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THE NOBLE PARENTAGE AND THE ATCHIEVEMENTS OF ROBIN
HOOD.

ROBIN HOOD was descended of the noble family of the
Earl of Huntingdon, and being outlaw’d by Henry the Eighth
for many extravagances and outrages he had committed, he
did draw together a company of such bold and licentious persons
as himself, who lived for the most part on robberies committed
in or neer unto Sherwood Forest in Nottinghamshire. He
had these always ready at his command, so that if need did
require, he at the winding of his horn would have fifty or more
of them in a readiness to assist him. He whom he most affected,
by reason of his low stature, was called Little John, but not inferior
to any of them in strength of body and stoutness of spirits. He
would not entertain any into his service, whom he had not first
fought withal himself, and made sufficient tryal of his courage and
dexterity how to use his weapons, which was the reason that often-
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times he came home so hurt, and beaten as he was; which was nevertheless
no occasion of the diminution of his love to the person whom he fought
with, for ever afterwards he would be the more familiar with him, and
better respect him for it. Many petitions were preferred to the king for
a pardon for him, which the king (understanding of the many mad pranks
he and his associates played) would give no ear unto; but being attended
with a considerable guard, did make a progress himself to find him out,
and to bring him to condign punishment. At the last, by the means and
mediation of Queen Katherine, the king’s wrath was qualified, and his
pardon sealed, and he spent his old age in peace, at a house of his own,
not far from Nottingham, being generally beloved and respected of all.
We shall here give you an account of the several combats that he fought
and the many odd and merry pranks he played, the one whereof by the
strangeness of it, will add more respect unto his story; and the other by
their variety, will abundantly serve to give more delight unto the Reader.




Q5] ROBIN HOODS DELIGHTS [/

OR, A GALLANT COMBATE FOUGHT BETWEEN ROBIN HOOD, LITTLE
JOHN, AND WILLIAM SCARLOCK, AND THREE OF THE KEEPERS OF

THE KING'S DEER IN THE FORREST OF SHERWOOD IN NOTTING-
HAMSHIRE.

W'

N a Midsummers day in the morning, Robin Hood
being accompanied with Little John and Will
Scarlock, did walk forth betimes, and wished
that in the way they might meet with some
adventure that might be worthy of their valour:
they had not walked long by the forrest side,
but behold three of the keepers of the Kings
game appeared, with their forrest-bills in their hands, and
well appointed with faucheons and bucklers to defend
themselves. Loe here (saith Robin Hood) according to our
wish, we have met with our mates, and before we part
from them we will try what mettle they are made off. What
Robin Hood, said one of the keepers: I the same, reply’d
Robin. Then have at you, said the keepers: here are three of
us, and three of you, we will single out ourselves one to one;
and bold Robin, I for my part, am resolved to have a bout
with thee. Content, with all my heart, said Robin Hood,
and fortune shall determine who shall have the best, the out-
laws or the keepers: with that they did lay down their
coats, which were all of Lincoln Green, and fell to it for the
space of two hours with their brown bills, in which hot
exercise Robin Hood, Little John and Scarlock had the better,
and giving the rangers leave to breath, demanded of them,
how they liked them: why! good stout blades i’ faith, saith
the keeper that fought with Robin, we commend you, but
let us make tryal whether you are as good at your sword
and bucklers as you have been at your quarter-staff.
Why, do you doubt of it, said Robin Hood ? we shall
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satisfie you in that immediately. With that having laid down their
staves and thrown off their doublets, they fell to it pell mell: and dealt
their blows unmercifully sore, which were carefully always defended
with their bucklers. At the last Robin Hood observing Little John
and Will Scarlock begin to give ground, which they never did in all
their lives before, he dissembled the danger, and calling out for a little
respite to breath, he said unto the keepers, Good boys, i’ faith, and the
best that ever I dealt withal: let me know your names, and for the time
to come, I shall give that respect unto you that belongs unto your valour.
Tush, said one of the keepers, we lose time in asking after our names,
if thou wilt have any more to do with our hands, or with our swords, we
are for thee? I see that you are stout men, said Robin Hood, we will
fight no more in this place, but come and go with me to Nottingham
(I have silver and gold enough about me) and there we will fight it out
at the King’s Head tavern with good sack and claret; and after we are
weary, we will lay down our arms, and become sworn brothers to one
another, for I love those men that will stand to it, and scorn to turn
their backs for the proudest Tarmagant of them all. With all our
hearts, jolly Robin, said the keepers to him: So putting up their swords,
and on their doublets, they went to Nottingham, where for three days
space they followed the pipes of sack, and butts of claret without
intermission, and drank themselves good friends.
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ROBIN-HOODJS-PROGRESS- Q=
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HOW BEING AFFRONTED WITH FIFTEEN FORESTERS AS HE WAS
GOING TO A MATCH AT SHOOTING WITH HIS LONG BOW BEFORE
THE KING, HE KILLED THE SAID FIFTEEN FORESTERS.

HE name of Robin Hood did now begin to grow
famous up and down the country; those who
had occasion to go from one market to another,
were either afraid of him, and did forbear to go
those ways where his haunts were, or else they
were in fee with him, and every quarter did
give him money, that with their goods and cattle
they might pass by unmolested. This he conceived to be a secure
and thriving way to fill his pockets, wherefore he contracted with
all the graziers and rich farmers thereabouts, who had rather
to give him every quarter a certain sum of money, than to be
liable to those thefts and dangers both by day and night,
which before did too much afflict them. Robin Hood in the
mean time living high, and being out of any fear of hue and crys, or
constables warrants, would repair often-times to the town of Not-
tingham, where he would constantly make himself full merry at the
Kings Head, and no guest was more respected than himself. It so fell
out, that the king lying at that time at a great earls house not far from
Nottingham, the townsmen, and some other of the adjacent countrey,
did intend to delight his majesty with the honest exercise and recreation
of archery. Thither was going many of the rangers of Sherwood
Forrest, and thither was going Robin Hood himself, but so disguised,
that it was not easie for any one to know him. The forresters meeting
of him, demanded of him whether he was going, he told them to the
shooting match, to which purpose he had taken his bow of ewe along
with him. Thou shoot, said one of the forresters, thou ——, alas young
boy, thou art not able to bend a bow of ewe, much less to draw it being
bent, thou shoot before the king. I will hold you twenty mark, said
II




Robin Hood, that I will shoot a good buck one hundred rod off and kill
him dead in the place. A hundred mark on that (said the forresters).
Down with your dust, said Robin, and having told down the money, with
which he did go always provided, he bended his bow, and having drawn
a broad arrow up to the head of it, he did let it flye at a fat buck one
hundred rod off and more ; the arrow entring in between the ribs of the
buck, made him give a jump from the ground, and fell down dead on the
place, which Robin espying, the wager (said he,) is mine, if it were for a
thousand pound. It is none of thine, said the forresters, and began to
threaten him with violence, if he did not let the money alone, and get
him suddenly gone. Robin Hood smiling with indignation, I will go,
(saith he,) but you shall stay till you are carried off the place on which
you stand every mother’s son of you. With that he did let flye at one
of the forresters, and then at another, and at another, and left not shoot-
ing his well-levelled arrows, until that fourteen of the fifteen forresters
lay dead on the plain, close unto the buck: the fifteenth was making
away with all the speed he could, but Robin sent a forked arrow after
him, which entring quite through his back and body, came out of his
breast. Now to your costs, said Robin Hood, you have found me to be
an archer; and taking up the money with him, he withdrew into the
forest to avoid all farther danger that might ensue, and the spilling of
more blood. In the mean time the townsmen of Nottingham hearing
that Robin Hood was abroad, and that many of the forresters were slain,
did go forth in great numbers, hoping that Robin Hood was either slain,
or so hurt, that they might now take him, and bring him to the king, but
he having sent some of his stinging arrows amongst them, they found to
their costs by bleeding experience, that he was safe enough from being
hurt or endangered: Wherefore having taken up the fifteen forresters
that he had slain, they brought them into Nottingham town, where so
many graves being digged in the church-yard, they were all buried by
one another, and in death, as well as life, kept company together.
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OR, ROBIN HOOD MET WITH HIS MATCH. RELATING THE GREAT
AND FIERCE COMBAT BETWEEN ARTHUR BLAND A TANNER OF
NOTTINGHAM, AND ROBIN HOOD THE GREAT ARCHER OF ENGLAND.

%%

FTER this so sad an execution of so many of the
forresters, there was not any one so hardy as to
question bold Robin concerning any feats of archery,
and to speak the truth, he did of himself forbear
for the space of many years to come unto the merry

W town of Nottingham, in regard that his slaughter
of so many forresters at once had made him terrible
and odious to the inhabitants thereabouts, but especially to the said
forresters wives, who did curse him most extreamly. In process of time,
as he was walking one summers morning in the forest of Sherwood, he
observed a man strong of body and stern of aspect to come up unto him
to give him an affront ; whereupon he commanded him to stand, and told
him he believed he was some bold fellow that came to steal the kings
deer, and he being one of the keepers, he must discharge his trust
and secure his person. The other, who was a tanner in the town of

Nottingham, having a long staff on his shoulder, and knowing as well
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how to use it as any, he, whatsoever, told him plainly that they must be
more than two or three that must make him stand, and that he cared
not a straw for his sword, or for his bow, or for his quiver of forked
headed arrows, for he believed if he were well put to it, he could as
soon —— as shoot. Robin Hood being nothing discouraged, desired him
to speak cleanly, and give him better terms, or else he would thrash
him into better manners. Thrash me (said Bland,) marry gap with a
winion! art thou such a goodly man, I care not a fig for thee. Why
then thou shalt care for me, said Robin Hood, unbuckling his belt,
and laying down his bow and his arrows, he took up a staff of ground-
ash, and would have Bland to measure the length of his staff with his,
because he would have no foul play in the tryal of his manhood. But
Bland replyed, I pass not for length, my staff is of good oak, and eight
foot and a half in length, although shorter than thine, thou shalt find it
long enough to reach thy coxcomb. At these words Robin Hood could
no longer refrain, but making two or three fine flourishes over his head,
he gave him such a remembrance on the top of his crown, that the blood
trickled down upon his shoulders. But Arthur Bland did soon recover
himself, and bidding Robin Hood look to himself, for he would be even
with him, he came up with hand and foot: Robin Hood believing that
he would be upon him with the fore-end of his staff, Bland suddenly drew
back, and being very nimble at it, he gave Robin Hood so rude a
visitation on the right side of his head with the other end of his staffe,
that he not only stun’d him, but withal did break his head so pittifully,
that the blood ran down amain. Robin Hood being not often used to
behold such a sight, did lay at Bland with all the strength and art he
had; and Bland was no ways wanting to defend himself, and to return
blow for blow. Two hours together they were in this hot exercise, and
about, and about they traversed their ground, till the wood and their
sides rang with the blows which they did give to one another. At the
last Robin Hood desired him to hold his hand, and let the quarrel fall,
for he found (he said) nothing was to be gotten on either side but dry
blows: he moreover assured him, that for the time to come he should be
free of the forrest. God a mercy for nothing, (said Arthur Bland), I
have not bought that freedom of thee, I may thank my good staff for it,
and the hand that governed it. Hereupon Robin Hood demanded of
him, of what trade he was, and where he dwelt? to whom Bland made
answer, I am a tanner, and have wrought long in Nottingham, and if
thou ever comest thither, I do swear unto thee that I will tan thy hide
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for nought. Wilt thou so, said Robin, and I will do as much for thee:
but if thou wilt forsake the tanners trade, and live here in the forrest
with me, I dare assure thee thou shalt have store of gold and silver and
want for nothing. Arthur Bland conceiving who it was, did say unto
him; If thou art Robin Hood, as by thy manhood I believe thou art,
here is my hand, that if thou wilt never part with me, I will never part
with thee: but where is Little John? I would fain see him, for he is
near of kin to me by my mother’s side. Robin Hood no sooner heard
him say so, but he blew his horn, and presently afterwards they might
discover Little John coming down the hill, who observing his master
to stand with his staff in his hand, asked him, What the matter was?
he told him that he had met with the tanner of Nottingham, who had
tanned his hide to some tune: Marry, and that is well done, said Little
John, I will see if he can tan my hide also: Friend, look to yourself, have
at you. Thereupon Robin Hood cryed out, Hold thy hand, hold thy
hand, he is thy friend and kinsman, his name is Arthur a Bland. My
cousin Arthur, said little John, how glad am I to see you, my good
cousin, and throwing down his staff, he did run unto him and did
embrace him in the closest arms of love. After that Robin Hood took
them both by the hand, and dancing about an old oak-tree, with a song
in their mouths, and mirth in their hearts, they expressed all the signs
of undissembled affection to one another.




HOW ROBIN HOOD BOUGHT OF THE BUTCHER HIS MARE, AND THE
MEAT WITH WHICH HE WAS LADEN, AND HOW HE CIRCUMVENTED
THE SHERRIFF OF NOTTINGHAM, AND DELUDED HIM OF THREE
HUNDRED POUND.

OT long afterwards Robin Hood walk- == ’
ing in the forrest as it was his daily custome,
observed a butcher riding along the way, having
good store of meat on his mares back, which he
was to sell in the market. Good morrow, good
fellow, said Robin to the butcher: Good fellow,
' replied the butcher, heavens keep me from
Robin Good fellow, for if I meet with him, I may chance to fall
short of my journey, and my meat of the market. I like thy company
well, what hast thou to sell? said Robin Hood. Flesh, master, said
the butcher, with which I am going to Nottingham market. What
is the price of thy flesh, said Robin Hood, and of thy mare that bears
it? tell me, for if thou wilt use me well, I will buy both. Four
mark, said the butcher, I cannot bate anything of it. Sit down then
and tell thy money, said Robin Hood, I will try for once if I can thrive
by being a butcher. The money being told, Robin Hood gets up on
the mare, and away he rides with the meat to Nottingham market,
where he made such good penniworths, that he had sold all his meat by
ten of the clock in the morn; He sold more meat for one penny than
others could do for five. The butchers in the market, that had their stands
by him, said one to another: Certainly this man’s meat is nought and
putrified, or else he hath stolen it. From whence comes he? saith
another, I never did see him before: That will I tell you by and by, said
a third butcher, and stepping to Robin Hood, said unto him, brother,
thou art the freest butcher that ever came to this market, we be all of
one trade, come let us dine together. Accurst be he that will deny a
butcher so fair an invitation, said Robin Hood, and going with him to the
I8
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inn, the table was suddenly covered and furnished, and the best man in
the company being to say grace, Robin Hood at the upper end of the
table did put off his bonnet: God bless us all (said he) and our meat upon
this place, a cup of sack is good to nourish the blood, and so I end my
grace. Robin Hood was no sooner sat, but he called for a cup of sack,
and drank to them all, desiring them to be merry, for if there were five
pounds to pay, he would pay it every farthing. Thou art the bravest
blade, said the butchers, that ever came to Nottingham market. Robin
Hood still called for more wine, and the cups trouled up and down the
table, insomuch that the sherriff, who was newly alighted, and taken his
chamber in the inn, understanding of it, said, He was some prodigal that
had sold his land, and would now spend it all at once: which coming to
Robin Hood’s ear, he after dinner took the opportunity to speak unto
him : And what said the sherriff, Good fellow, thou hast made a good
market to day, hast thou any more horned beasts to sell? Yes, that I
have, said Robin Hood to master sherriff, I have two or three hundred,
and a hundred acres of good land to keep them on, as ever the crow flew
over, which if you will buy of me, I will make you as good assurance of
it, as ever my father made me. The sherriff being a covetous man, and
persuading himself that he would make him Robin Hood’s penniworths,
commanded his horse to be brought forth, and taking some money with
him for the purchase, he rode with Robin Hood, who led him into the
forrest for a mile or two outright. The sherriff being laden with good
store of gold, and surprized with the melancholy of the place, did wish
himself at Nottingham again: and why so? said Robin Hood: I tell thee
plainly said the sherriff, I do not like thy company. No, said Robin
Hood, then I will provide you better. God keep me from Robin Hood,
for this is the haunt he useth. Robin Hood smiling observed a herd of
three hundred gallant deer, feeding in the forrest close by him, and
demanded of the sherriff how he liked those horned beasts, assuring him
that they were the best that he could shew him: with that he blew his
horn, whereupon Little John with fifty more of his associates came
presently in, to whom Robin Hood imparted that he had brought with
him the sherriff of Nottingham to dine with him. He is welcome, said
Little John, I know he hath store of gold, and will honestly pay for his
dinner. I, I, said Robin Hood, never doubt it: and taking off the sherriffs
portmantle, he took to himself the three hundred pounds that was in it,
then leading him back through the forrest, he desired him to remember
him kindly to his wife, and so went laughing away.
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SHOWING HOW HE FOUGHT WITH THE BEGGAR, AND CHANGED
CLOATHS WITH HIM: AND HOW GOING AFTERWARDS A BEGGING
TO NOTTINGHAM, HE SAVED THREE BROTHERS WHO WERE
ALL CONDEMNED FOR STEALING THE KINGS DEER.

B ‘_"—\\ﬁ
mare which he bought of the butcher, but having
now supplyed himself with good store of money
which he had gotten by the sheriff of Nottingham,
he bought him a stout gelding, and riding one day
on him towards Nottingham, it was his fortune to
meet with a poor beggar. Robin Hood was of a frolick spirit,
and no accepter of persons, but observing the beggar to have
several sorts of bags, which were fastened to his patched coat, he
did ride up to him, and giving him the time of the day, he
demanded of him what countryman he was? a Yorkshire-man, said
the beggar, and I would desire of you to give me something : Give
thee, said Robin Hood: why I have nothing to give thee, I am a
poor ranger in the forrest, and thou seemest to be a lusty knave,
shall I give thee a good bastinado over the shoulder? Con-
tent, content, said the beggar, I durst lay my coat and all my
bags to a threaden point thou wilt repent it: with that Robin

Hood alighted, and the beggar and he fell to it, he with his
20




sword and buckler, and the beggar with his long quarter-staff, who
so well defended himself, that let Robin Hood do what he could, he
could not come within the beggar, to flash him to a remembrance of his
over-boldness; and nothing vexed him more, than to find that the
beggar’s staff was as hard and as obdurate as iron it self, but so was not
Robin Hood’s head, for the beggar with all his force did let his staff
descend with such a side blow, that Robin Hood for all his skill could
not defend it, but the blood came trickling down his face, which turning
Robin Hood’s courage into revenge and fury, he let flye at him with his
trusty sword, and doubled blow on blow, but perceiving that the beggar
did hold him so hard to it, that one of his blows was but the fore-runner
of another, and every blow to be almost the Postillion of Death, he cryed
out to him to hold his hand; That will I not do, said the beggar, unless
thou wilt resign unto me thy horse, and thy sword, and thy cloaths, with
all the money thou hast in thy pockets: The change is uneven, said
Robin Hood, but for once I am content: So putting on the beggars
cloaths, the beggar was the gentleman, and Robin Hood the beggar,
who entering into Nottingham-town with his patched coat and several
wallets, understood that three brethren were that day to suffer at the
gallows, being condemned for killing the kings deer, he made no more
ado but went directly to the sherriffs house, where a young gentleman
seeing him to stand at the door, demanded of him what he would have ?
Robin Hood returned answer that he came to crave neither meat nor
drink, but the lives of those three brothers who were condemned to dye.
That cannot be, said the young gentleman, for they are all this day to
suffer according to law, for stealing of the kings deer, and they are
already conveyed out of town, to the place of execution. I will be there
with them presently, said Robin Hood, and coming to the gallows, he
found many making great lamentation for them: Robin Hood did
comfort them, and assured them they should not dye, and blowing
his horn, behold on a sudden a hundred brave archers came unto him,
by whose help having released the prisoners, and killed the hangman,
and hurt many of the sherriffs officers, they took those who were
condemned to dye for killing the king’s deer along with them, who
being very thankful for the preservation of their lives, became afterwards
of the yeomandry of Robin Hood.

21



OR, HIS GALLANT COMBAT WITH A VALIANT YOUNG GENTLEMAN,

WHO PROVED AFTERWARDS TO BE HIS KINSMAN.
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J| VERY day almost did answer the ex-
pectation of Robin Hood, for every day
did administer him one new adventure or
another: he now did wish he had con-
tinued his butchers trade a little longer,
ohilfizzza| for provisions grew scarce, and he had
m not therewith to maintain his retinue or
himself: riding therefore forth to see what good
fortune he could be master of, he met with a young gentleman
that had shot a buck; Robin Hood was not far off when it was
done, and commended him for his archery, and offered him a
place in his service, to be one of his yeomen, which the young
gentleman disdaining, told him if he would not be gone, he
would kick him out of that place: Robin Hood being un-
used to such affronts, assured him that he had men enough
to take his part if he would but blow his horn. Sound it,
and thou darest, said the gentleman, I can draw out a good
sword that shall cut thy throat and thy horn too: these rough
words made Robin Hood so impatient, that he did bend his
bow, which the gentleman observing, said unto him, I am as
ready for that as you, but then one, if not both of us shall be
surely slain, it were far better to try it out with our swords
and bucklers: content, said Robin Hood, we can nowhere
find a more fitting place than under the shaddow of this oak.
They drew out their swords, and to it they went: Robin
Hood gave the young gentleman a cut on the right elbow,
and a little prick on his left shoulder, which the gentleman
returned with advantage, insomuch that both of them taking
respite to breathe a little, Robin Hood demanded of him if he
22
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had never seen nor heard of him before; I know not who you are, said
the gentleman, but my name is Gamwel, I was born in Maxfield,
and for killing of my fathers steward, I am forced hither to seek out
my uncle, known to most men by the name of Robin Hood: why, I
am the man, said Robin Hood, and throwing down his sword and
buckler he made haste to embrace him whom before he had so rashly
wounded. Great was the love and many the reciprocal indearments that
were betwixt them, when in the instant there stepped in Little John to
whom Robin Hood having communicated what had passed, he gave his
kinsman a place next to Little John, Little John being always next to
himself. Not long afterwards he travelled into the north, where a bonny
Scot offering him his service, he refused to entertain him, alledging that
he was never true either to father or kinsman, much less would he prove
true to him. At that time the battel grew hot betwixt the Scots and the
English, and Robin Hood turning to the English, fight on, said he, my
merry men all, our cause is good, we shall not be beaten, and though I
am compassed about, with my sword I will cut my way through the
midst of my enemies.




SHEWING HOW HE CHANGED CLOATHS WITH AN OLD WOMAN TO
ESCAPE FROM THE BISHOP, AND AFTERWARDS HOW HE
ROBBED THE BISHOP OF ALL HIS GOLD, AND MADE HIM SING

MASS, ETC.
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OBIN HOOD being returned with renown
into Nottinghamshire, did walk forth one
morning on foot, to see how affairs stood in
the world: he had not gone far, but he
beheld a bishop riding towards London, and
attended with one hundred followers. He
perceived that the bishop had notice of him,

and being alone, and not knowing how to avoid him, he did

steal into an old woman’s house, and making his com-

plaint unto her, the old woman asked him who he was, to
whom he revealed that he was the famous out-law, com-
monly called by the name of Robin Hood: if thy name
be so, said the old woman I will do the best I can to
provide for thee, for I do well remember it is not long
since I received some courtesies from thee: the best way
that I can advise thee to conceal thyself, is to put on
my cloaths, and I will put on thine; with all my heart,
said Robin Hood: so putting on her gray coat, he gave
her his green one, with his doublet and breeches, and his
bow and those few arrows he had. This was no sooner
done, but the bishop’s men, with their swords drawn
entered into the house, did take the old woman, be-

lieving she had been Robin Hood, and did set her on a

milk-white steed, and following himself on a dapple gray,

being overjoyed at the great purchase he had made. In
the mean time Robin Hood being arrayed in the old

womans cloaths, with a rock and a spindle in his hand,
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did address himself straight away unto his company, and Little John
beholding him coming over the green, cryed out, O! who is she
that yonder is coming towards us, and looketh so like a witch, I will
shoot her dead, and being dead will nail her to the earth with one of my
broad arrows: O hold thy hand, said Robin Hood, I am thy master, and
coming nearer he told them what had befallen at the old womans house,
and to confirm what he said, they beheld the bishop with a gallant train
riding up that way. The bishop espying a hundred brave bowmen
standing under a tree, in the way where he was to pass, demanded of
his prisoner who they were? Marry, replied the old woman, I think it is
Robin Hood with his company: why who art thou then? said the
bishop: why I am an old woman, said his prisoner, thou proud blind
bishop, and if thou wilt not believe me, lift up my leg and see. Then
woe is me, said the bishop. He had scarce bemoaned himself, but Robin
Hood called to him, and bid him stay, and taking hold of his horse, he
tied the bishop fast to the tree, and seizing on his sumpter-horse, he
took out of his portmantle five hundred pound: which being done, Robin
Hood smiling on Little John, and all his company laughing at one
another, Robin Hood bid Little John give him his horse and let him go:
by no means said the company, for he shall sing us a mass before we let
him loose : which being done to the bishops great grief and shame, they
set him on his horse again, with his face towards the tail, and bidding
him to pray for Robin Hood, they suffered him to go forward on his
journey.




@RENOWNED ROBIN HOOD @5

OR, HIS FAMOUS ARCHERY BEFORE QUEEN KATHERINE, FOR WHICH
AT THAT TIME HIS PARDON, AND HIS FELLOWS, WAS OBTAINED
BY THE QUEEN.

OBIN HOOD having on all hands supplyed
himself with good store of gold, he sent
thereof a considerable present to Queen
Katherine, with a petition to mediate to
his majesty for a pardon for himself and  {
his associates. The queen accepted ot
both, and sent one of her pages, Richard
Patrington by name, to advise him to come to accomplish his

request; great was the hast that Patrington made, being well

mounted, he despatched within the compass of two days and less,

so long a journey. Being come to Nottingham he found that

friendship, that on the next morning he was brought to Robin

Hood’s place; where acquainting him with his message from the

queen, he assured her by him, that he would not fail to wait upon

her majesty, and withal sent a small present of his duty and

observance. Immediately he cloathed the chiefest of his men in

Lincoln green, with black hats and white feathers, all alike, and

himself in scarlet, and thus attended he came to London to the queen,

who said unto him, welcome Locksly, the king is now gone into

Finsbury Field, to be present at a great game of shooting with

the long-bow, and you come very seasonably unto it, do you go before, I

will presently be there myself: when Robin Hood was come into

Finsbury-fields, the king spake unto Tephus his bow-bearer, and bad

him to measure out the line, to know how long the mark should be: and

the queen not long afterwards being sat next unto him, the king asked
of her, for what wager they should shoot? the queen made answer, the
wager is three hundred tun of Rhenish wine, and three hundred tun of
beer, and three hundred of the fattest bucks that run on Dallum-Plains.
Beshrew me, said the king, it is a princely wager indeed ; well, mark out
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the ground; this immediately was done, and it was in length full fifteen-
score ; Clifton a famous archer about the town, boasted that he would
hit the clout every time. And now the kings archers had shot three
goles, and were three for none; but the queen nothing discouraged, de-
sired to know if any would be on her side, and Sir Richard Lee, who was
descended of the noble family of the Gowers, standing close unto her, she
encouraged him to lay one wager; but he being unwilling to make so
desperate adventure, she spake to the Bishop of Hereford, who told her
bluntly, that he would not bet one penny on her side. For said he, those
that shoot on the kings side are excellent and experienced archers, and
those that you have made choice of, we know not what they are, nor
from whence they come ; I durst wager said the bishop, all that I have
about me against them. What is that ? said Robin Hood. Fifteen score
nobles, said the bishop, and that is almost one hundred pounds: ’'Tis
right, said Robin Hood, I will lay with you, and taking his bag of money
from his side, he threw it down upon the green: William Scarlock
being present, said, I will venture my life that I know before-hand who
shall win this wager.

Now the archers did begin to shoot again, and now those whom the
queen made choice of were equal with those of the kings side, they were
both three and three. Whereupon the king spake aloud to the queen
and said, the next three must pay for all. Robin Hood in the first place
shot, and with such dexterity of art, that his arrow entered into the clout,
and almost touched the black: he on the kings side that did second him,
did shoot well, and came very near unto the clout: then shot Little John,
and hit the black, at which the ladies laught aloud, being now almost
sure that the game would go on their side, which Midge the millers son
confirmed; for I know not at that time whether I may most commend,
his art or his fortune, but so it was that he cleft the very pin in the
middle of the black, and that with such a twang of his bow, that it
seemed that that did proclaim the victory before the arrow came unto the
mark.

The queen having thus wan the wager, she fell down on her knees
before the king, and besought his majesty that he would not be angry
with any there present who were on her side; this the king (the day
being designed to mirth) did condescend unto, although he did not well
understand what she did mean by that petition. This being granted, the
queen said aloud, then welcome Robin Hood, and welcome Little John,
welcome Midge the millers son, and welcome every one of Robin Hood’s
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company that is now on the field. Is this Robin Hood ? said the king, I
thought he had been slain at the pallace-gate in the North. The Bishop
of Hereford turning to the king, said unto him, may it pleasure your
majesty, this bold outlaw Robin Hood, on Saturday was three weeks,
took from me five hundred pound in gold, and bound me fast to a tree,
and afterwards made me sing a mass, and to those of his most unruly
company that were with him. What if I did, said Robin Hood, I was
full glad of it, for I had not heard mass before in many a year ; and for
recompence of it, behold sir bishop here is half your gold. No, no, said
Little John, that must not be, for master before we go, we are to give
gifts to the king and queens officers, and the bishops gold will serve for
all.
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THE FAMOUS BATTEL BETWIXT ROBIN HOOD AND THE CURTAL
FRYER, AND HOW THE FRYER LET ROBIN HOOD FALL INTO THE
WATER.

> > |
'“".: D OBIN HOOD, being now grown most famous for 2
3 )\ his skill in archery, and being high in the favour

of queen Katherine, did return with much honour
into Nottinghamshire, whither being come, he in-
stituted a day of mirth for himself and all his
companions; and wagers were laid amongst them,
who should exceed at this exercise, and who at
that; some did contend who should jump farthest,
some who should throw the bar, some who should be swiftest a-foot
in a race five miles in length, others there were with which Little
John was most delighted, who did strive which of them should
draw the strongest bow, and be the best marksman : Let me see,
said Little John, which of you can kill a buck, and who can kill a
doe, and who is he can kill a hart, being distance from it by the
space of five hundred foot. With that Robin Hood going before
them, they went directly to the forrest, where they found good store
of game feeding before them. William Scarlock that drew the
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strongest bow of them all, did kill a buck, and Little John made choice
of a barren fat doe, and the well directed arrow did enter into the very
heart of it: and Midge the millers son did kill a hart above five hundred
foot distant from him. The hart falling, Robin Hood stroke him gently
on his shoulder, and said unto him, God’s blessing on thy heart, I will
ride five hundred miles to find a match for thee. William Scarlock
hearing him speak those words smiled, and said unto him, Master, what
needs that? here is Curtal Fryer not far off, that for a hundred pound
will shoot at what distance yourself will propound, either with Midge, or
with yourself. An experienced man he is, and will draw a bow with
great strength, he will shoot with yourself and with all the men you
have, one after another. Sayest thou so, Scarlock, replyed Robin Hood,
by the grace of God, I will neither eat nor drink till I see this Fryer thou
dost speak of. And having prepared himself for his journey, he took
Little John and fifty of his best archers with him, whom he bestowed in
a convenient place, as he himself thought fitting. This being done, he
ran down into the dale, where he found the Curtal Fryer walking by the
water side. He no sooner espyed him, but presently he took unto him
his broad sword and buckler, and put on his head a steel bonnet. The
Fryer not knowing who he was, or for what intent he came, did presently
arm himself to encounter with him. Robin Hood, coming neer unto him,
alighted from his horse, which he tyed to a thorn that grew hard by, and
looking wistly on the Fryer, said unto him, carry me over the water thou
Curtal Fryer, or else thy life lyes at the stake. The Frier made no more
ado, but took up Robin Hood, and carried him on his back (the story
saith) deep water he did stride, he spake not so much as one word to
him, but having carried him over, he gently laid him down on the side of
the bank: which being done the Fryer said to Robin Hood. It is now
my turn: therefore carry me over the water thou bold fellow, or be sure I
shall make thee to repent it. Robin Hood to requite the courtesie, took
the Fryer on his back, and not speaking the least word to him, carried
him over the water and laid him gently down on the side of the bank;
and turning to him, he spake thus unto him as at first, and bade him
carry him over the water once more, or he should answer it, with the
forfeit of his life. The Fryer in a smiling murmur took him up, and
spake not a word till he came in the midst of the stream, where being
up to the middle and higher, he did shake him from off his shoulders,
and said unto him, Now chuse thee, bold fellow, whether thou wilt sink
or swim. Robin Hood being soundly washed, gat up on his feet, and

32



el

: -/n‘ QA ...
R
\ @{’ f "\“ W=
\ \\t\"? > \\l \\.\\ )| 2 5 )
' 3 Ly, \ t‘/ﬂ@/ﬂ .\\\;3»'./ i
= > LI:’:‘IK\‘\.\\\\‘( .//\;. b\‘.\‘ ¥

;I/,Jj[,"h

’ W
s AR~ 2
i ‘-.
oy o, 2
\. ’
Ny .
oy A0 W
wi Y 4 %
m/ | == *
’
D P &
\.//I,” i P
., o0t 5 2
/Y,
.
R SIS
=%
- &
g s

W'
’ s '.?
< NG )
\ N S
2 B ww‘
o . 1
. A% W
RO B v
I} - - t
o
¥
bt TAW AN VIV IR
f

A
[TRIKEY

z .“'\,,."L 7
M r/,;;.v.m‘.\\,\\‘ R

—
—

)




p)

;J REASTT:
it

s

A

¥
¥
L8




prostrating himself on the water, did swim to a bush of broom on the
other side of the bank; the Fryer swimmed to a willow tree, which was
not far from it; Robin Hood taking his bow in his hand, and one of his
best arrows, did shoot at the Fryer, which the Fryer received in his
buckler of steel, and said unto him, shoot on, shoot on, thou bould fellow,
if thou shootest at me a whole summer’s day I will stand thy mark still.
That will I try, said Robin Hood, and shot arrow after arrow at him, until
he had not one arrow left in his quiver. He then laid down his bow, and
drew out his sword, which but two days before had been the death of
three men. Now hand to hand they meet with sword and buckler; the
steel buckler defends whatsoever blow is given: scmetimes they make
at the head, sometimes at the foot, sometimes at the side, sometimes
they strike directly down, sometimes they falsifie their blows, and come
in foot and arm with a full thrust at the body ; and being ashamed that
so long they exercised their unprofitable valour, and cannot hurt one
another, they multiply their blows, they hack, they hewe, they slash, they
fome. At last Robin Hood desired the Fryer to hold his hand, and to
give him leave to blow his horn: Thou wantest breath to sound it, said
the Fryer, take thee a little respite, for we have been five hours at it by
Fountain Abby clock. Robin Hood took his horn from his side, and
having sounded it three times, behold where fifty lusty men, with their
bended bows, came to his assistance. The Fryer wondring at it:
Whose men, said he, be these? They are mine, said Robin Hood, what
is that to thee? False loon, said the Fryer, and making a little pause
he desired Robin Hood to return him the same courtesie which he gave
him. What is that? said Robin Hood; thou soundest thy horn, said
the Fryer, three times, let me now but whistle three times. I, with all
my heart, said Robin Hood, I were to blame if I should deny thee that
courtesie. With that the Fryer set his fist to his mouth, and whistled
three times so shrilly, that the place echoed again with it, and behold
three and fifty fair ban-dogs (their hairs rising on their back, betokening
their rage) were almost on the backs of Robin Hood and his companions.
Here is for every one of thy men a dog, said the Fryer, and two for thee:
That is foul play, said Robin Hood. He had scarce spoken that word,
but two dogs came upon him at once, one before, another behind him,
who although they could not touch his flesh (his sword had made so
swift a despatch of them), yet they tore his coat in two pieces. By this
time his men had so laid about them, that the dogs began to flye back,
and their fury to languish into barking. Little John did so bestir
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himself, that the Curtal Fryer admiring at his courage and his nimble-
ness, did ask him who he was: He made him answer, I will tell the truth
and not lye; I am he who is called Little John, and do belong to Robin
Hood, who hath fought with thee this day, five hours together, and if
thou wilt not submit unto him this arrow shall make thee. The Fryer
perceiving how much he was over-powered, and that it was impossible for
him to deal with so many at once, did come to composition with Robin
Hood: The articles of agreement were these; That the Fryer should
abandon Fountain Dale, and Fountain Abby, and live with Robin Hood
at his place not far from Nottingham, where for saying of mass, he should
receive a noble for every Sunday throughout the year, and for saying of
mass on every Holyday, a new change of garment. The Fryer contented
with these conditions, did seal to the agreement. And thus by the
courage of Robin Hood and his yeomen he was inforced at the last to
submit, having for seven long years kept Fountain Dale, not all the
power thereabouts being able to bring him on his knees.




OR, ROBIN HOOD'S PREFERMENT. SHEWING HOW HE DID WIN A

PRIZE AT SEA, AND HOW HE GAVE ONE HALF OF IT TO HIS DAME,
AND THE OTHER TO CHARITABLE USES.
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E=—J|HE countreys and the cities being full of the
exploits of Robin Hood and his companions, he
resolved with himself to make some adventure
at sea, and to try if he could be as famous at
sea, as he was at land. Having therefore
called all his yeomen together, he did com-
municate unto them what was his resolution, but
none of them would consent unto it, nor any of
them would so much as go along with him in such an ex-
pedition. Little John in whom he much trusted, and who
was partaker with him in all his counsels, and in all his
dangers, was absolutely against it, and told him it was a madness
in him to harbour any thought of such an adventure: Wherefore
Robin Hood did go alone by himself to Scarborough, where being
clad in a seamans habit, he came to a womans house by the
waterside, and desired entertainment. The good woman seeing
him a tall likely fellow, did ask him what his name was, he made
answer, Simon over the Lee. It is a good name, said she, and I
hope thou wilt make a good servant. If thou wilt be my man, I
will give thee any wages that in reason thou wilt demand. I have
a ship of my own, and as good as any that sails upon the sea,
neither thou nor it shall want for any accommodation. Robin
Hood being content to serve, took covenant-money of her, and
on the next morning, the wind serving fair, the ship put forth
to sea, where Robin Hood had not been long, but he fell very
sick, the sea and he could not agree, which made him in many
loud ejaculations to vomit forth the chollar against it. Besides, he was
so extremely unserviceable, that the master of the ship repented a
thousand times that he ever took him along with him, and every one
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would call him the tall unwieldy lubber. When others as they were a
fishing would cast into the sea their baited hooks, he would throw in
nothing but his bare line, without any hook or bait at all, which amongst
other things made him so ridiculous, that a thousand times he wished
himself again either in Sherwood forrest or in Plumpton park. At the
last the master of the ship espyed a Spanish man of war to make up to
him, wherefore he made away from her with all the speed he could, but
being impossible to out-sail her, they yielded themselves lost, and all the
goods in the ship. Robin Hood who called himself Simon over the Lee,
seeing all men in despair, took courage to himself, and bad his master
but give him his bow and his arrows, and he would deal well enough
with them all. Thou deal with them, said the master, I think we all fare
the worse in the ship, for such a lubber as thou art. Robin grew angry
at these words, nevertheless taking his bow and arrows in his hand, he
went up to the deck, and drawing his arrow up to the very head, killed
one Spaniard, and by and by another, and another. The master of the
ship seeing the Spaniards to drop so fast, encouraged his men, and
boarded the ship, where Robin Hood, alias Simon, behaved himself so
manfully, that by his particular valour they possessed themselves of
the ship, in which they found twelve thousand pound; half of which
money Robin Hood allotted to his dame and her children, and the other
half to his companions in the ship. No, said the master, it must not be
so, Simon, for you have won it with your own hands, and you shall be
master of it; Why then, said Robin Hood, it shall be as I have said.
Half of it shall go to my dame and her children, and (since you refuse
my bounty) the other half shall be for the building of an alm-house
for the maintenance of the poor.




#w#||OBIN HOOD returning to Sherwood forrest, did
4| commit in Yorkshire a very strange exploit; I
cannot well tell whether he was overseen with
wine or rage, but certainly it was one of the
worst things that ever he did. It was brought
to the kings ear, who protested that such a fact
M should not escape unpunished : and because the sherriffs had
heretofore complained that they could not take him, he was resolved to
ride in pursuit of him himself. Being therefore come with a royal retinue
unto Nottingham, all the county was laid for him; which Robin Hood
understanding, he by the advice of Little John, did privately convey
himself from Sherwood forrest into Yorkshire : there were none with him
but Little John, his cozen Gamwel, William Scarlock, and two or three
more. The king being informed that he was escaped into Yorkshire, did
follow him with all the speed that could be, and hue and crys were every
where issued out to apprehend him. Which Robin Hood knowing, he
fled out of Yorkshire to Newcastle; and from thence to Berwick: he
had not continued there long, but tydings were brought that the king
was gone in the pursuit of him, he was therefore constrained to go to
Carlisle, where Little John being known, his stay was very short, and
away he posted unto Lancaster, and from thence to Chester, where being
in great danger to be betrayed, he conceived with himself that the only
way for his safety was to ride to London; where having procured
admittance to the queen he told her that he understood that the king
was in several places to speak with him, which caused him to come
thither, to know what his majesty would have with him. The queen
told him, she would do the best she could for him; and that the king
going away told her, that he was taking a journey on purpose to seek
him out. Having thus dispatched his business at court, the king within
a few days afterwards came to it, where finding by the queen that Robin
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Hood understanding his majesty would speak with him, had been there
to speak with him. He is a cunning knave, said the king. The queen
falling down on her knees, besought him that (for his welcome to court)
he would for once give her the life of that poor Outlaw; which being
condescended to, Robin Hood dismissed all his idle companions, and
betaking himself to a civil course of life, he did keep a gallant house,
and had over all the country, the love of the rich, and the prayers of the

poor.




FRYER BACON
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= HEFAMOUS HISTORIE
¢ 12 S FRYER BACON

OF THE PARENTS AND BIRTH OF FRYER BACON, AND
HOW HE ADDICTED HIMSELFE TO LEARNING.

IN most men’s opinions he was borne in the west part of Eng-
land and was sonne to a wealthy farmer, who put him to
schoole to the parson of the towne where hee was borne: not
with intent that he should turne fryer (as he did,) but to get
so much understanding, that he might manage the better that
wealth hee was to leave him. But young Bacon tooke his
learning so fast, that the priest could not teach him any more,
which made him desire his master that he would speak to his
father to put him to Oxford, that he might not lose that little
learning that hee had gained: his master was very willing so to
doe: and one day meeting his father, told him, that he had
received a great blessing of God, in that he had given him so
wise and hopefull a child, as his sonne Roger Bacon was (for so
was he named) and wished him withall to doe his duty, and
to bring up so his child, that hee might show his thankfulnesse
to God, which could not better be done then in making of him a
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scholler ; for he found by his sodaine talking of his learning, that hee was
a childe likely to prove a very great clerke: hereat old Bacon was not
well pleased (for he desired to bring him up to plough and to the cart, as
hee himselfe was brought) yet he for reverence sake to the priest, shewed
not his anger, but kindly thanked him for his paines and counsell, yet
desired him not to speake any more concerning that matter; for hee
knew best what best pleased himselfe, and that he would doe: so broke
they off their talke, and parted.

So soone as the old man came home, he called to his sonne for his
bookes, which when he had, he lock’d them up, and gave the boy a cart
whip in the place of them, saying to him : Boy, I will have you no priest,
you shall not be better learned than I, you can tell now by the almanack
when it is best sowing wheat, when barly, pease and beane: and when
the best libbing is, when to sell graine and cattell I will teach thee; for I
have all faires and markets as perfit in my memory, as Sir John our
priest has masse without booke: take mee this whip, I will teach thee
the use of it, it will be more profitable to thee then this harsh Latin:
make no reply, but follow my counsell, or else by the masse thou shalt
feele the smart hand of my anger. Young Bacon thought this but hard
dealing, yet would he not reply, but within sixe or eight dayes he gave
his father the slip, and went to a cloyster some twenty miles off, where
he was entertained, and so continued his learning, and in small time
came to be so famous, that he was sent for to the University of Oxford,
where he long time studied, and grew so excellent in the secrets of art
and nature, that not England onely, but all Christendome admired him.




HOW THE KING SENT FOR FRYER BACON, AND OF THE WONDERFUL
THINGS HE SHEWED THE KING AND QUEENE.

HE king being in Oxfordshire, at a Noblemans
house, was very desirous to see this famous
fryer, for he had heard many times of his
wondrous things that he had done by his art:
therefore hee sent one for him to desire him to
come to the court. Fryer Bacon kindly thanked
the king by the messenger, and said, that he
was at the kings service, and would suddenly
attend him : but sir, saith, he (to the gentleman)

I pray make you haste, or else I shall be two houres before you at the

court. For all your learning (answered the gentleman) I can hardly

beleeve this, for schollers, old-men and travellers, may lye by authority.

To strengthen your beliefe (said Fryer Bacon) I could presently shew

you the last wench that you lay withall, but I will not at this time.

One is as true as the other (said the gentleman) and I would laugh to

see either. You shall see them both within these foure houres, quoth

the fryer, and therefore make what haste you can. I will prevent that
by my speed (said the gentleman) and with that rid his way: but he
rode out of his way, as it should seem ; for he had but five miles to ride,
and yet was he better than three houres a riding them: so that Fryer

Bacon by his art was with the king before he came.

The king kindly welcommed him, and said that hee long time had
desired to see him ; for he had as yet not heard of his life. Fryer Bacon
answered him that fame had belide him, and given him that report that
his poore studies had never deserved, for hee beleeved that art had many
sonnes more excellent then himselfe was. The king commended him
for his modesty, and told him, that nothing could become a wise man
lesse than boasting: but yet withall he requested him now to be no
niggard of his knowledge, but to shew his queene and him some of his
skill. I were worthy of neither art or knowledge (quod Fryer Bacon),
should I deny your maiestie this small request: I pray seat yourselves,
and you shall see presently what my poore skill can performe: the king,
queene, and nobles sate them all down. They having so done, the fryer
waved his wand, and presently was heard such excellent musicke that
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they were all amazed, for they all said they had never heard the like.
This is, said the fryer, to delight the sense of hearing, I will delight all
your other sences ere you depart hence: so waving his wand againe,
there was lowder musicke heard, and presently five dancers entred, the
first like a court-laundress, the second like a footman, the third like an
usurer, the fourth like a prodigall, the fift like a foole: these did divers
excellent changes, so that they gave content to all the beholders, and
having done their dance, they all vanished away in their order as they
came in. Thus feasted he two of their sences; then waved he his wand
againe, and there was another kind of musicke heard, and whilst it was
playing, there was sodainly before them a table richly covered with all
sorts of delicates: then desired he the king and queene to taste of some
certaine rare fruits that were on the table, which they and the nobles
there present did, and were very highly pleased with the taste; they
being satisfied, all vanished away on the sodaine. Then waved he his
wand againe, and sodainly there was such a smell, as if all the rich
perfumes in the whole world had bin there prepared in the best manner
that art could set them out: whilst hee feasted thus their smelling, he
waved his wand againe, and their came divers nations in sundry habits
(as Russians, Polanders, Indians, Armenians) all bringing sundry kinds
of furres, such as their countries yeelded: all which they presented to
the king and queene: these furres were so soft in the touch, that they
highly pleased all those that handled them, then after some odde
fantasticke dances (after their countrey manner) they vanished away:
then asked Fryer Bacon the king’s majesty, if that hee desired any more
of his skill? the king answered that hee was fully satisfied for that time,
and that hee onely now thought of something that hee might bestow
on him, and might partly satisfie the kindnesse that hee had received.
Fryer Bacon said, that hee desired nothing so much as his maiesties
love, and if that he might be assured of that, hee would thinke himselfe
happy in it: for that (said the king) be thou ever sure of it, in token of
which receive this jewell, and withall gave him a costly jewell from his
necke. The fryer did with great reverence thanke his maiestie, and
said : as your maiesties vassall you shall ever finde me ready to do you
service, your time of neede shall finde it both beneficiall and delightfull.
But amongst all these gentlemen, I see not the man that your grace did
send for me by, sure he has lost his way, or else met with some sport
that detaines him so long. I promised to be here before him, and all
this noble assembly can witnesse I am as good as my word : I heare him
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comming : with that entered the gentleman all bedurted (for he had rid
through ditches, quagmires, plashes, and waters, that hee was in a most
pittifull case) he seeing the fryer there looked full angerly, and bid a poxe
on all his devils, for they had led him out of his way, and almost drowned
him. Be not angry sir (said Fryer Bacon) here is an old friend of yours
that hath more cause: for she hath tarried these three hours for you
(with that he pulled up the hangings, and behinde them stood a kitchen-
mayde with a basting-ladle in her hand) now am I as good as my word
with you: for I promised to helpe you to your sweetheart, how do you
like this? So ill, answered the gentleman, that I will be revenged of
you. Threaten not (said Fryer Bacon) least I do you more shame, and
doe you take heed how you give schollers the lye againe: but because I
know not how well you are stored with money at this time, I will bear
your wenches charges home: with that she vanished away: the king,
queene, and all the company, laughed to see with what shame this
gentleman indured the sight of his greasie sweetheart: but the gentle-
man went away discontented. This done Fryer Bacon tooke his leave
of the King and Queene, and received from them divers gifts (as well as
thankes) for his art he shewed them.




HOW FRYER BACON DECEIVED HIS MAN, THAT WOULD FAST FOR HIS
CONSCIENCE SAKE.

RYER BACON had one onely man to attend on him
and he too was none of the wisest, for he kept him in
charity, more then for any service he had of him.
This man of his (named Miles) never could indure
to fast as other religious persons did, for alwayes
hee had in one corner, or another, flesh which hee
would eate when his maister eat bread only, or else
did fast and abstaine from all things. Fryer Bacon

seeing this, thought at one time or other to be even with him, which he

did one Fryday in this manner, Miles on the Thursday night had provided

a great blacke-pudding for his Frydayes fast: this pudding put he in his

pocket (thinking belike to heate it so, for his maister had no fire on those

dayes) on the next day, who was so demure as Miles, hee looked as
though hee would not have eat anything: when his maister offerd him
some bread, hee refused it, saying his sinnes deserved a greater penance
then one dayes fast in a whole weeke : his maister commend him for iE
and bid him take heed that he did not dissemble : for if he did, it would
at last be knowne ; then were I worse then a Turke said Miles : so went
he forth as if he would have gone to pray privately, but it was for nothing
but to prey upon his blacke pudding; that pulled he out, (for it was halfe
roasted with the heate) and fell to it lustily; but he was deceived, for
having put one end in his mouth, he could neither get it out againe, nor
bite it off, so that hee stamped out for helpe: his maister hearing him,
came ; and finding him in that manner, tooke hold of the other end of the
pudding, and led him to the hall, and shewed him to all the schollers,
saying: see here my good friends and fellow students what a devout
man my servant Miles is, he loveth not to break a fast day, witnesse this
pudding, that his conscience will not let him swallow : I will have him to
be an example for you all, then tyed hee him to a window by the end of

the pudding where poore Miles stood like a beare tyed by the nose to a

stake, and indured many floutes and mockes: at night his maister re-

leased him from his penace ; Miles was glad of it, and did vow never to
breake more fast dayes whilst that he lived.
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HOW FRYER BACON SAVED A GENTLEMAN THAT HAD GIVEN

HIMSELFE TO THE DEVILL.

A el

N Oxfordshire there lived a gentleman, that had
through his riotous expences wasted a faire in-
heritance that was left him by his father: after
which hee grew so poore, that he had not wherwith
to buy himselfe so much bread as would mainteine his
miserable life: the memory of his former state that
hee had lived in, and the present want that he now
sustained, made him to grow desperate and regard-
lesse both of his soule and bodies estate : which gave the
devill occasion to worke upon his weaknesse in this maner
following.

On a time, hee being alone fulle of griefe and care, (griefe
for his folies past, and care how to get a poore living for the
remainder of his dayes) the Devill came to him and asked him
what hee wanted (hee came not in a shape terrible, but like
an old penny-father) This gentleman was amazed at his
sodaine presence, but hearing him demand of his wants, hee
tooke to him courage and said: I want all things, I want
money to buy my apparell, money to buy mee meat, money to
redeeme my land and money to pay my debts: can or will you
helpe mee in this misery? I will answered the Devill, on some
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conditions helpe you to money for to supply all these wants and that
sodainly. On any condition, said the Gentleman, helpe mee, and 1
sweare for to performe them: I take no oathes (answered the Devill)
I must have bonds, if you will doe so, meet mee by the woods side
to morrow morning, and there I will have the moneys ready: I
will said the gentleman (for hee poore man was glad of it on any
conditions, as he said before.) The next day hee went to the wood
where the Devill had promised to meet him: long had he not been
there, but he beheld the Devill comming, and after him two other
like servingmen with bagges of money : this reioyced the poore
gentlemans heart to thinke that hee should once again live like a
man. The Devill comming to him said: sonne I will performe my
promise unto you if that you will seale to the conditions that I have here
already drawne: willingly said the gentleman, I will, I pray read them.
The Devill read them to this effect: that he lent him so much money as
he should have need of, to be imployed to these uses following: First, to
redeeme his mortgaged land: next to pay his debts: lastly, to buy him
such necessaries as hee wanted : this to be lent on this condition, that so
soone as he had paid all debts, that he should be at the lenders dis-
posing, and his without any delay, freely to yeeld himselfe to him upon
the first demand of the aforesaid lender. To this the gentleman sealed,
and had the money carried to his chamber, with which money hee in
short time redeemed his land, and bought such things as he needed, and
likewise payed all his debts, so that there was not any man that could
aske him one penny.

Thus lived this gentleman once againe in great credit, and grew so
great a husband that he increased his estate, and was richer than ever
his father before him was: but long did this joy of his not continue, for
one day hee being in his studie the Devil appeared unto him, and did tell
him that now his land was redeemed, and his debts paid, and therefore
the time was come that hee must yeeld himselfe to his mercy, as hee
was bound by bond. This troubled the gentleman to heare, but more to
thinke how that he must become a slave to a stranger that hee did not
know (for he knew not as yet that he was the Devill) but being urged to
answer for himself (by the devill) hee said that hee had not as yet paid
all his debts, and therefore as yet hee was not liable to the bonds strait
conditions. At this the Devill seemed angry and with a fearfull noyse
transfformed himselfe to an ugly shape, saying, alas poore wretch, these
are poore excuses that thou framest, I know them all to be false, and so
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will prove them to thy face to morrow morning, till when I leave thee to
despaire: So with great noyse he went his way, leaving the gentleman
halfe dead with feare.

When he was gone, the gentleman reviving bethought himselfe in
what a miserable state he was now in, then wished he that he had lived
and died poorely, then cursed he all his ambitious thoughts, that led him
first to desire againe that wealth which he had so vainly by his riot lost:
then would hee curse his prodigall expences that were the orignall of all
his misery : thus was he tormented a long time in his minde, at last he
fully resolved to end his wretched life by some violent death, and to that
end he went forth thinking to kill himselfe, which he had done, had it
not beene for the Fryer: for as he was falling upon his sword, Fryer
Bacon came by and called to him to hold, which he did. Fryer Bacon
demanded of him the cause why he was so desperate that he would run
headlong to hell? O sir, said he, the cause is great, and the relation is so
terrible to me, that I would intreat you not to trouble me any more, but
to leave me to my owne will: his answer filled the Fryer with amaze-
ment and pitty both at once, which made him to urge him in this
manner. Sir, should I leave you to this wilfull damnation, I were unfit
ever hereafter to weare or touch any robe that belongeth unto the holy
order, whereof I am a brother: you know (I doubt not) that there is
given power to the church to absolve penitent sinners, let not your
wilfulnesse take away from you that benefit which you may receive by
it : freely confesse your selfe (I pray you) unto me, and doubt not but I
shall give your troubled conscience ease: Father (said this Gentleman)
I know all that you have spoken is truth, and I have many times received
comfort from the mother church, (I dare not say our, for I feare that shee
will never receive me for a childe) I have no part in her benediction, yet
since you request so earnestly the cause, I will tell you, heare it and
tremble. Know then that I have given my selfe to the Devill for a little
wealth, and he to morrow in this wood must have me? now have you my
griefe, but I know not how to get comfort. This is strange (quoth
Fryer Bacon,) yet be of good comfort, penitentiall teares may doe much,
which see you doe not spare; soone I will visit you at your house, and
give you that comfort (I hope) that will beget you againe to goodnesse ;
the Gentleman with these words was somewhat conforted and returned
home. At night Fryer Bacon came to him, and found him full of teares
for his haynous offences, for these teares he gave him hope of pardon,
demanded further what conditions hee had made with the Devill; the
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gentleman told him, how that he had promised himselfe to him so soone
as he had paid all his debts: which he now had done, for he owed not
one peny to any man living. Well said Fryer Bacon, continue thy
sorrow for thy sinnes, and to morrow meete him without feare, and be
thou content to stand to the next mans iudgement that shall come that
way, whether thou doest belong to the Devill or no: feare not, but do so,
and be thou assured that I will be he that shall come by, and will give
such iudgement on thy side, that thou shalt be free from him : with that
Fryer Bacon went home, and the gentleman went to his prayers.

In the morning the gentleman (after that hee had blessed himselfe)
went to the wood where he found the Devill ready for him, so soone as
he came neere, the Devill said, now deceiver are you come, now shall
thou see that I can and will prove that thou hast paid all thy debts, and
therefore thy soule belongeth to me. Thou art a deceiver (said the
gentleman) and gavest me money to cheat me of my soule, for else why
wilt thou be thy own judge: let me have some other to iudge between
us. Content said the Devill, take whom thou wilt : then I will have (said
the gentleman) the next man that commeth this way: hereto the Devill
agreed. No sooner were these words ended, but Fryer Bacon came by,
to whom this gentleman speake, and requested, that he would be iudge
in a waighty matter betweene them two : the Fryer said, he was content,
so both parties were agreed: the Devill said they were, and told Fryer
Bacon how the case stood between them in this manner.

Know Fryer, that I seeing this prodigall like to starve for want of
food, lent him money, not onely to buy him victuals, but also to redeeme
his lands and pay his debts, conditionarily that so soone as his debts
were paid, that hee should give himselfe freely to mee, to this, here
is his hand (shewing him the bond) now my time is expired, for all his
debts are paid, which hee cannot denie. This case is plaine, if it be so
that his debts are paid; his silence confirmes it said the Divell, therefore
give him a iust sentence. I will said Fryer Bacon; but first tell me
(speaking to the gentleman) didst thou never yet give the Devill any of
his mony backe, nor requite him any wayes; never had hee any thing
of me as yet (answered the gentleman): then never let him have any
thing of thee and thou art free; deceiver of mankind, said he (speaking
to the Devill) it was thy bargaine, never to meddle with him so long as
hee was indebted to any, now how canst thou demand of him any thing,
when he is indebted for all that hee hath to thee, when hee payeth thee
thy money, then take him as thy due; till then thou hast nothing to doe

54



with him : and so I charge thee to be gone. At this, the Devill vanished
with great horror, but Fryer Bacon comforted the gentleman, and sent
him home with a quiet conscience bidding him never to pay the Devils
money backe as he tendred his owne safety; which he promised for to
observe.

HOW FRYER BACON MADE A BRASEN HEAD TO SPEAKE, BY THE
WHICH HEE WOULD HAVE WALLED ENGLAND ABOUT WITH
BRASSE.
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NN RYER BACON reading one day of the many
conquests of England, bethought himselfe
how he might keepe it hereafter from the
like conquests, and so make himselfe famous
hereafter to all posterities. This (after great
study) hee found could be no way so well
done as one; which was to make a head
of brasse, and if he could make this head to
speake (and heare it when it speakes) then
might hee be able to wall all England about with brasse. To
this purpose hee got one Fryer Bungey to assist him, who was
a great scholler and a magician, (but not to be compared to
Fryer Bacon) these two with great study and paines so
framed a head of brasse, that in the inward parts thereof
there was all things like as in a naturall mans head: this
being done, they were as farre from perfection of the worke
as they were before, for they knew not how to give those parts
that they had made motion, without which it was impossible
that it should speake: many bookes they read, but yet could
not find out any hope of what they sought, that at the last
they concluded to raise a spirit, and to know of him that
which they could not attaine to by their owne studies. To
do this they prepared all things ready and went one even-
ing to a wood thereby, and after many ceremonies used,
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they spake the words of coniuration, which the Devill straight obeyed
and appeared unto them, asking what they would? Know, said
Fryer Bacon that wee have made an artificiall head of brasse, which
we would have to speake, to the furtherance of which wee have raised
thee, and being raised, we will here keepe thee, unlesse thou tell
to us the way and manner how to make this head to speake. The
Devill told him that he had not that power of himselfe : beginner of lyes
(said Fryer Bacon) I know that thou dost dissemble, and therefore tell
it us quickly or else wee will here bind thee to remaine during our
pleasures. At these threatnings the Devill consented to doe it, and
told them, that with a continuel fume of the six hotest simples it should
have motion, and in one month space speak, the Time of the moneth or
day hee knew not: also hee told them, that if they heard it not before it
had done speaking, all their labour should be lost: they being satisfied,
licensed the spirit for to depart.

Then went these two learned fryers home againe, and prepared the
simples ready, and made the fume, and with continuall watching attended
when this Brasen head would speake: thus watched they for three
weekes without any rest, so that they were so weary and sleepy, that
they could not any longer refraine from rest : then called F ryer Bacon his
man Miles, and told him, that it was not unknown to him what paines
Fryer Bungy and himselfe had taken for three weekes space, onely to
make, and to heare the Brasen-head speake, which if they did not, then
had they lost all their labour, and all England had a great losse thereby :
therefore hee intreated Miles that he would watch whilst that they slept,
and call them if the head speake. Feare not, good master (said Miles)
I will not sleepe, but harken and attend upon the head, and if it doe
chance to speake, I will call you: therefore I pray take you both your
rests and let mee alone for watching this head. After Fryer Bacon had
given him a great charge the second time: Fryer Bungy and he went
to sleepe, and Miles, alone to watch the brasen head: Miles, to keepe
him from sleeping, got a tabor and pipe, and being merry disposed,
sung this song to a Northren tune:

OF CAM’ST THOU NOT FROM NEW-CASTLE.

To couple is a custome,
all things thereto agree:
Why should not I then love?
since love to all is free.
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But Ile have one that's pretty
her cheekes of scarlet die,

For to breed my delight,
when that I ligge her by.

Though vertue be a dowry,
yet Ile chuse money store:

If my love prove untrue,
with that I can get more.

The faire is oft unconstant,
the blacke is often proud.

Ile chuse a lovely browne,
come fidler scrape thy crowd.

Come fidler scrape thy crowd,
for Peggy the browne is she

Must be my Bride, God guide
that Peggy and I agree.

With his owne musicke and such songs as these spent he his time,
and kept from sleeping at last. After some noyse the head spake these
two words, TIME 1s. Miles hearing it to speake no more, thought his
master would be angry if hee waked him for that, and therefore he let
them both sleepe, and began to mocke the head in this manner: Thou
brazen-faced head, hath my master tooke all this paines about thee, and
now dost thou requite him with two words, TiME 1s: had hee watched
with a lawyer as long as he hath watched with thee, he would have
given him more, and better words then thou hast yet, if thou canst
speake no wiser, they shal sleepe till doomes day for me: TIME 1s: I
know TIME 1s, and that you shall heare good man Brazen face.

TO THE TUNE OF DAINTIE COME THOU TO ME.

Time is for some to plant,
Time is for some to sowe;
Time is for some to graft
The horne as some doe know.

Time is for some to eate,

Time is for some to sleepe,
Time is for some to laugh,
Time is for some to weepe.

Time is for some to sing,
Time is for some to pray,
Time is for some to creepe,
That have drunke all the day.
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Do you tell us copper-nose, when TiIME1s, I hope we Schollers know
our times, when to drinke drunke, when to kisse our hostes, when to
goe on her score, and when to pay it, that times comes seldome. After
halfe an houre had passed, the head did speake againe, two words, which
were these: TIME was. Miles respected these words as little as he did
the former, and would not wake them, but still scoffed at the brazen
head, that it had learned no better words, and have such a tutor as his
master ; and in scorne of it sung this song.

TO THE TUNE OF A RICH MERCHANT MAN.

Time was when thou a kettle
wert filI'd with better matter:
But Fryer Bacon did thee spoyle,
when he thy sides did batter.

Time was when conscience dwelled
with men of occupation:

Time was when Lawyers did not thrive,
so well by mens vexation.

Time was when kings and beggers
of one poore stuffe had being :

Time was when office kept no knaves:
that time it was worth seeing.

Time was a bowle of water,
did give the face reflection,

Time was when women knew no paint:
which now they call complexion.

Time was: I know that brazen-face, without your telling, I know
Time was, and I know what things there was when Time was, and if
you speake no wiser, no master shall be waked for mee. Thus Miles
talked and sung till another halfe houre was gone, then the brazen head
spake again these words; TIME 1s pPasT: and therewith fell downe, and
presently followed a terrible noyse, with strange flashes of fire, so that
Miles was halfe dead with feare ; at this noyse the two Fryers awaked,
and wondered to see the whole roome so full of smoake, but that being
vanished they might perceive the brazen head broken and lying on the
ground: at this sight they grieved, and called Miles to know how this
came. Miles halfe dead with feare, said that it fell downe of itselfe, and
that with the noyse and fire that followed he was almost frighted out of
his wits; Fryer Bacon asked him if hee did not speake ? yes (quoth
Miles) it spake, but to no purpose, Ile have a parret speake better in
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that time that you have been teaching this brazen head. Out on thee
villaine (said Fryer Bacon) thou hast undone us both, hadst thou but
called us when it did speake, all England had been walled round about
with brasse, to its glory, and our eternal fames ; what were the wordes it
spake ; very few (said Miles) and those were none of the wisest that I
have heard neither: first he said, TiMe 1s. Hadst thou call’ld us then
(said Fryer Bacon) we had been made for ever; then (said Miles) half
an hour after it spake againe and said, TiME was. And wouldst thou not
call us then (said Bungey ?) Alas (said Miles) I thought he would have
told me some long tale, and then I purposed to have called you; then
half an houre after he cried, TiME 1s pasT, and made such a noyse, that
hee hath waked you himselfe mee thinkes. At this F ryer Bacon was in
such a rage that hee would have beaten his man, but he was restrained
by Bungey ; but neverthelesse for his punishment, he with his art struck
him dumbe for one whole months space. Thus the greate worke of
these learned Fryers was overthrown (to their great griefes) by this
simple fellow.




HOW FRYER BACON BY HIS ART TOOK A TOWNE, WHEN THE KING
HAD LYEN BEFORE IT THREE MONTHS, WITHOUT DOING TO IT

ANY HURT.

N those times when Fryer Bacon did all his
: strange trickes, the Kings of England had a
great part of France, which they held a long
time, till civill warres at home in this land made
them to lose it; it did chance that the King of
England (for some cause best knowne to himselfe)
went into France with a great armie, where after many
victories, he did besiege a strong towne and lay before it
full three moneths, without doing to the towne any great
damage, but rather received the hurt himselfe. This did
so vexe the King, that he sought to take it in any way,
either by policy or strength; to this intent hee made pro-
clamation, that whosoever could deliver this towne into
his hand, hee should have for his paines ten thousand
crownes truely paid. This was proclaimed, but there
was none found that would undertake it. At length the

newes did come into England of this great reward that
('B‘A" was promised. Fryer Bacon hearing of it, went into
X /’1\ by France, and being admitted to the kings presence, hee
}’};3\‘. e thus spake unto him: Your maiestie I am sure hath not
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quite forgot your poore subject Bacon, the love that you shewed to mee
being last in your presence, hath drawn mee for to leave my countrey,
and my studies, to doe your maiestis service: I beseech your grace, to
command mee so farre as my poore art or life may doe you pleasure.
The king thanked him for his love, but told him, that hee had now more
need of armes than art, and wanted brave souldiers more than learned
schollers. Fryer Bacon answered, Your grace saith well; but let mee
(under correction) tell you, that art oftentimes doth those things that are
impossible to armes, which I will make good in some few examples. I
with speak onely of things performed by art and nature, wherin shall be
nothing magical : and first by the figuration of art, there may be made
instruments of navigation without men to rowe in them, as great ships
to brooke the sea, only with one man to steere them, and they shall sayle
far more swiftly than if they were full of men: also chariots that shall
move with an unspeakable force, without any living creature to stirre
them. Likewise, an instrument may be made to fly withall, if one sit in
the midst of the instrument, and doe turne an engine, by which the wings
being artifically composed, may beat ayre after the manner of a flying
bird. By an instrument of three fingers high, and three fingers broad, a
man may rid himself and others from all imprisonment; yea such an
instrument may easily be made, whereby a man may violently draw unto
him a thousand men, will they, nill they, or any other thing. By art also
an instrument may bee made, where with men may walke in the bottome
of the sea or rivers without bodily danger; this Alexander the Great used
(as the ethnick philosopher reporteth) to the end he might behold the
secrets of the seas. But physicall figurations are farre more strange:
for by that may be framed perspects and looking-glasses, that one thing
shall appeare to be many, as one man shall appeare to be a whole army,
and one sunne or moone shall seem divers. Also perspects may be so
framed, that things farre off shall seem most nigh unto us; with one of
these did Iulius Caesar from the sea coasts in France marke and observe
the situation of the castles in England. Bodies may also be so framed
that the greatest things shall appeare to be the least, the highest lowest,
the most secret to bee the most manifest, and in such like sort the
contrary. Thus did Socrates perceive, that the dragon which did
destroy the citie and countrey adioyning, with his noisome breath, and
contagious influence, did lurke in the dennes between the mountaines
and thus may all things that are done in cities or armies be discovered
by the enemies. Againe, in such wise may bodies be framed, that
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venemous and infectious influences may be brought whither a man will ;
in this did Aristotle instruct Alexander; through which instruction the
poyson of a basiliske, being lift up upon the wall of a citie, the poison
was convayd into the citie, to the destruction thereof: also perspects
may be made to deceive the sight, as to make a man beleeve that he
seeth great store of riches, when that there is not any. But it apper-
taineth to a higher power of figuration, that beams should be brought
and assembled by divers flexions and reflexions in any distance that
we will, to burne any thing that is opposite unto it, as it is witnessed by
those perspects or glasses that burne before and behinde; but the
greatest and chiefest of all figurations and things figured, is to describe
the heavenly bodies, according to their length and breadth in a corporall
figure, wherein they may corporally move with a daily motion. These
things are worth a kingdom to a wise man. These may suffise, my
royall lord, to shew what art can doe : and these, with many things more,
as strange, I am able by art to performe. Then take no thought for
winning this towne, for by my art you shall (ere many dayes be past)
have your desire.

The king all this while heard him with admiration ; but hearing him
now, that he would undertake to win the towne, hee burst out in these
speeches: most learned Bacon, doe but what thou hast said, and I will
give thee what thou most desirest, either wealth, or honour, choose
which thou wilt, and I will be as ready to performe, as I have been to
promise.

Your maiesties love is all that I seeke (said the fryer) let mee have
that, and I have honour enough, for wealth, I have content, the wise
should seek no more : but to the purpose. Let your pioniers raise up a
mount so high, (or rather higher) than the wall, and then shall you see
some probability of that which I have promised.

This mount in two days was raised : then Fryer Bacon went with
the king to the top of it, and did with a perspect shew to him the towne,
as plainly as if hee had beene in it: at this the king did wonder, but
Fryer Bacon told him, that he should wonder more, ere next day noone :
against which time, he desired him to have his whole army in readinesse,
for to scale the wall upon a signal given by him, from the mount. This
the king promised to doe, and so returned to his tent full of joy, that he
should gain this strong towne. In the morning Fryer Bacon went up to
the mount and set his glasses, and other instruments up: in the meane
time the king ordered his army, and stood in a readinesse for to give the
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assaults : when the signal was given, which was the waving of a flagge :
ere nine of the clocke Fryer Bacon had burnt the state-house of the
towne, with other houses only by his mathematicall glasses, which made
the whole towne in an uprore, for none did know how it came : whilest
that they were quenching of the same Fryer Bacon did wave his flagge :
upon which signall given, the kinge set upon the towne, and tooke it with
little or no resistance. Thus through the art of this learned man the
king got this strong towne, which hee could not doe with all his men
without Fryer Bacons helpe.

HOW FRYER BACON OVER-CAME THE GERMAN CONIURER VANDER-
MAST, AND MADE A SPIRIT OF HIS OWNE CARRY HIM INTO
GERMANY.

HE king of England after hee had taken the town
shewed great mercy to the inhabitants, giving some
of them their lives freely, and others he set at
liberty for their gold: the towne hee kept at his
owne, and swore the chiefe citizens to be his true
subiects. Presently after the king of France sent
an ambassadour to the king of England for to
intreat a peace betweene them. This ambassadour
being come to the king, he feasted him (as it is

the manner of princes to doe) and with the best sports as he had then,
welcomed him. The ambassadour seeing the king of England so free in
his love, desired likewise to give him some taste of his good liking, and
to that intent sent for one of his fellowes (being a Germane and named
Vandermast) a famous coniurer, who being come, hee told the king,
that since his grace had been so bountiful in his love to him, he would
shew him (by a servant of his) such wonderful things that his grace
had never seene the like before. The king demanded of him of what
nature those things were that hee would doe: the ambassadour
answered that they were things done by the art of magicke. The
king hearing of this, sent straight for Fryer Bacon, who presently came,
and brought Fryer Bungey with him.

When the banquet was done, Vandermast did aske the king, if he
desired to see the spirit of any man deceased: and if that hee did, hee
would raise him in such manner and fashion as he was in when that he
lived. The king told him, that above all men he desired to see Pompey
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the Great, who could abide no equall. Vandermast by his art raised
him, armed in such manner as hee was when he was slaine at the
battell of Pharsalia; at this they were all highly contented. Fryer
Bacon presently raised the ghost of Iulius Casar, who could abide no
superiour, and had slaine this Pompey at the battell of Pharsalia : at the
sight of him they were all amazed, but the king who sent for Bacon :
and Vandermast said that there was some man of art in that presence,
whom he desired to see. Fryer Bacon then shewed himselfe saying ;
it was I Vandermast, that raised Casar, partly to give content to this
royall presence, but chiefely for to conquer thy Pompey, as he did once
before, at that great battell of Pharsalia, which he now againe shall doe.
Then presently began a fight between Casar and Pompey, which con-
tinued a good space, to the content of all, except Vandermast. At last
Pompey was overcome and slaine by Casar: then vanished they both
away.
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