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THE Select Committee appoimed to examine into the prices paid and the 
methods '.1<lopted for the transit or Products on the diffcre1.u .Communications within 
this t>rol'mce- and to whom was referred the Message of His Exceltency the Governor 
General in answer to the Address of the House, of the 14th.July, 184 1, on the subject 
of an Addrc3s of the House of Assembly of Upper Can:i.da relating to the inl'roduction 

:~f i{1;;;~;~c~i{~ ':iUi~i}:,t~~~~::~t:~~;~}!~ ~i:~:;t;:~~I~~·ir~,ri '}J~;!~ 
thc honorw Repol't:-

That from an ex::imination of different individuals engaged in Trade, Commerce 

:.i~:~:l~~::!~:~~~~:1lt;iEf~~ii~1~!.~i::~;lii~.:~~:.t~~::;;i~i:i~r1,~:~~;::'. 
ft appears thatthcc<1stoftrrinsportingatonofmerchandize(of2240 lbs.) from 

.Montreal 10 Kingston, a distance of 250 miles, was, in 1838, 1939 and 1840, £3 2 6 
Of which the toll is, 0 9 3 

Beint~:i:!',i,1'.1f.;~iYE:~~·ir~:·t~~;al, the cost per 
ton of2240lbs. is, £2 4 4 

Deductfor toll, . . I 6 3J 
Leaving the Forw~rclcr 

Bcin%1!e~,~:~~ ~ 1~~~~:S~1~,}~fi1~ 'RiJf:~ ~,~~~: the Erie, of 

2 13 3 

0 18 0! 

£ 1 15 21 

YourCommittceattribute ·oneof the principal causes of the continued high 
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orcraftthroughthiscommunication. 

Th is steam power is in t~e possession of private Companies, which places the 
Canal as completely under their control, as if a Company constructed a Rail Road and 
placed the locomotive or p1·opelling power under the control of n separate Company, 
with separate interests. 

It appears from ihe evidence berore Your Committee, that sel'en tug boats would 
form a daily line between Kingston and Lach ine, which may be furn ished at an out· 
lay of £ 1,500 to £3,000 per boat.- (.Appendix C.) · 

T he amount of .Merchandize passing up through the La.chine Cnnal, 
in 1840, was about . . 17,000 tons, 

And Produce downwards, about 654,870 bbls. (Appendix D.) 

Supposing the freight should be lessened, descending, ls. per 
barrel, . . . . . . £32,743 10 0 

Ascending, £ ! per ton, 17,000 0 0 

Amounting to £49,743 10 0 
which would effect a saving to the Country in one year, far exceeding th e proposed 
outlay. -



( 2) 

The annexed letter from S. Jones, Esq., (marked I.) and the Petition of sundry Forwarders on the River St. Lawrence referred to Your Committee, shew the neces­sity of removing the obstructions complained of by a Committee of I he Hous~ of As­sembly of the late P rovince of Upper Canada, in their Report dated 22d April, 1839 ; Your Committee, tberefore,in order to ensure the free and profitable use of the Ottawa and Rideau Communication, beg to call the attention of Her Majesty's Government to the expediency of immediately widening the Grenville Canal,?n which, in a distanc.e of three miles, there are three small Locks of only half the width of those on the R1-deau,-thus offering, when the St. Anne's Lock shall have been completed, now in course of construction, an uninterrupted line of communicalion from Lachine to Kingston,atpresent,fromtheobsiructioncausedbythosethrecLocks,impracticable for the useoflargecraftand steamers of a suitablesi:ze for towing; the same cause has hitherto formed a prominent barrier to a realizatioq of the benefits contemplated from the construction of the Rideau Canal and olher improvements on the Ottawa River. 

Your Committee would also beg leave to recommend to Her Majesty's Govern· ment, to authorize the Board of Works to remove the arched Bridges on the Lachino Canal, and procure and place seven tug steamboats on this communication, to ply be­tween Kingston and Lachine, by 1st May next, so as to tow all barges or craft which may offer, in their regular turn, in order to open full competition to the public; char­ging a sufficient toll on all transit downwards and upwards to defray the expenses and rcpaytheconstructionofthoscboats. 

The attention of the Board of Works is particularly directed to provide every facility for the passage of boats at th.e Ste. Anne's Rapids, without any addit ional ex­pense beyond the actual cost of towing. 

The Union of the Provinces renders 1he obligation to call at the Coteau du Lac, if such heretofore _existed (whether sanctio~J~r_law or usage) unnecessary ; -a vessel clearing from Niagara to --Prescott, witli a cargo,m'ight with equal propriety be compelled to call at Kingston, or any other intermediate Port. The defective sys­tem as regards Pilotage. from C6teau du Lac downwards on the St. Lawrence is the causeofmuchdelayandimposition to the trade. Althoughthesealterations,iffinish­ed by the opening of the navigation the ensuingyea1, will tend materially to lessen the price of transportation, and enable the grower and consumer to realize the advantages originally contemplated by this work, yet Your Committee cannot but feel the im-hJt:~~: 1!:rb~~l~fs '~f ilii?i~~!?~~~ t~,·:::1 ilie~~:1~::~r:11t
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and still continued, by the ndjoin ingStatcs,todirectit to the Atlantic through their respective Ports. 

The great rival communications for this extensive trade, are the Mississippi and the St. Lawrence. From the high rate of transit and tolls on the Ohio, Indiana and Il~inois Canals, which now do and hereafter will connect those great waters (Appen­dix E.), it is evident that the Country bordering on the tributary streams leading thereto, will be the dividing line,-consequcntly the only competition with which we have to contend is the Erie Canal, for the enlargement of which the State of New York are expending many millions,-and the Commissioners anticipate a reduction on 
~~~J;t~:e~f ;~1:?1~~~a~iiitc~~ ~~ic~1~~~iu b!i~!e~ei~\ ;~e!a1~1.tsa of the natural 

- If the expense ~ftransportation on our Lakes and Rivers were e<jual to the ex· pense of transportalion on a Canal, the gain in favor of the St. Lawrence would be 
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17s. 2d. per ton, upwards, and 9!d, per barrel of Flour, downwards; but if we reduce 

~r cf:.14!~. t;~~sro~:t~~~~r1s,t~:d alc:~;\r~::s bir~~t ~~wt!,~a:~~s:~t:~~a1:e if~in 
Your Committee do not anticipate so great a reduction, although they enter­

tain no doubt, that the natural advantages possessed by this communication, will 
always enable it to compete with success against any other. 

On reference to a Report of the House of Assembly of the late Province of 
Upper Canada, as early as 1832, the expense of transporting a ton of iron or salt, 
after the completion of the St. Lawrence Canal, !s estimated at ,£2 I Os. per ton; the 

r:!d,f~!b:~l~ .. ~~~~ot~~tJa~~r:~o~~r:is~hb~ aa~~r~:~~ioi in the prices of transport-

The information derived from a letter of Alfred Barrett, Esquire, Principal En-
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~:~:t~?a a;,~~t is~~;~~st::~~'tt5e~~:n~l~g ~h:R:;i~s~v(s~! 1;;~~r~u3\ this 

The St. Lawrence Canal from Dickinson's Landing to the Coteau du Lac, can 
be finished for about £50,000,-a Catial of only a few miles in length will connect 
this point with the Lachine, from whence we are connected with 1ide-water by the 
LachineCanal. 

Your Committee have every confidence that the Revenue of this Canal will 
amply rP.pay the cost of its construction ; and feel a hope that no further delay will be 
incurred in its immediate commencement. 

Allwhichisre~tfullysubmitted. 

(Signed,) 

26th August, 1841. 

WM. HAMILTON MERRITT, Chairman. 
J. NEILSON, 
I. BUCHANAN, 
D. BURNET, 
A. N. MORIN, 
A. C. TASCHEREAU, 
JOHN P. ROBLIN, 
MALCOLM CAMERON, 
JOHN PRINCE, 
D. THOMPSON, 
HAMILTON H. KILLALY, 
J. W. DUNSCOMB, 
!. W. POWELL. 
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