no Communica
tion with any other Waters> but that they had feen the Extremity of 
thefe Waters to Eaftward. That thefe Waters took a Courfe through. 
that defert mountainous Country, until they joined with the Waters of 
the Screights that de Fuca came up, t~e People of Conojfet might not be 
able to give a juft Account of, as they fr~~cd fo far to Northward and 

Eaftward. ·Though they, as the Natives of Conibaffet alfo came occa
fionally in.to the N orth-eaft Part of the South Sea ; the one moftly fre

q_uented to Northward and Eaftward,. the other to Northward and Weft-· 
ward, as is apparent from de Fonte's .1\..ccount; where they had level and 

fruitful Tratl::s, as they produced fo much Maiz ; a hunting Country, 
as there were three Sorts of Deer; alfo Fifh iri" their Waters. Whereas 
the Country on the oppofite Shore of the N orth-eaft Part of the South 
Sl'a, as, is apparent from being the Refort of the Efkemaux, would be 
rugged, rocky, and remarkably barren, with littie Intermixtures of level 
and fruitful Spots. Therefore the People of Conoj[et, or Conib~.l[et, would 
have no Inducements to go into thofe Parts. ]\lay be fuppofed the op• 

pofite CoaH was the Limits of their Enemy's Country, with whom if they 
went to War,. and knew that the Waters of the N orth-eaft Part of the 

South Sea did communicate to Southward with other Waters; yet it can

not be imagined that they went up thofe Waters fo far in their Enemy's 
Country of fo wild a Dif pofition, where they were always in Danger of 

being forprized, as to know whet.her thofo Waters joined with. the Sea. 

m 
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in which Shapley was met. Might alfo be jealous if the Jefoits, or Pa1,.-
1pentiers, o~ others who came there, were very particular in their En

quiries, that they ·intended to go and refide amongft their Enemjes, 
which, as the Nature o.f Indians is, would caufe them to be on the Re
ferve, and flack in their Informations, as to thofe Parts. 

Th.at thofe Perfons who were in thofe Parts before this Expedition of 

d_c Font~, g~t no Information of this Streight, or of the \N aters, as to 

the. Courfe of them to Southward, there muft be a confiderable main 

~and to Southward of Lake Belle and Lake de Fonte, as is expreifed in 

the Map, and as to the Sea to Eafl:ward; that Part of it which was to 
Sou~hw.ard. of Ronquiflo, no more would be apprehended of it, being 

unacquainted as to the Str.eight, than that it was a Part of that Sea con
tiguous to Hudfon's Bay; and it not being known at that Time but the 
'tides came, from the Eaftward, would have no Reafon to infer, from the 

Sea running to Southward, that it communicated· with a Streight there. 

To ta1,{.e away the Improbability of what is here advanced, we fhould 

refleB: what Affurances former Difcoverers gave, that had btit the Sea

fon permitted to proceed, they fhould certainly have made a Paffage; 

though when an Attempt was again made they found their Miftake ; 

and from Obfervations then made, they faw good Reafon to have a dif
ferent Opinion as to the Nature of the Pa1fage from what they had be
fore, and very reafonable, as their Searches were made in Parts entirely 

unknown; and as to the Appearance of the Land, the Courfe of the 

Waters, and the Set of the Tides, the moft judicious might be de

ceived. 

The Spanijh Nation had not been able to make out a Paff age by their 

various Attempts, agreeable to the Accounts of private Perfons, which 

probably might give an Opportunity for the Reprefentations of the Je

foits to be attended to, who would urge every Argument in Behalf of 
their Difcovery, and endeavour to invalidate the former Accounts as to 

a Paffao-e ; which by that Time, from the ill Succefs as to difcoverino- a 
D b 

Paifage., might not be at that Time fo much thought of; and as Dif-

ference in Time produces a Change in Opinions, whatever makes for 
the reigning Opinion is adopted, ~s every Thing that is contradictory is 

Q_ 2 · depreciated. 
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depreciated. The Arguments for the Opinion which prevailed before 

for a navigable Paff age might be treated as fallacious and infignificant, 

and the Inftructions for the Expedition of de Fonte might be drawn agree

able to the J efoits Plan, whom it is evident knew nothing of a Streight, 

but confidered the Land of America as one continued Continent to La

titude 66. And whatever Weight this Conjecture may have, it is appa
rent from the Confideration of de Fonte's Letter, that the Inftruclions 
were drawn from the Information of fome who had been before in thofe 
Parts : And by whom can it be fuppofed more properly. that the 

Court received the Isformation which they had than from the Jefuits, 
w hof e U nderftanding and Character would admit them to a free Con
verfe with the Minifter on a lefs Occafion than they would now have, to .. 
give an Account of thofo Parts they had been in. 

The Court of Spain does not feem, from the Proceedings, to be of the 

fame Opinion with the Jefuits, or de Fonte after his return. As the Go-· 

vernor of Cinoloa is immediately ordered to take a Survey of the Coafts 

and Harbours of California. And the next Year Admiral G_af!anate is fent 

from Old Spain ; and it is probable the Court was not of the Opinion of 

the Jefuits when they gave this Information, but formed the Inftruccions 

for de Fonte agreeable thereto. As the moft expedient Method, at that 

Time, for intercepting the People· from Bofton, was to go the Way they 
gave an Account of with the Boats through Land, as the Ships might 
meet with Difficulties and Delays in paffing up the Srreights, alfo ran 
great Hazard ; the Bofton Ship might pafs them unperceived. Whereas, 
on the Plan which was purfued, if they heard by the Natives that the 

Bojlon Ship had paffed, and taken her Courfe further to Southward or 
W eihvard, de Fonte would have repaired aboard his Ship, proceeded 
down Los Reyes, and with the Diligence which he would h2-ve. made Ufe 
of, fell in with the Bojlon Ship either in fuch North-eajl Part of the South 
Sea, or on the Coafr of California, leaving Orders for Barncrdo how to 
act in this Ref peel: on his return. From which Conduct, and the Look-

out that was kept on the Coaft of Mexico and Peru, it would have 

been alfo impoffible for the Boflon People, unacquainted with thefe Parts, 

and -not expecting fuch a Diligence was ufed to intercept them, to have 
made a fuccefsful Voyage. 

That 
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That there is a Sea to the W eftward of Hudfan's Bay is reported by 
the Indians, and is reprefented to have Ice in it like Hudfon's Bay. 

Governor J.?obbs, in his Account of the Countries adjoining to Hud

fon's Bay (P. 19.) mentions from Jofeph le France, that their Savages 

reported that in the Bottom of the Northern Bay there is a Streigh r, 
they can eafily difcover Land on· the other Sic(:'. : They had never gone 

to the End of that Streight. They fay there is Ice there all the Year, 

which is drove by. the Wind, fometimes one \Vay fometimes another. 

The Indians, who are called Northern Indians, having their Habitations 

to Nor ch-weft of Churchill, mention a Sea to the W eil:ward of them, and 

which is from Churchill Factory.in ·Hudfon's Bay. twenty-five Days Jour

ney, not a direct Courfe, but from the round they_ are obliged to 

take. They f p~ak of the Ejkemaux lndia-ns to Eaftward of them, but 

never give an Account of any_ other Nations to Northward or W eftward 

of them. Mr. Scroggs, who was font out by .the Hudfon's Bay Company 

iri 1722, had two Northern Indians, whom he carried with him, when 

he was in about Lat. 62. knew the Country very.well, and had a great 

Defire to go home, faying they were but two or three Days Journey 

from their Family. And the Northern Indians who were with Captain 

l'v::.':':/..1'ctc:z, were defirous of his going near the Shore, between Lat. 62 

Deg. and 6+ Iii. Lat~ 63° and ·14', Captain Middleton put two of the 

Lidians aD.1ore, who were· defirous of ·returning to' their own Country. 

And the A11thor faw an Indian, whofe Daughter had married a Northern 

Indian and been · home with· her, direB: his own Son to fketch out on 

a ·Board ·with a burnt Stick, the Coaft of that Sea, which his Son did, 

and the Father afterwards took and corrett:ed it where he faid the Son 

had miftook. 

Governor Dobbs, in the Account mentioned P. 45, mentions, ' tha 

' Jofeph le France was acquainted with an Indian, who lived at fome 

, Diftance from Nelfon River in lludfon's Bay, who, about 15 Years be

' fore that Time,, went to War again ft a Nation living Northward on 

, the \Veftern Ocean of America. When they went they Carried their 

, Families with them, and hunted and fifl1ed from Place to Place fer 

, two \.Vinters and one Summer, having left their Country ir1 Autumn, 

' and in /1:1ril follO\ving came to ~k~ Sea Side, on the \'/eftern Coaft, 

' ,vh1..·r~ 
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,, w her~ .the_y immediately ma.de their Cano~s. At fom.e little Difta._ncc 
' they faw an lil.and_, _which was about a League, and ~ ~~lf lo!}g 'Yhe1' 
' the Tide was out, or Water fell, they had no Water betwixt them and 
' the Ii1and, but when it rofe it covered all the Paffage betwixt them and 
' the Ii1and, as high up as ~he W oo~_s_ upon. tl).e Shore. There thev 
-~ le.ft their Wives .apd Children, and old Men, to cond.ucl: them home 
' and provid~ th~m ~vith Provifions, by hunting and !hooting for them 
,. on the Road ; and he, with thirty Warriors, w~nt in ~eft of their 
4 Enemies the 'I'ete Plat. After they parted with th~ir Fal}lilies they 
r. can1e to a Streight, which they paffed in their Canoes. · The Sea 
·' CoaH: lay almo~ Eaft and W. eft ; f<?r he faid the Sun_ rofe upon his 
' Right Hand~ and at Noon it wa~ almoft behjnd him as he paffed the 
' Streight, and always fet in the Sea. After paffing the Streight they 
' co;:.ilcd along the Shore three Months, going into the. Country or 
' \Y oods as they went along to hunt for Provifi~ns. He faid they faw 
' a great many large black Fi!h fpouting up Water in the Sea. Afrer 
~ they had coafted for near three Months, they faw the Footfteps of fame 
' l\'.ien on the Sand; then judged thev were near their Enemies, quitted 
, their Canoes, went five Days through the \Voods to the Banks of a 
, . River, found their Eq.emy's Town, made an Attack, the Enemy ral

' lied and put them to flight.' Then proceeds, ' upon which they fled 
'· to the \Y oods, and from thence_ made their Efca~e to their Canoes be
.; fore their Enemies overtook them, and after a great deal of Fatigue 
~ got to the Streight; and, after getting oyer, they all died one after 
, the other, except this old Man, of Fatigue a~d Famine, leaving l1im 
, alone to travel to his own Country, which took him up about a Year's 
4 Time.' \Vhen he reached the River Sakie he met his Friends again, 

who relieved him. 

The Indians that this antient Indian went to War againft, ( and this 
]J!dian was living at York Fort in Hudfon's Bay in I 746) are mentioned 
to be the 'l'r!!e Plat, or Plafcotez de Chieus. The Part which they inhabit 

is variouf1y laid down by the Geographers; by f~me in Lat. ~7, Long. 

2 
6 :·, Eaft from Ferro, which is the extremeft Long1tu~e that their Country 

i:, l.lid do~\'n in. Iv1oni: deLijle and others place them ~n Lat. 6.3,_andLong. 

2 
s 

O 
Eafl: from Ferro, fo their true Situation is uncertam. Yet It 1s apparent 

h·. 1 Jo not Jive near to or on the Co aft of the South Sea, or Weftern 
t, .H t 1ey d' 
Occ'an. For what Jofrph le France in this Account, and fo of all In tans, 

meant 
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~eant by the ,vord Sea is any Mafs or Collection of Salt Waters wnidi 
have a Tide. P. 3 8, in the fame Work, giving an Account of the Indians 
paffi.Rg down to York Fort. . ' The River de 'l'erre Rouge, and from that 

' Place they defcend gradually to· the Sea.' By which ]ofeph le France_ 
means Hudfan's Bay. Governor Dobbs ni'entioning the \Veftern Ocean of 

America is a Miftake, which he was led into . as having a Confiftency 

with the Syftem which he had adopted. Thefe Warriors left their own 

Country in Autumn, are faid to have lived near Port Nelfon or Tork. 
Fort, and were at the Sea Side in April. Their not being fooner is not 
to be attributed to the Length of the Journey but to the Seafon of the 

Year. The old Indian was a Year returning to his own Country ; but 

he was· fatigued and almoft famifhed, fo labouring under a great Debi

lity, and had his Food to feek in whatever Manner he could procure it .. 

The ,vinter alfo came on foon after his return from the Enemy. They 
were on the W eftern Side of the Land, which feparates Hudfon's Bay 
from that Sea, where they faw fo great a Tide. Afterwards paffed a. 

Streight, which Streight lay North and South. The Sea they came from 

and t.he Sea they paffed into after fuch Streight, laid Eaft and vVeft> 
They continually kept the Weftern Shore, as that was the Side on which 
their Enemy lived; and though they were fo long as three Months in 
their Paffage, they were obliged to go every Day afhore to hunt, being. 
thirty in Company, required a pretty confiderable Subfiftance. Their 
Canoes can bear no Serge or Wave when the Vvind blO\vs, therefore are 
obliged to keep clofe to the Shore, and muft go to the Bottom of each 

Bay. 

This Account agrees both with that of de Fonte· and de Puca. The Sea 
they imbarked on was that at the Back of Hudfon's Bay, and the Streight 
might be formed by fome Ifland, or both the Shores approach each other, 
tho' the Account is not fufficiently intelligible to make any Dcfcription of 

it in the Map. De Fuca fays the Streight grew wider when he entered 

fuch Sea, which feems to imply it had been narrow. Arid the Indians, as 

before-mentioned, faid there was a Streight, and they can perceive the 
Land on the other Side. De Fttca alfo mentions he went afl10re,- and 

found the Land fruitful> und rich of Gold and Silver and Pearls, and 

other Things, like Nova Hifpania. Which ihews it was a mixed Coun

try > for a fruitful Country and a Produce of Gold and SJver is not :1 
7 Defrri ptio.:-1. 
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,,. where they immediately made their Canoes. At fom,e little Diftance 
.they faw an Ifland., which was about a Le.~gue and a Half lo!}g whe1' 

, the Tide was out, or Water fell, they had no Water betwixt them and 
' the Ifiand, but when it rofe it covered all ~he Pa.lfage betwixt them and 
' the Iiland, as high up as ~he Woods upon the Shore. 1:here tl1.ey_ 
,: le.ft their Wives .and Children, and old lYien, to cond.uct them home 
' and provid.e them ~ith Provifi~ns, by hunting and fhoo~ing for them 
1- on the Road ; and he, with thirty Warriors, w~·nt in ~eft of their 
~ Enemies the 'l'ete Plat. Afte~ they parted with their Families they 
-' came to a Streight, which they pa.lfed in their Canoes. The Sea 
·' Coait lay almoft Eafi: and Weft ; for he faid the Sun rofe upon his 
' Right Hand, and at Noon it was almoft heh.ind him as he paffed the 

-~ Streight, and always fet in the Sea. After palling the Streight they 
(. coailcd along the Shore three Month~, going into the Country or 
' \Voods as they went along to hunt for Provifi~ns. He faid they faw 
' a great many large black Fifh fpouting up Water in the Sea. After 
' they had coafted for near three Months, they faw the Footfteps of fome 
' l\1en on the Sand; th~n judged they w:ere near their Enemies, quitted 
' their Canoes, went .five Days through the Woods to the Banks of a 
'. River, found their Eq.emy's Town, made an Attack, the Enemy ral
' lied and put them to flight.' Then proceeds, ' upon which they fled 
'· to the "\Voods, and from thence made their Efca~e to their Canoes be
~ fore their Enemies overtook them, and after a great deal of Fatigue 
' got to the Streight ; and, after getting oyer, they all died one after 
' the other, except this old Man, of Fatigue and Famine, leaving him 
' alone to travel to his own Country, which took him up about a Year's 
'- Time.' When he reached the River Sakic he met his Friends again, 
who relieved him. 

The Indians that this antient ludian went to War againft, (and this 
Indian was living at York Fort in Hudfon's Bay in I 7 46) are mentioned 
to be the 'I'ete Ph1t, or Plafcotez de Chieus. The Part which they inhabit 
is variou!1y laid down by the Geographers; by fame in Lat. 67, Long. 
265 Eaft from Ferro, which is the extremeft Longitude that their Country 
is laid down in. Ivlonf. de Li.fie and others place them in Lat. 6 3, and Long. 
2 So Eaft from Ferro, fa their true Situation is uncertain. Yet it is apparent 
that they do not live near to or on the Coaft of the South Sea, or Weftern 
Ocean. For what Jofeph le France in this Accol.lnt, and fo of all Indians, 

meant 
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~eant by the Vv ord Sea is any Mafs or Collection of Salt Waters wfiidi 
have a Tide. P. 3 8, in the fame Work, giving an Account of the Indians 
paffiag down to York Fort. ' The River de <Terre Rouge, and from that 
' Place they defcend gradually to· the Sea/ By which 'jofeph le Franc~ 
means Hudfan's Bay. Governor Dobbs n1entioning the \Veftern Ocean of 
America is a Miftake, which he was led into . as having a Confiftenc; 
with the Syftem which he had adopted. Thefe Warriors left their own 
Country in Autumn, are faid to have lived near Port Ne!fon or York. 
Fort, and were at the Sea Side in April. Their not being fooner is not 

to be attributed to the Length of the J curney but to the Seafon of the 

Year. The old Indian was a Year returning to his own Country ; but 

he was fatigued and almoft fami.fhed, fo labouring under a great Debi
lity, and had his Food to feek in whatever Manner he could procure it .. 
The \Vinter alfo came on foon after his return from the Enemy. They 
were on the W eftern Side of the Land, which feparates Hudjon's Bay 
from that Sea, where they faw fo great a Tide. Afterwards paffed a. 

Streight, which Streight lay North and South. The Sea they came from 

and the Sea they paffed into after fuch Streight, laid Eaft and vVeft .. 
They continually kept the Weftern Shore, as that was the Side on which 
their Enemy lived; and though they were fo long as three Months in 
their Paffage, they were obliged to go every Day afhore to hunt, being, 
thirty in Company, required a pretty confiderable Subfiftance. Their 
Canoes can bear no Serge or Wave when the vVind blows, therefore are 
obliged to keep clofe to the Shore, and mufi: go to the Bottom of each 

Bay. 

This Account agrees both with that of de Fonte· and de Fuca. The Sea 
they imbarked on was that at the Back of Hudfon's Bay, and the Streight 
might be formed by fome Ifland, or both the Shores approach e:1.ch other, 
tho' the Account is not fufficiently intelligible to make any Defcription of 

it in the Map. De Fuca fays the Streight grew wider when he entered 

fuch Sea, which feems to imply it had been narrow. Ariel the Indians, as 
before-mentioned, fa.id there was a Streight, and they can perceive the 

Land on the other Side. De Fttca alfo mentions he went a{hore,~ and 
found the Land fruitful> nnd rich of Gold and Silver and Pearls, and 

other Things, like Nova Hifpania. Which ihews it ,vas a mixed Coun
try; for a fruitful Country and a Produce of Gold and Silver is not a 

7, Dcfcriptio~. 
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Defcription compatible with one and the fame Part. The one we may 
fu ppofe the Defcription of the Parts nearer the Ocean, the other of the 
Parts where the :I'ete Plat live : But the old Indian feems a1fo to make 
ct Diftincl:ion; for he fays they went to hunt in the Country and the 
\Voods. When they had paffed the Streight, they came into the broader 
Part of the Streight of Anian, which appeared to them to be a Sea. As 
to the Place of their Imbarkation, they would be directed by where they 
~ould procure Birch to make their Canoes. 

' The true Situation of the Part th~y went to, nor where they imbarked 
.is not to b.e determine_d with any Certainty; hut ·it doth not carry the· 
Jeaft Probability that the went to War-with a .People more than a thou
fand Miles diftant. It is fcarce probabie they had ever heard the Name 
.of the Inhabitants of thofe Parts, much more fo acquainted with their 
Situation as to be able to form a Plan of going to conquer them. There 
muft have been fame particular Caufe for their going to War with a People 
fo far off; what that was it would be difficult to imagine; if it was only to 
fbew their Prowefs, they ~rnft have had Enemies nearer home, againft 
,vhom there was a greater Probability of fucceeding. Neither could it be 
at that Diftance, as they had one continued Scene of Fatigue until they 
re~ched the Streights; their Hearts broken by Reafon of the Difappoint~ 
rncnt, the Heat of Summer, no venturing a:fhore but for a very !hort Time, 
either for Food or Refreihment, as they expetted the Conquerors to 
follow them with Canoes, it ,vould have been impoffible for them to 

have reached the Streight. If they had a hundred Leagues a direc1 
Courfe until they attained the Place of their Imbarkation, and by going 
round the Bays, might be near twice that Diftance, the Current alfo 
ngainft them, it would be fufficient, ftout young Fellows, and full of 
Blood as they were, for wha_t t1:ey undenvent to be fatal.to them. It is 
evident the Streight was ~not far frorn whei:e they imbarked, and the Re. 
lation feems to. exprefs it _fo, as they ha.cl fuch a Fatigue in attaining to 
it. Allovving the 'I'ete Plat to be in Long. 108 Degrees from London, 
and the true Courfe was \V. S. \V. or E. N. E. on their return, with a 
Diibnce v1· ~ hundred Leagues, they would alter their LZttitude 11 4 
iv1iles, and m;;ke 2; 7 .i\lilcs Departure, which, with 2 7 Miles to a De
gree, would mal~c fr.e Pbc: of their Imbarkc.tion to be in Longi
aude 98 from Lo;z(/0,11, about the Longitude of Ro11quillo. As to the 

2 Latitude 
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Latitude- where the Tete Plqt Indians live, and as to the Longitude it 
is but conjefture ; there is fuch a Difcordancy and Comradicl:ion in 

the Maps, there is fuch Uncertainty, that the North-weft and \ Vefr 

Parts beyond Hudfon's Bay in the Latitude of Churchill, feem to be 
entirely unknown. But this is to be obfcrved, and which has been 
my Direction in thefe Obfervations, the Northern Indians and the Heu 

Indians about the Factory of Ycrk Fort, mention thefe :I'ete Plat L:d:°ai1s,, 

. and f peak of them as their Enemies, therefore they cannot be at fo great 

a Diftance as the Weftern Ocean, neither further than where I have fup

pofed their Country to be. For as the Time the Indians were going 

there three Months, that is not to be confidered fo much with refpecl: 
to the Diftance, as they would choofe a proper Seafon, when there were, 

the feweft Indians in the Towns, and were moftly engaged abroad in their 

Summer hunting. Perhaps there are no People who plan better in the 

Partizan ,vay, and execute with more Succefs. They fix the Time they 
intend to make their Attack before they fet out, then proceed eafily aid 
gradually towards their Enemy's Country, allowing a Suffidency of 
Time in which they may recover any Accident by which they m~ght be 
delayed, as unfeafonable \i\T eather, Difficulty and Difappointments as to 

procuring Subfiftance, or any Indif pofition, that they go to Action in 

their full Strength and Vigour; as an Indian who conducts an Expedi

tion would be as much contemned for Want of Prudence, on his Re
turn to the Towns, as he would for his Want of Conduct in leading his 

People co an Attack, and when the Enemy was too powerful not bring
ing them off without the Lois of a Scalp. In either of which Cafes the 

young People, who obferve freely the moft exact Difcipline, and im

plicitly obey what he orders, would not go any more to \Yar with him. 

Which Way the Bofton Ship made this Paffage is uncertain.. Gibbons 
was acquainted with Bylot, was Shipmate with him in Sir CJ:homas Button's 
Voyage. Bylot was alfo with Gibbons the Time he loft his Seafon, by 
being detained in the Ice. B)'lot made an Expedition for Difcovery of 

a Paffage in the Year 16 I 5, on Sir 'I'homas Bl!i/on having at a Trial of 

a Tide off the Ii1and of Nottingham, in lludfon's Streights, found it came 

from the North-weft, and to be from an Opening ~n the Back of Cary's 
Swans-ne.ft, this Tide he went in Purfoit of; and was ;.i~ far up as Lat. 
6s Deg. 26 Min. then fuppofed where he ,v:1s w:ic.: nothing but a Bay~ 

R but 



( 122 ) 

but could not (he had gone up the Eaft) return down the Weil Shore. 
Whether Gibbons took his Information from Bylot, and purfued his Plan, 
is uncertain, and found his Way round the Head of Repulfe Bay. He 

was alfo acquainted with what Fox had done, who went into Lat. 66 Deg. 
5 Min. fo further than Bylot, who did not return down the Weftern 
Shore; but his People being indif pofed, and not· finding a North-weft 
Tide, he haftened home. Thefe Parts, therefore, were not properly 
fearched, the Conclufion drawn for there not being a Palfage there, 
being that the Tide came from the Eaftward. 

Or whether Gibbons went through Hudfon's Bay is equally uncertain. 
The undifcovered Parts of which Bay, or the Openings that were not de
termined in the Expedition i11 the Year 1747, are in a Map hereto an· 
nexed. :But the Termination of Chefterfield's or Bowden's Inlet hath been 
fince fearched by the Direction of the Hudfon's Bay Company, and a. 
Plan made of it, which I have not feen. Their Defign was to So as far 
up fuch Inlet until it terminated, or there was a Paffage into another 
vVater. But as it is terminated by Land, and if there is no Inlet or 
Opening left on the North or South Shore unfearched, or a Survey 
taken from the Heights, by which they could be fatisfied there was 
no Communication with any other Waters by which there could be a 
Paffage, it is to be concluded that Chejler.field Inlet is no Streight or Paf
fage as was expecl:e_d, and it appeared to be as· far as the Californias 
Boat went up, according to the Report made at that Time. The People 
\vho had been in the Boat bel.onging to the California, when the Ship 
,vas going up fVi1ger Bay, where, from the Depth of the Water, the 
Br_eadth between both Shores, the high mountainous Land, there was 
great Reafon to believe there was a Streight or Paifage : Thofe People 
,kclared, if there was a Streight they were affured that Che.fterfield Inlet 
was a Streight alfo. 

There remains then to be fcarched for the Difcovery of a Paffage, the 
Opening called Piftol Bay, in lludfan's Bay. That Part which Bylot and 
Fox left undetermined, along the Coail: to Southward of Bajfins Bay cal
led Cun:·1\·drmd Ii1es, Vv hie h entirely_ confift:s of large. Inlets and broken 
T .:.rnd:;. We m;iy_ be too premature in our Conclufions as to the Im
rr,i.:licability of foch a Paffage from the high La~itud~ and the Shon .. 
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nefs of the Seafon, as we have the Infl:ance of the Bojlon Ship, which was 
fo far advanced in the Sea to Weftward of Hudfon's R1y in the Month of 

Auguft; and fome Time would be taken up in finding out the V\';1r. 
The ftrong Tides that iet in, and the Current when to Weftward, which 
there is apparently in the .other Sea, may give an Expedition that r.1ay 

compenfate againft the Shortnefs of the Seafon. It is but a fhort Ti1rn~ 
that would be required to pafs that Part of the Pa1fage which Ees i J 

thofe high Latitudes, as the Courfe would be foon altered to tht; 
Southward. 

Seyxas y Lovera, in his Theatro Naval Hydrographico, in the feventh 
Chapter, P. 426, fays, ' North-eaft of America there is the Coaft of 
' Greenland, from fixty to fixty-eight Degrees, where there is to the Eaff 

' the Entrance of the Streight of Frobijher. North-weft in the different 
' Ifiands which compofe the Northern Parts of A,nerica, there is the' 
' Entrance of the Streight of Hudfon, where the North Sea communi
' cates with the South Sea, paffing out of the Entrance of the Streight 
' of Anian, which runs North-eaft and South-weft to the Northward of. 

. ' the Ifiand of California, which Streight is hid by great Gulphs on 
, the Part that is North of America, which ~ontain fuch great Ifiands, 
' as Cumberland ( or Eftoliland) that are more than one hundred Leagues 
, in Length from N orth-eaft to South-weft, .imd their Extremity from 

' Eaft to Weft more than feventy Leagues.'-Page 44. ' Some hold it 
' for certain that you can fail from Spain to China through thofe Streights, 

' or to 'Japan, or to the Lands of Efo, in three Months. As fays alfo 
, Docror Pedro de Syria; but it is the Opinion of D. 'I'. V. r. Author of 

, the Hiftory of the Imperial States of the World, that he holds it for' 
, uncertain whether there is fuch Streight by which· you can pafs from 

, the North to the South Sea.-P. 45. There were fame of the Subjects 
, of the King of France, who offered themfelves, if they could get his. 

, Majefty's ~icence, to perform that Voyage in four l\1onths; entering, 

, the Canal de Hudfon from out of the Ocean, with a Courfe North-weft 

, or Vv eft North-weft, taking always a Sight of the Coaft at Noon, they 

, fhould attain to the Height of the Arflic Circle, or one Degree more, 

' as in making that\' .. oyage they will be favoured .in that Part by the 
, Currents and ,vinds from the Ea!l: and South-eaft, and afterwards in 

R 2 their 
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c; their Pafiage by the Streight of dnian, the "'\Vinds and Currents· would 
' be from the North.-It is faid that fome Strangers ( on what Occa
' fion is not faid) have gone that Rom; and that there is in the Ar

' chieves of the Admiralty of Lijbon, and of the Contratacion at Seville, a 
' Copy of fuch Rout ; ,vhat I here obferve is the fame with what Don 
' Francifco de Sen ]~1ilirm obferves, from which or from the Copy of 
~ which Rout to be feen in various Languages, or the Difpofition of the 
' faid Streights, he holds it for certain that there is fuch a Courfe, and 
' relates, That a Hollander, on the Evidence of a Spaniard who was 
' aboard his Ship, from the North of California, forced by the Winds 
4 from South-weft, attained to fixty-fix Degrees North-eaft, after
" wards took a Courfe Eaft, and Eaft South-eaft, came into fifty-eight 
i Degrees, when he entered the North Sea to Northward of crerra Nova, 
" from thence to Scotland, and from Scotland to Lijbon, in lefs than three 

' Months from the Port of Nativadad to Lijbon, of which Voyage he 
' makes no Doubt.' And Seyxas obfnv~s, he hath feen many other 
Accounts of Voyages matle from Holland, alfo from England, to the 
South Sea in three or four Month~ which he much doubts, from the 
Shortnefs of the Time ; alfo as in the Spanijh Hiftorians they have an 
Account of what paffes in the feveral Parts of the South Sea, in Cathay, 
and China, and no fuch Thing is to be. found in the Bib!iotheca of the 
Licentiate .Antonio de Leon, which fets forth all the Difcoveries and 
Voyages which have been made from any Region from the Year 1200 

in America. 

It is plain from the Account of Seyxas, he doth not determine abfo 

lutely for a Palfage, but that there is a Paffage is his Opinion. His chief 
Objection is to the Accounts from the Brevity of the Time in which the 
Voyages were faid to be performed, and there being no Account in a 

<.:arefol vV ri ter of the Difcoveries made in thofe Parts. He doth not 
confine the Palf.age to Hudfon's Bay, as I underftand him, but to the 
Streight -and the other Openings to Northward through Cumberland I fies, 
acnd that they go up into as ·high a Latitude as the Arflic Circle. ,vhich 
is agreeable to Ac:ojltz's Account, and gives a further Explanation to his 
~kaning than I have already done. As to which I fies, and to the North
ward .and E~ftward of Car)'s Swans-nefl, it is apparent, from the Peru-

fal 
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fai of the Voyages,· there hath been no certain Account on a complea1 

Difcovery as to thofe Parts. \iVhat he fays as to the Voyage of the H0/ .. 

lander, it muft be obferved · it was while Holland was under the Spanifh 
Government in the Reign of Philip the Second, and feems to be the 

fame Voyage, of which Mention hath be.en made that an Account was 

found amongft the Papers of that Prince .. 

· It hath been fhewn to have been the conftant Opinion of there being 

a North-weft Paff age, from the Time foon after which the South Sea was 

difcovered near the Weftern Part of America, and that this Opinion was 

adopted by ·the greateft Men not only in the Time they lived, but whofe 
Eminence and great Abilities ar.e revered by the prefent A.ge. That 

there is a Sea to Weftward of Hudfon's Bay, there hath been given the 

concurrent Tefl:imony of Indians ; and of Navigators and Indians that 
there is a Su·eight w_hich unites fuch Sea with the W eftern Ocean. The 
Voyage which lead us into thefe Confiderations, hath fo many Circum .. 
ftances relating to it, which, now they have been confidered, !hew the 
-greateft Probability of its being authentick; which carry with them as 

much the Evidence of a Fact, afford as great a Degree of Credibility as 
we have for any Tranfaction done a long Time fince, which hath not 
been of a publick Nature and tranfafud in the Face of the World, fo 
as to fall under the Notice of every one, though under the Difadvan. 

tage that the Intent on one Part muft have been to have it concealed 

and buried in Oblivion. Tranfacl:ed alfo by Perfons in a private Part 

of the World, who only fpoke of it amongft their Friends at home, 

being themfelves Strangers to what they had effected, and made little 
Account of their Voyage. Befides the Chagrin of their Difappointment, 

and the illnatured Reflections it might fubjecl: -them to, they might thin~ 

i-t alfo heft nGt to communicate it -to the Publick, a-s it might encourage 

others to the like Undertaking, and fo they faU into the Hands of the 

Spaniards, not only at the Hazard of their Ship, but their Lives, or at 

leaff fu.bjecl: them t,o many Hardfuips fuch as they had fuftained to no 
Purpofe.. Therefore they thoi1ght proper to fay little about their Difeo. 

very, as it might .only be a Means of .entrapping fome brave Adven ... 

,u1rers, who might be animated by their Example to a like Undertaking, 

"f hefe would be and weJ·e, by its being fo little publifued ~n -their Patts, 
. ~d 
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( and no Accounts .of it _in E~1g-land, .w
1

hich fucws thei.r Friehds were under 
an In,junclion not to· make 1t publtcK) t.~e Refohmons of fuch feniible 
and far-acious Men as Gibbons ·and Shapley were agreeable to which they 

0: 

aded. All which Circumftances ,onfidered, what Degree of Evidence 
can be required more .than hath been given to authenticate this Account 

of de Fonte? 

Thofe who argue againft a North-weft Paffage have· no better Foun~ 

datien for their Arguments, Than that there is no Tide from Vv eft
wa~d. · Which is arguing only for the Truth of a Syftem, and hath 

nothing to dp with the Reality of a Paffage, and in all Prob3:bility hath 
:been the principal Occafion that a Paffage hath not been compleated : 
For a different Courfe of the Land, and no Tide from Weftward, con
cluded any further Searches in fuch Part, but on a due Survey made of 
the Map, as the Tide will enter up the Streight of de Puca, and proba
bly other contiguous Entrances which are not yet known, befides the 
N orth-eaft Br~nch of the South Sea, which we fuppofe to join with fuch 
Streight;, the Tide would filLthat Sea on the Back of Httdfon's Bay, and 
the Opening$ but be checked to· the Northward by the Current ;· and 
may be hindered from coming into Hudfon's Bay through the Inlet from 
Caufos not known, or there being great Indraughts on the oppofite 
Shore, which may take off the Force of the Tide, and caufe.it to come 
but a fmall Way up foch Inlet. There is Reafon to believe·the proper· 

Paffage is up the Streight "of de Puca, therefore that is the prope~ 
Streight of .Anian, as de Fonte proceeded no further than Los Reyes, and 
declared there was no North-weft Paff age ; but the N orth-eafr Part of 
the South Sea hath a Communication, as is expreffed in the Map~ in. 
defcribing which a Certainty cannot be expected, or an Exactnefs but. 
what mai be contt~dicred if a Difcovery be made. The Defign of the 
Map,, .befides what ,elates to the Expedition of de Fonte, is to fhew there 
is a Streight, called the Streight of de Fuca. A Sea at the Head of that 

Streight.., at the Back of Hudfon's Bay, from which Sea there is a Paffage· 
either by an Inlet into Hudfon's Bay, or by a Streight at the Head of 
Repulfe Bay, and fo to Northward of Hudfon's Bay; from which Streight 
there is a Pa1fage into the North Sea, either to Eaftward of the Land of 

9ar/s Swans-ne.ft into Hudfon's Streight, or by Cumberland !fies, and ex-

1 prefild 
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preffed in the Map in the Manner that the refpective Accounts reprefent, 
according to our U nderftanding of them, with a Submiffion to Correction 
and fuperior Judgment. But an abfolute Contradiction without invali
dating the Accounts on which fuch Map is conftrucred, or to fay there 
is no North-weft Paifage, ·which it is impoffible ihould be determined 
until a Search is made in the Parts ,vhi<::h remain- to be fearched, are no 
Objections, are only Opinions, witho~t any Authority to fupport them, 
which Time muft rectify. 

To make an Expedition to difcover whether there is a Paffage by thofe 
Parts which remain unfe~rched, purpofely from England, is what I think 
an honeft, difinterefted, or impartial Perfon cannot recommend, as fuch 
Expeditions might be repeated with great Expence, and the Event un
certain. The·Government gave their Affiftance, and the Generofity of 

the Merchants hath been ·fufficiently experienced, both in England ~ and_ 
.America: Therefore it becomes every one whofe Intention it is folely 
that fuch a beneficial Service fuould be done to avoid propofing what 
might, in the Confequence, be an unneceffary Expence to Government, 
and abufe the Generofity of the Merchants. 

The Ships which went on thefe Expeditions, after they left the Ork
neys, had no Place to put into, neither could they there Wood or Wa
ter, or conveniently repair a Damage. If they met with a Delay in paf
fing Hudfon's Streights, they were obliged, from the fmall Part of the 

Seafon that was remaining, to go to the Hudfon's Bay Factories to winter; 
·that they might have the more Time the next Y car ; were obliged to 
go to the Factories earlier than they were neceffitated on Account of the 
Weather, in order to get their Ships laid up, and every other Conve
nience for wintering prepared before that the \\Tinter (et in. The Hud
fon's Bay Company, jealous of a Defign to interfere with their Trade, 
probably their Fears not ill grounded, the Confequence was, there was 
no Cordiality ~etween the Factors and the Captains. The Ships People, 
by wintering, fuffered in their Health, great \Vages going on, a Confump
tion of Provifions, a Spirit of Difcontent and Oppofition amongft the 
inferior Officers, whicl1 obftrucred the Succefs of the next Summer. To 
obviate all which in any future Proceedings, a Difcovery was undertaken 

on the Coaft of Labrador, to find Harbours on that Coaft which Ships 
could repair to if necdfary on their Voyage ol.lt, or to repair to on thei1· 

return, 



( 128 ) 

return, which they could be at fooner than at the Fatl:ories, fray longer 
on Difcovery, and return the fame Year to England. How well this At
tempt aniwered the Defign, may be collected_ from the Extracl: from a 

Journal of a Voyage hereunto annexed, performed in the Year 17 53, 
giving an Account of the Coaft of Labrador. As what is now to be 
done in the Difcov~ry of a Paifage in Hudfon's Bay may be effected in a 
Summer, and if there is the defired Succefs, an Inlet found by which 
there is a Paffage into the Sea adjacent out of that Bay, the Vef~ 
fel which makes fuch Difcovery, and all Ships at their return by fuch 
Inlet, will have no Occafion to go to the Southern Part of the Bay, 
it will be out of their Courfe, but proceed through the Streights to 
Labrador, there Wood and Water, get fre{h f ifh, and other Refrefh
ments ; can repair any Damage either as to their Mafts, or their Hull, 
and return the fame Year to England by the common Tract of the New-
foundland Ships, and not to go to the Orkne)'S. 

That there was a good fi!hing Bank, a Coaft convenient for carrying 
on a Fifhery, a Fur Trade, alfo for Whalebone and Oil "\Vith the Ejkemaux_ 
Indians, was a Difcovery the Confequence of that Attempt from America, 
To take the Benefit of which Difcovery feems now to be the Intention 
of the Publick. And a Survey of fuch Coaft being ordered to be made 
by the Government, if fuch Survey is extended fo far as to thofe Parts, 
in which as already mentioned fuch Paffage muft be, and without it is 
fo far extended, the Defign of attaining a true· Geographical Account of 
the Northern Coafts of America would be incompleat. By this Means 

it muft be known whether there is fuch a Paffage, the Probability of 
which is unqueftionable. Alfa by fuch Survey a better Account .will be 

got which Way the Whales take their Courfes, and confequently where 
it is beft to go in Purfoit of them. Alfo as to thofe Ejkemaux who fre
quent to Northward of Hudfon's Streights, where they retire to, and a 
proper Place be found to keep a Fair with them. As. thefe Ejkemaux as 
well as thofe on Greenland Side, who have not come into thofe Parts any 

long Duration of Time, being the fame Kind of Indian.f with thofe in the 

South Sea, and as they tranfport themfelves and Families from one Part 

to another by Water, it feems highly probable that it is by fuch a PaifaO'e 

or Streight that they have got fo far to Eaftward. This Difcovery o/'a 

Paff age 
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PatTage can be made without any additional Expence, wovr in w:d1 

other Services, as was in the Difcoveries which were ordered to be made 

by the King of Spain on the Coafts of California. The Propriety of a 

Veffel to make fuch a Survey, and the Abilities and Fi.kl:ty of the 
Perfons will be undoubtedly taken Care for. The Run from Lair1r

dor, let it be from any Harbour, will be but fmall to any where-, 

where it is neceffary to make the Survey. The Perfons frnt will go frefh 
out of Harbour, whereas, with a'Run from the Orkneys, the People are 

f~tigued; will now. be refrefhed as if they had not come from Europe. 

Will be out from fuch Harbour but a few \Veeks, in a fine Seafon of the 
Year, no Way debilitated by the Scurvy, and in a few Summers will be 

enabled to compleat their Survey of that Coaft ; ufing fuch an Affi<luity 

as they proceed as not to leave any Part on Suppofition or Truft, but 

being affured where any Inlet or Opening determines. A Perfon who 

underftands Ejkemaux, and one or more Efkemaux to be procured, 

would be of Service as Pilots, and to give an Account of the adjacent 

Country. And there is no Veffel (it is mentioned as perhaps it is not 

fo very well known) fo proper and ferviceable for this long-!hore \Vork 

as a Marble-head Schooner, about fixty To~, fortified as to the Ice, and 

would be at all Times a ufeful Tender, and a proper Boat if nece1fary 

to be left at the Labrador. What would give due Force~to fach Expe

ditions, would be the Commodore of the Man of War being fo near~ 

under whofe Eye the \Vhole would be done, who would direct their fit

ting out, receive their Report on their return, order a Review if necef

fary, and be the Occafion of that due Subordination and Obedience both 

of Officers and Men, which it is often very difficult to effect on fuch 

Voyages. Merit will then be diftingui{hed, and the Credulity of the 

Perfons at home will not be impofed on, and no Difcouragement of tb )f~ 
who diftinguifh themfelves in the Execution .of fuch laudable Att1,'.t~!1:~s. 

Such a Paffage being difcovered, and the Sea entered to '"'-' e::ftward of 

lfudfrm's Bay, the Manner of proceeding afterwards muil: be kf: to iu-

perior Judgment. 

s 





A p p E N D I X. 

AN 

A C C 0 u N T 
Of Part of the Coaft and Inland Part of 

T Ii E LABRADOR: 

BEING 

An EXTRACT from a Journal of a Voyage made 

from Philadelphia in 1 7 5 3. 

THE Coaft of Labrador to Northward of the Latitude.of ,57 Deg. 30 
Min. is reprefented by Captain Benjamin Gillam ( an. Extract of 

whofe Journal the Author had) as a perilous Coaft, and without any In• 
lets ; therefore the Defign was to fall in with the Land to Southward of 
that Latitude, which was attempted .Auguft the 2d; a thick Fog, but 
expected when .more in with the Land to have clear Weather. They 
faw fre at times the whole Day, and in the Evening found themfelves 
ihl bayed in a Body of Ice, and plainly perceiving Points · of Rocks 
amongft the Ice, ftood out again during the whole Night for a clear Sea, 
which they fortunately obtained the next Morning. 

It was then propofed to ftand yet more Southward, to make t.he Land 
in Latitude 56°, and fearch the Inlet of Davis . . From the 3d to the 9th 
had various Weather, the Air temperate, Calms and light Winds, thick 
Fogs for fome Days, the latter Part of the Time haizey, with Rain,. 
which was fucceeded the 10th of Auguft with a hard Gale of Wind that 

S 2 moderated 



moderated on the 1 1th, and clear Weather: Saw Rockweed, fome Kelp, 
Land Bird~, a Number of large Ifiands of Ice, but no flat Ice ; con
cluded in the Afternoon ~hat they faw the Looming of the Land in Lat. 
56 Deg. 2 Min. Long. 56 Deg. 42 Min. at Eight at Night had Sound
ings 9 .5 Fathom, at Ten at Night 80 Fathom. 

Augufl the 12th, fine pleafant Weather; at Eight o'Clock had 40 Fa
thom Soundings, and at Ten made the Land, bearing W. by S. ten 
Leagues. Many Ifiands of lee, but the Wind contr.a.ry for Davis's 
Inlet, ftood towards another Opening which promifed a good Har

bour ; but not being able -to attain it before Night, ftood on and off un
til the next Morning, fine pleafant Weather ; and Augufl the 13th, by 
Four in the Morning, were in with the Land. A Whale-boat, with pro
p.-r Hands, was fent to found a-head, and find a Harbour. Soon after 
a Cry was heard from an Ifiand to Northward ; there appeared to be 
five Perfons. Some Rings, Knives, Sciffors, and Iron Hoop, being taken 
by the People into the Boat, after rowing _about a League they entered 
into a fmap Harbour, near the Place where the five Perfons were firft 
feen, but who had retired. Entering the Harbour they faw Shallops 
built after the Newfoundland Manner~ at Anchor, with Buoys and Ca-

bles, a Maft, a fquare Yard athwart, with a Sail bent, a Tilt made of 
~cal Skins abaft. Thefe Boats were tarred, that Summer's Work. Upon. 
tLe Sight of thefe Boats a Doubt arofe whether they were Indians who~ 
they had feen, or fame unfortunate Shipwrecked People. 

When the Boat got further into the Harbour two Ejkemaux Indians 
came off, the one a Man in Years, the other a young Man. The elder 
Man had a fmall black Beard. The elder Man being prefented with a 
Ring, . immediately put it on his Finger; the young Man did the fame 
,vhen one was prefented him. Both decli~ed accepting Pieces of Iron 
Hoop, a very agreeable Prefent to the Ejkemaux on the Weftern Side 
Hudin's R1y. ,..rhey knew what Fire-arms were, which they faw in the 
Boat: Alfo aiked for fome Pork, which they faw, and had been taken 

~ 

into the Boat for Fear the Schooner and the Boat fhould be feparated ; 
and, on the Boatfmen 'not having a Knife immediately ready, they pro
duced a Knife apiece ; and the elder Man uied the Word Capitaim in 
his Addreis ; had a Complaifance in his Behaviour. From thefe Cir-

cumftances 
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cumftances it was plain they carried on a Trade with the French; tho' 

the lateft French Authors reprefented them as a favage People, who would 

never have any Commerce with them. And a Motive for this Under

taking was from an Opinion, that no· Trade had been carried on in thefe 

Parts, either by Europeans or Americans, the pri~1 :.-c: -~ Accounts and com

mon Report both agreed in this. lt was apparent to whom thefe Boats 
belonged; and there were· more than·· twenty Ejkemaux ailiore, of va

rious Sexes and Ages, wh'o kept fluking of old Cloaths for Sale ; and· 
the elder Man preffed the People in the Boat yery much to come afhore, 
alfo to bring the- Schooner to an Anchor, which was· ftanding on and. 
off; but as the Day advanced, the Situation the Schooner was in, being 
many fmall Iilands about, .and a .fine Opening. whi~h promifed a good 

Harbour in the main Land, they declined. the Invitation ; and there was 
an Eftemaux ready with a. large Coil. of. Whalebone; feemingly for the 
Boat -to warp in to a fmall Cove .and. make fail: with. Thefe Civilities 
were acknowledged by a Prefent being fent to thofe .afhore, and after, 
fuewing where they_ intended for, .the Boat returned aboard the Schooner. 

The- People on board . th~ Schooner, as· they advanced . towards the 

1.Hlet where they expecl:ed a· Harbour, hoifted their Enfign, which was 

very large, and fired two Swivels by way of Salute; foon after the Ejke
mauxs diiplayed on the Rocks -a large white Enfign, on a high Pole ; 

and when there was Occafiori to· lower the Schooner's Colours, the Ejke-

mauxs lowered theirs ; the Schooner's Colours being again hoifted, they 

hoiiled theirs; bot a Squal of Sleet and Rain came on, which prevented 

their having a further Sight of each other. At Six in the Evening the 

Schooner was anchored in a convenient Harbour, a level Shore, with 
high rocky· Land, bare · in Spots, the other Parts covered with a good 

Herbage and large Groves of Trees, Firs, Spruce, and Pine. An Even
ing Gun was fired to give the Natives Notice where the Schooner was, 

and alfo a good \Vatch v/as fet. 

Auguft the 14th, at Day, they fired a Swivel aboard the Schooner, 

and dif played tl~eir Colours as a Signal for Trade; and a Party went 

afhore to afcend the Heigbths. The largeft Trees did not exceed ten 
Inches Di:ime:er, and fifty F~ct in Hc:ghth; many Runs of excdlent 

V{ ater, Ponds in level Spots ; the Country had a=i agn:<:ible 1\ iixLt, a 
p lcn tiful 



( 134 ) 

plentiful H~rbage, the Flowers were now blown·, the Berries not ripened, 
an,J the Angelil·,1, of which there was great ~antity, not feeded. They 
hc1d a very lab'-· ··ious vV alk before they attained the defired Summit ; 

the Mufquetoes very troublefome. Being on an extraordinary Eminence 
they faw the North and Squth Point of the main Land, or two Capes 

which form a Bay, the N orthermoft was computed to be fomediing to 

the Northw:1rd of Latitude .56, and the Southermoft in Latitude 55. 
The Shore high and bold. to Northward a Number of Reefs of Rocks 

lying out a great 'Nay into the Sea, in the Southern Part of the Bay 
many lfiands and two Inlets. Sixty Iflands of Ice of large Dimenfions 

in Sight. In the afcending this Heighth, faw many Moofe Deer Paths, 
Tracrs of other Animals; and in the Ponds Trouts of about ten Inches 

in Length. On the Shores few Fowl but Ducks, and a Plenty ofMufcles. 

The Weather very warm and pleafant. The Schooner's ~eople found a 
Barrel, a Hogfhead Stave, .and a _Piece of hewed Wood, on which it was 
conjectured that this was no unfrequented Harbour. 

The next Morning, the ,15th of 4ugufl, the Boat was fent to carry 

two Perfons to the Head of the Harbour, that they might travel to a 
Mountain about ten Miles off, to take a View of the inland Part of the 
Country. When the Boat returned, the People brought Word they had 
feen the Ruins of a Timber Houfe. The Boat was again manned to go 
and take a Survey of it ; and it appeared to have been a Houfe built 

for fome Perfons .to winter in, of Logs joined together, _part ftanding, 
with a Chimney of Brick and Stone entire. The Houfe confifted of 

three Rooms, a Log Tent near, and a Pit dug in which they feemed to 

have buried their Beer. The Ground cleared at a Diftance round : The 

\Yoods burnt, ieveral Hogiheads and Barrels, and feemingly a great 

\V afte of Bifcuit, Pork, Salt Fiih, and other Provifions, which feemed 

as if thofe who had been here had retired with great Precipitation ; 

neither had been long gone, as there were frelh Feet Marks on the 
Strand, and fome Trees lately hewn.· The Marks on the Cafk fhewed 

that the People were from London ; and it was fuppofed that as the Ejke

mcm: had not come to trade, there had been a Fray between the Ejke
mauir: and thefe People; and when thl'y confidered the compleat Man
ner in which _the Boats were equipped a·nd rigged, doubted whether the 
Lj.:tiJMux had ·not overpowered them, and had fome of the People with 

them. 
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them. The .great Earneftnefs with which the eider of the Ejkemaux 
made Signs. for the People in the Boat to go afhore, feemed to be with 
a particular Defign : Therefore it was thought prudent to be very care

ful in the Watch at-Night, to ftrike the Bell every half Hour, to keep 
a continual Walk on Deck, and call All is well, that the Ejkemau>: 
might hear, if they fhould intend a Surprize, that the People aboard 
were on their Guard . 

. The Morning of the 16th they nm up to the Head of the Harboul' 
with the Schooner, to Wood and Water, there being Plenty of Wood 
ready cut, and a Place conveniently dammed up to confine a fine Stream 

of excellent Water which came from the Heighths. There was then 
found feveral Pieces of printed Books, in German and Englijh, the Eng
lifh Moravian Hymns~ Peas, Beans, Turnips, and Radifues planted, 
which feemed as if ,they would come to no great Perfection, and judged 

to have been fowed about three Weeks. The wooding and watering was 

fini!hed by Ten, at Night, but with no fmall Trouble on Account of tbe 
Mufquetoes, though ·great Smoaks made to keep them off 

The two Perfons who had been fent to view the inland Country re
turned in the Morning, .after having fpent a rainy Night in the Woods ; 
gave an Account that they had been forced to go round feveral fmall. 
Lakes, which made the Way longer than expected ; and the Mountain 
was very fteep and rugged : Saw feveral large Spots of excellent Mea ... 
dow : The Timber much the fame as that on the Shores of the Har
.hour : That they faw two Inlets to Northward, extending a great Way 
into the Land : That it was only the Branch of an Inlet that the Ve:ffel 
was at Anchor in ; but they faw the Termination of the Inlet to be in 

laro-e Ponds. 
0 

The 17th of Auguft the Schooner was to return to her firft Anchorage, 
with an hi"ention to fearch the Inlets to Northward; but the \Vind 
provec1 contrary, and a hard Gale, though the Weather pleafant. The 
i 8th the Wind moderated, and the Schooner returned to her former 
Anchorage ;. but the Wind did not ferve to quit the Harbour until the 

i gth in the Afternoon ; the Interval .oi- Time had been filied up in brew
ing Spruce Beer, an'1 · doing other nece!fary Work with ref pett to the 

Sails 
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Sails and Rigging. At Six in the Evening was clofe in with the Hland, 
where they had fren the EJJ:cmaux, but now gone. It was not until the 
2111, by reafon of Calms and Current~, that they attained to the Inlet 
to Northward. Thofe who had been fent out with the Boat to found 
a-head, had feen on the Shore an Efl:emaux Encampment, from which 
t_hey were but .ve~y lately retired, and brought from thence a Piece of a 
Jawbone of a Spermaceti Whale, which was cut wit~ a Hatchet. It was 
plain from that the Ejkemaux were fupplied with Iron Tools : They alfo 
found a Piece of an .Earthen.Jar. J'h~y judgeµ there had been .about 
eleven Tents. 

The 2 2d of Auguft, in the Morning, the Ship's Com,pa1!y :Cat~hed 
fame Cod; they were but fmall, but fine full Fifh. The \Yhalcboat 
was fent up with fame.Hands, to found;and find fl. Harbour:_ And three 
Perfons went on Shore to. a nigh Summit, abo,ut four,Miles off, to view 
the Country: Saw in their \Vay many Tracts ofDeer, a deep Soil, good 
q.rafs, and met with feveral la~ge level Spots, with ?ends of Water; 

. thick Groves of Timber:, and a plentiful Herbage. The Country:. from 
thi~ Summit, appeared to confift of Ridges and rvJ "mr:tains ; and as the 
Weather changed from fine and pleafant, to thick a~w hazey, they faw 
the Clouds fettle on feveral Ridges of the fy.rountam:., .1ear them, as alfQ 
on the Heighth where they were, :c,,_d under the!.'.J, And when they re
turned the People on board fa:J thev hd.d luu Lw-:e finart Showers of 

Raiq, which thofe who had been en d1e I-fr~ghth were not fen!ible of. 

In .the Afternoon they proceeded with the Schooner to a Harbour 
which thofe who had been fent out with the \\'~a!eSoat had difcovered, 
an extraordinary fine Harbour ; and it may _be here obferved in general,· 
that moft of the Hart,01c1ts are very hue ones. There are many of chem, 
and not far the one from the other. 

There were on the Shore, in ma·ny Places, the Remainder of Ejkemau~ 
Encampments, but fome Time fince they had been there. Timbers of 
Boats, on the Shores, which were much decayed, had laid long in the 
Weather; in the Carpenter's Opinion the Boats they had belonged to 
murt have been built fifteen or twenty Years, feemeu to be the ,Timbers 
of fuch Boats as had been feen with the FjkemaU>.'. 

The 
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The fttcceeding Day there was fuch \ Y eat~er as they could not pro
ceed; the Day after, the 25th, run up the Inlet. about eight Leagues 
from the Harbour, which w~s about eighteen Leagues from the Entrance 
of the · Inlet. As they proceeded they found the Country more level, 
thick Woods, intermixed with Birch Trees, and both Shores afforded a 
pleafant Verdure. They could not proceed further with the Schooner, 
by Reafon of Falls; which, being furveyed the. next Day, might be 
paffed with the Schooner, but with fome Difficulty. Therefore early in 
the Morning of the 27th, at a proper Time of Tide, when the Falls 
were level, a Party went in a Whaleboat, with a fmall Boat in tow 
loaded with Provifions, Bedding, and a Sail for a Tent, to explore the 
Head of the Inlet. The furtheft they could get with the Boat was about 
five Leagues, being intercepted by impaffable Falls, about 300 Feet in 
Length, and forty Feet their perpendicular Height, though of gradual 
Defcent. The Fall Rocks, but the Bank of the Northern Shore, which was 
fteep, was a Kind of Marl, without any Mixture of Stone ; and no frozen 
Earth here, or in any other Part, ufual in Hudfon's Bay, as was proved by 
repeated Experiments : Therefore it may be concluded that this· is a 

more temperate Climate in Winter than in any Part about Httdfon's Bay, 
in the fame or lower Latitudes. 

From the firft Falls to the fecond there were large Levels along Shore, 
the Mountains at a confiderable Diftance within Land, ef pecially thofe 
on the North Side. The Mountains and Shores thick cloathed with 
Pine, Spruce, Birch, and Alder, much larger and of better Growth 
than thofe Trees nearer the Sea Coaft; fame Pines meafured twenty-five 
Inches in Diameter. In a Pond, on the North Shore, faw two Beaver 
I-ioufes, and there 'Were Plenty of Beaver Marks, as Dams, Trees barked 
and felle·d by them. The Water was frefh between the firft and fecond 
Falls. P~les of Indian Tents in many Places along Shore, Lodgments 
only for fingle Families, tied together with Strips of Deer Skin, and 
no Encampments after the Ejkemaux Manner, .fhewed that a different In
dians from the Ejkemaux reforted into this Part. The whole Country 

had a pleafant Appearance; but as they came near to the upper Falls, 
the Verdure of the \Voods, barren Points of Rocks that exalted them
felves, terminating the View, the Difpofition of the Woods which had 
all the Regl1larity of Art, joined to the Freedom of Nature, the Gloom 

T of 
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of the Evening, tne flow fteady Courfe of the Water, and the Echoes of 
the rumbling Fall, afforded fuch a Scene as affected even thofe that 
rowed; and they faid, it was the pleafanteft Place they had ever feen. 

On a level Point, beautifully green, fituated at a fmall Diil:ance from · 
an Opening in the Woods, and in full View of and Hearihg of the Falls, 
there were the Poles of an Indian Tent, which, from the Afhes fcarce· 
cold, a Breaft-bone of a wild Goofe, with fome little Meat on it that had 
been broiled, Pieces of Birch Bark left, feemed to have been not long 
deferred, and the Situation was fuch as exprefi'ed the late Inhabitants 
to have the fofteft Senfations. In coming up the Inlet they had found 
where there had been a fmall Fire made, as fuppofed, to drefs Victuals,--
but put out or covered with Turf, a ufual Practice amongft Southern 
Inditms to conceal the Smoke, when they fuppofe the Enemy is near. 
The Boats were fecurely harboured, a Tent erected, with a good Fire 
before it, and the People refted fecurely all Night. 

The next Day, Auguft the 28th, two Perfons were detached to a Sum
mit, in Appearance about twelve Miles off, others went and hung Strings 
o.f Beads, Combs, Knives, and other Peltry, on the Trees, fome at a 
Mile, and others at a further Diftance, from where they kept their 
Camp all Day, to invite the Indians to a Converfe with them ; but no 
Indians were feen, nor any Thing meddled with. Thofe who had walked 
to take the View from the Summit, faw the Water above the Falls ex
tend a great Diftance into the Country, but not the Termination of it, 
paffing through Meadow Lands of large Dimenfions, and by the Foot of 
finall rifing Land, they faw a large high Ridge of blue Mountains at a 
great Diftance, running North and South, which was fuppofed to be the 
Bounds of the new difcovered Sea in Hudfan's Bay : Saw feveral other 

. Ridges of Land, but feemingly more level than thof e to Seaward ; paffed 
over in travelling feveral Spots of excellent Soil, the Timber of good 
Size and Growth. There was a great Plenty of Grafs and Herbage ; 
walked a great Way in an Indian Path, and faw feveral marked Trees, 
as is pracrifed amongft_ the Southern L'1dians. They returned in the 
Evening, much fatigued with the Heat of the Sun, and f welled with. 
the Bites of Mufquetoes, and a finall black Fly, like thofe in England 
called a Midge. Thofe that il:aid at the Encampment were alfo much 
plagued with thefe Infectso. 

The 
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The Latitude of the upper Falls was 54 Deg. 48 Min. near the ima. 
ginary Line that bounded the Englijh and French Limits in thefe Farts ; 

and it being fuppofed that the two Inlets, feeil from the Height above 

the Harbour where they firft anchored, would terminate in the French 
Limits ; they therefore had declined making any Search there, and pro
ceeded to fearch the Inlet to Northward. 

The next Morning they fet out to return to the Schooner, with a 

Defign to fearch the other Inlet to Northward, feen from the Mountain 
at the Back of the firft Harbour, but not feen fince by Reafon of a 
high Ridge of Mountains, as it was fuppofed, that covered it. In the 
Night there had been a fharp Froft, and early in the Morning a thick 

Fog. About Ten in the Morning they were returned to the Schooner. 

Several of the People, contrary to the written Inftruftions which were 

left, had rambled from the Veffel, got on the Heights, rolled do,vn the· 

Indian Marks, which are Stones that they put up one on another on 
the Knolls and Summits of Hills, to direct them in their journeying; a 
Proceeding which was highly diffatisfacl:ory to the Commander, confi
dering the Dif pofition which it was found the Natives were in, a~d 

whom, with the greateft Induftry, they cotJld not get a Sight of. The 
People had ihot fame few Fowl, ~hich were plentier in this Inlet than 

any where that they had feen, but very fhy at1d wild. They failed that 

Afternoon to the Harbour which they were at when they fir.ft entered 

this Inlet. 

Auguft the 29th they failed out of this Inlet to go to the Northward, 

keeping within- a Ledge of Hlands, as they might pafs no Part of lhe 
Coaft unfe~rched. Met with fame Difficulties amongft the Shoals and 

Rocks ; but about Four in the Afternoon were dear of all," and pl ye<l to 

vVindward to enter the third or more Northern Inlet, ,~hich they h~1d 

now op€n. Saw at the Head of a pretty deep Cove, on the South Side 
in that Inlet, a fl:rong Smoke arifc, and that immediately anfwered by a 

leiTer Smo1<.e on the Northern· Side of the Inlet. The Smoke on t.he 

Northern Side t~e Inlet continued towering and frdhening; on feei_ng 
which th.ey immediately fieered for the Cove, fuppofing the Smoke 

to be made· by the Natives as a Signal for Trade ; but were delayed en

tering by the Tide of Ebb. At Sunfet were furprikd with a Squall of 
T 2 \\~ind, 
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Wind, which came on in a Moment, and the Schooner in ·extreme Da11~ 
ger of being aihore on the Rocks. A hard Gale fucceeded, but they 
fortunately attained a Harbour, which had been before difcovered by the 

Boat, and rode fecure. 

The 3 1ft of Attgttfl, the Weather being moderate, two Perfons went 
over the Heights to the Head of the Cove, in Purfuit of the Natives ; 
and three· Perfons went in a Boat to the Head of the Cove, wit~ fonie 
trading Goods, and to pafs the two who walked, over the Water if it 
ran up into the Country, and the Natives fhould be on the oppofite 
Shore ; but after rowing up about two Leagues they found a Termina
tion of the Water, landed and afcended the Heights, where they found 
a very large Plain, without Ponds, and a fine Soil, which they paffed 
over and defcended into a Valley, thick Groves, good Grafs, and large 
Ponds. Here they met with a Bear ; which one of the People firing too 
precipitately miffed. Several Bears had been feen before, fome Foxes, 
many Tracrs of "\Volves, both on the Shores and Inland2 and in one 
Place Otter Paths~ 

Three of the People were fent to return with the Boat aboard, and 
two fet out to go up a Mountain which promiied a good Sight of the 
Country, and ieemed poffible that they might attain to the Summit of 
it, and return to the Schooner ~hat Night ; but were deceived by the 
Height of the l\fountain as to the Diftance they were front it. In the 
Afcent they found great Declivities and Hollows in the Sides of the 
Mountain, the Rocks rent in a moft furprifing Mann.er, having Rents or 
Fiffures in them from thirty to feventy Feet in Depth; fome tremendous 
to look down, and not above two or three Feet in Breadth. The Doo-s 

b 

that were with them would not, after looking down, jump over them, 
but howled and took a Sweep round. In the Levels and Hollows on 
the Side there lay great Heaps of fallen Rock. Some Stones or folid 
Pieces of ten or fifteen Tons \Veight, befides innumerable leffer- Pieces. 

And found a Patch of Snow in one of the Hollows, about forty Feet in 
Breadth, a:1d fourteen Feet in perpendicular Height, frozen folid, and 
feemed of the fame Confiftence with the Ifiands of Ice. The Perfons 

' though conftantly labouring, did not attain to the Top of the Moun-

tain until about Half an Hour before Sunfet, where they found· a thin 

Air, 
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~ir, and a frelh fuarp cold Wind; though below, and in their Afcent, 
they had experienced pleafant warm Vv eathcr, a~d little Wind. From 
the Mountain they perceived a Smoke, about ten Miles off more inland, 

the ufual Practice of the Indians in the Evenings, when they form 

th~ir Camps, to make a Fire to drefs their Provifions, and to be by all 

Night ; and it was then fufpeB:ed that they were flying more inland~ 

and that the Smokes feen the Night before were Signals from one Party 

to another to retire on feeing the Schooner, fuppofing us Enemies. It 
was too late that Night to return to the Head of the Cove, therefore en-

. . 

camped that Night on the Side of the Mountain in the vVoods, near to 

a level Spot without the leafi: Unevennefs of above fix Hundred Feet irr 
·Breadth, and three Hundred over, exaB:ly refembling a Pavement with

out any Fiffure or Opening in it. The next Day got to the Head of the 

Cove, near twelve, Miles from the J.VIountain; on a Signal made the 

Boat fetched them aboard, where the People expreffed in their Counte
nances a univerfal Joy at feeing their Commander fafe returned, which 
was a great Satisfaction to him, as it was an Infl:ance more fincerely ex

preifed than by formal Words addreifed to him, that they looked on 

their Security to depend on his Prefervation. The Wind was contrary 

to their getting out of the Harbour that Afternoon; but the Boats were 

employed in feeking the beft Channel for the Schooner to go out at .. 

The Morning ·of September th~ 2d, the Wind proved favourable, and 

that Evening they got a good Way up the third Inlet. \Vhen they were 
fome \Vay up the Inlet, they difcovered a Smoke upon an Iiland at the 
Entrance of the Inlet, and, when at. Anchor, a Smoke alfo on the North 
Shore. Therefore by Day-light, September the 3d, the Time when 

Smokes are moft difcernable and looked out for by the Indians, a Perfon 

was fent to fire the Bru.fh on an Eminence afhore, to anfwer that Smoke 
feen on the North Shore the Night before. Then the Schooner pro7 

ceeded up the Inlet, and by Ten o'Clock was come to the Extremity of 
it, which terminated in a Bay of very deep .. V{ ater, furrounded by very 

fteep Mountains, with Groves of Trees on them; but they found a gcc4 
Anchorage in a Cove, and an excellent Harbour. The Heights being 
afcended, it was perceived there was a narrow Streight Out of this Inlet., 
which communicated with Ponds. And that there was a foi1rth Inlett~ 

N onhr-1ard, 
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Northward, and which extended further to Weftward than the Inlet which 
the Yefiel ,\·as now in, ;nd about four ivliles off; beyond the Hills there 

appe.1rcd a towering Smoke, upon the Sight of which the Perfons who 
,sent to take the View returned aboard to get fome Provifions, and a 
l 1arcel of trading Goods, and fet out again with an Intention to feek 

the Natives, and f pend the Night amongft them. The Boat put them 
afhore where it was thought inoft convenient and neareft Place to the 
Smoke, but it proved otherwife ; for after travelling about three Miles 

they fell in ,vith a Chain of Ponds, which they were forced to go round. 

Hot fultry Weather, the Woods thick, without the leaft Breath of Wind, 
infinite ?'{umber of Mufquetoes and Midges~ But by being thus to go 

round the Ponds, had the Satisfattion of feeing feveral Beavers Dams 
made to keep out the Tide ,v aters. They faw a Continuance of the 

Smoke, and flrnped a Courfe for it ; but when on the'Heights perceived 
that the Smoke was on an Ifland about two Miles off the Shore in the 
fourth Inlet, therefore returned to the V dfel that Night. 

The 4th of September, in the Morning, they towed out of the Harbour 

they ,vere in, the Wind foon after f prung up, and by Night they go 
out of the Inlet, and anchored amongft fome Iflands, juft at the En

trance of the fourth Inlet. 

The next 1\1orning, September the 5th., entered the fourth Inlet; but 
being becalmed a iinall Time catched above fifty Cod, much fuch as 
they had before taken. By Twelve o'Clock ·were abreaft of the· Ifiand 
where they they had feen the Smoke on the 3d, and which was four 
Leagues from the Entrance : Could perceive no Natives, but feveral 
'Fires, and that there had been a great burning of the Bruih ; foon after 
faw a Snow lying at an Anchor, which hoifred Englijh Colours, and fired 

a Gun. They hoifted the Colours aboard the Schooner, fired a Swivel, 

and bore away for the Snow. The Wind was freih, and, as the Schooner 
was entering the Harbour, two People came running over the Rocks, 
hailed, but it ·could not be well underftood what they faid; but it was 
a friendly Precaution as to fome Rocks which lay off there. The Snow's 
People then took, to their Boat, and made a Trip to view the Schooner 

.as !he was coming to an Anchor, and then returned aboard. A ·Whale--

boat 
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boat was hoifted out, and a Perfon fent in it to go aboard the Snow, 

and kn9w where fhe was·from, and to let the Captain know they would 
be glad to fee him aboard the Schooner. 

The Perfon fent, and Capt. Elijah Goff the Commander of the Snow, 
returned aboard in a ihort Time; and the Particulars of what the Cap
tain related were, That the Snow was fitted out by l\.1r. Nefoit, a Mer
chant in London : That he, the prefent Captain, had been the Year be

fore Mate of the fame Veifel on this Coaft : That fhe was then fitted 

out by Bell, Nejbit and Company; the intended Voyage kept a great Se

cret. They had, the Year before as a Captain, a Dane who had ufed 
the Greenland Trade, and could talk the Ejkemaux Language. That the 
Snow had. been at Newfoundland, and afterwards came on the Labrador 
Coaft; but being Strangers to the Coaft, and the Captain very obftinare, 
the Veffel was feveral Times in Danger, which raifed a Mutiny amongft 
the People, who had formed a Refolution of feizing the Ship, and bear
ing away for Newfoundland; which Mutiny was appeafed, and the Peo
ple confented to go to the Labrador, where they harboured ) ,dy the 
20th~ ... in the fame Harbour which the Schooner firfi: entered this Year. 
They brought with them four of the Unitas Fratrum, or Moravian Bre

thren, who were to remain during the Winter, to attain an Acquain
tance with the Natives, and lay a Foundation of Trade : That the Houfe, 
the Ruins of which the.Difcoverer faw, was built for the Refidence of 
thefe Brethren ; and, being compleated by the Beginning of September, 
the Snow left them in Poifeffion of it, and fet out to make Difcoveries, 
and purfue a Trade to Northward: That they had fame Trade in Ne/bit's 
Harbour, the Name they had given to the Harb~ur where the Houfe 
was, and alfo on the Coaft before they arrived at the Harbour : That 
when they went to Northward; in about Lat. 55° 40" off the Hlands,, 
amongft which the Schooner had harboured the preceding Njght, fome 

Ejkemaux came aboard, and told the Dane Captain there were fome tra

ding Boats come from the Northward, with Plenty of Trade, and ad

viied the Captain ·to come where they were. The Captain afked, Why 
they would not come along Side ? The f/kemau,',( fa.id, It was dangerous 
on Account of the Surf. The Captain and fix others went in the Ship's 

Boat, with a ~antity of Goods to trade, but had no Fire Arms with. 
them, though adviied to take them; but the Captain faid, No, they 

7 were 
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Y{Ct~ very honeH: Fellows. Captain Goff faw the Boat go rouhd an 

l1hnd,. upon which there was a Number of Natives ; but the Hland hin

dered h:m from having any further Sight of the Boat. After the Boat 

1:ad been gone ~bout an Hour, he faw one or two of the F'Jkenuzux with 

his Glafs pt:cp O\;er the Reeks ; but never after faw any more cf the 

:'iL::.t, the Snow's People, or the EJkemaux. That the Snow lay at a 
· Leag,_:c Dii1:111ce from the Inand ; he had no other Boat, one being left 
. v11~h the !t1orcz:vian Brethren. Capt. Go.ff waited -three Days, and then 
returned with the Snow to the Harbour where the Houfe was. The· Snow 
being i11ort of Hands,· he took the lvforavian Brethren aboard, leaving a 

~1antity of Provifions fufficient to fubfift the unhappy People who 
·were miffing ihou]d they come th~re, until his Return. They put the 
Key of the Houfe and a Letter in a Hole of a Tree ; but on his Re
turn this Year found the Houfe in Ruins, the Cafks and Hogfbeads 
·broke to Pie~es, and the Key and Letter gone. That what was fowed 
·there was by Way of Experiment. 

Capt. Goff judged that the Ejkeniaux traded: with the French, as their 
Fifhgiggs, Knives, and Boats, were French ; and the Ejkemaitx told- them 
there V{as a Settlement of twenty Europeans to Southward, which they 

fuppofed to be fomewhere to Southward of Lat. 55, the Latitude of the 
Cape they had named Cape Harrifon, which is the Southermoft Cape · 
that forms the Bay in which is Nejbit's Harbour, and the high Saddle
back Land within, :which is firfl: feen .off at Sea they named St. John's. 
He faid that one of the Efteniaux offered a ~1antity of \Vhalebone for 
a Cutlafs, which· they arc very fond of; the Danijh Captain infified on 

having more, the Ejkemaux anfwered, If he would not take it that Capt. 
Saleroo ·would ; alluding, c:.s foppofed, to the Captain or Facl:or at the 
French Settlement. The Boats the Ejkemaux had were Frmch : They 
ipoke many Fre:zch \Vords. And the Women worked the Boats, turned 
them to \Vindward, and were very expert in the Management of them. 

The Account given by the Mafrer who went in the Schooner's Boat 

to fiih for Cod (Capt. Go.ff not having yet got any) to the People in 
the Boat was, That Mr. Neflit was only, in this Cafe, an Agent or Fac

tor for the Moravian Brethren, who aimed at a Settlement in thefe Parts, 
and to attain a Proprietv bv a prior Poffeffion, but that no Propriety 

3 would 
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would be allowed of by out Government : That Petit :ens had· been 

flung into the Board of Trade for Patents for the Labr.-ulor, but were 

rejected, and a free Trade would be permitted to all the Subjetl:s of 

Great Britain; which open Trade was the original Defign on which this 

Difcovery was undertaken by the People in America; the Execution of 

which was. not only interrupted by private Perfons ftealing the Scheme. 

and being before hand, but hath been a great Hindrance to the Fifl1eries 
being. carried on in thofe Parts, a Trade ·eftablifhed with the inland In
dians and .the Ejkemaux, and further Advantages which will be know~ 

on our being better acquainted with thofe Parts. For as to this Seve
rity of the Ejkemaux, inexcufably barbarous, yet there were fome Provo

cations which might have been avoided, and which incited thofe Ejke-: 
maux to this AB:, whofe Hatred and Revenge:, the Charall:er of moil: 

Indians, are rouzed at the fiighteft Caufes. It appears from a Journal of 

of the Boatfwain, wherein he makes a Valuation of the Trade, that they· 

had bought a.Hundred Weight of Whale_bone for Six-pence. The Efke· 
maux were alfo treated with great Contempt and Rudenefs. A Perfon 

aboatd had bought a Pair of Ejkemaux Boots ; and carrying them into his 

Cabbin, an Ejkemaux followed claiming the Boots as his, faying that he 

who fold them had no Right to fell them; and the Buyer fettled the 

Matter by prefenting a Piftol at his.Head. On which the Ejkemaux cried 

out in the French, <J'out, Comerado, and retired. 

Capt. Goff came this Year in Hopes to recover the People who were 
miffing with the Boat, and to make a forth.er Effay as to the Trade~ 

but brought no Settlers ,vith him, intended immediately for the Coaft, 

which he could not attain to on Account of the Ice, and went to '.rri
nity Bay in Newfoundland, where he ftaid fome Time. Sailed from thence 

the 27th of June ; the 2d of July faw French Ships in the Streights of 

Belle ljle, retarded by the Ice; and the 9th of July joined Capt. :I' aylor 
in a Sloop of about 35 Tons, fitted out from Rhode Jjland to go in :,?ur

fuit of a North-weft P af!age ; and if not fuccefsfu~ to come down on 

the Coaft of-Labrador. Capt. Goff faid he had learned by C~pt. '.raylar 
that the Philadelphia Schooner. would be out, and he iliould have fuf
pected this to be her, but fhe entered the Inlet fo reaqjly, and came up 

U with 
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yeffel acquainted with the Coaft; and he had received Orders to avoid 

any Harbour in which a French Ship fhould appear. Capt. 'l'aylor had 

feen a large French Sloop in Latitude 53, and to the Northward three 

hundred Efaemaux, who had nothing to trade but their old Cloaths, 

and who were going further to Northward, but were hindered by the 

Ice. Capt. Goff and. '1 aylor, who had entered into an Agreement to 

affociate, were eight Days grappled to the Ice, and did not arrive at 

Nejbit's Harbour until the 20th of July. But had traded with fome of 

the Ejkemaux before, though for finall Matters, and had fome of thefe 

Ejkemaux aboard for three fucceffive Days, who then left them, and 

came no more aboard the V eifels. Capt. Goff fuf pecced, though he had 

altered his Drefs, that they had then recollected him~ The I ft of .Au

guft they failed from Nejhit's Harbour, and attained to this Inlet where 

he now was ; and on the 1 1th failed to the Northward, when Capt. 

q'aylor left him; and on the 25th returned here again. That th~ Smoke 

which the Perfons faw on the lfiand when they travelled over Land, 

and which the Schooner paffed that Day, was made by his Order, but 

tliat he had not made any other Smoke, and this was for a Dire¢lion for 

his Longboat, gone to the Northward to trade, and to fignify to Gapt .. 

'faylor his being in the Harbour, whofe Return he expetted. 

Capt. Goff faid he had been in no Inlet but Nefoit's Harbour, and in 

·this where the Snow was; and that Capt. 7'ay/()r,· in the Snow'~ Long

.boat, had fearched· the Head of this Inlet, fhewed a Draught of the 

Coaft, which was defective, as he knew nothing· of the intermediate In ... 

lets. Had no Acc-0tmt of the inland Country; of there being any Bea

ver or other Furs to be acquired· there; o.r of there being any Mines,_ of 

which the Schooner's People had feen many Inftances,,- and _had collected 

fome Ore. ~apt. Goff had two Dutch Draughts of the Coaft,. made 

from late Surveys; but they were very inaccurate, the Views taken 

from Sea, and there the Land appeared clofe ·and continued; the Inlets 
. . ' 

·ex~ep:tng _ that ~ which they now were, appearing like fmall Bays~ 

their Entrance being covered by lfiands. They had, this Year, found 

the Corpfe of one of thofe who went in the Boat, fl:ripped and lying 

()ll ~.n Ifia1Kt 1 
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It being rainy ,v eather, and the Wind contrary to the Schooner'& 
going up the Inlet, they were detained, and on September the '8th the 

Snow's· Longboat returned, after having been out fourteen Days, with 

·fome Whalebone, and a ~antity ~f Ejkemau:~ Cloathing, which being 
exami11:ed to find out if the Ejkemaux wore Furs, there was only feen ~ 

fmall Slip. of Otter Skin on one of the Frocks. And Capt. Goff, be'ing 
afk~d, faid he· never faw any Furs amongft them. It is pretty evident 
the Efaemau~ only pafs along this Coaft, to go and trade with the E.fte ... 
maux in Hudfon's Streights, and occafionally put in as, Weath~r or other 
Occafions may make it necelfary, which keeps the Native or inland In
dians from the Coaft, as they are their Enemies. The Ejkcmaux go up 
to Latitude 5 8~ or· further North ; there leave their great Boats, pafs a 
fmall Neck of Land, taking their Canoes with them, and then go into 
another Water which communicates with Ht1dfan's Streights. Carry 
their Return of Trade into Efa-emau;c Bay~ where they live in Winter; and 
the Fre,uh made confiderable Returns to Old France, by the Whalebone 
~nd .O~l rrocured. from thefe Peopl~. And this Accotmt is agreeable_ to 
the heft lµform~tion tha~ could be procur.~d. 

While the Sc ho.oner's People were viewing, th_e Cloaths, Word was 
bro11ght that the.Ejkemaux were coming, who may be heard :lb.outing al
moft before that · they can be. difcerned, the Scho.oner's People repaireq 
aboard. On .we Colo·urs ab.oard the Snow being hoifted, the Schooner's 
People dif played theirs.; but the Snow bein~ the neareft, and the Snow's 
).>eople fo urg~d the Ejkemaux to com~ along-fide them, that they were 
afraid to pafs. The Ejkemaux had no large Boats with them, only their 
Canoes, three of which came ~fterwards along-fide the Schooner. It 
was perc~1v~d that none of the leading People were in the Canoes; .they 
expofed no Marks or Shew of any Trade they had, which was ufual for 
them to lay on the Oudide their Canoes ; neverthelefs they were· pre
fented with Rings. It .was fome Time before they begari to trade with 
the Snow's People, and then it was· carried on in a very peremptory 

Manner. 

The People in the Schooner, a light Wind fpringing up, weighed An
chor, with a Defign to proceed up the Inlet, expecting to be followed 

U 2 by 



by the Eftemaux, when they faw th~t they were not Afihciates with the 
Snow's ·People, fo to h~ve a future Opportunity of trading with them. 
It was alfo confiftent with the Defign they had of fearching this Inlet, 
.the firft Opportunity that oflered. They took their Leave of Capt. Goff 
as they paffed, and when advanced further beat their Drum. · The 
Ejkemaux quitted the- Snow and came after the Schooner. The Fire 
Arms were all primed and in order aboard the Schooner, but concealed.; 

each Man had his Station ; and they ·were ordeted . to treat the Ejkemaux 
as Men, and to behave to them in an orderly Manner; no hallooing, 
jumping, or wreftling with them when they came aboard; not to refufe 

tome of the Ejkemaux to come aboard, and let others; as there were :but 
nine Canoes in all. 

As the Ejkemaux came along-fide the Schooner, they were preferited 

each with a Bifcuit, a Perfon ftan<ling in the main Chains with a Baiket: 

of Bifcuit for that Purpofe. Then they aboard the Schooner fuewed a 
'.Kettle, a Hatchet, and fome other Things, which feemed much to 
.pleaf e the Ejkemaux. One of them attempting to get into the Schooner, 

two of the People helped him in : He was received civilly on the. ~tar .. 
ter-deck ·; the trading Box fuewed him, a Spoon, a Knife, and a Comb 
with which he touched his Hair and feemed defirous of, were give~;liim. 
·Other Ejkemaux were by this Time aboard. They were prefented with 

Fi1h-hooks, fmall Knives> Combs, and ~ King ~eorge's Shilling. ·apiece, 
which they carefully put into their Sleeves. In the interim the Ejkemau;c. 
who came firft aboard was gone to the Side, and called to another yet 
in the Canoe under the Title of Capitane. The Eftemaux fo called to im

mediately came aboard, faluted the Commander with three Congees
2 

and kilfed each Cheek. He was prefented with a Spoon and a Knife. 
Being !hewn the Goods,. appeared ~very defirous. of a File, offering old 
Cloaths for it._ But the Commander fignified he would not trade for 
.old Cloaths, but Shoecock (which is Whalebone in their Language) or 

Skins ; and the latter he denoted to the Capitaine by a Piece of white 

Bear Skin that the Capitaine had brought in his Hand. The Capitaine 
..exprf !fed b_y his Action that he ha~ not either Bone .or Skins : I-Ie was. 
then prefented with the File; was fhewed a Matchcoat, which ne fur

veyed very" accurately ; figned to the Commander if he was not come 

round 
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tound from the South-weft, me~ning, as fuppofed, frotn §lue!Jeck or the 

Gulph of St. Lawrence. Afterwards took the Commander under his 

Arm, and fhewed a Defire of going into the Cabbin, which ·was com.-

plied with. He paffed the Door firft, and fat down in as regular a 
Manner ·as any European, having firft accurately looked ab~ut him ; but 

there were no Fire-Arms in Sight. Refufed Wine, drank Spruce Beer; 

was 1hewed· a Sample of all the Kind of Goods, :with which he feemed 

well pleated; and it w~s fignified to him that there was Plenty of them • 

. While in the Cabbin t~e other Ejkemaux who were on Deck, called to 

their Capitaine, they were invited down. Three of the Ejkemaux came, 

.but it was obfervable the Capitaive covered the Goods with a W oolleo 

Cloth, which lay -0n the Table. They were ·prefented with Beef and 

Pudding, which they took, and returned on Deck. The Fjkemaux Ca-
pitaine put the Goods into the Box himfelf very honeftly, and feemfog 
to admire a fmall Brafs-handled Penknife, it was prefented to him. He 
then returned on Deck, pointed to the _Sun, lowered his Hand a little, 
then made a Sign of .fieeping by fuutting his Eyes, and laying his Han~ 
to· his· Cheek, and !hewed with his Hand to have the Scho_oner to come 

to an Anchor juft above. By which it was 11nderftood that a little after 

that Time the next Day he would be there with Trade. The Schooner? 

.being. by this Time oppofite to a narrow Paff age, or Strd~ht formed by 

_ IO.ands, through which the Ejkemaux had come into this Inlet, the Ca,. 
·.pitaine order.ed his P.e:ople iato the.ir Canoes, and retired with a Congee 

himfelf, after repea!ing the Commander's Name_, to fee if he had it 
_right, and which he had been very induftrimlS .to le.arn while he w.as in 
the Cabbin. The. Commander attended him to the .Side ; and feeing in 
his Canoe a War-bow and Arrows, which are of a curious Conftructio~ 

_preffc:d him to let him hav.e them., though the ~an:,e Thin~ as atking ~ 
Man to part with the Sword .he wore. The Capztazne, by Signs_, fhewecl 

he could not part with i4 and feemed to exprefs .it with _great Reluc ... 

tance that he .could not. This Circuroftance, and their having no YJ" o

men with them, caufed the Schooner's People to think they looked 
upon themfdves, when they fet out, as coming amongft their Enemies .. 

The Drum was beat until they wtre out of Sight.; and the Capitaine, 
juft before he loft Sight of the Schooner by being ihut in by the Iflands~ 

;pointed to the Sun, and .the anchoring Place. The Efaemaux, while 
.a.board, 
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aboard, behaved with great Decency" and Silence ; though at firft they 

began to jump and halloo, as they had done abqard the Snow; ,but fin~~ 
ing the People of the Schooner n·ot fo difpofed, foon left off. 

Soon after the Schooner was anchored in an excellent Harbour, the 

Snow's Boat came alo·ng-fide, with the firft Mate and Agent. They 

were afked to mefs; and it being enquired of them how far they had 

been with the Longboat in the laft Trip, faid to Latitude -57° 14 : 

Had feen no Ejkemaux, but within a few Days~ though they had been 

out fourteen Days. 'the Mate faid, that he had chafed a trading Boat, 

with two E.faemaux in it, who had endeavoured to avoid . them, ~d 

dodged amongft the I_fiands ; but he came uE with them as though he 

had been a Privateer's Boat; run bolt aboard them, and fo frightened 

the Ejkemaux that they fell on their Knees, cried out, 'I'out Coinerado" 

and. they would have given him all they had. He faid they· took out the 

Whalebone, which he brought aboard, about a Hundred . and fifty 

Weight, and paid them for· it as much as he faw the Captain give·. He 
faw other Bfaemaux at times afhore, where they inviteq 4im, but would 

not venture; and fired a Blunde.rbufs, charged with thirteen Builet~ 

over them, which caufed fome of them to fall down, others to bow. 
Some Ejk_cmaux came along-fide,· and traded their Cloaths ; but with g~eat 

Fear, crying out, 'Iouf Comerado, as he had four Men armed :ftanding 

i.n the Bow of the Boat. Said that thofe Ejkemaux had, who w:ere juft 

gone ·from the Sdto_oner, the Peoples Cloaths who had been ·trepanned 

the laft Year, particul.arly a brown W aiftcoat, which had had white But

tons on it, and a wh1te ~reat-coat. The Great~coat tneant was a ·French 

Matchcoat, which ·the Ejkemaux Captain had on, made up in a Frock 

according to the· JY!anner that they wear them. The "foppofed brown 

Jacket ·was a Frent.h brown Doth, and there were- two Eflemaux who 
had them~- The Mate faid the Schooner's People had talked of fome 

lnlets ; but no Apf wer was made, on which he declared there was no 

Inlet between Nejbit's Harbour and where. they then wer~, n.or any Inlet 

_to N~r~hward betw~en that an~ Latintde 57° 14'. After making fome 

Enqumes~ as to what the Schooner~s People further intended, quitted, 

and made for the Streight the Ejkemaux had paired thrm.1gh. 

This 
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This is mentioned as an Inftanc~ of what· Caution fuould be ufed, 

ts to the Choice of Perfons fent on Expeditions to explore unfrequented 
Dr unknown Parts, as the Adventurers may be Sufferers, and the Reafon 

of their being fo a Secret, . and thereon pronounce deciG.vely no Advan

tages are. to be made, thus deprived of what might be greatly to their 
private Emolument in Time under a proper Conduct, and to the Bene

fit of the Publick. And there is a. further Misfortune attending an 

improper Choice, which every focial and generous Man will confider. 

That according to the Impreffions that Indians receive on the firft Ac

·quaihtance, a lafting Friendihip may be expetl:ed, or an Enmity and 
Jealoufy very difficult to remove, who, in the interim, will execute their 
Revenge ; not on thofe who gave the Offence, but on all indifcrimi .. 

nately of lthe fame Complexion, when an Opportunity offers. Reafons 
would be unnece~arily urged in Support · of what Experience proves, 

and of which there have been feveral melancholy Examples on this 
·coaft. By a Privateer from New Tork, fame Years .fince, the firft Of
fence was given ; ,thof e who have gone fince have done nothing to mollify 
or .abate this En.miry and Revenge. There could be no Expectation 

· of a Reconciliation with thefe Indians, to the great Improvement of 

Commerce in various Branches, but by the Meafures taken, the fending 
· fonie of his Majefty's Ships into thefe Parts to explore and get a Know
ledge of the Coaft; and the Commanders to eftablifh a Regulation, 
which will he a Satisfaccion and Encouragement to every fair Trader; 

. and where the Trade long fince might have been brought to fome Per
fection, had it not been from the little dirty Avarice of thofe employed 

by private Adventurers, who hindered the original Defigh having a due 
EffeB:; and by interfering the one with the other, to their mutual Pre
judice, they prevented thofe Returns on their Voyages which might have 
been otherwife made. The Confequence was, all future Attempts were 

dropt, and it was indeed rendered almoft impoffible that any frefh Un· 

dertakings {hould · meet with Succefa, by the Difficulties flung ir~ the 
Way on Account of the Natives, but which will now be effech..1ally re .. 

moved by the Government giving their Affiftance. 

The next Morning three People were fent from the Schooner to go on 

the Heights, to difcover the Water the Ejkemaux had gone into, and to 
fre 
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frc if the Ejkemau.'( were coming. The Account brought back was, 

that there was feen an Indian trading Boat or Shallop under Sail, which 
prefently tacked and ftood towards four other Shallops. They all low ... 
ercd S:til, and the F/J.:e;;2t111x feemed to be confulting, together. Soon 

after the People faw the Snow's Longboat coming, the Shallops hoifl:ed 
Sail) then ... .,·cnt one Canoe, afterY'ards two. ~qre, to the Snow's Long
boat, while the Shallops crouded away. The Schooner's People, after 
thi) 'fime, had no Opportunity of feeing the Ejkemaux; and attributed 
their coming no more to their Fear of meeting the Longboat, or the 
bad \Yeather, it being wet and bluftering for the feveral focceeding 
Days. But they learned, after the Schooner had returned to Philadelphia, 
that thofe in the Snow's Longboat followed the. Shallops, came up with 
. them, and took what they had. The Reafon is apparent for their not 
coming to the Schooner as they had no Trade, and as they might have 
a Suf pie ion that the Schooner's People had a Connivance with thofe in 
.the Boat, efpecially as they might fee the three People from the Schooner 
ftanding on the Heights. 

The Commander fearched the Head of this Inlet, the Shores of which 

were the moft barren of any that had yet been feen, from the Sea to the 
Head of it, about nine Leagues. Upon their Return they found the 
Snow gone; they then went through the Streight by which they faw the 

Ejkemaux pafs to explore that Water. From this the Difcoverer paffed 
between Iilands, without going out to Sea into a fecond Inlet ; and from 
that to a third from where he had met the Snow, and the feventh fromNef-. 
bit's Harbour. And the feventh or laft Inlet ran a North and Wefterly 
Courfe, and terminated the furtheft inland, or had the moft Weftern 
Longitude of any of the Inlets ; and its Head about fifteen Leagues 
from the Sea. 

Thefe laft three Inlets to Seaward are feparated by very large Illands, 

and have Hlands lying off directly athwart their Entrance, fo that it is 
difficult to difcover, ~hen within thefe Ifiands, that there is any Outlet to 
the Sea. The Ifiands have little Wood on them, and are ~oftly barren 

Rock ; but the main Land much as in the other Parts, only the Inland 
more level. The blue Ridge of Mountains appeared plainer than from 
any other Part, The Latitude of the fortheft Inlet abo\1t ·56. 

Having 
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Having explored thefe refpecl:ive VI aters and adjacent Country, and 
Davis's Inlet, confequently, though it is difficult to which properly to. 
affix the Name; and the Autumn being far advanced, as was apparent 
from the Birch Leaves becoming yell~w, the Berries Froft-bit, the Pines 
and Spruce turning brown, fevere Gales, Snow and Sleet at times, and 
exceffive cold on the high Land; fo as not~ing further could, be carried 
on with any Spirit, but exceffive Fatigue, and the Health of the People,. 
as well preferved as on firft fetting. out, would be now impaired, with 
no certain ProfpeB: of doing any Thing further that was material, fuf
ficient Harbours having been found; on the 20th of September they fet 

out on their Return. 

Leaving the Land favoured with pieafant Weather, an Opportunity 
waited for to make an accurate Survey of the Fifhing Bank, and to find 
the Diftance it lay from the La.rid, which from the Sounc~ing~ on making 
the Land, the feeing the IO.ands of lee aground, and the Account of 
Davis, was known to be there, and named by him Waljingham's Bank, 
after the true Patriot and generous Patron of a Difcovery of a North
weft Paff age. Sounding about a League from Land, with one Hundred 
and· fifty Fathom of Line, had no Ground. At about fix Leagues from 
Land, twenty-five Fathoms afterwards various Soundings, and catched 
a great many Cod, large and full fed~ reckoned by the People aboard. 
to be very extraordinary Fiih, fome of whom from Bo.fton followed the 
Employ of fifhing for Cod. The Bank was concluded to be about nine· 
Leagues broad, and ninety Fathom Soundings on the going off it, on~ 
the Eaftern Side ; and it was concluded, on a pretty good Aifurance, 
that it reaches from Lat. 57 to Lat .. 54, if not further; but the Wea-
ther proving boifterous, as they ran to the Southward, could not con-

tinue their Soundings. 

The Schooner founded with a Hundred and fifty Fathom of Line,_. 
clofe by an Ifiand of Ice, of a furprifing Magnitude, between the Bank 
and the Shore, which was aground, and they did not get Soundings~. 

F I N I S. 
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Page 1 ·. L. 2 3. de Fuentes. The, read de Fuentes, the, 
41-· L. 1 I. de Fonte's, read de Fonte's Account. 
45. L. 3 6. Don Ronquillo, read Don Penneloffa. 
49. L. I 8. fru1i1, read in. 
54. L. 11. to the Southward, read to the Northward. 
61. L. 15. it, read this Miffion. 
67. L. 29. as that worthy, read that worthy. 
82. L. 6. New- Spain, read Florida. 

L. 9. Florida, read Peruan Part. 
8 3. L. 2 8. is confiftent, read is not confiftent. 
90. L. · 1 7. Rivers and Harbours, read River and Harbour. 

106. L. 32. in the Year 1746, read until the Year 1745. 
I Ir. L. 6. between the Sea, rend the Ocean and the Sea. 
136. L. 14. nigh Summit, read high Summit . 

. D I RE C T I O N S for placing the MA P S. 

Map of de Fonte's Difcoveries, in Front. 
l\1ap of l{c:o Spain, from 'I'orquemada, Page 8 6. 
JV1ap of the Difcoveries in Hudfan's Bay, Page 122. 
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