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ofthe greatest practical advantage. Its strides in the domain of science 
have proved great in importance and extent. 

It would be invidious to compare the officers of our Navy with those 
of other branches of the public service. It is but just, however, to 
say that they are alive to the importance of keeping up the high repu
tation of their predecessors in the Navy who have passed away, but left 
behind them the memory of an imperishable fame; that they have fully 
and faithfully profited by the example of their predecessors, and have 
availed themselves of the ample adnmtages which the government has 
extended to them for their thorough training in all the scientific, practical, 
and theoretical branches of their profession. 

Upon the whole, whether it be as a means of self-protection to the 
long line of cities and harbors upon our coasts, or to guard onr com
merce on the high seas; or to insure our citizens sojourning in foreign 
lands and their property and persons against outrage; or to take and 
keep our proper place among nations; or to maintain the sentiment 
of patriotism connected with our Navy, and \rith the memories of its de
parted heroes; or to reap the advantages of the researches, and labors 
of its officers in the further progress of advanced science; it become~ 
the duty of Congress to see to it that the Navy of the U nitecl States 
should not be left to perish through inanition, bnt should be restored 
to a ~ondition of ,usefulness in which it may upon occasion be so ex
pandr l as to become the ready means of protection at home or of activ~ 
and aggressirn warfare in the ports and waters of an enemy. 

Considerations like these induced the department at an early period 
to adopt some means by which Congress should be induced to enlarge 
and restore to usefulness our languishing and neglected NaYy. vVarned 
by the history of such attempts, often resulting heretofore in failure, it 
wa,s thought wise, so far as practicable, to present to Congress a scheme 
which would meet with the general apprm~a1 of the different branches 
of the officers of the Navy. 

The dangei; arising from. the advocacy of different and conflicting 
Yi~ws and theories, it was thought might be defeated by the creation of 
an advisory board.. Snch a board was accordingly ordered, and entered 
npon the discharge of its duties on the 11th day of July last. The 
members of the board were officers of recognized ability, experience, 
and attainments. Many of them had not yet reached. the highest ranks 
in the service. It was deemed wise that those who were to command 
the new ships, to navigate and perhaps to fight them, should have a 
potential voice in directing their size, models, equipment, and armament. 

The department has been gratified to ol>serve with what alacrit~T the 
board entered upon its important and arduous duties. It has labored 
faithfully and well. It brought to the discharge of its duties, judgments 
enlightened by high scientific attainments, large practical experience, 
and a knowledge of the most advanced improvements in naval matters. 
Its recommendations a rni(l the perils and expenditures of experimental 
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construction. It recommends proper and effective vessels, combining 
sufficient speed, facility of maneuver, and a power of resistance deemed 
sufficiently effective for practical purposes. They are adapted to the 
depth of water in our ports arnl harbors; and whilst requiri-ng no fine 
work, extravagant and useless, it is believed they will adequately supply 
the pressing wants of this arm of our power. In reaching a result where 
there must necessarily have been divergent opinions, it is fortunate that 
there has been in the end so slight a difference in the views of the mem

bers of the board. 
The department recommends as entitled to the entire approbation 

of Congress, the adoption of the views of the m~jority of the board. 
There is so slight a difference by a few members to it in its entirety, as 
to justify its being regarded as the unanimous judgment of the board. 
Indeed the minority of tLe board themselYes declare that the points of 
difference between them and the majority "do not in any way militate 
against the objects of the department in calling an advisory board, but 
in their opinion further them by pre_senting additional arguments, and 
exhibiting the subject in a different light." 

The report of the majority of th3 advisory board is appended to, and 
intended to form a part of, this report. 

ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS-THE JEANNETTE, THE RODGERS, AXD THE 

ALLIANCE .. 

The act making appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the goY
emment approved .l\Iareh 3, 1881, contained the following clause: 

To enable the Secretary of the N rLYy to immediately charter or purchase, equip and 

supply a vessel for the prosecution of a search for the steamer Jeannette, of the Arctic 

exploring expedition (which the Secretary of the Na Yy is hereby authorized to under

take), and such other vessels as may be found to need assistance during said nni~e, 

one hundred and i:-eventy-five thousand dollars: Providecl, That said vessel shall he 

Yl'holly manned by volunteers from the Navy. 

In the execution of this duty, which had devol,ed on me, 'the first 8tep 
,vas to obtain a suitable vessel for the service to be undertaken. But 
little.time remained in which to procure, prepare, equip, and man her, 
ancl to dispatch her to the Arctic regions in season to prosecute a search 
before severe winter should set in. 

A course through Behrings Strait being manifestly the proper direc
tion for the expedition, there ,Yas no time left to charter or purchase a 
yessel on the Atlantic coast and to send her rouml to the Pacific. A 
vessel had, therefore, necessarily to be provided on the Pacific coast. 
The department was able to find at San Francisco a steam wlmler well 
adapted, with some alterations and additions, to the emergency. 

The Mary and Helen, a comparati,el~~ new and strong vessel of proper 
size, was offered for sale to t1-te government. A board of experienced 
officers thoroughly inspected her, and upon their recommendation and 
such knowledge of the vessel as could otherwise be obtained, the depart-
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ment decided to purchase her. This step was considered more advan
tageous than to charter the vessel, as her qualities would render her a 
desirable vessel for use in the naval sei~vice upon her return from the 
expedition. The sum of $100,000 was the least at which she could be 
purchased. Under all the circumstances, that sum was not considered 
exorbitant, and she was accordingly purchased. 

On the 14th of March I convened at the Navy Department a board 
of officers, to whom the duty was intrusted of suggesting the best plan 
for carryiug out the act of Congress. above mentioned. The main sub
jects for the consideration of this board were: 1st, the direction of the 
search; 2d, the means best adapted to it; 3d, the details of the search 
expedition. 

The board was composed of Rear Admiral John Rodgers, Capt. Jas. 
A. Greer, Lieut. Uomdr. HenryC. ,vhite, Lieut. Wm. P. Randall, Lieut. 
R. M. Berr:y (recorder), Paymaster l.1..lbert S. Kenny, Surgeon Jerome 
S. Kidder. They were officers of great experience, and most of them had 
been identified with earlier Arctic expeditions and explorations in that 
region. They made a thorough investigation of the 11hole subject, in 
the course of which they examined many gentlemen who bad been en
gaged in the whaling service, and some of whom were the last who had 
seen the ,Jeannette. This board, on the 26th of March, submitted a full, 
interesting, and valuable report of the results of their deliberations. 

The direction of the search, the means best adapted for it, and the 
details for it were minutely and admirably defined. There was nothing 
remaining to be done but to carry out as far as practicable the sugges
tions of the board. 

The name of the Mary and Helen w,is subsequently changed by me 
to the Rodgers, in compliment to the distinguished naval officer who 
was the president of the search expedition board. The vessel was at once 
strengthened at the navy-yard, Mare Island, and officered and manned 
and proYfaioned not only with supplies for the officers and crew of the 
Rodgers, but also with ample provision for the relief of any of the peo
ple of the Jeannette or the missing whaling vessels that might be fallen 
in with. 

The command of the Rodgers was given to Lieut. Robert M. Berry, 
an officer in whom the department has the greatest confidence, and who 
volunteered for this service. The other officers were also volunteers. 
As on all previous occasions, where bold and hazardous services were to 
be required, the difficult~~ of the department lay in making a selec
tion ont of the number of gallant officers of tlrnNavy who volunteered 
for this adventurous expedition. 

The Rodgers sailed from San Francisco June 16, and arriYed at Petro
pantooski, Kamtschatka, July 19, and at Saint Lawrence Bay August 
18. From the Russian authorhies and the officers ,of the Russian veR
sels stationed or cruising in the arctic regions, Lieutenant Berry has 
received every facility and all the information which they were able 
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to afford in furtherance of the object he has in -dew. The Rodgers 
left Saint Lawrence Bay August 19, and the next morning entered the 
Afctic Ocean in company with the Russian corvette, Strelock. After 
touching at Serdze Ka,men for information, a partial examination was 
made of Herald Island by a boat sent in for the purpose, and on the 
25th of August the Rodgers anchored in a harbor on the southern coast 
of Wrangel Land, to the westward of Cape Hawaii. She remained 
there until September 13, during which period vYrangel Land, or rather 
Wrangel Island, as Lieutenant Berry found it to be, was examined by 
three exploring patties organized for the purpose; but no tidings of the 
Jeannette nor of the missing whaling vessels could be obtained. Inter
esting reports from Lieutenant Berry, with charts and sketches of 
Wrangel Island, will be found in the appendix to this report. The whole 
coast of the island, with the exception of a few miles of outlying sand 
spits, was examined, and Lieutenant Berry believes it impossible that 
any of the missing parties ever landed there. The country is indebted 
to Lieutenant Berry and the party under his command for their ener
getic labors while at v\'~rangel Island, the results of which have satis
factorily established the character of that formation, and the probabil
ity that the Jeannette never touched there. On September 1± the 
Rodgers again visited Herald Island, and a boat was sent in for fur
ther examination. The eastern end of the island was pulled around, 
but nQ landing could be effected. On the 16th the Rodgers left Herald 
Island and proceeded to the northeastward as far as latitude 73° -!-!' 
north, longitude 171° 48' west, which was as far as the ice pack would 
permit; returned to the northeast point of Wrangel Island, and took a 
courRe in a northerly and westerly direction in the hope of finding the 
high land north of Wrangel Island, reported as "situated in 178° west 
longitude, and extending as far north as n° north latitude, as the eye 
could reach," by Captain Smith, of the whale bark New Bedford. She 
crossed the 178th meridian and reached a position in latitude 730 ~s1 

north, and longitude 179° 52' east, and then recrossed the same meridian 
in 73° north without sighting land, the horizon and sky being a,t the time 
clear to the northward. 

The Rodgers returned to Herald Island and finished its examination, 
which was fruitless so far as finding any traces of the missing parties. 
Proceeding thence to the coast of Siberia, Lieutenant Berry examined 
the coast from the ship to the eastward to a point as far as Cape Serdze, 
and there put up a house and left a party of six, under command of 
Master 0. F. Putnam, to remain for the winter. They were bountifully 
st~ppliecl with clothing, proYisions for one year, dogs, sledges, &c., and 
will explore the coast in search of the Jeaunette's crew and the smTiY
ors of the Mount W ollaston and Vigilant. 

The Rodgers left on the 8th October, and arrived at Saint Lawrence 
Bay_on the 15th, where the ship was to be pnt in winter quarters. v\-rben 
the iee opens next summer she will proceed first to Plover Bay, fill up 
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with coal, then to Saint Michaels for mails, and afterwards return to the 
arctic, take up the party at Cape Serdze, aud continue the search. 

In order to avail itself of every .possible means of relieving the Jean
nette, or her officers and crew in the event of her loss, the department 
determined, last spring, to send a naval vessel to search for the missing 
ship between Greenland, Iceland, and the coast of Norway and Spitz
bergen, at least as far north as 77° latitude, and as far as 77° 45' if it 
should be rossible to get there without danger from the ice. This de
termination was upon the suggestion of tho liberal and public-spirited 
citizen through whose munificence and disinterested efforts to contribute 
to the cause of science the Jeannette was sent upon her voyag-e of ex
ploration. The United States steamer Alliance was selected fol' this 
service, and Commander George H. Wadleigh was assigned to ber com
mand. 

The vessel was ordered to proceed to the :Norfolk rnwy-yar,1, wbere 
special preparations were immediately commenced for her cruise. The 
bow of the ship was sheathed with live oak of the proper thickness,. 
with a strong iron guard on the stem to form a protection against drift 
ice. Every other precaution was taken to fit her, in all respeets, for 
her voyage. On the completion of these preparations, full instrnctions 
having- been given and aU necessary charts arnl saning directions having 
been furnished, the Alliance left Hampton Roads the 16th of June on her 
m1ss10n. While she was not fitted for arctic exploration, but 01lly as 
a relief ship, her commanding officer was instrncted to make such ob
servations as opportunity permitted for the benefit of na-vigators and in 
aid of science. She carried an extra supply of provisions and clothing 
in case she should fall in with the Jeannette or any of her party. She 
reached St. John's, Newfoundland, after a passage of eight days, and, 
on the 9th of July, made the port of Reikjavik, Iceland. On the 2-ith 
of that month she arrived at the port of Hammerfest, Norway, having 
anchored en route off Seidis Fiord. While at Heikjavik, Commander 
,Yadleigh distributed papers containing a description of the Jeannette, 
printed in Icelandic, and offered a reward for any reliable information 
in regard to that vessel. He was kindly aided in his e:ffort8 in this di
rection by Governor Finssen at Iceland, and Governor Blackstat at Ham
merfest. On the 29th of July the Alliance proceeded to Bel Sound and 
Green Harbor, Spitz bergen. .After cruisjng as fa: as latitude 80° 00' 36" 
north, and longitude 8° 14' 30" east, she was stopped by the pack ice. 
She sailed along the edge of this pack and succeeded, on the 20th of Au
gust, in reaching latituq'e soo 10' north, longitude 11 ° 22' east, and as far 
east as longitude 130 15' east and latitude 70° 58' north, about 10 miles 
north west of Welcome Point, beyond which the ice was impenetrable. In 
latitude 790 49' north, longitude 11 ° 15' east, on a bow Ider iu the middle 
of a small bight west of Hukluyts Headland, Amsterdam Island, a cop
per plate, marke~:l with the ship's name, was spiked. A spike was also 
driven in a natural tablet on t,he cliff bearing northeast and north from 
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the plate, n nd the cliff w,1s also marked with the name of the ship. On 
the 27th of~ \_ngnst the .Alliance left Spitz bergen, and cruised under sail 
until September 11 when she returned to Hammerfest. She left that 
port on the 16th and again proceeded to Spitzberg.en, and reached as 
far north as 790 3' 3611

• While in port, Commander \Vaclleigh obtained 
specimens of the bottom; the beaches were searched for drift-wood; 
floral and geological collections were made, and specimens of birds and 
animals were collected. .At sea, near the land or ice, a careful watch 
was kept for anything promising to throw light on the object of the 
~ruise. Fishing vessels -were communicated ""ith, and furnished with a 
description of the Jeannette. The position of the Alliance, in a sealed 
bottle, "-as thrown overboard every day, and all observations were made 
as carefully as possible with the means at command. On the ~3th of 
September the ship left Spitz bergen on her return to the United States; 
arrived at Reikjavik the 10th of October; at Halifax, Nova Scotia, the 
1st of November; and on the 11th at New York. I regret to say that 
the .Alliance proved unsuccessful in the main object of her cruise. 

'l'HE SQUADRONS, ETC. 

The force on the NORTH .ATLANTIC S'I.'ATION is commanded by Rear
Admiral Robert H. ·w.vman, and consists of the Tennessee (flagsbip), 
Vandalia, Kearsarge, .Alliance, ancl Y antic, regular cruisers; the fl.ye 
monitors in semi-commission on the James River, and the ,Yyoming and 
Pawnee at Port Royal, S. C. 

The force on the SOUTH .ATLAN'l'IC STATION consists of the Shenan
doah (flagship) and the Marion, and is under the command of Rear
.Admiral James H. Spotts, who relieved Rear-Admiral Andrew Br;yson 
on the station on the 25th of July last. The Brooklyn is preparing for 
sea at :N"" ew York, and will relieve the Shenandoah. 

The force on the EUIWPEAN STATION is commanded by Rear-Admiral 
J. W .A.Nicholson, who left New York on the Lancaster,_his flagship,on 
the 10th of October, and is now in the Mediterranean. Rear-Admiral 
John C. Howell, late in command of this station, hauled clown his flag 
from the Trenton, at New York, on the 9th of November. The vessels 
on this station, at present, are the Lancaster, Quinnebaug, <..+alena, and 
Nipsic. 

The force on the P A0IFIC STATION is commanded by Rear-Admiral 
George C. Balch, who hoisted his flag on the Pensacola at San Fran-

. ' 
cisco, on the 18th of July last, succeeding Rear-Admiral Thomas H. 
Stevens, who was retired on the 27th of May. The Pensacola, Lacka
wanna, Alaska, .Adams, W aclrnsett, and Ranger, with the On ward ( store
ship ), at C,1llno, comprise the force on this _station. The Ranger is at 
present on detached special service, and the Waclrnsett is st,ationecl in 

the waters of Alaska. The Essex, recently commissioned at League 
Island, will join the force in the Pacific. 
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